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PROCEEDINGS ON 1  JUNE 2026  

CHAIRPERSON :    Two weeks.   We are star t ing .   Thank you,  

Ms Sel lo .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  Chai r ,  thank you.   Morning,  Chai r ,  

morning,  Commissioners .   Chai r ,  today f rom the 1 s t  o f  June,  

we star t  wi th  the Port  Shepston e drug bust  s t ream, and that  

should take us to the 5 t h  o f  June fo r  the whole  week .   

Before we do so,  there are some housekeeping mat ters to  

d ispose of ,  and I  would l ike to  take the opportuni ty  to  do so.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink I  wi l l  a lso  add my housekeeping 10 

mat ter  as wel l .   Let  us  hear you.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  thank you,  Chai r .   The f i rs t  is ,  

Chai r ,  you wi l l  recal l  that  we had issued a subpoena for  

General  Senona to appear on the 18 t h  o f  May 2026.   On the 

18 t h  o f  May,  we moved fo r  a  postponement  for  h is  

appearance.   The reasons were se t  out  in  large par t  in  h is  

lawyer 's  cor respondence,  and we accepted some of  the 

reasons advanced.   Though we d id not  accept  a l l ,  we 

concluded that  some were val id  enough to just i fy  a  

postponement .   On the day,  the Chai r  then stood General  20 

Senona 's test imony down to the 1 s t  o f  June.    

 In  prepar ing fo r  th is  week,  and the wi tnesses we 

have,  we prepared a schedule.   The resul t  o f  the schedule  

is  that  General  Senona is  ant ic ipated to take the stand only 

on the 5 t h  o f  June,  but  because he is  under subpoena and 
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order  by the Chai r  to  be present  today,  he has avai led  

h imsel f ,  and he appears wi th our  request  that  you stand h im 

down to the 5 t h  o f  June,  Chai r .   Thank you.   I  see that  some 

fami l ia r  faces.   I  do not  know i f  that  i s  General  Senona 's 

legal  representat ives,  and i f  they are,  i f  perhaps I  may 

inv i te  them to p lace themselves on record .   Thank you.    

ADV TULK :    Good morning,  Chai rperson,  Commissioners .   

Reghana Tulk f rom the Johannesburg Bar,  and I  appear wi th 

my inst ruct ing at torney,  Rudol ph Baloyi ,  for  Major  General  

Senona.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Tulk.  

ADV TULK :    Thank you,  Chai rperson .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV TULK :    Wi th  your leave?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry?  

ADV TULK :    Wi th  your leave  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV TULK :    We are indebted to the Evidence Leader .   I t  is  

indeed so that  on the  papers  before us,  Major  General  

Senona 's evidence has stood down to the 5 t h  o f  June.   20 

Chai r ,  there is  one par t i cu la r  i ssue that  we would  l i ke to  

p lace on the record and that  we seek c lar i t y  in  te rms of ,  and 

we do so out  of  ext reme caut ion,  just  to  ensure that  Major  

General  Senona is  not  p laced under any undue pressure .    

 There are th ree operat ive summonses issued 
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against  the General .   The f i rs t  summons was issued on the 

29 t h  o f  Apr i l  th is  year ,  and these summonses were issued 

af ter  the Major  General  tende red h is ev idence between the  

27 t h  and the 29 t h  o f  January.   That  summons cal led upon 

h im to appear on the 8 t h  o f  May .   My learned col league 

correct ly  points out  that  when the  mat ter  appeared on the  

8 t h  o f  May,  i t  was then stood down by yoursel f ,  Chai r ,  to  the  

1 s t  o f  June.    

 Subsequent  to  that ,  on the 19 t h  o f  May,  the  

Commission issued another  summons.   That  summons,  the  10 

Commission noted,  inadvertent ly  repl i cated the content  of  

the summons that  was issued last  year  in  November ,  and in  

terms of  which Major  General  Senona rendered evidence 

f rom the 25 t h ,  sorry,  the 27 t h  to  the 29 t h  o f  January .   As a  

resul t ,  on the 22 n d  o f  May,  a fur ther  summons was issued .  

That  summons purpor ted to,  and I  want  to  loosely  use the  

term wi thdraw,  because we just  do not  understand the 

statuses of  these operat ive summons r ight  now,  and that  is  

what  we real ly  just  seek c lar i ty  on.   That  summons 

purpor ted to ind icate that  the summons  …[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry ,  sorry,  the second one wanted the 

General  to  appear  when?   

ADV TULK :    A lso  on the 1 s t  o f  June.   

CHAIRPERSON :    1 s t  o f  June,  okay.  

ADV TULK :    Yes,  and i t  is  a  very re levant  quest ion .   I  am 
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indebted to you,  Chai r .   So the 19 t h  o f  May summons a lso  

warned the General  to  appear on the 1 s t  o f  June.   Summons 

was then subsequent ly  i ssued on the 22 n d  o f  May,  advis ing  

the General  that  the 19 t h  o f  May summons had inadvertent ly  

repl icated the content  of  the summons in  November 2025  

and that  that  was not  correct .    

 So the summons issued on the 22 n d  o f  May was 

then issued under cover of  an emai l ,  saying that  in  a l l  

probabi l i ty ,  the General  would render h is  ev idence on the  

5 t h  o f  June.   Now that  that  date  has been ind ica ted,  we 10 

make no quibble wi th that ,  we accept  that  the Commission 

has c la r i f ied the date of  appearance.    

 The issue is  that  i t  was g iven wi th an inst ruct ion  to  

ignore the summons of  the 19 t h  o f  May.   I t  is  not  our  desi re  

to  be pedant ic ,  Chai r ,  but  the concern is  that  the power of  a  

summons issued by th is  Commission is  equiva lent  to  that  of  

a  summons issued by the High Court .   Major  General  

Senona was expl ic i t ly  caut ioned by ,  I  th ink the Ev idence 

Leader was Hass im SC on the day of  the  impl icat ions of  

ignor ing a summons under sect ion 6.    20 

 So i f  indeed the Commission is  no t  in tent  on re ly ing  

on the summons on the 19 t h  o f  May,  we would perhaps seek 

a ru l ing f rom yoursel f ,  Chai r ,  that  the summons o f  the 19 t h  

o f  May is  wi thdrawn  and just  c lar i f i cat ion,  that  the operat ive 

summons is  the summons of  the 29 t h  o f  Apr i l  as re issued on 
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the 22 n d  o f  May.  

CHAIRPERSON :    For  the 5 t h ,  you say,  fo r  the 5 t h .   

ADV TULK :    For  the 5 t h  o f  June.   And the impl icat ions go 

beyond th is  Commission .   The concern is  that  there must  be 

f ina l i ty  in  terms of  the document  that  he  is  requi red  to 

test i fy  on so that  he knows which evidence to test i f y  on .    

 The second issue that  has ar isen,  Chai r ,  is  that  we 

have received a regulat ion 10(6)  not ice and we have been 

asked to g ive a sworn wi tness statement  by the 1 s t  o f  June,  

which is  today as  wel l .   On Fr iday somet ime af te r  4  o 'c lock,  10 

we were issued wi th a bundle  of  documents  by the  

Commission conta in ing the statements,  the af f idavi ts  of  two 

wi tnesses,  and there were a number of  a t tachments  to  i t  as 

wel l ,  as wel l  as the t ranscr ip t  f rom the evidence on today .   

Chai r ,  we are st i l l  in  the process of  tak ing inst ruct ions f rom 

our c l ient  on that  very document  and g iven the fact  that  we 

were a lso at tempt ing to prepare  for  the possib i l i ty  of  

leading evidence today,  because the 19 t h  o f  May summons 

has ef fect ive ly no t  been wi thdrawn and i t  was reaf f i rmed on 

the 22 n d  o f  May,  we were st i l l  prepar ing for  today 's  hear ing 20 

as wel l .  

 So i t  became a  b i t  o f  a  d i f f icu l ty  f rom a t iming 

perspect ive to have the sworn sta tement  prepared for  the 

Commission today,  and we mean no d is respect  to  the  

Commission in  that  respect .   I t  became a d i f f i cu l t y  to  issue 
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the sworn statement  and to take proper inst ruct ion,  

par t icu lar ly  on the annex ures at tached to the statement  

i tse l f ,  g iven tha t  the evidence of  the wi tnesses who 

appeared before the Commission impl icated Major  General  

Senona.   So I  jus t  want  to  get  inst ruct ion f rom my a t torney 

as  to when we might  be  able to  f i le  that  s tatement ,  Chai r ,  

but  we are not  in  a posi t ion to f i le  the statement  today and 

we would seek an extension in  respect  t hereof .    

 So we would seek an indulgence f rom the 

Commission to f i le  the statement  by  c lose of  business on 10 

the 3 r d  o f  June,  in  ant ic ipat ion and in  preparat ion for  the 

test imony to be del ivered by the Major  General  on the 5 t h .  

CHAIRPERSON :    On the 5 t h .    

ADV TULK :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you,  Ms  Tulk.   Yes,  Ms Sel lo .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  do th is  pure ly for  

purposes of  the  record ,  because I  be l ieve that  Ms Tulk  

inadvertent ly  perhaps communica ted the wrong posi t ion .   

Here is  the cor rect  posi t ion and that  is  supported by  

correspondence between the at to rneys of  the Commission 20 

and General  Senona 's correspondence.   To the extent  that  

i t  is  requi red,  we are happy to pr in t  i t  out  and make i t  

avai lab le .    

 As I  ind icated,  I  made the mistake of  saying that  

General  Senona 's test imony was postponed to the 1 s t  o f  
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June on the 18 t h .   Advocate  Tulk is  cor rect ,  i t  is  the 8 t h  o f  

May.   So I  had my date wrong .   Wi th that  s tand down to the 

1 s t  o f  June,  i t  was suf f ic ient  at  the  t ime to communicate to  

General  Senona 's at torneys that  on the day he was 

scheduled to appear on the 8 t h  o f  May,  the Chai r  postponed 

h is appearance to  the 1 s t  o f  June.   For  reasons that  are not  

par t icu lar ly  re levant ,  instead,  the subpoena was re issued.  

 What  then subsequent ly  t ranspi red,  having received 

a cor respondence f rom General  Senona 's at torneys,  that  

was confusing to  the Evidence Leaders and the legal  team 10 

as to why they were assuming that  posi t ion .   On 

considerat ion of  the subpoena that  was re issued,  i t  became 

apparent  that  a wrong subpoena was re issued .   The le t te r ,  

cover ing le t ter  speaks of  the subpoena issued on the  29 t h  o f  

Apr i l .   So when i t  came to re issue,  the previous subpoena is  

what  was then reprovided to h im wi th a new date of  the 1 s t  

o f  June.    

 That  was d iscovered,  that  was re issued on the 19 t h .   

By the 22 n d  o f  May,  the er ror  was d iscovered.   There was 

te lephonic conversat ion between the two sets of  a t torneys,  20 

and the cor rect  subpoena was re issued,  which is  the  

subpoena of  the 29 t h  o f  Apr i l .   There was an explanat ion 

that  an administ rat ive g l i t ch c rept  in to the system,  and that  

is  why the wrong subpoena was re issued .   So i t  was 

technica l l y  a two -day confusion that  was resolved by the 



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 8  o f  201  

 

 

22 n d  o f  May.    

 Now,  that  22 n d  o f  May re issue is  in  exact  terms as 

the subpoena or ig inal l y  issued to  General  Senona  on the  

29 t h  o f  Apr i l .   The only d i f ference in  that  is  the date on 

which he is  supposed to appear .   In  re issuing,  i t  was sought  

to  c la r i fy  that  h is  appearance is  now postponed to the 1 s t  o f  

June.   There was thereaf ter  a regulat ion 10 (6) ,  re ly ing on 

the subpoena of  the 29 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  served on General  

Senona.   The 10(6)  deals wi th the issues he is  ca l led upon 

to test i fy  to  on the 29 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  and is  more deta i led .   The 10 

10(6) ,  the regulat ion 10 (6)  not ice,  in  no way cont radicts the  

subpoena of  the  29 t h  o f  June,  which is  the operat ive  

subpoena.  

 So i t  is  not  a quest ion of  wi thdrawing the re issue of  

the 19 t h ,  i t  is  cor rect ing an er ror  that  crept  in  on the  19 t h  by 

provid ing a wrong subpoena on the basis of  which General  

Senona had a l ready appeared .   That  cor rect ion was made 

on the 22 n d  by re issuing the 29 t h  o f  Apr i l  subpoena .   So that  

is  where we stand.   Subsequent  thereto,  there was fur ther  

correspondence and explanat ion that  we do not  ant ic ipate 20 

General  Senona test i fy ing today,  but  because he is  under  

subpoena,  we would have to seek a formal  postponement  of  

h is  test imony .   We proposed the 5 t h ,  as I  sa id,  based on our 

schedul ing,  and we provided that  date .   So as th ings stand,  

but  fo r  that  g l i tch of  the 19 t h  o f  May,  everyth ing is  in  order .    
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 Advocate  Tulk speaks of  s tatements g iven and 

t ranscr ip ts last  week .   What  she does not  p lace on record 

that  is  those were provided at  the request  of  General  

Senona.   General  Senona speci f i ca l ly  l i s ted the sta tements 

he wanted and t ranscr ip ts regard ing those wi tnesses.   And 

th is  request  came in last  week  and were duly provided.   So 

i t  is  not  a quest ion of  us inundat ing General  Senona wi th 

la te documents .   I t  is  in  response to a quest ion,  and we 

fu l ly  compl ied.   And that  is  the  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  quest ion,  but  request .   10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Request ,  yes,  a request .   Thank you,  

Chai r .   And we compl ied .   That  subpoena requ i res h is  

statement ,  or  the 10 (6)  requi red h is statement  to  be 

provided by the 1 s t  o f  June.   I  understand that  the Advocate  

Tulk says they are not  in  a posi t ion to provide i t  by  today,  

end of  business on Wednesday.   Chai r ,  may we make a  

counter  suggest ion that  i t  be provided by the  end of  

business on the 2 n d ,  regard being had to the fact  that  we 

a lso have to prepare for  General  Senona 's appearance and 

to resolve the issue of  exhib i t s ,  which we must  s t i l l  g ive  20 

General  Senona,  that  where we ind icate the documents we  

wi l l  be re ly ing upon .    

 I f  th is  i s  p rovided at  the end of  bus iness on the  3 r d ,  

i t  leaves only the 4 t h  to  deal  wi th  a l l  these mat ters,  and then 

the General  must  appear on the 5 t h .   So on that  basis,  we 
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would request  tha t  these be provided  on the 2 n d ,  tomorrow,  

the 2 n d  o f  June,  end of  business day.   The fact  that  General  

Senona 's statement  was due on the 1 s t  o f  June is  a  mat ter 

that  the legal  team for  General  Senona were fu l l y  aware of  

by the 22 n d  o f  May,  and that  wou ld be suf f i c ient  t ime to 

have prepared .   Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   Regard ing the  

quest ion of  the subpoenas,  should  we not  just  s tep of f  that  

one now,  because a l l  s ides are agreed that  General  Senona 

is  to  test i fy  on the 5 t h ,  ra ther  than to - ing and f ro - ing on 10 

where faul ts  o r  mistakes or  inadvertence or  whatever  e lse,  

whatever  those may be,  should  we just  s tep of f  that  subject  

in  the in terest  of  t ime,  and then we focus on the date for  the  

f i l ing of  the statement .  

ADV TULK :    Chai r ,  we absolute ly ,  we agree wi th you .   We 

can step of f  i t ,  but  I  just  want  to  ind icate the reason why i t  

was p laced on record is  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV TULK :    The General  ra ised the concern that  he was 

not  s imply at  l iber ty  to  ignore an operat ive summons .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   No,  I  understand  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV TULK :    And I  understand …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  understand …[ intervenes] .  

ADV TULK :    The posi t ion of  the  Evidence Leaders and I  
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understand the Commission 's work load,  so i t  is  qui te  

probable that  there was a g l i tch .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV TULK :    But  the real i t y  is  that  the summons was issued 

under the hand of  the Secretary  in  the auspices of  the 

Commission car ry ing out  i ts  powers  as a statutory body .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV TULK :    And the impl icat ions in ternal ly  f rom an 

employment  perspect ive,  as we l l  as f rom a cr iminal  

perspect ive of  ignor ing a document  of  that  nature was the 10 

only reason that  i t  was p laced on record.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  no,  I  unders tand per fect ly ,  yes,  yes.  

ADV TULK :    But  we are inc l ined to agree wi th the Chai r  

that  we step away f rom that  par t i cu lar  i ssue .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV TULK :    But  in  the in terest  of  cer ta inty and c lar i ty ,  and 

only i f  the Commission is  so inc l ined,  we would ask for  a 

ru l ing  that  the summons of  the 19 t h  o f  May is  of f ic ia l l y  

wi thdrawn.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  not  necessary .  20 

ADV TULK :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  to ta l l y  no t  necessary .  

ADV TULK :    Thank you,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV TULK :    And then the second issue is  insofar  as the 
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wi tness statements regard ing Fr iday 's bundle is  concerned,  

I  am inst ructed that  the statements  were requested as ear ly  

as the 4 t h  o f  May where,  I  th ink my at torney  on record  

ind icated that  what  was asked for  was documented .   

Paragraph 4 of  that  le t ter  says that :  

 “ In the event  tha t  there are addi t ional  

documents and in format ion  the  

Commission in tends to make use of  

dur ing General  Senona 's fu r ther  

appearance,  we request  that  he be 10 

furn ished wi th  the in format ion to  

enable adequate  preparat ion for  the  

appearance. ”  

 I  just  make the point  to  request  that  documentat ion  

was requested ear l ier  on.   But  i t  seems that  my learned 

col league and I  a re not  too fa r  apart  in  terms of  the dates of  

the f i l ing fo r  the statement  i tse l f .   I  have proposed by c lose 

of  business on Wednesday .   I  have done so because 

real is t i ca l ly ,  Chai r ,  there are severa l  annex ures that  must  

be gone th rough.   We wi l l  be s i t t ing  re l ig iously wi th General  20 

Senona and I  assure you that  once my at to rney has g iven 

me an inst ruct ion ,  there is  of  course an undertaking before  

th is  Commission that  we wi l l  f i le  on  the 3 r d .   I  do not  want  to  

…[incomplete] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  p lease cont inue,  Ms Tulk.  
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ADV TULK :    I  do  not  want  to  belabour the point ,  Chai r .   We 

have made our  submissions.   Real is t ica l l y ,  for  Major  

General  Senona to meaningfu l l y  engage wi th the evidence 

and take proper  inst ruct ion,  the  real i s t ic  t imel ine is  48  

hours and we would request  your  indulgence to  f i le  a 

wi tness statement  by c lose of  business on the 3 r d  o f  June.   

Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Tulk.   General ,  a  very 

good morning to you .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Morning,  Commissioners.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   We wi l l  s tand down for  a very 

short  t ime.   I  wi l l  not  say  how long.   We wi l l  just  ind icate  

when we are ready .   We want  to  ta lk  about  the t imel ine fo r  

the f i l ing of  the General ’ s  statement .   Let  us adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

MR MICHAELS :    We are ready to resume.   P lease make 

sure that  your  devices are on mute  or  of f .   Thanks.  

RULING 

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Tulk,  our  exper ience is  that  once a 20 

statement  i s  f i led,  the Evidence Leaders usual ly  have to  

prepare bundles of  documents tha t  re late to  the statement .   

So i f  that  gets done only f rom,  say,  the evening of  the 3 r d ,  

there is  a quest ion of  when does i t  get  f ina l ized  and we too 

must  get  those bundles in  t ime for  our  p reparat ion as wel l .   
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So there are pract ica l  considerat ions .   You have basica l ly  

the whole of  today,  because i t  is  s t i l l  ear ly  morning .   I  am 

giv ing the ru l ing  now,  I  am no longer engaging you,  Ms 

Tulk.   So you bas ica l l y  have the whole of  today .   You have 

the whole of  tomorrow.   That  should g ive  you,  your  

inst ruct ing at to rneys and the General  enough t ime to 

prepare and f ina l ize the statement .  

 A  long t ime ago,  I  was a lso in  pract ice and as an 

Advocate,  a Senior  Counsel ,  we used to work in to the wee 

hours of  the morning,  3,  4  a.m. ,  and your c l ients would not  10 

bel ieve i t  when you issue a statement  and you say you 

worked for  that  long .   They would say,  does th is  Counsel  

mean that  they d id not  s leep at  a l l ?    And yet ,  i t  actual ly  

happened,  and I  know i t  cont inues to happen .   So I  wi l l  

expect  the same of  you.  

 So my ru l ing is  that  the statement  must  be f i led by  

c lose of  business .   In  fact ,  I  could even be k ind and say,  

midnight ,  wi l l  that  work  fo r  you?   Tomorrow though,  

tomorrow though .   I t  should,  i t  shou ld.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Ms Tulk,  I  would seem to p lead for  20 

midnight .   

CHAIRPERSON :    12 Midnight  tomorrow,  Ms Tulk.   That  is  

the ru l ing.  

ADV TULK :    We are indebted,  Chai r ,  and I  assure you 

noth ing has changed in  te rms of  the s leepless n ights  cu l ture  
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a t  the Bar.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am happy.  

ADV TULK :    Whether  you are a jun ior  or  senior .   We are  

indebted to the Commission .   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am happy.   Thank you very much,  Ms 

Tulk.   Thank you.    

 General ,  you are  d i rected to be in  at tendance at  

9 :30 on Fr iday,  5 June 2026 .   Thank you very much,  

General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    You are excused,  Ms  Tulk and 

…[intervenes]  

ADV TULK :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Chai r ,  as they gather  the i r  bags,  we are  

ready wi th our  second housekeeping issue .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps le t  me just  quick ly ,  qu ick ly  deal  

wi th  mine.   I  just  wanted to say tha t  because of  ser ious t ime 20 

const ra ints re lat ing to the prepara t ion of  our  second in ter im 

report ,  the ru l ing ,  or  rather  the reasons for  the ru l ing,  oh 

gosh,  the reasons for  the recusal  order  in  the Mr  Brown 

Mogots i  mat te r  a re not  ready,  but  they wi l l  be c i rcu lated not  

la ter  than th is  coming Fr iday .   
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ADV SELLO SC :    Noted.   Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  our  

second housekeeping issue is  we have a wi tness scheduled 

for  tomorrow.   The wi tness h imsel f  has brought  an  

appl icat ion fo r  a par t ia l  in -camera,  which,  as t radi t ion,  has 

been served on the press and the media houses .   That  

appl icat ion has,  in  large par t ,  I  th ink,  been d isposed of ,  but  

my learned col league here,  Mr S ikhakane,  wi l l  address you 

on that  and advise the Commissioners where we land on 

that  par t i cu lar  appl icat ion.   That  wi tness is  scheduled to 

appear tomorrow.   Thank you,  Chai r .   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   Yes,  Mr S ikhakane.  

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Good morn ing,  Chai rperson and the 

Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry about  that .   Yes,  Mr 

S ikhakane.   

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    That  i s  indeed,  I  wi l l  t ry  and not  

waste the Commission 's t ime,  g iven the t ime we have 

a l ready spent .   So,  as my learned,  the senior ,  has said,  we 

had an appl icat ion f rom the wi tness who  is  scheduled to 

appear tomorrow,  and that  appl ica t ion,  you should have a  20 

f i le  which is  ca l led in -camera  appl icat ion.   The 

representat ives fo r  the media are present  there.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you p lease p lace yourselves on 

record?   

ADV WINKS :    Thank you,  Chai r ,  Commissioners.   Good 
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morning.   I t  is  a  p leasure to appear  before you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV WINKS :    I t  is  Ben Winks f rom the South Af r ican Bar  

Associat ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    W-C-K-S? 

ADV WINKS :    W …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    W-I -C-K-S.   

ADV WINKS :    N-K-S.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  Winks.    

ADV WINKS :    And I  am jo ined by Mr Char l  Du P lessis f rom 10 

Wi l lem De Klerk  At torneys .   We act  for  Media24,  Dai l y  

Maver ick,  and the  edi tors of  Dai ly  Maver ick and News24 .   I t  

is  correct ,  as my learned f r iend says,  that  an agreement  has 

been reached,  and there is  no d ispute,  as I  unders tand i t ,  

between,  cer ta in ly  between the Evidence Leaders and the 

media,  and as I  understand i t ,  wi th  the wi tness as we l l .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   So does that  mean Counse l  

wi l l  be handing up ,  oh,  there.  

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Chai rperson,  just  fo r  the record,  I  

was referr ing you to the f i le  f rom the ,  f rom the 20 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV WINKS :    In-camera  appl icat ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Winks.   

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Apologies .   I  was referr ing to the  

appl icat ion i t se l f ,  the f i le  that  you should have,  just  to  
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conf i rm the wi tness '  agreement  to  the terms of  the proposed 

draf t .   You wi l l  see i t  a t  page 22 of  the second fo lder ,  which  

is  cor respondence .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Thank you,  that  should then conf i rm 

that  a l l  the th ree par t ies are a l igned in  terms of  what ,  o f  

how the wi tness wi l l  test i fy  tomorrow .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And fo r  the record,  the wi tness is  ca l led  

I ,  wi tness I .   Thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Thank you.   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  ru le  as fo l lows in  accordance wi th the 

consent  order .   Can both Counse l  p lease c lar i f y  th is .   A t  

paragraph 1 of  the order ,  there is  reference to the wi tness '  

name,  and then in  the agreement  as wel l ,  the emai l ,  h is  

emai l ,  i t  says that  I  g ive permission for  the media to  

ment ion my name,  as i t  has a l ready been ment ioned .   So in 

the ru l ing now,  I  should just  ment ion the name,  because 

that  is  what  the w i tness says .   

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Yes,  indeed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    20 

ADV WINKS :    We conf i rm,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

RULING 

 Now the ru l ing .    

 1 .   By agreement  and consent  between the par t ies,  
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L ieutenant  Colonel  Duma' s evidence on 2 June 2026,  or  

unt i l  such t ime that  he is  excused by the Chai rperson,  wi l l  

be heard publ ic ly  v ia  audio l ink,  and h is face or  v isual  

features wi l l  be concealed ;  and  

 2 .   Members of  the media and any person granted 

access to the proceedings are prohib i ted f rom publ ish ing,  

broadcast ing,  d isseminat ing,  or  o therwise p lac ing  in  the 

publ ic  domain any image,  photograph,  v ideo foo tage,  or  

other  v isual  mater ia l  that  may reveal ,  or  tend to  reveal  the 

face of  L ieutenant  Colonel  Duma.    10 

 I  hand down the  ru l ing .   So basica l l y ,  we fo rget  

about  wi tness I  then .   

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Indeed,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Thank you.  

ADV WINKS :    Thank you,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Winks.  

ADV WINKS :    May we be excused?  

CHAIRPERSON :    You are excused,  thank you.   

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr S ikhakane.    

ADV SIKHAKANE SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r  and 

Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thanks.  

ADV SELLO SC :    That  would then deal  wi th  the 



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 20  o f  201  

 

 

housekeeping issues fo r  the Port  Sheps tone st ream.   But 

we have Mr Chaskalson here,  who has got  h is  own 

housekeeping issue to deal  wi th .   So i f  I  may inv i te  h im,  

thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr Chaskalson.  

ADV CHASKALSON :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  Mr Carr im 

had been subpoenaed to at tend today .   We received a  

medical  report  and I  understand Mr Carr im 's  legal  

representat ives are here .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn,  perhaps,  and ,  le t  us  10 

adjourn and come back just  now.    

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  hope I  had a l ready greeted you,  Mr  

Chaskalson.  

ADV CHASKALSON :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Mr Prem hid.    

ADV PREMHID :    Good morning,  Chai r .   Good morning,  

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Yes,  Mr Chaskalson.   20 

ADV CHASKALSON :    Chai r ,  there was ,  Mr Carr im  was due 

to appear th is  morning .   There is  been a fa i r l y  lengthy to -

ing and f ro - ing in  correspondence,  the upshot  of  wh ich was 

that  on Fr iday a  current  medical  report  was furn ished,  a 

fa i r l y  deta i led current  medical  report  was furn ished,  
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ind icat ing that  Mr  Carr im is  not  f i t  to  appear today.   And I  

do want  to  emphasise that  we have  g iven an undertaking to  

Mr Carr im th rough h is legal  team that  we wi l l  not  d isc lose 

deta i ls  of  what  i s  conta ined in  the medical  report .   So i f  

anyth ing does need to be debated,  can we just  bear  that  in  

mind.    

 Mr Carr im 's legal  team was in formed that  a l though 

he had been subpoenaed today in  the l ight  of  the medical  

report ,  i t  was not  necessary  for  h im to be here,  but  h is  legal  

team should be here,  and we are  here today.   Now,  f rom the 10 

Commission 's s ide,  I  do want ,  we s i t  in  a d i f f icu l t  s i tuat ion.   

We have two months of  hear ings le f t .   We have a l located a 

s lot  f rom 29 June to 1 Ju ly to  mop up a l l  o f  the par t -heard  

wi tnesses.   And so f rom our s ide,  we would want  Mr  Carr im  

to be postponed to a day between 29 June and 1 July .   In  

our  p rogramme,  that  is  where i t  f i ts .   We have other  

wi tnesses schedu led essent ia l l y  un t i l  we f in ish fo r  a l l  o ther  

s lo ts .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  saw some dates in  the correspondence 

there.   What  were  those,  Mr Chaskalson?   20 

ADV CHASKALSON :    So the …[in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Suggested …[ intervenes]  

ADV CHASKALSON :    From Mr Carr im’s team had 

suggested 22 to 26 June or  9 to  10 July .   Those dates are  

not  convenient  to  us .   I f  …[intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    To avoid arguments just  around the  

quest ion of  dates ,  should we not  again just  s tand down and 

see i f  Counsel  cannot  f ind each other ,  p lease ?   

ADV CHASKALSON :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You wi l l  ind ica te when you are  ready .   

Yes,  yes,  yes,  Mr Premhid.  

ADV PREMHID :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you to my 

learned f r iend .   I  had ind icated to  my learned f r iend before  

we star ted that  those are the dates  we are avai lab le  based 

on our  avai lab i l i ty  as the legal  team.   I f  I  may ask,  before I  10 

ta lk  to  my learned f r iend,  can I  t ry  and contact  the other  

members of  my legal  team wi th whatever those par t icu la r  

dates are that  Mr Chaskalson ind icated so that  I  can,  when I  

d iscuss wi th h im,  I  can te l l  h im what  our  posi t ion is .   And i f  

we cannot  f ind each other ,  Chai r ,  then obviously we are in  

your  hands and you  wi l l  d i rect  us accord ingly,  obviously 

subject  to  our  c l ient 's  f i tness .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  hope i t  wi l l  no t  get  to  that .   I  just  hope 

Counsel  wi l l  f ind each other .   A l l  r ight ,  so the cal l ing  and so 

on wi l l  happen as we  …[intervenes] .  20 

ADV PREMHID :    Yes,  i f  that  is  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV PREMHID :    I f  that  is  a l l  r ight ,  Chai r .   I t  might  be that ,  

as  wi th today,  i t  is  not  the  ent i re  legal  team is here .   You 

know,  we might  have to p lay musical  chai rs ourselves.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    No,  we wi l l  wai t  unt i l  a f ter  a l l  o f  that  has 

been done and then the engagement  that  I  have suggested.    

ADV PREMHID :    I  am indebted,  thank you,  Chai r .   I  am 

gratefu l  to  my learned f r iend as wel l .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Let  us adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  know how to read the faces .   Let  

us hear you.  

ADV CHASKALSON :    We have reached an agreement ,  10 

Chai r .   We have juggled our  p rogram.   The 25 t h  o f  June.   

CHAIRPERSON :    25  June.   25 June i t  i s  then .   Thank you 

very much to both  of  you .   You are both excused.  

ADV PREMHID :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    2026.   I  do not  remember  saying 2026 .   

Thank you.    

ADV CHASKALSON :    I t  is  a  sani tary warning in  th is  case.  

