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PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 18 JUNE 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you both present ing?  Are you both 

saying something th is  morning?  Good morning,  good 

morning Ms Pooe.    

ADV POOE :    Good morning,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Pooe.    

ADV POOE :    Commissioners,  there are two issues that  

need to be deal t  wi th  th is  morning.   The f i rs t  i s  an  in -

camera appl icat ion by Wi tness J.   Commissioners,  you 

would have seen that  ear l ier  th is  week,  Wi tness J submit ted 10 

to the Commission an appl icat ion to be heard in  complete 

camera,  c i t ing th ree reasons in  the main.  

 Safety and secur i ty  concerns for  h imsel f  and h is  

fami ly.   The second is  to  protect  invest igat ive needs and 

ongoing invest iga t ion concerns.   And the last  is  to  protect  

invest igat ive methods.   This appl icat ion is  not  brought  by 

the Evidence Leaders,  but  i s  brought  by the  wi tness 

h imsel f ,  but  is  supported by the Ev idence Leaders.    

 Not ice was g iven to members of  the media and the 

publ ic ,  a lbei t  la te r  than the 72 hours we had in i t ia l ly  agreed 20 

upon,  and that  was caused of  course by the fact  that  the  

wi tness only a le r ted us la te tha t  he would need such 

protect ions.   The media received the not ice and we received 

one opposi t ion,  but  af te r  engaging wi th that  par t icu la r  

media house,  i t  was agreed that  the t ranscr ip t  o f  the in -



    18 JUNE 2026 – DAY 121 
 

Page 2  o f  143  

 

 

camera proceedings would be made avai lab le to  the  media,  

o f  course redact ing any in format ion that  wi l l  reveal  the 

ident i ty  of  the wi tness and any in format ion that  may 

compromise the in tegr i t y  of  the invest igat ion.  

 And so,  as mat ters stand,  wi th  just  that  caveat ,  the  

appl icat ion is  unopposed  And we move fo r  an order  in  those 

terms,  Chai rperson,  of  course ,  subject  to  the 

Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Pooe.  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  10 

RULING 

In  apply ing for  a fu l l  in -camera hear ing,  Wi tness J has f i rs t  

asser ted that  i f  they were to be seen publ ic ly,  they would be 

exposed to the r i sk of  harm,  r i sk o f  harm to themselves and 

to the i r  fami ly.   Second,  they have averred that  d ivu lg ing  

cer ta in  par ts of  the i r  test imony,  they compromise ongoing 

invest igat ions.   I  have look c losely at  the aff idavi t  f i led in  

support  o f  the appl icat ion.   I  am sat is f ied that  there is  

substance in  the appl icat ion.  

 For  completeness,  I  must  ment ion that  the Evidence 20 

Leaders support  the appl icat ion.   They have undertaken to 

make the t ranscr ip t  o f  Wi tness J ’s  test imony avai lab le to  the 

media not  la te r  than Monday,  22 June 2026.   Accord ing to  

the undertaking,  any test imony that  i s  l ike ly  to  reveal  

Witness J ’s  ident i ty  or  compromise ongoing invest igat ions 
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wi l l  be redacted f rom the t ranscr ip t .   I  make the fo l lowing 

ru l ing:  

[1 ]   The test imony of  Wi tness J wi l l  be heard in -

camera.  

[2 ]   The Evidence Leaders must  make avai lab le to  

the media a t ranscr ip t  o f  the in -camera proceedings 

by no la ter  than Monday,  22 June 2026.  

[3 ]   The t ranscr ip t  must  be redacted to protect  the  

ident i ty  of  Wi tness J and the in tegr i ty  of  ongoing 

invest igat ions.  10 

That  is  the ru l ing.  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   The second issue 

on the  table today is  you wi l l  recal l  that  last  week an 

appl icat ion for  postponement  was moved by the  

representat ives of  Mr Nku.   He was then scheduled to 

appear today.    

 The Evidence Leaders considered the schedul ing  

as wel l  as the fact  that  Mr Nku 's ev idence is  l ike ly  to  take 

more than one day,  even i f  we were to s i t  la te.   Moreover,  20 

the evidence of  General  Senona is  scheduled to take p lace 

tomorrow,  and that  ev idence cannot  be moved.   And so we 

thought  i t  appropr ia te to  reschedu le Mr Nku 's test imony to  

next  week where suff i c ient  t ime for  h is  complete tes t imony 

can take p lace,  so as to avoid Mr Nku being par t  heard i f  we 
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were to begin wi th h im today.   And so we ask the 

Commissioner 's  indulgence in  that  regard and for  Mr Nku's  

test imony to be heard next  week.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  ar rangements have been made 

to ensure  that  he wi l l  be in  at tendance,  seeing that  he is  not  

here?   

ADV POOE :    My apologies,  Chai rperson.   I  am remiss to 

ment ion that  Mr  Nku and h is representat ives are  in  the 

bui ld ing.   Perhaps we should just  take a short  ad journment  

so that  they can jo in us.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us  do that .   We wi l l  come back when 

we are ready.   Let  us adjourn.    

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning.   P lease p lace yourselves 

on record.  

MR EKSTEEN :    Good morning,  Chai r.   My name is  Johan 

Eksteen.   I  am f rom BDK At to rneys.   I  am the legal  

representat ive for  Mr Nku.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr Eksteen.   20 

Good morning,  Mr  Nku.    

MR NKU :    Good morning,  Chai r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   I f  you want  to ,  p lease repeat  

everyth ing you sa id before your co l leagues came in.    

ADV POOE :    Yes,  Chai r.   Chai r,  last  week an appl icat ion  
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was moved,  agreed to by the par t ies to  have Mr Nku 's 

ev idence postponed f rom last  week to th is  week today.   And 

having considered the schedul ing  and the potent ia l  length  

of  Mr Nku's test imony,  the Evidence Leaders deemed i t  f i t  to  

reschedule h im to  next  week at  a t ime where suff ic ient  t ime 

can be g iven for  h is  test imony.    

 We have engaged wi th Mr  Nku's legal  

representat ives and are in  the process of  agreeing to the  

dates for  next  week.   And so we would request  a  

postponement  to  next  week on dates to be agreed between 10 

the par t ies la ter  on today.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Eksteen?   

MR EKSTEEN :    Good morning,  Chai r.   I  conf i rm what  my 

learned f r iend has p laced on record,  Chai r,  that  we have 

been in formed about  the problems for  Mr Nku not  to  test i fy  

today and that  next  week would be then agreed between the 

par t ies,  which wi l l  then Mr Nku wi l l  make h imsel f  avai lab le  

wi th us avai lab le.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Nku,  seeing that  –  I  have a l ready 

greeted you,  Mr Nku.    20 

MR NKU :    Yes,  Chai r.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   You have heard everyth ing that  was 

said.    

MR NKU :    Absolu te ly.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  we had a speci f ic  date,  we would be 
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postponing to a speci f i c  date,  and then I  would be d i rect ing 

you to appear on  that  date.   And i f  you were to fa i l ,  having 

been d i rected to be here on a spec i f ic  date,  that  wou ld have 

legal  consequences for  you.   Now I  am not  in  a pos i t ion to  

ind icate a date because there is  s t i l l  to  be agreement  

between the lawyers.   But  do you undertake to be here on 

that  date,  on the agreed date?   

MR NKU :    I  am in the hands of  the Commission.   I  am 

obl iged.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You wi l l  a t tend? 10 

MR NKU :    I  am obl iged.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You wi l l  a t tend.   Thank you very much.   

The hear ing of  Mr  Nku 's test imony is  postponed to a date to 

be agreed.   I  am speci f ica l l y  not  ment ion ing next  week,  but  

the hope is  that  there wi l l  be  agreement  fo r  next  week.   

Thank you.   You are excused.   See you next  week,  Mr Nku.   

You are excused,  too.   Thank you very much.    

MR NKU :    Thank you very much,  Commissioner s.    

MR EKSTEEN :    Thank you,  Chai r.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Is  there anyth ing le f t ,  or  do 20 

we adjourn now for  the hear ing of  Wi tness J 's  test imony?   

ADV POOE :    Chai r,  we can adjourn now for  the hear ing of  

Wi tness J 's  test imony.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Pooe.   Let  me 

say for  purposes of  th is  publ ic  s i t t ing that  an open session  
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hear ing wi l l s tar t a t 09:30 tomorrow, as usual .  Let us 

adjourn. 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :   Wi tness J, wi l l you be swear ing or 

aff i rming? 

WITNESS J :    [ Ind ist inct ]… I wi l l swear. 

CHAIRPERSON :   Do you swear that the evidence you are 

going to g ive is the t ruth, the who le t ruth, noth ing but the 

t ruth?  I f so, p lease ra ise your r ight hand and say so help 

me God. 

WITNESS J :    So help me God. 

CHAIRPERSON:    Thank you, Ms Pooe? 

ADV POOE :    Wi tness J , we wi l l s ta r t by conf i rming your 

statement .  Do you conf i rm that th is i s the statement that 

you prepared for purposes of g iv ing your test imony before 

the Commission? 

WITNESS J :    I  do conf i rm. 

ADV POOE :   I f you go then to page 41, can you conf i rm 

that that is your s ignature ? 20 

WITNESS J :    Yes,  th is  is  my s ignature.  

ADV POOE :  And do you conf i rm the t ruth of  the contents  

of  th is  statement?  

WITNESS J :    Yes ,  I  do conf i rm.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can you conf i rm the date as wel l?  
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ADV POOE :    Can you conf i rm the date on which the  

statement  was prepared?  

WITNESS J :    Yes ,  I  do conf i rm.  

ADV POOE :     The date is  on page 40  at  the bot tom.  

WITNESS J :    Yes ,  I  do conf i rm.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  guess i t  is  worth ment ion ing  i t  for  

purposes of  the record  . . . [ ind ist inc t ] .  

WITNESS J :    The date,  i t  is  2026,  June 11.   I  conf i rm.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J.   We can then go 10 

through your statement .   We wi l l  s ta r t  a t  paragraph 3 ,  so  

that  you do not  s ta r t  wi th  the sect ions of  your  statement  

that  wi l l  ident i fy  you.  

WITNESS J :    Thank you.  

“ I  was appointed by the South Af r ican 

Pol ice Serv ice as a student  Constable  

   ,  and underwent  my 

basic t ra in ing in     

Pol ice Col lege.   I  was then posted to 

per fo rm cr ime prevent ion dut ies at  20 

 SAPS  and la ter  moved to 

 SAPS.   Dur ing the year 

 as a  I  was then 

t ransfer red to    

  which is  known as 
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    o ff i c ia l  dur ing  

  I  got  promoted to the rank of  

    .   I  was 

then promoted to the rank of   

 and appo inted as an on 

 ,  a t  the Pr ior i t y  Cr ime 

Management  Centre ,  which is  known as 

PCMC, wi th in the  Di rectorate for  Pr io r i ty  

Cr ime Invest igat ion [DPCI] ,  which is  

known as the Hawks,   ,  10 

      

  On  ,  I  

was then promoted to    

wi th in the same uni t ,  Pr ior i ty  Cr ime 

Management  Centre ,  PCMC, and I  am 

st i l l  f i l l  my dut ies  as an analyst  and the  

same uni t  to  date.  

[4 ]  As par t  o f  my dut ies as an analyst ,  I  

am requi red to  analyse in format ion 

obta ined f rom ce l l  phone data records,  20 

which is  obta ined f rom the serv ice 

providers as wel l  as in format ion ret r ieved 

by the DFI ,  Dig i ta l  Forensic 

Invest igat ions ,  f rom cel l  phones,  which 

are handsets ,  downloads to analyse 
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course,  message,  and p ictures in  order  to  

establ ish l inkages between subjec ts and 

cr ime scenes.   The purpose of  my 

analys is i s  to  assist  the invest igat ing  

off icers wi th  the invest igat ion  and 

provide evidence in  cour t .  

[5 ]   I  have received an in -serv ice t ra in ing 

on the analyst  notebook when I  became 

an analyst  wi th  the Pr io r i ty  Cr ime 

Management  Centre ,  PCMC.   By v i r tue of  10 

my dut ies,  I  do have access to var ious 

South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice systems,  as  

wel l  as other  analys is systems,  which are 

ut i l ized by the  South Af r ican Pol ice  

Serv ice  fo r  analys is purposes.   I  ho ld a  

Bachelor  of  Ar ts  in  cr iminology,  and 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  f rom  

.  

[6 ]   S ince I  have the fo l lowing courses,  

in format ion secur i ty  of  communicat ion  20 

system,  which I  obta ined f rom Min ist ry  of  

In ter ior  of  Russian Federat ion,   

 resolv ing of  c r ime ski l ls  learn ing 

program obta ined at  Hammanskraal  

SAPS Detect ion Academy f rom  
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 .   FBI  co l laborat ion wi th the 

SAPS k idnapping  for  ransom obta ined at  

Pretor ia  SAPS . . . [ ind ist inct ]  Academy 

 ,  Cor rupt ion and f inancia l  

cr imes invest iga t ion obta ined through 

Br i t ish High Commission Pretor ia ,  

 .   On the Booysens 

CAS .  

[7 ]   Dur ing the month of  August…” 

…[ intervenes] .   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    You have not  ment ioned the year  

WITNESS J :    Booysens CAS :  

“ [7]   Dur ing the month of  August  2021 ,  I  

was tasked by L ieutenant  Colonel  

Sebola,  who was then a Capta in ,  Capta in 

Sebola,  where he requested that  I  do an 

analys is on the  data ext racted f rom 

handsets to  determine i f  the suspects are 

in  any way  l ink ing to each other  and to 

the cr ime that  they were charged to  be as 20 

per  Booysens CAS .   I  was 

in formed by the invest igat ing off icer,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  Sebola ,  that  the case 

re lates to the d iscovery of  suspected 

drugs ins ide the  conta iner,  which was 
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d iscovered at  Scania premises in  

Aeroton.   

[8 ]   The cel l  phones data,  which  was 

downloaded by DFI  Dig i ta l  Forensic 

Invest igat ions  were fo r  suspects that  we 

ar rested as the Booysens CAS 

,  deal ing in  drugs.   The 

download data was received as a per  the 

fo l lowing exhib i t  bags l i s ted.   Bag 

number  1,  i t  conta ined the Samsung SMG 10 

985 model ;  bag number 2…” 

…[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps le t  us  just  say those are  

ref lected at  pages 2 and 3 of  your  statement ,  and then 

proceed f rom paragraph 10.  

WITNESS J :     

“ [10]   During my analys is  of  the data 

received f rom DFI  Dig i ta l  Forensic 

Invest igat ions  on bag number 

 which conta ined a 20 

Samsung model  SMG 985,  IMEI  number 

 ser ia l  number 

 …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  know,  maybe I  misheard .   I  

thought  you said,    I t  is    Ja,  
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  P lease cont inue.  

WITNESS J :    Yes:  

“ IMEI  number  ser ia l  

number   Vodacom SIM 

cards,  ICCD, i t  is  

/AGREEMENT, 

and bag number   which  

conta ins a Samsung Galaxy note 20 wi th 

IMEI  number  IMEI  

number   ser ia l  number 10 

 FNB SIM Card 

 and 64 g igabyte SD 

card.   I  then d iscovered that  the cel l  

phone devices be long to Mr Tumelo Nku 

and th is  was conf i rmed by the  

in format ion conta ined in  the devices.  

[11]   Whi le  ana lys ing  the devices off  

Tumelo Nku,  I  then d iscovered images ,  

messages f rom socia l  media appl icat ions,  

and contact  numbers l ink ing  h im to the 20 

shipment  of  conta iners.  

[12]   Encrypted messaging appl icat ions .   

I  d iscovered the use of  three encrypted 

messaging appl icat ions,  Threema,  

WhatsApp,  and Telegram.   I  g ive a br ie f  
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descr ip t ion of  each below :   

[12.1 ]   Threema.   Dur ing my analys is of  

the images tha t  we saved on the 

Samsung SMG 985 image gal lery,  I  

d iscovered screenshot  images,  which  had 

a metadata  that  ind icated the 

screenshots were taken f rom Threema 

messaging appl icat ion .  

[12.2 ]   Threema is  a messaging 

appl icat ion which wi th i ts  servers in  10 

Swi tzer land ,  i t  uses end- to-end 

encrypt ion ,  open source technology,  and 

does not  requi re an emai l  o r  phone 

number to  s ign  up.   I t  p rotects your  

metadata data and permanent ly  deletes 

your messages on the serv ice instant ly  

af ter  being successfu l  de l ivered and read 

by the recip ient .   The message in  th is  

messaging appl icat ion does not  use a  

phone number,  but  there  is  a  username 20 

ID.  

[12.3 ]   WhatsApp.   Screenshot  and 

messages f rom WhatsApp were a lso  

d iscovered on the device,  and the  

metadata  ind icated that  i t  was f rom 
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WhatsApp appl icat ion.   WhatsApp 

messaging appl icat ion is  an instant  

messaging appl icat ion and voice -over- IP 

serv ice  and uses end- to -end encrypt ion .   

This messaging appl icat ion uses a phone 

number as a username.    

[12.4 ]   Telegram.  Telegram messages 

were d iscovered on the device,  and the 

f ind ings were made f rom the messaging 

appl icat ion.   Telegram is a messaging 10 

appl icat ion,  which works such as 

WhatsApp,  a l lowing users to  send text ,  

share f i les and make voice or  v ideo 

[ca l l s ] .   I t  a lso a l lows a person to  use a 

phone number or  create a username.  

[13]   I  d iscovered severa l  screenshots  

which were taken f rom the Threema 

messaging appl icat ion,  in  which  some 

were used to compi le  my presentat ions,  

and others were inc luded in  my 20 

statement ,  which  was submit ted to the  

invest igat ing off icer  fo r  cour t  purpose.   

The Threema screenshot  is  a 

communicat ion between two par t i c ipants 

who we were la ter  ident i f ied through 
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analys is of  another  messaging 

appl icat ion.   The communicat ion d id not  

s ta r t  on the Threema appl icat ion but  

rather  on WhatsApp messaging 

appl icat ion,  accord ing to the compar ison 

of  the t imestamps on both the  messaging 

appl icat ions.  

[14]   A screenshot  is  an image captured 

on the current  d isp lay on a phone,  which  

wi l l  have a metadata  that  wi l l  ind icate the 10 

date and t ime when i t  was taken .  as wel l  

as the appl icat ion  i t  was taken f rom.  

Paragraph 15,  i t  is  an example of  a  screenshot .  Screenshot ,  

i t  wi l l  have a  wording that  says screenshot ,  then fo l lowed by 

the date,  which is  2021 -05-05,  fo l lowed by the t ime,  which 

is  13:09:42.   So 13,  i t  wi l l  be  13:09:42 seconds,  then 

fo l lowed by Threema.   So 2021-05-05,  i t  is  the date when i t  

was taken,  05  May 2021,  and 13:09:42,  i t  is  the t ime i t  was 

taken.   13:09:42 fo l lowed by the appl icat ion :  

“ [16]   I  then searched fo r  keywords which 20 

re lates to the sh ipment  of  conta iners in  

re lat ion to the Booysens  CAS  

where these drugs were found ins ide the  

conta iner  t ransport ing t ruck  par ts  

. . . [ ind ist inct ] .   The fo l lowing are 



    18 JUNE 2026 – DAY 121 
 

Page 17  o f  143  

 

 

keywords:   conta iners,  General  Mashaba,  

Tumi ,  vessel ,  p ie r,  s taff ,  Customs 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  t rucks or  t ruckers.   

