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PROCEEDINGS ON 19 JUNE 2026  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Sel lo .   Good morning,  

Mr Mpofu.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Good morning ,  Chai r .   Good morning,  

Commissioners.   Today we …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us f ina l ize the greet ings f i rs t .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Oh,  you are st i l l  on  the greet ings.   My 

apologies.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  thank you.   Good morning  

Chai rperson,  Commissioners and col leagues .   Good 10 

morning.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Good morning,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Morning,  Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Yes,  Ms Sel lo .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  am glad that  the Chai r  has real i sed that  

Mr Mpofu has decided to jo in  us th is  morning as par t  o f  

General  Senona 's legal  team, so previously Ms Tulk,  

Advocate Tulk was addressing you,  so I  take i t ,  i t  w i l l  be  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  whispered to Ms Tulk outs ide that  you 20 

decided to re inforce today .   

ADV TULK :    On inst ruct ion,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   Good morning,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Good morning ,  SC.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Perhaps,  Chai r ,  before we star t  
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…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  because there has been,  o r  a lo t  o f  

t ime has e lapsed.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink we should  do the oath again and I  

th ink you are star t ing  on something e lse anyway .   Do you,  

d id you take an oath or  d id you af f i rm,  I  have fo rgot ten 

now? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Good morning,  Commissioners.   I  

took an oath .   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ruth .   I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r igh t  hand and say,  “So help 

me God ” .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So help me God.  

LESETJA SENONA    (du ly sworn states)  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .  

EXAMINATION IN CHIEF BY ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  

Chai r .   General ,  there may be a number of  f i les around you.   

For  the moment ,  I  would ask that  you do not  bother  yoursel f  20 

wi th them.  As and when they become re levant  dur ing the 

course of  your  test imony,  I  shal l  du ly d i rect  you there .   

What  I  need you to have before you is  a f i le  marked your  

name,  supplementary statement  and annexures.   Do you 

have that?  



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 3  o f  286  

 

 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  we could then open that  f i le  and 

conf i rm that  you have f i led a  fur ther  supplementary  

statement  fo r  purposes of  your  test imony before the 

Commission ,  and that  appears f rom pages 1 to 11,  and do 

you so conf i rm ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   

ADV SELLO SC :    And i f  you turn to  page 11 of  that  

s tatement ,  there is  a s ignature and i t  is  dated the  2 n d  o f  

June 2026.   You conf i rm that  that  is  your  s ignature ?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  conf i rm that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And do you conf i rm the correc tness of  

the contents of  the statement  and that  you stand by what  i s  

s tated there in?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   

ADV SELLO SC :    As  par t  o f  your  statement ,  you have an 

Annexure LS1.   I t  appears f rom page 12 .   And you have 

referenced th is  par t i cu lar  annexure in  your  supplementary  

statement  and these are speci f i c  responses,  o r  these are 

your responses to speci f i c  quest ions posed to you in  the  20 

Regulat ion 10 .6 not ice .   Do you conf i rm ?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    For  purposes of  the record  then,  I  

suggest  that  your  supplementary statement  be considered 

as both the f reestanding statement  and the speci f ic  



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 4  o f  286  

 

 

responses to quest ions .   Would tha t  work for  you ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   

ADV SELLO SC :    We are then ready,  would be ready to 

turn to  your sta tement ,  s tar t ing  at  page 1 .   And as is  

t rad i t ion in  th is  Commission ,  when there is  a statement ,  the  

wi tness has an opportuni ty  to  have “ f ree t ime ”  to  speak to 

and summarise the content  of  that  par t i cu lar  document .   

However,  Commissioners,  dur ing th is  morning,  before we 

star ted,  and in  my engagement  wi th  General  Senona and h is  

legal  team, Advocate Mpofu had expressed a desi re to  10 

address you and perhaps th is  might  be an opportuni ty  for  

h im to do so through you,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr Mpofu.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you very much,  Advocate Sel lo  

and Chai rperson and Commissioners.   Yes,  mine is  not  

going to be a long Chai r .   My remi t  was real ly  to  p lace on 

the record cer ta in  con cerns,  shal l  we say,  which have been 

expressed by the General ,  which we wanted to put  up f ront ,  

and so that  h is  ev idence could be seen in  context ,  because 

these are issues that  may ar ise f rom t ime to t ime,  o r  which  20 

might  hamper the f low of  h is  ev idence.  

 And we would l ike those issues,  I  have been 

speci f ica l l y  inst ructed to put  them on the record for  

considerat ion by th is  forum,  or  any other  forum,  should i t  

become ever re levant ,  and so that  we are not  accused of  
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ra is ing those issues at  a  par t icu lar  t ime,  maybe because 

there are cer ta in adverse f ind ings or  something .   These are  

concerns that  were ra ised,  even i f  they wi l l  be favourable or  

neut ra l  or  adverse f ind ings .   Chai r ,  what  I  wi l l  do is ,  so that  

we do not  waste  t ime,  I  wi l l  just  real l y  do a h igh level  

presentat ion of  these issues.  

 I f  the Commission  would l i ke us to present  la te r  a  

more deta i led out l ine of  the same issues,  then we wi l l  be  

happy to do so,  but  for  now,  I  do  not  want  to  get  in to too 

much of  the minut iae .   But  the f i rs t  issue,  Chai r ,  is  the,  10 

maybe I  should just  say that  the genera l  heading real ly  of  

a l l  what  I  am saying is  concerns regard ing what  the General  

fee ls has been unfa i r  t reatment  by the Commission ,  and 

that  is  on the bas is that  the Commission  is  enjo ined to t reat  

wi tnesses and everyone fa i r ly ,  and I  th ink that  is  common 

cause,  nobody can quibble wi th tha t .    

 So the f i rs t  o f  those topics,  then,  is  the ser ia l  

re fusal  by the Commission  to furn ish in format ion upon 

request ,  and again,  we are happy to furn ish the deta i l  and 

the chronology,  the b low by b low of  we wrote th is  le t ter ,  we 20 

got  th is  nonchalant  response,  o r  no response at  a l l ,  or  an  

unreasonable response,  there are  many examples of  that ,  

but  that  is  the broad area of  concern.  

 In  fact ,  wi thout  get t ing in to much deta i l ,  one of  

those responses was something l i ke,  wel l ,  you do not  have 
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to  know what  other  people have said about  you,  just  say 

what  you know,  k ind of  th ing,  and i t  would be hard to 

bel ieve that  that  is  a pol icy of  th is  Commission ,  because as 

we know,  people have a r ight  of  reply,  and that  is  one of  the  

most  fundamenta l  r ights under the broad rubr ic  of  audi  

a l terem partem  and in  our  v iew,  that  is  why the Commission  

is  populated by legal ly  t ra ined people a l l  around,  so that  

those t r i te  issues of  fa i rness can be observed .    

 The second issue is  re lated to the  f i rs t  one,  which 

is  th is  issue of  r ight  of  reply .   There are var ious,  we 10 

understand the d i f ference between ,  you know,  being  cal led  

here on speci f ic  accusat ions and therefore being ent i t led to 

the documentat ion,  and being asked to assist  the  

Commission  and a l l  that .   

 We are  not  deal ing wi th th is  at  that  technica l  level ,  

but  whichever category one fa l ls  in ,  they sure ly have a r ight  

to ,  a t  the min imum, to know,  to  face thei r  accusers ,  to  use 

the col loquia l  expression,  and fac ing the accusers does not  

mean l i tera l ly  fac ing them, i t  just  means knowing what  i t  is  

that  i s  going  to be said,  which  you might  have to  respond 20 

to.  

 The next  i ssue,  which is  the th i rd in  my l i s t ,  is  that  

one of  the th ings we have been asked to do is  to  ensure 

that  there wi l l  be  no st ra y ing outs ide of  the subpoena that  

has brought  us  here,  and the spec i f ic  issues that  a re ra ised 
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there,  and that  i s  probably  re lated  to what  might  be the next  

issue,  so I  might  as wel l  ra ise i t  in  combinat ion ,  Chai r ,  just  

to  save t ime,  which  is  the feel ing of  the General  and us that  

the issues that  he has been asked to deal  wi th  have 

actual ly  been dea l t  wi th  in  h is  f i rs t  appearance here .    

 We might  be wrong about  th is ,  but  on our  

unscient i f ic  analys is,  he is  probab ly been the wi tness who 

has been cal led back more than anyone e lse to come back 

here,  despi te  the  fact  that  he tes t i f ied for  three days in  

January.  And …[ intervenes] .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  a wi tness that  test i f ied for  e ight  

days.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The days may have been consecut ive,  I  

am not  sure,  but  they are st i l l  e igh t  days,  so  far  more than 

the General  d id.   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r ,  I  do not  want  to  be n i tp ick ing,  

ours is  not  about  the number of  days so much as the to ing 

and f ro ing,  and being cal led,  and then cal led back,  and then 

cal led back,  but  I  take your  point ,  Chai r .   The,  so i f  we do 20 

not  have the gold  medal  in  that ,  we wi l l  p robably have the 

s i l ver .   So,  we are st i l l  …[ in te rvenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Mpofu,  can you just  repeat  the four th  

point?  

ADV MPOFU SC :    The four th point  …[intervenes] .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    The four th point  is ,  I  was saying I  am 

merging  i t  wi th  the th i rd point ,  that  was about  repet i t ive 

quest ions.   Ja,  so i t  is ,  i f  you l i ke ,  i t  might  be a subset  of  

the th i rd point .   I t  covers ,  Commissioner Baloyi ,  i t  covers  

two issues,  one is  my or ig inal  s ta tement  that  the issue of  

the break- in ,  thef t ,  whatever  you cal l  i t ,  in  Port  Shepston e 

was,  as you might  remember,  I  th ink i t  was the last  top ic for  

h is  January test imony,  and i t  was covered extensive ly .    

 The resul t  o f  that  is  that  you wi l l  f ind that  when you 10 

read the statement  that  was ident i f ied by my col league ,  Ms 

Sel lo ,  which is  LS1,  that  is  where we respond to the speci f ic  

quest ionnai re,  you wi l l  f ind that  maybe on more than,  i f  

there are 10 quest ions,  and I  th ink there are more than that ,  

there are about  15,  but  more than 50% or  even 60% of  

those quest ions,  you wi l l  f ind that  we actual ly  just  refer ,  the  

answer is  to  refer  you back to the t ranscr ip t  on  many 

occasions.  

 And that  is  because the same th ing that  was asked 

then is  being asked now,  and we do not  understand why 20 

that  same informat ion has to be sol ic i ted at  g reat  expense 

for  the second t ime,  because i t  does not  change,  and that  is  

why we l i tera l l y  quoted,  i t  was not  out  of  d isrespect ,  but  we 

just  quote exact ly  verbat im what  was said before .   

 We do take the  point ,  o f  course,  that  s ince he 
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test i f ied,  there has been fur ther  ev idence around the same 

issues,  so I  am not  quibbl ing wi th that ,  but  the issue is  that  

i t  is  qui te  oppressive to the General  to  have to  repeat 

h imsel f .   And then maybe the one issue,  maybe le t  me star t ,  

I  wi l l  come to th is  one last .    

 Related to th is  issue of  repet i t ion or  cover ing the  

same ground is  an issue which ,  you know,  to  the naked eye 

might  not  seem important ,  but  i t  is  the expenses to which  

the General  i s  subjected because of  what  he might  perceive 

to be repet i t ion o f  the same ground .   You would appreciate  10 

Commissioners,  Chai rperson and Commissioners,  that  every 

t ime he has to come here or  every  t ime he has to deal  wi th  

a subpoena or  a  set ,  and then there is  even an instance 

where the subpoena was l i te ra l l y  exact ly  the same as the 

one that  had been g iven last  year ,  and then we poin ted that  

out  and there was duly an apology.    

 Wel l ,  maybe not  a,  maybe I  am put t ing  i t  too  

st rongly,  but  the  Commission  said,  no,  sorry,  tha t  was a 

mistake,  here is  the cor rect  one .   But  that  mistake means 

that  he has now to consul t  on that  wrong document ,  and 20 

when i t  is  d iscovered that  i t  is  the  wrong document ,  a  le t te r  

has to be wr i t ten  and then the apology which we accept  is  

issued.   But  that  does not  change the d iscomfor t  or  

inconvenience,  and that  i s  just  one example  and therefore i t  

is  a  very cost ly  exerc ise .   
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 I  have not  done the count ,  but  my learned f r iend,  

Ms Tulk,  assures me that  the General  has had to be doing 

th is  to - ing and f ro - ing about  s ix  t imes now,  or  that  th is  i s  

h is  s ix th appearance,  and I  am sure that  a lso  inc ludes the  

t imes when he d id not  actual ly  tes t i fy .   And I  know i t  a lso 

inc ludes the t ime when the lega l  representat ive was not  

fee l ing wel l ,  so  I  am not  p i l ing a l l  o f  that  onto the  

Commission .   I  am s imply say ing that  i t  i s  qui te  an  

expensive exerc ise .    

 Now,  the last  point  which is  qui te  worry ing is ,  I  wi l l  10 

cal l  i t  for  lack of  a  bet ter  word,  the issue of  re levance  and 

th is  i s  an issue which the General  fee ls very st rongly  about ,  

and I  hope i t  wi l l  be taken in  the spi r i t  in  which  i t  was 

in tended.   We are  not  object ing in  the sense of  saying he is  

not  going to assist ,  because he is  very wi l l ing to  assist  the 

Commission ,  and he wi l l  just  now do so .    