ADV PREMHID :    Chai r ,  may I  just  say thank you to my 

learned f r iend and the Commission 's team for  rear ranging 

the dates to accommodate us and we look forward to being  20 

back in  f ront  of  you on the 25 t h  o f  June subject  to  the issues 

that  you know are  st i l l  outstanding .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV PREMID :    Thank you,  and thank you to the 

Commission for  accommodat ing us .   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much.   You are both 

excused.   

ADV PREMHID :    Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Sel lo .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  th ink that  is  the last  

o f  our  in -house mat ters .   The Chai r  I  th ink has a l ready 

d isposed of  what  the Commissioners wanted to state .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  I  d id .   Thank you.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Just  to  advise then we are ready to star t  

wi th  the f i rs t  wi tness fo r  the Por t  Shepston e st ream th is  10 

week and the wi tness wi l l  be led by Advocate  Segeels-

Ncube.   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.   Ja,  we have 

been going out  so many t imes ,  we wi l l  just  s i t  and wai t  

here.   Good morning,  Colonel  Sanders .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Good morning …[ intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :     I t  is  Warrant  Of f i cer ,  s i r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Warrant  Of f i cer ,  I  am very sor ry .   I  th ink I  

have been reading severa l  s tatements where we have 

Colonels .   I  am sorry.   I  am sor ry,  Warrant  Of f icer .   Any 20 

re lat ion to Colone l  Sanders of  Kentucky Fr ied Chicken ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Chai r ,  I  am so g lad you made that  

mistake.   I  have been pract ic ing not  to  say Colonel  Sanders  
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the whole weekend .   Warrant  Of f icer  Sander ,  Chai r .   The 

wi tness is  Kar l  Ronald Sander and he  is  tak ing the oath .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  thank you,  thank you.   Oh,  wi thout  

the S at  the end.   Okay,  and spel led S -A-N-D-E-R,  the  

surname.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Chai r ,  the wi tness wi l l  be sworn 

in .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Do you swear that  the 10 

evidence you are  going to g ive wi l l  be the t ruth,  the whole 

t ruth,  noth ing but  the t ruth .   I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  

hand and say,  “So help me God ” .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So help me God.   

KARL ROLAND SANDER   (du ly sworn states)  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Warrant  Of f i cer .  

EXAMINATION BY ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE :    Thank you,  

Chai r .   Good morning,  Warrant  Of f icer .   Chai r ,  there are  

three f i les  that  should be in  f ront  of  you .   The one f i le  i s  

ca l led Consol idated Statements and Annexures and that  20 

conta ins a l l  the wi tness statements that  wi l l  be referenced 

in  the Port  Sheps tone st ream that  have been referenced 

thus far  wi th  the exclusion fo r  now of  Capta in Duma's  

statement ,  g iven the i n -camera  appl icat ion.   And then,  

Chai r ,  the  next  f i le  is  Exhib i t  f i le  1  and Exhib i t  f i le  2 ,  which 
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conta ins the exhib i ts  that  wi l l  be used in  the Port  Sheps tone 

st ream.  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander 's  s tatement ,  Chai r ,  can be 

found in  the Consol idated Statement  f i le ,  sect ion 3 and i t  is  

an annexure to Colonel  Jacob’s  s tatement ,  which  he has 

submit ted to the Commission for  h is  ev idence that  wi l l  be 

tendered la ter  th is  week .   That  s ta tement  of  Warrant  Of f icer  

Sander can be found in  the  annexure sect ion  a f ter ,  o f  

sect ion 3 and i t  is  GYJ1.   And i f  you could just  go to that ,  

p lease,  Warrant  Of f icer ,  sect ion 3,  Annexure GYJ1.   So i t  is  

the second green fo lder .  10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :   I  have i t ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you conf i rm that  the  

statement  that  appears on page 1 and 2 of  GYJ1 is  your  

statement?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is ,  Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you conf i rm the cor rectness 

thereof?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner ,  I  am 

perusing  the statement .   I  wi l l  just  po int  out  on  paragraph 5,  

I  see there is  a date incor rect ly  en tered in  here.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  should the date be?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  would have been 2020 -

02-06,  not  2026-02-06.   

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE :    Okay,  thank you .   

Commissioners,  we wi l l  get  to  the statement  la te r .   I t  is  a  b i t  
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unor thodox to no t  deal  wi th  the s tatement  f i rs t ,  bu t  I  just  

need to p lace Warrant  Of f icer 's  ev idence in  context .   His 

statement  was at tached as an annexure to Colonel  Jacob’s  

s tatement  as par t  o f  Colonel  Jacob ’s  explanat ion as  to why 

Is ip ingo Pol ice Stat ion could  not  accept  the exhib i ts  on  the  

22 n d  o f  June 2021.   Chai r  wi l l  remember the evidence of  

General  Flynn and of ,  I  th ink i t  i s  Colonel  Pr ins loo ,  about  

the exhib i ts  going to Port  Sheps tone eventual ly .   A  key 

aspect  of  that  i s  why i t  could not  be stored at  Is ip ingo .    

 Warrant  Of f i cer  Sander 's  s tatement  deals wi th a  10 

previous inc ident  at  Is ip ingo Pol ice Stat ion wi th the same 

exhib i t  c le rk,  Warrant  Of f icer  Peramal ,  and why the exhib i ts  

of  h is  bust  that  occur red in  February 2020 were a lso not  

s to red or  why the exhib i t  reg ist ra r  was re luctant  to  accept  

those exhib i t s ,  which is  an aspect  which Colonel  Jacob 

re l ies  upon for  the decis ion -making that  was made on the 

22 n d  o f  June 2021 regard ing the  Cocaine that  was not  

s to red at  Is ip ingo .   Upon receiv ing …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… Colonel  Jacob’s  s tatement  

to  which th is  i s  an annexure,  i t  is  a  statement  to  the 20 

Commission?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  is  a  statement  to  the  

Commission,  Commissioner Baloyi ,  and that  is  in  sect ion 3 .   

That  s tatement  was submit ted ear l ier  last  week to the  

Commissioners .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  Gavin Houston Jacob? 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Cor rect .   He is  a Colonel .   Now, 

once we received the annexure,  th is  statement  f rom Warrant  

Of f icer  Sander,  i t  appeared to us that  h is  ev idence may be 

necessary fo r  the  Commissioners to  hear .   This is  a  k ind of  

s tatement  that  o rd inar i l y  one would just  submit  to  the  

Commissioners and have i t  be par t  o f  the record ,  but  i t  

appears that  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander 's  name appears in  

many other  instances re lated not  only to  the Port  Shepston e 

thef t  but  other  drug busts that  occurred in  Durban around 10 

that  per iod,  and so therefore we subpoenaed h im to appear  

today to g ive evidence.    

 He has not  submit ted a statement .   We had not  

ca l led for  a statement  f rom him,  and so Chai r  wi l l  just  bear 

wi th us as we go through h is ev idence because we do feel  

that  he would be able to  provide the Commissioners wi th 

some important  answers to  quest ions that  the  

Commissioners may have that  we would  not  o rd inar i l y  be 

able to  get  otherwise than had we not  been in formed of  h is  

s ign i f i cance in  the  2020,  February 2020 drug bust .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    You say he has not  p rovided a statement  

and that  you have not  asked fo r  a statement .   Is  that  

because the one of  the 20 t h  o f  May was f i led at  the instance 

of  Colonel  Jacob?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  cor rect ,  Chai r ,  yes.    
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Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Was i t  the one,  th is  one of  the 20 t h  o f  

May,  was i t  obta ined for  purposes of  the Commission by  

Colonel  Jacob?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner 

Baloyi .   He has provided i t  as par t  o f  h is  statement  and i t  

was speci f i ca l l y  done for  purposes of  h is  ev idence that  he 

wi l l  lead.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So as you say,  to  expla in why the drugs 

were not ,  ra ther ,  the Cocaine or  what  was suspected to be  10 

Cocaine,  why i t  was not  kept  at  Is ip ingo.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Indeed,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   Now,  Warrant  

Of f icer ,  I  would  just  l i ke to  star t  because your sta tement  

does not  deal  wi th  your,  when you jo ined the pol ice force  

and your career  in  the pol ice force.   Could I  ask  you to  

p lease just  g ive  us a  br ie f  summary of  the important  

h ighl ights of  your  career?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   20 

1986-12-31,  I  was at tested in  the South  Af r ican pol ice .   

1987,  I  went  to  co l lege.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    My apo logies,  Warrant  Of f icer .   

Chai r ,  the Warrant  Of f icer  d id th is  morning provide us wi th  

just  a  short  summary ,  i f  we can  hand i t  up.   I t  wi l l  be  
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inc luded in  the Exhib i t  bundle as CJC246.  

CHAIRPERSON :    As I  a lways do,  I  wi l l  requi re the 

at torneys to assis t  wi th  where th is  should go .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You wi l l  just  h ighl ight  some of  the  

s igni f i cant  aspects,  yes .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

 •   1991,  Combat ing of  Terror ism React ion Course .    

 •   1991,  Ident i f ica t ion of  Explosives .   10 

 •   1996,  SWAT Inst ructor .  I  was a t ra in ing inst ructor  

for  the South Af r ican pol ice .   

 •   In  2000,  I  completed my Detect ive Learn ing  

Program.   

 •   2002,  Narcot ics  Invest igators Course.   

 •   2007,  St reet  Surv iva l .   

 •   2008,  Tact ica l  Surv iva l .  

 •   2009,  Analyst  Notebook I2 Explorer .   

 •   2010,  t ra in ing presented by  the DEA,  Drug 

Ident i f icat ion and Clandest ine Laborator ies .   20 

 •   In  2010,  i t  is  par t  o f  the SWAT Co-Program, Drug 

Ident i f icat ion and Traf f ick ing and Ident i f icat ion of  Chemical  

Equipment  Used in  the Clandest ine Laborator ies and 

Manufactur ing of  I l l ic i t  Substances .    

 •   In 2013,  I  completed a Cert i f icate in  Ant i -
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Cor rupt ion for  Pract i t ioners.    

 •   2015,  I  completed a course by the NCIS 

Homeland Secur i ty  by the Amer icans in  the Counter - I l l ic i t  

Smuggl ing in  the Mar i t ime Envi ronment .    

 •   In  2015,  I  am qual i f ied as a Non -Int imate DNA 

Col lect ion .   I  can col lect  non- in t imate DNA f rom a wi tness 

or  an accused.  

 •   In  2023,  I  completed a course of  the Uni ted  

States Drug Enforcement  Agency in  the New Trends in  

Clandest ine Laborator ies and Chemical  Moni tor ing .    10 

 •   In  2024,  I  was able to  assist  in  wr i t ing a course 

for  the South A f r ican Pol ice,  which is  the Specia l i zed 

Narcot ics Invest igat ion Learn ing Program .    

 I  have done a few external  courses,  of  which I  have  

done the Specia l i zed Curr icu lum for  Customs Of f icers and 

IPR Enforcement ,  and I  d id  that  through the IPR Cr ime 

Invest igators Col lege.   There are a few more,  but  tha t  is  a l l .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And on page 664,  the t ra in ing of  

SANEB?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  am sor ry?  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Page 664,  t ra in ing of  

SANEB/DPCI courses,  what  d id tha t  enta i l ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  i s  cor rect ,  

Commissioner .   For  the last ,  yoh,  I  began in  about  2000,  

t ravel ing around the count ry,  t ra in ing the  d i f fe rent  Narcot ics  
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un i ts ,  Cr ime Inte l l igence,  and Organized Cr ime.   We began 

developing a t ra in ing program .  I t  is  the program that  I  

ment ioned now.   I t  is  the  Specia l i zed Narcot ics 

Invest igat ion Program.   There was a team of  us,  and that  i s  

what  I  d id .   I  t ra ined the DPCI ,  the SANEB members,  the 

Stat ion members ,  Organized Cr ime,  Cr ime Inte l l igence,  

Customs.   We s i t  in  wi th  members f rom FSL as wel l ,  so i t  is  

qui te  a cool  course.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  is  that  t ra in ing ?  What  does i t  

enta i l?  10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  is  a  

specia l ized modu le .   We do not  just  te l l  you i t  is  Cocaine.   

We te l l  you where i t  comes f rom.   We then te l l  you what  

chemicals you need to manufacture the end product .   We 

then te l l  you how i t  is  t ra f f icked.   We then teach you how to 

ident i fy  the t raf f i ck ing measures.   From there,  there is  law 

enforcement  protocols that  go in to invest igat ing that ,  mutual  

legal  assistance,  survei l lance,  in tercept ion and moni tor ing,  

agent  program.  That  is  par t  o f  that .   So,  i t  is  something  

that  the normal  s tat ion level  members do not  receive.   I t  is 20 

more fo r  your  specia l i zed uni ts .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And is  that  t ra in ing program in  

p lace now?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is ,  Commissioner .   I t  is  

accredi ted and in  p lace.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And accredi ted by who?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The South Af r ican Pol ice ,  

Commissioner ,  and i t  has got  a uni t  s tandard as wel l .   I t  

was ro l led out  in  the end of  2024 at  the Chat sworth Tra in ing 

Col lege,  and we had i t  o f f ic ia l l y  accredi ted and passed.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And is  i t  g iven to only the DPCI 

members or  other  SAPS uni ts  as wel l?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  as I  sa id,  i t  

is  o ther  SAPS members as wel l ,  but  i t  is  people that  are 

ident i f ied in  the work ing envi ronment .   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    When you say people that  are ident i f ied,  

they are p icked by somebody,  some system ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commiss ioner.   I t  

is  a lso people that  want  to  have an in terest .   I t  is  point less  

you come s i t  for  a  couple of  weeks and you do not  have an 

in terest  in  the topic.   You have got  to  have an in terest  in  

the f ie ld .   You have got  to  be pass ionate about  i t .   We do a 

theory,  and then we actual ly  d id  the physica l ,  where we 

took people in to the a i rpor t .   We took people in to the por t .   20 

We took people in to a minus 40 degree cold storage and 

showed them how to work in  that  envi ronment .   So you have 

got  a pract ica l  fee l  for  i t .   You have got  the theoret ica l  fee l  

for  i t ,  but  you a lso had to work  every  n ight .   They had 

theory to  do,  they had tests to  wr i te ,  and i t  was sat  in  by 
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HRD, the Human Resource Development .   There is  two 

sect ions in  HR,  and they then br ing i t  through.   I t  was 

mysel f  and members f rom head of f ice,  and I  say i t  was a  

h ighl ight  of  my career .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  i t  a  vo luntary par t ic ipat ion program, 

or  is  there a compulsory category of  people that  must 

at tend th is  course,  or  i t  is  just  a  mat ter  of  i f  you are  

in terested,  you come and at tend ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  would say 

f rom my s ide,  I  am going to say I  would  love every 10 

pol iceman to complete i t ,  but  i t  would be a person that  i s  

going to,  obvious ly there  would  be a budget ,  i t  is  t ime,  the  

pol ice would say there is  a p lace for  30 members who is  in  

that  f ie ld ,  they must  apply,  and then the Uni t  Commanders  

would send those people to  be enr iched and developed .   So 

i t  is  not  compulsory at  th is  stage,  but  i t  is  a  uni t  s tandard to  

obta in whi le  work ing in  our  d iv is ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And what  would you say is  i ts  reach,  

s ince i t  was in t roduced,  reach in  terms of  the levels of  

par t ic ipat ion?  And I  ask the quest ion because we have had 20 

evidence previously which you are  probably aware of ,  o f  

people who have par t i c ipated in  drug busts and they have 

absolute ly  no exper ience in  that  space,  and they have said  

stuf f  l ike,  you know,  smel l ing Cocaine,  they ident i f ied i t  by  

how i t  smel ls ,  but  i t  is  the same person who has never  
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par t ic ipated in  other  d rug busts,  so I  ask in  that  context .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So i f  I  am correct ,  

Commissioner,  you are  asking has i t  shown something 

benef ic ia l?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    As in  i ts  uptake in  the SAPS,  do you 

f ind that  members,  lo ts of  members who are potent ia l l y  

involved wi th narcot ics operat ions do par t ic ipate ?  So i t  is  

real ly  a stat s quest ions,  a stat is t ics quest ion  that  I  am 

asking.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  the people 10 

that  we are t ra in ing are not  the people on the ground that  

you are hear ing about ,  so maybe i t  is  the wrong f ie ld ,  but  

there is  in tervent ions f rom the South Af r ican Pol ice to t ra in 

those people.   The South Af r ican pol ice members,  when we 

jo in the pol ice,  o r  when I  jo in ed the pol ice,  we were  taught  

about  drugs.   Bel ieve me,  i t  is  noth ing what  we are ,  where  

we are today .   I  accepted i t ,  I  appreciate i t ,  but  i t  is  not  

where we are today.   There are d i f ferent  r i sks .    

 The members on the scene,  the members in  b lue,  

the uni form members,  e lements of  th is  are taught  to  them,  20 

but  they do not  understand the r isk consequence behind i t .   

And,  Commissioner,  I  wi l l  say th is  f rom my s ide because I  

have got  the exper ience of  i t ,  the pol ice want s  you to  

compi le  and fo l low the guidel ines on the cr ime scene wi th  

narcot ics .   There  is  a reason for  i t ,  because i f  you do not ,  



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 36  o f  201  

 

 

you are  going to  get  s ick.   Maybe dur ing my,  whi le  I  am 

giv ing my evidence,  I  wi l l  expla in to  you .   I  have personal ly  

exper ienced i t .   My current  par tner  that  I  work wi th got  very  

s ick.   

 The chemicals are tox ic .   I  have sk in cancer .   I  

cannot  te l l  you i f  I  got  i t  f rom here or  not .   The chemicals  

are tox ic .   You have to take the  necessary precaut ions 

whi le  handl ing,  whi le  deal ing,  and processing them .  That  i s  

why we have our  protocols set  up,  but  I  am not  the  person 

that  wr i tes these protocols.   I t  is  chemists,  doctors,  forensic 10 

experts that  wrote those protocols because they know as 

wel l ,  those chemicals are deadly,  and in  the envi ronment  

that  we work in ,  we,  maybe the communi ty only sees i t  as 

drugs.    

 I t  is  a lso chemicals,  and some of  those chemicals  

are not  chemicals  at  a l l .   They are substances that  you and 

I  have in  our  k i t chens,  and i f  you in teract  those chemicals  

in  the wrong way,  you wi l l  get  s ick.   So i f  the Commissioner  

ask me,  d id th is  p rogram work?  I  have evidence i t  d id  work .   

I  have had members that  work at  Bei tb r idge Border Post ,  20 

and they have had br i l l iant  se izures just  f rom stopping,  

observ ing,  fo l lowing the checkl i s ts ,  fo l lowing the h ints that  I  

have g iven them,  and they  wi l l  phone me,  Warrant ,  th is  i s  

what  you to ld me to do,  can I  do th is?  Yes,  you do .   He 

phones me f ive minutes la ter ,  we found i t .   To me,  that  is  a  
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major  success.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Warrant  Of f icer .   So 

the program that  you assisted w i th,  i t  inc ludes how to  

manage a seizure  scene,  c lan lab and non -c lan lab .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  that  is  

correct .   I t  is  a lso par t  o f  the pract ica ls that  you do on 

course.   You are g iven a pract ica l  where you are taught  to  

wear a l l  the correct  PPE,  and then process that  scene,  and 

then at  the end,  produce a docket  or  an inqui ry f i le .   I t  is  

par t  o f  the course.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And can I  just  ask  you on page 8 

662,  the 2015 ent ry there,  NCIS Homeland Secur i ty ,  

Counter  I l l ic i t  Smuggl ing ,  Mar i t ime Envi ronment ,  what  was 

that?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I f  I  am cor rect ,  that  had a  

lo t  to  do wi th the Heroin t rade and the Cocaine t rade .   So i t  

was everyth ing  that  was coming by sea .   So your 

conta iner ized vessels,  your  …[indist inct ] ,  your  f ish ing  

vessels,  and i t  a lso inc luded a i r  t ransport  as wel l .   So i t  is  

your  c ross-border  in tegrat ion .   20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And so that  was a course that  you 

d id wi th NCIS Homeland Secur i ty ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And how long have you been in  

the narcot ics invest igat ion space ?  



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 38  o f  201  

 

 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    1999.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    1999? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    1999.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Unt i l?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Ja,  2024.   2023/2024,  

Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And where d id you move to in  

2024?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  was moved away f rom my 

work envi ronment ,  Commissioner .   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Where were you moved to ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The provincia l  head of f i ce 

under General  Senona.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    As  what?  What  speci f ic  

department?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Supply chain management .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  d id that  enta i l ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  looked af ter  a l l  the  

weapons fo r  the KZN Armory fo r  the  DPCI .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And i f  I  could ask you,  when d id 20 

you move f rom there,  i f  a t  a l l ?   And we wi l l  get  back to that .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sor ry,  Commissioner,  say 

that  again?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you were in  Support  Serv ices,  

Provincia l  Suppor t  Serv ices.   Are you st i l l  there now ?  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  I  was moved back to  

Economic Protec ted Resources in  August  of  las t  year ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  is  that  uni t ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  now work wi th  cr imes 

against  in f rast ruc ture,  your  power l ines,  your  fue l ,  Transnet ,  

wi ld l i fe ,  as wel l  as h igh -prof i le  k idnappings  and human 

t raf f ick ing,  of  course .   My apologies.   I  am st i l l  new at  i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  we wi l l  get  to  

…[intervenes] .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  not  my area of  expert ise,  o f  course,  

and SAPS has to make i t s  own decis ions wi th regard to 

deployment ,  the deployments of  i t s  members ,  but  wi th  your 

expert i se,  which  is  shown f rom what  you read and 

substant ia ted on here,  and a lso just  the evidence you have  

g iven thus fa r  genera l ly ,  i t  seems that  you are qui te  

exper ienced in  narcot ics ,  especia l ly ,  you have gone so far  

as to  say you even lectured count rywide on the subject .   I t  

just  sounded to me that  i t  is  qui te  a waste of  a  resource to  

take you to procurement .   I  am not  suggest ing that  20 

procurement  is  not  important ,  but  I  am just  making a 

comment .   I  just  f ind that  very,  very odd .   I t  is  just  a  

comment ,  and I  do not  even expect  you to comment .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner ,  may I  

comment?  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Chai r?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You can comment  now,  or  we can 

get  to  i t .   Ja,  we wi l l  get  to  that  por t ion .   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Before we get  to  that ,  can I  just  

cont inue wi th your exper ience in  narcot ics,  and then we can 

deal  wi th  Chai r 's  very important  quest ion .   Can I  ask  you in  10 

the consol idated statement ,  the  consol idated statement  

bundles …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  there are acronyms 

here that  we should  not  assume we know.   At  page 662,  in  

2010,  towards the  bot tom of  that  page,  Warrant  Of f icer ,  you 

have got  SAPS S -A-R-P-C-O.   I t  has something to do wi th  

drug ident i f icat ion .   What  is  that  acronym for ,  S -A-R-P-C-O?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  that  is  

SARPCO, the  South Af r ican Regional  Pol ice  

Commissioners ,  I  th ink i t  is  Organizat ion .   I t  is  a l l  the 20 

people in  the southern hemisphere  of  Af r ica .   I t  is  a l l  the i r  

po l i ce members that  come together  and I  began at tending 

one of  the i r  courses,  and then I  was pr iv i leged enough to  

present  lectures  to them  and i t  bu i lds up a br i l l iant  

communicat ion,  because that  is  the cor r idor  fo r  the  Heroin 
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and Methamphetamine in to our  count ry .   So that  was,  so I  

was present ing courses to SA RPCO at tendees.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   I  had 

d i rected you to the statement  bundle,  consol idated 

statement  bundle ,  sect ion 1 and i t  is ,  you wi l l  see there is  

another  fo lder  in  sect ion 1,  a  d iv ider ,  an orange d iv ider ,  

wi th  General  Flynn 's supplementary statement .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Henr ik  Frans Flynn?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  supplementary wi th the  10 

statement .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have i t ,  Commissioners .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  in  paragraph 3,  General  Flynn 

had created a table of  d rug busts  that  occur red in  Durban,  

non-c lan lab drug busts in  Durban for  the per iod 2020 to  

2022.   What  I  would l i ke us to do is  go th rough tha t  tab le 

and ask you to ident i fy  a l l  o f  the  busts where  you were  

involved.   So the f i rs t  one is  5  February 2020 at  CHC 

Depot ,  547 k i lograms Mandrax .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  my case,  20 

Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And the next  one is  the 8 t h  o f  May 

2020.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  my case,  

Commissioner .   
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    The next  one,  11 August  2020,  

Durban,  20 k i lograms of  Cocaine.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    My case,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    23 February 2021,  495 packages 

of  Meth.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  Methamphetamine,  

yes,  Commissioner ,  i t  is  mine.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    22 June 2021,  541 k i lograms of  

Cocaine.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Not  mine,  Commiss ioner .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    The 30 t h  o f  Ju ly 2021,  Maydon 

Wharf ,  1 ,000 k i lograms of  Cocaine.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  mine,  

Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    The 16 t h  o f  February 2022 .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  a t tended 

the scene.   I  was present  there,  but  i t  was not  my case .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Whose case was i t ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  was g iven to,  i t  is  now 

Colonel  S ib iya .  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    KG Sib iya?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    28 t h  o f  November 2022,  60 

k i lograms of  Coca ine at  R&D Port .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  that  is  mine,  
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Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  a lso yours?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    They are a l l  mine .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Now there is  a lso  another  

document  that  has been submit ted  by,  which formed par t  o f  

General  Senona 's  bundle .   I f  I  cou ld ask you to go to that .   

I t  is  in  the Exhib i t  bundle.   I t  should be the second f i le ,  

page 549.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Major  Hero in and Cocaine 

seizures.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  tha t  is  correct .   And can we 

star t  on 550,  because I  th ink they inver ted,  but  le t  us just  

wai t  for  the Commissioners to  get  there.   And you can 

d isp lay i t  i f  you have i t  avai lab le .   F i rs t ,  we wi l l  s tar t  on 

page 550.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  Durban Centra l  

Enqui ry CAS 13/10/2023,  228 k i lograms of  Cocaine.   I t  was 

seized at  iDube Cold Storage.   Yes,  i t  is  mine.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  was yours as wel l ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.   20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And on page 549,  a re  

those the photographs re lated to that ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  they had an owl  on 

them.   That  would  be my scene.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So that  is  October 2023 .   
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This is  not  at  the harbour or  a depot  near the harbour.   

Where was th is?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner ,  i t  is  

deemed a por t  operat ion because i t  is  ins ide,  i t  was r ight  

next  to  the  K ing Shark In ternat ional  A i rpor t .   I t  is  ins ide an 

indust r ia l  space that  p rocesses goods in  bondage,  goods in  

storage and in  t ransi t .   And th is  was f rozen chicken coming 

f rom South Amer ica in to South Af r ica  and here we had 

in format ion and there was a sh ipment  of  Cocaine h idden in  

between the chicken .   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So,  d id you make any 

other  busts af te r  October 2023 ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  have 

been par t  o f  one.   I  th ink there is  another  one where the  

Cocaine was found in  paint  drums .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  on page 551 .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Ja ,  that  is  i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you mind te l l ing us about  that  

one?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    But ,  Commissioner,  the  20 

case number is  incorrect .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I f  you go to page 548 ,  just  check 

there.   What  is  the descr ip t ion?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  would be correct ,  

because i t  was a t  Gr indrod.   That  is  correct .   I t  is  a t  the 
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Gr indrod warehouse ,  that  is  cor rect .   But  on the  image 

i tse l f ,  the index to the 13 /10/2023 is  incor rect .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So,  the descr ip t ion  at  548 

goes wi th the photographs on 551.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  would be correct ,  

Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Ncube,  i f  then we make the  

correct ion on page 551 so that  when we read away f rom you 

and the Warrant  Of f icer ,  we remember what  i t  was.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    We had wanted to do that ,  

Commissioner,  but  i t  is  General  S enona 's document .   So,  

we are not  sure i f  there was a reason why they had done i t  

that  way,  but  the  Warrant  Of f icer  ind icated to us that  i t  is  

incorrect .   But  I  am not  sure i f  in  the i r  records i t  i s  actual ly  

incorrect .   I t  is  no t  our  document .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  but  on our  copies,  because what  we 

have are our  copies ,  can you just  lead us on what  we 

should wr i te?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   So,  i f ,  Warrant  Of f icer ,  you 20 

could  take,  go to page 548.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner?  

CHAIRPERSON :    We want  to  wr i te  what  i s  cor rect  on  551.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So,  548 is  cor rect ,  f rom 

what  I  can unders tand .   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  was at  Gr indrod.   I t  was 

in  paints drums.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  is  the enqui ry number  that  is  

d i f ferent .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  the enqui ry  number  

that  is  incorrect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  we just ,  where we have 13 /10/2023,  

we s imply wr i te  10 /10/2023? 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Correct ,  Chai r .   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   I  see you,  Warrant  Of f icer ,  I  

see you are st ra in ing your ears  when I  speak .   Am I  

speaking too sof t ly?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  can hear  

you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    My ears are,  I  have 

permanent  tendin i t is .   I  hear  the sea a l l  day long,  so i t  is  

very for tunate I  do not  need to go on hol iday .   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    A t  that  551,  the  cor rect ion we make,  you 

say is  10 /10/2023,  but  i t  looks l ike even the quant i ty ,  i t  says 

228,  is  the quant i ty  cor rect ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  wi l l  not  
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say the,  I  cannot ,  sor ry,  le t  me not  say,  I  cannot  say,  I  

cannot  conf i rm that .   I t  was not  my mat ter .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  can conf i rm those are the  

images that  were  there,  and I  can conf i rm I  d id at tend the  

scene.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  I  understand .   Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I  th ink the mistake is  that  they 

confused the pain t  bust  wi th  the ,  the enqui ry number  for  the 

paint  bust  wi th  the enqui ry number for  the f rozen chicken.   10 

So at  550,  where you deal  wi th  the f rozen chicken,  i t  i s  

13/10/2023,  but  the photographs on the next  page,  which is  

13/10/23,  i s  not  the paint ,  not  the  chicken,  i t  is  the paint .   

That  is  real ly  where the mistake come .   So Commissioner  

Baloy i  is  correct ,  i t  is  not  228 kg on 551 .   I t  should be 200.   

And yours is  the  228 for  the f rozen chicken ,  okay .   Now,  

what  was your involvement  in  the paint  bust ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  was par t  o f  the team 

under a Commander .   I  can say i t  was easy.   We spot ted the  

paint  t ins because of  i r regular i t ies  on the l ids,  and then we 20 

ident i f ied the Cocaine and unpacked i t .   I  d id  noth ing  

fur ther  than that .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And were there any other  

busts before you were then moved to Support  Serv ices? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Not  that  I  can recal l .   
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There was qui te  a few,  but  not  that  I  have in  f ront  of  me 

r ight  now,  Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Before we deal  wi th  the  

reason that  you were moved to Support  Serv ices,  can you 

te l l  us more about  what  you were doing at  Support  

Serv ices?  You ment ioned f i rearms.   What  d id i t  enta i l ?   

Was i t  an operat ional  posi t ion ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  was 

moved to Support  Serv ices due to a pending invest igat ion of  

corrupt ion .   I  was served a le t ter  by General  S enona,  and I  10 

was moved.   I  have st i l l  heard noth ing.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can we go to that  le t te r  on page 

475,  Commissioners,  o f  that  same bundle ,  475 of  the 

Exhib i t  bundle ,  the same …[incomplete] .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  th is  i s  i t .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   We obta ined th is .   I t  is  a  

photograph of  the actual  le t te r ,  but  I  th ink you have come 

today wi th the actual  le t ter .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  i s  cor rect ,  

Commissioner .  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  we wi l l  just  wai t  for  the 

Commissioners.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  we missed what  you just  sa id .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    We obta ined a photograph of  the  

le t ter ,  but  the Warrant  Of f icer  came wi th the actual  le t ter .   
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So you wi l l  see the qual i t y  is  not  that  g reat .   So,  Warrant  

Of f icer ,  i t  is  a  Not ice of  Temporary P lacement .   Can you 

read to us what  i t  says?  P lease take your t ime.   You can 

star t  f rom paragraph 1 .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    - :  

 “1.   A  compla int  was received on 

a l legat ions of  ser ious corrupt ion  

against  the above-ment ioned member,  

who is  at tached to the S ANEB team at  

Durban Ser ious Organized Cr ime 10 

Invest igat ion .   