[17]   The above images are saved as 

screenshots.  2021-05-05,  13:09:42,  

Threema,  and the screenshot  2021 -06-

30,  15:  58:47,  Threema.   The messaging 

appl icat ion uses an ID,  not  the cel l  phone 

number,  and the  username is  shown on 

the above images.   P lease note that  10 

metadata on the  screenshot ,  inc luding  

when i t  was taken ,  wi l l  g ive a  date and 

t ime when the p ictu re was created.   In 

screenshots…”  

ADV POOE :    So,  we do not  have to expla in that  again .   We 

have expla ined i t  a t  a  previous stage.   You can then go to 

paragraph 20.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  wi l l  say just  g ive a br ie f  descr ip t ion of  

what  we see there,  those two screenshots or  images.  

WITNESS J :    So,  on page 6,  we see two screenshots .   The 20 

one on the le f t  b lack in  co lour,  i t  is  screenshot  that  shows 

the appl icat ion .   I t  says,  welcome to Threema.   Then the 

wording that  is  in  g reen,  i t  is  a  user  ID of  that  par t i cu lar  

user  of  that  Threema appl icat ion.   Then i f  you check on the  

r ight -hand s ide,  same on page 6,  that  screenshot  that  has a  
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b lue colour,  i t  has a username tha t  says John Wick.   Under 

that  username is  says Threema ID next  to  the red dots  

there.   I t  says,    That  is  a  username of  that  

par t icu lar  person ,  who is  us ing the  username of  John Wick.  

I  mean,  that  i s  an  ID of  John Wick.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   So …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And the ID on the le f t?   The user  ID on 

the b lack screen on the b lack  . . . [ ind ist inct ] ,  we know who i t  

is?  

WITNESS J :    Yes.   On the b lack screen screenshot ,  I  can 10 

conf i rm th is  is  the  username of  Tumelo Nku.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J .   I f  you can then read 

paragraph 19 which deals wi th when the screenshots were  

saved? 

WITNESS J :    Okay:  

“ [19]   The f i rs t  screenshot  of  the  

Threema appl icat ion was saved on the 

device  on 2021-05-05 at  13 :09:42 

seconds,  and the last  screenshot  was 20 

saved on 21-07-07 at  11:25:52 seconds.    

[20]   The fo l lowing…” …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  when you say last ,  that  refers to  

maybe something that  is  s t i l l  to  come i f  i t  is  to  come.  

WITNESS J :    Here,  Commissioner,  I  am st i l l  re fer r ing to 
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screenshots wi th regards to Threema,  those screenshots.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    The th i rd screenshot ,  he saved i t  on th is  date  

of  …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   And then they cover a per iod and 

end on the 7 t h  o f  Ju ly  …[intervenes] .  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  that  was the last  one.  

CHAIRPERSON :    2021.  

WITNESS J :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  10 

WITNESS J :    A f ter  the 7 t h  there is  no other  screenshot  that  

was saved on the device.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    From the Threema appl icat ion,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :     

“ [20]   The fo l lowing as screenshots f rom 

Threema appl icat ion leading to the  

act iv i t y  of  2021-05-21.   Where there is  an 

ind icat ion that  Tumelo Nku was in  the  20 

v ic in i t y  of  Durban in  KwaZulu-Nata l  

Province. ”  

On page 7 we do have two screenshots  that  appear there :  

“ [21]   The above screenshots  is  a  

communicat ion between two users ,  wi th  
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one ident i f ied as A lpha  s ince the  

username appears on top ,  and th is  i s  

because the screenshots were captured 

by the owner of  the device.   The user  

A lpha,  those messages wi l l  appear  on the  

grey comment  box  ment ions "When do we 

get  th is  stuff "  fo l lowed by the message  " I  

need to p lan wi th the  people and the  

bosses are on my case" .   On the f i rs t  

screenshot ,  saved as screenshot  2021-10 

05-18,  18:04:08,  Threema. jpg,  the user  

A lpha ment ions the fo l lowing on the  

second screenshot  saved as screenshot  

2021-05-19.  22:27:36,  Threema "Pul l  th is  

off  my brother.   Wi l l  be the best  th ing 

ever. "   And the other  user  wi l l  be 

ident i f ied f rom another  screenshot  

ment ions,  "Boss,  th is  th ing  us going to  

k i l l  us going to happen.   I  am te l l ing you.   

This i s  a do or  d ie for  me and everyone 20 

there. "  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you st i l l  on 22?  Paragraph 22?  

WITNESS J :    Yes ,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  f in ish what  you are doing on 22.  

WITNESS J :     
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“And " I  wi l l  speak to the guy in  a b i t .   

They were st i l l  sor t ing out  the secur i ty  

issue,  but  i t  is  coming.   A l l  r ight . "   The 

in format ion f rom the said data  records of  

Tumelo Nku p laces h im in the v ic in i ty  of  

the event  dur ing the conversat ion ,  and i t  

wi l l  be d iscussed la ter  in  the 

statement…” …[ in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :     Or just  a  reader of  the t ranscr ip t  may not  

qui te  fo l low every th ing that  is  sa id here.    I  know tha t  there  10 

may be a b i t  o f  repet i t ion now see ing that  you are quot ing  

both in  paragraphs 21 and 22,  you are quot ing f rom those 

chats,  but  just  for  the benef i t  o f  a  reader,  can you just  

quick ly  go through the chats,  chat  af te r  chat  on both 

screens?  Very qu ick ly.    

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Chai rperson.   The f i rs t  screenshot  that  

is  on the le f t  on page 7,  that  is  i t  is  on the le f t ,  i t  s tar ts  wi th 

the user  A lpha.   I t  says A lpha says :  

“Boss,  p lease keep me updated."  

Again,  A lpha :  20 

"People are star t ing to ca l l  me."  

The other  unident i f ied user  says :  

“W i l l  do ,  boss.   I  am pressing a lso. "  

A lpha says:  

“P lease.   Let  us get  th is  done.   The 
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ear l ie r  the bet te r. "  

The other  user :  

"Boss,  that  the vessel  was loaded way 

more than expected capaci ty.   The sales  

packing wi l l  probably be done by 

midnight .   I t  is  less than 50 conta iners an 

hour that  we are deal ing wi th. "  

A lpha:  

"When do we get  s tuff ?"  

A lpha:  10 

" I  need to p lan  wi th people and the 

bosses are on my case."  

A lpha says:  

"Just  g ive me t ime p lus minus."  

The other  user :  

"Let  me get  an es t imate f rom them."  

A lpha:  

"P lease.   Thanks. "  

Second screenshot  on the r ight -hand s ide.   A lpha:  

"They ready?"  20 

A lpha again :  

"We got  to  be there at  10:30 or  11 :00. "  

The other  user :  

"Ja,  ja .   I  am just  wai t ing for  heads up."  

A lpha:  
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"Cool . "  

A lpha again :  

"Cool  th is  off ,  my brother,  wi l l  be the best  

th ing ever. "  

The other  user :  

“Boss,  th is  th ing  us going to  happen,  I  

am te l l ing.   This i s  a do or  d ie fo r  me and 

everyone there. "  

A lpha:  

"Thank you,  my brother.   I  p laced a l l  my 10 

t rust  in  you. ”  

A lpha:  

“We cannot  be la te.  The b ig guys are 

coming.   We need to show we 

professionals.   We st i l l  on t ime?"  

The other  user :   

" I  wi l l  speak to the guy in  a b i t ,  but  they 

were st i l l  sor t ing  out  the secur i ty  issue,  

but  i t  is  coming.   A l l  r ight . "  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  20 

ADV POOE :    Witness J …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry.   

ADV POOE :    And what  d id you conclude the two ind iv iduals 

to  be d iscussing?  

WITNESS J :    They were d iscuss ing about  conta iners and 
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something that  was conta ined ins ide that  conta iner.   And 

they had people who were assist ing th is  other  user  that  we 

have not  ident i f ied as yet ,  for  h im to get  o r  ret r ieve  

whatever that  was ins ide the conta iners.  

ADV POOE :    Yes,  and then we see there,  there is  re ference 

to th ings l ike stuff .   Does that  p lay any s igni f icance?  

WITNESS J :    S tuff ,  accord ing to my exper ience in  the law 

enforcement ,  s tuf f ,  they refer  to  drugs.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J .   We can  then move on 

to page 8.  10 

WITNESS J :    Page 8,  we see there is  two screenshots.  I  

s ta r t  wi th  reading  f rom those screenshots.   The screenshot  

sta r ts  wi th  A lpha saying:  

" Is  th is  going to take 10 minutes,  one 

hour?  I  understand the s i tuat ion ,  but  I  

have got  two groups wai t ing and some 

important  people.   I  need to g ive  them 

st ra ight  answers. ”  

A lpha:  

“Just  g ive me st ra ight  answer. "  20 

A lpha:  

"P lease."  

A lpha again :  

"This is  s ta r t ing to sound and look 

wei rd. ”  
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A lpha:  

“They g ive us the t ime and we arrange 

everyth ing.   The other  t ruckers are 

a l ready k ick ing thei r  conta iners. "  

The second screenshot  on the r ight -hand s ide star ts  wi th 

A lpha saying th is :  

“Please get  i t  out ,  mate. ”  

The other  user  says :  

"Boss,  I  know the  guys are delaying,  but  

i t  is  not  that  they are fa i l ing.   Ins ide 10 

everyth ing i t  is  wel l  sor ted out .   Just  a 

smal l  hurd le of  f ina l  gate re lease,  which 

they are work ing on."  

A lpha:  

"P lease push th is  now.   We have to go  

out  now."  

A lpha:  

" I t  is  12:30 now."  

The other  user  says :  

" I  am pushing,  but  we can r isk ra is ing 20 

eyebrows i f  the guys are not  wel l - tuned 

wi th the cur rent  secur i ty  superv isor  at  the  

gate.   We cannot  have those conta iners 

r isked to be open for  inspect ion. ”  

The other  user  again:  
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“They are work ing  on the guy  ASAP."  

A lpha:  

"Mate ,  I  rea l ly  do not  understand th is .   

Why are there secur i t y  issues?  They 

take in  the conta iners fo r  inspect ion.   

They are  Customs.   This i s  s ta r t ing not  to  

make sense to me."  

A lpha:  

" I  am so st ressed."  

So below each screenshot ,  t here  is  a  metadata  for  that  10 

screenshot  when i t  was taken.   So the f i rs t  screenshot  that  

is  on the le f t -hand s ide.  I t  was taken on the 20 t h  o f  May 

2021.   The t ime was 00:27:03.  Soon af ter  midnight .  12 

midnight .   So the  other  one was taken on the 20 t h  o f  May 

2021.   The t ime was 00:38:01:  

[23]   On the above . . . [ ind ist inct ]  dated 

2021-05-20,  A lpha ment ions the fo l lowing 

on the f i rs t  screenshot ,  "They g ive  us the 

t ime and we arrange everyth ing.   The 

other  t ruckers are a l ready k ick ing thei r  20 

conta iners. "   Truckers and conta iners are  

ment ioned on the  f i rs t  screenshot .   The 

other  user  ment ions the fo l lowing on the 

second screenshot ,  " I  am pushing,  but  we 

cannot  r i sk ra is ing eyebrows  i f  the guys 
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are not  wel l - tuned wi th  the current  

secur i t y  superv isor  at  the gate.   We 

cannot  have those conta iners r i sked to 

be opened for  inspect ion. "   There is  a 

ment ion of  Customs.   When Alpha on the 

same screenshot  ment ions ,  "Mate.  I  

rea l ly  do not  understand th is .   Why are 

there secur i ty  i ssues?   They take in  the 

conta iners fo r  inspect ion.   They are  

Customs.  This i s  s tar t ing not  to  make 10 

sense to me."   The message suggests 

that  the user  had people who were  

assist ing h im wi th the re lease of  the 

conta iner  and d id  not  want  the conta iner  

to  be subjected for  inspect ion,  which 

suggests that  they conta in something 

i l legal . ”  

Page 9,  i t  has two screenshots.   The f i rs t  screenshot  on the  

le f t  s ta r t  wi th  the other  user :  

"There is  no in  and out  movement  at  por t  20 

dur ing that  t ime.   I  have been on thei r  

case to work now,  boss.  Zulus are 

stubborn.   They are te l l ing me I  am 

panick ing unnecessary.   They wi l l  get  the 

stuff  out .   I t  is  jus t  a  mat ter  of  t ime. "  
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A lpha:  

"Was th is  guy wi th warehouse ?  His staff  

s ta r ts  at  seven.  We are  not  go ing to 

make i t .   L ike,  I  wi l l  on ly get  a f l ight  by 

11 or  12.   My k ids  is  going to be very 

d isappointed.   Not  fa i r. "  

A lpha:  

"This a l l  should of  been p lanned" .  

A lpha:  

"600 hours,  a  news story is  go ing to  10 

come out . "  

The second screenshot  s tar t  wi th  A lpha :  

“Same place. ”  

And the other  user  says :  

"Boss,  I  just  spoke to the guy and he 

says by a l l  means today is  D -day.   The 

c l ient 's  t ransporter  i s  booked for  

tomorrow.   They wi l l  a l low some 

conta iners to  go  out  f i rs t .   Thei r  sh i f t  

ends at  10 p.m.  We have f rom now t i l l  20 

then to per fo rm.   We acknowledge the 

type of  heat  that  is  coming i f  th is  is  not  

done today."  

The other  user  again :  

"The secur i t y  problem is  sor ted as we 
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sa id. "  

A lpha:  

" I  understand tha t ,  but  I  just  want  to  g ive 

my people a f i rm t ime  that  we a l l  can go 

rest . "   

A lpha:   

"We cannot  wai t  t i l l  10 p.m.   We need to  

do i t  now."  

The other  user  says :  

" I  sa id the very same th ing.   I  want  to  say 10 

the same th ing.  And they responded.  The 

sto len  conta iners  cannot  be amongst  the  

f i rs t  to  go out . "  

A lpha:   

"Boss,  I  do not  understand about  a l l  th is .   

P lease just  g ive me t ime.   Our people wi l l  

get  i t .   We just  asking for  a s t ra ight  

answer. ”  

A lpha:  

“They should be able to  conf i rm."  20 

So both screenshots we are tak ing on the 20 t h .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  ask?  The t ime stamps here ,  

is  i t  rea l  t ime or  do we need to ad just  or  is  i t  South  Af r ican 

t ime? 

WITNESS J :    Th is i t  is  the real  t ime.   I t  is  the t ime that  i t  
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was taken.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So we do not  need to adjust?  

WITNESS J :    No,  we do not  need to adjust .   May I  p lease 

expla in the reason of  adjust ing ?  We have communicat ion s 

where you wi l l  see at  the end of  the t ime i t  has bracket ,  i t  

has UTC.  That  is  i t  is  a  g lobal  t ime zone ,  so whereby when 

you check that  g lobal  t ime,  South Af r ica  is  ahead wi th two 

hours.   So i f  i t  says to us UTC plus zero,  we need to add 

two.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  10 

WITNESS J :    But  i f  i t  says SAST,  so i t  is  South  Af r ican 

standard t ime,  then i t  is  correct .   That  that  you see is  the 

correct  t ime.   Or  i f  i t  g ives us p lus two,  i t  means i t  is  

correct .   I t  now added those two hours.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    So th is  does not  say anyth ing about  the UTC.  

So th is  is  the correct  t ime,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

WITNESS J :     

“ [24]   The above screenshots are both  20 

dated 2021-05-20 (stuff ) .   I t  is  ment ioned 

when the unident i f ied user  on the f i rs t  

screenshot  ment ions ,  "There is  no  in  an 

out  movement  at  cour t  dur ing that  t ime.   I  

have been on thei r  case to work  now,  
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boss.   Zulus are stubborn.   They are  

te l l ing  me I  am panick ing unnecessary.   

They wi l l  get  the  stuff  out .   I t  is  just  a  

mat ter  of  t ime."   On the second 

screenshot ,  the unident i f ied  user  

ment ions,  "Boss I  just  spoke to the guy 

and he says by a l l  means today is  D -day.   

The c l ient 's  t ransporter  i s  booked for  

tomorrow.   They wi l l  a l low some 

conta iners to  go  out  f i rs t .   Thei r  sh i f t  10 

ends at  10 p.m.   They acknowledged the 

type of  heat  that  is  coming i f  th is  is  not  

done today."  

[25]   This user  makes ment ion o f  heat  

that  is  coming,  which suggests tha t  there 

was pressure to obta in what  was in  the  

conta iner.   And again,  the conversat ions,  

i t  is  c lear  that  the user  had people who 

are  s i t t ing at  the Port  o f  Durban who 

were assist ing to  get  the conta iner  and 20 

these contents re leased.   The conta iner  

was due to be p icked up on the 2021 -05-

21,  as per  the message o f  the 

unident i f ied user  ment ion ing t ransporter  

is  booked for  tomorrow. ”  
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On page 10 we a lso have two screenshots.   I  wi l l  s tar t  wi th  

the one on the  le f t .   The other  unident i f ied  user  says  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  supposed to . . . [ ind ist inct ]  f ind the 

. . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

WITNESS J :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Anybody e lse who st i l l  has . . . [ ind is t inct ]?  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

ADV POOE :    You must  be protected f rom Commissioner  

Khumalo . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   P lease cont inue ,  Wi tness J.   

You were to  star t  wi th  the screenshot  on  the  le f t  on  the top  

of  page 11.  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Chai rperson.   [ Ind ist inct  –  cross ta lk ing] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry.   I  am sorry,  top of  page 10,  I  

am sorry.  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Chai rperson,  on page 10 w e star t  wi th  20 

an unident i f ied user.   I t  says:  

“G i ve me a moment  to  check . ”  

And th is  was in  reply of  A lpha.   I f  you check that  

communicat ion,  i t  says A lpha,  i t  says :  

"My guy says the t ruck should be there 
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now."  

So th is  communicat ion by the other  user  that  says g ive me 

a moment  to  check ,  i t  was a reply to  that  message by A lpha .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :    So,  i t  cont inues .   The other  unident i f ied user  

says:  

"Boss,  the dr iver  deta i l s  s t i l l  have  not  

been loaded yet .   The guys are  

moni to r ing the app and the fork l i f t  guy is  

our  guy. "   10 

A lpha:  

"Can you get  the  k icks of  the conta iner  

and seal? ”  

A lpha:  

“The longer  you take wi th i t ,  the more 

nervous they get . "  

The second screenshot  on the r ight -hand s ide,  A lpha :  

"So i t  is  not  going  to happen today ?"  

Alpha …[ intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    Before we proceed ,  Wi tness J,  can you star t  20 

wi th the one they are responding to?  

WITNESS J :    This message that  says ,  so i t  i s  not  going to 

happen today,  was in  reply of  another  message .   I f  you 

check on top ,  there is  a message that  says :  

"Boss,  the dr iver  deta i l s  s t i l l  have  not  
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been loaded yet .   The guys are  

moni to r ing the app and the fork l i f t  guy is  

our  guy. "   

Let  us go back to the screenshot  on  the le f t -hand s ide .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :    That  was sent  by the person that  we d id not  

ident i fy  before.   So now we have ident i f ied to see who was 

that  person.   So now we have ident i f ied that  person as 

Phi l ipp P le in  now.   So now we can conf i rm to  say th is  

conversat ion is  between Alpha and Phi l ipp P le in.   10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    i s  there another  possib i l i ty  that  the 

conversat ion was forwarded to Phi l ipp P le in or  a screenshot  

of  a  conversat ion  wi th Phi l ipp P le in was forwarded to the  

other  user?  How do you ar r ive at  the conclusion that  the 

other  user  –  so le t  us go to the screen,  the chat  on the le f t ,   

the one that  says,  boss the dr iver  deta i l s .   Why do you 

conclude that  tha t  is  Phi l ipp P le in  and not  that  something  

Phi l ipp P le in  sa id was forwarded to th is  person ?  Do you 

fo l low what  I  am saying?  