 But  he just  wants  to ,  for  i t  to  be known that  he is  

doing so under some ser ious protest .   What  do we mean by 

re levance?  The v iew which we hold ,  wi th  respect ,  is  that  

the Commission  is ,  shal l  we say,  conf ined,  legal ly  conf ined,  20 

to the terms of  reference and i ts  mandate,  and I  do not  have 

to mot ivate that  to  the people  that  I  am addressing.   

Everyone would accept  that  at  face value .    

 But  what  is  the re levance of  that  to  my address ?  I t  

is  the fact  that ,  and th is  i s  a lso re lated to  the fear  that  they 
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might  be st ray ing outs ide of  the quest ionnai re .   Our  

understanding,  Chai rperson,  is  tha t  th is  Commission  is  not  

some surrogate d isc ip l inary commit tee of  the pol ice,  where ,  

you know,  we have to in ter rogate whether  th is  one or  that  

one is  a good po l iceman or  a bad pol icewoman,  or  in  the  

genera l  sense,  in  the HR sense of  the word.    

 But  those issues might  be re levant ,  o f  course,  to  

the core mandate  of  the Commission ,  which is  cr im inal i t y ,  

in ter ference,  and a l l  that  is  def ined in  the terms of  

reference that  we concede .   But  sure ly there is  a l ine  10 

between that  somet imes inevi tab le over lap and actual ly  

focusing as i f  th is  is  a beauty parade about  who is  the  

bet te r  manager,  or  a k ind of  per formance assessment .   So 

that  is  the issue.  

 To the extent  that  the per fo rmance or  lack of  

per fo rmance might  be re levant ,  and maybe I  should 

in terpose,  a lmost  arguing against  mysel f ,  but  by saying we 

accept  impl ic i t ly  that ,  le t  us take th is  issue about  th is  thef t .   

The Commission  is  ent i t led,  of  course,  to  say we have to  

probe whether  th is  thef t  was a mat ter  of  sheer 20 

incompetence or  cr iminal i ty .   

 That  we accept .   But  there is  a d i f ference between 

that ,  as I  say,  inevi tab le over lap,  and then s imply going on 

for  days wi th a wi tness l ike the General ,  but ,  you know,  why 

d id you not  fo l low th is  p rescr ip t  o r  that  p rescr ip t .   Wel l ,  he  
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d id  not ,  but  i s  that  re levant  to  the te rms of  reference,  or  

might  that  show that  he could have been a bet ter  manager ?  

So i t  is  that  k ind of ,  i t  is  not  a  br ight  l ine,  but  that  we 

accept ,  but  we are concerned about  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  to  point  out ,  Mr Mpofu .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    In  the terms of  reference,  they say we 

must  look at  X or  omissions,  and whether  X or  omissions 

may have cont r ibuted.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Absolute ly .   10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So …[ inte rvenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Absolute ly .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    To the extent  that  conduct  const i tu tes  

an omission,  we would have to look in to that .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    No …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am not  debat ing i t ,  I  am just  

point ing that  out .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    No,  no.   I  accept  that ,  Commissioner  

Khumalo.   I  accept  that .   I  would never quibble wi th that .   I  

accept  that  in  the  process of  p robing,  you know,  le t  us say 20 

the d isappearance of  th is  bot t le ,  you might  say,  wel l ,  I  

omi t ted to take i t  dur ing the tea t ime .   I  accept  tha t .   The 

commission  or  omission,  l i ke in  cr iminal  law,  you can be 

l iab le for  a posi t ive act  or  an omission .   That  I  accept .   

 I  am making a d i f ferent  point ,  which is  that  in  the  
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probing of  the commissions or  omissions,  the fee l ing that  

we have,  par t i cu lar ly  f rom th is  las t  round of  quest ionnai re,  

is  that  the focus is  more on,  wel l ,  would i t  not  have been 

bet te r  to  go to Is ip ingo or  to  go to Port  Shepstone and so  

on.   And we accept  that  that  might  be re levant ,  but  that  is  

not  the core mandate of  the Commission ,  to  put  i t  crudely,  

as to  whether  i t  would have been advisable to  dr ive on the 

N2 or  to  take another  route .   That  may be re levant  in  the  

quest ion,  the u l t imate quest ion,  as  to  whether  the tak ing of  

the other  route was a  corrupt  act  or  to  go and meet  some 10 

gangsters or  whatever .    

 We accept  that .   But  in  and of  i t se l f ,  whether  they 

took th is  route or  that  route,  i t  rea l l y  has got  absolute ly  

noth ing to do wi th the Commission .   I t  might  have 

something to do wi th some performance assessment  panel  

of  the pol ice as to whether ,  you know,  so-and-so is  a good 

manager or  a bad manager.    

 I  th ink i t  is  that  nuance.   But  I  accept  that .   That  is  

why I  was saying  there is  no br igh t  l ine  and the mission is  

not  to  conf ine or  s t ra i t jacket  the Commission .   Obviously,  20 

the mandate is  w ide .   But  we should a l l  be carefu l  not  to  

overdo the per formance assessment .  

 Yes,  those are the issues that  we wanted to ra ise  

and as I  say,  there are speci f i cs .   We have a deta i led  

chronology,  for  example,  of  the correspondence between ,  or  
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the deta i led chronology of  the cor respondence between the  

Commission  and my at torneys.   I  do not  want  to  get  in to  

those k inds of  speci f i cs fo r  now .   I  th ink as long as I  have 

h ighl ighted the areas of  concern .    

 And by the way,  some of  these are ra ised in  the  

genera l  s tatement ,  in  the main body of  the statement ,  not  

the Q&A part .   Thank you.   I  am indebted to the Commission  

for  the indulgence .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mpofu.   Yes,  Ms Sel lo .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   Chai r ,  I  perhaps wi l l  10 

not  address every issue ra ised by Mr Mpofu  for  two 

reasons.   One,  i t  is ,  some of  these issues wi l l  be e laborated 

upon by the General  h imsel f ,  because they fo rm part  o f  h is  

statement .   So perhaps that  might  be the appropr ia te t ime 

to engage wi th them.  

 But  secondly,  because to  a la rge,  to  some extent ,  

Mr Mpofu takes issue wi th the processes of  the Commission  

and the re levance of  what  the Commission  is  pursuing,  

insofar  as th is  par t icu la r  wi tness is  concerned .   I  can put  up 

an argument  as to  why we consider  the wi tness re levant ,  20 

but  perhaps as a  genera l  po int ,  that  would be best  p laced 

wi th the Commissioners to  engage wi th .   So i f  I  do not  

address everyth ing,  I  want  to  ef fec t ive ly put  on record that  

i t  is  not  due to a lack of  answer on my par t ,  but  I  choose to 

l imi t  my answer on the two bases.  
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 However,  there are cer ta in th ings that  I  be l ieve I  

must  address because th is  would be st r i c t ly  wi th in the 

knowledge of  the Evidence Leaders  and not  necessar i ly  the  

Commissioners.   The f i rs t  compla int  is  a ser ia l  re fusal  to  

produce documents .   I  would l i ke to  p lace on record that  the  

General ,  even in  h is  statement ,  does not  make such an 

a l legat ion.    

 There is  not  a s ingle document  that  the Evidence 

Leaders have been requi red to produce and have fa i led to 

produce.   To the extent  that  there might  be overs igh t  on my 10 

par t ,  personal ly ,  on that ,  I  would be happy to be d i rected 

thereto,  and I  wi l l  t ry  and establ ish why that  is  the case .    

 The only issue that  the General  ra ises in  h is  

supplementary statement  are documents re lat ing to the 

test imony,  I  th ink  of ,  I  wi l l  get  the ranks wrong,  I  apologize,  

i t  is  Colonel  Pr ins loo and another ,  and he c la ims these were  

provided to h im two days before  h is statement  was due.   

When General  Senona 's appearance was postponed the last  

t ime,  these issues were speci f ica l ly  deal t  wi th  when my 

learned f r iend,  Ms Tulk,  addressed the Commission ,  and i t  20 

was h ighl ighted that  precise ly  those documents were  

provided on the basis of  a  request  f rom General  Senona.   

The request  came in that  week,  and by the  29 t h ,  the 

documents were provided .   So,  i t  becomes chal lenging fo r  

me to appreciate  exact ly  which documents we are  said to  
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have refused to produce on a ser ia l  bas is,  and 

Commissioners,  I  dare say that  there is  none.  

 Secondly,  and once again,  General  Senona wi l l  

address these issues,  I  do know that  Mr Mpofu says they 

appreciate the d ist inct ion between what  we would term a  

Rule 3 .5 not ice and a Regulat ion 10 .6,  but  my 

understanding of ,  and I  put  th is  in  inver ted commas,  of  h is ,  

and by h is I  mean the expanded def in i t ion  p lura l ,  compla ints 

seems to b lur  the d ist inct ion between the two .    

 I f  one has regards to  General  Senona 's statement ,  10 

h is compla ints stem largely f rom a  v iew that  we have fa i led  

to serve h im wi th a Rule 3.5 not ices .   And these are  not ices 

that  we issue based on test imony that  is  received and 

evidence by the  Commission  on the basis of  which we 

conclude that  i t  would appear somebody is  impl icated.  

 The wi tnesses he references,  in  our  understanding,  

and I  do accept  that  our  understanding may very we l l  have 

been wrong,  have not  impl icated General  Senona.   Those 

wi tnesses have test i f ied to what  they know about  the facts 

that  they were cal led upon to tes t i fy  on .   There may be a 20 

d i f ference in  response to  the same quest ion in  that  General  

Senona would have g iven a d i f ferent  response ,  but  that  

does not  in  i tse l f  imply that  he is  impl icated .    

 So technica l ly  i t  would sound l i ke,  and again I  am 

subject  to  correc t ion,  that  there is  an inv i ta t ion that  we 
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issue Rule 3.5 not ices because each t ime General  Senona 's 

name is  ment ioned by the wi tnesses who have appeared 

before you,  that  const i tu tes impl ica t ion ,  not  in  our  v iew,  not  

in  the manner tha t  that  term is  deal t  wi th  in  the ru les .   Once 

a wi tness is  impl icated,  we are under obl igat ion to issue a  

Rule 3.5 to  br ing  that  to  the i r  a t tent ion and to af ford that  

person the opportuni ty  to  deal  wi th  the impl icat ion .    

 We have found none and no Rule 3.5 not ices have 

been issued.   What  instead has been issued is  a Regulat ion  

10.6,  which once again is  a document  that  is  generated by  10 

Evidence Leaders  based on the  evidence and test imony 

before the Commission  where  we bel ieve,  in  terms of  the  

regulat ions and the ru les,  that  a speci f ic  person may be 

able to  shed more  l ight .  

 In  that  context ,  speci f i c  quest ions are posed to the  

potent ia l  wi tness and they are inv i ted to answer .   So i t  

becomes a chal lenge when we are conf ronted wi th an 

a l legat ion that  we do not  af fo rd wi tnesses,  in  par t icu la r  

General  Senona,  the r ight  of  reply .   His r ight  of  rep ly  as I  

understand would  ar ise where he is  impl icated.   Where he is  20 

not  impl icated,  h is  r ight  of  reply does not  ar ise .   

 In  any event ,  on a proper reading of  the ru les,  any 

wi tness who bel ieves that  they may be of  assistance to the  

Commission ,  e i ther  by provid ing  a cont rary pos i t ion or  

test imony,  is  ent i t led to  make appl icat ion .   So to the extent  
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that  i t  is  considered that  we have fa i led to issue Rule 3.5  

not ices,  which I  contend i t  is  not  correct ,  none was due to 

General  Senona on our  assessment ,  then i t  was st i l l  open to 

General  Senona and h is team to apply,  to  test i fy  on those 

mat ters.  

 Thi rd ly  and most  important ly ,  notwi thstanding the  

fact  that  Genera l  Senona has speci f ied which wi tnesses 

impl icated h im,  one,  in  h is  supplementary statement  he has 

fa i led to ar t i cu late that  impl icat ion ,  the extent  thereof .   And 

secondly,  has fa i led to take opportuni ty  to  deal  w i th  that  10 

which he considers to  be an impl ica t ion .    

 Now,  I  understand and I  th ink we a l l  do the basic  

legal  p r inc ip le of  everyone 's r ight  to  face thei r  accusers.   I  

am just  a t  a  loss at ,  you know,  wi th who in  th is  context  are  

the accusers .   There are no accusers to  General  Senona.   

Last ly ,  i t  is  impor tant  to  bear in  mind that  General  Senona 

was scheduled to  appear on the 8 t h  o f  May 2026.   He was 

par t  o f  the DPCI  KZN management ,  f rom the management  of  

Port  Shepstone,  DPCI,  Colonel  Pr in s loo and them, to  

Br igadiers Nyuswa,  h is  d i rect  report ,  and eventual ly  20 

h imsel f ,  the one person who is  responsib le for  DPCI  KZN.  

That  was the st ream that  was scheduled to star t  f rom on the  

8 t h .    