 2 .   I t  has been decided that  Warrant  

Of f icer  KR Sander be p laced at  the 

Provincia l  Support  Serv ices as f rom 

2024-02-13 unt i l  fur ther  not ice,  

pending the  outcome of  the 

invest igat ion .    

 3 .   K indly in fo rm the member  

accord ingly. ”  

 I t  is  s igned by General  S enona,  dated 2024-02-13.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  were you ever  in fo rmed of  

what  the ser ious a l legat ions of  cor rupt ion were ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Were you in formed of f i c ia l ly  in  

wr i t ing?  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  how were you in formed?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Verbat im,  in  a meet ing .   I t  

was mysel f .   I f  I  recal l ,  i t  was mysel f ,  Colonel  Jacob,  

Colonel  S ib iya ,  Br igadier  Nyuswa and General  Senona.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  were you in formed 

about?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  was to ld that  an emai l  

had been sent  to  the Nat ional  Head Of f ice that  I  was 

accused of  supply ing or  fac i l i ta t ing the supply of  narcot ics 10 

to the Flor ida Road Nightc lub Syndicates .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And d id you ever  get  an outcome 

of  the invest igat ion?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Formal ly ,  no?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Unof f ic ia l ly?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Unof f i c ia l ly ,  you were in formed of  

the outcome?  20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Unof f ic ia l ly ,  I  found out  

that  the enqui ry was c losed,  I  th ink i t  was in  four  days or  

f ive days.   The enqui ry was g iven to members f rom Port  



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 51  o f  201  

 

 

Shepstone DPCI .   I t  was a l located to them.   Unof f ic ia l l y ,  I  

found that  that  enqui ry was c losed wi th in four  days .   I t  was 

f i led,  negat ive .   

CHAIRPERSON :    When you are say ing wi th in four  days,  do 

you mean four  days f rom 13 February 2024 ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner ,  f rom 

the t ime i t  was opened to the t ime that  i t  was c losed .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The t ime of  me being 

p laced and the t ime of  the enqui ry  are d i f ferent .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  a l r ight .   And besides th is  le t ter  at  

page 475,  d id  you ever  receive any communicat ion,  

anyth ing in  wr i t ing  e i ther  f rom General  S enona or  the  

Provincia l  Commander?  Did you ever  get  anyth ing in  

wr i t ing …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Besides th is .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Besides the le t ter  at  page 475 .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There is  other  le t ters that  

came.   Commissioner,  as a resul t  o f  th is ,  I  was s i t t ing now 

in an envi ronment  where they say I  am not  in  act ive duty.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  I  am ta lk ing le t ters that  re late to  

what  appears to  have been a d isc ip l inary process that  was 

in tended,  le t ters re lat ing to that .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Noth ing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So th is  i s  the only le t te r  you received ?   
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   And t i l l  today,  

you do not  know of f i c ia l l y  what  the outcome of  the 

invest igat ion is?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  i s  cor rect ,  

Commissioner .   And even before th is ,  I  even said to  Colonel  

Jacob,  I  sa id,  a l l  I  want  is  my name c leared.   Give me the 

le t ter ,  c lear  my name.   

CHAIRPERSON :    And how did you get  to  hear that  the  

enqui ry was c losed wi th in four  days of  i t s  commencement ?  10 

How did you get  to  hear about  that ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  asked someone to check 

the enqui ry number on CAS.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And they came back saying tha t  i t  was 

c losed?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Closed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you yoursel f  never saw anyth ing 

showing that  i t  was indeed c losed ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And were you ever  p laced on 20 

suspension?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You were then moved f rom 

Support  Serv ices at  some point .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before you move on.   At  the t ime,  
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who d id you repor t  to?  Who was your immediate super ior ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  fe l l  under Capta in Van 

Niekerk .   There is  a Colonel ,  and then  Br igadier ,  Colonel  

Zekal i ,  and then Br igadier  Mul l igan  and then obviously i t  i s  

the two seniors,  which is  Br igad ier  Nyuswa and General  

Senona.   We are  a l l  on the same of f ice .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  of  the people that  were in  the room 

wi th you when you were to ld about  th is  emai l  that  has come 

to head of f ice  …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Oh,  yes.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Was any one of  them your immediate 

super ior ,  one of  the people that  …[ indist inct ] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    My immediate super ior  

was Colonel  Jacob.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A t  the t ime?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  and he was in  the room?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you ever  get  to  see the emai l  

compla in t  against  you?  20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Never.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And when you f ind out  that  the 

invest igat ion or  the enqui ry is  c losed,  d id your immediate  

super ior  speak to you about  i t  ever ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Noth ing.   And i t  cont inued to be,  at  the 

t ime that  you f ind  that  i t  is  c losed,  your  super io r  cont inued 

to be Colonel  Jacob?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So,  technica l ly ,  yes ,  

because my post  never changed on the system.   I  am 

actual ly  gone back to my very same of f ice at  my o ld  of f ice .   

So,  my post  was st i l l  there .   I  p lug my computer  in .   I  log in .   

I  s t i l l  have the same t i t le .   But  when you work at  another  

of f ice,  we have obviously a job descr ip t ion  in  JD.   So,  I  had 

two peps,  one for  Support  Serv ices and one for  DPCI  10 

Ser ious Organized Cr ime,  SANE B.   So,  I  had two jobs that  

were running .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And whi ls t  a t  Support  Serv ices,  

what  was your exper ience in  the work ing envi ronment ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    For  me,  i t  was pr ison .   The 

people I  work wi th,  are amazing and I  wi l l  say that  over  and 

over  again ,  incredib le humans.   I  learnt  a lo t ,  but  there was 

a post  that  I  appl ied  for .   Dur ing the  post ,  they do a  

f inancia l  vet t ing,  and i t  came up that  I  was a d i rec tor  of  a  20 

shoot ing c lub.   I  am not  going to ment ion the name,  i f  that  

is  f ine.   I t  is  par t  o f  a l l  o f  my pol ice  members .   I  am the V ice  

Chai rman of  the  pol ice shoot ing  c lub.   Hal f  o f  the KZN 

shoot ing c lub,  we are  a l l  members of  the same c lub as wel l .   

We preserve the bank account  to  stop people changing the  
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name or  commit t ing f raud .   By doing so,  our  Treasurer  

registered a company  but  i t  is  a  non-prof i t  company.   I  was 

charged for  runn ing a business wi thout  te l l ing the pol ice 

that  I  had an in terest  in  the business .   The outcome of  that  

was a verbal  warn ing by Colonel  Jacob.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    But  th is  was af te r  the a l legat ions 

of  cor rupt ion,  and you were moved to Support  Serv ices?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  a f ter ,  but  i t  is  dur ing 

as wel l ,  Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   And that  was a lso in  2024 ?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And your engagements 

wi th General  Senona whi le  at  Support  Serv ices,  how were  

those engagements?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  do not  engage wi th 

General  Senona,  Commissioner .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you say that  other  than 

General  Senona,  there was a lso Br igadier  Nyuswa.   Was he 

a lso at  that  same of f ice where you were ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  i s  cor rect ,  20 

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   When you then moved 

f rom Support  Serv ices,  you go where ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  received,  

I  was cal led to Br igadier  Nyuswa 's of f ice .   He was to ld I  am 
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go ing back to my o ld of f i ce,  but  I  was being moved.   I  was 

not  a l lowed to work narcot ics .   Commissioner?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Cont inue .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    But  p r io r  to  th is ,  they 

wanted to stop a l l  my scar ce sk i l ls  and th is  had resul ted in  

me get t ing legal  counsel ,  draf t ing long statements,  and we 

served a not ice on then i t  was Colonel  Jama .   Colonel  Jama 

was act ing on behal f  o f  General  S enona.   She served the 

not ice to suspend a l l  my salar ies  and my incomes,  and I  

chal lenged i t .   To  that ,  I  never received a response .   But  I  10 

d id get  the verba l  response of  Br igadier  Nyuswa te l l ing me 

that  I  am going back to operat iona l  space .   But  I  was to ld I  

was not  a l lowed to work narcot ics.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can you jus t  expla in,  you say your  

scarce sk i l l s  were stopped .   What  are we ta lk ing about  

when you say scarce sk i l l s  were stopped ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  in  the  DPCI 

envi ronment  and the Organized Cr ime envi ronment ,  FSL, 

Task Force,  and stuf f  l i ke  that ,  cer ta in sk i l ls ,  you get  a 

f inancia l  remunerat ion .   For  the Commissioner,  I  get  20 

R1,000.00.   That  i s  my scarce sk i l l s  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    An a l lowance,  scarce sk i l l s  a l lowance .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    R1,000.00.   I t  means a lo t  

to  me,  though.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  R1,000.00.   I  have 

been receiv ing i t  s ince i ts  incept ion,  and I  work for  i t .   I t  is  

mine.   I  was then to ld,  but  now remember,  on top  of  that  

now,  there is  no  more danger a l lowance.   So I  lose my 

danger a l lowance,  my operat ional  a l lowance .   So 

f inancia l l y ,  i t  is  a  huge knockdown now to be s i t t ing in  an 

of f ice .   I  have the  court  papers here,  the Commission wants 

i t  and that ,  when I  say court  papers,  my legal  bundle,  which 

I  served on Colonel  Jama .   They moved me.   There is  s t i l l  

no answer.   And I  sa id,  you moved me,  how can you take 10 

my money away when noth ing has happened ?  And then I  

was moved back to my work ing space .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Was then the scare sk i l ls  a l lowance 

restored …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  was never touched .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    When you returned.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    They never touched i t ,  

Commissioner.   Maybe the correct  word ing is ,  i t  was a 

not i f icat ion to suspend your a l lowance .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And i t  was never suspended ?  20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    They never touched i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  s t i l l  receive i t  as we 

speak,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you were moved to Support  

Serv ices in  February of  2024 .   And when do you then move 

out  of  Support  Serv ices?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    2025/08,  in  August .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And that  is  when you were moved 

to the economic  …[incomplete] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Economic Protected 

Resources.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  do you do there ?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  am busy wi th  human 10 

t raf f ick ing invest igat ions .   I  am busy wi th qui te  a few 

invest igat ions to  non - ferrous syndicates ,  fue l  p ipel ines,  

in f rast ructure damage.   I  have got  a wi ld l i fe  one at  the 

moment  wi th people poaching out  at  sea .   I t  is  qui te  

in terest ing .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You had ment ioned ear l ier  that  

when they moved you verbal ly ,  they said that  you would not  

go back to narcot ics.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Were you g iven a reason as to 20 

why not?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why do you th ink you were  moved 

in  February 2023?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Am I  a l lowed to  say?  I  
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th ink I  was standing on thei r  toes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you just  e laborate on that ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Maybe be ing too  

successfu l ,  too many good recover ies .   Understanding how 

the syndicate works .   Understanding who the d i f ferent  ro le  

p layers in  the env i ronment  were.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  should everybody wi th in the force  not  

be happy about  that?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    We should be promoted to 

actual ly  make tha t  b igger and go fu r ther .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  guess what  I  am t ry ing to establ ish is  

why something that  has a l l  the ha l lmarks of  a  d isc ip l inary  

process should be inst i tu ted against  you when,  as you say,  

you were qui te  successfu l .   Should those that  purpor ted to 

inst i tu te th is  d isc ip l inary process not  actual ly  have 

appreciated what  you were doing ?  I  guess that  i s  another  

way of  t ry ing to  get  an answer  to  Ms Segeels -Ncube 's  

quest ion.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  is  very 

d i f f icu l t  for  me s i t t ing here because,  as I  say,  I  do not  have 20 

a statement  or  anyth ing l i ke that  and now we are  ta lk ing of  

a  d i f fe rent  subjec t .   And i t  has af fected where I  am .   And 

Commissioner 's  quest ion is  so val id ,  I  could answer i t  for  

days.   I  wi l l  g ive Commissioner  an example .   The pol ice  has 

excel lence awards .   But  you,  as a pol iceman,  to  get  the 
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excel lence award have to mot ivate yoursel f  to  get  the  

award.   I t  is  not  your  Commander who says,  wel l  done,  

Warrant  Of f icer ,  you d id th is ,  I  am going to put  a  le t ter  in  

for  you.   I t  is  the  other  way around .   I  must  wr i te  my own 

story and hand i t  in  to  get  the award.   So management  is  

get t ing the accolades .   They get  the i r  PEP,  they get  the i r  

accolades as  Commanders .   But  you as the members that  

do the work do not  get  the recogni t ion the other  way 

around.   I t  is  confusing,  but  that  is  how i t  works .    

 So in  answer ing your quest ion,  Commissioner,  the  10 

teams that  work wi th me,  I  never work a lone,  the teams that  

work wi th me,  they do not  get  recogni t ion .   Mysel f ,  there is  

no recogni t ion.   Maybe i f  you can go to my personal  f i le  and 

f ind a le t ter  of  recogni t ion,  I  wi l l  be happy because I  have  

not  seen one.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You were asked the quest ion,  why do 

you th ink you were moved  and you say,  I  th ink I  was,  I  must  

have been stepping on thei r  toes .   I  am not  asking you the 

“ they ” ,  to  name the they that  you re fer  to  there.   But  here  is  

the quest ion ,  d id  you have reason in  these operat ions that  20 

you were doing,  taken together ,  d id you get  to  a point  where  

you had reason to suspect  that  some of  your  co l leagues,  

whoever they are ,  may be involved or  have an in terest  in  

these operat ions?  I  am not  asking you to ment ion  names,  

but  to  understand what  your  answer means .   
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

Pr io r  to  me being moved,  th is  invest igat ion  of  the 

corrupt ion,  mysel f  and my immediate Commander were not  

seeing eye to eye due to,  le t  us just  say,  there was 

a l legat ions of  thef t  o f  exhib i ts ,  exhib i ts  going missing,  

dockets going missing .   I  f i led a compla int  l ike that .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Of  that?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    And I  do not  th ink 10 

management  took l ike to  that .   That  would have been the  

star t .   I  then appl ied for  a t ransfer  f rom the DPCI to  

Organised Cr ime at  the provinc ia l  head of f ice.   So i t  would  

have been to the  14 t h  f loor  under ,  i ts ,  i t  would have been 

under General  S ib iya,  sorry Br igadier  S ib iya,  the  same 

work ing envi ronment .   I f  you ask how to chal lenge a  system 

as a jun ior ,  you learn quick ly that  you can not .   I  appl ied to  

go as an Invest igator  at  Durban Centra l .   That  appl icat ion,  I  

cannot  te l l  you how,  which magic spel l  was cast ,  was 

changed to  Durban Centra l  charge of f ice  and the t ransfer  20 

was approved not  to ,  so remember the quest ion  is  be ing 

asked now,  do you have scar ce sk i l ls?  Yes.   Are  you an 

Invest igator?  Yes.    

 A t  that  t ime there was a pol icy in  p lace to reta in  

Detect ives,  people wi th scar ce sk i l ls .   So that  is  why in  my 
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appl icat ion for  a t ransfer ,  I  asked to go to an invest igat ive  

f ie ld .   But  the t ransfer  was changed to go to the  Durban 

Centra l  charge of f ice wi th a post  number.   When that  came 

to our  head of f ice ,  HR,  they said,  a re you aware of  th is  and 

they said your t ransfer  i s  approved .   And I  sa id,  okay,  I  am 

very happy,  thank you very much .   And I  see i t  is  Durban 

Centra l  charge of f ice.    

 When I  went  to  the HR at  our  provinc ia l  o f f ice,  I  

was to ld,  ra ther  just  go s i t  in  your  of f ice,  d r ink your  cof fee,  

you are now f igh t ing b ig people,  leave i t .   And I  took that  10 

advice.   You comply.   But  I  cancel led my t ransfer  and I  

s tayed at  SCM unt i l  where I  am to today .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And th is  compla int  that  you say you f i led 

about  miss ing dockets and exhib i ts ,  you would  have,  I  

assume i t  is  a compla int  in  wr i t ing.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    When is  th is  in  terms of  t ime ?  Which  

year are we ta lk ing about?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  pr ior  to  th is  

happening,  Commissioner .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Pr ior  to  you being moved out  of  th is ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And who do you submit  that  k ind of  

compla int  to?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  recal l  the or ig inal  emai l  
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went  to ,  i t  was then Capta in,  I  can not  recal l ,  he  was a 

Capta in …[indist inct ]  KG Sib iya,  but  i t  was for  the at tent ion  

of  then L ieutenant  Colonel  Gopalsamy,  and then fo l lowing 

the ranking t ra i l  go ing up .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   And that  compla int ,  what  k ind of  

deta i l  does i t  have?  Does i t ,  do you l i s t  inc idents speci f ic ,  

case numbers,  exhib i t s  and …[ incomplete] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  very speci f i c ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  that  speci f ic ,  okay.   A l l  r ight ,  thank 10 

you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Chai r ,  I  just  wanted to f ind out  

when are we tak ing the tea adjournment ,  i f  a t  a l l ?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and come back a t  10 to  

12.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Segeels -Ncube.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Warrant  

Of f icer ,  before we cont inue wi th the next  top ic,  I  just  want  20 

to deal  again wi th what  was happening at  support  serv ices.   

And I  know you have g iven your reason.   You say you 

thought  that  you were moved,  you th ink that  you were 

moved to support  serv ices because you were stepping on 

toes,  on thei r  toes.   And we are not  asking you who you are 
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re ferr ing to as there.   But  how were you stepping on thei r  

toes?  You said being too successfu l ,  but  why would  that  be  

seen as stepping on the toes of  the people that  a re now 

moving you?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  a  syndicate  

has many toes,  i f  I  can say that .   There are toes to move a  

product .   There are toes to dr ive  the product .   There are  

toes to sh ip the product .   There are toes that  g ive legal  

advice.   There are toes that  possib ly  s i t  in  the prosecut ion.   

And then there is  toes that  se l l  the drugs.   When I  say toes,  10 

toes at tached to those human peop le.   I f  I  h i t  the i r  runners,  

I  am standing on thei r  toes.   I f  I  take thei r  drugs away at  

the wholesale d iv is ion,  that  is  cost ing them a lo t  o f  money.   

I t  is  a  lo t  o f  money.   You stand on thei r  toes.   I f  you stand 

on thei r  toes,  i t  causes a person to say ouch.   They do not  

l ike doing that .   They want  you to a lso be ouch.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  our  focus here is  wi th in SAPS.   On 

what  you are saying,  one would  be led to bel ieve that  

perhaps you are ta lk ing about  i f  there is  such a th ing,  the 

real  drug dealers .   And yes,  I  wou ld imagine they could,  i f  20 

they do not  actual ly  do so,  use SAPS members.   But  f rom 

what  you are saying,  one just  th inks of  the drug dealers  

themselves,  excluding,  for  example,  corrupt  members of  

SAPS.    

 So,  the d isc ip l inary process here  was brought  by  
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people f rom SAPS.   And the quest ion is  why th is  would have 

been done to you,  and then you ta lk  about  stepping on toes.   

So,  what  exact ly  are you saying?  Insofar  as SAPS is  

concerned,  and insofar  as SAPS is  inst i tu t ing a d isc ip l inary 

process,  and ends up moving you to,  I  wi l l  just  say 

procurement .   I  have fo rgot ten the term you use.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  in  shor t ,  I  

am just  going to say maybe I  became a thorn in  the i r  s ide,  

because I  was in ter fe r ing wi th the i r  supply chain.   And fo r  

the supply chain to  work cor rect ly ,  you need,  and I  wi l l  say  10 

i t ,  you need a cor rupt  pol i ceman there.   You need a corrupt  

customs of f ic ia l ,  you need a cor rupt  pol i ceman.   Then your  

system f lows.   That  is  how the system works .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  your  bel ie f  is  that  SAPS inst i tu ted a 

d isc ip l inary process against  you because you were  

d is rupt ive of  the drug deal ing.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner,  and 

how else was I  f ind ing the stuf f?   I  was obviously asking,  

for  me I  am saying I  was asking the r ight  quest ions,  but  for  

them they were saying I  was asking the wrong quest ions.   I  20 

was f ind ing the s torage depots.   I  was not  f ind ing one bag,  

two bags,  o r  th ree capsules.   I  was f ind ing a ton ,  200 k i los,  

600 k i los.   30 k i los at  a  t ime.    

 I  was f ind ing i t  in  a  sh ip out  at  sea before i t  even 

came to Durban.   I  was f ind ing i t  h idden somewhere .   They,  
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maybe just  the way I  worked,  I  d id  not  share that  wi th  them.  

So,  they become suspic ious of  my techniques and my 

technology.   But  i t  was just  an actual  fact  a  very good 

work ing re lat ionship wi th d i f ferent  ro le p layers and 

eventual ly  some very good in formers.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  assume you mean shar ing the 

in format ion.   The shar ing there sounds bet te r .   I t  is  as i f  

you are not  shar ing the drugs w i th them.  You are not  

shar ing the in format ion on how you are so successfu l  wi th  

the drug busts.  10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  do not  

know how to say i t .   Maybe we wi l l  get  there in  other  

ev idence i f  I  can have 2 minutes of  your  t ime to te l l  you how 

we d isrupt  them get t ing the stuf f  and the d i f ferent  

techniques.   But  i t  is  going  to expose undercover  

operat ional  techniques.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  th ink you should get  in to that  

deta i l  because then i t  wi l l  a ler t  the  drug dealers on how you 

operate.   They wi l l  then f ind ways to get  around that .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  ask a quest ion and hope i t  does 

not  get  us back to what  the Chai r  is  t ry ing to be caut ious 

about?  You said some words back that  there has to be,  and 

I  th ink you were expla in ing how t raf f ickers succeed.   I  th ink 
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one of  the th ings you said was,  for  example,  there has to be 

a cor rupt  pol i ce of f icer ,  there has to be a cor rupt  customs 

of f ic ia l  fo r  that  chain to  succeed u l t imate ly.   Can I  ask you 

to just  e laborate a b i t  the re the ro le of  a  corrupt  customs 

of f ic ia l ,  for  example,  in  fac i l i ta t ing th is ,  what  ro le they 

would p lay,  the corrupt  pol i ce of f icer  in  th is  cha in that  

u l t imate ly sees a successfu l  t ra f f ick ing of  drugs to the i r  

f ina l  dest inat ion?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  be l ieve  

the advocate asked me about  the  CHC seizure.   I f  I  deal  10 

wi th that ,  that  w i l l  g ive you,  the  Commissioner,  a  good 

example of  how the in format ion of  a  cor rupt  SARS of f ic ia l  

came about  and then the steps taken af ter  that .   Can I  do  

that?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  I  wi l l  leave i t  to  Ms Segeels to  deal  

wi th  that .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Can I  do that  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes we wi l l  get  to  that ,  ja .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I  just  want  to  c lose of f  your  20 

movements wi th in DPCI so that  we can then get  to  your  

statement  and then we can deal  w i th  the other  factual  s tuf f .   

So,  what  I  wanted to f ind out  f rom you insofar  as your t ime 

at  support  serv ices is  you are not  on suspension.   You have 

been moved there because of  ser ious corrupt  a l legat ions,  
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which you were not  g iven formal  not i f icat ion of  what  they 

enta i led.   What  I  want  to  unders tand is  why they would 

move someone who is  being accused of  ser ious corrupt ion  

to support  serv ices.   Is  i t  considered a safe p lace?  I  mean,  

you ment ioned supply chain management .   Is  i t  a  safe p lace 

to put  somebody who is  being accused of  ser ious 

corrupt ion?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  do not  

want  to  say the locat ion of  where i t  is .   Let  us just  say my 

of f ice I  had a vaul t  fu l l  o f  fu l l y  automat ic  weapons at  my 10 

d isposal .   Not  one,  not  two,  a lo t .   As I  sa id,  I  took over  the  

armoury fo r  the DPCI.   There is  documentat ion and I  have 

s igned a handing over .   I  was responsib le fo r  an audi t ,  a  

good audi t  i f  I  may add.   The SEM team there is  amazing.   

We got  a c lean audi t  f rom the Audi tor  General  fo r  a l l  our  

weapons and ammuni t ion.   I f  I  was corrupt ,  I  would  not  se l l  

drugs,  I  would se l l  guns.   My f ie ld  o f  expert ise is  weapons.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And so,  in  that  posi t ion,  you 

descr ibed i t  as be ing in  pr ison.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  work 20 

outs ide.   I  am an outdoor person.   You c lock in  through a 

checkpoint  in  the  morning.   You c lock  out  at  a  checkpoint .   

There is  no t ime.   You cannot  go out  at  a  cer ta in t ime.   My 

only safe space was my cof fee machine.   And then they 

sto le my cof fee machine ins ide the DPCI.   Sorry ,  I  am 
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laughing about  i t .   I t  is  s t i l l  so annoying.   And I  had to get  

polygraphed because of  the thef t  o f  my own cof fee machine.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Who asked you to be polygraphed 

for  the thef t  o f  your  own cof fee machine?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    General  Senona .   There 

were other  i tems that  were  going missing  in  the 

envi ronment .   And,  again,  I  was seen as a suspect  and I  

had to go and get  polygraphed for  the thef t  o f  my own 

cof fee machine.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you know i f  you passed?  10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  passed.   I  just  want  my 

cof fee machine back.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Did you get  i t  back?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  no.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  Warrant  Of f i cer ,  so when 

you move f rom supply chain management  in  August  2025 to 

the,  le t  us just  ca l l  i t  the  ant i -human t raf f i ck ing d iv is ion,  

what  i s  your  exper ience l i ke when you are now in that  uni t?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  am deal ing wi th some 

pret ty  h igh -prof i le  cases.   I  be l ieve  one has been ca l led up 20 

at  Madlanga a few t imes now and at  another  Commission  

wi th the DPP.   I  have that  mat te r  at  the moment .   I  have,  as  

I  sa id,  wi ld l i fe  and f isher ies,  i l legal  poaching on our  

coast l ine.   I  have got  human t raf f i ck ing wi th people going to 

Cambodia that  were t raf f icked,  near ly  200 and something 
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people.   So,  I  th ink they  are h igh-prof i le  and wi th some form 

of  expert i se or  le t  us ca l l  i t  you do not  want  a corrupt  

person invest igat ing them, but  here  I  am,  I  am invest igat ing  

them.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And have you ever  t r ied  to get  

back to narcot ics?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  would love to go back,  

but  I  cannot .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And why do you say you cannot?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Here we are in  Madlanga 10 

today.   I  am giv ing evidence about  the people tha t  I  work 

wi th or  g iv ing test imony about  d i f ferent  th ings.   I t  is  just  not  

a very happy space.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  your  in tent ion is  then to stay  

where you are?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  am happy.   I t  is  a  n ice 

group to work wi th.   We are actual ly  doing very wel l .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who do you report  to?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Colonel  Jacob.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  you st i l l  repor t  to  Colone l  20 

Jacob? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Ma’am.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And can I  just  ask,  how long have 

you been a warrant  of f icer?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    2003.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    S ince 2003?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Ma’am .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  unless the Commissioners 

have any other  quest ions about  your  h is tory,  I  would l ike to  

move over  to  your  statement ,  your  wi tness statement .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe le t  me ask.   This a l legat ion  

against  you,  th is  emai l  that  was sent  that  you are supply ing  

narcot ics to ,  I  th ink you said on F lor ida Road,  to  people n 

Flor ida Road.   Were you g iven,  other  than that  s ta tement ,  

that  there is  an a l legat ion that  you are supply ing narcot ics,  10 

were you g iven any fur ther  deta i l  o f  i t  as to  what  exact ly  

you are a l leged to have suppl ied,  who are the people that  

you are supply ing  to,  when was th is?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  the answer  

is  no.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You never got  that  deta i l?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    None of  any of  your  

statements r ight  now.   The answer  is  no,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no,  

no.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you do not  even know who the  20 

source of  that  emai l  to  head of f ice,  i f  there is  an  emai l  to  

head of f ice.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  there was an emai l .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    There was an emai l .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The General  had an emai l ,  
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but  I  was not  a l lowed to read i t .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You do not  know who i t  comes f rom?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you d id not  see i t ,  that  emai l?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  could  a lso be a fa lse  

emai l .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  is  what  I  am asking.   I t  could have 

been an emai l  that  says,  h i ,  how are you,  to  anybody,  but  

because you d id not  see i t ,  you do not  know i f  tha t  emai l  

that  was waved around conta ined the a l legat ion against  10 

you.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    But ,  Commissioner,  f rom 

my s ide,  i f  I  may,  i t  is  fa lse.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   Can we then go to  

your statement ,  which is  an annexure to Colonel  Jacob 's 

statement?  I t  is  in  the consol ida ted statement  f i le  under  

sect ion 3,  and i t  is  the second fo lder  under sect ion 3.   You 20 

can just  look at  the tab GYJ1.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Have i t ,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  before I  ask you to read the 

statement ,  can I  just  ask you how d id i t  come about  that  you 

prepared th is  statement?  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  was 

cal led by Colonel  Jacob.   No,  I  was not  ca l led by h im.   I t  

was -  my of f i ce is  r ight  below h is of f ice.   I  am apply ing fo r  

ear ly  ret i rement ,  and my exi t  in te rv iew and my paperwork 

has to be done by Colonel  Jacob.   And I  be l ieve i t  was in  

the process.   Then I  a lso do our  group returns,  and we ta lk  

about  cases and convict ions and stuf f  l ike that .    

 So,  there was obviously admin tha t  a lso needed to  

be done in  Colonel  Jacob 's of f ice.   And when I  was in  h is  

of f ice,  he said to  me he would been approached,  and he 10 

had to g ive a sta tement  fo r  Madlanga.   He wanted just  to  

conf i rm a vers ion of  h is  regard ing a  se izure that  I  had made 

at  CHC.  I  se ized qui te  a la rge consignment  of  Mandrax at  

the premises,  and he was rebut t ing a statement  made by 

General  Flynn.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    He said he would  prepare  

a statement  and that  he just  needed me to s ign i t .   He read 

i t  a t  f i rs t .   I  was not  happy wi th what  he would wr i t ten ,  and I  

sa id to  h im he needed to edi t  a  few th ings.   He d id such,  20 

and he asked me to s ign i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  d id he draf t  the sta tement  

that  we have as GYJ1?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commiss ioner.   I  

d id  ask that  there was no case number on the top  of  the 
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s tatement .   He sa id he d id not  requ i re a case number  on the  

top of  the statement .   The pages were not  indexed or  

paginated.   He sa id i t  was suf f i c ien t ,  and I  le f t  i t  a t  that .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Just  before I  get  to  the sta tement ,  

you said that  you have appl ied for  ear ly  ret i rement .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you mind me asking  i f  i t  is  

re lated to your work,  o r  is  i t  for  personal  reasons?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Which?  10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  re lated to work.   The 

pol ice have g iven us an ear ly  ret i rement  benef i t  a t  the  

moment .   I t  is  a  no-bra iner .   I t  is  su i tab le.   Af ter  th is  year ,  I  

have got  40 years '  serv ice.   I  wanted 42.   I  wi l l  take 40.   I  

am not  going to get  promoted.   I  was short l is ted previously.   

Thank you fo r  tha t .   I  d id  not  get  the posted asset  for fe i ture.   