WITNESS J :    No,  I  fo l low,  Chai rperson.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   So on the r ight ,  the f i rs t  chat ,  

you have ident i f ied that  person as Phi l ipp P le in.   

WITNESS J :    That  is  correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    My quest ion  is ,  looking at  that ,  how 

do you conclude that  the other  person who has been 
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communicat ing w i th A lpha is  Phi l ipp P le in?  How do you 

ar r ive at  that  conclusion?  Because i t  is  possib le that  

Phi l ipp P le in forwarded that  to  the other  user.    And the 

other  user  is  then communicat ing wi th A lpha the same 

message.    Do you get  what  I  mean?  

WITNESS J :    I  do get ,  Commissioner .   Except  fo r  the t ime ,  

le t  us  go th rough the metadata  on the screenshots  in  the  

. . . [ ind ist inct ] .   Let  us check the date f i rs t .   I t  says  2021-05-

21.   The t ime is  18 :14:09.   Then le t  us  go to the  second 

screenshot .   I t  is  the same date.    10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

WITNESS J :    2021-05-21.   The t ime is  18 :21:14 seconds.   

So i t  is  same date,  just  minutes apart .   And whatever that  is  

sa id here,  i t  was said by Phi l ipp P le in  because i f  you 

compare  th is  in  the communicat ion,  i t  shows that  i t  was 

Phi l ipp P le in .   Other  than th is ,  I  wi l l  not  conf i rm to say i t  

was another  person who was . . . [ ind ist inct ]  but  I  can conf i rm 

to say th is  Phi l ipp  P le in .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because i t  does  not  expla in why he is  

suddenly ident i f ied wi th in a  minute of  a l l  these 20 

communicat ions ,  but  throughout ,  nowhere again do you see 

the name Phi l ipp P le in .   So i t  looks l ike i t  is  e i ther  a  

screenshot  that  is  fo rwarded or  somebody fo rwarded a 

message  by Ph i l ipp P le in  to  th is  other  user,  who then 

communicated wi th A lpha.   Can we exclude that  poss ib i l i ty?  
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WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  I  d isagree because i f  we look 

back to  the f i rs t  screenshots,  do we agree that  on  the f i rs t  

communicat ion,  th is  other  unident i f ied user,  we  have not  

ident i f ied h im as Phi l ipp P le in  yet .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :    You see,  he says g ive  me a  moment  to  check ,  

he was reply ing to the person that  appears on top,  which is 

A lpha.   Even th is  s ide A lpha is  reply ing to the person that  

was communicat ing wi th h ere.   So i t  appears to  say that  

person was Phi l ipp P le in .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC : :    Can I  maybe not  t ry  and offer  another  

possib le ind icat ion here,  i s  where  –  Chai r,  you had the r ight  

way fo r  i t .   Where you are reply ing to  a text ,  to  the  body of  

a  text  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  l ike the  technology,  bu t  I  was 

descr ip t i ve.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    For  example,  i f  you look at  where i t  says,  

the very f i rs t  message on the r ight ,  t here is  Phi l ipp P le in  at  20 

the top,  and then there is :  

“Boss,  the dr iver  deta i ls  s t i l l  have  not  

been loaded yet… "   

And so on and so on.   That  is  ident ica l  to  what  is  on the  

le f t ,  the screenshot  on the le f t .   So what  is  on the r ight -
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hand s ide is  an ind icat ion that  A lpha is  responding to the 

ident ica l  message on the le f t .   So ja ,  what  you do is  just  to 

press on that  message and then t here is  usual ly  an ar row 

that  points to  the  s ide to show tha t  as you press and t here 

is  that  ar row,  then you are basica l ly  showing that  you are 

responding to tha t  message.    

 And wi th WhatsApp now you can just  s l ide the  

message to the r ight ,  you just  s l ide i t  l ike that  and that  

automat ica l l y  shows that  you are responding to that  

message as wel l .   And so that  message wi l l  be ref lected and 10 

the text  is  exact ly  the same as the text  to  which you are 

responding to.    

 Now above th is  one,  where i t  shows that  A lpha is  

responding to the  message on the le f t ,  above that  message 

we see fo r  the f i rs t  t ime Phi l ipp  P le in .   I t  is  that  tha t  seems 

to ind icate,  I  am saying seems to ind icate  because 

Commissioner Khumalo is  ra is ing an issue.   But  because 

there is  Phi l ipp P le in ,  i t  shows that  or  seems to show that  a  

message on the le f t  that  i s  ident ica l  was wr i t ten by  Phi l ipp  

P le in ,  even though we do not  see Phi l ipp P le in  on that  20 

message.   

WITNESS J :    Chai rperson?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

WITNESS J :    May I  a lso add …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  but  is  there  not  a  language or  
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technology for  technologica l  language as opposed to the 

descr ip t i ve language that  I  have used …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  do not  want  to  compl icate your l i fe .  I  

th ink a l l  I  wanted to exclude was the possib i l i t y  that  Phi l ipp 

P le in  is  that  th i rd  person.   So i f  you saying Phi l ipp P le in  i s  

the same person that  A lpha was communicat ing wi th 

throughout ,  then I  am sat is f ied.   So I  do not  know what  I  get  

in to the too techn ica l  aspects of  your  work.  

WITNESS J :    Another  point  that  I  wanted to make,  

Commissioner  …[intervenes] .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  was a lso  not  d ismissing what  you 

are,  which is  why I  am using seems,  seems.   Yes,  yes,  yes.  

WITNESS J :    Can we check the f i rs t  screenshot  on the le f t -

hand s ide below,  nervous,  t here is  t ime le f t  that  says 18:09 .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :    That  18:09.   Le t  us go to the second 

screenshot .   I f  you go about  th is  message .   There is  18:09  

there,  check on th is  message now,  so i t  is  not   go ing to 

happen.   I t  is  18:09.  So i t  ind icates the cont inuat ion of  the  

communicat ion.   So these were the two people that  a re  20 

communicat ing.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    Phi l ipp P le in  now,  because a l ready I  have  

ident i f ied to say the other  person  is  Phi l ipp P le in ,  says:  

“O ther  companies are co l lect ing as the  
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down stack reduced and boxes move 

down,  we wi l l  get  the k i cks. ”  

Phi l ipp P le in  i s  answer ing now the point  by  A lpha tha t  says :   

“So i t  is  not  going  to happen  today?"  

So i t  was A lpha who was saying:  

“So i t  is  not  going  to happen today?”  

His response,  Phi l ipp P le in  says:  

"B ig companies do not  usual ly  want  to  

incur  unnecessary cost .   I t  wi l l  p robably  

be a b i t  la te r.   Do Bar low not  run  a 24-10 

hours log ist i cs serv ices desk ?  They 

should be able  to  upload the  dr iver  

deta i ls  at  any moment . "  

A lpha:  

" I t  is  very important  to  get  the p ics  ASAP.   

Other  th ings are  running th rough thei r  

heads.   I  th ink your  Customs guys need 

to take th is  ser iously,  everyth ing  is  a  

excuse. ”  

A lpha:  20 

“ I  need that  p ics  of  conta iner  and seals  

so I  can a lso take pressure off  me. ”  

Phi l ipp P le in :  

"On i t ,  boss" .  

Page 6:  
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“The above screenshot s were saved on 

2021-05-21,  and the fo l lowing is  

ment ioned by an unident i f ied user  on the 

f i rs t  screenshot ,  "Boss the dr iver  deta i ls  

s t i l l  have  not  been loaded yet .   The guys 

are moni tor ing the app and the  fork l i f t  

guy is  our  guy. ”   This is  another  

ind icat ion that  there are employees at  the  

por t  who are assist ing the user  to  get  the  

conta iner.   There is  a ment ion of  the 10 

conta iner  and seal  by A lpha on the same 

screenshot .   The seal ,  i t  is  a  locking 

device used to  secure the conta iner  

doors dur ing t ransi t  and storage.   They 

request  a p ic ture of  the conta iner  and 

seal ,  so to conf i rm i f  the conta iner  that  

has stuff  i s  s t i l l  there and not  tampered 

wi th.   On the second screenshot  is  a lso 

dated 2021-05-21.   I  then ident i f ied who 

the other  user  i s  on  thei r  rep ly by  A lpha 20 

ment ion ing ,  "So i t  is  not  going to happen 

today?"   This was a reply to  a message 

by the user  ind icated as Phi l ipp  P le in .   

A lpha was under  p ressure,  as ind icated 

on the second screenshot ,  where he 
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ment ions,  " I t  is  very important  to  get  the  

p ics ASAP.   Other  th ings are running 

through thei r  heads.   I  th ink your Custom 

guys need to  take th is  ser ious .   

Everyth ing is  a excuse" ,  fo l lowed by the  

message,  " I  need that  p ics o f  the  

conta iner  and seal  so I  can a lso take 

pressure off  me."  

Page 11,  the f i rs t  screenshot  on the  le f t ,  Phi l ipp P le in :  

“On i t ,  Boss. ”   10 

A lpha:  

"When col lect ing  a conta iner,  do you 

need to upload the dr iver?   Do you need 

to upload dr iver 's  deta i ls?"  

A lpha:  

"No,  A lpha,  only the company" .  

A lpha:  

“The t ransporter  must  register  a l l  h is  

t rucks. "  

A lpha:  20 

"This is  how i t  works.   Somebody is  

bul l sh i t t ing you again. ”  

A lpha:  

"Boss,  I  am get t ing real l y  nervous now.   

How come your guys do not  know th is?"  
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A lpha:  

"P lease just  go to conta iner  and open 

and take the stuff . "  

A lpha:  

" I  am te l l ing you we are  going to have 

b ig,  b ig,  b ig sh i t  i f  we do not  g ive th is  

stuff  today.   We made a  lo t  o f  p romises 

and not  del ivered. "  

So the last  message,  i t  was a reply that  appears  on the 

second screenshot .   The message was that :  10 

"When col lect ing a conta iner …"   

I t  was f rom Alpha :  

"When col lect ing  a conta iner,  do you 

need to upload the dr iver 's  deta i l s?"   

Then the second screenshot  says,  even here i t  is  a  reply,  

but  we cannot  see c lear ly,  but  the last  words were :  

“Anyth ing anymore. "    

So I  take to say i t  is  where A lpha was saying :  

“You cannot  t rust  anyth ing anymore. ”  

Phi l ipp P le in  says :  20 

"Just  g ive me a  moment ,  boss,  we wi l l  

get  them."  

A lpha:  

"P lease,  I  am begging you,  I  need you to  

open conta iner  and take th ings out  
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urgent ly. "  

A lpha:  

" I  just  do not  be l ieve th is  Custom guys 

anymore."  

A lpha:  

" I f  those conta iners are gone,  me and 

you are in  b ig sh i t . "   

Phi l ipp P le in :  

"Those conta iners  are st i l l  there,  boss. "  

So both screenshots were taken on the same day,  on the 10 

21 s t  o f  05 2021.  The f i rs t  screenshot  was taken at  1 8:25:40.   

The second screenshot  is  2021 -05-21,  18:31:59:  

“ [27]   The above screenshots were both 

saved on the  21 -05-2021.   There  is  a 

ment ion of  conta iner,  d rugs and stuff .   

A lpha,  on one o f  the messages,  he  is  

saying,  "Boss,  I  am get t ing real l y  nervous 

now.  How come your guys do not  know 

th is?  P lease just  go to conta iner  and 

open and take the stuff .   I  am te l l ing you 20 

we are going to have b ig sh i t ,  we do not  

g ive th is  stuff  today.   We have made a lo t  

o f  p romises and not  del i vered."   The 

messages are ind icat ion that  Tumelo 

Nku,  now we know that  is  Phi l ipp P le in  
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f rom the conversat ions ,  was in  the 

v ic in i t y  of  the Port  in  Durban as he is  

inst ructed to open the conta iner  and take 

the stuff .   On the…” …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sor ry,  sorry,  sor ry.   How do we know that  

Phi l ipp P le in i s  Tumelo Nku?  I  missed that  par t .  

WITNESS J :    How do we know tha t  Phi l ipp P le in i s  Tumelo  

Nku? 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :    Chai rperson,  i t  wi l l  be expla ined and 10 

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  s t i l l  coming?  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  i t  is  s t i l l  coming .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

WITNESS J :    I  was saying th is  because I  a l ready ident i f ied 

to say.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am asking because at  the beginning,  

you kept  saying the other  person,  the other  person.  Okay,  

thank you.  

WITNESS J :     20 

“On the second screenshot ,  Phi l ipp P le in 

(Tumelo  Nku)  ment ions ,  "Just  p lease g ive 

me a moment ,  boss,  we wi l l  get  them."   

A lpha ment ions,  "P lease,  I  am begging 

you,  I  need you to open conta iner  and 
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take th ings  out  urgent ly.   I f  those 

conta iners are gone ,  me and you are in  

b ig sh i t , "  there was pressure coming f rom 

Alpha pushing Phi l ipp P le in to  go open 

the conta iner  and get  the stuff  u rgent ly.   I  

am of  the suspic ions that  the contents  

were successfu l l y  ret r ieved on 2021 -05-

01.  

[28]    There were never any screenshot  

saved on 2021-05-22 and 2021-05-23.   10 

That  is  why I  am saying I  am of  the  

suspic ion to say those contents  were 

ret r ieved on the 21 s t .   There was never 

any pressure to  come to Phi l ipp P le in 

af ter  that .   And the movement  of  Tumelo 

Nku through these devices ind icated that  

he was back in  Gauteng f rom the 2021 -

05-23. ”  

I  have requested that  i f  t ime permi ts ,  we can f lag the 

movement  to  conf i rm what  I  am ta lk ing about  here to say he 20 

was in  Durban,  he  was in  Gauteng.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So before we do th is ,  i f  you are  able to  

answer the quest ion,  f rom your exper ience,  do a person l i ke  

Nku,  I  mean we see in  these exchanges A lpha saying go to 

the conta iner  and just  take.   How does i t  happen that  a  
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pr ivate person l ike Nku,  and does i t  happen in  fact ,  can go 

to a conta iner,  open,  take out ,  and then,  wi thout  being  

detected,  is  tha t  par t  o f  your  exper ience,  that  pr ivate  

ind iv iduals can do that ,  have that  k ind of  answers?  

WITNESS J :    I  wi l l  say in  th is  case  of  Tumelo Nku,  

Commissioner ,  Tumelo was once an employee of  Transnet .   

He might  have connect ions,  maybe to go ins ide the por ts  

and get  assistance to open the conta iner  and take those 

stuff .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.  10 

WITNESS J :    Yes,  because he was once an employee of  

Transnet .   He might  have that  c lose re lat ionships wi th other  

employees who are st i l l  a t  Transnet .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Okay,  thank you.  

WITNESS J :    29 …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You wanted to f lag something.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  ja ,  ja .  

WITNESS J :    This i s  in fo rmat ion that  we get  f rom the 

serv ice provider,  Vodacom.   So i f  we request  the cel l  data  

record,  we normal ly  request  the data report  us ing a ce l l  20 

phone number.   So that  would be the cel l  phone number,  the  

one that  says MSISDA,  that  i s  a  ce l l  phone number of  

Tumelo.  So above the IMEI  numbers ,  so i t  shows that  that  

phone was –  a  ce l l  phone number,  sorry,  was used was 

used on  those phones.    
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 So somet imes i f  you see two IMEI  numbers,  i t  could  

be one device,  but  has dual  s im  cards.   So i f  i t  does  not  

have a dual  s im  card,  i t  wi l l  on ly g ive us one IMEI  number.  

So th is  is  the in format ion that  we get .  Then we conf i rm th is  

wi th what  the analyst  f rom DFI  has ind icated to us to say 

th is  phone has th is  IMEI  number,  and then you can conf i rm 

to say th is  i s  the same phone.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :     The second SIM,  could i t  be an e -

SIM,  not  necessar i ly  a card ? 10 

WITNESS J :    Which s im card,  Commissioner?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because you said when you see the  

MSI  mul t ip le ,  i t  could mean they are using two SIM cards.  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  i t  could be that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  I t  could be  …[intervenes] .  

WITNESS J :    [ Ind ist inct ]… refer r ing to the  IMEI  numbers 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    IMEI ,  ja .  

WITNESS J :    I f  you see there is  two d i f ferent  IMEI  

numbers,  i t  is  one device,  but  two s im cards.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Two? 

WITNESS J :    Yes .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

WITNESS J :       
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h    

  

    

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us hope the record ing w i l l  not  be 

affected.  

WITNESS J :    Oh,  f rom my voice?  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am too scared now.  

WITNESS J :             
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CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :       

   

   

 

  

 

  20 

  .    

  .   .   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :    You can go to 29:  

“Phi l ipp P le in is  the username that  was 

used by Tumelo Nku,  as the screenshot s 

were f rom his device .   The cel l  phone 

number    was used by a 

Tumelo Nku on one of  the devices 

downloaded,  a Samsung SM G 985,  and 

analys is of  both h is  ce l l  phone numbers  

is  p lac ing both  numbers in  the same 20 

v ic in i t y  at  the same t ime . ”  

We were deal ing wi th the   Even i f  we were to open the 

 i t  would g ive  us the same locat ion :  

“The number was searched on the  

Truecal le r  appl icat ion,  and i t  shows that  
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i t  was saved as Phi l ipp P le in .   A lso  

dur ing the analys is on the gal lery of  

Tumelo Nku,  I  d iscovered images of  h im 

wear ing a c loth ing brand Phi l ipp P le in. ”  

So i t  is  a  c lo th ing  brand I  th ink he l ikes i t  too much.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :     So when we see that  PP in  h is  t -

sh i r t ,  i t  is  that  shor t  for  a Phi l ipp P le in.   Let  us educate  

Chai r.  

ADV BALOYI SC : :    So we conf i rm that  i t  is  h im in  th is  

p ic ture? 10 

WITNESS J :    This is  the Tumelo Nku on the p icture.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    Th is is  Tumelo Nku on the p icture.   Even on 

my presentat ion,  those two p ictures is  the same person as 

Tumelo Nku on the presentat ion.  

ADV POOE :    We can see where  th is  p ic tu re comes f rom,  

the second p icture.  

WITNESS J :    I t  comes f rom his gal le ry.   I t  comes f rom his 

gal lery.   The one on the le f t ,  I  took just  a  screenshot  to  

ind icate to  say why the conversat ion went  True cal le r.   I t  20 

shows that  the number,  somebody saved that  i t  is  Phi l ipp  

P le in.  

ADV POOE :    And then just  before we go to th e 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC : :    Raise your vo ice just  in  case.  
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ADV POOE :    Just  before we go to th is ,  when you were  

expla in ing how Mr Nku had access to the . . . [ ind ist inct ]  you 

ment ioned  that  he was once an employee of  Transnet .   This 

is  not  before you at  the moment .   I t  is  in  h is  statement .   He 

gave us a CV.   I t  does  not  say anyth ing about  Transnet .   

How did you d iscover that  he was once an employee of  

Transnet?  

WITNESS J :    I  got  i t  f rom the invest igat ing off i cer.  

ADV POOE :    We can proceed wi th paragraph 30.  