 Together  wi th that  were the people who were  

involved in  the actual  se izure and subsequent  sto rage of  
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the drugs.   We are here today on the 19 t h  o f  June,  s ix  

weeks la ter ,  in  par t  due to General  Senona 's own 

appl icat ion to postpone h is test imony,  f i rs t ly  f rom the 8 t h  of  

May up unt i l  the 1st  of  June .   He presented h imsel f  on the  

1st  of  June.   Due to the Commission 's own schedul ing  

chal lenges,  he had to be stood down to the 5 t h  o f  June.   

Came the 5 t h  o f  June,  we accepted that  h is  legal  

representat ive was ind isposed and there was a  fur ther  

extension.    

 So the s ix  counts of  appearance do not  seem to  10 

ta l ly  wi th  my record .   The request  that  he  come on ly af ter  

everybody has test i f ied on the Port  Shepst one drug bust  

presupposes that  those wi tnesses impl icate h im and there is  

no fact  that  even points to  that .   He was never in tended to  

be engaged on the mat ter  as an impl icated person .   The 

th ink ing has a lways been to engage h im as head of  DPCI -

KZN,  who I  assume,  perhaps wrongly ,  a t  the end of  the day 

would,  except  tha t  the buck stops wi th h im .    

 So the to ing and f ro ing of  correspondence has 

a lways been to t ry  and c la r i fy  th is  chal lenge.   Why General  20 

Senona bel ieves that  he can only  of fer  h is  vers ion  of  the 

events and the  quest ions posed af te r  everybody has 

spoken.   There are ru les as I  read them and the regulat ions 

do not  a l low for  that .   And i t  is  in  that  context  that  the  

response eventua l ly  to  h is  at t orneys was that  they need not  
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wor ry about  what  others would potent ia l ly  say.   He is  

requi red to address h imsel f  to  the  quest ions posed both in  

the regulat ion 10 .6 and the subpoena to the extent  that  he 

is  able to  do so .    

 Should another  w i tness come forward af te r  he has 

test i f ied to cont radict  h im,  then that  is  fo r  the Commission  

to engage wi th  and to determine whose vers ion is  

acceptable and on what  basis .   I  do not  know how other  

Commissioners in tend to deal  wi th  th is ,  but  to  the extent  

that  I  p roper ly  understood,  my col league Mr Mpofu sounds 10 

l ike he wants assurances that  there wi l l  be no st ray ing 

outs ide the subpoena.  

 I  do not  know what  that  means ,  but  I  can assure  

h im that  subpoenas are issued,  regulat ion 10 .6 ’ s  a re  

issued,  and in  the course of  engagement  w i th the  

wi tnesses,  there are issues that  a r ise f rom the quest ion and 

answer session  and fo r  lack of  a  bet ter  te rm,  I  wi l l  ca l l  them 

of fshoots  and I  do not  know i f  i t  is  the of fshoots that  he  

would deem const i tu tes st ray ing outs ide  the subpoena,  but  

that  might  be an issue wi th my understanding .    20 

 Did the General  speak to some of  these mat ters at  

h is  previous appearance in  January  2026 ?  Yes,  he d id,  and 

we are t ru ly  aware of  that .   However,  s ince h is appearance 

in  2026,  the Commission  has been p laced in  possession of  

s ign i f i cant  documents that  a re re levant  to  the issue.   Other  
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wi tnesses have test i f ied and,  too,  produced documents 

before the Commission .   As the head of  the KZN DPCI,  we 

bel ieve that  i t  is  necessary to  engage h im based on what  

has s ince come to  l ight .   I  do not  see that  to  be a cha l lenge,  

and i t  does not ,  as  far  as I  am concerned,  const i tu te to ing  

and f ro ing.   I t  is  assist ing th is  Commission  to arr i ve  at  a  

correct  factual  posi t ion  as regards mat ters that  fa l l  wi th in 

i ts  terms of  reference .   The re levance,  we mainta in that  

they are re levant .   The ru les and regulat ions te l l  us so.  

 At  the r i sk of  s tat ing the obvious,  amongst  other  10 

th ings,  what  th is  Commission  is  mandated to in ter rogate is  

whether  cr iminal  syndicates,  inc luding but  not  l imi ted  to 

drug car te ls ,  have in f i l t ra ted or  exer ted in f luence over  a 

range of  ent i t ies,  inc luding the SAP S,  of  which the DPCI is  

a par t ,  and then,  to  consider  the adequacy of  current  

leg is la t ion pol ic ies  and inst i tu t ional  ar rangements in  

prevent ing such in f i l t ra t ion,  and then to make 

recommendat ions where necessary .   I  do not  understand the 

content ion that  where he admi ts he d id not  fo l low 

prescr ip ts,  that  that  i s  where the issue must  d ie for  20 

purposes of  the terms of  reference for  th is  Commission .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The one I  had in  mind ,  Ms Sel lo ,  was 

3,  which says the  ro le of  senior  SAP S members in  a id ing or  

abet t ing cr iminal  act iv i t y  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    E i ther  through act  or  omission .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  fu l ly  agree,  and Commissioner 

Khumalo,  thank you .   So,  the chal lenge I  have is  what 

comes across as  a posi t ion that  says,  notwi thstanding the  

wording of  the terms of  reference,  the purpose of  the 

Commission ,  tha t  the head of  the inst i tu t ion that  was 

responsib le for  p recise ly these drugs cannot  be engaged 

more than once and cannot  render assistance to th is  

Commission .  

 And i f  I  recal l ,  our  ru les requi re  that  a wi tness 10 

becomes avai lab le and answers  the quest ions to the 

sat is fact ion of  the Commission .   To the extent  that  the 

Commissioners remain unsat is f ied,  I  submi t  that  the 

Commissioners are ent i t led to recal l  a  wi tness to assist  

them in determin ing the cor rect  factual  posi t ion .   I  do not  

bel ieve,  as Mr Mpofu suggests,  that  th is  Commission  is  

at tempt ing,  as  he says,  to  be a surrogate d isc ip l inary  

process or  commi t tee of  the pol ice.  

 On the cont rary,  and par t i cu la r ly  on the basis that  

Commissioner Khumalo h ighl ights,  the ro le of  senior  20 

of f ic ia ls  in  SAPS,  inc luding KZN,  remains a p ivota l  quest ion 

before th is  Commission  and must  be answered  and the only  

person who can answer precise ly those quest ions are those 

who are deemed to be senior  of f ic ia ls  wi th in SAP S.   I t  is  not  

a per fo rmance assessment ,  but  there wi l l  be in ter rogat ion  
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about  the knowledge,  the appl icat ion,  and approval  o f  

conduct  by the Head of  the KZN DPCI of  members that  

resor t  under h is  author i t y  and that  engagement  must  be 

heard to understand,  as my  learned f r iend correct ly  pointed 

out ,  whether  i t  was,  he says whether  i t  is  incompetence or  i t  

is  del iberate .    

 To answer that  quest ion,  we must  f i rs t  understand 

what  the understanding was,  the appreciat ion for  app l icable  

prescr ip ts and the l i ke,  to  enable the Commissioners to  

make a determinat ion as to exact ly  what  t ranspi red .   An 10 

in terest ing point  was made by Mr  Mpofu,  where he states  

that  i t  is  unnecessary to  recal l  the General ,  par t icu lar ly  

where he admi ts that  he d id not  fo l low prescr ip ts.  

 I  am not  aware  of  such an admission .   I  am not  

aware of  h im so admi t t ing in  h is  f i rs t  s tatement ,  dur ing h is 

f i rs t  appearance in  January,  in  the supplementary  

statement ,  nor  in  the responses to regulat ion 10 .6.   I  see Mr 

Mpofu v igorously  shaking h is head,  so I  take i t  that  he  

means I  complete ly misunderstood h im.    

 I  wi l l  take that ,  that  the misunderstanding is  mine ,  20 

but  I  just  wanted to c la r i fy  that  precise ly what  the prescr ip ts 

provide for  and the extent  to  which they were compl ied ,  i s  a  

leg i t imate conversat ion to have wi th the General ,  and that  

has not  to  date been had .   Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   Yes,  Mr Mpofu?   
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ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Again,  I  wi l l  

endeavour to  be br ie f .   Chai r ,  wel l ,  i t  looks l i ke my learned 

f r iend,  there is  a  lo t  o f  th ings tha t  she says she does not  

understand or  she is  at  a  loss at  sea or  whatever .   I  wi l l  t ry  

my best  to  assist .   Chai rperson,  we are not ,  th is  i s  not  some 

quibbl ing about  technica l i t ies.   We understand very wel l  the 

d i f ference between 10.6 and 3.5,  as I  was at  pains to point  

out  in  my address .    

 But ,  you know,  those are just  lawyers '  th ings .   We 

are saying that  i f  a  person is  going to be,  i f  some negat ive 10 

or  adverse in format ion is  going  to be g iven about  me,  

whether  i t  is  under 10.6 or  10.20 does not  mat ter .   I  am 

ent i t led to know about  that  in  good t ime so tha t  I  can 

respond to i t .   So I  do not  want  to  get  in to legalese here .   

The issue of  the mat ter  is  that ,  I  th ink i t  was Warrant  Of f icer  

Sander,  Br igadier  Nyuswa,  L ieutenant  Colonel  Jacob and 

somebody cal led  Wi tness H ,  to  some extent ,  maybe the 

word impl icate is  too st rong,  but  there is  nobody who can 

genuinely deny that  adverse statements were made about  

the General  by those persons.    20 

 And that  is  a l l  we are  asking for .   We are  saying i f  

there is  going to  be adverse in format ion,  which might  not  

r ise to  the levels  of  impl icat ion or  whatever  to  a lawyer 's  

mind,  but  which is  adverse to h is  in terest ,  he is  sure ly but  

sure ly  ent i t led to  have that  in fo rmat ion .   Now,  we ask for  
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in format ion .   Just  as an example ,  there is  a le t ter  dated the  

1 s t  o f  June 2026 f rom my at to rneys,  which I  am using  th is  as  

an example .   I  was saying I  do  not  want  to  get  in to the  

minut iae .   But  the response to that  le t te r  comes f rom a  

Gerald ine Burger f rom th is  Commission ,  and I  wi l l  just  read 

the f i rs t  paragraph .   

 “With reference to your le t te r  dated 1 

June 2026,  we wish to remind your  c l ient ,  

that  a l l  wi tnesses are ca l led to tes t i fy  on 

thei r  knowledge of  any fact .   I t  is 10 

important  to  ment ion and p lace on record  

that  the i r  knowledge is  not  dependent  on  

whether  others who test i f ied before them, 

impl icate them. ”  

 And sure ly that  can be t rue .    

 “Your c l ient 's  s ta tement  that  was cal led 

for  through re levant  not ices cannot  in  any 

way be impl icated by someone e lse 's  

vers ion of  the t ruth . ”  

 This is  l ike an ar rogant  response,  I  am sor ry ,  which  20 

i s  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  was the nature of  the request  there  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    The request ,  yes .    

CHAIRPERSON :    On that  le t te r  of  the 1 s t  o f  June.  
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ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  again,  yes,  Chai r ,  again  I  w i l l  not  

bore you wi th  a long,  the whole le t ter .   I  wi l l  just  p ick up 

one paragraph,  just  so that  you get  the g ist .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    27.   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Paragraph 3.   Sor ry?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  is  on page 27.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  27.   Thank you,  Commissioner  

Khumalo.   Chai r ,  I  wi l l  just  read one paragraph.   I  am sure 

everyone wi l l  then get  the g ist  here .   So i t  says we refer  to  

the Chai rperson 's  ru l ing on 1 June and so on and so on .   10 

Then the paragraph says :  

 “Equal ly ,  we are a lso inst ructed to  

request  the statement  of  Warrant  Of f icer  

Kar l  Sander,  who in  h is  test imony of  1 

June made cer ta in a l legat ions against  

Major  General  Senona. ”  

 And i f  I  may pause there .   That  i s  what  we mean 

when we say made a l legat ions against .   As I  say,  i t  may or  

may not  r ise to  the levels of  impl icat ion in  terms of  the 

technica l  in terpre tat ion .  20 

 “And which a l legat ions our  c l ient  wishes 

to respond to . ”  

 Wel l ,  i f  he wishes to respond to,  he wishes to  

respond to.   Nobody can take that  away f rom him .   

 “Had our c l ient  been aware of  Warrant  
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Of f icer  Sander 's  appearance,  our  c l ient  

would have requested fo r  copies  of  h is  

statement  and  annexures before  being 

excused by the Commission  ear l ie r  

today. ”  

 That  was the 1 s t .   

 “Our c l ient  was made aware by the media  

that  he was impl icated in  today 's 

proceedings of  the Commission . ”  

 I  am just  reading that  paragraph as an example .   10 

So i t  was that  k ind of  request .   Then there is  another  one in  

the next  paragraph about  L ieutenant  Colonel  Duma and so  

on and so on .   And then we got  the  response that  I  just  read 

out .   And then the rest  of  that  le t ter  of  the response,  that  i s  

what  my learned f r iend,  Ms Sel lo ,  i s  just  do ing  about  

educat ing  us about  regulat ion  10 .6  and 3.5 .   So you wi l l  see 

that  the last  paragraph  say:  

 “To the extent  that  he may in  t ime be 

impl icated,  he shal l  be duly served wi th a 

3.5 not ice and af forded an opportuni ty  to  20 

deal  wi th  such an impl icat ion.   Cur rent ly ,  

there is  a ru l ing  requi r ing h im to  f i le  a  

statement  before  midnight  and is  

expected to do so ,  to  abide thereby . ”  

 And there is  a ve i led th reat  that  i f  he does not  do 
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so,  obviously  the  consequences would fo l low .   So,  Chai r ,  I  

am real ly  t ry ing not  to  make th is  in to a technica l  issue 

about  the meaning of  3 .5 and 10.6  and the word impl icated 

and so on and not  to  be technica l ,  as Ms Sel lo  r ight fu l l y  

pointed out .   I f  we want  to  go that  route,  wel l ,  we would be 

happy to do so .    