But  i f  I  am correct ,  there wi l l  not  be another  notch 

increment ,  or  I  w i l l  not  qual i fy  fo r  any fur ther  p romot ion in  

the SAPS at  my current  rank.   So,  for  me not  to  take the 

benef i t ,  i t  is  actual ly  nonsensica l .   There are qui te  a few 20 

other  fe l low members that  we are a l l  apply ing to leave.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  seems,  maybe to state the obvious,  

qui te  a shame that  wi th  the amount  of  exper ience that  you 

have in  mat ters re lat ing to narcot ics,  you would leave ear ly ,  

but  a lso because of  c i rcumstances in  the work envi ronment .   
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This appl icat ion for  ear ly  ret i rement ,  is  i t  a  g iven that  i t  

succeeds,  o r  i t  is  subject  to  SAP S management  decid ing 

that  we st i l l  requi re your sk i l l s  and we want  to  reta in you?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  i s  cor rect ,  

Commissioner.   There is  qui te  a l i t t le  lengthy B ib le that  you 

f i l l  in ,  and one of  the quest ions they ask you,  have you 

t ransfer red your sk i l ls?  How do you t ransfer  your  sk i l ls  in  2 

months?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  impossib le.   That  10 

is  impossib le.   For ty years of  sk i l l s ,  how do you t ransfer  i t  

in  2 months?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  is  your  answer?  Is  your  answer 

that  i t  is  subjec t  to  management  approval?  You have 

appl ied,  is  i t  a  g iven?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    God wi l l ing,  I  have appl ied  

i t  to  get  approved.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so i t  may not  be approved.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Do not  say that .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  am having a theoret ica l  d iscussion  20 

wi th you.   Theoret ica l l y ,  the  way the system works,  I  am 

asking a systems process,  the way the system works,  i t  is  in  

the realm of  possib le outcomes.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  i s  cor rect ,  

Commissioner.   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    There could be a decis ion wh ich is  a 

good fa i th  decis ion,  le t  us say,  good fa i th  because someone 

th inks you should go back to narcot ics and we need you 

there for  another  10 years.   I  am asking that  k ind of  

quest ion.   You nod,  you agree.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  agree wi th you,  

Commissioner.   To me,  i f  I  was the Commissioner of  the 

pol ice and you had to read cer ta in people 's  per fo rmance 

and stuf f ,  and you say,  yes,  that  person can do th is ,  you,  

okay,  come back,  I  want  you to do that ,  I  agree,  10 

Commissioner.   The sk i l ls  retent ion,  i f  I  may,  I  have asked 

the permission,  my current  par tner ,  her  and her  s is te r  are 

twins,  she is  the colonel  master ,  and my current  par tner  is  

one of  the o ld golden d iamond people.   So,  when she leaves 

in  October,  you have got  no more qual i f ied golden d iamond 

people in  Durban KZN.   So,  who is  going to have the 

expert i se,  the valuat ion of  d iamonds,  the valuat ion of  gold,  

the ident i f icat ion of  p lat inum, and a l l  the necessary?  I t  is 

gone.   That  vacuum, that  space can never be f i l led.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Warrant  Of f i cer .   Can 

we now go to your statement?  Can you read i t  f rom 

paragraph 1?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :     

“ I  am a Detect ive Warrant  Of f icer  in  the 
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South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice…”  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do not  read your PERSAL 

number.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :     

“ I  am at tached to the Di rectora te for  

Propr ie tary Cr imes Invest igat ions,  

Ser ious Organised Cr ime Invest igat ion,  

based at  136 Margaret  Mncadi  Avenue, 

Durban and my ce l l  phone number is…”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    How long have you been in  DPCI,  10 

Ser ious Organised Cr ime?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  we were  

the f i rs t  people in  organised cr ime under Colonel  Wi l l ie  

Louw.   He was my or ig inal  commander.   And f rom the 

organised cr ime developed in to the Di rectorate for  

Propr ie tary Cr ime Invest igat ion.   So,  I  have been there 

s ince 1999.   I  s tar ted work ing w i th them f rom 19 sjoh .   

When SANEB -  i t  was Br igadier  Naicker ,  he was st i l l  do ing  

the harbour in terd ict ion programme.   And that  is  how I  got  

to  know thei r  work ing act iv i t ies.   I  was in  a specia l i sed 20 

tact ica l  un i t .   And I  s tar ted work ing wi th them.  And then 

when our  uni t  was c losed down,  change of  government ,  I  

appl ied to go across.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General  Senona found you.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    In  the DPCI.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  was there before h im.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  is  what  I  mean.   He found you 

there.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    He found me there ,  yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   And Nyuswa? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    He was f rom Port  

Shepstone.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  DPCI.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  th ink i t  was murder and 10 

robbery,  yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And Jacob?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Jacob came f rom the 

Scorp ions.   He was a sergeant .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    He a lso found you there.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  was there before h im,  

yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You may cont inue.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Paragraph 2 :  20 

“On 2020-02-05,  I  headed an opera t ion at  

CHC Conta iner  Depot  in  Is ip ingo.   

Durban Centra l  OC Enqui ry,  i t  is 

Organised Cr ime Enqui ry,  03-02-2020,  

refers approximate ly 570 k i lograms of  
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suspected Mandrax and Mandrax powder 

was seized dur ing  th is  operat ion. ”  

Paragraph 3  …[in tervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Warrant  Of f icer ,  le t  me ask you a  

quest ion that  I  should have asked ear l ier  before I  forget .   

Before th is  s i tuat ion where you are to ld there are 

a l legat ions against  you and you get  removed,  had you had 

pr ior  cases of  d isc ip l inary act ion against  you?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And compla ints?  10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Not .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You may cont inue.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Paragraph 3 :  

“Later  the same day,  I ,  a long wi th other  

DPCI and Metro Pol ice members,  

proceeded to Is ip ingo,  SAPS,  wherein the 

exhib i ts  were to be entered.   The exhib i t  20 

c le rk,  Warrant  Of f icer  Perumal ,  came 

through af te r  a whi le .   He in i t ia l l y  d id not  

want  to  store the exhib i ts .   He eventual ly  

agreed to  accommodate us by stor ing the 

exhib i ts  in  the armoury in  the charge 
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o f f ice.   Capta in Beavon and Constable  

Ronnie  assisted me to move the f i rearms 

around to accommodate these exh ib i ts . ”  

Can I  cont inue?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :     

“He made i t  c lear  that  these exhib i t s  

were to be booked out  the fo l lowing day.   

He ind icated that  they d id not  have 

members to guard these exhib i ts .   I  10 

booked these exhib i ts  in to  SAP13 

register  v ia  Is ip ingo SAP13 163 /2020.   

On the fo l lowing day,  the date as I  

ment ioned is  incorrect ,  i t  is  02 -06.   

Someone f rom my of f ice ca l led  me to 

in form me that  Is ip ingo SAP cal led,  

ind icat ing that  the exhib i t s  were making 

the members s ick .   I  am unsure as to who 

cal led me.   I  proceeded to Is ip ingo SAP 

wi th a team.  I  not iced the charge of f ice 20 

members were outs ide the bui ld ing.   I  d id  

then book out  the exhib i t s  for  analys is  

wi th Warrant  Of f icer  Perumal  

counters igning the SAP13 regis ter  to  

acknowledge the  same.   I  proceeded to 
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FSL Amanzimtot i  where I  was turned 

away by Colonel  Khuzwayo and Warrant  

Of f icer  S ib iya  as they could not  

accommodate these exhib i ts .   I  knew that  

Is ip ingo SAP would not  take these 

exhib i ts  back.   I  am unsure how i t  

t ranspi red,  but  I  do recal l  that  Durban 

Centra l  SAP had agreed to assis t  wi th  

storage of  these exhib i ts . ”  

Page 2:  10 

“We stored these drugs at  a  vaul t  a t  

Durban Centra l  SAP. ”  

Sor ry,  I  d id  ask i f  we could d isc lose the locat ion before we 

gave the evidence :  

“ I  made numerous enqui r ies  wi th the FSL 

Amanzimtot i  and a few cal ls  to  Colonel  

Shole  of  FSL Pretor ia  regard ing  these 

and other  bulk  exhib i t s  that  requi red 

analys is or  d isposal .   I  am unaware –  

sorry,  I  am aware  that  L ieutenant  Colonel  20 

Jacob and my Provincia l  Commander,  

Br igadier  Nyuswa,  were a lso l ia is ing on a 

regular  basis to  fac i l i ta te the receiv ing 

and processing o f  exhib i t s  by FSL.   This 

was not  for thcoming.   On 2021-11-12,  the 
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FSL Pretor ia  was able to  d ispose these 

exhib i ts ,  which were conveyed to them 

for  dest ruct ion.   This i s  a l l  I  wish to state 

at  th is  stage. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can I  p lease ask to take you back to 

paragraph 5?  What  was i t  wi th  the exhib i t s  that  a l legedly 

made members s ick?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner ,  i t  is  

Methaqualone.   So,  the act ive ingredient  of  Mandrax is  

Methaqualone.   But  some people wi l l  te l l  you i t  is  the 10 

Anthrani l i c  ac id that  actual ly  g ives of f  the vapour that  is  so 

tox ic.   I t  is  not  a p leasant  smel l ,  Commissioner.   I  got  there,  

even when I  do not  know i f  Commissioner has i t .   I  wi l l  show 

you the f i le ,  how we work on i t ,  wi th  a fu l l  su i t ,  wi th  gas 

masks and everyth ing.    

 But  we wi l l  get  there.   The members were,  they  

would come out  of  the charge of f ice and set  up charge 

of f ice outs ide on the veranda and were work ing outs ide.   

So,  the day shi f t  had f in ished shi f t ,  the n ight  sh i f t  had 

booked on,  and i t  was now the morning shi f t  that  was on.   20 

And I  recal l  meet ing the stat ion commander,  because that  is  

why I  am saying I  am unsure who gave me protocol  to  go 

and move the exhib i t s ,  but  i t  would not  have been a jun ior  

member,  i t  would have been someone h igher.    

 The members were compla in ing,  and then even 
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s tanding outs ide the charge of f ice  you could smel l  i t .   So 

now you are going to ask,  how did they smuggle these 

drugs?  Wel l ,  the  tablets in  th is  stage,  i t  is  a  very unique 

phenomenon in  South Af r ica.   Everyone wi l l  hear  you say 

Mandrax,  Mandrax,  Mandrax.   But  we in  South Af r ica have 

got  a very unique method of  sa le of  Methaqualone.    

 So,  the Methaqualone is  bound in to a tab let ,  and 

the tablet  is  then taken and sold.   You do not  swal low the 

tablet .   You actual ly  c rush the tablet  and mix i t  wi th 

something e lse,  and then you smoke i t .   I t  is  actual ly  a  10 

downer.   I t  does not  put  you h igh.   I t  re laxes you.   I t  is  

actual ly  used for  PTSD and s leep depr ivat ion therapy,  and a  

couple of  o ther  therapies.    

 But  i t  is  known in  Amer ica as Quaaludes,  but  i ts  

popular i ty  is  here .   The market  is  here in  South Af r ica.   I  

cannot  te l l  you why.   I t  is .   So,  the smel l ,  to  conceal  i t ,  i t  

was in  th ick vacuum-packed p last ic .   That  is  why,  i f  I  am 

amazed,  i f  we are going to get  to  that  cr ime scene,  I  can 

show you those photos,  and you can see how we deal t  wi th  

them.   20 

 And then those tablets,  depending on the qual i t y  of  

the machine and the mix of  the person and the chemist  

put t ing those tablets together ,  they e i ther  b ind or  they 

re lease quick ly.   Hence,  you get  a tab let ,  or  you get  dust  or  

powder.   The laboratory wi l l  ca l l  i t  tab let ,  tab let  p ieces,  or  
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powder.   So,  the problem being is ,  the South Af r ican 

Pol ice 's  exhib i t  bags are designed in  such a way that  they 

must  not  conta in cer ta in th ings,  o r  they must  be not  tamper -

proof .    

 They actual ly  have holes in  them, but  i t  is  not  

something that  the publ ic  must  say,  oh,  you have got  holes  

in  them.  I t  is  micro -per forat ions so that  the bag can 

breathe.   But  that  means those fumes are coming of f .   And 

the more  of  a  concent rated substance  you put  in  a  conf ined 

space,  that  fume increases.   Now,  in  the charge of f ice,  10 

there is  a smal l  vent  coming out  of  the armoury,  as per 

design spec.    

 So,  a l l  the fumes f rom the Mandrax tablets are  

going st ra ight  in to the charge of f i ce.   I  am fu l l y  aware that  

some members d id book of f  s ick.   And i f  the Commissioner 

a l lows me to go through my evidence,  the people work ing  

wi th me on the scene when we recovered that ,  I  had my 

par tner  rushed to  hospi ta l ,  to  uMhlanga hospi ta l ,  and I  had 

a member f rom customs col lapse on the scene.    

 A l l  had to be t reated by ambulance on scene at  20 

CHC.   So,  the smel l  is  what  we are ta lk ing about  here.   So 

that  i s  what  makes you s ick.   I t  makes you nauseous.   I t  can 

g ive you heart  pa lp i ta t ions.   Everyone reacts d i f fe rent ly  to  a  

substance.   I t  is  not  medic ine.   Medic ine  is  regulated.   We 

know what  the react ions are.   Drugs is  a d i f ferent  s to ry.   I t  
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does not  come,  take one now,  you feel  good in  2 minutes.    

 I t  could be,  take one now,  pass out ,  wake up in  two 

days and you wi l l  fee l  Sha Na Na.   I f  I  can say tha t  to  the  

Commission.   So,  the people that  were c losest  to  i t ,  or  the 

people that  were most  vu lnerab le to  i t ,  were a f fected.   

Hence,  they d id get  s ick.   And that  is ,  i t  is  t rue,  you do get  

s ick.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  thank you,  thank you.   In  our  

ignorance,  but  o f  course i t  was a d i f ferent  substance,  

suspected Cocaine,  probably Cocaine.   In  our  ignorance we 10 

said that  Cocaine was wrapped in  p last ic  bags,  p laced in  

canvas bags,  and so on and so on.   And we then said,  

because of  that  packaging,  there  is  no way that  someone 

could smel l  i t .   But  as I  say,  d i f ferent  substance,  but  

probably we wou ld have said the  same th ing,  even about  

Mandrax,  maybe.   Just  pure ly because of  the wrapping the  

p last ic .   But  f rom what  you are say ing now,  i t  seems that  is  

s imply not  the case wi th Mandrax.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  can say I  

have got  a n ice exper ience wi th Cocaine and Methaqualone  20 

and Mandrax.   Clan labs deal  wi th  respect  of  Methaqualone  

as wel l .   When deal ing wi th Cocaine,  through t ra in ing and 

exper ience,  we know i t  is  Cocaine .   But  we do not  say that .   

We say i t  is  suspected Cocaine.   Am I  going to taste i t?   

Def in i te ly  not .   You do not  do that .    
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 Do you sni f f  i t  to  see i f  i t  is  Cocaine?  No.   We 

even teach you how to obta in the fume.   There is  an 

ident i f iab le aroma to i t .   Drug dealers are most ly  a l l  

laughing now,  but  anyway,  the drug users wi l l  be the same.   

We can te l l  you the st reet  ways of  te l l ing you i f  i t  i s  good 

Coke or  not .   But  le t  us go to the parcel .   That  parcel  is  

wrapped at  source and label led at  source.    

 I t  is  wrapped and label led to prevent  detect ion by  

narcot ics machines,  dogs and humans.   Somet imes I  

profess to be a Cocaine dog mysel f .   I  f ind i t  before the  10 

dogs.   So,  i f  you cannot  f ind i t  by your nose,  you must  f ind 

i t  by s ight ,  i f  I  can say that  to  the Commission.   Mandrax is  

large.   Cocaine is  a lso large in  br icks.   They wi l l  both g ive 

of f  an aroma once exposed to the atmosphere.    

 But  going back to the br ick,  that  br ick is  

t ransported by road and sea.   I f  i t  gets dumped in to the 

water ,  i t  must  f loat  or  be able to  be recovered.   I t  is  worth a 

lo t  o f  money.   Therefore,  i t  i s  waterproof .   I  have d ismant led 

many,  many,  many Cocaine br icks.   I t  is  layer  upon layer  

upon layer  of  c l ing wrap,  la tex housing,  condoms,  and then 20 

again more,  and then tape,  and then again more,  to  stop the 

fume coming out  of  the box,  i f  I  can say that .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And do you succeed,  o r  do they succeed?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    They succeed.    

CHAIRPERSON :    The smel l ,  the smel l  coming out .  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There is  no smel l .   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There is  no smel l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Warrant  Of f icer .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Going back to that  paragraph 5 in  your  

statement ,  does th is  k ind of  inc ident  not  perhaps suggest  

that  the storage fac i l i t ies that  a re avai lab le may not  be  

sui tab le for  th is  k ind of  d rugs?  And so,  whi le  we are 

speaking here about  a speci f i c  case,  I  am asking more of  a  

genera l  quest ion,  such as,  does the SAPS have sui tab le 10 

storage fac i l i t ies for  a drug such as Methaqualone,  I  th ink  

that  is  what  you cal l  i t ,  that  would avoid the ef fect  in  

paragraph 5?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i f  I  answer 

th is  quest ion honest ly ,  I  wi l l  get  f i red today.   I  wi l l  say no.   

The correct  p lace where to store i t  would be someth ing l ike  

Pretor ia  Forensic  Science Laboratory.   I  am not  going to 

ment ion the other  locat ions.   I  know the name of  Pretor ia  

has been ment ioned.   I  mysel f  have been deep in to  the b ig  

vaul t .    20 

 I  have been there  I  have seen i t .   I t  is  chaos.   I t  is  

chaos.   The problem is  work ing in  that  chaos is  exact ly  the  

quest ion the Commissioner is  asking now,  do the  people 

that  work there be exposed to hazards?  The answer is  yes.   

The correct  and only safe procedure to work ins ide there 
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would be fu l l  PPE.   Because i f  there is  Crysta l  

Methamphetamine,  i t  would af fect  me d i f ferent ly .    

 I f  there is  Methaqualone,  i t  would af fect  me 

d i f ferent ly .   But  the danger point  is ,  what  i f  i t  was Fentanyl  

and we d id not  know i t ,  and we are wai t ing to analyse i t  o r  

dest roy i t ,  and we touch i t ,  and we d ie?  So,  in  a l l  honesty,  

I  be l ieve the whole wor ld wi l l  te l l  you th is  as wel l .   The 

storage of  exhib i ts  is  a problem.   I t  is  very expensive to 

handle them, to  s tore them, and to d ispose of  them.   But  I  

am sure our  competent  members f rom the pol ice  10 

management ,  they are doing thei r  u tmost  to  get  us the best  

p lace to store exhib i t s  l ike that .   But  exhib i ts  l ike th is  a re  

hazardous.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me use the  st reet  name,  i f  that  is 

what  i t  is ,  Mandrax.   But  unl i ke Mandrax,  i f  s torage was 

avai lab le at  the Is ip ingo,  could the 541 kg have been stored 

in  Is ip ingo?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  there would  not  have been s imi lar  20 

issues as wi th the Mandrax.   No quest ion of  th is  would  

make us s ick,  and so on,  and so on.   I f  there was no issue 

about  sto rage space that  could  have been stored at  

Is ip ingo.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   Now,  

before we go to the 2020 bus t  tha t  you referenced in  your  

statement ,  I  understand you to be saying that  Colonel  Jacob 

asked you to depose to the statement  because he was 

submit t ing a statement  to  the Commission regard ing the  

Port  Shepstone thef t .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  i s  cor rect ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you have any personal  10 

knowledge about  the Port  Shepston e thef t  mat ter?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  was a suspect .   I  was 

cal led in  I  was po lygraphed fo r  i t .   I  was never there .   That  

is  a l l  I  know about  the Port  Shepston e mat ter .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you say you were a  

suspect ,  who made you a suspect?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Our General .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    General  Senona?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you just  take us step by step 20 

as to how you got  involved,  how you were approached about  

the polygraph?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  was on leave.   Came 

back to work.   I t  was a l l  over  socia l  media that  the s tuf f  had 

been sto len.   Got  back to the of f ice.   Our senior  managers 



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 90  o f  201  

 

 

came into the of f i ce one day,  sa id what  they needed to say,  

and then we were to ld that  we were a l l  suspects.   

Obviously,  I  d id  not  agree wi th that .   And then we were sent  

for  polygraphs.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Who is  ‘we ’?  We.   You say ‘we ’ .   

Who is  ‘we ’?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  recal l  a l l  

o f  the SANEB members.   I  recal l  some of  the task team 

members.   I  know Port  Shepston e went .   I  cannot  recal l  

besides that .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    How high  d id th is  go?  We know,  for  

example,  that  General  Senona h imsel f  was not  subjected to 

the polygraph test .   Was Br igadier  Nyuswa?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have no knowledge of  

that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can you just  c la r i fy  something?  In  

November of  that  year ,  you were based in  the Port  

Shepstone of f ice?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner.   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  you were not  even based in  that  

of f ice?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Never been there,  

Commissioner,  un t i l  I  was work ing at  SEM.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So why does i t  mat te r  whether  you 
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are on leave or  not?  Because when you said,  but  I  was on 

leave,  I  thought  i t  meant  you worked in  that  of f ice,  but  when 

the thef t  happened,  you were on leave.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Possib ly  for  c la r i ty ,  

Commissioner,  what  I  mean is  when the inc ident  happened,  

I  was on leave.   I  d id  not  understand how I  became a  

suspect  in  the mat ter .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you never worked in  tha t  of f ice,  

a t  least  dur ing that  per iod af ter  November?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    A t  Port  Shepstone?  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Never.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Never,  Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Did th is  not  concern people who would 

have had knowledge about  the storage of  the drugs there?  

Did you not  have that  knowledge?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.   

CHAIRPERSON :    They had been taken there?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   20 

Thank you,  Commissioner.   No,  I  had no knowledge of  that ,  

Commissioner.   I  d id  not  even know i t  was there,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  I  want  to  refer  

you to CJC237.   I t  wi l l  be the f i rs t  document  in  the second 

exhib i t  f i le .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    CJC237,  the f i rs t  document  in  the  

second exhib i t  f i le .   Just  le t  me know when you have i t .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have i t .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    In  the second exhib i t  f i le .   F i rs t  

document ,  page 424.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  I  have i t .   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  th is  is  the polygraph 

examinat ion report  re lated to the  polygraph examinat ions 

that  were taken.   And on page 426,  there is  a  l is t  o f  the  

members that  were polygraphed and a member that  was not  

polygraphed.   So,  page 426,  7 and 8,  do you have that?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So,  i f  we go to the f i rs t  

page,  you wi l l  see at  number 8,  page 426,  number  8,  your  

name is  there.   Do you see that?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And the  resul t  next  to  i t ,  the DI ,  

would ind icate,  DI  ind icates detect ion,  there was decept ion  

ind icated.   So,  in  the polygraph exam, there was decept ion  

ind icated.   Where  i t  says NDI ,  no decept ion ind icated.   And 

then on the next  page,  you wi l l  see that  there is  no test  
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re fused,  no test  refused.   We wi l l  go to what  the var ious 

symbols mean.   But  I  just  want  to  ask you,  were you 

in formed of  the outcome of  the polygraph test?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Not .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When d id you f i rs t  f ind out  that  

your  polygraph resul t  for  th is  polygraph was decept ion 

ind icated?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Now,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now today?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner.   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  now before we deal  wi th  

that ,  can I  ask you,  do you recal l  what  quest ions were  

asked dur ing the examinat ion?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner.   I  

have got  an idea,  not  a l l  o f  them, but  there were some,  yes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you te l l  us some of  them that  

you can remember?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Was I  involved in  the thef t  

o f  the exhib i ts  f rom Port  Shepstone?  Did I  have in format ion 

or  I  knew where the drugs were?  They were a l l  quest ions 20 

re lated to the housebreaking or  the thef t  or  whatever  

happened at  Port  Shepstone.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Were there any other  quest ions 

not  re lated to the inc ident  i tse l f?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There were.   They do,  I  do  
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not  know how you cal l  i t ,  they do l ike an in terv iew and they 

base quest ions in  between i t  as we l l ,  to  do wi th your  l i fe ,  to 

do wi th your day- to-day stuf f .   Did you take paper?  Did you 

steal  paper?  Those k inds of  quest ions .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you say d id you steal  

paper,  what  do you mean,  f rom the of f icers?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Did you use state 

resources that  was not  done correc t ly ,  yes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  i f  you go to page 431 at  

paragraph 8.   10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    431? 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  paragraph 8.   See,  i t  says 

the fo l lowing re levant  quest ions were asked dur ing the 

examinat ion.   Did  you steal  any of  those exhib i ts?  Did you 

steal  any of  that  exhib i ts  f rom that  safe?  Were you par t  o f  

any p lan to steal  any of  those exhib i ts?  Do you recal l  that  

those quest ions were asked?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  i s  cor rect ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    In  addi t ion to other  quest ions?  20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Now,  I  want  to  just  take 

you back to the l is t  f rom page 426.   You say that  members  

of  SANEB were tested.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .   
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi th  reference to one f rom 

number one,  can you ident i fy  who the SANEB members are?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Number 1,  number 4,  

number 5,  sorry,  I  be l ieve number 5.   I  th ink i t  is  number 6,  

not  number 5.   I  am not  sure o f  the i r  in i t ia ls .   Mysel f ,  

number 8,  number  21,  24,  26,  29,  30,  31.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And the next  page,  428?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Is  there more?  34 ,  37.   I  

cannot  recal l  i f  Colonel  Govender  was st i l l  par t  o f  us or  par t  

o f  the  t rac ing  team at  that  s tage.   But  30,  38 .   Did you not  10 

do 39 twice?  31 and 39 are the same.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    31 and 39 are the same.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    To me,  i t  is  the same.  

Colonel  Moodley,  40.   But  there are  names missing here.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You say there are names missing.   

Do you mean you know that  those people took the test ,  but  

the i r  names are not  here?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Or you just  remembered,  okay.   

So just  par t  o f  the  team that  were not  tested.   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and just  for  the benef i t  o f  

the Commission,  is  the INC resul t  on page 427 would be 

inconclusive  where i t  says INC is  inconclusive.   So,  i f  we 

then go to th is  report ,  we can just  go to the f i rs t  page 



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 96  o f  201  

 

 

again.   On page 424.   This polygraph examinat ion,  i t  was 

then f ina l i sed and on page -  and then i t  was -  we do not  

know when i t  was submit ted.   But  there is  another  report  

that  is  a lso re lat ing to the polygraph which I  want  to  refer  

to .   I t  is  an uns igned report .   And you can f ind  that  at  

CJC238.   And just  le t  me know when you are there.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    469.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  i t  is  feedback polygraph 

test ing.   And you wi l l  see on the last  page,  page 474,  i t  

makes provis ion for  two s ignatures.   But  l ike I  say,  these 10 

reports are not  -  th is  one is  not  s igned.   Now on th is  report ,  

on page 470,  you can see the  same three quest ions at  

paragraph 4 are l i s ted.   Did you steal  any of  those exhib i t s?   

Did you steal  any of  that  exhib i t s  f rom that  safe?   

 Were you par t  o f  any p lan to steal  any of  those 

exhib i ts?  And then at  5.1,  i t  se ts out  that  the fo l lowing 

members tested non -decept ive  to the polygraph.   And i t  l is ts  

the members.   And then under the next ,  on page 471 at  5.2,  

where i t  says,  the  fo l lowing members tested decept ive DI  to  

some of  the polygraph test  quest ions.   Do you see the l i s t  20 

of  names there?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  do.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you see that ,  and i t  fo l lows on 

the next  page.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  do.   
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you see that  your  name does 

not  appear there?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  see that .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    As i t  d id  in  the f i rs t  report .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  yes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Again,  you were not  in fo rmed of  

the resul ts  of  the polygraph.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay ,  …[ intervenes]  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sor ry,  am I  a l lowed to see 10 

th is ,  Commissioner?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   Then i f  you go to page 473 

at  5.5,  you see i t  says,  no opin ion  NO was recorded for  the 

fo l lowing members due to examiner er ror ,  and your name is  

the second name there.   So,  on th is  one,  i t  says that  there 

was examiner er ror ,  so  there was no opin ion submit ted in  

respect  of  your  polygraph.   You were not  in fo rmed of  that  

e i ther .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So as of  th is  date,  you st i l l  do not  20 

know what  the resul ts  of  your  polygraph.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have i t  now.   Thank you,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  do you know i f  any of  the 

other  members were in formed of  what  the outcome of  the i r  



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 98  o f  201  

 

 

po lygraph tests were?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  do not .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  Ms Segeels -Ncube.   Can you 

p lease make me understand th is  one and the ear l ier  one we 

went  through where there was a resul t  recorded and that  

resul t  was what?  DI .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Decept ion ind icated,  yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  can you expla in how the two stand 

together?  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Chai r ,  a l l  that  we know at  th is  

stage is  that  the  one is  s igned by FSL.   We do not  know 

whether  i t  had been submit ted to  the DPCI,  and we know 

the other  one seems to  be a feedback report  which should  

be based on the  f i rs t  report ,  but  i t  is  unsigned,  and i t  seems 

that  i t  was in tended to be s igned by the nat ional  head at  the  

t ime,  General  Lebeya,  e i ther  accept ing i t  or  approving i t .   

We do not  know at  th is  stage,  and we are st i l l  invest igat ing 

the d i f ferences in  the report ing.   

CHAIRPERSON :    The d i f fe rences in  the source,  for  20 

example.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    The source.   Correct ,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  i t  is  possib le that  there could be 

a s igned one somewhere.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  is  poss ib le.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  just  to  then deal  w i th  that  

aspect ,  you say that  you were not  present .   I  was confused 

as to when you say you were not  present .   You were not  

present  when the  thef t  occurred.   Were you on leave when 

the thef t  occur red,  or  you were on leave and then you get  

ca l led in  about  you having to do a polygraph tester?  Just  

c la r i fy  that  fo r  me.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    As far  as I  can recal l ,  I  10 

was on leave when the seizure was made.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  was in  June 2021.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  and i f  I  am correct ,  I  

th ink I  might  have a lso st i l l  been on leave or  on leave when 

the housebreaking took p lace,  the thef t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So that  would have been in  

November 2021.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  on both occasions.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  cannot  recal l ,  but  my 20 

records are easi ly  accessib le,  but  I  know that  I  was never at  

e i ther  of  those scenes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  but  when you came back 

f rom leave,  is  that  when you were to ld that  you have to 

undergo a polygraph?  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct .   Our  whole 

of f ice was cal led in  and we were paraded.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You were?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Paraded.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  do you mean?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    We stand parade before 

an of f icer  and they g ive us inst ruct ion.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    A l l  o f  you are standing?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    We were in  the  boardroom.   

I t  was qui te  a few of  us.   I t  was members f rom the Ser ious 10 

and V io lent  Cr imes.   I  th ink there was other  sect ions as  

wel l .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So,  can we then deal  wi th  

the drug bust  of  February 2020?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Ncube,  be fore you do that ,  just  to  

understand the re lat ionship between the document  at  425 

and the report  a t  469,  wi l l  we get  someone to  expla in the 

re lat ionship?  Because on the face of  i t ,  i t  seems to suggest  

that  af te r  the process in  425 and the resul t ,  there is  an 

in tervening process which resul ts  in  the opin ions expressed 20 

f rom 469.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Correct ,  Commissioner ,  yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  we are at tempt ing to get  

c la r i ty  on that .   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  we can now go 

to the February  2020 bus t  and you wi l l  have to take us 

through i t .   What  we d id was we subpoenaed the enqui ry f i le  

f rom head of f ice,  and we have provided you wi th the f i le ,  

but  you can take us through.   So,  i t  s tar ts  at  EXHIBIT 

CJC234 in  the f i rs t  f i le .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioners .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  I  would suggest  is  that  

you f i rs t  just  g ive  us the deta i l  o f  how you got  involved and 10 

then to the extent  that  you need to refer  to  documentat ion 

and photographs,  we wi l l  assist  in  guid ing you th rough that .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before you do that ,  le t  me ask,  

before you d iscuss th is  operat ion,  when Colonel  Jacob 

asked you for  th is  statement ,  which  speaks only to  the 2020 

operat ion,  i t  has noth ing to do wi th the  2022 operat ion,  

what  d id  he say to you is  the purpose of  your  statement?  