WITNESS J :     10 

“The cel l  phone data records of  Tumelo 

Nku were analysed together  wi th the  

screenshot  f rom the Threema appl icat ion 

that  was saved,  and i t  conf i rms my 

suspic ions wi th regard to  the successfu l  

re t r ieval  o f  the  conta iner.   On the 

screenshot ,  A lpha ment ions that  " I  wi l l  

have your balance ready around four  or  

f ive. "  

Again,  A lpha :  20 

“We want  to  p ick up . ”   

And Phi l ipp P le in  ment ioned the fo l lowing :  

“ I  can p ick up ,  boss . ”  

Fol lowed by the message:  

“But  le t  us make i t  even morning.   I  wi l l  
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be affected by t raff ic ,  as I  s t i l l  need to  

fe tch my wi fe. "   

Analys is of  the cel l  phone data records 

ind icate that  Tumelo Nku was in  the 

v ic in i t y  of  Bedford area on the 2021 -05-

25 around 8  a.m. ,  which is  the fo l lowing 

day af ter  the conversat ion on the below 

screenshots.   This below screenshot  was 

taken on the 24 t h . ”   

So the fo l lowing day was,  Tumelo was in  the v ic in i ty  of  10 

Bedfords.   Because i f  you check A lpha says :  

" I  have your balance  ready. "   

Tumelo somewhere says again  I  can fetch i t ,  le t  us  rather  

make i t  tomorrow  morning.   So,  to  me,  i t  is  suggested that  

tomorrow morning wi l l  be the 25 t h ,  so I  had to check h is  

movement  on the  25 t h .   Then I  d iscovered to say on the 

25 t h ,  he was in  Bedford .    

 On Alpha,  af te r  ident i fy ing A lpha to see who Alpha 

is ,  he had an address on h is prof i le  of  Bedford.   Reading 

the WhatsApp chat ,  he made an appointment  wi th  Tumelo  20 

about  another  restaurant  Andicc io,  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  i t  is  

correct ,  Andicc io .   There is  an  Andicc io restaurant  in  

Bedford.  

ADV POOE :    So,  was your suspic ion that  they met  in  

Bedford,  the two?  
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WITNESS J :    I t  was conf i rmed.   Not  on ly  my suspic ion .   Ja,  

not  on my suspic ion because h is locat io n is  p lac ing  h im in 

Bedford.   We know that  he does not  s tay in  Bedford,  yes.  

ADV POOE :    And then in  te rms o f  the screenshot  i tse l f ,  i t  

speaks about  your  balance being ready.   I t  may be obvious ,  

but  what  a re you speaking about?"  

WITNESS J :    He is  ta lk ing about  money that  was due to 

Tumelo,  for  what  he d id.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you.  

WITNESS J :    And . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  10 

ADV POOE :    Thank you.  

WITNESS J :    On page 14,  i t  i s  where  I  was p lot t ing the  

locat ion of  Tumelo.   I f  we check on the keys on the le f t ,  i t  is  

on the 25 t h .   So those locat ions in  p ink are Tumelo 's  ce l l  

phones,  wi th in the v ic in i ty  of  Bedford.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Bedfordview?  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Bedfordview,  which we now know that  

A lpha was resid ing in  Bedfordview.  

WITNESS J :     

“ [31]   On the same date 2021-05-24 there  20 

was another  screenshot  saved on the  

device of  Tumelo Nku ,  which had an 

image that  was taken f rom the  computer  

screen and was sent  through Phi l ipp 

P le in/Tumelo Nku.   This screenshot  
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makes ment ion  of  P ier  1  and 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  West  Af r ica. ”  

WITNESS J :    Page 15.   So the f i rs t  screenshot ,  i f  we check 

on top,  i t  shows that  i t  is  an image that  was taken f rom the 

computer  screen.   So i t  had deta i l s  where  A lpha says :  

“Pier  1,  Vessel  Coast  West  Af r ica . ”  

A lpha again:  

“P lease get  back to me st ra ight . ”  

So P ier  1 and Vessel  Coast  Af r i ca is  conta ined on that  

screenshot .   I t  is  a  p i ty  we cannot  zoom i t  enough everyone 10 

to see,  but  i t  is  conta ined f rom that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  before you cont inue,  how do you 

know that  A lpha leaves . . . [ ind ist inc t ]?  

WITNESS J :    From the provider  to  me,  i t  is  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   

Let  me just  expla in i t .   Wi th Tumelo Nku,  I  had an ID 

number of  h im because he was ar rested.   Obviously,  he  

furn ished h is ID number.   But  wi th  A lpha,  as we are going to  

get ,  I  found a WhatsApp chat  between Tumelo Nku,  saved 

wi th h is  ce l l  phone number because WhatsApp uses the cel l  

phone number and the name.    20 

 So i t  is  TN,  TN stands for  Tumelo Nku,  accord ing to 

my observat ion,  i t  is  Tumelo Nku ,  then wi th th is  other  

person.   So f rom thei r  conversat ion ,  I  could see the way he 

greets th is  person is  the same as what  appears on those 

Threema screenshots ,  sa lams boss.  
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 Then I  took that  ce l l  phone number,  there is  a ce l l  

phone number,  then I  went  to  the SAPS system to prof i le  

that  number.   So that  number,  i t  shows that  A lpha  had a 

f i rearm,  he used that  number.   So af ter  generat ing that  

prof i le ,  he d id no t  only use that  number whi le  obta in ing h is  

f i rearm l icence,  but  even at  Home Affa i rs ,  he used that  

number.  

 So i t  is  conf i rmed to say i t  is  h is  number.   Then the 

names i t  says,       

Iby is  f rom that  name,    So that  is  how I  conf i rm to 10 

say th is  i s  the same person.   Then again,  checking,  reading 

h is p rof i le ,  h is  address is  in  Bedfordview.   Andicc io  is  in  

Bedford.    

 So Tumelo went  to  Bedford,  though he does not  

ment ion to come to Bedford,  but  Tumelo went  to  Bedford to 

co l lect  the balance.   So to me,  i t  makes sense to say th is  

person is  the same person that  Tumelo was meet ing in  

Bedford.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    P lease g ive  the fu l l  name again.   

Sor ry,  sorry,  sorry.    20 

WITNESS J :    .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought  you were going to  say overn ight  

that  your  locat ion  would be at  Bedfordview most  n ights  or  

something l i ke that .    
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then how did you arr ive at  the 

conclusion that  th is   i s  Iby?  Because you then 

said so much about  Iby.    

WITNESS J :    Iby is  taken f rom   There is  a name 

   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :    So I  took i t  to  say th is  Iby is  f rom th is  shor t  

for  f rom    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    Yes.  10 

ADV POOE :    Just  for  the record,  you ment ioned that  you 

were p ick ing up h is number.   Can you go to WJY?  I t  is  to 

conf i rm …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

ADV POOE :    Wai t .   Sorry.   I t  is  the same f i le .   Remember,  

we changed how we refer  to  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  the annexures .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us not  ment ion,  le t  us not  ment ion 

what  i s  on there ,  p lease.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You mean JJ1?  That  says JJ1.  

ADV POOE :    Sor ry  …[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]…  le t  us deal  wi th  WJ.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    See,  I  ca l led i t  JJ.  

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]… WJ.    

ADV POOE :    Is  i t  s t i l l  there?  We d id not  see the  

par t ic ipants.   Perhaps to star t  by,  what  i s  WJ 1?   
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WITNESS J :    Let  me see WJ1.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do not  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .    

ADV POOE :    Yes,  what  is  that  document?   

WITNESS J :    Okay.   This i s  an ext ract ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  happened?  I  hope i t  is  not  a  

power fa i lure.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us stop and make sure that  the  

record ing has not  been affected .   So p lease,  ja .   Where are 

our  technica l  people?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  the l ights are  is  s t i l l  on.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]… So then not  to  waste t ime,  

maybe le t  us  just  take the adjournment  whi ls t  th is  i s  being 

f ixed,  and we come and . . . [ ind ist inc t ] .   Let  us adjourn .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us star t  for  real  now.   Wi tness J,  you 

were in  the process of  tak ing us th rough that  screenshot  o r  

something,  top le f t .  

ADV POOE :    Cha i r,  we were deal ing wi th WJ1.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  20 

ADV POOE :    Wi tness J had expla ined that  they went  to  the 

WhatsApps to go and prof i le  Iby Boss.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :    And I  just  wanted h im to just  conf i rm that  that  

is  the number tha t  they used to pro f i le .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  a t  WJ1.  

ADV POOE :    I t  is  page 1 of  the annexures.    

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  a lo t  on  there.   Where exact ly  i s  

the number?   

WITNESS J :    Par t ic ipants.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Okay.    

ADV POOE :    So,  Wi tness J,  is  that  the number that  you 

prof i led?   

WITNESS J :    That  is  correct .   There i t  s ta r ts  wi th 27.   So,  

27  stands for  zero.   So,  i t  i s    .   So,  that  10 

number,  i t  be longs to   How did I  get  to  know that  i t  

be longs to ?  I  took the number and used the SAPS 

system to generate a prof i le .    

 Let  us just  see the  prof i le  of    This is  the  

prof i le  of    So,  th is  is  the la test  one.   I f  you check 

the date,  i t  says 2026 -05-21.   I  do  have two prof i les .   There  

is  another  one,  o ld one.   Then you see where i t  says,  then 

l ine and mobi le  number.   So,  we can generate a  prof i le  

us ing a mobi le  number,  f i rearm or  vehic le regist rat ion 

number,  per  s ide,  you see on there?  Passport  number.   We 20 

can use those to generate a prof i le .    

 Then le t  us go down.   You see where i t  says f i rearm 

system?  So,  i t  is  a  SAPS system.   So,  that  number was 

used on a SAPS system.   So,  that  i s  why we have h is  

p ic ture on f i rearm system.   The off ic ia l  image f rom 
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populat ion register,  th is  is  in fo rmat ion f rom Home Affa i rs .   

So,  le t  us go down.   Go down.   Just  move down.   Down,  

down.   I t  is  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.    

WITNESS J :    Let  us go back.   Go down  again .   Go down.   

We see th is  number.   There i t  i s .   .   On the 

s ide,  i t  says populat ion register.   So,  meaning th is  number 

was used on the Home Affa i rs  system.   On the  far  r ight ,  i t  

says f i rearm system.   So,  i t  was used on our  system,  the  

SAPS system.   So,  he used th is  number whi le  f i l l i ng out  the 10 

forms or  apply ing  for  something.   So,  th is  conf i rms to say i t  

is  h is  number.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.    

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J .   We can then go back 

in to your statement .   And you were descr ib ing the contents 

of  the screenshot .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  so b lur ry.  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  i t  is .    

ADV POOE :    I t  is .    

WITNESS J :    So,  thanks,  Commissioner.   So,  on the  20 

screenshot  there  is  where i t  says Coast  West  Af r i ca.   So,  

A lpha says:  

“P ier  1,  Vessel  Coast  West  Af r ica. ”  

So,  he was g iv ing th is  in fo rmat ion to Phi l ipp P le in .   So,  

A lpha says:  
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“P lease get  back to me st ra ight  away. ”  

Phi l ipp P le in  says :  

“Boss,  can they not  get  P ier  2?  We are  

going to have to pul l  another  miss ion 

impossib le. ”  

A lpha says:  

“Look here,  the vessel  i s  a l ready set .   Let  

us do last  one,  P ier  1 .   We do a mission  

impossib le.   I  want  good pressure.   At  

least  we now know the system now. ”  10 

On the second screenshot ,  I  wi l l  just  focus on the last  

conversat ion  because . . . [ ind ist inct ]  be the one where he 

was saying,  Tumelo,  he has the balance ready.   So,  he 

says,  under . . . [ ind ist inct ]  message :  

“Can you get  me the l i s t  o f  vessels not  

going to P ier  1  urgent ly?  We have four  

conta iners ready. ”  

So,  the above screenshot ,  A lpha  ment ions P ier  1 ,  vessel  

Coast  West  Af r i ca  and p lease get  back to me st ra igh t  away.   

Phi l ipp P le in  repl ies by saying :  20 

“Boss,  can they  not  get  P ier  2?  We are  

going to have to pul l  another  miss ion 

impossib le. ”  

This suggests that  the previous ret r ieval  o f  the conta iner  

was not  s imple  s ince Phi l ipp P le in  is  ment ion ing that  they 
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wi l l  have to  pul l  another  miss ion impossib le.   The message 

f rom Alpha says:  

“Look here,  the vessel  i s  a l ready set .   Let  

us do last  one,  P ier  1 .   We do a mission  

impossib le.   I  want  good pressure.   At  

least  we now know the system now. ”  

And again,  on the second screenshot ,  A lpha ment ions the  

fo l lowing:  

“Can you get  me the l i s t  o f  vessels not  

going to P ier  1  urgent ly?  We have four  10 

conta iners ready. ”  

This message ind icates that  A lpha  has communicat ion wi th 

syndicates,  which  are responsib le of  p lac ing st uff  ins ide the 

conta iners.   And Tumelo Nku is  the one to fac i l i ta te the 

re lease of  those conta iners in  order  to  ret r ieve the st uff  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.   That  screenshot ,  top le f t  

on th is  page,  page 15 ,  where does that  come f rom?  The 

one ref lect ing the  name of  the vessel?   

WITNESS J :    Okay.   This one comes f rom Alpha.   As to  say 20 

where or ig inal l y  does i t  come f rom ,  I  wi l l  not  know.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  exact ly  …[intervenes] .  

WITNESS J :    Ja,  I  would not  know.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  exact ly  the la t te r  I  would 

. . . [ ind ist inct ] .  
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WITNESS J :    Yes,  because we are deal ing wi th  the device  

of  Tumelo Nku.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So you cannot  te l l .    

WITNESS J :    I  cannot  te l l ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  was put  to  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  Sebola or  

Mashaba that  th is  comes f rom Transnet .    

WITNESS J :    Sebola .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sebola.   Do you know …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  t here  is  one that  comes f rom 10 

Transnet .   This  one we cannot  say wi th  cer ta inty to  say i t  

comes f rom Transnet .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    There is  one that  comes f rom Transnet .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i t  is  not  th is  one?   

WITNESS J :    No,  i t  is  not  th is  one.   Page 16.   This  

screenshot  was saved 2021 -07-01 at  19:24:18.   I t  was f rom 

Threema.   I  be l ieve th is  is  the last  screenshot  f rom 

Threema.   So i t  was saved on the 1 s t  o f  Ju ly :  

“ I  on ly got  to  know now …”  20 

This is  A lpha saying:  

“ I  on ly got  to  know now. ”  

Phi l ipp P le in  says :  

“But  what  is  that  conta iner  carry ing? ”  

Phi l ipp P le in :  
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“No idea. ”  

No,  sorry,  A lpha:  

“No idea. ”  

A lpha again :  

“Behind door. ”  

Phi l ipp P le in  says :  

“Boss,  these people are real ly  making our  job 

impossib le by the  day. ”  

So Phi l ipp P le in  reply ing to the message by  A lpha where he 

said behind door :  10 

“Please ask them because i f  they loaded 

i t  on a car  o r  anyth ing that  can be mobi le  

f rom the conta iner,  i t  wi l l  be a  bust .   

Boss,  p lease . ”  

Phi l ipp P le in :  

“Boss,  p lease te l l  the people that  avoid 

any conta iners wi th meta l  or  anyth ing 

automobi le .   Only load goods or  sugar.   

Anyth ing that  goes to P ier  1 or  2 is  

workable.   Remember there was a  bust  a  20 

week ago.   Now we need to go off loading 

f rom t rucks again. ”  

The above screenshot  was saved on 2021 -07-01 and i t  was 

the last  conversat ion on Threema between Alpha,   

  and Phi l ipp P le in ,  Tumelo Nku.   As 
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the other  screenshot  is  a b lank image ,  that  is  the 

screenshot  that  was saved on the 7 t h .   I t  is  just  a  b lank 

image.   Phi l ipp P le in ,  Tumelo Nku is  asking  A lpha wi th a 

message:  

“But  what  is  that  conta iner  carry ing? ”  

When Alpha repl ied by saying :  

“No idea,  he gave behind door. ”  

Dur ing the conversat ion,  Phi l ipp  P le in ,  Tumelo Nku,  i s  

saying:  

“P lease ask them because i f  they loaded 10 

i t  on a car  o r  anyth ing that  can be mobi le  

f rom the conta iner,  i t  wi l l  be a bust . ”  

He says again,  Phi l ipp P le in :  

“Boss,  p lease te l l  the people that  avoid 

any conta iners wi th meta l  or  anyth ing 

automobi le .   Only load goods or  sugar.   

Anyth ing that  goes to  P ier  1 or  2 is  

workable.   Remember there was a  bust  a  

week ago.   Now we need to go off loading 

f rom t rucks again. ”  20 

The conversat ion ind icates that  there was another  conta iner  

dest ined for  the  por t  o f  Durban and Tumelo Nku was 

warning A lpha to avoid conta iners which would be car ry ing 

anyth ing wi th meta l  o r  automobi le ,  but  rather  use conta iners 

wi th goods or  sugar fo r  i t  to  be successfu l .   Tumelo Nku 
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ment ions that  there was a bust  a week ago ,  and th is  was in  

reference to the  Is ip ingo drug  bust  which occurred on 2021 -

06-22.    

 How did they come to  say i t  i s  th is  drug bust?  That  

screenshot  was saved on the 1st  o f  Ju ly.   So i f  you co unt ,  i t  

is  a  week ago,  th is  d rug bust  was done a week ago.   That  is  

why I  am saying  i t  is  Is ip ingo.   There was never  another  

drug bust  dur ing that  week :  

“ [34]  The use Iby…” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  before you go to 34.   At  that  page 10 

16,  what  does i t  mean that  i t  is  your  screenshot  here  star ts  

I  on ly got  to  know now ?  So obviously there was preceding 

conversat ions about  th is .   And when I  say what  does i t  

mean,  I  am asking f rom your perspect ive.   Does i t  mean you 

found noth ing on the devices that  precedes th is  

conversat ion because you d id not  ask or  just  was not  there?   

WITNESS J :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   That  is 

correct .   From reading th is  screenshot ,  you can te l l  that  

there was a conversat ion before the screenshot  was taken ,  

but  i t  is  not  there.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you do not  see i t  on the  

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS J :    No,  i t  is  not  there  on the device.   I t  is  not  

there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .  
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WITNESS J :    From the one of  the 24 t h ,  then i t  is  fo l lowed 

by th is  one of  Ju ly.   There was never any screenshot  around 

June wi th the  re lat ion to ,  or  nor  f rom Threema.   So th is  i s  

the last  one.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  th is  quest ion that  I  am asking is  

ra ised to chal lenge the re l iab i l i ty,  I  mean,  some of  the 

th ings we have heard is  people would say that  there has 

been a  select ive choice of  ext ract ion of  th is  in fo rmat ion.   I  

th ink th is  speaks for  i tse l f .   So i t  is  not  very . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   

You can see what  they are d iscussing.   So there are  10 

instances where  a person would say,  but  what  is  the 

context?  I f  you had the fu l l  context ,  you would understand 

th is  d i f fe rent ly.   But  something l i ke th is ,  how do you deal  

wi th  that  k ind of  c r i t ic ism?   

WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  I  would say he chose to save 

whatever that  he wanted to save at  that  t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.  

WITNESS J :    I  do not  have an answer to  say why was he 

saving those or  why was he choosing?  But  i t  is  h im who 

chose to save  …[intervenes] .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  am happy wi th that  answer,  that  a l l  

o f  th is  i s  what  he saved.   So he selected just  to  save  

…[intervenes] .   

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  
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ADV POOE :    In  re lat ion to the f i rs t  set  of  screenshots that  

happened ear l ie r  in  May,  you put  to  us that  i t  seemed to you 

that  there was a  successfu l  ext ract ion of  whatever  at  that  

t ime.   Now,  these ones f rom page 15,  is  th is  now re ference 

to a new . . . [ ind ist inct ]  based on what  you know?  

WITNESS J :    From page 15,  i f  we check the date,  i t  is  May.   