 And le t  me,  i f  I  do not  make one th ing c lear ,  le t  me 

make th is  c lear .   We do not  quibble wi th widening the scope 

so  as to reach the  terms of  reference,  the  issues in  the 

terms of  reference .   Ms Sel lo  made a good example  of  that .   10 

I  thought  I  had made that  concession a long t ime ago.  

 But  what  we are  saying  is  th is ,  maybe i t  is  much 

more nuanced that ,  and that  goes to,  I  th ink,  General  

Khumalo,  to  Commissioner Khumalo 's  issue as wel l .   

Commissioners,  i f  anyone understands me to be saying that  

the Commission  must  s imply technica l l y  just  look at  the 

terms of  reference and st ra ight jacket  themselves to that ,  

that  is  not  what  I  am saying.    

 A t  least  two of  the Commissioners and Ms Sel lo  

and I  were once in  a Commission  where that  was important .   20 

A lmost  every wi tness was asked about  regulat ion th is  and 

regulat ion that .   But  i t  was not  an  end in  i tse l f .   I t  was fo r  

the purposes of  determin ing whether  whatever the terms of  

reference of  that  Commission  were,  were compl ied  or  not .   

That  is  real l y  what  I  am saying.    
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 So le t  me make a  s i l ly  example.   I f  we are  going to  

be saying that  General  Senona was a lways coming la te at  

work,  r ight .   I t  might  be very in terest ing and dramat ic  fo r  

te lev is ion that  you know,  he came late a thousand t imes .   

But  the answer  is  so what ,  because that  can only be  

re levant  i f ,  as Commissioner Khumalo says,  that  was in  a id 

of  a id ing and abet t ing and a l l  those th ings that  are in  the 

terms of  reference .   Then i t  is  c lear ly  re levant .    

 But  i f  i t  is  an end in  i tse l f ,  that  is  a ser ia l  la te  

comer,  wel l ,  who cares?  That  is  the issue about  marry ing  10 

those per iphera l  issues to the te rms of  reference .   That  is  

real ly ,  as I  say,  maybe i t  i s  a  more nuanced compla int  that  

we are having,  but  there i t  is .   We just  want  to  p lace i t  on 

the record .   We do not  want  to ,  we do not  need to agree or  

d isagree wi th the Evidence Leaders  about  i t .   

 The last  point  is  th is .   We a l l  know the legalese 

about  impl icat ing  yoursel f  and incr iminat ing yourse l f .   I  do 

not  want  to  go there ,  but ,  and that  is  where I  make th is  

issue about  HR and d ist inguish ing th is  Commission  f rom 

that .   Let  me g ive you a l i ve example .   On the 31 s t  o f  20 

January,  two days af ter  the last  appearance of  the General  

here,  he was served wi th a d isc ip l inary not ice by the pol ice  

and i t  sa id in  so many words,  you are being suspended 

because of  what  you said at  the  Ma dlanga Commission .   

Just  as p la in as that .   I t  was not  even h idden .    
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 So i t  was a d i rect ,  so somebody was s i t t ing in  some 

HR of f i ce watching the proceedings here and tak ing notes 

and then they say,  okay,  now you  are being charged.   Now,  

I  do not  want  to  get  in to the legalese about  incr iminat ing 

yoursel f ,  but  that  is  just  a  l i ve example .   By the way,  that  

suspension lapsed because in  60  days '  t ime noth ing had 

happened.   We a l l  know,  again,  o f  the inappropr ia te ly  

named Madlanga uni t  in  the pol ice .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me on record say in  so many words  

that  I  ob jected st rongly to  that .   10 

ADV MPOFU SC :    I  know,  r ight fu l l y  so.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  immediate ly  engaged the Nat ional  

Commissioner and he agreed that  i t  was named wrongly .    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Right fu l l y  so .   

CHAIRPERSON :    But  unfor tunate ly he was suspended 

before he could do anyth ing.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  la ter  engaged the  …[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing] .  20 

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  yes.   No,  I  appreciate that ,  Chai r .   

In  fact ,  to  be honest  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Even the la test  name is  st i l l  unfor tunate  

because i t  s t i l l  has Commission  in  i t .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Exact ly .   But ,  Chai r ,  I  accept ,  just  to ,  in  
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your  defence,  Chai r ,  I  a lso became aware of  i t  when you 

ra ised the object ion  and i t  was a wel l - t imed one because i t  

could have got ten  in to the minds of  the nat ion wrongly.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  g ives the impression that  I  am going 

around arrest ing people .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Absolute ly .   Or feeding some uni t  wi th  

in format ion.   But  be that  as i t  may,  Chai r ,  and we accept  

impl ic i t ly  that  tha t  is  not  the case .   But  c lear ly  there are  

people,  whether  in  the inappropr ia te ly  named uni t  o r  

whatever  i ts  name is ,  i ts  new name is ,  o r  the HR of f ices of  10 

SAPS,  who see thei r  task as qui te  laz iness,  to  be  honest ,  

as just  s i t t ing here and watching here and then making 

notes and then pouncing on people .   That  might  be,  shal l  

we cal l  i t ,  an inherent  danger in  proceedings l ike th is .    

 We accept  that ,  but  a l l  we are saying is  that  we 

should  not  be p lay ing in to that  here,  in  whatever  way .   I  

th ink that  is ,  le t  me just  check my notes,  Chai r .   Yes,  the  

point  about  the repet i t ive nature o f  the quest ion ing is  not  a 

feeble point .   My learned col league,  Ms Sel lo ,  says,  I  am 

quot ing her  verbat im .   The Commission  has been p laced 20 

in to,  has s ince been p laced in to possession,  s ince he was 

here in  January,  has s ince been p laced in to possession of  

fur ther  in format ion on what  has s ince come to l ight .   In  the 

same breath,  she is  at  a  loss as to what  we are  compla in ing  

about .   This i s  what  we are compla in ing about .  
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 I f  the Commission  has been p laced in to possession  

of  fur ther  in format ion,  and that  has necessi ta ted fo r  h im to  

be cal led,  then we should be p laced in  the  same 

possession,  wi th  the greatest  respect .   That  i s  th is .   One 

does not  have to be a lawyer to  understand that ,  tha t  a l l  we 

are saying is  that ,  yes,  we accept  that  some new th ings 

might  have come to l ight .    

 They might  have necessi ta ted h im being recal led .   

But  what  i s  wrong wi th p lac ing us  in  the same pos i t ion as 

the Commission  in  respect  of  those new th ings that  have 10 

s ince come to l ight ,  so that  we are in  a posi t ion to  assist  

you.   That  cannot  be so d i f f icu l t  to  understand.  

 And,  ja ,  I  do not  want  to  get  in to,  th is  th ing about  

the buck stops wi th h im,  qui te  f rankly,  i t  does not  cut ,  does 

not  make the cut ,  because i t  does not  work l i ke that .   We 

know that  he was the head in  KZN ,  but  how far  do you take 

th is  buck,  proverb ia l  buck,  you know?  Then i t  means th is  

Commission  shou ld only have two wi tnesses,  the Min ister  

and the Nat ional  Commissioner,  o r  the President ,  because 

the buck stops wi th them.    20 

 I t  does not  work .   I  understand that  there is  a  

h ie rarchy and maybe other  smal l  b ucks a long the way ,  but  i t  

cannot  be that  s imply because I  am overa l l  in  charge,  then I  

am expected to know every l i t t le  deta i l  about  every room in 

SAPS in the who le count ry.   Sure ly,  that  is  not  what  the  
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buck stops here means .    

CHAIRPERSON :    On your penul t imate point ,  Mr  Mpufu,  

about  Ms Sel lo 's  submission,  that  the General  must  respond 

to quest ions or  test i f y  today because the Commiss ion  has 

s ince been p laced in  possession  of  new informat ion ,  on 

that ,  and you then say that  i t  is  exact ly  because of  that  that  

the General  must  a lso be p laced in  possession  of  that  

in format ion.   You d id g ive,  or  ra ther  refer red to the one 

example f rom the le t ter .    

 As we s i t  here now,  are you in  a posi t ion to i temize 10 

the in format ion that  the General  has not  been fu rn ished 

wi th?  I  am ask ing that  so  that ,  so  as  to see whether  

engagements between you and Ms Sel lo  cannot  resolve  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Can resolve the issue.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Resolve that  issue,  yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r ,  yes,  we are in  such a posi t ion ,  but  

again,  I  am at  pains to say that  we do not  want  to  delay the 

test imony.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  a l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  20 

ADV MPOFU SC :    We s imply want  to  qual i f y  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    So that  i f  we get  to  a  stage where  the 

General ,  for  example,  says,  I  cannot  answer that  because I  

am being ambushed,  o r  I  am hear ing about  i t  for  the f i rs t  
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t ime,  then at  least  th is  background must  be taken in to 

account ,  not  real l y ,  but  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is ,  thank you for  that .   That  i s  a very 

pract ica l  approach .   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  p ract ica l  approach,  Chai r ,  but  i t  wi l l  

a lso assist .   Remember,  my f i rs t  qual i f icat ion was that  

should i t  become necessary,  we wi l l  i temize these th ings ,  

because i f  you do i t  now,  i t  wi l l  jus t  take a long t ime .   That  

is  why I  was just  g iv ing the h ighl ights .   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  10 

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r ,  l e t  me just  make,  at  the expense 

of  speaking against  what  I  have just  sa id,  I  wi l l  just  g ive  

you another  prac t ica l  example.   We have been asking fo r  

the statement ,  the Commission ’ s  s tatement  of ,  what  is  i t ,  

Br igadier  Nyuswa,  just  as  an example ,  and we have not  

been furn ished wi th that .    

 Now,  i t  turns out  two days ago,  I  am s i t t ing at  home 

watching the Commission  at  n igh t .   I  can only watch the 

repeats  here.   And the fo l lowing quest ion is  put  to ,  or  not  

even a quest ion ,  i t  is  an answer coming f rom General  20 

Nyuswa.   I f  I  am not  mistaken,  i t  is  paragraph 43 of  h is  

statement .  

 He says,  you know,  I  was made to  understand that  

General  Senona has a problem wi th th is .   And one of  the  

Commissioners,  I  am not  sure  wh ich  one,  says,  we were 



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 35  o f  286  

 

 

made to understand by who ?  And he says,  by the Evidence 

Leaders.   That  is ,  you wi l l  f ind that  l i tera l l y  the whole  nat ion 

was watching i t .   Now,  what  does that  say to me ?  I t  says 

that  when Br igadier  Nyuswa was being recognized or  

prepar ing fo r  h is  statement ,  he was to ld what  the vers ion of  

General  Senona wi l l  be on that  par t i cu lar  point .   I t  is  not  

important  fo r  now,  whatever the point  was .   

 Now,  a l l  we are  asking is  fo r  the same courtesy 

wi th respect ,  that  when General  Senona was a lso doing h is 

statement ,  i t  wou ld have been very n ice that  he knew what  10 

the cont rary vers ions,  o r  whatever  i t  is ,  o f  whoever i t  is ,  to  

the extent  that  they were avai lab le .    

 We accept  that  the Evidence Leaders  are not  

magic ians or  c la i rvoyants who would know what  someone is  

going to say in  the future  but  to ,  or  sangomas.   But  to  the  

extent  that  the in format ion was known,  i t  would  have been 

appropr ia te,  le t  me put  i t  l ike  that ,  not  just  n ic e,  i t  would  

have been appropr ia te,  legal ly  speaking,  for  h im to be 

p laced in  the same posi t ion tha t  the Evidence Leaders  

chose to put  Br igadier  Nyuswa,  jus t  on that  point .   As I  say,  20 

the point  i tse l f  is  not  important ,  but  i t  is  the pr inc ip le  that  I  

am addressing .   Thank you.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Chai r ,  th rough you,  i f  I  may just  address 

the last  point ,  and I  do not  want  to  have …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps we shou ld …[ intervenes] .  
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ADV MPOFU SC :    By the way,  I  am …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me g ive  you an opportuni ty  to  

respond to that  one issue .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Just  speci f ica l ly  that  one.   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  le t  Mr Mpofu f in ish …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And then I  wi l l  g ive  you an opportuni ty  to  

respond.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  assumed he had f in ished .   I  saw h is  mic 

go of f ,  so I  made cer ta in assumpt ions  there.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    When he said thank you,  I  a lso thought  

so too.   