Why d id he need i t ,  as he expla ined to you?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I f  I  am cor rect ,  the Colonel  20 

was of  the opin ion that  s tatements made before the  

Madlanga were incorrect  and he needed to rebut  i t .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    The Chai r  sa id  I  must  cor rect  you and 

say the Madlanga Commission,  not  the Madlanga.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    My apo logies,  
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Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought  you would own that  and not  

refer  to  me.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  Warrant  Of f icer .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The Colonel  was of  the  

opin ion that  a sta tement  g iven to the Madlanga Commission 

was incor rect  and he needed to fur ther  expla in to  support  

h is  vers ion.   That  is  why he needed me to corroborate the 

fact  that  there was an issue at  Is ip ingo Pol ice Stat ion.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  in  h is  explanat ion to you,  your  10 

statement  which speaks to the operat ion in  2020 and what  

happened at  I s ip ingo Pol ice Stat ion would support  h is  

vers ion of  what  he says happened in  2022 at  the  same 

pol ice stat ion.   Was i t  your  understanding of  that?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  do,  Commissioner.   I  am 

st i l l  o f  -  I  wi l l  say  I  am the one s i t t ing here r ight  now.   I  am 

of  the opin ion that  i t  does not  support  h im.   I t  actual ly  

makes i t  look worse.   But ,  as i t  may be,  that  is  what  has 

been requested of  me.   I  have compl ied.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So,  i f  I  can say that ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  that  is  f ine.   That  answers my 

quest ion.   

CHAIRPERSON :    And,  of  course,  you are being t ruthfu l  
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wi th  regard to tha t  inc ident .   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   Commissioner  Baloyi ,  

Colonel  Jacob 's explanat ion fo r  the statement  is  in  sect ion  

3 of  the Wi tness Bundle,  page 9,  paragraph 52,  where  he 

references the statement  as wel l .   You may proceed wi th  

the -  just  te l l  us  how you got  involved.   Take us step -by-

step through i t .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioners,  on the 10 

day in  quest ion,  I  have col leagues that  work at  the SARS or  

customs narcot ics  sect ion.   One of  the i r  seniors phoned me 

and he said he  has got  an issue.   There was an amount  of  

Mandrax that  had been found at  CHC Depot ,  and he was of  

the opin ion that  the exhib i t s  were being moved.   

I r regular i t ies.    

 He said,  p lease can I  come and help h im,  but  I  

must  come quick.   I  sa id,  f ine,  I  am on my way.   I  be l ieve at  

that  t ime I  might  have been at  the  of f ice,  or  we were busy 

wi th another  operat ion.   I  ca l led a  co l league of  mine f rom 20 

the Metro Pol ice,  Capta in Greg Beavon.   Him and I  have 

been work ing together  forever .   I  know that  he is  s tat ioned 

c lose to the Br ighton Beach and Wentworth area,  which is  

across the canal .    

 So,  I  sa id,  can you meet  me?  Can you help me?  
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He compl ies.   We arr ive at  CHC.  We check in  at  the main  

gate.   There is  an  access cont ro l  a t  Is ip ingo going in to CHC 

depot .   We ask where the conta iners were.   We get  d i rected 

to the back.   I  have worked there before,  so I  know the  

layout  pret ty  wel l .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Sorry,  Warrant  Of f icer ,  just  to  

conf i rm,  CHC depot  is  the same depot  where the 541 kg of  

Cocaine was found?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is ,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so,  same scene.   Your  10 

Mandrax bust  and the June 2021 bust  happens at  the same 

depot?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Same depot ,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  thank you.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    My vehic le was a VW 

Caddy.   I  wi l l  use an Af r ikaans word.   Maybe I  am more 

paraad  than everyone e lse,  but  I  have I  have a  mobi le  c r ime 

scene lab in  the back of  my vehic le.   I  have got  PPE,  bags,  

you name i t .   I  do not  have to leave.   I  have even got  a  20 

cof fee machine in  there.   So,  you can stay on the scene and 

work.   The scenes do not  pack up in  5 minutes.   You are  

going to be there for  hours.   That  is  what  I  am t ry ing to say.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  just  te l l  us,  when you get  the 

cal l ,  what  p reparatory work are you undertaking in  terms of  
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what  do you need to take wi th you in  case you do f ind 

something at  the scene?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Everyth ing,  because we do 

not  know what  the  scene  is  going to  be.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  would some of  

everyth ing be?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    PPE,  personal  p rotect ive 

k i t ,  hard hat  and ref lect ive equipment ,  which you must  have 

in  that  work ing envi ronment .   I t  is  an operat ional  hea l th  and 

safety compl iant  fac i l i t y .   I t  is  the  same as going in to the  10 

harbour.   Notepads,  pens,  paper,  exhib i t  bags to  put  a l l  

your  exhib i ts  in ,  g loves so we can handle.   And i f  I  am 

correct ,  a t  that  s tage was COVID.   So,  we had to be COVID 

compl iant  as wel l .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  was just  before,  yes.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Was i t  just  before?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  but  can I  just  ask you on the 

exhib i t  bags,  you are deal ing wi th,  what  a re the s izes of  the  

exhib i t  bags?  How would you know what  s ize to take?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    You do not .   You take 20 

everyth ing.   So l i tera l l y  I  have got  a couple of  sk ips.   I  

modi f ied the vehic le that  I  used,  and I  had a b ig b lack sk ip,  

and I  have d i f ferent  s ize exhib i t  bags in  i t .   The ones that  

we usual ly  use for  large exhib i ts ,  you can put  in  30,  40 

b locks,  but  they break.   So,  you only put  10  or  20.   
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Mandrax,  i t  i s  usual ly  a thousand tablets for  a bag,  then I  

know I  am good.   I t  is  f rom exper ience.   So,  I  have those 

bags at  my d isposal .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And where do you get  those bags 

f rom?  Are they avai lab le at  DPCI  of f ices or  would you have 

to get  i t  f rom the pol ice stat ions?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  those came 

f rom our own of f ice.   They are st i l l  there.   We have got  lo ts.   

We have a storeroom on our  th i rd f loor .   I t  is  packed.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so,  they are avai lab le at  10 

your of f ices too?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  there have 

been scenes where there were possib ly  bags that  d id not  f i t  

or  some of  these th ings we get  f rom government  tender,  

they do not  work.   So,  the seals do not  seal .   So,  I  would be 

able to  make the  necessary phone cal l s .   I  be l ieve on th is  

scene,  or  i t  might  have been another ,  I  have phoned other  

pol i ce stat ions and then one o f  the members wi l l  just  

qu ick ly  d r ive there.    

 We are going to  take a l l  the i r  s tock,  and we just  20 

br ing i t  to  our  scene and we work f rom there.   I  know I  have 

deal t  wi th  Sydenham l i ke that .   I  know I  have deal t  wi th  

Maydon Wharf ,  not  Maydon Wharf ,  Cato Manor l i ke that ,  

and P inetown.   You develop a work ing re lat ionship wi th the  

d i f ferent  s tat ions to obta in the necessary equipment  on the  
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scene.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Warrant  Of f i cer ,  what  you are descr ib ing 

as the package,  I  wi l l  ca l l  i t  your  work uni fo rm,  the stuf f  that  

you take and you keep at  the back of  your  car ,  minus the 

cof fee machine,  what  you are descr ib ing,  i s  that  a requi red  

standard fo r  people who get  involved in  these k ind of  

operat ions deal ing wi th narcot ics?  Are there any ru les,  any 

prescr ip ts that  say th is  is  what  you should have wi th  you as 

par t  o f  your ,  I  am going to loosely say,  as par t  o f  your  s ign -

in  uni form,  i f  you l ike.   You are going on to an operat ion 10 

l ike th is ,  th is  is  what  you should have.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  is  a  good 

quest ion,  Commissioner.   And th is  quest ion that  you put  to  

me now is  now in that  new t ra in ing manual ,  where we say to 

the pol icemen,  do  not  th ink of  going to a cr ime scene unless 

you have done X,  Y,  and Z.   And i t  is  d i f f icu l t  when you are 

in  a space where  the publ ic  is  a lso involved,  because they 

a lways cr i t ic ise you af ter  the fact .    

 But  that  is  a lso how we learn.   And I  th ink f rom 

these th ings we  have now learned,  and we have inc luded 20 

that ,  i s ,  and you  wi l l  see a l l  the  nat ional  inst ruct ions,  but  

none of  the nat ional  inst ruct ions w i l l  say to you take X,  Y,  

and Z wi th you.   And remember,  Commissioner,  you cannot  

just  take everyth ing and not  know how i t  works.   I  cannot  

take Commissioner,  fo r  instance,  in  2 minutes,  ask  you to  
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put  on a cr ime scene sui t .   You might  put  the wrong cr ime 

scene sui t  on.   Then you might  tear  i t .    

 And i f  you had to  put  on a  gas mask wi th the r ight  

f i l ter ,  you might  put  the wrong f i l te r  on,  o r  your  f i l te r  would  

not  seal  proper ly .   Or i f  you d id not  know what  you were  

doing,  and you were walk ing around the cr ime scene as l ike 

a media l ia ison or  something l ike that ,  you would have i t  a l l  

on your shoes,  and you d id not  decontaminate leaving the  

scene,  and you got  s ick,  you b lame me.   So,  the 

Commissioner 's  quest ion is ,  i s  there a  prescr ip t  fo r  i t?   The 10 

answer is  no.   Why d id I  take i t  wi th?  I t  was my passion.   I  

taught  mysel f ,  i f  I  am going to do something,  do i t  p roper ly .   

And then how do you do something  proper ly?  You take the 

tools.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Maybe you watch too much CSI .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  CSI  taught  

us  a lo t .   I t  is  an open source.   I t  is  a  lo t .   And then the next  

quest ion is ,  who pays fo r  that?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    For  yours,  you paid fo r  i t?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Anyth ing external .   Maybe 

a d i f fe rent  type of  face mask,  d i f fe rent  type of  g loves ,  yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  anyth ing that  is  not  DPCI issued,  

you paid for  i t?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Le t  us  not  say DPCI ,  le t  us  
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say SAPS.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    SAPS.   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  because I  can say I  

have gone to FSL,  they  have g iven me d i f ferent  g loves.   I  

have gone to Pretor ia  they have g iven me tarmac sui ts .   

Neck tests we  would  get  f rom the Amer icans.   I  am not  

going to say that ,  but  they would g ive  us a test  that  we used 

to predict  what  samples are there,  whether  i t  is  a  precursor  

or  the actual  substance,  and the t ra in ing that  came wi th that  

as wel l .   So,  wi th  each i tem,  you need to not  only have i t ,  10 

but  you need to be able to  use i t  and expla in i t .   And I  

be l ieve I  do that  in  my work.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And I  saw in your CV that  there was 

the jo in t  SAPS DEA t ra in ing.   I s  that  where you learned i t  

f rom?  The Amer ican Drug Enforcement  Agency or  

something?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  one of  the courses,  

Commissioner.   I  was fo l lowing that  procedure pr io r  to  that  

course,  and maybe some of  the successes we had in  

detect ing d i f fe rent  techniques and ident i fy ing laborator ies  20 

and stuf f ,  that  was a lso d iscussed on those courses.   So,  

we were used to that  envi ronment .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Warrant  Of f icer .   You 

may cont inue.   You were te l l ing us you got  the ca l l ,  you 

packed and you were going out?  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    When I  arr i ved on scene,  

the customs of f icers had parked.   I f  you come into the 

depot ,  you come through the access point ,  you tu rn r ight  

through the stack.   There are inspect ion bays.   There is  

possib ly  maybe 10,  12,  15 inspect ion bays,  and the far  

r ight -hand corner  is  the bonded sect ion of  CHC.   The 

bonded sect ion is  where everyth ing that  has been seized,  

deta ined,  o r  has  not  been re leased due to a query f rom 

customs,  not  pol ice,  customs.    

 That  is  the i r  sect ion.   I  was to ld,  p lease go look,  10 

and he showed me,  here  is  one box,  one box.   I  do bel ieve 

i t  s t i l l  had a torn  custom st icker  on i t ,  and I  could see i t  

s t ra ight  away.   I t  was Mandrax.   Mandrax is  very un ique.   I t  

comes in  a tab let  form.   I t  has a co lour .   I t  usual ly  has a  

logo,  a mark ing,  but  a lso,  I  could smel l  i t ,  because the bag 

had been to rn.    

 So,  I  asked what  is  going on.   They said they  had 

put  a narcot ics dog in .   I  know the narcot ics dog.   I t  used to  

be Tequi la .   I t  was a br i l l iant  dog.   He used to work wi th us.   

Phenomenal  narcot ics dog,  Cocker Spanie l .   Tequi la  20 

reacted there in  seconds.   I t  was posi t i ve.   A l l  r igh t ,  okay,  

we were happy.   Then I  was br ie fed that  i t  was suspected 

that  there were more boxes h idden in  between the bonded 

warehouse.    

 We had to f ind them.  I  got  the team together .   The 
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warehouse gave us thei r  cooperat ion.   We shut  down that  

sect ion of  the operat ion.   The rest  of  the operat ions 

cont inue.   I t  is  a  massive p lace.   I t  cont inues.   Where we 

were,  we parked our  vehic les.   We were safe where we 

were.   We then set  up a man search,  not  a dog search,  a 

man search,  and f rom my observat ion,  I  not iced on the box,  

the packing tape in  the shipment  was d i f fe rent  to  the 

packing tape on the other  s ide of  the yard.    

 So,  I  asked,  is  th is  the same shipment?  They 

checked on the packing notes,  the SADs,  and they said,  10 

yes,  there is  supposed to be so many boxes.   I  sa id,  we 

have got  a d iscrepancy here.   So,  I  went  to  the box outs ide.   

The coloured tape matched what  I  sa id.   I  sa id,  there is  our  

boxes.   Look for  th is  tape.   And we d id.   And bel ieve i t  o r  

not ,  that  i s  where the Mandrax was.   So,  we seized those 

boxes amongst  that .   We brought  them to a cent ra l  po int .   

A t  that  t ime,  I  would ca l l  for  the necessary  people,  in fo rmed 

my seniors.   I  would ca l l  fo r  FSL.   I  would ca l l  fo r  LCRC.   

And we began processing the scene.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can I  just  ask,  why d id you cal l  20 

FSL and LCRC? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  a lways do.   I  have got  a 

re lat ionship wi th the c lan  lab team.   I  wi l l  ca l l  them.  They 

wi l l  not  come out .   I t  is  a  se izure.   But  i f  I  f ind something 

and they know i t  is  worthwhi le  coming out ,  they came out .   
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So just  on  th is  mat ter ,  we were  re turned the next  day.   We 

found there was wine,  Chinese wine,  but  i t  tested posi t i ve  

for  Methamphetamine.    

 So,  we were not  sure i f  i t  was drugs or  not .   So,  

they actual ly  came back onto the scene wi th us to conf i rm 

what  we had found and how we col lected our  samples.   And 

they d id the process of  e l iminat ing that  out  because i t  is  

something that  had  not  been found out .   The lab comes out  

for  s tuf f  l ike that .   But  that  is  the  re lat ionship I  have wi th  

them.  I  phone thei r  commander.    10 

 I  phone thei r  ca l l  phone.   They  wi l l  say to me,  Kar l ,  

you are on your own.   I t  i s  a  recovery.   You do what  you 

need to do.   Br ing the exhib i ts  when you are ready.   And 

that  is  how we car ry on.   But  LCRC, I  work wi th the  

provinc ia l  f ingerpr in t  team.  We a lso have an unders tanding 

wi th them.  I  to ld  them, guys,  we have got  a la rge recovery.   

I t  is  going to be a long day.   Br ing a l l  your  stuf f .   And then 

they come wi th a fu l l  team wi th a l l  the i r  equipment .   And we 

star t  work.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Chai r ,  is  th is  a convenient  t ime to 

take a lunch adjournment?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  5 past  2.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 
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INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Warrant  Off icer,  we were st i l l  

busy deal ing wi th the February 2020 bust ,  and you were  

deal ing wi th the fact  that  you had cal led LCRC and FSL to  

the scene.    I  jus t  want  you to exp la in to  us the purpose of  

ca l l ing LCRC to the scene,  and are you requi red  to ca l l  

them, or  i s  i t  just  a  n ice to -do?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  you are 10 

requi red.   Ci rcumstances may per ta in to  d i f ferent  e lements,  

e t  cetera ,  but  I  wi l l  say you are requi red to ca l l  them to a 

scene.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And why are you cal l ing them to 

the scene?  What  are they doing there?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Wi th modern techno logy,  a 

photograph becomes a museum of  the cr ime scene.   You 

capture e lements  of  the cr ime scene that  can be brought  

back to a court room.  We are ta lk ing 2020 .   We are  now in 

2026.   We are looking at  exact ly  what  happened on that  20 

date.   I f  i t  was not  for  those photographs of  that  day,  we 

could not  ta lk  about  i t .    

 And i f  I  could not  be  able to  speak,  my photograph 

would speak for  me.   And i f  I  was not  here,  touch wood,  

possib ly  somebody e lse could g ive evidence on that  
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photograph to lead that  ev idence,  as  captured by someone 

that  i s  cour t -capable and fo rensica l ly  capable of  ret r iev ing 

that .   So that  i s  why you cal l  them out .   That  is  in  respect  of  

photographs.  

 There is  f ingerpr in t  in format ion .   On most  of  our  

scenes,  you f ind someone has to touch i t .   I t  cannot  move 

wi thout  being manly manhandled.   So by h im touching i t ,  he  

would leave a  la tent  f ingerpr in t  on the scene,  wh ich  we 

need.   And at  the same t ime,  he would a lso leave par t  o f  h is  

DNA behind,  which we a lso take swabs fo r.   So i t  i s  DNA,  i t  10 

is  f ingerpr in ts,  and i t  is  cr ime scene preservat ion and 

record ing fo r  cour t .  

 And a lso,  i t  is  go ing to form part  o f  my notes .   I f  I  

forget  something  and I  need to make a statement ,  i t  is  

recorded in  those photographs .   So I  do the same th ing on a  

scene.   I  use contemporaneous notes .   I  wi l l  e i ther  wr i te  

down notes,  but  I  am very  quick to  take lo ts of  photographs 

on the scene.    

 I  download them, and then they are  in  my a lbums.   I  

depose an aff idavi t  to  them, and I  submit  them as such .   20 

Otherwise,  you wi l l  never  keep up to what  is  happening,  a l l  

the d i f ferent  numbers,  locat ions,  th ings .   So i t  is  n ice to 

keep those notes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And are there c i rcumstances in  

which i t  i s  just  no t  possib le to  get  LCRC to come out ?  And 
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what  do you do in  those c i rcumstances ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There are,  Commissioner.   

I  was asked about  a scene where f ingerpr in ts could not  

come out .   16 naut ica l  mi les  out  at  sea,  we removed a 

shipment  of  Coca ine out  of  a  f r idge.   I t  is  l i te ra l l y  the motor  

of  a  f r idge .   They h ide the drugs in  the a i r  vent  of  the 

f r idge.   I t  is  the same as put t ing your hand in  a deep f reeze.    

 When you take out  the Tupperware bowl ,  i t  is  going  

to precip i ta te,  so i t  is  going to be wet .   But  the f ingerpr in ts  

guys and the FSL guys are not  qual i f ied to go out  to  sea .   10 

They are not  prepared to go and put  the i r  l i ves at  s take and 

go 16 naut ica l  m i les out  to  sea,  c l imb 10 f loors up on a 

conta iner  sh ip,  then st i l l  c l imb below deck.  

 I t  is  a  hazardous envi ronment .   Yes,  I  have got  

exper ience in  i t .   I  am f rom that  envi ronment .   I  can swim,  

maybe,  as wel l .   But  the point  is ,  in  that  envi ronment ,  I  

must  t ry  and take more steps to preserve that .   So I  would 

have taken a lo t  o f  contemporaneous notes on the scene.  

 And I  have got  the one example where you have got  

the Cocaine.   I  even a l low the  ship 's  capta in and the  20 

Customs off icers that  ra ided wi th us to take thei r  no tes and 

photographs.   And then I  submit  that  wi th  a statement  in  my 

docket .  

 And a lso,  i f  the weather  is  real l y  inc lement ,  i f  you 

are in  an outs ide  area and i t  i s  real ly  ra in ing or  whatever,  
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you cannot  take photographs n ice ly or  you cannot  take 

f ingerpr in ts n ice ly.   That  would be another  non -persuasive 

envi ronment .   But  otherwise,  i f  you move th ings around,  you 

should be able to  make i t  qu i te  cosy that  the f ingerpr in t  

expert  can work  in  an envi ronment  that  you can work  

through the day and the n ight .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When General  Flynn gave 

evidence on the table that  we went  through ear l ie r,  he made 

a comment .   I  wi l l  just  g ive you the  reference and I  wi l l  read 

i t .   I t  is  in  h is  supplementary statement  at  paragraph 11 on 10 

page 6 of  sect ion 1 .   He says:  

“F rom the aforement ioned,  I  was able to  

ascer ta in that  unl i ke the June 2021 

seizure :  

11.1 .   LCRC was cal led to the scene to  

process the cr ime scene in  respect  of  a l l  

the other  se izures except  the second 

Polonia vessel  se izure and the  Manu 

Chao seizure. ”  

You ear l ier  ident i f ied both Polonia  se izures as being your  20 

seizures.   Cor rect?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So he cr i t i c ised that  in  LCRC, 

wel l ,  I  would not  say i t  is  a  cr i t ic ism,  but  he noted that  

LCRC was not  ca l led out  in  two se izures .   The one is  yours  
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and the other  one is  Manu Chao.   In  respect  of  yours,  why 

d id you not  ca l l  out  LCRC?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Approximate ly 12  naut ica l  

mi les out  at  sea o ff  the coast  of  Umhlanga Rocks in  Durban,  

bad waters,  bad seas,  a smal l  sk i  boat  was used,  very 

quiet ,  and le t  us  ca l l  i t  a  covert  operat ion was sent  to  go 

and search the conta iner  for  drugs,  and i t  turned out  to  be 

posi t i ve .   So the  other  th ing is  we d id not  know the drugs 

were going to be there .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you do the seizure on sea,  i t  10 

was on sea.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And that  is  why you d id not  ca l l  

them.  So that  is  the one you were  refer r ing to ear l ie r.   You 

were expla in ing,  okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  very d i f f icu l t  in  a 

scenar io l i ke th is  because you can a lways look back at  i t .   

So they are saying i f  you found i t  on the ship,  you could 

have stayed at  the ship,  but  then when was the ship coming 

in to Durban Harbour?  I f  the ship stayed out  at  sea for  21  20 

days,  I  would have to have kept  po l icemen out  at  sea for  21 

days or  mysel f  for  21 days and then sai led in  w i th the 

vessel ,  and only  when i t  was in  Durban could the LCRC 

members have boarded the vessel  and then done a  

forensics.   So what  we d id is  we d id contemporaneous 
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notes,  recorded i t  wi th  wi tnesses,  and cor roborated i t  wi th  a  

statement .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then once i t  got  on land,  why 

could you not  ca l l  LCRC ?  I  understand when i t  is  in  the  

water  they are dangerous,  they cannot  go there,  but  the 

exhib i ts  do not  s tay in  the water.   A t  some point  you have to  

br ing them on land.   Why at  that  s tage,  as soon as they 

land,  can you not  ca l l  LCRC?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  is  a  va l id  

quest ion.   You could .   They would have taken a photograph 10 

of  the sealed exhib i t  bag.   The bag was sealed wi th exhib i t s  

in  i t .   I  was not  going to  break the  seal  on the exhib i t  bag .   

So a l l  they would  have taken a photograph of  was a sealed 

exhib i t  bag and wet  Cocaine b locks ins ide.   I  be l ieve my 

contemporaneous photographs were suff ic ient  and good 

enough to be able to  ident i f y  the logos,  ident i fy  the 

wrappings.    

 I  be l ieve that  mine was the Audi  in  that  case,  and I  

had the d i f fe rent  logos ins ide .   So yes,  looking back,  yes I  

should have poss ib ly  ca l led LCRC to the  shore.   Guys,  th is  20 

is  the stuff  that  came off  the vessel ,  p lease photograph i t  

for  me.   They wou ld have done that .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Would they have been able to  

take any DNA at  that  s tage ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    As I  sa id,  i f  i t  is  in  the 
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f reezer,  I  th ink ch icken and f ish is  kept  anywhere between 

minus 18 and 20 degrees Cels ius.   I t  is  an indust ry norm .   

So we are s i t t ing  at  32,  34 degrees Cels ius outs ide .   The 

moment  I  take tha t  ice b lock out  of  that  f r idge,  i t  wi l l  s ta r t  to  

precip i ta te.   So the stuff  could go wet  ins ide .   I  do not  know.   

I  have not  opened i t  a t  that  s tage mysel f ,  but  I  can te l l  you 

the outs ide is  s l ippery and wet ,  and we just  s l ipped that  in to 

exhib i t  bags and we sealed i t  under below,  beneath deck .   

We d id not  even take i t  on deck to seal  i t .   We sealed i t  

beneath deck.   I  have the photos i f  you want  to  see those .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And on the Manu Chao 

one,  you said you were at  the scene,  but  i t  was not  your  

scene.   You le f t  a t  some stage.   How is  that  d i f ferent  to  the 

scene that  you expla ined now,  just  to  understand why LCRC 

was not  ca l led out  in  that  instance ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  Manu 

Chao,  I  was cal led in  the evening to at tend through a  

source that  had cal led Cr ime Inte l l igence .   Mysel f  and a 

person f rom Cr ime Inte l l igence,  we have a good 

re lat ionship .   I  was in formed,  p lease come,  p ick  h im up.   20 

There is  something being found,  and i t  is  very suspic ious .    

 I  ar r ived on scene,  and what  had happened is  when 

a package is  damaged or  mishandled in  any way not  how i t  

was declared or  packaged,  the sh ipper then repackages i t  

to  make sure tha t  the or ig inal  s tu ff  is  what  was or ig inal l y  
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sa id .   And what  they do is ,  in  th is  case i t  was Bentoni te .   

For  those of  you who do not  know,  Bentoni te  is  e i ther  used 

in  making soap or  k i t ty  l i t te r.   But  i t  is  a  chemical  p roduct ,  

but  i t  is  not  bad or  anyth ing .   And the br icks were h idden in 

one- tonne bags of  Bentoni te .  

 So Bentoni te  i s  dusty.   I t  would have devoid any 

f ingerpr in ts on the outs ide .   And i t  would a lso have made 

the DNA of  whoever had hand led those bags devoid  

because i t  is  the same as soap,  just  wi thout  the water .   So 

that  scene there,  I  ca l led out  my seniors .   They took over  10 

that  scene.   But  wi th  regards to Manu Chao,  that  was about  

i t  for  me.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And when you say your seniors,  

you are refer r ing to Colonel ,  is  i t  S ib iya?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  ma 'am.   Yes,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So we can go back to the 

exhib i t  f i le ,  EXHIBIT 1 ,  the Exhib i t  F i le  1.   I  just  want  to  

take you to the LCRC document ,  which is  on page 255.   I t  is  

a  statement .   And then what  fo l lows is  what  i s  referred to as 20 

a photo a lbum.  I t  does seem to  be incomplete  what  we had 

received f rom the subpoena ,  but  i f  you could just  expla in to  

us what  th is  document  is ,  why i t  is  taken,  and i ts  

s ign i f i cance in  an  invest igat ion ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  am 
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correct  that  th is  i s  the statement  in  respect  of  the forensic 

photo a lbum?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  that  is  cor rect .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Okay.   Commissioners,  

when an expert  f rom the Local  Cr iminal  Records Cent re  or  

Forensic  Science Laboratory  at tends a scene,  they do a  

statement .   I t  is  in  terms of  sect ion 212 of  the Cr iminal  

Procedure Act .   And i t  is  deemed that  they have done thei r  

work correct ly  and they have not  manipulated the exhib i ts ,  

and i t  is  done as such,  and they have compi led an a lbum ,  10 

and they are saying that  i t  is  t rue as such.   That  is  what  th is  

statement  i s .   So th is  i s  the  person that  at tended my scene .   

I t  is  a  lady.   I  am not  going to say the name .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then i f  we can then go to the  

photographs,  page 258?  I  just  want  to  ask you,  what  are we 

looking at  here?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  that  is  

Manu Chao.   Not  Manu Chao.   My apologies .   

Commissioner,  that  is  the ent rance gate to  the bonded 

sect ion of  CHC Depot .    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And th is  tape there,  what  is  that  

tape that  we see there ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  pol ice cordon tape ,  

ma 'am.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So tha t  is  you secur ing the 
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scene?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  a t  th is  stage,  we are not  

deal ing wi th  a conta iner.   The goods were a l ready taken out  

of  the conta iner.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you just  expla in to  us how 

that  process works?  Because by the t ime you get  to  the  

scene,  you are not  deal ing wi th a conta iner  anymore.  10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  am qui te  sure there  

should have been a photograph to show the envi ronment .   

And i t  would be n ice to show the Commission how c lose the 

conta iners are to  us ,  but  I  do not  see i t .   Sor ry,  

Commissioner,  th is  photo a lbum is not  in  sequence .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  and i t  does a lso seem 

compl icated  …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I f  I  can say to the 

Commission,  so the image 1 where you are now and image 

2,  i f  you had to turn around wi th that  to  your  back,  that  is  a  20 

VW Caddy there wi th a l l  the cr ime scene equipment ,  i f  you 

had to turn around wi th your back to that ,  on your  

immediate r ight -hand s ide would be approximate ly 10 to 15  

lanes of  conta iners.   That  i s  where the inspect ions take 

p lace.    
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 Behind those conta iners is  what  we cal l  the  

conta iner  stacks,  where the conta iners are stored ins ide the  

depot .   But  your  inspect ion by your  Customs,  your  

inspect ion by the pol ice members,  your  unpacking and 

repacking and moving f rom one conta iner  in to the yard  

happens there.  

 So i f  you are looking at  the photo  f rom th is  s ide to  

your le f t -hand s ide,  there is  t ra ff ic .   When I  say t raff i c ,  i t  

wi l l  be fo rk l i f ts ,  i t  wi l l  be what  we cal l  pantus ies ,  s t raddle 

carr iers that  move around .   That  is  where that  image is ,  just  10 

to s i tuate you in  CHC in Is ip ingo.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  is  the impact  on the rest  

of  business going on in  the area i f  you c ordon off  sect ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Only that  sect ion  where I  

am work ing has got  no access to i t .   The res t  of  the 

business carr ies on .    

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE :    And in  your  exper ience,  

especia l l y  s ince we are ta lk ing  about  CHC, how is  the  

cooperat ion wi th you cordoning off  a  sect ion of  the scene?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    You cannot  do an 20 

operat ion there w i thout  the i r  assistance.   The reason being,  

Commissioners,  maybe the people do not  know th is ,  but  

there is  a sequence of  ro le p layers that  needs to be  

present .   I  do not  have a suspect .   So who is  accountable  

for  what  i s  there?  Did the pol ice put  i t  there ?  Someone put  
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i t  there?  Was i t  done mal ic iously ?  We do not  know.  

 And a lso,  we want  to  prove that  we are not  s teal ing  

anyth ing f rom the yard .   So there is  a process .   We cal l  the  

depot  manager,  which is  CHC.   CHC wi l l  then g ive us thei r  

operat ions manager to  at tend .   Then there is  a person in  

charge of  that  sect ion because I  cannot  dr ive the fork l i f t  or  

move the stock around .   They do i t  fo r  you.   Everyth ing  

there,  we do not  move,  they move .   They do i t  a l l  for  you .   

They are very cooperat ive.  

 Then the other  th ing is ,  there is  no paperwork that  10 

goes around,  passing f i les l i ke th is  to  each other  wi th a l l  

the documents .   I t  is  a l l  done d ig i ta l ly.   So for  me to obta in  

these documents,  I  would have to have cooperated wi th the 

management  of  the CHC to obta in the d ig i ta l  downloads.  

 Then the other  th ing is ,  the locat ion where you are 

work ing,  they are compl iant  in  te rms of  r i sk and 

management ,  occupat ion al  heal th ,  so heal th and safety.   So 

the whole p lace is  under CCTV.   So we are actual ly  being  

moni to red by them in case someth ing happens to us .   So we 

must  a lso work c lever ly,  work  wi th a ref lect ive jacket  i f  20 

there is  a machine around,  wear the h ard hat  i f  there is  a  

machine around,  or  g ive way.   We comply wi th the i r  

occupat ional  heal th  and safety to  be safe .    