So i t  is  May the  24 t h .   So I  suspect  there was another  

conta iner  before th is  conversat ion of  the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l .   And I  

wi l l  say th is ,  th is  conversat ion ta lks about  the conta iner  that  

was recovered in  Aeroton.   Because there was never  10 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    Which one?   

WITNESS J :    This conversat ion of  the 1 s t .    

ADV POOE :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    Yes.   I t  re la tes to  the conta iner  that  was 

recovered in  Aeroton.   This  is  the last  Threema 

conversat ion regard ing the conta iner  in  P iers,  o r  P ier  1 or  

P ier  2.   So th is  is  the last  one where  they ta lk .   So you 

check,  i t  says behind the door,  f rom the in format ion  that  we 

got  f rom the invest igat ion off i cer,  even the people who were 20 

ar rested,  they sa id when they opened the door,  the drugs 

were there.  

 There is  p ic tu res in  Tumelo ’s  ga l le ry where you see 

the t ruck cap,  the whi te t ruck cap,  though there  are no 

drugs there,  but  he has those images.   So i t  shows to want  
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to  say th is  i s  where they are p lac ing those drugs.    

ADV POOE :    Jus t  for  completeness,  at  page 27,  a re those 

the images you are ta lk ing about?   

WITNESS J :    Ja ,  I  am ta lk ing about  those images.   Those 

images.    

ADV POOE :    And so i f  the screenshots f rom the 1 s t  o f  Ju ly 

are,  in  your  opin ion,  re lated to Aeroton,  the ones of  the 24 t h  

o f  May would be the second.    

WITNESS J :    That  is  correct .  

ADV POOE :    That  appears on the Threema . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  10 

WITNESS J :    That  is  correct .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And that ,  you say,  would have been 

successfu l  because they subsequent ly  d iscussed payment  

to  Phi l ipp P le in?   

WITNESS J :    Payment  was d iscussed on that  conta iner  

which was ret r ieved on the 31 s t  o f  May.   Yes,  payment  was 

…[intervenes] .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So that  one is  c losed,  then we move 

to June,  that  i s  the unsuccessfu l  one.  

WITNESS J :    Yes.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    There is  no inc ident ,  and then we 

come to Ju ly,  which is  Aeroton.    

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Commissioner.    
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…[intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :     
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WITNESS J :       

ADV POOE :       

WITNESS J :       

ADV POOE :    And . . . [ ind ist inct ]?  

WITNESS J :      The only  number 

that  he gave us,  i t  is  Warrant  Off i cer  Phakula ,  but  not  for  

the state phone.   Not  for  the state phone.   The d ispute was 

on h is ca l l  because he used a sta te phone .   By then I  d id  

not  know that  he  was using a sta te phone.   There  was a 

d ispute regard ing  those cal ls .    10 

 So la ter  on,  I  on ly received a pr in tout  f rom HR,  

because remember we are using state phones.   So on the 

state phone,  you can go to  f inance and request  the cal l  

s tatement .   So that  i s  how now I  made that  conclusion to 

say,  yes,  indeed,  he d id speak to h is  Commander,  Colonel  

Sephungu.   Even Colonel  Sephungu,  we d id check to say,  

okay,  indeed,  he d id speak to General  Khan.   So I  d id  not  

have sect ion 205,  l ike they cal l  data records.   I t  is  only 

pr in touts that  were handed over to  me.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J .   You can proceed.   You 20 

had just  deal t  wi th  that  . . . [ ind ist inc t ] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :            
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WITNESS J :           

 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :            
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h           

   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :     

WITNESS J :       

ADV POOE :    Okay.   We can proceed.  

WITNESS J :          

    

         

            

   

 

     

            

  

 

   

  20 
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ADV POOE :     

           

         

   

WITNESS J :     

CHAIRPERSON :    Can we p lease?  Your vo ice.   You,  Ms 

Pooe.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Are we st i l l  record ing  . . . [ ind ist inct ]?    

ADV POOE :        

 

   

          

   

WITNESS J :            
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CHAIRPERSON :          

     

WITNESS J :     

    

    

 

 

   

   

      

             

   

,        

            

    h       

  

CHAIRPERSON :     

WITNESS J :     

CHAIRPERSON :     

WITNESS J :       20 

     

 

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

WITNESS J :      

   



    18 JUNE 2026 – DAY 121 
 

Page 76  o f  143  

 

 

          

       

   

        

   

   

ADV BALOYI SC :          

   

WITNESS J :      

.   

CHAIRPERSON :     

             

 

WITNESS J :    I  fo l low.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   P lease cont inue then.  

WITNESS J :     
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Can I  cont inue?  10 

ADV POOE :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :     

      

       

 

       

  

      

 

    

       

       

   

      

        



    18 JUNE 2026 – DAY 121 
 

Page 79  o f  143  

 

 

 

ADV POOE :    Thanks,  Wi tness J.   You can then go back to 

where you were in  your  statement .   I t  is  page 70.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Should  we not  do 43 as wel l ,  so  that  

when you come back here and you star t  wi th  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  

WhatsApp chat  . . . [ ind ist inct ]?  

ADV POOE :    I  avoided to do that  because i t  in t roduces 

WhatsApp . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   A re we saying,  was 43 read?  

ADV POOE :    No.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  she says . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct [ .   Okay,  a l l  r ight .   Back to Ms 

Pooe.  

ADV POOE :    Page 17,  34.    

WITNESS J :    34?  

ADV POOE :    Perhaps . . . [ ind ist inct ]  s ta r t  –  you have 

expla ined how you matched Alpha wi th Iby  Boss and the  

prof i l ing.   So can you move past  that?  

WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  that  I  wanted to say,  maybe a  

quest ion wi l l  come to say th is  s ide  i t  says Iby wi th Eby and 20 

Iby.   So I  just  need to expla in th is .   On my presentat ion,  I  

d id  not  inc lude that .   Remember there was two WhatsApp 

chats on the s i te  on the f i rs t  page.  

 I  th ink i t  is  the f i rs t  screenshot .   I t  was wr i t ten as  

E-b-y.   But  i f  you check the WhatsApp conversat ion of  
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Tumelo and  i t  is  I -b -y.   So th is  person who is  

ca l l ing  Iby as E -b-y,  i t  is  another  person,  i t  is  not  Tumelo.   

But  he knows Alpha.   He is  in  communicat ion wi th Tumelo,  

a lso in  communicat ion wi th A lpha.   So he is  saying as E -b-y,  

Tumelo Is  saying  i t  as  I -b -y,  but  they are ta lk ing about  the  

same person.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So Tumelo is  I -b-y?  

WITNESS J :    Wi th Tumelo,  he is  saying as I -b-y.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    Wi th . . . [ ind ist inct ]  he  is  saying as E-b-y.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :    And just  for  the record,  that  is  page 8 of  the  

presentat ion ,  the  f i le  that  is  ca l led Voices,  i t  is  number 

 . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   Do you see tha t  page?   

WITNESS J :    Yes.    

ADV POOE :    I t  is  a lso pro jected.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay . . . [ ind ist inc t ] .   Ja?   

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Commissioners .   Here f rom th is ,  these 

are WhatsApp screenshots.   Then f rom th is  conversat ion,  

you can te l l  i t  is  not  Tumelo  who is  ta lk ing.   Because i f  i t  20 

was h im,  he would not  have ment ioned h imsel f  there.   Let  

us star t  wi th  the f i rs t  message.   I t  says :  

“Salams,  boss.   The lawyer sent  me a 

message to ask i f  the meet ing  wi th 

Mashaba and the  people happened.   Did 
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Tumi  or  Mashaba g ive you feedback? ”  

So I  could te l l  to  say th is  was not  Tumelo.   I t  was somebody 

e lse ta lk ing about  Tumelo and Mashaba.   Going to the other  

one:  

“My boss was in  a meet ing wi th  some 

head of  Hawks,  a guy cal led Mashaba 

and Tumi . ”  

I t  a lso conf i rms to say th is  is  no t  Tumelo.   I t  is  another  

person.   Hence,  th is  person saved  as  E -b-y.   

Tumelo saved as I -b-y.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And these messages you f ind on 

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS J :    Tumelo 's  phone.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

WITNESS J :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So they would  have been forwarded to 

h im.    

WITNESS J :    Ja.  These were screenshots.   But  now on 

Tumelo 's  phone,  they were fo rwarded by th is  person who 

took the screenshots.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.  

WITNESS J :    Ja,  they were fo rwarded to Tumelo.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thanks.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J .   We can then go back 

to your statement .    
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WITNESS J :    Paragraph 34?   

ADV POOE :    You have expla ined the E by and Iby.   And you 

have a lso expla ined at  paragraph 35,  36 and 37.    

WITNESS J :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    And that  is  the prof i l ing of  Nku's number and 

   number.   So we can then 

proceed to page 38.  

WITNESS J :     

“ [38]   I  conducted an analys is of  the  

WhatsApp chats wi th Tumelo Nku 's ce l l  10 

phone number     and 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  TNO number. ”  

So th is  is  Tumelo Nku ’s number:  

“WhatsApp chat  16839.   The fo l lowing 

conversat ion was ext racted f rom 

WhatsApp conversat ion saved as Chat 

168 Between Tumelo Nku and  

 ,  a t tached as WJ1.  

[38.1]   On 2021-03-04 at  04 :19:06,  

Tumelo Nku says the fo l lowing :   Salam,  20 

boss.   May I  p lease come through at  9  

a.m.?  The General  just  asked me to pass 

by  h im at  7  a.m.   [38.2 ]   On 2021-04-02,  

13:03:09,  Iby Boss,  i t  is   

   who says the 
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fo l lowing ,  “Where is  General? ”  

[38.3]   On 2024-06-21,  09:57:16,  TN is  

Tumelo Nku,  who is  quoted as saying ,  

“Sorry,  boss.   Been busy wi th Mashaba. ”  

[38.4]   The above quoted message is  

conf i rmed that  the two ind iv iduals are the 

same on the above and on many 

screenshots saved on the device is  the y 

both address Samuel  Mashaba as 

General .   There is  a lso a vo ice note or  10 

audio on Samuel  Mashaba's device  where 

an ind iv idual  is  a lso ment ion ing the  name 

General .   As per audio…”  

I  d id  send the aud io.  

ADV POOE :    Commissioners,  should we p lay the audio or  

have you had a chance to hear i t?    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  have not .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    We have not .    

[AUDIO PLAYED BACK]  

“         20 
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  . ”  

WITNESS J :    So th is  audio was found in  Samuel  Mashaba 's  

device.   So the gent leman is  ment ion ing  to say we wi l l  be  

having General 's  money.   So we checked Tumelo  and 

 they refer red to Mashaba as General .   Somebody 

sent  a vo icemai l  to  Mashaba.   That  person says something  10 

about  the General .  

 Wi th in the t raff ic  department ,  there  is  no rank such 

as a General .   They only ca l l  themselves Chief  Di rector.   

They do not  have a General .   The only law enforcement  

department  that  has a genera l  i s  w i th in the SAPS.   That  is  

why we have a General .   So they are ment ion ing Mashaba 

as General .  

 Even th is  audio was sent  to  h im.   Somebody sent  to  

h im to say th is  i s  the conversat ion between whoever and 

that  person who is  ta lk ing over  the  phone.   So th is  conf i rms 20 

to say Mashaba was refer red to as General .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Were you able to  make sense of  –  I  

th ink there was one of  the chats  where they said  General  

f rom the Hawks.   Was Mashaba ever wi th the Hawks?  Is  

that  where he gets the t i t le  General  f rom?  Do you know?   
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WITNESS J :    Commissioners,  le t  me put  i t  th is  way.    

           

       

   

   

  I  suspect  Mashaba was never a 

member f rom DPCI .   He was never a member of  the Hawks.   

 

   

           

 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  –  I  mean th is  38.1,  38.2,  and 38.3,  

there are dates.   One is  in  March 2021,  another  one in  Apr i l  

2021,  and then the last  one is  in  June 2024.   What  on  just  

these notes should make me conf ident ly  say to Nku the  

General  re fer red  to here is  Mashaba?  I f  I  say  th is  is  

Mashaba and then he says no,  i t  is  not  Mashaba,  I  do not  

refer  to  Mashaba as General ,  how do I  expla in to  you that?   

WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  on a l l  the chats that  I  went  

through of  Tumelo ,  there is  no way he ment ions General  20 

except  h im ta lk ing to   He only refers to  Mashaba 

as General  when he is  ta lk ing to    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  my quest ion is  how do I  know that  

when he refers to  General  when he speaks to  when 

he says General ,  how do I  know he is  refer r ing to Mashaba 
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and not  a General  in  the Hawks?   

WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  le t  us go back to that  

WhatsApp chat .   That  is  where I  sa id even i t  i s  E -b-y.   Yes,  

th is  one.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :    This other  person who I  take i t  is  an  

associate of  Tumelo  Nku was in  a meet ing wi th some heads 

of  Hawks cal led Mashaba and Tumi.   So Tumelo was there.   

So i t  is  possib le  that  th is  person was in formed by e i ther  

Tumelo or  somebody who was there to say Mashaba is  head 10 

of  the Hawks.   So head of  the Hawks star ts  f rom General .   

To be a head,  you are a Genera l .   They come af ter  our  

head.    

 The head of  the  Hawks is  a General .   So th is  is  

a lso in  reference to say Mashaba was cal l ing h im,  or  

Tumelo was referr ing to Mashaba as General  f rom the 

Hawks.   Even on the numbers,  Mashaba was us ing two 

numbers.   I  be l ieve  one was a sta te phone.   The other  was 

h is personal .   He is  saved is  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  Mashaba Hawks.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Doggie Hawks.    20 

WITNESS J :    Doggie Hawks.   Ja,  Doggie Hawks.   Even 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  Mashaba Hawks.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.  

WITNESS J :    So that  is  the explanat ion that  I  do have at  

the moment ,  Commissioner.   I  am not  sure i f  I  d id  answer 
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you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see i t  as General  Mashaba.   What  is  

th is?   

WITNESS J :    This was in  Threema.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.    

WITNESS J :    I t  was between Alpha and Phi l ipp P le in .   They 

were ta lk ing about  Tumelo had an accident  before,  so he 

lost  keys.   So they were ta lk ing about  those k yes here .   So 

he says:  

“Mate,  he wi l l  not  g ive  me the keys or  the 10 

phone.    He says legal ly  he cannot .   He 

put  up a . . . [ ind ist inct ]  about  General  

Mashaba. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    So I  th ink tha t ,  too,  helps w i th the  

quest ion by Commissioner Baloyi .    

WITNESS J :    You can only  come across the name 

Mashaba,  General  Mashaba,  between Tumelo Nku and 

  No other  person wi l l  ment ion h im,  except  the  

screenshots whereby when he was  ta lk ing to  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  I  am aware.  20 

WITNESS J :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV POOE :     
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Which one?   

ADV POOE :         

   

WITNESS J :       

ADV POOE :              

   

WITNESS J :       

ADV POOE :       

WITNESS J :     

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J .    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]?  

WITNESS J :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :     

 

ADV BALOYI SC :          

   

ADV POOE :    Then we can go back to the statement .   We 

were at  38  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .    

m 

“On 20-21-03,  10:06:56:54…”   20 

So i t  wi l l  be 08 :  

“Tumelo Nku says the fo l lowing ,  “Salam,  

boss.   We t r ied  t ransport ing yesterday,  

but  there were  too many stop -and-

search.   S ince last  week- ish,  I  am t ry ing  
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th is  week again .  

[38.6 ]   2021-03-12,  04:06:11:36,  Tumelo  

Nku says,  “Salam, Boss,  I  know i t  looks 

l ike excuse af te r  excuse.   We got  s tuck 

at ,  th is  is  Beaufor t  West ,  K9 Uni ts  in  the 

b locks.   We sent  some of  the runners to 

check Jeff rey 's  Bay and v ia . . . [ ind ist inct ]  

Bay.   Our in terconnects say th is  s i te  is  

s t i l l  hot  to  move by the road due to last  

week problem.   I  am checking fo r  the last  10 

t ime.   E lse,  I  wi l l  make a p lan v ia a i r,  but  

I  am coming today. ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  is  the las t  week problem that  you 

are referr ing to?   I  know wi th the July one,  we knew that  he 

is  refer r ing to the  June one,  but  the June passed.   Do you 

know what  th is  was about?   

WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  I  cannot  conf i rm what  was he 

referr ing to  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  I  could not  f ind anyth ing to say  there  20 

was a drug bust  a long th is  route ,  he was referr ing to  that .   I  

could not  f ind anyth ing.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

ADV POOE :    [ Ind ist inct ]… In  terms of  your  analys is,  d id  

you then understand th is  to  be now yet  another  operat ion  
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that  happened in  March th is  t ime?   

WITNESS J :    Here Tumelo was t ransport ing drugs using  

the road,  but  now he was t ry ing to avoid using some other  

routes because I  suspect  maybe there was a vehic le or  a  

t ruck that  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  wi th  the drugs.   So that  is  why he 

was saying K9 .   K9 Uni ts  are the dog uni ts .   So 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  dogs.   So he was avoid ing to use those routes  

because of  maybe there was a problem before whereby 

there was a d iscovery of  i l legal  s tuff ,  which are drugs.   So 

he was t ry ing to avoid using those routes.   That  i s  why he 10 

said,  o r  e lse he would make a p lan v ia a i r.   But  he was,  I  

th ink . . . [ ind ist inct ] .    

ADV POOE :    Thank you.   We can then go to paragraph 40.  

WITNESS J :     

“The above messages between Tumelo 

Nku and    

suggest  that  both  ind iv iduals are ta lk ing 

about  Samuel  Mashaba and he is  being 

addressed as General  Mashaba.   Tumelo 

Nku is  saying there were too many stop -20 

and-searches suggests  that  he was 

avoid ing the law enforcement  on the road 

and he ment ions K9 Uni ts ,  which 

accord ing to my knowledge ,  are the drug 

uni ts .   Tumelo Nku a lso makes a  ment ion  
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that  i t  is  s t i l l  hot  to  move by the  road,  

which means he could have been 

t ransport ing i l legal  s tuff . ”  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J .   We can then proceed 

to paragraph 43.    

WITNESS J :     

“During my analys is,  I  managed to 

establ ish a l inkage between Tumelo Nku 

and Samuel  Mashaba th rough WhatsApp 

and Telegram messaging appl icat ions.   10 

The messages d iscovered on WhatsApp 

suggest  that  the communicat ion 

WhatsApp Chat  88244,  Samuel  Mashaba,  

who is  save as Doggy Hawks  by Tumelo  

Nku,  the WhatsApp chat  is  saved as Chat  

882 on the device of  Tumelo Nku  and i t  

ind icates that  the f i rs t  communicat ion  

star ted on 2019-02-16 and the last  

communicat ion in  2021 -06-25. ”  

This is  where now they moved to use th is  other  messaging 20 

appl icat ion :  

“As at tached JW4.   The re lat ionship f rom 

analys ing the conversat ion between 

Tumelo Nku and Samuel  Mashaba 

suggests the opposi te  of  a  handler  and 
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in former.   In  th is  case,  i t  is  Tumelo Nku 

who is  f inancia l ly  support ing Samuel  

Mashaba,  not  the convent iona l  way 

where an in former is  receiv ing money 

f rom the law enforcement  as a 

re imbursement  for  provid ing in format ion.   