ADV MPOFU SC :    No,  I  was just  being courteous,  Chai r .   I  

have lost  my t ra in  of  thought  now.   I  was saying,  Cha i r ,  that  

the,  what  we requi re is  to  be p laced in  a posi t ion where we 

can maximal ly  assist  th is  Commiss ion .   Real ly ,  that  is  real ly  

a l l  I  was saying .   I t  is  a l l  very wel l ,  i f  people want  to  come 

here and then say th ings,  and then say,  no,  I  am hear ing 

about  that  for  the f i rs t  t ime,  so  that  we can come again,  

which is  exact ly  what  we want  to  avoid,  for  h im to come for  20 

the seventh t ime,  or  the  s ix th t ime,  whatever  the number is ,  

s imply because,  as you say,  Chai r ,  le t  us say,  for  example,  

I  was going to g ive you th is  cata logue of  th ings now,  and 

g ive i t  to  Ms Sel lo ,  and i t  turns out  that  they were deserved 

to be g iven anyway ,  what  wi l l  be the resul t  o f  that ?   
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 I t  wi l l  be that  he must  now be g iven that  opportuni ty  

to  come here again next  week,  o r  next  month,  and so on.   

We do not  want  that ,  because he does not  have the means 

to do that .   Every t ime he comes here,  he has to pay 

lawyers ,  he has to,  th is  i s  a person who is  not  a person of  

means and i t  is ,  but  at  the same t ime,  he  does not  want  to  

face the r i sk of  be ing pounced upon by that  uni t  whose 

name we wi l l  not  repeat  af te r  he has been here .   So the  

r isks are real .   They are  not  speculat ive,  as I  have ind icated 

wi th the quest ion  of  the suspension and so on.   Thank you,  10 

Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mpofu.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Mpofu,  I  th ink in  fa i rness to Ms 

Burger,  because of  how you  have character ized her  

response,  and she does not  have a r ight  to  respond in  th is  

p lat fo rm,  I  th ink in  fa i rness to her ,  th is  must  be p laced on 

record.   The context  of  the le t ter  of  the 1 s t  o f  June f rom 

your inst ruct ing  at torney,  what  that  le t te r  does in  the 

penul t imate,  in  the last  paragraph,  in  fact ,  in  paragraph 4 

and 5,  4 and 5,  what ,  in  fact ,  maybe le t  me f i rs t  say,  the 20 

context  of  the le t ter  is  ear l ier  in  the day there  had been a  

ru l ing by the Chai rperson,  as you correct ly  say,  that  

General  Senona should f i le  a statement .    

 Now,  th is  le t ter  f rom the at torneys in  paragraphs 4  

and 5 seeks a postponement  of  the f i l ing of  that  s tatement  
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and that  postponement  i s  sought  on the basis tha t  other  

wi tnesses are st i l l  go ing to test i f y ,  there are other  

statements ,  I  should f i rs t  see those statements and I  should 

not  test i f y  f i rs t  before the other  wi tnesses,  that  I  want  to  

hear what  they  are going to say,  I  need to see in  the i r  

s tatements what  they say about  me .    

 The response of  Ms Burger that  you have descr ibed 

in  the way that  you  have character ized,  in  the way that  you 

have,  is  to  say that  General  Senona,  there is  a ru l ing,  you 

must  abide by  that  ru l ing,  and you cannot  get  a 10 

postponement ,  basica l l y ,  you  have been g iven a date .   So,  

what  you character ize as ar rogant  is  real ly  a resta t ing of  

the posi t ion and I  th ink i t  should be seen in  that  context  and 

I  th ink i t  is  important  that  the context  should be put  out .    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  i s  a l l  I  wanted to say about  i t ,  that  

in  fa i rness to her .   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  Baloyi .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    We accept  that  the in tent ion might  have 20 

been innocent .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    I  am s imply stat ing to the Commission  

how i t  was received by the General .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  okay.  
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ADV MPOFU SC :    And you know,  there was one,  fo r  

example,  that  sa id,  no,  you must  ignore that  subpoena,  

some subpoena,  I  th ink one of  the wrong ones .   I t  is  a l l  very  

wel l  to  say that  to  a person,  you must  ignore a subpoena,  

but  we a l l  know what  the impl icat ions are of  ignor ing a 

subpoena.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    So,  you can only do that ,  rea l ly ,  once 

you have been to ld to  do so ,  but  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   No,  no,  I  was just  deal ing wi th th is  10 

because I  thought  i t  is  important  in  fa i rness to her .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    I  accept ,  we accept  at  face value that  

maybe i t  was not  meant  as ,  you know …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Just  take a h ike or  whatever ,  however i t  

was understood,  but  that  is  how we read i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Because in  the end,  i t  does not  mat ter  

what  the tone or  whatever ,  in  the  end,  we were not  g iven 

that  in format ion .   That  is  real l y  our  compla int ,  not  the tone 20 

of  the le t ter  as such .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.   And maybe the other  th ing  to say 

about  i t ,  you know,  the response is  a response,  th is  i s  

about  the in ternal  work ings of  the Commission .   So,  when a 

le t ter  l i ke th is  comes,  i t  is  not  Ms Burger who responds of  
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her  own accord and in i t ia t ive .   Something l ike th is  comes to  

the Commissioners,  that  you gave a ru l ing,  we now have 

th is  le t te r .   So,  where she says you are requi red to comply,  

i t  is  a  communica t ion that  comes f rom the Commission ,  and 

I  th ink that  should  be c lear .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    I  accept  that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The second issue,  and the second one I  

ment ioned only so that  General  Senona does not ,  i f  he is  

under that  impression,  i t  is  c lear  that  he  is  not  targeted as  

such.   This i s  about  statements that  he asked for  th is ,  he 10 

was to ld about  what  General ,  Colonel  Nyuswa,  I  th ink 

Br igadier  Nyuswa …[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Br igadier .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  when in  fact  he had  not  been g iven 

h is statement ,  the Commission ,  in  the Commission ,  no  

wi tness who comes to test i f y  has been g iven statements  of  

wi tnesses that  have,  who were yet  to  test i fy .   We have not  

done that  wi th  any wi tness .   In  fact ,  the pract ice is ,  

s tatements of  wi tnesses do not  go out .   We do not  even 

publ ish them, we do not  g ive to the media,  we do not  put  20 

them on the webs i te  unt i l  the wi tness has test i f ied.  

 So,  insofar  as he may have requested statements  

of  wi tnesses yet  to  test i fy ,  the answers he got  are answers  

that  apply genera l ly ,  which is ,  s tatements do not  go out  

unt i l  a  wi tness has test i f ied .   And I  say that  only to  d ispel  
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any idea that  he a lone may be t reated unfa i r .   I f  i t  is  unfa i r ,  

i t  is  unfa i r  to  everybody who has had to test i fy  here .   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Ja,  thank you.   Chai r ,  very quick ly,  

again,  wi thout  any qual i f icat ion,  we accept  the assurances 

about  the  in tent ions and the pat terns of  the Commission .   

We have noth ing  to say about  that .   The issue we are 

ra is ing,  the fact  that  no wi tness has been g iven in format ion 

before does not  make i t  r ight ,  wi th  respect .   I f  i t  is  wrong,  i t  

is  wrong.   Whether  i t  is  been done throughout ,  then so be i t .   

Maybe those wi tnesses d id not  make the  requests,  repeated 10 

requests that  we made,  o r  maybe they d id not  need the 

statement .   We do.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Mpofu,  the pract ica l  and log ica l  

po int  is  th is ,  that  wi tnesses of ten have to conf i rm when the 

oath is  administered,  that  th is  is  my statement  and that  is  

my s ignature .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And of ten they have to correct  those 

statements and say,  no,  no.   So you can understand how 

impract ica l  i t  is  before a wi tness has conf i rmed that  that  is  20 

h is f ina l  s tatement  to  d is t r ibute i t .   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Fai r  enough.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because i f  a  wi tness then,  when they 

take the stand,  they say,  wel l ,  ac tual ly ,  as happened wi th 

Br igadier  Nyuswa …[intervenes] .  
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ADV MPOFU SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ cross- ta lk ing] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  d iscard my previous statements and 

I  am now re ly ing  on the one that  I  f ina l ized th is  morning  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  would have been pre judic ia l  to  your  

c l ient  …[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Absolute ly .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  the  ones that  Nyuswa had 

d iscarded were the ones g iven to h im.  10 

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So there are pract ica l  considerat ions 

that  in form some of  these processes .   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So do not  d ismiss them as being 

unworkable .   They are there fo r  a reason,  these processes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.   No,  Chai r  and Commissioners,  that  

is  Commissioner Baloy i 's  second point  that  you  have just  

ampl i f ied .   And again,  we accept  that .   I  am not  d ismissing,  

I  am s imply,  I  do not  expect  the Commission ,  I  am not ,  I  do 20 

not  want  to  be in  some debate  wi th the  Commissioners 

t ry ing to just i fy  some unjust i f iab le th ings here.   I  am saying 

here,  I  accept  that  you may not ,  i t  is  been expla ined to me 

now by the two Commissioners and I  accept  i t ,  that  i t  might  

not  be a pract ica l  th ing to do to g ive somebody's statement  
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pr ior  to  the i r  test imony ,  but  I  have g iven you examples 

where that ,  what  you  have just  to ld  me does not  apply .   So 

where is  the statement  of  Sander  then,  i f  what  you,  the two 

Commissioners are saying ,  because he has a l ready 

test i f ied,  he has a l ready owned h is statement .   So that  

explanat ion does not  assist  me,  as i t  might  assist  wi th 

another  wi tness yet  to  come ,  bu t  i t  cannot  answer my 

compla int  about  wi tnesses that  have a l ready compla ined ,  

rather  test i f ied.   Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Sel lo ,  there was the point  you wanted 10 

to respond.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  yes,  thank you,  Chai r .   I  th ink to  a  

large extent ,  Commissioners Baloyi  and Khumalo have 

addressed th is  point ,  and I  wanted to address i t  for  the 

benef i t ,  perhaps,  of  a l l  fu ture wi tnesses.   I f  one has regards 

to the very le t ter  that  Mr Mpofu has referenced f rom 

General  Senona 's  at tendance at  page 27,  i f  one has regards 

to paragraph 4,  that  h is  legal  representat ives state,  to  the  

extent  that  L ieu tenant  Colonel  Duma's test imony may 

impl icate Genera l  Senona,  i t  wi l l  be pre judic ia l  for  the i r  20 

c l ient  to  f i le  an incomplete statement ,  which is  s i lent  on 

a l legat ions which  may be made against  h im by Colone l  

Duma.   

 This was draf ted pr ior  to  Colonel  Duma present ing  

h imsel f  before the  Commission .   Now,  the chal lenge is  
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whether  or  not  h is  test imony may impl icate h im ,  and I  th ink 

Mr Mpofu cor rect ly  acknowledged that  we do not  have a 

crysta l  ba l l .   What  we have at  any g iven t ime is  a statement  

by a wi tness  and that  is  where Rule 3.5 k icks in .   I f  that  

par t icu lar  s tatement  a l ready impl icates somebody,  a Rule  

3.5 should go out  and set t ing  out  the extent  of  the 

impl icat ion .    

 But  when the statement  does not ,  then the Rule 3.5  

not ice is  not  issued .   But  in  the  course of  test imony,  the 

wi tness may expand on h is statement  and in  the course of  10 

doing so,  impl icate.   That  is  not  the or ig inal  s tatement ,  that  

impl icate .   I t  is  important  that  anyone who wi l l  be cal led to  

appear understands that .    

 And the point  Commissioner Baloy i  made,  Br igadier  

Nyuswa is  a Br igadier ,  test i f ied on Wednesday,  the 17 t h .   

Technical ly ,  the 17 t h  o f  June,  by the 1 s t  o f  June,  General  

Senona 's team wanted a copy of  h is  statement  and as the 

Commissioner points out ,  the Commission  does not  re lease 

any statement  unt i l  the wi tness has conf i rmed i t .    

 So I  do not  know how we can potent ia l ly  ass ist  20 

General  Senona,  but  I  th ink i t  is  important  to  point  out  that  

i t  is  not  a decis ion that  is  necessar i ly  pre judic ia l  to  h im.   I t  

is  pre judic ia l  to  a l l ,  so i t  cannot  be c la imed that  we are  

being par t i cu lar ly  harsh to General  Senona.   There is  no  

basis fo r  such conclusion.   Thank you,  Chai r .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   I  forgot  to  thank 

you at  the end of  your  reply,  Mr Mpofu.   Thank you.   

ADV MPOFU SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [microphone of f ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    I  am sorry .   Yes,  I  th ink i t  would be best  

to  leave i t  there,  Chai rperson .   We real ly  apprec iate the  

opportuni ty  to  p lace those concerns on the record .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  you said  when I  ra ised the issue of  10 

what  outstanding in format ion you st i l l  requi red,  I  th ink 

charted the way forward in  the sense that  you said ,  le t  us 

go ahead.   So I  accept  that ,  le t  us star t  wi th  the test imony.   

Let  us go ahead.   I f  anyth ing ar ises at  whatever  point ,  i t  

should be deal t  w i th  at  that  s tage .   That  is ,  as and when i t  

does ar ise.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai r .   Just  a 

correct ion for  the record.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    I  understand that  the protocol  is  to  refer  20 

to people wi th the i r  t i t les .   So to the extent  tha t  I  sa id 

Sander,  I  meant  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander .   Somet imes I  get  

confused wi th these ranks,  but  i t  was not  out  of  d is respect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  a lso do that  f rom t ime to t ime .   Not  so 

much just  refer r ing to the surname,  but  I  forget  the ranks .    
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ADV MPOFU SC :    The ranks.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  do something that  I  know is  

technica l l y  incorrect ,  I  just  say of f icer ,  for  example,  Sander .    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  of f icers are commissioned of f icers.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  every  pol ice.   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Sel lo .  