 But  that  is  when I  go back to saying i t  i s  a  happy 

re lat ionship that  goes to the conduciveness of  so lv ing the  
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cr ime at  our  t ime.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  is  Customs '  ro le?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Customs,  in  th is  mat ter,  

were the or ig inal  compla inant  to  mysel f .   So Customs had 

deta ined th is  sh ipment  of ,  i t  was suspected to be i l l ic i t  

goods.   Counter fe i t ,  I  am not  going  to ment ion the  suspect 's  

name so I  can say the commodi t ies.   I t  was sk in l ightening 

creams,  i t  was ha i r  products,  i t  was counter fe i t  sunglasses .   

I t  was a whole lo t  o f  i l l ic i t  and counter fe i t .    

 There was an ongoing invest igat ion wi th these 10 

people br ing ing in  d i f fe rent  conta iners fu l l  wi th  i l l ic i t  goods,  

f rom cloth ing to medicat ion.   And in  th is  case,  Customs had 

obviously done an inspect ion on the goods that  had been 

unpacked f rom the conta iner  pr io r,  and d iscovered that  one 

of  the boxes conta ined suspected Mandrax tablets .   

 So now,  because they have found i t ,  they become 

the custodian  because i t  is  in  a  Customs area,  o r  as they 

say,  a  Customs space,  i f  that  is  the r ight  word .   So,  

technica l l y  speak ing,  the scene and the exhib i t s  belong to  

Customs.   The reason being is ,  in  South Af r ican economy 20 

and law,  i t  is  a  c r iminal  case but  i t  is  a lso a SARS case.  

 I f  SARS is going to charge that  man in  terms of  the  

Customs Act ,  we wi l l  not  see that .   They a l l  deal  w i th  h im 

for  a l l  h is  i l l ic i t  goods and h is counter fe i t  goods .   We wi l l  

not  see that .   That  is  the taxman.   The taxman does h is own 
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th ing.   But  the point  i s ,  the scene gets handed over to  me 

by Customs.  

 So there is  a handing over  cer t i f icate .   But  because 

i t  came f rom a conta iner,  SARS goes fur ther  wi th the i r  

invest igat ions and then they prof i le  which group of  

conta iners are coming in  on the vessel  o r  par t  o f  that  and 

they deta in a l l  o f  those conta iners for  inspect ion.    

 So there is  now an enforcement  process that  

begins.   So because we have th is  re lat ionship now,  then we 

do a dual  inspect ion of  the other  conta iners,  hoping to f ind 10 

more i l l i c i t  goods .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can I  take you to page 223 of  

that  same bundle?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Page? 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    223 of  the same Exhib i t  Bundle  

that  we have been deal ing wi th .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have i t ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  is  the detent ion of  goods.   Do 

you have i t?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have i t .    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So there is  one on 223 and 

another  on 225 ,  and i t  has d i f fe rent  conta iner  numbers.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So these would have been 

the detent ion of  dated 23 January  2020 .   So th is  is  before  
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you go to  CHC.   So they would have,  as Customs would  

have,  or  SARS would have asked for  these conta iners to  be 

deta ined.   Are these conta iners by the same shipper ?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.   So as  you can see,  i t  i s  two d i f ferent  

vessels.   And i t  is  h ighly l i ke ly tha t  they would have used a  

d i f ferent  por t  to  load some of  the i r  equipment  or  they could 

have made the mistake,  and I  am saying they,  the suspects .   

But  th is  i s  how we prof i le  them .  That  i s  exact ly  how we do 

i t .  10 

 So what  they do is  they spl i t  the vessel .   I t  comes 

in  on two d i f ferent  routes,  possib ly  P ier  1 and P ier  2 .   And 

then Customs now obviously p icked up he has an 

i r regular i ty  wi th  these people or  they have got  a h is tory.   I  

do not  know.  

 From my s ide,  we have to re ly  on our  databases to  

see i f  there is  a  h is tory wi th the  import  o f  the sh ipper or  

t ransgressions .   Customs has tha t .   I  know they do have 

that .   So that  helps them wi th the i r  prof i l ing .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then on page 218?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    218,  yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  i s  the  handover form that  

you were refer r ing to.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .   I  reported ear l ie r  

that  i t  was the narcot ics sect ion that  ca l led me .   The person 
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on the narcot ics sect ion 's  name is  here,  and he hands the  

scene over  to  mysel f .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So the  person on the top,  that  

would have been f rom SARS, and you are the person ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  incorrect .   That  is  

281,  i t  must  be 218 .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    218,  yes,  218.   But  the one that  

you have,  218,  in  f ront  of  you,  we are looking at  the r ight  

one?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  I  am.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   I t  is  the handover fo rm.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  the SARS handover 

form.   I t  has got  the KZN DDU 3200.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  there,  i t  is  the correct  one 

now.   So the top is  the team handing over  to  you,  you 

receiv ing i t .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And that  author ises you 

now to conduct  your  s ide of  the …  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you ind icated that  i t  was on 

the 5 t h  o f  February.   What  are you doing on the 6 t h  o f  

February as wel l ?   Were you at  the scene?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Th is is  the scene where we 

found the wine that  tested posi t i ve .   So the  SARS, that  was 
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in  the i r  custody.   So to be re leased to me,  they handed i t  

back over  to  me.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Because I  was not  happy 

that  the wine was wine .   I  suspected i t  to  be a substance 

conta in ing methamphetamine .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And i t  was?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  was not  in  the end.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    But  the in i t ia l  test  wi th  the  10 

dog and the presumpt ive test  gave us a fa lse posi t i ve .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And is  that  why you cal led FSL ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    But  o rd inar i l y  FSL would not  have 

come to the scene because i t  is  no t  a c lan lab .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   

But  when we have st range chemicals and stuff ,  and we 

understand the work ing procedure amongst  ourse lves,  we 

work together.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So i f  somebody is  conduct ing a 

se izure operat ion at  a  CHC depot ,  o r  a depot  s imi la r  to  that ,  

and does not  ca l l  LCRC but  ca l l s  FSL,  is  that  the  cor rect  

procedure?  And would FSL be ent i t led not  to  refuse to 

come out?   
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Maybe I  must  expla in how 

I  know the th ing .   So the two laborator ies do two tota l ly  

d i f ferent  th ings,  but  they do over lap so  that  they index each 

other  cor rect ly.   For  a recovery,  how I  am shown and taught ,  

a  standard recovery we cal l  out  LCRC, not  FSL.  

 I f  i t  is  chemicals and i tems that  I  do not  know and I  

need guidance w i th,  I  wi l l  te l l  them such .   Then they wi l l  

a t tend,  or  they wi l l  g ive me te lephonic advice,  process your 

scene l ike th is ,  do th is ,  we wi l l  work wi th you ,  and we do.   I  

have got  a re lat ionship wi th them .    10 

 When FSL at tends a scene,  they a lso take 

photographs,  because they must  a lso compi le  a 212 a lbum.   

And i t  is  pret ty,  p ret ty,  p ret ty  met icu lously done .   And what  

they wi l l  usual ly  do is  they wi l l  use the same re ference 

points .   So A 's are A 's,  B 's  are B 's ,  1 's  a re 1 's ,  2 's  are 2 's ,  

i f  I  can say that  to  the Commission .  

 So we a l l  know that  i t  is  Room A,  Room 2,  et  

cetera .   So those two a lbums,  i f  you put  them in court ,  they 

would cor roborate  each other.   And the Commissioner  asked 

me ear l ie r  why would I  use a photo a lbum.   That  is  why.   So 20 

those two a lbums then ta lk  to  each other.   So that  is  why 

they a lso take photos on the scene.   So i f  you ask me the 

correct  p rocedures,  you can cal l  e i ther  one f i rs t .   I t  is  up to 

you.   But  p referab ly LCRC.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So once you get  to  the 
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scene,  you have the exhib i t  bags ready.   And i f  you do not  

have them, you would ca l l  for  exhib i t  bags.   You would make 

ar rangements to  get  exhib i t  bags .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   In  th is  instance,  in  your  

instance,  what  d id you do wi th the 2020 bust ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I f  I  am cor rect  in  th is  one,  

I  had some exhib i t  bags .   And then af te r,  I  th ink we might  

have run short  on  the b ig ones,  we had ar ranged a fac i l i ty,  

members had gone to p ick us up at  SAPS Sydenham .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Sor ry,  SAPS Sydenham ? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sydenham.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And what  is  the  correct  

procedure insofar  as when the exhib i t s  must  be p laced in  

the bags?  Is  i t  a t  the scene or  can i t  be done e lsewhere ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    A t  the scene.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And i f  i t  is  not ,  could i t  be done 

e lsewhere i f  the scene is  not ,  for  whatever  reason,  

conducive to do so?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There would have to be a 20 

reason why you are moving i t .   What  would be a reason that  

you can th ink of  that  would be a reason ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    From CHC? 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   CHC speci f ica l ly.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No reason.    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You say?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  do not  th ink there could 

be a reason.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Could i t  potent ia l ly  be tha t  f rom a 

safety  point  o f  v iew,  you want  to  make sure  that  you do not  

le t  people know that  you have just  uncovered 500 k i lograms 

of  Cocaine,  fo r  example,  o r  in  your  case,  Mandrax ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  a t  that  

t ime,  the b iggest  drug used in  Umlazi ,  I  th ink,  was Mandrax .   

I  th ink Mandrax would have been pret ty  much a threat  as 10 

wel l .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So that  thought  d id not  

cross my mind .   I t  is  safe there .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you say i t  is  sa fe there,  

just  e laborate on that .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  be fore you 

can get  in ,  there  is  secur i t y  at  the f ront .   There is  a gate 

that  you have to go  through .   They check you in .   You have 

to dr ive near ly  300 metres before  you can even get  to  the  20 

conta iner  stack .   I  had Metro there .   I  had SAPS there.   We 

were a l l  a rmed.   I  be l ieved we are safe .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And d isrupt ion of  commerce whi le  

you are busy processing,  how long would i t  take to  process 

the scene?   
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  was there f rom the 

morning unt i l  f ive in  the af ternoon,  the evening.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    In  yours,  in  the February 2020 ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  ask ,  you are d iscuss ing the 

2020 operat ion,  and th is  i s  a consignment  that  i s  bonded .   

So i t  is  away f rom the other  commercia l  act iv i t y  that  

happens.   Let  us put  a d i f fe rent  scenar io .   There is  no 

SARS detent ion involved,  and so these goods are not  in  the 

same corner  as  we see in  these p ictures  or  the  same 10 

work ing space .    

 But  i t  is ,  in  fact ,  goods that  are in  a conta iner  l ined 

up.   We are st i l l  a t  CHC.  L ined up in  the way that  you 

descr ibed.   I  th ink  you descr ibed that  there are  other  

conta iners there.   What  const ra ints,  i f  any,  would there be 

to conduct ing the k ind of  checks that  you are speaking 

about?   

 Do you have a cr ime scene,  what  you are  

descr ib ing wi th Ms  Segeels,  what  would be the const ra ints  

that  would make i t  d i f f icu l t  to  work f rom there  as a cr ime 20 

scene?  And assuming the weather  is  not  an issue .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  the main 

const ra int  would be occupat ional  heal th  and safety  for  the  

members doing the cr ime scene,  and access by a l l  re levant  

ro le p layers .   So you do not  want  to  box yoursel f  in .   You 
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want  to  be able to  work f reely.   Members in ,  members out .   

In  my case,  I  had members that  were s ick.   I  needed an 

ambulance in ,  ambulance out .    

 I  have worked depots for  years .   They wi l l  bend 

over  backwards to help you.   I  have worked a scene at  

Gr indrod.   We were there for  l i te ra l ly  f rom the morning unt i l  

the next  morning .   They send people,  they s i t  wi th  you.  

 So what  usual ly  happens is  i f  the  scene becomes 

compl icated,  i f  I  can use that  word,  Commissioner,  they 

would then stop the act iv i t y  on  the le f t  o f  your  conta iner  and 10 

the r ight  of  your  conta iner.   Somet imes they wi l l  even g ive  

you an empty conta iner  and stack i t  next  to  you .    

 So because,  remember now,  I  do not  want  to  be  

d ig ressed,  but  what  about  the balance of  the conta iner ?  I  

am seeing what  is  in  f ront  of  me,  which is  the narcot ics,  but  

what  about  the rest  of  the substance behind i t ?   What  is  

happening to tha t?  Once I  have  found something in  the 

conta iner,  then I  must  assume the  rest  of  the conta iner  is  

ta in ted.  

 So how do you deal  wi th  i t ?   I t  is  ca l led an unpack .   20 

Unpack and v isua l  inspect ion .   So what  usual ly  happens is  

that  must  come out  and go somewhere,  but  because i t  has 

not  gone in to the warehouse,  i t  goes in to the conta iner  next  

to  i t ,  and that  is  a n ice way that  you can get  a hands -on 

look at  i t ,  probe i t ,  open i t ,  s tuff  l ike that .  
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 So the const ra ints are you need to have a 

re lat ionship wi th the warehouse before you star t .   Once you 

have got  that ,  you must  be prepared to work because 

everyth ing should  be able to  be done there .   I f  i t  ra ins,  you 

are under roof .   They just  push the conta iner  forward .   

There is  a machine that  moves i t  for  you .   I f  you want  to  

unpack in to another  conta iner,  they g ive you another  

conta iner.   They have got  empty  conta iners .   We do not .   

The pol ice does not  have that .  

 We do not  have the machines to move them, the  10 

t rucks,  noth ing .   So the only const ra ints you would have 

technica l l y  is  consumables on the scene,  your  cr ime scene 

consumables,  your  fo rensic test  k i ts ,  your  forensic  exhib i t  

bags,  et  cetera .   That  would be your const ra ints.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  that  case,  you would unpack the 

conta iner.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Because you real ly  do not  know whether  

what  you are seeing in  f ront  of  you is  a l l  there is .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  w i th  your  20 

leave,  I  have been asked about  another  mat ter  in  regards to  

a tonne of  Cocaine that  I  se ized .   My notes wi l l  show you 

that  n ice ly,  how we do that ,  and leading up to that ,  the 

process of  ident i f y ing the conta iner  f rom star t  to  f in ish .   So 

maybe that  wi l l  answer your quest ion again.   But  i f  you want  
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me to answer i t  now,  I  can .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  am happy to leave i t  to  you when 

you d iscuss i t  wi th  Ms  Ngube.   Maybe le t  me ask my second 

quest ion re lated  to th is .   We have heard evidence,  fo r  

example,  on another  scene where the reason for  removing 

the goods,  the i l l ic i t  goods,  narcot ics,  to  a d i f ferent  s i te  is  

that  there was a lo t  o f  t ra ff i c ,  peop le moving,  employees of  

the depot .    

 I  ask my quest ion in  that  context  to  t ry  and 

understand pract ica l l y  how does th is  become a problem ?  10 

There is  no means of  cordoning off  an area and prevent ing 

other  people who are not  par t  o f  the cr ime scene 

management  to  i so late them f rom that  scene so that  you do 

what  you need to do on the scene .   I  am t ry ing to  

understand that  p ract ica l ly.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  i s  a  good 

quest ion,  and maybe I  am going to get  a few bru ises f rom 

my col leagues af terwards,  but  the people that  bother  you on 

the scene are po l icemen  that  should not  be on the scene .   

That  is  who contaminates your scene.  20 

 So i f  I  te l l  you I  have got  a cordon tape,  the  

stevedores and the warehouses,  they wi l l  accommodate my 

request .   They a l low that  scene to stay there,  and they wi l l  

assist  that  i t  s tays l ike that .   They are not  in terested in  

coming in  the cr ime scene.    
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 I t  is  the pol icemen that  want  to  come in and see 

and the media that  comes wi th them, and they want  to  take 

a v ideo and look and touch .   That  is  what  contaminates your  

cr ime scene.   So i f  you ask me,  can you lock down a cr ime 

scene at  a warehouse,  my answer,  Commissioner,  is  yes.   

How long can you do i t  for ?  As long as you want  to .   I  have 

proven that  my longest  is  two and a hal f  days .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  the short  answer  not  that  once you 

ident i fy  an area as a cr ime scene,  whatever  commercia l  10 

act iv i t y  was happening there becomes secondary ?  So 

people who are doing business there are no longer a l lowed 

to go to  the scene .   I t  i s  your  scene you are ent i t led to 

coord inate off  for  the purposes of  conduct ing invest igat ion .   

So i t  cannot  be an answer to  say,  but  we are running a 

business here.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  you are 

correct ,  and I  th ink i t  has been ment ioned .   I  saw a  

statement  where they said that  the  people f rom the harbour  

were there .   The people f rom the harbour are there every 20 

s ingle day.   They are stat ioned there to conduct  those 

searches.   I t  is  par t  o f  natura l  bus iness to be searched by 

SARS and the  pol ice,  i f  that  makes sense to the 

Commission .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Under what  c i rcumstances would safety  
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be an issue,  safety of  managing a cr ime scene there and 

checking the exhib i t s?  I  am ta lk ing about  the  CHC in 

par t icu lar.   What  is  i t  about  the geography of  that  p lace that  

you would say would just i fy  in  some cases concerns about  

safety?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have to th ink carefu l l y  

how to answer th is ,  Commissioner.   Commissioner,  are we 

safe here?  No,  Commissioner,  your  quest ion is  va l id .   But  

the quest ion remains is ,  are we safe here ?  I f  someone 

wants to  come here and do what  they want  to  do here,  they 10 

wi l l  do i t .    

 Do I  have knowledge of  that ?  That  is  the quest ion .   

The answer is  no .   Do I  know who is  coming to do i t ?   The 

answer is  no.   So what  steps must  I  take to prevent  that  

f rom happening?  I  need to be  aware .   I  need to be 

caut ious.   I  need to make sure I  have got  my weapon.   Must  

I  have other  guards on guard ?  Yes.   Must  I  have a  cordon 

set  up?  Yes.   Because then I  can see i f  someone crosses 

the cordon,  I  know that  man is  coming to make t rouble.   

Deal  wi th  h im .    20 

 Does that  answer i t ?   For  you,  you have got  

secur i t y  at  the f ront  door.   You have got  secur i ty  when you 

scan th rough …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do not  say too much .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  no.   Agreed,  
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Commissioner.   My apologies .   What  I  am saying is  you 

have got  an operat ional  p lan for  a  threat  assessment .   We 

have to do i t  the  other  way around.   So i t  is  in  reverse .   

Now I  am here  ins ide .   I  must  protect  mysel f  go ing out .   So 

the quest ion that  I  would ask is ,  the Commissioner  i s  asking 

me,  was i t  safe there?  In  my scenar io,  I  wi l l  say I  was safe .   

I  took the steps to make sure my scene was safe .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  me ask th is  in  fa i rness.   I  have to  

ask the quest ion in  fa i rness to those that  have managed the 

cr ime scene d i f fe rent ly.   In  your  exper ience,  wi th  the  k ind of  10 

exper ience that  you have had over  the years ,  but  in 

par t icu lar  at  a  depot  such as CHC,  have you had instances 

where there were  threats of  harm or,  in  fact ,  in ter ference 

wi th what  you were doing as you were managing the scene ?   

 And I  am not  asking about  your  co l leagues who are  

walk ing onto a  scene,  but  the owners of  the drugs 

potent ia l ly.   Have you had scenar ios or  s i tuat ions where,  as 

you are managing that  par t i cu la r  scene at  CHC, you might  

have thought  maybe i t  is  not  safe ?  There are ind icat ions 

that  there are people who are look ing at  what  we are doing,  20 

have bad in tent ions.   Let  us move on .   Have you had that  

k ind of  exper ience?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  you asked,  

I  wi l l  say,  four  scenar ios there .   You asked,  has anyone 

ever  micromanaged your scene?  I  wi l l  say yes.   Have I  ever  
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fe l t  unsafe at  the scene?  I  wi l l  say no,  i f  I  can,  

Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Unsafe as in ,  not  so much you 

personal ly,  but  the scene i tse l f  be ing d isrupted .   You have 

never had that  k ind,  and no c ause to be concerned about  

that?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  there is  a 

l is t  here wi th a statement  f rom the General .   I  d id  no t  know 

i t  was here,  but  here i t  is .   Those are my scenes.   They are 

not  miss ing .   They are safe .    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  t ransported  those 

exhib i ts  mysel f ,  or  wi th  co l leagues across the count ry to  

p laces unbeknownst  to  a lo t  o f  people here.   They are safe .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    We were never at tacked .   

We were never assaul ted.   We were  never d iver ted f rom our  

route.   We were safe .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you are able to  say,  are you,  and to 

say i t  unequivocal ly,  that  CHC, i ts  geography,  i t  is  set  up  20 

there,  and what  happens when the pol ice run an operat ion 

there of  a  se izure,  i t  does not  pose any fears of  r isk or  an  

at tack that  you can th ink of .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner Balo y i .   

Can we just  go back to where you were deal ing wi th the 

scene i tse l f ,  but  before that ,  you are now in the bonded 

warehouse area .   Where was the recip ient  going to  in tercept  

in  order  to  get  the  drugs ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    They would have to have 

dr iven i t  out .   So someone would  have to have c leared i t  

f rom the bonded area,  loaded i t  in  a t ruck,  and dr iven i t  out .   

So we are looking  at  a  c lear ing agent  and a t ransporter .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And here  we are ta lk ing about  the  

conta iner  and these goods were deta ined because of  the 

other  counter fe i t  goods f rom the same shipper.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So ideal ly  what  was going to 

happen is  that  these conta iners  were not  going  to be 

deta ined by SARS.  They were not  going to go  to the 

bonded warehouse .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  but  in  the instance of  20 

where you are deal ing wi th food,  l ike bone meal ,  would that  

not  automat ica l ly  be deta ined by SARS ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  actual ly  the  

Department  of  Heal th,  not  SARS .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  the Department  of  

Heal th .   The reason being is  i t  is  a  fore ign food coming in to 

our  count ry and our  government  needs to know i t  is  not  

going to be fed to  humans.   I t  i s  bone meal .   Funny enough,  

hal f  o f  the peop le eat  i t  anyway.   I t  is  used in  making 

processed food,  for  bulk ing processed food,  pet  food,  s tuff  

l ike that .    

 I t  is  sad,  but  i t  is .   Unscrupulous people do put  i t  

in .   So i t  is  dumped here as waste ,  but  i t  car r ies duty.   But  

because i t  is  a  food product  and an animal  p roduct ,  the 10 

Department  of  Heal th must  c lear  i t .   So they wi l l  inspect  i t ,  

c lear  i t ,  take a sample,  and i t  is  then re leased by them .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And where would they do the  

inspect ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    As  you open the conta iner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Where?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    A t  the depot .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    A t  CHC?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I f  i t  is  a t  CHC, at  CHC.  I f  

i t  is  a t  Gr indrod,  at  Gr indrod.   I f  i t  is  a t  Maersk,  i t  is  a t  20 

Maersk.   I t  is  done r ight  there .   Because the reason being is  

once that  conta iner  is  open,  i f  there is  a d isease or  

something in  that  conta iner,  i t  is  now exposed to the 

envi ronment .   So i f  they f ind a d isease substance in  there,  

they must  be able to  conta in i t  and be able to  deal  wi th  i t  
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there.   So that  is  why they themselves wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  r ight  

there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And where does the Department 

of  Heal th do thei r  checks at  CHC ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  wi l l  be wherever the i r  

conta iner  i s  loaded.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so they do not  have a 

specia l  area? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.   I t  is  where those 

conta iners come,  they wi l l  check i t .  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  in  the June 2021 bust ,  we 

ta lked,  are you aware that  i t  was bone meal  that  was in  the 

leg i t imate conta iner ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  I  am aware now.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So that  would have,  in  any 

event ,  been inspected by the Depar tment  of  Heal th ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Department  of  Heal th,  yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And they would have presumably  

found the Cocaine amongst  that?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Wel l ,  the answer is  yes .   I t  20 

would have been the poor guy that  opened that  conta iner  

f rom CHC.  He would have been the f i rs t  guy to  see i t .   

Then wi th h im would have been the  superv isor  and the guys 

f rom the Department  of  Heal th .   So the answer is  in  the  

end,  yes.    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So where would,  how would the 

recip ient  have in tercepted on the  June 2021 bust ?  How 

would they have in tercepted to get  the drugs undetected ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    They would have taken i t  

before i t  got  in to CHC.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And where would that  have been ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So i t  could have been 

when i t  came off  the vessel  and put  in to the conta iner  stack 

a longside P ier  1,  P ier  2 or  New P ier.   I t  could have been 

enroute f rom New Pier  to  the packing area and i t  could have 10 

been on the road .   So again,  s tevedores,  t ransporter,  

Customs,  pol i ce.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe for  those of  us who are not  

fami l ia r  wi th  the space and goods coming in  f rom a ship,  

maybe i f  you could in  some,  as  best  as you can,  us ing 

language,  in  some graphic deta i l ,  expla in to  us  a sh ip 

comes in ,  th is  i s  what  happens ord inar i l y  and a l l  o f  that  

process up to when i t  gets  to  the depot  just  so that  we have 

a menta l  idea of  what  you are ta lk ing about .    20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

So maybe I  can i l lust rate,  i t  is  easier.   There is  a conta iner  

ident i f ied on a sh ip .   The ship comes in ,  the ship gets 

a l located a cer ta in loading space dependent  on the depth of  

that  vessel  and the s ize of  that  vessel .    
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 There is  a lso what  they cal l  a  p re -ar r iva l  not ice.   I t  

is  put  on an e lect ronic system .   We are going to be teaching 

the smugglers how we are going to f ind them here,  but  

anyway.   We wi l l  just  have to change our  tact ics.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  can be as summarised .   As long as we 

have a p icture of  how i t  works .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I f  I  do not  expla in i t  to  

you,  then you wi l l  not  understand how easy i t  is  to  steal .   I t  

is  actual ly  very easy.   The ship comes in ,  the conta iner  has 

to move.   For  the conta iner  to  move,  an e lect ronic s ignal  10 

must  come f rom Transnet  to  re lease that  conta iner  onto the 

ground.   

 The machine comes,  p icks the conta iner  up.   Before  

i t  touches the ground,  a t ruck gets an inst ruct ion,  a lso 

computer ised to meet  i t .   I t  goes onto a t ruck .   The t ruck 

gets to ld where  to put  that  conta iner  in  a stack.   The 

conta iner  moves .    

 I t  has got  drugs .   What  we have exper ienced in  my 

exper ience is  i f  th is  conta iner  is  –  i f  you know Lego br icks,  

one,  two,  and th ree.   I f  you look at  s ix  Lego br icks,  i t  has 20 

got  s ix  dots on the top .   Let  us look at  that  in  the stack as 

one,  two,  three,  four,  f ive,  s ix ,  l ike that .   So they get  

inst ruct ions l ike that  where to put  that  conta iner.  

 Now the suspects know that .   I f  i t  is  here,  they 

cannot  touch i t .   I t  is  too  heavy,  i t  is  too h igh,  they are too 
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shor t .   They need to move i t .   So we p ick up the 

i r regular i t ies when an unauthor ised move puts tha t  f rom 

level  two and three on the ground .   I f  i t  has been moved to  

the ground wi thout  author isat ion,  r ip -on- r ip -off  takes p lace.   

I  agree wi th that .    

 But  i f  they fa i l  there,  th is  conta iner  must  then get  

moved again out  of  the cont ro l led area in to  a  processing 

p lace where they put  i t  on the t ransporter 's  conta iner .   That  

t ransporter  must  then dr ive  out  of  the harbour to  a  yard 

where i t  wi l l  be  stopped,  p laced,  s tored unt i l  ready fo r  10 

unpacking,  t ransport ing or  whatever  i ts  dest inat ion is .  

 Highly l ike ly the moment  that  that  t ruck leaves the  

cont ro l led boom by P ier  1  or  P ier  2  or  New Pier,  they wi l l  

break the seal ,  take the drugs .   Because normal  people can 

have access to that  par t  o f  the harbour.   I t  is  a  r isk.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  r ip -on-r ip-off .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  Warrant  Off i cer,  by the t ime 

you get  to  the depot ,  that  r ip -on- r ip-off  would have fa i led in  

t ransi t .    20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So when you get  to  the 

depot ,  can you st i l l  s teal  wi thout  be ing detected ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    You can,  but  then you 

need to be par t  o f  the depot .    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Just  expla in that .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Wel l ,  you would be a staff  

member and then you would s lowly but  sure ly car ry the stuff  

out  of  that  par t  o f  the sect ion.   But  i t  would l imi t  you for  

your  access to that  s i te .   So i t  would ident i fy  a suspect  to  

us.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And how would somebody other  

than a c iv i l ian,  so le t  us say SAPS,  how would they t ry  and 

steal  i t?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Dr ive in  when no one  is  10 

looking,  load i t  in  your  car  and dr ive  out .   No one is  going 

to search you .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And on an off i c ia l  basis,  so i f  you,  

and we are now ta lk ing about  undetected,  so i f  once i t  is  in  

the depot ,  how does SAPS get  access to i t ?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The pol ice is  a l lowed to be 

there.   I t  is  par t  o f  our  dut ies.   I f  I  have got  in format ion of  

the drugs being there,  there is  e lements in  the Cr iminal  

Procedure Act ,  the Drugs and Drug Traff i ck ing Act ,  the  

Medic ines Contro l  Act .   They a l low cer ta in e lements there .   20 

We can a lso re ly  on the Customs and Exi les Act  because we 

can enforce that .   So i f  you are asking  how would a 

pol iceman go in  there and take i t  and dr ive out ,  you could .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    As par t  o f  a  se izure ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  cannot  comment  i f  I  do  
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not  have the  facts,  Commissioner,  and i t  i s  leading me for  a  

lo t  o f  hearsay.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  fa i r.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  rea l l y  do not  want  to  say 

something that  I  have got  noth ing to  do wi th .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  fa i r.   So in  your  instance,  

in  February 2020,  we were no w ta lk ing about  a conta iner  

that  i s  in  the bonded warehouse.   You got  the in format ion 

f rom SARS because of  the other  counter fe i t ,  the conta iners 

conta in ing the other  counter fe i t .   And you get  the t ip -off  that  10 

they suspect  that  there is ,  or  by the t ime you get  there,  

have they a l ready found Mandrax ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The or ig inal  ca l l  was there  

was someone f rom SARS that  was unscrupulous and going 

to move the tablets .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  somebody f rom SARS 

was going to stea l  the Mandrax? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And can you then just  take 

us  th rough,  I  know you have spoken about  the scene .   You 20 

bag i t  in to the exhib i t  bags.   LCRC takes the photographs .   

What  happens next?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    From there,  i t  needs to get  

booked in to the SAP13.   So the SAP13 is  re levant  to  that  

area,  which would  have been Is ip ingo.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  would have been Is ip ingo  

Pol ice Stat ion .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you and your team, you take 

the drugs in  your  vehic le,  or  how does i t  get  t ransported ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  pack them in my caddy.   

We load i t  in  the  caddy and then we drove under escor t  to  

Is ip ingo Pol ice Stat ion.   We d id get  there .   Sorry,  

Commissioner,  may I  carry on ?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  p lease go ahead .    10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    We got  to  Is ip ingo.   I  

be l ieve I  l ia ised wi th the Stat ion Commander.   They said 

they d id not  have safe space in  the i r  SAP13 room.   

Eventual ly  some form of  agreement  was made because they 

showed me the  armoury,  but  i t  d id  have weapons and 

ar t i c les and I  sa id,  p lease le t  me move the stuff  for  you .   