I  never came across such dur ing the  

conversat ion whereby Tumelo Nku is  

c la iming or  Samuel  Mashaba is  re ferr ing 

to say Tumelo Nku must  come and c la im 10 

the money for  the in format ion that  he 

provided. ”  

I  never came across such :  

“ [43.1]   On 2019-02-18,  a message was 

sent  by the user  Doggy Hawks to Tumelo  

Nku wi th the message ,  “ I  wi l l  br ing back 

your d igni ty  to  your  horses . ” ,  fo l lowed by 

a message f rom Tumelo Nku saying,  

“But i ,  I  am not  the one to ta lk  a  lo t  o r 

boast ,  but  you wi l l  see the type of  20 

opportuni t ies th is  wi l l  open up.   I  can 

only guarantee a formidable f inancia l  

fu ture. ”   On 2019-03-26 . . ”  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    My apologies,  Wi tness J .   In  Chief  Mashaba's  

test imony,  he somehow suggested that  he was not  Doggy 
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Hawks.   So could  you prof i le  th is  number that  i s  at tached ,  

that   number?   

WITNESS J :    Okay,  Commissioner.   The number was not  

prof i led because I  knew f rom the devices that  th is  number  

was Samuel  Mashaba.   He can d ispute that .   I t  is  not  h im 

who saved h imsel f  as  Doggy Hawks.   I t  is  Tumelo Nku who 

saved h im or  h is  number as Doggy Hawks.    

ADV POOE :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  the number is ,  you can ver i fy  i t .  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Commissioner.   I t  is  Samuel  Mashaba 's  10 

number.   He might  d ispute the name Doggy  but  i t  is  

not  h im who saved h imsel f  as Doggy Hawks.   I t  is  Tumelo 

Nku.    

ADV POOE :    Paragraph 43.2.  

WITNESS J :     

“ [43.2]   On 2019-03-25,  Samuel  Mashaba 

sent  a message to Tumelo Nku saying,  

“Are we not  moving th is  week? ”   Fol lowed 

by,  “ ”       

”   
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ADV BALOYI SC :           

          

 

WITNESS J :      

ADV BALOYI SC :       

WITNESS J :     

 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :    43.3.  

WITNESS J :     10 

“ [43.3]   On 2019-03-29,  Samuel  Mashaba 

sent  a message to Tumelo Nku,  which  

was a bank account ,   FNB, 

Shi lobane Lodge . . . ”   

Not  Shi lobane,  i t  is  Shi lobane Lodge:  

“… fo l lowed by the message by Tumelo 

Nku . . . [ ind ist inct ] . ”  

So Samuel  Mashaba provided that  business account ,  

Shi lobane Lodge,  which is  a company registered under 

Samuel  Mashaba.   So i t  be longed to Samuel  Mashaba.   20 

Then la ter,  Tumelo said done.   So to me,  i t  te l l s  me that  

Tumelo had deposi ted money because he was provided wi th  

a bank account .   Then he says i t  is  done.   So he cou ld have 

t ransfer red some money to th is  bank account .   Telegram 

chat  138.   Paragraph 45 :  
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“Telegram messages were d iscovered 

between Tumelo  Nku wi th a username 

 The . . . [ ind ist inct ] . ”  

So th is  is  the username of  Tumelo  Nku.   Tumelo Nku has 

two Telegram accounts.   The other  one is  the Ghost  48.   

Then the other  one is  the . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   So those numbers.   

The other  one is  used by 274.   The other  one is  used by 

  So the . . . [ ind ist inct ]  i s  Tumelo Nku here.   I t  is  the 

username of  Tumelo  Nku.    

 Then Samuel  Mashaba wi th  the username 10 

 sending Mashaba Hawks.   The Telegram 

messages appear to  have be en typed out  due to the 

format t ing which they were ext racted by the d ig i ta l  forensic  

. . . [ ind ist inct ] .   Here I  was expla in ing why does i t  appear the  

way i t  appears.   I t  is  how i t  was ext racted by the DFI .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i t  is  not  a typ ing?   

WITNESS J :    No,  i t  is  not  a typ ing .   And i t  is  them who can 

te l l  to  say which programme they used to do the ext ract ion :  

“ [47]   A message was sent  to  Samuel  

Mashaba on 2021 -07-09. ”  20 

The t ime here,  can we open my presentat ion?   

ADV POOE :    Yes.    

WITNESS J :    Commissioners …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    Page 26.  

WITNESS J :    I f  we can check here,  i t  was not  a mistake 
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when I  sa id that  on 2021 -07-09,  l ike I  sa id,  because i t  is  a  

presentat ion,  I  could expla in because when you are  

present ing something,  then you need to ta lk  to  the  

presentat ion.   I t  is  because I  had a l ready d iscovered to say 

th is  UTC,  when i t  says 22,  i t  is  00,  so that  date  should  

change now to be the 9 t h .    

 That  is  why I  s ta r t  wi th  my presentat ion  to say on 

2021-07-09.   Then here i t  says 08 .   Maybe the confusion 

wi l l  come to say,  but  why does i t  say 08 -2022-25 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  19,  but  they are ta lk ing about  09.   So i t  is  two 10 

days.   So the message,  th is  locat ion,  i t  was sent  on the 9 t h  

a t  12:25:19 because of  that  t ime zone d i f ference  

“So a message was sent  to  Samuel  

Mashaba on 2021 -07-09 at  00:25:19.   

They downloaded data.   I t  i s  us ing  the 

coord inated universal  t ime,  which  is  the  

UTC,  which means the t imestamp as i t  

appears is  two hours behind. ”  

So whenever we come across UTC,  you must  know that  we 

need to add two hours.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    On that  . . . [ ind is t inct ]  page,  c an you just  

expla in that  l ine there ?  Because I  have notes  here ,  I  just  

want  to  make sure that  you are saying the same th ing that  I  

put  down here.   You are saying who was sending,  who was 

receiv ing?   
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WITNESS J :    Tumelo Nku,  us ing that  Telegram account  o r  

the username,  the . . . [ ind ist inct ] ,  i t  was h im.   That  i s  why we 

have th is  th ing ins ide . . . [ ind ist inc t ] .   I t  ind icates that  i t  i s  

the person who owns that  account .   He sent  Samuel  

Mashaba,  now . . . [ ind ist inct ]  Mashaba Hawks,  a locat ion 

through Telegram of  where they should go and the  

coord inates are that  of  Yel low Jersey.   So i t  was Tumelo 

Nku sending Mashaba those d i rect ions.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   What  was done wi th Mashaba,  a 

correct ion was made here.   The cor rect ion was that  10 

Mashaba received at  that  t ime 00 :25:19.   So we had to 

make the correct ion.   So in  my cor rected vers ion,  we made 

the cor rect ion because of  the Evidence Leader.   She to ld us 

we need to cor rect  that ,  there was an er ror.   So the 

corrected one reads on 21 -07-09,  Samuel  Mashaba received 

f rom Tumelo Nku a locat ion th rough Telegram of  where they 

should go and coord inates are that  of  da -da-da-da.   So the 

00:25 was when i t  dropped on th is  cor rect ion,  when i t  was 

received by Mashaba.    

WITNESS J :    Okay,  Commissioner.   I  wi l l  say i t  was sent .   20 

Why I  am saying  i t  was sent ,  because we p icked th is  up  

f rom the person who is  sending the message.   So we do not  

know the receiver,  when d id he open h is phone,  when d id he 

receive the message,  but  we can only conf i rm f rom the 

person who is  sending that  locat ion.    
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 So i t  was sent  to  Mashaba because here is  f rom 

Tumelo Nku 's device.   This Telegram message is  f rom 

Tumelo Nku 's device.   So he is  the one who sent  those 

d i rect ions or  the message to Mashaba at  that  t ime.   So as 

to when d id he  receive,  I  can only te l l  i f  I  can open 

Mashaba's  –  but  here I  was using Tumelo Nku 's  device.   

That  is  why I  am saying Tumelo Nku sent  the message.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.   Okay.   So the correct ion should 

never be made.   Okay.    

WITNESS J :    So i t  shows where is  i t  f rom.   I t  is  f rom the 10 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  we know now the . . . [ ind ist inct ]  is  Tumelo Nku 

that  t ime.   So I  took these coord inates,  same th ing that  I  

normal ly  wi th  the  coord inates f rom the cel l  providers,  the 

Excel  spreadsheet  there.   Then you p lot  them to where they 

use Google Maps,  then i t  gave me the locat ion of  Yel low 

Jersey.   So i t  conf i rmed to  say th is  is  the locat ion because 

the IO to ld me to  say the t r uck was f rom Yel low Jersey  and 

Vodacom.  

 So i t  means Tumelo Nku knew where the  t ruck was.   

So hence the message,  we need to go here,  then fo l low the 20 

message before 06:30.    

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J.   We can cont inue at  

paragraph 49.    

WITNESS J :     

“There was a communicat ion l inkage 
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between Tumelo  Nku and the Yel low 

Jersey Logist i cs employee on the  2021 -

07-08 whi le  Tumelo Nku was in  the 

v ic in i t y  of  Durban.   The f i rs t  th ree cal l s  

were made to the  employee's ce l l  phone 

number whi le  the  last  ca l l  was made to a  

landl ine number  and a search for  the 

number was conducted and i t  ind icated 

that  the landl ine number belonged to 

Yel low Jersey  Log ist ics. ”  10 

So we have that .   So how i t  goes here,  the f i rs t  ca l l  is  the 

last  one here.   I t  is  the last  one.   We check the t ime,  i t  says 

15:07,  i t  is  17 :07,  fo l lowed by 17 :16:40,  fo l lowed by 17 :18.   

So these three ca l ls  were made to her  ce l l  phone.   Later  on,  

they changed to the landl ine number.   So to me,  i f  Tumelo 

Nku knew the landl ine number,  he  could have d i rec ted h is  

ca l l  to  the landl ine number.  

 Why d id he f i rs t  s tar t  communicat ing on th is  

number?  Then la ter  on,  he was g iven the landl ine number  

to  communicate wi th.   Then we check a lso the durat ion.   20 

The f i rs t  ca l l  we know that  she d id not  answer,  that  i s  why i t  

says 00.   The second one is  58 seconds.   The th i rd one is  

26 seconds.   But  le t  us check the landl ine.  

 I t  is  04:40,  4 minutes 40 seconds.   So th is  is  where  

they spoke on the landl ine number.   And my analys is te l l s  
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me to say,  Tumelo Nku,  that  number,  he got  i t  f rom the 

person that  he was in  communicat ion wi th on that  ce l l  

phone number.   Because i f  he had the number,  he could 

have d i rected h is ca l l  s t ra ight  to  the landl ine number.    

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .  

WITNESS J :     

“ [50]   An appl ica t ion in  te rms of  sect ion 

205 of  the Cr iminal  Procedure Act  51 of  

1977 was author ised to  obta in 

in format ion f rom the cel l  phone records 10 

of  the employee,  Sandra. ”  

We ident i f ied Sandra using the same process wi th  the cel l  

phone number.   I  do have the prof i le  as wel l .   So tha t  is  how 

I  ident i f ied to say th is  i s  the person,  Sandra.   Because the  

cel l  phone number,  when we punched i t  on the system,  then 

we could generate a prof i le .    

ADV POOE :    And do you know what  Sandra does at  Yel low 

Jersey?   

WITNESS J :    I  do not  know.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you.  20 

WITNESS J :     

“Records of  the employee,  Sandra  

Engelbrecht .   And the said data records 

was analysed and the fo l lowing f ind ings 

were d iscovered. ”  
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So here  i t  shows records,  unl i ke the previous page where  i t  

shows four  ca l l s .   The previous cal l ,  i t  was ext racted f rom 

the phone i tse l f .   That  is  why i t  had four.   But  here i t  does 

not  show because that  phone was never answered.   I t  never  

even went  to  vo icemai l .   I f  i t  went  to  vo icemai l ,  i t  was going 

to register  on a phone as a ca l l  fo rward.  

 What  i s  a ca l l  forward?  When somebody is  

unreachable,  then the phone wi l l  go  to vo icemai l .   We do 

not ,  we are not  sure whether  the person,  the phone was off  

or  maybe because of  the . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   But  once i t  s tar ts  10 

g iv ing us durat ion ,  then i t  te l l s  us to  say i t  went  to  vo icemai l  

and i t  wi l l  show on the phone records to say i t  is  CF,  i t  is  

ca l l  fo rward.  

 So hence here i t  is  only three cal l s  because i t  was 

never answered.   So le t  us check the f i rs t  ca l l .   The f i rs t  

ca l l  we know tha t  i t  was Sandra before i t  went  to  Yel low 

Jersey.   So th is  is  the correct  t ime.   Remember that  s i te ,  i t  

says 15 something.   This i s  the cor rect  one because we get  

i t  f rom the same providers.    

 That  is  why i t  says 17 :16,  the f i rs t  ca l l .   The second 20 

one,  i t  says 17 :18:19 seconds.   So the locat ion when i t  says 

3G . . . [ ind ist inct ]  FU9 KZN,  that  is  where the tower  where 

Tumelo was making a ca l l .   That  is  the tower that  connected 

dur ing h is ca l l .   So he was in  KZN.   Then there ,  because i t  

is  counted in  seconds ,  that  is  why i t  is  g iv ing us 280.   So i t  
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is  four  minutes,  40 seconds.    

 So th is  conf i rms what  was found on h is phone,  what  

was ext racted f rom his phone.   Those cal l  records,  he  

cannot  d ispute them because even the cel l  prov ider  i s  

g iv ing us the same informat ion :  

“ [49]   The above is  a t imel ine graphic  of  

ca l l s  on 2021-07-09 wi th the icons ins ide 

the coloured  c i rc le .   The b lue  c i rc le  icon 

represents Tumelo Nku wi th ce l l  phone 

number   .   The red  c i rc le  10 

icon in  the middle of  the graphic 

represents Yel low Jersey Logist i cs   wi th  

te lephone number (   .   The 

second red c i rc le  icon at  the bot tom 

represent  Yel low Jersey Logist i cs 

employee,  Sandra Engelbrecht ,  w i th  ce l l  

phone number   .   The t ime 

l inkage created using the analyst  

notebook programme where the cel l  data 

record was imported to the programme 20 

and then analysed the records ,  and no 

tamper ing  was done on the records 

dur ing the  import ing process. ”  

Analyst  notebook recognises anyth ing that  is  in  Excel .   So 

we import  that  Excel  sheet  as i t  is .   Then you select  to  say 



    18 JUNE 2026 – DAY 121 
 

Page 104  o f  143  

 

 

what  i s  i t  that  you want  the programme to analyse.   Then i t  

does the analys is  i tse l f .   You do not  need to add anyth ing.   

I t  wi l l  analyse i tse l f .   So there is  no way we can tamper wi th 

the in format ion because we just  copy as i t  is  and put  i t  to  

the programme to  run.   Then i t  analyses i tse l f :  

“The d i rect ion of  the arrows ind icates the 

person or  subject  who received the cal l .   

The b lue arrows represents  the cal l s  

received by Yel low Jersey.   The Yel low 

Jersey Logist ics   landl ine and Sandra  10 

Engelbrecht  wi th  .    

[49.5]   There were two cal l s  received by 

Sandra Engelbrecht  us ing cel l  phone 

number .   The f i rs t  ca l l  was 

at  17:16:54 and the second cal l  was at  

17:18:19.    

[49.6]   There was one cal l  made to Yel low 

Jersey Logist i cs  wi th the landl ine number 

(  a t  17:19:09.  

[51]   There were images d iscovered f rom 20 

Tumelo Nku 's phone of f  a  computer  

screen wi th a Transnet  logo at  the bot tom 

lef t  o f  the screen.   The deta i ls  on  the 

image were compared to the  Yel low 

Jersey Logist i cs t ruck found on the  cr ime 
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scene at  Aeroton  and I  d iscovered that  

the regist rat ion and the company name is  

the same as i t  appears on the computer  

screen. ”  

So th is  image has in format ion in  the middle  there.   I t  has a 

gate that  says P ier  1 .   We recal led to say that  a vessel  was 

supposed to be at  P ier  1 .   So th is  i s  where the  conta iner  

was col lected.   Then the t racking company,  i t  says Yel low 

Jersey,  t ruck l icence . . . [ ind ist inc t ] .   We wi l l  check the  

regist rat ion on the fo l lowing page .   I t  is  the same 10 

regist rat ion as that  t racking company.    

 Then we go to the fa r.   I t  le f t  says i t  was created.   

Then entered yard is  the t ime ,  the  date and t ime when the 

t ruck entered the  yard.   I  be l ieve i t  was captured on thei r  

system,  when d id i t  got  in to the yard.   So i t  got  in to the yard 

2021 July the 8 t h ,  11:52 something ,  or  11 something .   I  am 

not  sure.   Then i t  ex i ted the yard 21 July 08 :12:26.   Truck  

posi t ion was on P ier  1 out .    

 Let  us go to the  fo l lowing page.   So th is  is  the  

regist rat ion.   The regist rat ion is  the same as the one that  20 

appears on the screen.   The company name is  on the le f t .   

I f  you know Yel low Jersey  t ruck,  i f  you once came across i t ,  

i t  is  wr i t ten Yel low Jersey Logist ics  where there is  a T-shi r t ,  

the whi te T-shi r t ,  i t  is  Yel low Jersey.    

 So th is  conf i rms what  was on Tumelo ’s  phone 
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because that  screenshot ,  or  I  wi l l  not  say i t  is  a  screenshot .   

I t  is  an image.   I t  was found on Tumelo ’s  device.   So th is  

conf i rms to say he had in format ion regard ing the same 

t ruck.    

 So he knew the conta iner  that  wou ld be loaded on 

th is  t ruck.   There  is  in format ion of  the cont a iner.   A lso,  i t  

was found on h is phone before th is  inc ident .   So tha t  is  the 

image.   I t  was a lso ext racted f rom the image gal lery,  the 

one that  says t rack-and- t race.   I f  you check,  i t  is  a lso f rom 

Transnet .   I t  has a Transnet  logo.  10 

 So i t  has a unique number.   That  unique number  

that  s ta r t  wi th  BEAU, i t  is  a  conta iner  number.   I f  you zoom 

that  conta iner  at  the back,  in  fact ,  ja ,  I  th ink at  the  back of  

the t ruck here.   No,  we wi l l  get  another  p ic tu re of  the  t ruck 

here.   You wi l l  see i t  is  that  conta iner.    

 So fac i l i ty  i s  where that  vessel  was . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   

Vessel ,  outbound mode,  t r uck,  departed,  posi t ion,  i t  is  the 

regist rat ion of  the t ruck.    . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   Then th is  i s  

the t ime in  of  tha t  t r uck,  t ime out  of  that  t r uck.   I  th ink we 

are done.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… swi tch off .  

WITNESS J :    Let  us check now.   I f  we can compare the two 

images,  that  t rack-and- t race,  tha t  unique number  is  the 

same unique number that  you f ind in  the conta iner.   So 

Tumelo had the regist rat ion of  the  t ruck,  he had the ser ia l  
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number of  the conta iner  that  wi l l  be carry ing the drugs.   So 

he had those before the inc ident .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  do you mind just  get t ing up 

and point ing i t  or  somebody is  point ing?   

WITNESS J :    [ Ind ist inct ]… I f  you go to page 25 on t rack-

and- t race,  that  image,  go to unique number.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    BEAU? 

WITNESS J :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.   Okay.    

WITNESS J :    That  is  the conta iner.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So Tumelo had them on the 8 t h?   

WITNESS J :    He had them on the 8 t h ,  Commissioner.   That  

is  cor rect ,  before the inc ident .    

ADV POOE :    We can then move to paragraph 50.9 on page 

26.    