ADV SELLO SC :    We are ready to begin .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    General  Senona,  as you have conf i rmed,  

you have f i led a  supplementary statement  and we have 

conf i rmed i t  is  yours .   I t  goes up to page 11.   And as is  

pract ice in  the Commission ,  any new statement  that  is  f i led,  

the wi tness is  a f forded an opportuni ty  to  speak to the  

contents thereof ,  e i ther  by reading the statement  or  

h ighl ight ing cer ta in aspects wi th in the statement  and 20 

paraphrasing wi thout  undue in ter rupt ion  and I  would  l ike to  

g ive you th is  opportuni ty ,  perhaps,  to  do so .   Which par ts  

you choose to read and which you choose to summarize wi l l  

be at  your  d iscret ion.   Thank you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

 “ I ,  the unders igned,  Leset ja  Senona,  do  

hereby make an oath and say that  I  am a 

Major  General  in  the South Af r ican Pol ice 

Serv ice .   I  am current ly  employed as the 

Provincia l  Head of  the Di rectorate fo r  

Pr io r i ty  Cr ime Invest igat ion in  KwaZulu  

Nata l .   I  must  a lso emphasize that  

a l though I  am st i l l  employed wi th the  10 

DPCI,  I  am current ly  p laced on 

suspension . ”  

 And the suspension ta lks to  the issues of ,  in  the  

suspension le t te r ,  they say because of  the storage and the 

thef t  o f  exhib i ts ,  which emanated f rom the Commiss ion ,  as 

my Senior  Counsel lor  has a l luded to ear l ie r ,  before the 

Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Did the suspension not  lapse ,  or  d id I  

misunderstand?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i f  you a l low me .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  happened af te r  I  have test i f ied  

here,  I  was taken out  of  my of f ice at  gunpoint  and on the  

31 s t  o f  January.   I  ra ised the issues of  safety,  but  a  ru l ing 

was done.   I  was taken out  of  my of f i ce,  escor ted wi th  
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f i rearms,  and I  was to ld not  to  come back to the of f ice .   My 

tools of  t rades were taken.    

 A l though i t  is  not  in  my statement ,  I  am just  

br ing ing that  under your  at tent ion that  somet imes we come 

and test i fy  here ,  when we request  for  safety,  what  i s  i t  that  

we are fac ing .   And ever  s ince tha t  day,  I  am not  100% wel l  

in  terms of  safety ,  my safety and that  of  my fami ly .   And the  

suspension that  I  got  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  just  want  to ,  sorry,  sorry,  Genera l ,  I  just  

want  c lar i t y  on  whether  the suspension has not  s ince 10 

lapsed.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am going to  take  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink even Mr Mpofu touched on that  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And said because noth ing happened over 

the speci f ied per iod of  t ime,  i t  lapsed .   Now you are  saying  

you are under suspension .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  because of  that  that  I  wanted to get  20 

c la r i ty  on whether  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    On whether  i t  has lapsed,  i t  has s ince 

lapsed.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i t  is  two suspensions .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The f i rs t  one,  I  was provided wi th,  I  

was suspended,  and because evidence was g iven at  the 

Commission  under oath,  when you are suspended in  the 

pol ice wi th in 60 calendar days,  a d isc ip l inary hear ing must  

have commenced .   And then on the 22 n d  o f  May,  i t  was 77 

days af ter  I  was suspended,  the  suspension was upl i f ted,  of  

which i t  was upl i f ted by my superv isor  who d id not  have the  

powers to do so  because the regulat ion ta lks about  the  

Chai rperson who must  e i ther  upl i f t  or  extend i t  by 30 days .   10 

I f  the d isc ip l inary hear ing is  not  f ina l ized,  i t  must  be upl i f ted 

automat ica l l y .   I t  is  an automat ic  up l i f tment .    

 On the 3 r d ,  a f te r  I  have appeared here,  on the 3 r d  o f  

June,  I  was cal led to the ,  I  went  to  the of f ice here in  

Pretor ia ,  met  wi th my superv isor .   I  was provided wi th 

another  suspension.   The second suspension that  I  am on 

now ta lks to  the issues of  thef t  and storage of  drugs at  Por t  

Shepstone.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And today,  I  must  b r ing i t  under  20 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry,  cont inue.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  must  br ing i t  under the 

Commission ’ s  a t tent ion that  I  am more than wi l l ing to  assist  

th is  Commission .   I  am here but  the date the Commission  
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gave me,  a l ready,  there was a date  for  me to  at tend another  

d isc ip l inary hear ing  today,  at  10  o 'c lock,  i t  is  cur rent ly  

ongoing.   To show that  I  am wi l l ing to ass ist  the 

Commission ,  I  opted to come here,  not  to  go that  s ide .   

Thanks,  Commiss ioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  answers me .   Thank you,  thank you,  

General .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  cont inue,  Commissioner?   

 “ I  have previously f i led statements wi th 

the Commission  and test i f ied to the 10 

Commission  on the 27 t h ,  28 t h  and 21 

January 2026.   I  f i le  th is  fur ther  

statement  at  the d i rect ion o f  the 

Commission  in  te rms of  the summonses 

of  29 Apr i l  2026  and I  am duly author ized 

to d ispose to th is  statement .   The facts  

set  out  in  th is  s tatement  are wi th in my 

personal  knowledge,  unless otherwise  

stated or  ind icated by the context  

a l ternat ive ly  obta ined through reports 20 

made to me in  the course of  my dut ies by  

the var ious funct ionar ies wi th in the  DPCI  

KZN.   Fur ther ,  a l ternat ive ly,  to  the extent  

possib le or  feas ib le,  I  wi l l  a t tach any 

documents I  re ly  on in  substant ia t ing of  
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the amendments I  make here in .    

 This statement .   This statement  is  f i led in  

response to the Regulat ion 10 .6 not ice of  

24 May.   In  that  not ice,  the Commission  

cal led upon me to answer cer ta in 

quest ions re lat ing to the seizure of  541 

k i lograms of  drugs  (Cocaine)  …. “  

 I  want  to  add the word suspected Cocaine.  

 “At the CHC depot ,  Avenue East ,  14 t h  

Avenue,  East  Is ip ingo Prospect on,  10 

Durban Harbour,  on the 22 n d  o f  June 

2021,  which was booked at  Is ip ingo 

under reference number 

SAP13/373/2021.   The Regulat ion 10 .6 

not ice issued pursuant  to  the subpoena 

of  29 Apr i l  d i rects that  I  comprehensive ly 

address the seizure of  541 k i lograms of  

drugs (Cocaine) . ”  

 I  want  to  a lso add suspected Cocaine.  

 “At the CHC depot ,  14 t h  Avenue,  East  20 

Is ip ingo Prospecton,  Durban Harbour,  on  

the 22 n d .   I  have at tached my answers to  

the Regulat ion 10 .6 as LS1.   I t  forms par t  

o f  my sworn statement .   In  the body of  

th is  sworn statement ,  however,  I  address 
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cer ta in chal lenges on the management  of  

my evidence at  the Commission .    

 Issues concern ing the management  of  my 

evidence. ”  

 I  th ink some of  these issues,  i t  wi l l  be a repet i t ion.   

My Senior  Counsel lor  has  addressed the Commission  in  

respect  of  that .  

 “On the 29th  of  Apr i l  2026,  the 

Commission  issued a summons cal l ing 

me to tender cer ta in evidence .   Notably  10 

that  summons d id not  ra ise any new 

issues.   I  communicated as much to the 

Commission  through my at torneys of  

record on the 4 t h  o f  May,  when I  a lso 

requested that  in  the event  that  there are 

addi t ional  documents and or  in fo rmat ion 

the Commission  in tends to make use of  

dur ing General  Senona’s fur ther  

appearance,  we request  that  he be 

f in ished wi th in format ion  (documentary 20 

and or  otherwise)  t imeously to  enable 

adequate preparat ion.   A copy of  th is  

correspondence is  at tached  as LS2.   The 

request  has not  been met .   At  least  three 

wi tnesses have g iven ev idence 
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impl icat ing me in  the drug seizure and 

storage of  22 June 2021.   A four th  is  set  

to  tender evidence v ia audio l ink and in  

camera .   The f i rs t  o f  these wi tnesses to 

test i fy  was Major  General  Fly nn.   His 

statement  was f i led on the 4 t h  o f  May 

2026 and he gave evidence at  the 

Commission  on the 5 t h  and 6 t h  May 2026.   

The second wi tness was ret i red 

L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr ins lo o.   To  date,  10 

the date of  h is  redacted  …”  

 So I  do not  know when h is statement  was f i led wi th  

the Commission ,  so  which means the date he d isposed th is  

statement ,  I  am not  aware of  i t .  

 “ In  any event ,  he test i f ied on the 7 t h ,  11 t h  

and 18 t h  May 2026.   The Commission  

only fu rn ished me wi th the statements 

la te af ternoon on Fr iday,  29 May 2026,  a 

mere two days before my sworn  

statement  had to be f i led wi th the 20 

Commission  on the 1 s t  June 2026.   What 

is  more,  I  was a lso cal led upon by the  

summonses of  the 29 t h  o f  Apr i l  2026 to  

test i fy  on the 8 t h  o f  May 2026 and then 

postponed to 1  June ,  a l though I  was 
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advised that  my test imony may stand 

down to  the 5 t h  o f  June 2026.  As an 

aside,  I  have severa l  concerns regard ing 

my evidence tendered by Colonel  

Pr ins loo.   This  inc lude h is fa i lure to  

d isc lose to the  Commission  that  he 

in formed the  Dist r i c t  Commissioner in 

that  d is t r ic t  about  the storage of  the 

drugs and that  he requested V is ib le 

Pol ic ing pat ro ls  in  the area .   He a l leges 10 

that  I  inst ructed that  no one be in formed 

about  the  storage,  but  he  never  

requested addi t ional  assistance f rom my 

of f ice . ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry,  General  Senona,  just  to  be  

c lear ,  you are st i l l  re ferr ing to the  suspected Cocaine,  not  

another  storage?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    100%, Commissioner.   Apologies for  

my overs ight .   I  th ink i t  wi l l  happen of tenly,  but  I  apologize  

upf ront  i f  i t  is  a l lowed,  Commissioner .   Thank you.   Where  20 

was I?   

 “ I  inst ructed tha t  no one be in formed 

about  the  storage,  but  he  never  

requested any addi t ional  assistance f rom 

my of f ice .   Reference is  made to 
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paragraph 7 of  h is  af f idavi t  d isposed to 

short ly  af ter  the inc ident . ”  

 I  am not  sure i f  that  s tatement  is  here,  

Commissioners.   I  want  to  check so that  I  can read the 

paragraph,  but  i t  is  not  here,  but  we submit ted i t  p reviously  

in  January .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  I  may be of  assistance,  that  is  what  we 

are t ry ing to establ ish .   There are  actual ly  two statements 

by Colonel  Pr ins loo.   There is  one,  you said immediate ly  

af ter  the  inc ident .   There is  one of  the 23 r d  o f  November 10 

2021,  and another  of ,  I  th ink,  the 25 t h  o f  November  2021 .   

And I  ment ion th is  perhaps just  to  ask your at t orneys or  

your  representat ives to guide  us speci f ica l l y  which 

statement  they  are refer r ing to,  and we wi l l  be able to  

locate i t ,  and then you can have regard thereto.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  statement  that  he made 

immediate ly af te r  the inc ident  where we were requested by 

L ieutenant  General  Mosik i l i  to  provide af f idavi t  o f  the 

inc idents .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Hence,  I  say there are two ,  two days 20 

apart .   The one is  the 23 r d  o f  November,  the other  one is  

the 25 t h  o f  November.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  i t  is  presented before me,  because 

i t  is  a  long t ime ago,  I  wi l l  be able to  say th is  is  the one .   I  

th ink in  January,  we d id ta lk  to  the statement .   I t  was 
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handed in  before  the Commission .   I  am referr ing to that  

one that  we were deal ing wi th in  January .   

ADV SELLO SC :    I  th ink Advocate Tulk  might  be  able to  

assess.   In  the meant ime,  i f  i t  does not  d is turb your f low,  

you may cont inue whi le  we t ry  and locate the  actual  

s tatement .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you very  much,  

Commissioners.  

 “Lieutenant  Colonel  Pr i ns loo a lso  fa i led 

to d isc lose the v is i t  to  me by Br igadier  10 

Naicker ,  who is  f rom head of f ice,  and the 

two Warrant  Of f icers  at  Port  Shepstone 

of f ices . ”  

 Commissioners,  my of f i ce never received any repor t  

or  feedback concern ing such v is i t  or  inspect ions.   