And mysel f  and members f rom Metro ,  we then l i tera l l y  

manhandled a l l  the  gun racks and the  r i f les and everyth ing 

in to the area and that  gave us space to store the Mandrax  

tablets ins ide there .   And that  is  why i t  is  s igned fo r  by the 20 

Exhib i t  Clerk at  Is ip ingo because he took custody of  i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So are you saying there  is  no  

dedicated storage at  Is ip ingo for  d rugs?  You had to use the 

storage for  the armoury fo r  that  purpose ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner.   There  
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is  no such th ing as a dedicated storage for  drugs at  a  pol i ce  

stat ion .   I t  is  a  genera l  exhib i t  s to rage room.   Whether  i t  is  

safes or  a vaul t  or  an off ice or  a ce l l .   The i tems are 

cata logued and stored as per  case,  not  as per  the i tem .   So 

i t  is  a  mixed match of  a l l  exhib i t s ,  i f  Commissioner  

understands that .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  my concern is  you needed to 

move something out  to  make space for  the drugs .   And that  

suggests to  me that  then there is  never space fo r  d rugs to 

be stored.   The only way you can make space is  i f  you move 10 

what  i s  a l ready there to make space for  the drugs.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  can I  say 

th is  i f  I  may?  To say that  there is  no space fo r  drugs would 

be incor rect .   But  to  say for  large scale se izures we bat t le  

every day.   Copper,  d iesel ,  i l l ic i t  d iesel .   I  have  got  no 

space to store i t .   Too la te now.   I  have got  no p lace to 

store i t .   I  re ly  on  SARS for  s tor ing  i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Warrant  off icers,  the guns,  the 

armoury and other  th ings,  those are a lways there,  r ight ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.   So,  Commissioner,  20 

those guns d id not  leave that  room .  We just  moved them 

and pushed them to the s ides to make space so we could 

put  our  d rugs ins ide there.   The same at  Maydon Wharf  .   

Maydon Wharf   d id  us the same courtesy.   We move 

everyth ing and we make space for  the exhib i ts  to  be stored 
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there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  i t  a  case of  what  you are expla in ing  

that  there is  no,  in  any pol ice stat ion,  there is  noth ing l i ke a 

dedicated exhib i t  room ?  Is  that  what  you are saying ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  Commissioner.   That  is  

incorrect .   There are dedicated exh ib i t  rooms.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There is  some beaut i fu l ,  

massive st ructures at  some of  our  pol i ce stat ions .   What  I  

am saying is  there is  no speci f ic  room to deal  wi th  10 

chemicals,  f lammable substances,  hazardous mater ia ls  and 

narcot ic  substances .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.   I  understand.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   Can we go to page 

267 of  the Exhib i t  Bundle?  Can you just  ident i fy  that  

document  for  us?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    267?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  a  hand ent ry by  

mysel f .   I t  is  Is ip ingo SAP13/163 and i t  is  an ent ry by  20 

mysel f  booking the exhib i t s  in  the exhib i t  bags at  Is ip ingo.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you are wr i t ing out  every 

s ingle exhib i t  bag?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner,  wi th  

th is  pen.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  is  the ro le of  the  Exhib i t  

Clerk  in  th is  p rocess?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    The Exhib i t  Clerk  i s  going  to take 

custody of  those exhib i t s  unt i l  they need to be analysed,  

processed or  the  end of  i t .   So he is  the custodian once I  

have handed them over to  h im .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And can you just  expla in the  

s igni f i cance of  the descr ip t ion that  you use fo r  the exhib i t s ?  

You speci f i ca l l y  say seal  the exhib i t  bag,  there is  a  ser ia l  

number and then you say what  i t  conta ins.   Why is  that  10 

important?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    This descr ip t ion  comes 

wi th the fo rensic seal  on the scene .   So i t  shows tha t  I  have 

not  tampered wi th my seal  f rom CHC .  So I  have my 

contemporaneous notes,  I  have my LCRC member tak ing  

photographs of  the same process,  and I  say here ,  can I  

read i t?    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  you can read one here.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So ent ry 1:  

“Sealed exhib i t  bag  PA3000286215 . ”  20 

These are unique numbers.   They do not  ex ist  anywhere 

e lse but  on one exhib i t  bag .   Each exhib i t  bag is  unique .   I t  

has a barcode so you can scan i t ,  as wel l  as you can 

handwr i te  i t .  But  each bag only ex ists once in  i ts  l i fe t ime .   

So i t  is  unique .   I t  conta ins two packets wi th Mandrax 
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tab lets.   Okay,  I  should have wr i t ten suspected Mandrax 

tablets .   But  i t  is  the descr ip t ion and i t  shows the  

cont inuat ion f rom the cr ime scene and i t  wi l l  show the 

cont inuat ion to the laboratory.   So i t  g ives me a quantum in  

how i t  is  packaged.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  in  your  statement  you say 

that  you then booked i t  out  the next  day for  analys is .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  was the reason fo r  booking 10 

i t  out?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  received 

a phone cal l .   I  cannot  te l l  you who cal led me,  but  i t  would 

not  have been the stat ion .   I  would not  have taken 

inst ruct ion f rom the stat ion .   I t  would have been f rom my 

management ,  someone senior.   There  was not  an issue at  

the stat ion .   They said the i r  drugs need to go to the lab,  

people are s ick .   And I  went  there mysel f .   And yes,  the 

p lace,  as I  expla ined to you,  i t  was cordoned off .   I t  d id  

st ink.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now wi th FSL,  do you have to 

contact  them ahead of  t ime to te l l  them that  you are 

br ing ing the exhib i ts  to  them or  do you just  rock up there ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I f  I  am br ing ing exhib i ts  fo r  

analys is,  I  can rock up there.   I t  was Amanzimtot i .   They 



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 154  o f  201  

 

 

were our  serv ice provider.   But  in  th is  case,  when I  d id rock  

up there,  they said,  sorry,  there is  way too much exhib i t s  to  

f i t  in  our  safe.   I t  wi l l  not  f i t .   And now I  am stuck wi th a  

problem.   I  know the pol ice stat ion is  c losed and everyone  

is  booked off  s ick.   They wi l l  not  want  me back .   Where 

must  I  take the exhib i t s?  And I  be l ieve there was qui te  a 

few phone cal ls  made and eventual ly  at  that  s tage,  I  be l ieve 

i t  was Br igadier  Paramusa  [?]  and i t  was Capta in Mbansi  [? ]  

that  a l lowed the author isat ion of  us ing a par t  o f  the i r  vaul t  

a t  Durban Cent ra l  to  store those exhib i t s .   So f rom 10 

Amanzimtot i ,  we then t ransported them and they were 

stored at  Durban Centra l .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Now.  when you book i t  out  

for  analys is,  the in tent ion is  to  take i t  to  FSL because only  

FSL can do the analys is .   Correct?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And the SAP Clerk would have 

counters igned tha t  you are booking i t  out  for  analys is .   You 

u l t imate ly do not  take i t  to  FSL for  analys is because they do 

not  have space .   Cor rect?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And now i t  is  going to  another  

pol i ce stat ion .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Is  there  not  a step missing  
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insofar  as the t ransfer  f rom one pol ice stat ion to another ?  

Because as fa r  as the Exhib i t  Clerk  at  Is ip ingo is  

concerned,  you have booked i t  out  for  analys is.   You have 

at tempted to take i t  to  analys is .   I t  has not .   What  steps 

must  you take to rect i f y  the ent ry wi th the SAP c le rk at  

Is ip ingo?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Technical l y,  because I  

have booked i t  out  at  Is ip ingo,  that  ent ry is  c losed.   They 

wi l l  not  be worr ied about  that  mat ter  anymore .   I  have taken 

responsib i l i t y  wi th  i t .   I  must  deal  wi th  i t .   Me as the  10 

Warrant  Off icer  must  now deal  w i th  that  problem .   So the  

step that  I  take is  now i t  is  booked in  at  Durban Centra l .   I t  

went  in to the i r  books now.  

 So I  wi l l  then now have to do a cha in  statement  

saying I  t ransported a l l  the way and booked in  and I  conf i rm 

these are the bags booked in .   They have not  changed.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    But  is  there a process that  is  

fo l lowed?  Is  there protocol  f rom t ransfer r ing exhib i ts  f rom 

one pol ice stat ion  to another?  Or can you just  take i t ,  s ign  

i t  out  at  the one pol ice stat ion even i f  the reason for  the  20 

s igning out  is  not  the cor rect  reason ?  I t  may have been at  

the t ime when you d id i t  because you d id not  know FSL was 

going to re ject  you.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  cannot  

say that  there is  a protocol ,  or  I  would rather  say I  am not  
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aware of  a  set  protocol  when t ransferr ing exhib i t s  between 

stat ions of  cor respondence .   In  my issue in  my enqui ry,  I  

have documented what  I  have done.   My seniors were aware 

of  what  I  have done.   They were aware of  where i t  was .   The 

next  issue that  actual ly  ex isted was t ry ing to ge t  those 

exhib i ts  analysed because of  such a large quant i t y.   And 

then eventual ly  that  led to us,  wi thout  going fo r,  i t  was sent  

for  dest ruct ion .   And that  was again  another  i ssue.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  just  need to c lar i f y  something .   

When you book out  exhib i t s  f rom an SAP13 at  a  pol i ce 10 

stat ion and you want  to  take them to FSL for  analys is,  why 

is  s to rage an issue i f  you are  only  tak ing a  sample and not  

the ent i re  set  of  exhib i ts  for  lack of  a  bet te r  term ?  I  mean,  

my understanding is  that  they go to  FSL to ident i fy  what  the  

substance is  fo r  analys is .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you do not  need to take 1 000 

k i lograms of  Cocaine to  FSL.   You only need to  take a 

sample.   How does i t  work exact ly ?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  that  is  incorrec t .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Then why is  s torage an issue at  FSL ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sor ry,  Commissioner,  that  

is  incorrect .   I  can say f rom my personal  exper ience,  I  have  

never taken a sample .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You take the whole th ing? 
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The whole th ing .   Star t  to  

f in ish .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  that  not  a problem?  Because i f  

FSL does not  have capaci ty  to  store everyth ing,  then even 

the exerc ise of  t ry ing to get  the  exhib i ts  analysed fa i l s  

s imply because they say we cannot  take everyth ing.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So is  that  a shortcoming in  the  

process that  needs to be at tended to ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  is 10 

ongoing and you have got  i t ,  I  cannot  say 1 00%, 220% 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  was just  t ry ing to understand.   I  was 

not  –  because I  do not  know,  but  i t  seemed to me that  there 

was a problem.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    You have got  i t  100%.   

Sor ry,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  was the s torage capaci ty,  do you 

know,  at  Amanzimtot i  before f lood damage?  Because f rom 

previous evidence,  my understand ing is  that  they got  in to  20 

problems af ter  there were f loods .   That  is  wi th  regard to 

storage.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  have been 

there before the f loods.   I  have been there af te r  the  f loods .   

I  am aware of  what  the i r  fac i l i ty  looks l i ke .   I  am aware of  
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how i t  works.   I t  is  not  conducive  to the storage o f  large 

amounts of  narcot ics or  p recursor  chemicals because that  is  

another  i tem that  goes to the lab,  the precursors .   And the 

precursors usual ly  weigh a lo t .   They are very vo luminous.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  forget  the context  now.   Maybe my co -

Commissioners and even the Evidence Leaders may assist .   

I  seem to recal l  that  in  the context  of  one of  the drug busts,  

a  pol i ce off icer  test i f ied that  they took only a sample to  

FSL.   I  do not  know how many br icks or  in  what  form exact ly  

the sample was .   What  would your comment  be?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Not  on my cr ime scene,  

Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  besides your c r ime scenes,  how 

would you comment  on that  being done or  having been 

done?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  should not  have been 

done.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  understand your answer fo r  

tak ing the whole  consignment  to  FSL,  a l l  the exhib i t s .   

Cor rect  me i f  I  misunderstood the evidence .   I  thought ,  in  20 

fact ,  the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion requi res that  wi th in seven 

days,  or  maximum seven days,  a l l  o f  that ,  a l l  o f  those 

exhib i ts  must  go to FSL anyway.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  am not  in  

a space to chal lenge a Nat ional  Inst ruct ion .    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  am asking  whether  i s  there such a 

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  or  d id I  misunderstand?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There is ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    But  I  am a  jun ior  member.   

What  I  can say is  we do our  utmost  to  comply.   Just  to  g ive 

you an idea,  i f  I  have got  a tonne o f  narcot ics,  there is  very 

few vehic les you can put  a tonne in ,  then I  need to  take a  

team to escor t  me.   I  then need to  have accommodat ion for  

those members going there,  coming back.   They must  get  10 

paid .   That  paperwork takes some t ime .   So when you have 

done that  paperwork,  you are past  your  seven days.  

 And maybe wi th the grace of  the Commission,  they 

wi l l  s t reaml ine cer ta in processes .   But  when you have 

seizures l ike th is ,  there is  a lways  –  we can ta lk  back  and 

we can say we learned.   I  need 10 members to do the armed 

escort ,  but  we do not  have 20 members at  DPCI .   So I  must  

use NIU,  TRT,  or  Specia l  Task Force.  

 I  must  then awai t  the i r  Commander  because I  must  

do an appl icat ion through my provincia l  o ff ice to  them .  I  am 20 

expla in ing processes now,  but  these are a l l  that  have to be  

documented and author ised by sen ior  members ,  but  i t  must 

be done.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  guess the  essence of  what  I  was 

checking wi th you is  i t  is  not  an opt ion avai lab le to  SAP13,  
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whoever  i s  hold ing as custody,  to  take only a sample to FSL 

and reta in the balance .   That  is  the heart  o f  i t .   I t  was,  

anyway,  everyth ing must  go to FSL .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissione r,  i f  I  may?  

The South Amer ican drug car te ls ,  they are br i l l iant  

businessmen.   We g ive them that .   They have an honour in  

the i r  inst i tu t ion to produce good Cocaine.   But  le t  us just  

say the t ranspor ter  o r  the fac i l i ta to r  on the deal  is  not  

onerous.    

 So we have,  I  am comment ing on a case of ,  le t  us  10 

cal l  i t  999 br icks.   I  have got ,  that  is  my knowledge .   Those 

br icks do not  come f rom one suppl ie r.   They come f rom 

var ious d i f ferent  suppl ie rs.   So i f  we had to real l y  have a 

forensic laboratory,  we could see the d i f ference in  the pur i ty  

on those consignments .   We could see th is  one was cut  wi th  

pet ro l .   We could see th is  one was cut  wi th  d iesel .   This one 

was cut  wi th  phenacet in .    

 We could see the d i f ferent  chemical  aspects of  

combin ing that  b r ick .   We could even go so far  as  to  see 

how much pressure was used to  make that  b r ick  of  one 20 

k i logramme.   That  is  how far  they are c lever  to  do  i t .   Why I  

am saying,  Commissioner,  you want  the whole sh ipment  to  

go there .    

 Each one of  these br icks is  bet ter  than a  

f ingerpr in t .   The br ick i tse l f  is  sea led .   We have expla ined 
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that  ear l ie r.   I  expla ined that .   I t  is  wrapped.   I t  has a logo .   

But  when you take that  wrapping o ff ,  there is  another  logo 

underneath.   I  am always in teres ted to see whose logo is  

underneath .   Why is  Cat  ca l l ing TikTok?  Why is  i t  not  

TikTok and TikTok?  Why is  i t  no t  Cat  and Cat?  Why is  

Maserat i  s i t t ing on a Puma?  So we know there is  something  

happened here .   So understand that .  

 But  le t  us just  say that  is  Cocaine .   But  now enter  

the unscrupulous businessman,  or  the knocker as we cal l  

them.  He takes the wrapping.   S imple .   You cut  i t .   You 10 

open i t .   You take a br ick of  Cocaine out ,  and you put  a 

br ick of  f lour  in .   In  South Af r ican money,  I  have just  made 

R400 000.   I  spent  R24 on one k i lo  of  f lour.   I  th ink i t  is  a  

good business .    

 I  then wrap i t  wi th  Cel lophane tape,  and I  book i t  in  

the SAP13.   That  is  why I  would rather  say le t  us respect  

that  the drug dea lers there were onerous.   Let  us analyse 

a l l  o f  them and get  the proper analys is .   But  here comes the 

f ina l  e lement ,  Commissioner.    

 What  i f  those drugs conta in a substance which is  20 

going to be k i l l ing the humans of  South Af r ica ?  We have 

got  a duty to  then put  a message out ,  which is  what  we do.   

We ta lk  to  the UN.   We ta lk  to  the UNODC.  We do what 

they cal l  a  purp le not ice,  and we can publ ish.  

 Of  these 999 k i los,  one of  them conta ined fentanyl .   
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Fentanyl  is  deadly.   P lease put  the  word out .   We are going 

to star t  f ind ing people dying .   So that  is  why we must 

analyse a l l  o f  them.  And the other  th ing is  th is  bui lds data  

to  work on in ternat ional  t rends.   This data is  s to red .   I t  is 

shared across the wor ld .   So that  is  why,  Commissioner,  I  

would say every s ingle i tem should be analysed.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   The 

protocol ,  i t  is  on  page 87 of  the Exhib i t  Bundle,  and i t  i s  

5 .8,  which requi res a l l  the exhib i ts  except  for  Dagga and 10 

Cat  to  be g iven to the FSL wi th in seven days in  except ional  

c i rcumstances .   I t  must  be done immediate ly.   But  in 

except ional  c i rcumstances,  seven days.   That  is  at  5 .8A on 

page 87.    

 The heading,  Submission of  I l l ic i t  Drugs fo r  

Forensic Analys is .   I f  I  understand what  you are saying,  

Warrant  Off icer,  you do not  have an issue wi th  a l l  the 

exhib i ts  going to FSL.   I t  is  the t ime per iod to do i t  wi th in  

the seven days  that  you say is  unreal is t i c  in  cer ta in 

c i rcumstances,  o r  in  a l l  c i rcumstances .   What  are you 20 

saying?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Another  th ing maybe the 

Commission needs to understand,  we have gone wi thout  

SNT.   Our Commander sa id to  us,  guys,  p lease,  le t  us move 

those drugs.   We know that  author i ty  has not  come through.  
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I  have gone,  I  have paid for  f i ve ,  s ix ,  seven TRT guys,  put  i t  

on my credi t  card at  Southern Sun,  because we d id not  have 

SNT,  but  we wanted them out  of  the province .   We wanted 

them in a safe space.  

 And then we come back and we c la im .   We get  our  

money back .   So i t  is  the d i l igence and maybe the passion  

on my s ide that  you are hear ing my story.   But  i f  you can 

hear i t ,  what  I  am saying is ,  i f  you want  to  do something,  

you can do i t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Now,  insofar  as the 10 

exhib i ts  in  the 2020 mat ter  is  concerned,  when were they 

then –  we know that  i t  gets kept  at  Is ip ingo fo r  one day,  you 

then t ry  to  get  i t  to  FSL,  thereaf te r  i t  goes to,  was i t  Durban 

Centra l?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   At  Durban Cent ra l ,  do  not  

they then have an issue,  the same issue that  I s ip ingo had 

wi th i t  making the members s ick ?   What  was the scenar io 

there?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  a  vaul t ,  20 

Commissioner.   No one is  down there .   I t  is  locked,  i t  is  

sealed.   I t  is  l ike a deadly dungeon .   No one knows i t  is  

even there .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  Durban Centra l  has a 

vaul t .  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and Is ip ingo,  i t  was not  a 

vaul t .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And dur ing  the t ime that  i t  

is  now at  Durban Centra l ,  are you requi red to make fo l low -

ups wi th FSL unt i l  they do have space for  you to take the 

exhib i ts?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner,  and that  does take p lace .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    We are ta lk ing about  47 k i lograms 

of  Mandrax here.   Did you make at tempts to  t ry  and get  i t  to  

FSL Pretor ia?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  d id ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  was the outcome ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  th ink i t  was over  a year 

and some.   We eventual ly,  i t  was understood the  

invest igat ion was not  going anywhere .   We could not  t ie  the 

consignment  to  the suspects,  so i t  was decided that  we 

would d ispose of  the exhib i ts .   But  then we had to fo l low the 20 

correct  d isposal  procedure .   There is  an 83 (a)  completed.   

Our Commanders  s igned i t  o ff .   They agree wi th the  ent r ies  

in  the invest igat ion,  and i t  goes to Pretor ia .   But  then we 

have to take the exhib i t s  to  Pretor ia  wi th the 83 (a) .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Just  te l l  us what  the 83(a) ,  the  
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SAP83(a)  i s .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The SAP83(a)  i s  a form 

that  we send to the laboratory and te l l  them what  we want  

done on the exhib i ts .   I t  goes wi th a  packing note .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So i f  I  can take i t  to  page 114 of  

the Exhib i t  Bundle?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  r ight ,  ja .   I t  is  a lso  

on 113,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    113 is  re lated to the wine,  is  i t  

not?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    But  i t  is  a lso on our  83(a) .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  bu t  the 114 is  re lated to the 

Mandrax.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So exp la in how th is  document  

comes about .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  is  the 

resul t  o f  t r ia l  for  invest igat ion .   So usual ly  af te r  a person is  

found gui l t y  o r  no t  gui l ty,  acqui t ted ,  whatever,  i t  is  the court  

resul t .   So in  th is  case,  i t  was an inqui ry.   I t  went  nowhere,  20 

so the inqui ry was going to be c losed .   I t  says there,  case 

c losed,  yes .   Suspects at  large,  no.   There is  no  date of  

t r ia l ,  and i t  says there speci f i ca l ly,  for  dest ruct ion .   Mandrax  

tablets can be dest royed .   I t  is  s igned by mysel f ,  and then 

that  is  counters igned by my Group Commander.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When is  the decis ion  made and 

who makes the  decis ion as to  when i t  is  ready fo r  

dest ruct ion?  So who makes that  decis ion that  these drugs 

must  now be dest royed ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  a  commissioned 

off icer,  so in  th is  case i t  was,  can I  say h is name ?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  would have been,  I  do not  know 

i f  i t  was st i l l  then,  Capta in,  but  i t  became Colonel  

Gopalsamy.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Gopalsamy?  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Ja .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you as the Invest igat ing 

Off icer,  you do not  make the decis ion .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you say i t  i s  a  commissioned 

off icer,  so who would that  be ?  What  rank are we ta lk ing 

about?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Capta in and up .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Capta in and up?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Ja .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So i f  the Invest igat ing  

Off icer  i s  a Capta in and up,  they can make the decis ion ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Not  for  themselves .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Who then makes the decis ion ?   
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The next  person above 

h im.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So in  the case  

…[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I f  the capta in is  the IO,  a 

L ieutenant  Colonel  or  Colonel  and h igher makes the 

decis ion.   I f  the  L ieutenant  Colonel  i s  the Invest igat ing  

Off icer,  a  Colonel  and Br igadier  and h igher.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So in  your  case i t  was 

then,  you cannot  remember i f  he was a Capta in at  the t ime ?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    He was promoted to 

L ieutenant  Colonel .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So he makes the decis ion .   

Do you mot ivate for  i t ?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.   I  would have wr i t ten 

up the d ia ry.   I  do not  know i f  the  d iary i s  here .   I  would 

have wr i t ten up the d iary and i t  would have been going 

nowhere in  th is  case .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And how do you come to that  

decis ion that  i t  i s  going nowhere ?  Just  because you do not ,  20 

i t  is  a  –  i s  there a  t ime per iod or  can you make that  decis ion 

wi th in four  months of  the case ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.   No,  Commissioner.   

You could,  but  i t  is  case speci f i c .   I  do not  want  to  say no 

for  that .   You cou ld .   But  in  th is  case,  I  was deal ing  wi th a 
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group of  suspects  smuggl ing counter fe i t  as wel l .   And I  had 

other  pol i cemen doing stuff  that  they should not  have been 

doing,  ra id ing wi thout  search warrants,  so i t  compromised 

par t  o f  the operat ion.   But  th is  leg here,  for  me to say that  

the person that  brought  the drugs in  had knowledge,  I  could  

not  prove that  because he had  not  taken possession of  

them.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And when you are g iv ing an 

inst ruct ion or  when you are complet ing the SAP 83(a)  for  

dest ruct ion,  i t  goes to FSL?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  goes wi th the exh ib i ts .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  to  FSL? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Does FSL per form an analys is  

before they dest roy  or  can they dest roy wi thout  an analys is  

where the inst ruct ion is  to  dest roy ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  am not  qual i f ied to  

answer that  100% correct ly.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  i t  is  something we must  

ask FSL.  20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    P lease.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   But  in  your  case,  were you 

in terested in  an analys is or  you were just  in terested at  th is  

point  to  get  i t  dest royed because there was no need for  i t ?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  in  the 
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narcot ics f ie ld ,  and maybe you have heard i t  here when we 

star ted today,  why do I  want  an analys is report ?  Because I  

receive something,  the Commissioner  a l ready asked me, 

what  is  the steps in  between of  me moving those exhib i t s ?   

What  i f  i t  changed?  What  i f  that  analys is report  comes back 

now saying that  i t  is  sugar -coated tablets?   

 I  want  i t  to  say that  i t  is  Methachol ine.   I  recovered 

541 k i los of  Methachol ine .   Give me that  accolade .   There i t  

is .   I t  is  now dest royed .   I f  I  have  done something wrong,  

that  lab report  must  then say,  hey,  th is  i s  not  541 k i los .   I t  10 

is  something e lse.   You guys have taken something in  

between here .    

 So i t  is  a  deter rent  and an invest igat ive process .   

That  is  why I  am saying that  I  am not  qual i f ied to say what  

the lab does or  whether  they do take a sample,  whether  

they do not .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you get  in formed once i t  has 

been dest royed?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you would not  know i f  the 20 

Mandrax was dest royed ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who would have that  

in format ion?  I t  is  only FSL?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  know the person 
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personal ly,  but  I  do not  know i f  I  am al lowed to say i t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    No,  no.   I  just  want  to  know the 

off ic ia l  that  would  know.   Is  that  FSL?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  FSL in  Pretor ia .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Do they …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    And i f  the mat ter  comes 

out  of  Durban,  and i t  has a Durban analyst ,  then i t  would be 

a lso l ia is ing wi th the KZN laboratory as wel l .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Is  there anybody f rom DPCI 

h igher than your  rank that  would  be in formed tha t  i t  has 10 

been dest royed?  How does DPCI know?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Not  that  I  know of .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So you never get  to  know 

about  a DPCI?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have done one proper 

d isposal ,  and tha t  was of  a l l  the precursor  chemicals for  a 

Mandrax lab .   And the only reason is  we wanted to make 

sure that  i t  was put  in  the ground dur ing a landfa l l .   And I  

have only done one in  my whole career.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  then how do you know that  your  20 

hard work to  recover these i l l i c i t  d rugs is  not  undone by FSL 

sel l ing them back in to the market ?  I f  you do not  have a  

record that  they have been dest royed,  and what  has been 

dest royed is  the  same amount  of  substances that  you 

recovered and were del ivered to FSL .   I  mean,  how can you 
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be cer ta in  that  your  hard work is  not  being undone at  

Pretor ia?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  is  a  very  

va l id  point ,  and I  agree wi th you .   I t  is  a  t rust  re lat ionship  

that  I  must  say,  yes,  I  am happy FSL d id the i r  job.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you do not  know that?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  do not  know i t .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  check in  th is  d iscussion ?  

That  SAP83 at  page 114,  i t  ind icates where you have got  10 

the s ignature  of  the Stat ion Commissioner  Gopalsamy.   Just  

above that  b lock  or  that  co lumn,  there is  a completed by,  

and then i t  seems to  have your s ignature,  and the  date is  

2023.   And yet  your  statement  says they were dest royed in  

2021,  these tablets .   What  does tha t  mean?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Okay,  Commissioner,  I  do 

not  see the 2021.   I  can see I  have completed,  the form is  

completed by mysel f ,  that  is  my s ignature .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The date is  2023-03-28.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  s igned by the 

Commanding Off icer  on 28 -03-29.   So i t  could be 08 or  i t  

could be 03,  my apologies.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  was cross -re ferencing your statement  
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that  we were look ing at  ear l ie r.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  paragraph 8,  you say in  2021 -11-12,  

the FSL Pretor ia  was able to  d ispose of  the exhib i t s ,  which 

were conveyed to  them for  dest ruc t ion.   So that  i s  a 2021 

date here,  and here you have got  ‘23.   I  am just  t ry ing to  

reconci le  them.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So th is  is  the quest ion that  

the Commissioners have been asking me.   Now that  i t  is  

going to be for  dest royed,  we must  now make fac i l i t ies to  10 

t ransport  i t .   So i f  I  am correct  on th is  sh ipment ,  we had 

about  three cases that  we t ransported up to Forensics .   

They were stored at  a  cer ta in p lace and del ivered for  

dest ruct ion ,  but  i t  was done on th is  date .   So we 

consol idated our  t ransport  e ffo r ts  wi th our  escor ts for  th is 

date.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so 2021 is  when you sent  them ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And where would you have got ten  

the 2023 date i f  the lab does not  te l l  you ?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So the exhib i t s  a re at  the  

laboratory.   They have been del ivered to the laboratory.   

Now they want  to  d ispose of  i t .   So they would have asked 

for  a fur ther  le t te r  l ike th is .   That  i s  why I  can understand i t  

now.    
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 So we del ivered the exhib i t s .   They would have 

been sent  wi th  a  packing note .   Now the lab says to us,  

guys,  I  need you to d ispose of  th is ,  p lease send me a new 

83(a)  conf i rming your in tent ion .   I  take the 83(a) .   I  have i t  

conf i rmed,  and th is  goes v ia emai l ,  and then they cont inue 

wi th the process .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

I  see that  now.   Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So the  November 2021,  i t  was 

just  to  take i t  to  FSL fo r  analys is and storage ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And then d id they contact  

you about  progress as  to what  i s  going to happen now,  i t  i s  

a lmost  two years?  Or d id you say –  how did the dest ruct ion 

aspect  come into p lay,  i f  you recal l ?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  have a 

work ing re lat ionship wi th the laboratory.   I  can say we 

cal led each other  of ten about  d i f ferent  cases,  and they 20 

would say to us the same f rust rat ions that  I  have .   P lease,  

can you get  a d isposal  order ?  Or p lease,  can you make 

that  we can dest roy these th ings ?  Because i t  does c log up 

thei r  s torage space .   But  we were on regular,  regular,  

regular  conversat ions wi th them.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Can we then go to the 999 

k i logram seizure?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    999?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Ja.   The 1 000 k i logram.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    My apologies .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  would have been in  Ju ly  

2021,  af ter  the 541 Cocaine of  June 2021.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  have i t  in  

th is  f i le  as 238.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  that  is  cor rect .    10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sorry,  235 on the f ront ,  but  

i t  is  238 on the f ront .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  is  238.   Can we star t  wi th  i t  is  a  

CJC238.   That  is  what  you mean .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sorry,  Commissioner.   Can 

I  s tar t  wi th?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Let  me just  get  the correct  –  that  

is  not  where I  wanted to star t  wi th  i t .   Can I  just  take you to 

where I  wanted to  star t ?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Which f i le  are we looking at ?   20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    We are s t i l l  in  that  Fi le  1 .   I  just  

want  to  take you to the correct  –  297 is  where  we are 

star t ing ,  but  i t  is  CJC235,  but  page 297.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have i t ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  th is  i s  a d i f ferent .    



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 175  o f  201  

 

 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  is  the Maydon Wharf  1  000 kg 

bust .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe then le t  me ask a  quest ion that  I  

had wanted to ask previously.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  th is  2020 t ransact ion or  operat ion,  

you have an inqui ry number.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Not  a case number or  docket  number.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can you just  expla in how you obta ined 

that  o r  how you obta ined that ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    To do my job correct ly,  I  

need a case number.   That  g ives me the power and a lo t  o f  

o ther  th ings that  I  need to do fo r  the invest igat ion .   An 

inqui ry number,  i t  is  generated on the CAS system f rom the 

pol ice.  

 I  can get  i t  by asking my Commander to  register  i t .   

We have a c le rk  that  mainta ins our  database in  our  CAS 

system so they could register  i t  for  us .   And then that  is  how 20 

the inqui ry number is  registered.  

 The d i f ference is ,  between the  CAS and the  

enqui ry,  we cheated the pol ice system to get  DNA .   You 

cannot  log DNA on the database wi th an inqui ry.   I t  would 

not  capture i t .   So we opened a  case,  i f  the Commission  
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understands that .   So fo r  me to get  my DNA captured,  I  

needed to open a docket ,  even though I  d id not  have a  

suspect .    

 And usual ly  a drug case is  a st ra ight  charge on the  

pol ice system.   So st ra ight  away they star t  phoning you,  

charge your suspect ,  where is  your  suspect ,  what  is  going  

on.   So the moment  you open a drug case wi thout  a  

suspect ,  i t  causes a red f lag in  the  pol ice,  especia l l y  for  my 

managers.   But  the case  number a l lowed me to load the 

DNA at  the laboratory  because that  i s  how the system 10 

worked at  the t ime .   I  do not  know i f  i t  has changed now.   