WITNESS J :     

“The unique number on the t rack-and-

t race image cor responds wi th  the 

conta iner  number  as i t  appears on the 

conta iner.  20 

[50.2 ]   Faci l i ty,  which is  P ier  1 ,  is  a 

ber th ing p lat form for  a vessel  and i t  

conta ins the communicat ion between 

Alpha,     ,  

and Phi l ipp P le in  Tumelo Nku on 
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Threema screenshots,  where there  was a 

ment ion of  P ier  1 ,  as per  screenshot  

2021-05-24,  21:17:43,  Threema,  and 

screenshot  2021 -07-01,  19:24:18. ”  

This is  in  re lat ion  where they are ment ion ing  P ier.   There is  

a lo t  o f  screenshots,  but  I  was just  making reference to 

these two:  

“Posi t ion appears  to  be the regist rat ion 

of  a  Yel low Jersey Logist ics t ruck found 

at  the cr ime scene  in  Aeroton .    10 

[50.4 ]   Time in  and out  re lates to the t ime 

the t ruck entered and exi ted the por t  for  

co l lect ion of  the conta iner.  

[52]   There were images found in  the  

gal lery of  Tumelo  Nku wi th the t imestamp 

2021-07-07.   The images were o f  bags 

wrapped in  b lack  tape,  which  are s imi lar  

wi th  the bags recovered f rom the pol ice  

bakkie  at  the cr ime scene,  which  were 

f rom the conta iner…” …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  ask ,  Wi tness J?  One of  the 

wi tnesses,  Magane,  sa id Nku was never c lose to the t ruck.   

He was 300 metres away.   And we debated th is  issue wi th 

h im.   Looking at  the photo on page 25 and 26,  i t  suggests 

that  he was very  c lose to the t ruck when he was tak ing  
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these photos.   Because I  can,  unless you are using a very  

fancy phone that  can take the qual i ty  of  p ic tu res that  we are 

seeing,  you cannot  do that  f rom 300 metres.   Sure ly,  i t  must  

mean you are standing r ight  next  to  th is  t ruck to be  able to  

take th is  photo,  especia l ly  on page 26.    

WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  the photo that  appears on 

page 25 and 26,  these are photos which were ex t racted 

f rom the photo a lbum, the off ic ia l  photo a lbum f rom LCRC.   

But  we do have p ictures of  Nku where he took,  you can te l l  

that  he is  not  fa r,  where he took p ictu res.   But  these ones,  I  10 

used the LCRC photo a lbum.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    Hence there is  a co rdoning tape.   Page 27  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    Sor ry,  Wi tness J .   The p ictures you are 

referr ing to,  i f  we go to the WhatsApp and Screenshots  

Bundle,  in  par t i cu la r  page 51.   We just  have to  zoom in 

those.   Go down.   The last  two point s.   Wi tness J ,  is  that  

the …[ intervenes] .   

WITNESS J :    Yes,  th is  is  Tumelo Nku s i t t ing ins ide h is  20 

vehic le tak ing a p ic ture.   This is  not  the only p ic tu re.   The 

other  one you see in  the . . . [ ind ist inct ]  o f  the vehic le.   He is  

seated ins ide the  BMW, so you can see.   This i s  Tumelo 

Nku tak ing the p ic ture.    

ADV POOE :    Okay.  
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WITNESS J :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    The next  page.  

WITNESS J :    Yes  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And the t runk . . . [ ind ist inct ] .    

WITNESS J :    You can see in  the colour  of  the vehic le,  th is  

was Tumelo Nku tak ing the p ictu re.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

WITNESS J :    Page 27.   The f i rs t  three images,  except  the 

one f rom the bakkie ,  these were  ext racted f rom Tumelo  

Nku 's image gal lery.   Those p ictures were taken f rom 10 

Tumelo Nku.   So compar ing the images on h is gal lery wi th 

the ones,  I  saw a  s imi la r i ty  to  say the bags on the back of  

the bakkie  are the bags which were recovered on the day of  

the inc ident ,  which was the 9 t h .   But  they are very s imi lar  in  

the way they are  wrapped wi th the ones which were found 

on Tumelo Nku 's gal lery.    

 So looking at  the  p ictu res as wel l ,  you can te l l  that  

these bags are ins ide something  l ike a  t ruck cab or  a 

conta iner  or  the back of  a  bakkie .   But  i f  you see,  because 

i t  has,  I  do not  know how to ca l l  those l ines that  we see on 20 

the f i rs t  p ic ture,  but  you can te l l  i t  is  ins ide something 

which is  a meta l .   So i t  is  a  conta iner,  a  t ruck cab.   The 

images were ins ide that .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do the propert ies te l l  you when the  

photos were taken or  saved?  Because normal ly  when you 
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go to a phone's photo a lbum, i t  wi l l  te l l  you that  th is  photo  

was taken today or  i t  was saved today.   I  am t ry ing  to br ing 

them closer  to  the date of  the inc ident  so that  he does not  

say,  no,  no,  these are photos f rom a  year ago.   They have 

noth ing to do wi th  the Aeroton cr ime scene.  

WITNESS J :    Commissioner,  we can te l l  i f  th is  photo was 

taken by that  dev ice.   But  i f  i t  is  a  photo that  was sent  to  

th is  device,  we cannot  te l l .   We can only have a date  of  that  

day when i t  was saved on your device.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    That  is  what  I  am asking.  10 

WITNESS J :    So these p ictures were saved on the 7 t h .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    As to say when were they taken,  I  cannot  

answer that  because they are f rom somewhere  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So someone sent  them to Nku,  they 

were not  taken by Nku?   

WITNESS J :    No,  no,  no.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you can conf i rm that  he saved 20 

them on the 7 t h?   

WITNESS J :    On the 7 t h ,  yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Which is  two days before the  Aeroton 

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS J :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  
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ADV POOE :    Commissioner,  just  to  say,  even our  own 

analysts conf i rm that  that  i s  the spreadsheet  at  the page 

51.   That  i t  was saved on the 7 t h  o f  Ju ly.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    To avoid h im saying,  no,  bu t  th is  is  

f rom a year ago,  i t  has noth ing to  do wi th Aeroton.   So just  

proximi ty  in  terms of  t ime makes i t  more probable than not .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Even i f  these were taken on the 7 t h ,  then 

i t  means that  the . . . [ ind ist inct ]  o f  Aeroton . . . [ ind ist inct ] .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Unless they were taken at  the t ime of  

packing.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Packing,  okay.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then someone took . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    You see,  th is  i s  the  metadata of  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   

So th is  is  the date that  we get  th is  device.   So th is  te l ls  us,  

le t  us go down to  the Threema messaging.   Commissioner,  

i t  is  an image,  le t  us go down to Threema.   Okay,  just  wai t  

there.   I t  says screenshots,  2019 Apr i l  the 12 t h ,  08:20,  f rom 

WhatsApp.   So th is  is  when you can te l l  to  see when was 

the screenshot  taken.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    Yes.   So i f  you look at  the p icture,  i t  te l ls  you 

to say …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

WITNESS J :     
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[53]   On 2021-07-09,  which is  the day of  

the inc ident ,  Samuel  Mashaba cal led 

Warrant  Off icer  Phokungwana  f rom 

Aeroton SAPS,  who then gave Samuel  

Mashaba v ia WhatsApp the cel l  phone 

number of  Warrant  Off icer  Magane of  

Zonkiz izwe SAPS. ”  

That  b lue image,  i t  is  an ext ract ion f rom the phone i tse l f .   

That  is  why we have i t  in  here,  the UTC,  because i t  was 

downloaded.   This is  a par t ic ipant .   I t  is  . . . [ ind ist inc t ]  when 10 

i t  says . . . [ ind ist inct ]  against  Aeroton i t  is  Warrant  Detect ive  

A lber ton.   Ja,  i t  is  Warrant  Detect ive A lber ton .   So 

WhatsApp.net  K i l ler  Owner,  K i l ler  i s  Samuel  Mashaba.   

Remember,  he is  not  us ing only  one number.   K i l ler  is  

Samuel  Mashaba.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you have l inked the number to  h im ? 

WITNESS J :    That  is  cor rect .   Yes,  that  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    So i f  we check f rom,  i t  shows the person who 20 

was sending that  WhatsApp.   So i t  is  that  Warrant  Off icer  

Detect ive f rom A lber ton,  f rom him.   Then the body says 

Marumos.   That  i s  how Warrant  Off icer  Phokungwana saved 

Magane 's number as Marumos.   Marumo is  one of  h is  

names,  saved as Marumos.      i s  h is  number.   
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Then th is  i s  an at tachment .  

 Ja,  le t  me cal l  i t  an at tachment  of  a  ce l l  phone 

number or  contact  that  was sent  to  someone.   Then i f  we 

check the t imestamp there,  i t  says 2021 -07-09.   I t  says 03.   

We put  two hours .   I t  is  05 :41,  r igh t?  So i t  is  20 to 06 when 

Marumo's number was sent  to  Samuel .   So he could not  

have phoned before he received the number.  

 So he received the number f rom Phokungwana.   

Then af te r  he wi l l  phone.   So I  wi l l  prove that  wi th  the c al l  

records of  Phokungwana because we do have 10 

Phokungwana 's number.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

WITNESS J :    Going to 54,  i t  says :  

“The above image is  f rom downloads and 

i t  is  a  communicat ion between the users 

   . . . [ ind ist inct ]  Detect ive 

A lber ton,  Warrant  Off icer  Phokungwana,  

and    K i l le r,  Samuel  

Mashaba,  on 2021-07-09.   The image i t  

appears that  a  ce l l  phone number of   20 

,  Marumos,  was shared between 

the users.  

[55]   An appl icat ion in  te rms of  sect ion 

205 Cr iminal  Procedure Act  51 of  1997 

was author ised to  obta in in format ion f rom 
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the cel l  phone records of  Warrant  Off icer  

Phokungwana and the cel l  data records 

was analysed and the fo l lowing f ind ings 

were d iscovered. ”  

Can we go to the  image?  Okay.   The f i rs t  icon is  Warrant  

Off icer  Phokungwana.   The second one is  Samuel  Mashaba  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can you just  enlarge i t?   You have had 

i t  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

WITNESS J :    The f i rs t  one is  Warrant  Off icer  10 

Phokungwana,  i t  is  Samuel  Mashaba and i t  is  Joseph 

Marumo.   I  used these two colours for  ca l l s  which were 

made and cal l s  which were received.   So the b lue wi l l  be 

cal l s  which were  made by Warrant  Off i cer  Phokungwana.   

The red wi l l  be cal ls  which were received by h im.   Even the 

ar row wi l l  be poin t ing to say where the d i rect ion of  the cal l .  

 So at  05 :38,  that  is  when Samuel  Mashaba spoke to  

Warrant  Off i cer  Phokungwana for  a lmost  two minutes.   

05:38.   The number was g iven to Samuel  at  05 :41.   So th is  

sta r ted f i rs t .   A ca l l  s ta r ted before a number was sent  to  20 

Samuel  Mashaba.    

 So Samuel  phoned at  05 :38.   At  05:41 then he 

received the number for  Marumo.   Then Marumo,  second 

cal l  07 :12:30.   Then he phoned Warrant  Off icer  

Phokungwana.   I t  was Joseph Marumo who was phoning at  
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07:12:30.   Then at  10 o 'c lock on the same day,  Warrant  

Off icer  Phokungwana phoned Marumo.   So that  3G Wi ndmi l l  

Park is  the locat ion.   Even th is  one,  3G Sunward is  the 

locat ion of  Warrant  Off icer  Phokungwana.   Because we had 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    We are laughing because when Colonel  

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  was test i fy ing,  I  in terpreted th is  correct ly.    

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And my col league laughed at  me and d id  

not  bel ieve me.    10 

WITNESS J :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.   So the  reason 

why I  am saying  the locat ions are Warrant  Off icer  

Phokungwana is  because the cal l  data request  i s  Warrant  

Off icer  Phokungwana.   We cannot  te l l  when the other  

person was making a ca l l ,  where  was he ,  because those 

data records are for  the person that  we requested.    

 So wi th these two people,  I  cannot  te l l  where were  

they,  when they made cal ls  or  received cal l s .   But  we can 

te l l  about  Warrant  Off i cer  Phokungwana,  to  say Sunward  

Tr in i ty  Church,  he  was there.   Even the second cal l ,  he was 20 

there.   Later  on,  the last  ca l l ,  he was at  Windmi l l  Park .   So 

that  is  the tower that  he used.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And do you get  in fo rmat ion  of  the  

durat ion of  the i r  ca l ls?   

WITNESS J :    Yes,  i t  is  f rom that  spreadsheet  that  I  showed 
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you before.   The durat ion of  the i r  ca l l s  that  I  showed you 

before.   32 is  32 seconds.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.  

WITNESS J :    Because i t  counted in  seconds  and 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then 109 at  the top?   

WITNESS J :    Ja ,  I  forgot  to  expla in th is .   MTC is  Mobi le  

Terminat ing Cal ls .   MOC is Mobi le  Or ig inat ing.   So th is  i s  

the language that  is  used by the cel l  providers.   So when a  

cal l  i s  made by me to Advocate Mosik i l i ,  i t  w i l l  be mobi le  10 

or ig inat ing because i t  or ig inates  f rom me.   So when I  

receive a ca l l ,  i t  w i l l  say terminat ing.    

 So i f  i t  says MTC, i t  is  ca l ls  that  were received by 

the person that  we requested data.   The MOC, i t  is  h im 

making those cal l s .   So MTC, these two cal l s ,  the red  ones,  

are the cal ls  tha t  he received.   Hence,  i t  says the date,  

t ime,  the cal l  type.   MTC is the cal l  type.   Then the  

durat ion.   Then …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And that  is  seconds.  

WITNESS J :    Yes,  that  is  seconds.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

ADV POOE :    Wi tness J,  that  explanat ion wi l l  cover  54.1 to  

54.6.   Sor ry,  Commissioners.   My col league was just  

ment ion ing that  we are wai t ing for  the t ranscr ip t  

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  b ut  I  th ink that  was an explanat ion.   We can 
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move to paragraph 56 on page 29.  

WITNESS J :    Sor ry :  

“ [56]   Samuel  Mashaba then sent  a  

locat ion to Marumo Joseph Magane wi th  

ce l l  phone number    a t  

06:40:53 seconds.   The locat ion was that  

of  Yel low Jersey  Logist ics,  Roodekop as 

per  the Google map.   The t ime on the 

download wi l l  appear two hours behind 

s ince the t ime is  in  UTC plus zero ,  as 10 

expla ined above. ”  

So that  t ime,  we should not  consider  i t .   We should consider 

the one that  is  06,  not  04.   Ja.   So fo l lowing i t  is  where 

locat ions,  when you drop them on Google maps,  that  is  

where they take i t .  

ADV POOE :    That  is  just  to  conf i rm the coord inates of  

Yel low Jersey,  and you can move to that  . . . [ ind ist inc t ] .    

WITNESS J :    Commissioners,  th is  was ext racted f rom 

Joseph Marumo's phone.    

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]  …[ intervenes] .  20 

WITNESS J :    Joseph Marumo Magane’s phone.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you.  

WITNESS J :    The numbers h ighl ighted in  ye l low are h is  

numbers.    [s ic ] .   So ins ide here,  i t  s tar ts 

wi th the d i rect ion.   I t  was f rom .   Even Magane 
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saved h im as General  Mashaba.   This General  Mashaba,  I  

d id  not  put  the General  Mashaba.   I t  was ext racted f rom his 

phone.   This i s  how Marumo saved Mashaba.   He sa ys 

General  Mashaba.    

 So the f i rs t  ca l l  he received f rom Mashaba,  i t  was 

on the same day,  the t ime that  he should read 06 :24.   Is  i t  

91?  06,  there i t  says 04 :24.   I  th ink t he last  two numbers  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    I  th ink i t  is  91.  

[ Ind ist inct  –  c ross ta lk ing] .  10 

WITNESS J :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Because you read f rom the bot tom up.  

WITNESS J :    31.   31,  ja .   So that  ca l l  was made at  

06:24:31.   Dur ing  one of  h is  statements,  he says Marumo,  

he was at  the parade at  Zonkiz izwe doing duty off icers 

because he needed to br ie f  the parade.   The parade in  the  

morning  is  at  06 :00.   So i t  conf i rms the t ime that  he  was in  

Zonkiz izwe Pol ice  Stat ion when he received th is  ca l l .    

 So then he phoned  –  o r  i t  was f rom . . . [ ind ist inct ]  he  

phoned Mashaba,  the second one,  second last  one,  the one 20 

that  is  in  b lue.   He phoned h im,  I  th ink th ree minutes af ter  

that .   06 :27:24,  he phoned Mashaba.   Then again,  now he 

received a ca l l  f rom Mashaba at  06 :40:02 for  10 seconds.   

To Rambos [?] ,  Rambos is  Warrant  Off icer  Phakula .   That  i s  

how he saved,  or  maybe that  is  how Marumo cal ls  Warrant  
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Off icer  Phakula .    

 I t  is  Rambos.   So that  name Rambos refers to  

Phakula .   So Phakula  was phoned at  07 :41:40 seconds for  

one minute,  18  seconds.   So th is  was communicat ion 

between Marumo,  Mashaba,  and Rambos.   I  d id  not  inc lude 

other  people.   I  on ly focused on the suspects because there 

were a lo t  o f  ca l l s  that  he was making,  but  I  d id  not  inc lude 

them.  I  was only focused on the  communicat ion  amongst  

the three of  them because Tumelo was never phoned by 

these people.  10 

 Warrant  Off icer  Phakula  and Warrant  Off icer  

Magane,  they do not  know of  Tumelo.   They do not  have any 

communicat ion w i th Tumelo.   So even Phakula  does not  

have any communicat ion wi th Tumelo or  Mashaba.   He only  

had communicat ion wi th Magane.   So th is  is  the  

communicat ion f rom Warrant  Off icer  Magane 's phone.   I  

hope I  c la r i f ied the issues of  the t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And because you looked speci f i ca l l y  at  20 

the suspects,  i t  does not  mean he d id not  ca l l ,  because I  

th ink h is  ev idence was that  before he cal led Phakula ,  he 

cal led somebody e lse.    

WITNESS J :    I t  is  t rue,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .   Okay.  
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WITNESS J :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i t  does not  mean that  that  is  a l ie .    

WITNESS J :    No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And i f  I  look at  th is  …[intervenes] .   

WITNESS J :    I t  is  t rue.   There are people that  he phoned,  

but  the request  was that  le t  us get  l inkages amongst  these 

suspects.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :    We do not  have to go th rough page 31 

because i t  is  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   A lso,  we do not  have to go 10 

through the f i rs t  set  o f  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  reports because that  

deals wi th May 18  to  22,  which  we deal t  wi th  at  the  

beginning of  the session,  which means we can go to page 

45,  which deals wi th . . . [ ind ist inct ]  Aeroton inc ident .   I t  is 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  6 .    

WITNESS J :    Map 6,  dated 2021 -07-07,  two days before  

Aeroton.   So what  I  d id  here,  Commissioners,  I  took only 

those three dates f rom Tumelo  Nku 's ce l l  data records.   I  

on ly h ighl ighted the 7 t h ,  8 t h ,  and 9 t h  to  check h is movement  

for  those th ree days.    20 

 So i f  you check on the le f t ,  the keys are there.   On 

the 7 t h ,  i t  is  ye l low.   On the 8 t h ,  i t  is  green.   On the 9 t h ,  i t  

would be p ink.   So i f  you check,  I  have h ighl ighted the 7 t h .   

I  am not  sure i f  i t  is  v is ib le.   I  have h ighl ighted the 7 t h .  

ADV POOE :    Yes . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   Yes,  i t  is  v is ib le.    
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WITNESS J :    And i f  you go to the  map i t se l f ,  you wi l l  see 

yel lows are coming out .   I t  is  because now we have 

h ighl ighted only one day.   Even those other  ones,  you can 

see them in the background,  but  the yel lows are coming out  

because I  was h ighl ight ing that .    