Reference is  made to paragraph 10 of  L ieutenant  Colonel  

Pr ins loo 's statement  that  he depos i ted immediate ly af ter  the  

inc ident .   I  am saying th is ,  Commissioners,  because when 

head of f ice v is i t  any of  the provinc ia l  o f f ices,  the protocol  

wi l l  be that  you report  a t  the  provinc ia l  o f f i ce your 20 

presence,  and then that  I  am v is i t ing th is  of f ice .    

 I f  i t  is  invest igat ion of  a  sensi t i ve  nature,  you just  

report  your  presence and you go do your invest igat ion.   And 

I  have never rece ived any report  f rom nat ional  o f f ice  or  any 

document  in  respect  of  such a v is i t ,  as wel l  as the outcome 
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o f  the inspect ions that  was conducted there .  

 “He ind icated that  he  could not  …”  

[ in tervenes]  

ADV BALOYI  SC :    Sorry,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  the point ,  I  am t ry ing to understand the  

point  you are making here at  12.2 .   Is  i t  that  you d ispute  

that  there was such a v is i t  that  he  speaks to in  paragraph 

10,  as you say,  in  paragraph 10 of  that  af f idavi t ,  or  you 

accept  there was such a v is i t ,  bu t  the only  issue you  are  10 

tak ing is  i t  was never d isc losed to  you ?  And I  am t ry ing to  

understand that  I  do not  lose the s igni f i cance of  what  you  

are saying.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner ,  you are 100% 

correct .   I  am not  d isput ing the v is i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    However,  I  am indicat ing  to the  

Commissioners,  a l though I  d id  not  put  i t  here,  that  the v is i t  

in i t ia l l y  was never brought  to  my a t tent ion .   And thereaf ter ,  

even a report  o f  such an inspect ion was never brought  or  20 

sent  to  my of f i ce.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   

 “He indicated that  he could not  smel l  

anyth ing suspic ious,  despi te  another  
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member  a l legedly observ ing  a burn ing 

smel l .   A l though he test i f ied about  the 

secur i t y  concerns and chal lenges at  the 

of f ices,  he fa i led to escalate  these 

concerns d i rect ly  to  my at tent ion af ter  h is  

a l leged unsuccessfu l  a t tempts  wi th  

Supply Chain Management .   A t  no  stage 

were the secur i ty  concerns at  Port  

Shepstone brought  to  my at tent ion pr ior  

to  the storage of  these drugs there . ”  10 

 I  th ink I  a lso test i f ied to that  ef fec t  in  27 unt i l  the  

29 t h .   I  d id  h ighl ight  th is ,  Commissioners.  

 “He also fa i led to complete the re levant  

document  to  the handing over  and cont ro l  

o f  the safe keys,  despi te  h im being aware 

of  the appl icable procedures .   These 

procedures were not  wi th in  my 

knowledge,  and I  have never deal t  wi th 

the same before,  even in  re lat ion  to the 

safe in  my of f ice . ”  20 

 Commissioners,  here I  am saying I  am not  an  

expert  in  the Supply Chain Management  issues.   There was 

a document  that  was presented before th is  Commission  by  

L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr in s loo,  the handing over  of  the safe 

keys and so fo r th .   I t  was the f i rs t  t ime I  saw i t .   I  do not  
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know everyth ing  in  the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices.   

When the keys were handed over,  I  would have expected 

h im to say,  le t  me complete th is  re levant  document  in  order  

for  you to s ign .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Are you,  sorry,  sorry,  sor ry to  in te rrupt  

you,  General .   Are you ta lk ing about  the instance where the 

keys were handed over  to  you af te r  the suspected conta iner  

had been p laced ins ide th is  st rong room, whatever i t  is  

ca l led?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight ,  thank you .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Unless,  because he never  test i f ied  

that  I  t r ied to complete that  and so that  they must  s ign fo r  

the keys or  so .   I t  never happened and he never test i f ied in  

that  instances.   A l though I  am saying before th is  

Commission ,  that  document ,  I  saw i t  for  the f i rs t  t ime before 

the Commission .   I  do not  know everyth ing in  the  pol ice ,   

Commissioners.  

 “He fa i led to proper ly  inspect  the  of f ice  

premises dur ing  the af te rnoon of  the 20 

Sunday on the 7 t h  o f  November 2021 and 

the morning of  Monday,  8 November 

2021,  despi te  observ ing that  l ights were 

on at  the ground f loor ,  which he 

considered abnormal .   No occurrence 
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book ent r ies were  made in  th is  regard . ”  

 A l l  I  am t ry ing to  h ighl ight  here,  Commissioners,  I  

test i f ied previously that  they were inst ructed to do the af te r -

hour v is i t  and I  consider  th is  v is i t  o f  Sunday as one of  the 

af ter -hour v is i t  as  per  my inst ruct ion af te r  the storage .   But  

i f  you do that ,  you must  go and pat ro l  the ent i re  of f ice  and 

check i f  everyth ing is  s t i l l  in tact .  

 What  i s  s ign i f icant ,  he knew what  was stored there,  

but  he never went  down .   In  h is  test imony,  he said he only  

went  in to h is  of f i ce and d id what  he d id and f rom there he 10 

le f t ,  o f  which,  i t  leaves a vacuum in my mind why he never 

d id that .  

 “He fur ther  fa i led  to d isc lose the v is i t  by  

Br igadier  Nyuswa to the  Port  Shepstone 

of f ices on Tuesday,  the 2 n d  o f  November 

2021,  shor t ly  before the thef t  occur red . ”  

 I  can conf i rm,  Commissioners,  that  Br igadier  

Nyuswa a lso test i f ied here and he conf i rmed that  he d id 

v is i t  the  of f ice on the 2 n d  o f  November 2021 .   But  f rom 

where I  am s i t t ing,  I  have never  v is i ted that  of f ice ever  20 

s ince those drugs were stored at  Po rt  Shepstone.    

 “ In  any event ,  I  appeared before the 

Commission  on the 1 s t  June 2026,  and 

my evidence was stood down to 5 June 

2026.   In  the meant ime,  whi le  I  was 
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prepar ing th is  statement  and consul t ing 

on the 29 t h  Apr i l  summonses,  the 24  May 

Regulat ion 10 .6 not ice and the 

statements of  …[indist inct ]  …”  

 I  mean,  I  wi l l  say  General  F l ynn and L ieutenant  

Colonel  Pr ins l oo.  

 “The Commission  led the evidence of  

Warrant  Of f icer  Kar l  Sander and a lso  

ru led that  L ieutenant  Colonel  Duma's 

evidence,  which a lso re lates to the thef t  10 

of  the Cocaine,  could be led v ia  audio 

l ink whi le  sh ie ld ing h is ident i ty  f rom the 

publ ic .   A t  th is  point ,  my at to rneys wrote 

to  the Commission  request ing  that  my 

evidence be s tood down and my 

statement  f i led a t  a  la ter  date af ter  a l l  

the evidence impl icat ing me was led .   In  

th is  way,  I  could provide a complete 

answer to  the  Commission ,  which  

necessar i ly  inc lude answer ing  any 20 

a l legat ions made against  me in  the 

seizure of  the drugs and thei r  s torage .   

The le t te r  i s  at tached as LS3.   The 

Commission  responded v ia emai ls  

contending that  I  was only requi red to 
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respond to the issues in  the subpoena 

and the Regulat ion 10 .6.   The 

Commission 's Ms Gerald ine Burger,  

s tated that  is  what  const i tu te h is  

test imony to the Commission  and that  i f  

a l l  that  is  a l l  that  is  requi red of  h im now .   

She goes on to state that  I  wi l l  be served 

wi th the Regulat ion 3 .5 not ice and 

af forded an opportuni ty  to  deal  wi th  my 

impl icat ion,  but  records that  my 10 

statement  i s  not  impacted by someone 

e lse 's  vers ion of  the t ruth.   The emai l  i s  

at tached as LS4.   Her opin ion was in  the 

end proven wrong when Warrant  Of f icer  

Sander took the stand again on 2  June 

2026.   Insofar  as  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  

is  concerned,  he was quest ioned by 

Commissioner Khumalo on h is temporary 

p lacement  le t ter  that  was s igned by me.   

Commissioner Khumalo noted that  I  am 20 

coming to g ive evidence on the  5 t h  o f  

June 2026,  and Commissioner  Khumalo 

stated that  the a l legat ion you made is 

very ser ious and i t  goes to the heart  o f  

the terms of  reference of  the 
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Commission .   Because you impl ied  

yesterday that  your  super io r  were  moving 

you out  of  the way because you were 

stepping on the toes of  the  drug 

t raf f ickers now I  want  to  t ry  and 

understand that  a l legat ion .   I s  that  an  

a l legat ion you are making against  

General  Senona?  And is  i t  someth ing we 

must  put  to  h im when he comes to g ive  

evidence on Fr iday?  Warrant  Of f icer  10 

Sanders responded,  Commissioner,  I  

th ink i t  wi l l  eventual ly  come out  that  the 

suspect  who sto le the drugs are known.   

When asked by Commissioner  Khumalo,  

known by who,  he  said,  I  was in formed by 

Colonel  Jacob personal ly  who they are,  

but  the l inks  to  the management .   

Commissioner  Khumalo then in ter jected 

and said,  the l inks to  the management  of  

DPCI ,  and Warrant  Of f i cer  Sanders  20 

agreed.   He went  on to say that  the only 

in ference he can draw is  that  he suf fered 

repercussions.   I t  was then put  to  Sander 

by  Commissioner  Khumalo that  Warrant  

Of f icer  Sander bel ieved that  he was 
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p laced in  another  department  because 

h is super iors were moving h im out  of  the 

way because he was stepping on the toes 

of  the drug t raf f ickers .   Commissioner  

Khumalo then said,  I  just  want  to  be  

c lear .   You are saying General  Senona  

among others,  to  which Warrant  Of f icer  

Sander responded,  no ,  s i r ,  I  sa id General  

Senona was the one who moved me . ”  

 I  am going to cont inue.   I  want  to  expla in something  10 

af ter  th is .   

 “The d ist inct  impression he had a l ready 

been created that  f i rs t ,  I  t ransferred 

Sander,  and second,  that  I  d id  so fo r  

nefar ious reasons ,  th is  is  just  not  t rue.   I  

have at tached a le t ter  as LS5,  an  emai l  

that  I  received f rom Lieutenant  General  

Lebeya,  the then Nat ional  Head of  the  

Di rectorate fo r  Pr ior i ty  Cr ime 

Invest igat ion,  and or  Major  General  20 

Sura jbal i ,  who is  the DPCI Head of  

Execut ive Support  Serv ices,  dated 5 

February 2024,  d i rect ing my of f ice to  

engage wi th the  compla int  and provide 

the Nat ional  Head wi th feedback by 23 
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February 2024.   The compla inant 's  emai l  

was addressed to  the Nat ional  Head and 

others,  not  to  mysel f .   I  on ly became 

aware of  the compla int  when I  received 

the inst ruct ion f rom the DPCI Nat ional  

Head.   I  la te r  received a fur ther  

inst ruct ion f rom General  Sura jbal i  to  

temporar i ly  p lace the member at  another  

post  pending invest igat ion,  which  

inst ruct ion I  carr ied out .   I  do not  10 

remember the exact  date of  th is  emai l .   I  

have no recol lect ion of  subject ing the 

member to  a polygraphic test  re la t ing to  

the thef t  o f  a  co f fee machine.   I  should  

not  have to answer th is  a l legat ion in  th is  

statement .   I  do  so out  of  caut ion  and 

at tach the emai ls  f rom Lieu tenant  

General  Lebeya because of  the very real  

prospects that  these quest ions may be 

d i rected at  me,  even though I  have not  20 

received the requis i te  not ices and 

addi t ional  documents f rom the 

Commission . ”  

 Commissioners,  I  want  to  add that  on these 

paragraphs,  the p lacement  of  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander,  the 
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compla int ,  i t  was very ser ious .   I  th ink the Commiss ion  has 

a lso th is  document ,  which they provided to us la ter ,  I  th ink  

in  the ear ly  hours of  yesterday .   They have th is  compla int  

whereby there was a ser ious a l legat ions of  Warrant  Of f icer  

Sander and other  members involved in  the thef t  o f  Cocaine 

at  the harbour and sel l ing i t  to  a speci f i c  gang .    

 I  am just  wor r ied to say names of  other  people that  

never came here because the last  t ime I  was c aused to say 

cer ta in names and I  am on l i t igat ion fo r  in fo rmat ion ,  

Commissioner ,  as  we speak.  10 

 “Now, based on the a l legat ions,  they 

were of  a  ser ious nature that  warranted 

that .   In  that  p rocess,  i f  my memory 

serves me wel l ,  Colonel  Jacobs was the  

Act ing Provincia l  Commander .   Br igadier  

Nyuswa was not  there.   The process that  

I  fo l lowed,  I  ca l led Colonel  Jacob to 

come wi th Warrant  Of f icer  Sander .   I  

wrote  a le t te r .   I  s igned i t .   I t  was f lagged 

here.   I  saw th is  is  my s ignature,  but  i t  20 

was redacted .   I  p laced h im at  Supply 

Chain Management  unt i l  the invest igat ion 

is  f ina l i zed.   I t  is  a  process that  we do in  

the pol ice .   L ike mysel f  now,  my 

superv isor  …”  
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 I t  is  an example I  am making.   