So we hot -wi red the system.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    When you say you asked your  

Commander  to  register,  o r  to  get  i t  reg istered fo r  you,  i s  i t  

because you cannot  make the request ?  Just  expla in that  

requi rement  …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.   I  am not  in  a pos i t ion to register  my own 

cases and inqui r ies .   An off i cer  has to do i t  for  me.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Because th is  is  your  case ?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  because i t  is  

procedure.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  that  procedure,  what  I  am t ry ing to  

understand is ,  i s  i t  because you as an Invest igat ing Off icer,  

as a mat ter  of  procedure,  as an Invest igat ing Off i cer,  you 
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are not  author ised to make a request ,  or  the prescr ip ts are 

such that  only your  Commander  or  someone senior  to  you 

can request  an inqui ry?  I  am t ry ing to understand how the  

system works .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The last  sect ion,  

Commissioner,  is  cor rect .   I  can ask,  i t  used to be a lo t  

easier,  but  now wi th our  audi ts  and stuff ,  i t  has t ightened 

up.   The procedure is  at  the moment ,  before I  open an 

inqui ry,  I  must  have a senior  commissioned off i cer,  my 

senior,  author ise that  the enqui ry be opened .   And then they 10 

wi l l  open i t ,  they wi l l  put  the correc t  cr ime code,  whatever  is  

re levant  to  i t ,  and then they wi l l  a l locate i t  to  me.   I  wi l l  

then s ign fo r  i t ,  and then I  wi l l  a lso s ign for  i t  in  the  

register.    

 Wi th a docket ,  i f  I  am act ive on a cr ime scene,  I  am 

able,  because I  am taking over  that  cr ime scene,  I  can 

register  that  docket  and take that  docket  s t ra ight  f rom 

there.   But  i t  is  just  the inqui ry that  is  d i f fe rent .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   297,  20 

can you just  te l l  us,  s ta r t  out  by how you got  involved in  the 

1 000 kg bust?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    This was weeks of  work.   

This is  what  I  th ink the Commission has seen as the 

Aeroton case.   This  is  the backbone of  the Aeroton case.   
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We began stopping sugar,  dog food,  bone food,  then car  

par ts.   When I  say car  par ts,  par ts to  bui ld  t rucks,  a l l  l ink ing  

back.   So the commodi ty changed .   The in te l l igence at  f i rs t  

was that  i t  was ins ide sugar,  a l l  coming f rom South Amer ica.   

Then they changed f rom sugar to ,  i t  was dog food .   From 

dog food i t  came to bone meal ,  and bone marrow,  and 

f rozen afval ,  i f  I  can say that  word .   Then they changed 

thei r  commodi ty to  t ruck par ts.  

 How I  would understand i t  is  the syndicate needed 

to move a large quant i ty.   So they needed a company that  10 

was moving la rge conta iners out  of  that  por t .   I f  you 

understand that  por t  in  Sao Paulo,  you know where that  

commodi ty comes f rom.   There is  one road that  comes down 

f rom Scania where the t rucks are bui l t .   I t  is  one road .   And 

the syndicate owns that  road.  

 So they needed to f ind something in  la rge amounts .   

So i t  was e i ther  bulk sh ipments o f  f ru i t ,  bu lk sh ipments of  

waste.   You cannot  just  send one conta iner  because i t  must  

look leg i t imate.   So we were in tercept ing .   I  have got  the 

dates i f  the Commission wants i t .   We star ted,  I  have 20 

searched hundreds of  conta iners before the seizure.   

Hundreds.    

 10 at  a  t ime,  20 a t  a  t ime,  one at  a t ime .   But  at  the  

end of  the invest igat ion,  a phone cal l  was received by my 

senior,  then Colonel  Moodley,  that  some pol icemen were 



     1 JUNE 2026 – DAY 110 

Page 179  o f  201  

 

 

asking quest ions about  some conta iners that  had been 

lodged at  a yard in  Maydon Wharf .   And we said,  yes,  at  th is  

stage we had developed a re lat ionship wi th Scania .   And 

they then said,  hey,  there is  pol i cemen asking about  th is  

conta iner.   Do you know about  i t ?   They are not  f rom your  

off ice.  

 We said,  nope,  but  we are going to go look st ra ight  

away.   We got  there .   The pol icemen had le f t .   The 

conta iners were in  the yard .   They were present .   Mysel f  

and my Colonel  had a look at  the conta iners.   And I  can say 10 

f rom my exper ience,  I  ident i f ied one conta iner  that  set  off  

my a larm bel ls .   I f  the Commission wants me to te l l  you 

why,  I  can te l l  you why.    

 I t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  say that  a conta iner  is  a r ip -off  

conta iner.   I t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  say that  a conta iner  has got  a 

h idden compartment .   I t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  say that  a conta iner  

has got  anyth ing  in  i t ,  un less you l i tera l l y  unpack that  

conta iner  or  you put  i t  through the scanner and have a look.   

Let  us not  go there,  i f  we can .    

 In  th is  case,  the seal  looked leg i t imate .   Let  us just  20 

say that .   The seal ,  the conta iner  seal  looked leg i t imate .   I t  

was par t  o f  a  leg i t imate  cargo .   The g iveaway was the South 

Amer ican Customs seal .   I t  was not  in  the sequence of  what  

I 'd  exper ienced,  because I  had been work ing on th is  case,  

on the type of  seal .   And i t  was d i f ferent  to  the other  four  
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conta iners that  I  had seized under the same shipment .   That  

was my ind icator  to  star t  wi th  that  conta iner.   And I  was 

r ight .   Because when we opened that  conta iner,  the  exhib i ts  

were there .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can we go to CJC195?  I t  is  the  

f i rs t  document  in  Exhib i t  F i le  1 .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  have i t .   I  have i t ,  

Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you ident i fy  that  for  us?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  that  is  LCS Depot .   10 

And the conta iner  I  am ta lk ing about  is  the conta iner  on the  

le f t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  co lour?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  green.   

UACU562699,  am I  cor rect ?  St roke 4 .   That  one,  yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    The green one?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  ma 'am.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So why are a l l  the other  

four  conta iners there?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  par t  o f  the same 20 

shipment .   So i t  is  the same commodi ty code,  i t  is  the same 

shipper,  i t  is  the  same consignee .   And i t  is  supposed to  

have the same product  going to the same place .   They are 

a lso f rom the same or ig in,  a lso f rom the same vesse l .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So the in format ion that  you got  
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was not  conta iner  speci f ic ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    How of ten would one get  

in format ion that  is  conta iner  speci f ic  wi th  the exact  

conta iner  number  saying that  is  the conta iner  that  has the 

drugs?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Of ten.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  i t  could happen,  i t  does 

happen?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  i t  does.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then you would just  ask fo r  

that  conta iner  to  be re leased?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Is  there  not  a possib i l i t y  

that  by just  asking for  that  conta iner  to  be re leased,  other  

potent ia l  conta iners could s l ip  through the cracks ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.   I f  

I  use the  word  shotgunning  [?] ,  so le t  us just  say I  had 100 

conta iners sp l i t  between two vessels,  so cal l  i t  60  

conta iners on the  one vessel ,  40 on the other.   I  then phone 20 

law enforcement ,  I  say to them, go to  that  g reen conta iner,  

i t  is  going to make you look good .   I  go there and I  leave 

the rest  of  the shipment  to  come through.   How many tonnes 

do you th ink I  could have pushed through the border ?  

Unchecked,  because we are too  busy checking the one 
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conta iner.    

 So the idea is ,  I  can show you how we stopped,  we  

l i tera l l y  s topped the whole consignment .   So Scan ia i tse l f  

was running at  a  loss,  because we kept  on  in terd ict ing thei r  

conta iners.   And we were  saying to Scania,  your  r i sk i s  in  

Sao Paulo,  because i t  is  in  Sao Paulo that  they are loading 

the Cocaine.    

 So e i ther  you are doing i t ,  your  staff  i tse l f  is  

loading i t  in  the t rucks,  or  when you re lease that  conta iner  

to  the harbour,  they are doing i t .   You need to take i t  up  10 

wi th them.   We as South Af r icans are going to car ry on  

in terd ict ing your conta iners .   So do not  bother  us .   Let  us 

rather  work together  and stop th is  drug t raff i ck ing,  which is  

what  they d id.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  Warrant  Off icer,  i f  you had 

received the in format ion about  on ly the green conta iner,  

sh ipment  number  and a l l  o f  that ,  would you have just  

deta ined the green conta iner,  or  would you have pu l led for  

these other  four  conta iners,  or  any conta iners wi th  the same 

shipper?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  would have pul led those 

conta iners and a l l  the other  conta iners as wel l .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    But  in  th is  instance you d id not  

get  in format ion about  just  the spec i f ic  conta iner.   Correct?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   I  am asking in  reference to  

the …[ intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sorry,  my correct ion,  

Commissioner.   How I  understood i t ,  my  Commander  

received in format ion that  there were pol icemen asking 

quest ions about  these conta iners .   Which conta iner  i t  was,  I  

was not  sure .   I f  my Commander  at  that  s tage had that  

in format ion,  I  am sure he would g ive that  in format ion .   But  I  

understood that  the pol icemen were in terested in  those 

conta iners in  that  yard,  at  LCS .    10 

 LCS is  r ight  next  to  the Cut ler  Complex in  our  

rest r i c ted area in  the harbour.   So,  l i tera l ly  you would have 

come out  of  the harbour,  turned le f t ,  turned le f t ,  you are in  

LCS.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And,  but ,  so th is  was the same 

shipper?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   The i r r i tant  drugs,  was i t  

a lso the same shipper ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    But  that  came on a la ter  date ?  

The arr iva l  was la ter,  o r  was i t  on the same vessel ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  could  have been the  

Polonia .   So,  the main vessels was the Polonia,  the Norma,  

the Savannah,  the Ni le  Dutch Breda .   They were a l l  MSC 
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vessels.   No d isrespect  to  MSC, because they were  just  a  

vessel .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So,  i t  could have been .   So,  but  i t  

would not  have been one of  the conta iners that  were 

ident i f ied as being the conta iners that  were suspected 

narcot ics.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect .   So,  they were  

under the impression that  one of  those conta iners had 

narcot ics and how much,  I  do not  know.   Where i t  was in  the 

conta iner,  I  a lso do not  know.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So,  in  my quest ion ing of  

you regard ing i f  the in format ion that  you receive,  the in te l  

that  you receive,  is  about  a spec i f ic  conta iner,  conta iner  

number g iven ,  one conta iner,  are you just  ca l l ing for  that  

conta iner,  or  are  you cal l ing for  more conta iners to  avoid,  

as you cal l  the shotgun ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  am cal l ing for  a l l .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    From the same shipper?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Same shipper.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.    20 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    And I  wi l l  a lso look i f  they 

had what  they cal l  a  g roupage wi th  possib ly  another  sh ipper 

on the same vessel ,  loaded at  the same port .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  is  that  protocol ,  or  is  that  

just  based on exper ience ?  Are you guys taught  to  not  be  
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foo led by the in te l  that  you get ,  that  i t  is  just  one conta iner ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  i t  is  not  

protocol .   I t  is  exper ience .   I t  i s  work ing re lat ionship,  and i t  

is  t ra in ing f rom the necessary  ro le p layers in  the 

envi ronment .   I t  is  learned.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And i f  a  Warrant  Off i cer  knows 

that ,  presumably a capta in and a  Colonel  should know that .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  do not  want  to  answer  

that .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   You do not  have to .   10 

P lease cont inue .   So these are the  conta iners .   You ident i fy  

the green one.   What  do you do?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The green one,  th is  

photograph,  the seal  has a l ready been removed in  th is  

image,  and the custom seal  was removed.   I t  is  a  b lue  

a lumin ium custom seal  wi th  a sta in less steel  bu lb tha t  goes 

through i t .   I t  is  very unique,  and that  i s  what  gave i t  away.   

But  in  th is  case here,  i t  was the f i rs t  case that  I  had 

recovered wi th a dupl icate seal  ins ide the conta iner.  

 Some of  the t imes we  had found the r ip -on-r ip-offs  20 

where the packet  or  par ts of  the seal  had been d iscarded,  

but  we had never  recovered a complete dupl icate seal .   On 

the r ight -hand s ide of  th is  conta iner,  as you open the door,  

there is  an image here .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I  th ink i t  is  page 4.  
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There is  an image at  

number 2,  but  they are not  in  the correct  sequence .   

Number 4,  you can actual ly  see the  dupl icate seal .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    This would have been,  what ,  the  or ig inal  

seal ,  o r  one that  would be used once the conta iner  i s  open ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  le t  us say 

that  both seals are not  or ig inal .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    How do we know which  

one is  o r ig inal?  They are that  good.   I t  locks.   I t  looks.   The 10 

numbers are correct .   Everyth ing is  on i t .   So i f  we are 

using yel low seals,  they wi l l  use yel low.   I f  we change to 

b lue,  they wi l l  change to b lue.   I f  we change to green,  they 

change to green .   They are up  to  date wi th our  current  r i sk  

st rategies .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You may cont inue.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Once I  had opened the  

conta iner  and seen what  was ins ide there,  I  had been 

br ie fed.   There  is  an in ternat ional  operat ion  cal led  20 

Operat ion B lack Bag.   I t  is  a  pro ject  run by the  Uni ted  

Nat ions.   I t  is  exact ly  that .   They document  these bags,  

these t ravel  bags.   And I  have done a few recover ies of  

these bags l i ke th is .    

 So my immediate suspic ion was,  thank you,  that  
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would be Cocaine .   Let  me process the scene complete ly.   I  

just  c losed the doors,  and then we star ted the process of  

ro l l ing out  a l l  the necessary cr ime scene experts .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who d id you cal l ?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    F i rs t ,  i t  would have been 

through to our  Commanders.   So between mysel f  and 

Colonel  Moodley,  we would have not i f ied a l l  our  necessary 

seniors.   We wou ld have not i f ied LCRC.  I  be l ieve  I  would 

have cal led FSL as wel l ,  to ld  them, l is ten,  we have got  a 

large seizure .   But  i t  is  just  for  the i r  heads up.   And we got  10 

stuck in  and star ted processing the  scene .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And so do you wai t  for  LCRC to  

ar r ive?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  Commissioner.   We 

wai ted fo r  LCRC.   We wai ted for  members  f rom,  I  th ink,  

Metro St reet  Cr imes Uni t  ar r ived on the scene .   They came 

to assist  us and back us up .   The members f rom ORS 

ar r ived on the scene,  and they were to ld to  stay and assist  

us as wel l .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And how do you know before you 20 

open the conta iner  that  you are deal ing wi th a r ip -on-r ip-

off?   Or when do you real ise i t ?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Before I  open the 

conta iner.   I  have to ld the Commission,  my f i rs t  ind icator  

was the seal  was wrong .   So i f  I  am looking a t  these 
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conta iners,  so my hunch is  saying,  open th is  one,  open th is  

one.   I  am not  saying i t  is  a  r ip -on-r ip -off ,  because i t  could 

have been in  the  car  par ts o r  anyth ing .   I  do not  know i f  I  

expla ined that  ear l ie r.   I t  is  only once you have opened the  

wrapping do you see what  is  on the ins ide.    

 So th is  one here,  the only t ime I  knew i t  was a r ip -

on-r ip-off ,  was once I  had opened i t .   And that  i s  when I  saw 

that ,  I  knew that  was r ip -on-r ip-o ff .   And that  is  correct .   

That  is  the procedure where they put  them in the bags,  they 

break the seal ,  they take a l l  that  out ,  they put  that  seal  10 

back on to look l ike the conta iner  has not  been tampered 

wi th,  and they remove the narcot ics .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   I f  we can then go to page 

313 of  that  same Exhib i t  Bundle?  This is  the LCRC photo 

a lbum.   Just  le t  me know when you are there .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  am here,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So that  i s  the dupl icate seal  that  

we see there .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sor ry,  i t  actual ly  s ta r ts  

ear l ie r,  Commissioner.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  do you want  to  show us 

something ear l ie r?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So the Madam 

Commissioner asked me ear l ier  about  the work ing 

envi ronment .   Here in  photo  1,  page 309,  here you can see 
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a  st raddle carr ier  work ing whi le  we were there .   So you can 

see i t  is  a  work ing envi ronment ,  i t  is  a  work ing space .   I t  is 

again repeated in  photo 2 .   Then in  photo 5,  the door i s  

opened,  you can see the cab f rom the Scania t ruck.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who is  present  when you 

open the conta iner?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  would have been the  

secur i t y  manager f rom LCS .   I t  would have been the  

shipping agent  as  wel l ,  my  Colonel ,  mysel f .   And then f rom 

th is  process on,  LCRC was present  the whole t ime as wel l .  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  author i t y  do you have to 

open the conta iner?  What  do you need and what  d id you 

have?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The Drug and Drug 

Traff ick ing  Act ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  was there any permission  

that  you requi red f rom anyone ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  and that  a lso,  they 

had our  work ing  re lat ionship and they consented to us  

searching thei r  conta iners as wel l .   The other  th ing is  we 20 

were not  going to incur  them any costs by moving that  

conta iner  to  one of  our  fac i l i t ies to  unpack i t .  

 The other  th ing is  when you are deal ing  wi th these 

cabs,  they cost  a for tune .   I f  you move them, you dent  them,  

they run at  a  loss .   So we t ry  and work together  so  we do 
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not  damage thei r  property as wel l .   So they say,  guys,  here  

you go,  te l l  us what  you need,  we make space avai lab le .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And by there you mean Scania?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  th is  i s  LCS.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  but  i t  is  a  Scania  

conta iner?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    The product  ins ide the 

conta iner  belongs to Scania .   The conta iners themselves 

belong to other  people .   The yard belongs to LCS.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  in  th is  instance I  am just  10 

t ry ing to establ ish whose permission do you need in  order  

to  open the conta iner ?  Who must  be present  when you 

open the conta iner?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Technical l y  I  would not  

have to have permission to open that  conta iner,  but  we were 

being pol i te  and we asked permission .   They  had a lso  

ra ised the concern that  there was i r regular  quest ions asked 

about  that  conta iner.   So they said to  us,  we can go ahead 

and search that  conta iner.  

 So in  terms of  the Drugs and Drug Traff ick ing Act ,  I  20 

had the author i t y  to  search that  conta iner.   But  I  a lso  had 

thei r  fu l l  consent  to  search that  conta iner.   Because i f  they 

d id not  want  any drugs ins ide that  conta iner,  because i f  the 

r ip-on- r ip -off  happened and they damaged those t rucks,  

they would have been l iab le.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And is  that  consent  g iven in  

wr i t ing  or  i s  i t  verbal?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    No,  i t  was verba l .   I  am 

not  sure i f  i t  was f i led in  the inqui ry,  but  there is  s ta tements 

f rom the LCS owners on board .   Because they a lso gave us 

a l l  the i r  survei l lance footage and everyth ing on board  when 

the t rucks came in,  how they were moved,  how the  

pol icemen came to ask,  we had tha t  d ig i ta l l y  as wel l .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Then i f  I  could ask you to 

expla in the photograph at  314 ? 10 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    314 is  a seal ,  a  dupl icate 

to  the main seal  on the door.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And is  th is  the same seal  that  we 

see in  p ic ture 313?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  i t  is ,  Commissioner.   

I t  is  just  the l ight ing and the pr in t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And at  315,  i t  is  taken out  

of  the packaging .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Just  to  go to the  

photograph on 314,  you wi l l  see the seal  is  taken out  of  a  20 

packet .   But  you wi l l  see i t  has been swa bbed for  DNA.   I  

wanted to know who put  that  seal  ins ide that  conta iner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    We know that  i t  has been swa bbed for  

DNA because of  that  bag? 

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  and then the cr ime 
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scene experts a lways put  the bag so you can get  the bag 

number to  reference to your cr ime scene.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    That  is  how,  and then i t  

w i l l  be on the record as wel l ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So just  a t  315,  the  seal  is  

then removed f rom the packaging .   Was i t  removed by your 

team at  315?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  removed i t  because I  was 10 

the crown scene manager.   I  was handl ing that  exhib i t ,  and I  

packaged i t  in  an exhib i t  bag as an exhib i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I  th ink then i f  we can go to 319 .   

You ment ioned the unwrapping .   Does th is  a lso happen at  

the scene?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Just  exp la in to  me why you do 

th is  at  the scene,  at  photo 19 .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    There was a lo t  o f  bags .   I  

s tand corrected on the amount .   So what  I  needed to  do was 20 

show how each bag was packed d i f ferent ly.   So to me,  i t  is 

d i f ferent  people packing bags .   I  need to see is  i t  one 

person,  i s  i t  d i f fe rent  syndicates,  d i f ferent  groups.   And then 

each bag I  then package separate ly.   I  do not  put  them al l  in  

a p i le  and then just  sor t  them into i t .    
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 Because i f  there was a quest ion as I  ra ised ear l ie r,  

what  i f  there was an untoward substance ?  I  want  to  know 

which bag i t  came f rom,  at  what  s tage of  the invest igat ion,  

and where i t  was found in  the  conta iner.   So i t  is  a  

methodical  p rocess of  each bag got  p rocessed one at  a  

t ime.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And when do you do the  

presumpt ive test?    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  th ink I  took a  random 

one.   Sorry,  Commissioner.   I t  is  l ike a ce lebratory th ing .   10 

Okay,  which one are we going to do ?  Okay,  go for  that  one 

there.   I  make a smal l  ho le.   I  do a NIK test .   I t  is  a 

presumpt ive test .   I  know how to do i t .   Take a t iny b i t  o f  

powder,  put  i t  in  the i tem,  c rack the sk in,  change colour,  

ce lebrate .   We know we are posi t ive .   I t  is  s t i l l  suspected 

Cocaine,  though.   The lab  must  s t i l l  g ive me thei r  indef in i te  

on that .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And the presumpt ive test ,  is  i t  a  

k i t  that  is  g iven that  you have at  the off ice,  that  you take 

wi th you to the scene?  What  i s  i t?   What  are we ta lk ing  20 

about?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Sor ry,  no,  Commissioner.   

That  is  one of  the other  too ls,  as expla ined ear l ie r,  se l f -

obta ined.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You buy i t  a t  your  own cost ?   
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  be l ieve these were 

obta ined dur ing some of  the t ra in ing in tervent ions that  I  

a t tended.   And the fac i l i ta tors wou ld then g ive us whatever 

they had to use.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And on page 320?  Sor ry.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  to  understand th is .   So,  o rd inar i l y,  

th is  i s  not  suppl ied.   The k i t  is  not  suppl ied by the SAPS.   

So,  in  the normal  course,  i f  you are doing a bust  l ike that ,  

you are at  a  scene l i ke that ,  and you do not  have the k i t ,  

which ord inar i l y  people would not  have,  unless,  l i ke you,  10 

they somehow have procured them , you would do what?   

You would s imply  seal  whatever  you are f ind ing in  the bag,  

and then enter  in  whatever  record,  and then take i t  to 

sto rage,  hopefu l ly  s t ra ight  to  FSL .   Is  that  how i t  wou ld p lay  

out  unt i l  i t  is  tested ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Actual ly,  Commissioner,  I  

l ike that  quest ion .   Thank you.   Le t  us say I  d id  not  have a  

suspect   I  mean,  a NIK test ,  a  presumpt ive test .   In  th is  

case,  I  used a wipe .   I  do not  know i f  we used a sachet  test ,  

but  that  was a Cocaine wipe.   You just  wipe i t ,  and the  20 

whole th ing changes colour.   I t  is  phenomenal ,  but  i t  does 

st ink and burn your hand a l i t t le  b i t ,  so you must  use 

g loves.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Page 320.   There is  something,  is  that  

what  you are look ing fo r?   
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WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  yes.    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    So,  there,  a l l  I  have done 

is  I  have just  l i f ted the top and exposed,  get  to  i t ,  take a  

smal l .   Commissioner,  wi th  these bags being sea led l i ke  

th is ,  the other  ind icator  I  could have used here was a dog ,  a 

t ra ined narcot ics  canine .   I  ment ioned in  the Mandrax we 

used the SARS dog,  Tequi la .   The same would have appl ied.   

A dog would have reacted to th is .    

 And then the other  th ing is ,  i t  is  my envi ronment .   I  10 

should be sensi t i sed to what  the current  t rends are.   I t  is  

supposed to be my f ie ld  of ,  le t  us say the word,  expert ise .   I  

am supposed to be a subject  mat ter  expert .   So,  i f  I  see i t ,  

i t  is  the duck story,  Commissioner.   I f  i t  looks l ike a duck,  

quacks l ike a duck,  walks l ike a duck,  i t  is  a  duck .   But  

unless you pul l  the feathers off ,  i t  is  not  a duck .    

 So,  in  th is  case,  i t  d id  everyth ing unt i l  the lab te l l s  

me,  and they pul led the feathers of f ,  i t  is  a  duck.   So,  I  s t i l l  

say i t  i s  suspected Cocaine.   But  in  th is  case,  what  would  

the normal  pol iceman do?  One,  i f  he is  not  qual i f ied,  ca l l  20 

someone that  is  qual i f ied .   In  the  o lden days,  SANAP was 

cal led out  to  the scene.   They were qual i f ied .    

 I f  I  d id  not  have a NIK test ,  hey guys,  ca l l  a  drug 

dog,  le t  the drug dog run .   The drug dog would s i t ,  that  i s  

an ind icator.   Bark or  whatever  i t  d id ,  that  is  an ind icator.   
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There used to be  e lect ronic devices,  sn i f fer  devices,  but  I  

am aware that  they do not  ex ist  anymore,  o r  not  avai lab le to  

be used,  because that  device would have been able to  

touch i t  and g ive me an ind icator.    

 Remember,  i t  is  not  an analys is,  i t  is  an ind icat ion  

that  i t  is  what  i t  is .   So,  Commissioner,  that  is  where  we 

are.   But  as a normal  pol i ceman,  he would not  have got  to  

where I  was.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… normal  or  ord inary  10 

pol icemen,  do they know,  or  would they know,  f rom t ra in ing 

or  whatever,  that  i f  they happen upon a narcot ics  scene,  

such as you d id,  they would have to,  they should,  or  they 

must ,  ca l l  the dog uni t ,  get  a sn i f fer  dog .   I s  there anyth ing  

that  guides that  pol ice off i cer ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  I  have s ight  

of  the basic narcot ics ident i f icat ion programme,  which is  

presented to the student  constables,  and then there  is  the 

basic narcot ics ident i f icat ion course,  and then the courses 

go up f rom there.   I  have s ight  of  i t .   And,  as Commissioner  20 

has asked now,  the guidel ines on handl ing and touching 

those substances are taught  to  the  students .   Do not  touch 

i t ,  i t  does th is ,  i t  reacts wi th you l ike th is ,  these are  uppers,  

these are downers,  and the hazards of  th is  stuff  go wi th 

them.    
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 But  the cr ime scene invest igat ion  techniques that  

go  wi th them, and the type of  scenes,  and the  packaging of  

those exhib i ts ,  i s  taught  to  the South Af r ican pol ice,  and 

that  is  current .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And that  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  m y speci f ic  

quest ion,  that  would inc lude that  you get  a sn i f fe r  dog .   I  

ask because we have h eard evidence where pol ice  off icers 

wi th no exper ience in  drug busts have looked and said,  yes,  

th is  i s  Cocaine,  and they moved on.   And basica l ly  they 

handled the suspect  goods .   So my quest ion has that  k ind 10 

of  h is to ry to  i t ,  that  that  pol ice o ff icer  knew or  knows as 

par t  o f  t ra in ing,  that  o rd inary pol ice off icer  knows as par t  o f  

t ra in ing,  that  I  have happened upon a narcot ics scene,  I  

must  get  canine .    

 Inc luding,  together  wi th the other  th ings that  you 

l is t ,  as seen there in  the manual ,  one of  them is they know 

that  I  have to get  a dog to come and sni f f  and conf i rm i t  is  

what  i t  is  before I  move th is  stuff .  

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I t  is  advisable,  

Commissioner.   I  s t i l l  do i t .   And even wi th,  le t  us just  say,  20 

my work  exper ience,  I  wi l l  s t i l l  ca l l  a  co l league.   Hey guys,  I  

need a dog.   The pol ice guys wi l l  te l l  me,  hey,  we do not  

have a dog,  they are too o ld,  they cannot  come up,  they 

cannot  get  there .   I  wi l l  then phone people tha t  have 

accredi ted dogs pr ivate ly.   P lease br ing your dog,  they 
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come.   They g ive  me a statement ,  i t  is  v ideoed .   The dog 

reacts.   Manu Chao is  an example .   A good col league of  

mine brought  h is  dog there .   He works for  a  secur i t y  

company,  and h is  dog reacted  to every s ingle bag .   So i t  

can be done.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am asking a d i f ferent  quest ion ,  and my 

quest ion is  real l y  more to understand the t ra in ing aspects,  

or  p rescr ip ts i f  you l ike,  that  i f  a  pol ice off i cer  who does not  

have your exper ience happens upon a drug or  narcot ics 

scene,  a re  they in  breach of  the i r  t ra in ing or  a prescr ip t ,  i f  10 

at  a l l ,  i f  they just  p roceed to handle th is  wi thout ,  fo r  

example,  having a test  or  ca l l ing LCRC or  even a  dog to 

come search and conf i rm that  these are narcot ics ?   I  am 

asking the k ind of  quest ion whether  out  of  t ra in ing would  

you expect  or  must  a pol ice off icer  do that ?   

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    Commissioner,  w i th  your  

leave,  I 'd  l i ke to  add one word to your quest ion .   Would the 

lack of  t ra in ing resul t  in  that  answer ?  Or the non-exposure 

to cont inuous t ra in ing in  that  f ie ld ,  I  be l ieve,  is  going to 

g ive you your answer.  20 

 You can receive  the t ra in ing,  bu t  i f  you are not  

updated to current  t rends,  cur rent  processes .   For  instance,  

Hero in .   Durban has a very unique method of  se l l ing Heroin .  

I t  is  in  capsules .   The capsules are ind icat ive to  cer ta in 

syndicates .   I t  is  a  t rademark.   Now that ,  I  am to ld,  moves 
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between Gauteng now.   They have a lso star ted fo l lowing i t .   

You do not  ingest  the capsule.   I t  is  just  merely a  t ravel  

vessel .     

 Same as a Cocaine b lock,  Masera t i ,  Cocaine,  red  

and whi te .   You even heard them at  one stage,  the Teddy 

Maf ia .   I f  you as  a pol iceman now are only seeing fo r  the  

f i rs t  t ime in  co l lege an orange and whi te capsule  wi th a 

green logo on i t ,  wi th  TM on i t ,  you th ink,  oh that  is  Hero in ,  

but  now when I  go and search th is  lady over  here and she is  

only got  whi te capsules in ,  which  is  the current  s tatus in  10 

Wentworth,  oh that  is  not  Hero in ,  le t  us leave her,  she can 

go.  

 There she walks  off  wi th  30 capsules of  Hero in ,  

because I  am not  up to date wi th the current  cr ime t rends in  

the area.   So narcot ics is  a specia l ised f ie ld .   E i ther  you 

want  to  work wi th i t  or  you do not .   Do not  dabb le in  i t ,  

because you are going to make a mistake or  get  s ick .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   

Commissioners,  we are about  to  adjourn,  but  Advocate Sel lo  20 

wants to  address you on –  we wi l l  do i t  tomorrow,  Chai r.   

The wi tness may be excused unt i l  tomorrow.   He has been 

subpoenaed to appear in  a c r iminal  case fo r  the rest  of  the  

week,  but  he ind icated that  he  would only be cal led  la ter  in  

the week,  so he  has made h imsel f  avai lab le for  tomorrow,  
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and he has c leared i t  wi th  the necessary author i t ies  on that  

s ide.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Warrant  Off icer,  we are 

adjourn ing unt i l  09:30 tomorrow.   Let  us see you here  at  

that  t ime.   In  fact ,  you should be here before that  t ime .    

WARRANT OFFICER SANDER :    I  wi l l  be,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Let  us adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 10 

 

 

 

 

 