 So the movement  was f rom where Tumelo was in  

Krugersdorp.   I f  we can open the l ive map and v iew i t  and 

zoom i t ,  you w i l l  see that  i t  was f rom that  s ide of  

Krugersdorp.   So the d i rect ion was going to Durban using  

the N3.   So he was moving a long the N3 to Durban.   So th is  10 

was on the 7 t h .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you know how that  he was moving 

to Durban?  Is  i t  t imestamps?   

WITNESS J :    Okay.   Yes,  i t  is  t imestamps to check the  

locat ion when he was at  Krugersdorp  and the last  movement  

of  that  day.   He ended up in  Durban.   But  in  the ear ly  hours  

of  the 7 t h ,  he was in  Krugersdorp .   So i t  shows that  he  

moved passing A lber ton.   A l l  these towers that  are a long the 

N3 going down to Durban,  h is  phone was p ick ing up a l l  

those towers down to Durban.  20 

 Dur ing the day,  that  is  when you see a lo t  o f  

movement  in  Durban.   I t  is  because he was there.   Others 

you can see that  i t  is  only one,  one,  one,  one,  one.   But  lo ts 

of  movement  are there in  Durban.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A f ter  th is  commission ,  South Af r icans 
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are going to swi tch off  the i r  phones.   What  they heard that  i f  

your  phone is  on,  everywhere you go,  i t  wi l l  be p icked up ,  

but  le t  us leave that  for  now.    

WITNESS J :    I  th ink I  even said that  wi th  one of  the lad ies  

who cal led me to  say I  th ink you are reveal ing too much.   I  

was worr ied about  the success ,  that  we wi l l  not  have 

success.  

ADV POOE :    I  th ink you can then go to the f i rs t  bu l le t  po int  

a t  page 36.    

WITNESS J :     10 

“Tumelo  was in  the  v ic in i ty  of  KwaZulu -

Nata l  f rom 2021-07-07 as he le f t  Gauteng 

on the same day,  accord ing to ce l l  phone 

towers act ive on both h is ce l l  phone 

numbers on .   The conta iner  

was st i l l  a t  the por t  in  Durban on 2021-

07-07 and i t  was re leased and 

t ransported on 2021 -07-08. ”  

We got  th is  in format ion f rom those p ictures that  had 

Transnet  logos.   We got  that  in format ion to say i t  was 20 

re leased on the 8 t h ,  which is  the date Tumelo Nku t ravel led 

back to Gauteng f rom KwaZulu-Nata l .   Even here,  

Commissioners,  we checked,  I  checked h is phone locat ions.   

On the 8 t h ,  he star ted in  Durban.   So i t  went  the d i rect ion of  

Gauteng.   When he was passing  Free State,  the  colour  
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changes f rom red on my presentat ion.    

ADV POOE :    [ Ind ist inct ]… page.  

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]… just  a  second.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  hope i t  is  not  record ing.  

ADV POOE :    I t  is .    

CHAIRPERSON :    We have your . . . [ ind ist inct ] .    

ADV POOE :    We wi l l  redact  i t ,  Cha i r  . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   Yes?   

WITNESS J :    Yes,  Commissioners.   I  was say ing the 

locat ion star ts  in  the province of  KwaZulu -Nata l .   You can 

see there is  lo ts of  movement  down there in  Durban  on the  10 

day.   So I  used colour  g reen on th is  one.   So colour  green 

represented the date on the 8 t h .    

 So as he was moving up around Free State ,  then he 

changes colour  to  p ink or  red.   I t  is  because i t  was another  

day.   12 o’c lock  midnight  he was passing the Free State  

Province.   That  i s  where now we had to change a date.   

Yes.   So he came to Gauteng just  a f ter  midnight .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  the quest ion I  had asked,  i t  

looked l ike they were c i rc l ing  around there once they got  to  20 

the Free State .   Why do you have four  c i rc les in  one p lace?  

Is  there a t ruck stop there?   

WITNESS J :    I  am not  sure ,  Commissioner,  because I  never 

went  physica l l y  to  check ,  but  the possib i l i ty  i s  that  h is  

phone d id not  use only one tower.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    There were towers  that  was catching d i f ferent  

towers at  the same t ime.   He d id not  use one tower.   

Because h is icons represent  towers  that  were act ive .   2021-

07-08,  which is  the date Tumelo  Nku t ravel led back to  

Gauteng f rom KwaZulu -Nata l .   This ind icates that  Tumelo  

Nku was moni tor ing the conta iner  f rom KwaZulu -Nata l  to  

Gauteng.    

 On the map dated 2021-07-07 w i th ye l low tower  

icons,  i t  is  when Tumelo Nku was moving f rom Gauteng to  10 

Durban.   The icon star ts  f rom Kruger sdorp which is  where  

Tumelo Nku is  res id ing ,  and la ter  was in  the v ic in i ty  of  

Durban.  

ADV POOE :    I  would not  say you have covered those two 

bul le t  po ints that  covers where he moves f rom Kruger sdorp  

to Durban and then back up.   You can then deal  wi th ,  I  th ink  

i t  is  the bul le t  po int  r ight  before the  b lue table.    

WITNESS J :           

 

  

   

 

   

     



    18 JUNE 2026 – DAY 121 
 

Page 126  o f  143  

 

 

          

  

 

           

           

 t h  h  h   

   

   

  

            

        

 

          

 

   

 

  

   

  

    

          

   

   

ADV BALOYI SC :     
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WITNESS J :           

            

 

   

            

   

ADV BALOYI SC :           

 

WITNESS J :    I  am not  sure .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  10 

WITNESS J :    When they go to KZN,  I  am not  tagging  a long.    

ADV POOE :           

   

WITNESS J :    .    

ADV POOE :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :       

WITNESS J :     

ADV POOE :     

WITNESS J :       20 
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ADV POOE :    Okay.   We can move to page …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :     

     

?    

WITNESS J :     

         

  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS J :       

   

   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV POOE :    Wi tness J,  we deal t  wi th  the movement  wi th  

Map 7 and 8.   So we can go to page 38.  

WITNESS J :     
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,  

   

       

     

        

      

         

     

  

      I   

     

      

         

   

 

      

   

  

   

          

   

o  
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ADV BALOYI SC :            

          

   

WITNESS J :          

             

   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS J :     

   

  

     

    c     

      

 

         

      

 

       

c        
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ADV BALOYI SC :            

   

WITNESS J :       

ADV BALOYI SC :     

WITNESS J :     

    

   

ADV BALOYI SC :     

WITNESS J :         

 

ADV BALOYI SC :            

 

ADV KHUMALO SC :       

   

WITNESS J :     
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…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :        

WITNESS J :              

          

   

         

 

ADV BALOYI SC :        

   

ADV POOE :    We got  a very la rge document  f rom Witness J  10 

that  we d id not  look because i t  i s  over  5  000 pages once 

converted …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you wi l l  s t i l l  go th rough that?   

ADV POOE :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   You can move to prof i l ing Mr 

Nku.    

WITNESS J :     

“Prof i l ing Mr Nku.   Dur ing my analys is of  

Tumelo 's  ce l l  phone data,  especia l ly  the  

messages on the messaging appl icat ions,  20 

i t  ind icates that  Tumelo  is  a fac i l i ta tor  for  

the conta iners that  are used to conceal  

i l legal  d rugs.   He is  involved in  drug 

t raff ick ing  and has people who are 

assist ing h im to fac i l i ta te the t raf f ick ing 
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o f  drugs.   Tumelo  Nku is  not  an in former  

as he a l leges because i f  that  was the 

case,  the drug -seiz ing was supposed to 

be seized in  Durban.   Why would he r i sk 

t ravel l ing a l l  the way to Durban and come 

back fo l lowing the t ruck?  Tumelo was 

work ing fo r     

 and had contacts wi th in law 

enforcement  who were assist ing h im wi th 

i l legal  act iv i t ies.   Samuel  Mashaba,  the 10 

law enforcement  off icer  wi th in the 

Gauteng Traff ic  Department ,  had 

connect ions wi th  other  uni ts  of  the  law 

enforcement  tha t  he used to  assist  

Tumelo  to achieve h is object ive,  which 

was to ret r ieve i l legal  drugs f rom the 

t ruck.   Tumelo  has an immovable  

property that  i s  registered under h is 

mother,  immovable propert ies that  he 

purchased using  companies so to h ide 20 

h is t rue source of  income.   There is  a 

property and vehic le that  are used by 

Tumelo ,  but  a l l  those are not  under h is  

name.   The property was purchased fo r  

R2 900 000. ”  
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That  property,  you can see,  he takes p ictures ins ide that  

property,  even outs ide.   When you do an address search on 

Google,  i t  wi l l  take you d i rect ly  to  that  property.   Even when 

Tumelo is  sending the code to h is  v is i tors,  that  code,  i t  wi l l  

te l l  you to say address  so-and-so,  we are v is i t ing Tumelo 

Nku.   I t  does not  say we are v is i t ing Din a . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   i t  

says we are v is i t ing Tumelo Nku wi th that  address.   So i t  

can te l l  to  say i t  is  h is  p roperty :  

 On the regist rat ion of  that  property,  he is  us ing h is  

mother 's  name and ID number,  but  the emai l ,  he is  us ing h is  10 

emai l  address.   So we can te l l  to  say even communicat ion ,  

i t  needs to be d i rected to h im,  not  h is  mother,  because that  

property belongs to h im.   So even the vehic les ,  those 

vehic les are registered under companies,  so not  on 

Tumelo 's  name.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And in  pro f i l ing h im,  what  d id you f ind is  

h is  regular  source of  income?  Is  he employed?  Is  he a  

businessman?  Is  . . . [ ind ist inct ]?   What  d id you f ind?  

WITNESS J :    I  wi l l  say,  Commissioner,  he is  a business 

person,  a lso doing drug t raff ick ing,  because he does have a  20 

company that  is  running now,  d is t r ibut ing Coca -Cola  

products .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS J :     Yes,  even these tenders.   And ana lys is of  

communicat ions,  though we could not  put  a l l  o f  them in my 
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s tatement ,  you can see that  he is  connected to the 

organisat ion,  Af r ican Nat ional  Congress,  because most  

branches,  they ask for  donat ions .   Others,  they wi l l  say  –  

even in  the Eastern Cape,  I  th ink he secured a table  for  the  

Eastern Cape for  the January 8 t h ,  I  th ink that  was in  2019,  

2020,  because the communicat ion was 2019 November.  

 So I  am not  so  sure,  ja ,  I  th ink i t  was for  January  

2020.   So because that  communicat ion was sent  to  secure  

the table fo r  the Eastern Cape guys.   So you can see to say 

even in  th is  o rganisat ion,  ANC, he is  connected because he 10 

is  funding other  organisat ions.   Other  companies  wi l l  te l l  

h im to say,  we are going to the Thule House,  p lease provide  

us wi th t ransport .    

ADV POOE :    And Wi tness J ,  you just  ment ioned that  

because of  t ime const ra ints,  you could not  deal  w i th  the  

var ious cards.    

WITNESS J :    Okay,  yes.   We do have cards tha t  are in  

Tumelo 's  name.   A l l  these bank cards are fo re ign bank 

cards,  but  they belong to Tumelo ,  because there  is  in i t ia l  

in fo.   You go to another  one.   I  requested when th is  20 

invest igat ion star ted,  I  once requested fo r  the f inancia l  

invest igat ion.   I  was never updated af ter  that  because the  

person that  was doing the f inancia l  invest igat ion got  

promoted to the . . . [ ind ist inct ]  SAPS.   So I  am not  so sure  

how far  i s  that  invest igat ion,  because af ter  that ,  the case 
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was wi thdrawn f rom court .   So I  d id  not  make any fur ther  

update on i t .   But  the f inancia ls ,  I  wanted them to be deal t  

by people who are specia l i s ing in  f inancia l  invest iga t ion.  

ADV POOE :    And do you recal l  how many fore ign bank 

cards d id you f ind  wi th h is  name?   

WITNESS J :    Four or  f ive,  f ive,  yes,  f ive d i f fe rent  banks.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  sorry.   P lease . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

ADV POOE :    Commissioners,  Wi tness J has ind ica ted that  

he found at  least  f ive d i f fe rent  cards f rom di f fe rent  banks by 10 

Mr Nku.   And we wi l l  get  the  re levant  p ic tu res and 

everyth ing in  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  o f  them being,  not  being  South  

Af r ican.    

ADV POOE :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :           

 

     

           

 

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

ADV POOE :    Wi tness J,  we can then move to your  

concluding observat ions.  
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WITNESS J :     

“ [62]   The analys is of  the ext racted 

handset  data,  WhatsApp chats,  Telegram 

messages,  Threema screenshot  images,  

ca l l  data records and movement  reports 

ind icates a consistent  pat tern of  

communicat ion and ut i l i ty  be tween 

Tumelo Nku,     

and Samuel  Mashaba and other  

ident i f ied ind iv iduals.    10 

[63]   The Threema communicat ions show 

repeated references to conta iners,  

vessels,  P ier  1 ,  Customs,  seals,  t ruckers,  

t ransporters,  and stuff .   In  my analys is,  

these references are consisten t  wi th  

d iscussions concern ing a movement ,  

moni to r ing ret r ieval  o f  goods f rom 

shipping conta iners.    

[64]   The communicat ions fur ther  ind icate  

that  Tumelo Nku,  us ing the a l ias Phi l ipp 20 

P le in ,  was in  d i rect  communicat ion wi th 

the user  ident i f ied as A lpha ,  la ter  l inked 

to WhatsApp analys is to   

  .   The compar ison 

of  the username,  greet ings,  phone 
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numbers,  and re lated chats support  th is  

ident i f icat ion.   The cel l  phone data 

records p laces Tumelo Nku in  the v ic in i t y  

of  Durban and KwaZulu-Nata l  dur ing  

re levant  per iods  when the Threema 

conversat ions concern ing conta iners and 

por t  act iv i t ies took p lace,  inc luding May 

2021 and July  2021.   This movement  

corresponds wi th the t iming of  messages 

re lat ing to the  re lease,  inspect ion,  10 

movement ,  and col lect ion of  conta iners.    

[66]   The Telegram communicat ions 

between Tumelo Nku and Samuel  

Mashaba,  inc luding the shared route to  

Yel low Jersey Logist i cs,  together  wi th 

ca l l  data records and images found on 

Tumelo Nku 's device,  establ ish a fur ther  

l inkage between the subjects ,  Yel low 

Jersey Logist ics and the conta iner  la te r  

found at  Aeroton cr ime scene.   20 

[67]   The images recovered f rom Tumelo 

Nku 's device,  inc luding  images o f  bags 

wrapped in  b lack tape and images 

ref lect ing conta iner  o r  t ransport  

in format ion,  fur ther  cor roborate the  
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communicat ion and movement  analys is 

re lat ing to the conta iner  and i t s  contents.  

[68]   The cal l  data records analysed in  

respect  of  Tumelo Nku,  Yel low Jersey  

Logist ics,  Sandra Engelbrecht ,  Samuel  

Mashaba,  Warrant  Off icer  Phokungwana,  

and Marumo Joseph Magane show 

communicat ion l inkages before and on 

the day of  the inc ident ,  inc luding the  

shar ing of  locat ions and contact  numbers  10 

re levant  to  Yel low Jersey  Logist i cs and 

the movement  of  the conta iner.    

[69]   The WhatsApp and Telegram 

communicat ions between Tumelo Nku and 

Samuel  Mashaba establ ishes that  there 

was an exist ing  re lat ionship between 

them pr ior  to  the  inc ident  and tha t  the i r  

communicat ion  inc luded  

    

     

   

[70]   In  my opin ion,  the tota l i ty  of  the 

d ig i ta l  ev idence analysed ind icates that  

Tumelo Nku p layed an act ive ro le in  

moni to r ing,  fac i l i ta t ing,  and 
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communicat ing about  the movement  of  

conta iners f rom the por t  o f  Durban to  

Gauteng,  and that  i t  was l inked to 

communicat ion and movement  data to  

other  persons re levant  to  Booysens CAS 

 

[71]   I  fur ther  conclude that  the  d ig i ta l  

ev idence supports the existence of  a 

coord inated network of  ind iv iduals 

communicat ing  across encrypted 10 

messaging appl icat ions and ord inary  

ce l lu lar  p lat forms in  re lat ion  to the 

movement  of  conta iners,  t ransport  

ar rangements,  and the suspected 

ret r ieval  o f  i l l ic i t  goods.    

[72]   The observat ions are based on the  

data ext racted f rom the devices ,  the cel l  

phone records obta ined through 

author ised processes and the analys is 

conducted using avai lab le d ig i ta l ,  20 

forensic,  and analyt ica l  too ls.   I  know and 

understand the abovement ioned 

statement .   I  have no object ion in  tak ing  

the prescr ibed  oath .   I  consider  the 

prescr ibed oath  to  be b inding  to my 
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conscience.     South 

Af r ica,  dated . ”  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Wi tness J .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  that  a l l  f rom your s ide,  Ms Pooe?   

ADV POOE :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Col leagues …[ intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  have a quest ion.   Sandra f rom Yel low 

Jersey,  d id you explore fu r ther  how she gets th is  ca l l ,  what  

is  involved wi th that  . . . [ ind ist inct ]?    

WITNESS J :    What  I  know f rom the second IO,  not  Colonel  10 

Sebola,  because I  th ink even Colonel  Sebola  went  to  Yel low 

Jersey,  but  the second IO,  because he brought  a ce l l  phone 

f rom Sandra fo r  downloading to DFI .   He says he went  to 

in terv iew Sandra.    

 What  Sandra said,  she does not  recal l  the date of  

the inc ident  where she spoke to  Tumelo,  but  she says 

usual ly  her  phone is  being  used by another  phone.   So i t  

might  be that  the col league took her  phone and made those 

cal l s  wi th  th is  other  person.   But  i t  is  a  long t ime ago.   She 

does not  recal l .   Even the phone download,  we could not  20 

get  any conf i rmed downloads.   But  I  th ink she gave a 

statement  wi th regards to th is .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then the  t ruck dr iver  and Nku,  

there was no communicat ion at  a l l ?  

WITNESS J :    I  was never provided wi th the t ruck  dr iver 's  
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ce l l  phone numbers.   I f  I  were prov ided them, I  would check 

i f  they . . . [ ind ist inct ]  the communicat ion.   But  f rom the 

WhatsApp chats,  there is  noth ing  that  wi l l  suggest  to  say  

Tumelo Nku is  communicat ing wi th  somebody who is  dr iv ing 

a t ruck because I  checked  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can you imagine that  i f  BMW is  

fo l lowing you fo r  s ix  hours or  e ight  hours  . . . [ ind ist inct ]?   

This guy has been fo l lowing me.   Now I  am at  Yel low 

Jersey.   I  am at  Aeroton.   This guy is  s t i l l  here.  

WITNESS J :    And h is locat ion is  on the day of  the  9 t h ,  hey 10 

can te l l  you to say he went  past  Yel low Jersey.   I  know 

Yel low Jersey is  not  far  f rom the N3,  but  there are  towers 

before you can reach Yel low Jersey.   But  the locat ion  of  h im 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  Roodekop,  s o which was where Yel low Jersey 

is  s i tuated.   Maybe he want  to  check the physica l  locat ion 

of  where the t ruck  was.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Noth ing e lse?  Thank you.   Thank you 

very,  very much,  Wi tness J.   You are excused.  

WITNESS J :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Thank you,  

Commissioners.  20 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS  

CHAIRPERSON :    We adjourn.  

INQUIRY POSTPONED TO 19 JUNE 2026  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  