 “My superv isor  has suspended me.   He 

was p laced e lsewhere .   Mine is  worse 

because evidence was g iven under oath 

before th is  Commission  and I  was 

suspended.   So i t  is  a  process when 

there are a l legat ions against  you that  

re lates to what  you are doing  you wi l l  be  

e i ther  p laced e lsewhere or  suspended .   

He was never suspended and he never 10 

lost  any income.   He got  h is  fu l l  sa la ry,  

h is  danger a l lowances and the  scare  

sk i l ls  a l lowance. ”  

 So the issue of  the cof fee machine Commissioners,  

in  that  of f ice where he was p laced,  I  do not  remember h im 

because I  was watching the Commission  on that  day ,  I  do 

not  remember h im,  I  might  be wrong,  in fo rming the 

Commission  that  actual ly  in  that  of f ice there were four  

thef ts .   I t  is  in  the provinc ia l  o f f ice.   Nobody wi l l  just  come 

in there .   A member of  the publ ic ,  even your good sel f ,  you 20 

wi l l  never  come in .   You wi l l  be escor ted in to the bu i ld ing i f  

you are not  work ing there.  

 There was a thef t  o f  a  camera of  the state .   There  

was a thef t  o f  a  state laptop wh ich  possesses sensi t i ve  

in format ion in  that  of f ice .   There  was a lso a the f t  o f  a 
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laminat ing machine.   His cof fee machine was the last  one .   

The person who in i t ia ted and appl ied for  these members  

that  a re employed in  that  Supply Chain Management  where 

th is  Sander was p laced,  was in i t ia ted by Br igadier  Nyuswa.   

I  was out  of  o f f ice  by then.    

 The only th ing I  d id  is  to  s ign the cal l -up inst ruct ion  

and say a l l  these members must  go fo r  polygraph test  

because there was no break - in ,  but  th ings are d isappear ing .   

And I  be l ieve tha t  was done bona f ide ,  not  to  punish any 

person,  Commiss ioners.   So those are the issues that  I  10 

wanted to address,  a l though they are not  in  the Regulat ion 

10.6 or  on the subpoena ,  just  to  g ive the Commissioners a  

c lear  p ic tu re as what  happened .    

 He comes here and cry and say,  I  subjected h im to  

the,  what  you cal l ,  a  polygraph test  fo r  the thef t  o f  h is  

cof fee machine .   That  is  not  cor rect .   Maybe for  lack of  a  

bet te r  word,  i t  is  insane of  me to shal l  have done that ,  

Commissioners.   I f  you are a v ic t im,  then I  put  you on a  

polygraph test .   That  i s  wrong.   He mis led the Commission .   

I  want  to  pause there and cont inue wi th my statement .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  General ,  I  am not  sure I  fo l low 

that .   What  exact ly  is  not  correct ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  correct  that  he was subjected 

to polygraph examinat ion because of  the thef t  o f  h is  own 

cof fee machine that  was sto len in  that  of f ice .   I t  was not  
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on ly h im.   The person who in i t ia ted everyth ing and made 

ar rangement  is  Br igadier  Nyuswa.   I  on ly s igned the  cal l -up 

inst ruct ion  and I  be l ieve the  Commission  is  in  possession of  

those documents .   I  do not  have my tools of  t rade s ince 

they were taken when I  was taken at  gunpoint  ou t  of  my 

of f ice.   My laptop,  my gun,  my laptop is  gone,  and then 

documents that  I  was supposed to prepare  for  my 

d isc ip l inary,  I  was taken out  of  my of f ice l i ke  somebody I  do 

not  know for  lack of  a  bet ter  word,  l ike a dog .   And that  

th ing is  s t i l l  a  pain here  and i t  caused me to l ie  in  hospi ta l  10 

for  two weeks.  

 Now,  I  am te l l ing the Commission  here to show 

cer ta in impl icat ion .   I  am not  request ing for  any mercy,  but  I  

want  to  assist  th is  Commission .   Now,  Commissioner 

Khumalo,  I  hope I  answered you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Chai r ,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  you have.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Pardon me,  I  am addressing a l l  o f  you 

as  Commissioners,  but  i f  I  have to  say Chai r ,  I  wi l l  t ry  and 20 

rect i fy .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  I  am a Commissioner .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   P lease cont inue .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wanted to say Just ice.    
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 “Commissioner Khumalo a lso in terposed 

at  some point ,  s tat ing that  th is  was 

in tegra l  to  the Commission 's terms of  

reference and enqui red whether  the 

evidence would have to be put  to  me .   So 

i t  is  indeed so that  any statement  I  g ive  

is  twofo ld.   I t  i s  in  the f i rs t  instance,  my 

recordal  o f  facts  as I  know them, and 

second,  my response to the averment  

made about  me in  the Rule 3.5 not ice  10 

that  I  received cont rary  to  Mrs Burger 's  

opin ion .   I  say  wi th respect  that  my 

t reatment  at  the  Commission  has been 

unfa i r  and I  am a c iv i l  servant  w i th  38 

years  of  serv ice  now.   My means are  

l imi ted and the  p iecemeal  manner in  

which my evidence is  being managed is  

mater ia l ly  impact ing my abi l i ty  to  protect  

my r ights and in terest  at  the Commission .   

I  am not  asking for  any unique or  20 

i r regular ,  s imply that  the evidence 

impl icat ing me is  led and thereaf ter  I  

respond there to.   As mat ter  s tand,  I  have 

had to prepare th is  statement  at  shor t  

not ice and as i t  turns out ,  may very wel l  
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have to f i le  another  statement  to  deal  

wi th  Sander ’ s  and other  wi tnesses '  

ev idence.   I t  cer ta in ly  cannot  be that  

Sander ’ s  and others '  ev idence,  

cont rovers ia l  as i t  is ,  and which paints 

me as having i r regular  t ransfer red h im 

can go unchal lenged .   I t  a lso cannot  be 

that  the evidence as stated by 

Commissioner  Khumalo must  be put  to  

me as I  was not  served w i th the 10 

Regulat ion 3.5  statement  and a 

Regulat ion 10.6  not ice or  any other  

mater ia l  documents.   I  have s imply  been 

advised by Ms Burger that  th is  wi l l  

t ranspi re .   This process is  ca l led  for  in  

the ru les of  the  Commission  i tse l f  to  

protect  the r ights and in terest  of  

wi tnesses who appear before i t . ”   

 I  want  to  a lso add the fo l lowing in  my evidence in  

ch ief  that  when Warrant  Of f icer  Sander was p laced back to 20 

h is of f ice,  these were my words.   These were my words,  

Commissioners.   I  in formed Br igad ier  Nyuswa that  Warrant  

Of f icer  Sander,  because th is  invest igat ion is  tak ing too 

long,  someone f rom the Legal  Serv ices wanted to stop h is 

a l lowances and then i f  i t  i s  the employer  who p laced you 
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e lsewhere,  you cannot  do that .    

 And then as the invest igat ion was cont inu ing,  the  

only th ing that  was found at  that  s tage was the  misconduct  

of  h im not  declar ing the d i rectorship of  a  shoot ing pract ice  

company.   However,  I  th ink the invest igat ion is  ongoing of  

those a l legat ions because they are of  a  ser ious nature .   I  

do not  know what  is  the status at  th is  stage,  bu t  I  sa id  

Warrant  Of f icer  Sander can go back to SO CI.   SOCI is  

Ser ious Organized Cr ime Invest iga t ion .    

 I  have never spec i f ied that  he shou ld  not  be p laced 10 

where he was.   I  sa id he can go back to SO CI.   SOCI is  

where  he came f rom.   And as far  as I  am concerned,  he  was 

supposed to go  back to h is  normal  dut ies .   I  do not  

remember wr i t ing  a le t ter ,  wr i t ing speci f ica l l y  that  he must  

be p laced at  EPR as i t  was said by Br igadier  N yuswa.   

 I  do not  recal l ,  I  do not  have a recol lect ion of  me 

doing that ,  but  my recol lect ion is  he can go back to Ser ious 

Organized Cr ime Invest igat ion in  D urban of f ice where he 

was work ing before .   I  wanted to br ing that  under the 

at tent ion whi le  I  am st i l l  under oath .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  understand,  when you say you 

do not  recal l ,  i s  that  equal  to  say ing you never gave such 

an inst ruct ion because Br igadier  N yuswa was qui te  f i rm 

about  i t  that  i t  was your inst ruct ion and he fo l lowed your  

inst ruct ion that  he goes to EPR ?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  have never g iven 

that  inst ruct ion.   I f  I  have g iven i t ,  I  would have maybe,  o r  

the Commission  would have got  a  document  as much as I  

p laced h im in  Supply  Chain  Management .   Certa in th ings we 

do them in wr i t ing  in  the pol ice .   Th is verbal  inst ruct ion,  i t  is  

out  of  necessi ty  to  do verbal  inst ruct ion because of  the  

s i tuat ion we are fac ing wi th.   This one,  i t  was not  an urgent  

th ing,  Commissioner .   So you are correct ,  I  never gave 

Br igadier  Nyuswa that  t ype of  an inst ruct ion that  he must  

not  go back there ,  he must  go there.   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    On the back of  that  explanat ion,  should 

we,  there must  then be,  g iven the explanat ion you are  

g iv ing,  that  you do th ings in  wr i t ing,  there must  then be a 

le t ter  where you say he should be taken back to SANE B.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve  so,  Commissioners.   

However,  as I  sa id,  my tools of  t rades were taken by force.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On the 31 s t  o f  January,  my laptop and 

everyth ing,  I  do  not  know what  happened there .   Even now,  

t ry ing to get  cer ta in in format ion to assist  the Commission ,  i t  20 

was a ser ious mounta in to  c l imb .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Sor ry,  General ,  you say the invest igat ions 

are ongoing,  that  is ,  invest igat ions in  respect  of  the ser ious 
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a l legat ions concern ing L ieutenant  Colonel  Sand er .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Warrant  Of f icer .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  oh,  I  am promot ing h im,  

sorry about  that .   I f  I  am not  mistaken,  I  th ink h is  test imony 

was that  those invest igat ions had come to an end.   

Somebody to ld h im so .   I  forget  the deta i l  around that ,  but  

that  is  the d ist inc t  impression he created .   Perhaps,  in  fact ,  

more than just  an  impression,  I  th ink he said so in  so many 

words.   Now,  do you know anyth ing about  that ?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  as I  have ind icated,  10 

s ince 31 January,  I  was never at  work .   There  is  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  before ,  before.   My sense was that  

th is  was a mat ter  of  a  few,  few months,  which would  mean,  

i f  correct ,  you were st i l l  there .   So i t  was before your 

suspension.   That  was my sense.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  do not  have a  proper 

recol lect ion of  that ,  Commissioner ,  but  as far  as I  am 

concerned,  i t  is  not  easy to c lose that  type of  invest igat ion  

at  a  very short  space of  t ime  the way i t  was deal t  wi th ,  20 

because a lso the DPP was involved guid ing  that  

invest igat ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  see here that  th is  was s igned ,  the 

le t ter ,  the le t te r  that  moved h im to another  sect ion ,  i t  was,  I  

am looking at  page  …[intervenes] .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    F i le  2,  exhib i t  bundle,  Port  

Shepstone,  page 475.  

ADV SELLO SC :    CJC239.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am referr ing to the le t ters .   Oh,  you  

have got  i t ,  General .   Ja,  you see the date there  on the 

le t ter  that  moved h im to Supply Chain.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a moment .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Oh,  we wi l l  just  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ cross- ta lk ing]  oh  yes,  I  

th ink i t  is  f l ighted.   I t  wi l l  ass ist .   We wi l l  a r range over  the  10 

break.   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The date on there,  General ,  is  the  13 t h  o f  

February 2024.   I t  is  more than two years now.   Have you 

been receiv ing any reports at  a l l  about  the invest igat ion ?  

That  is  p r io r  to  your  suspension,  of  course.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  can recal l  that  I  was receiv ing  

progress report .   I  th ink L ieutenant  Colonel  Mtsha l i ,  he is  

now Colonel ,  was appointed to invest igate .   And then when 

he wr i te  the progress report ,  he wi l l  wr i te  i t  to  Br igadier  

Nyuswa.   Br igadier  Nyuswa wi l l  forward the emai l  to  me,  20 

and then I  wi l l  read i t ,  when I  am happy,  because my main  

funct ion as the Provincia l  Head is  to  receive report ,  read 

them, and report  to  head of f ice .   Some,  I  wi l l  receive  

reports seeking my advice ,  I  wi l l  provide an advice where i t  

is  necessary .   And I  recal l  receiv ing progress reports  
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sending them to head of f i ce.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And would th is  be ind icat ing that  the 

invest igat ion is  ongoing,  or  what  would they be saying  

about  p rogress on the invest igat ion or  progress about  the  

invest igat ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    They were ta lk ing about  prof i l ing,  i f  I  

recal l .   I  am just  ta lk ing out  of  exper ience,  Commissioners 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because I  do not  have those reports  10 

here.   But  i t  is  a  quest ion of  what  processes were fo l lowed 

dur ing that  invest igat ion,  and what  was outstanding.   Those 

are the reports we were report ing at  nat ional  o f f ice  at  that  

s tage.   I  conf i rm that  th is  i s  my s ignature .   This i s  the le t te r  

that  I  s igned,  I  p laced h im there,  based on the compla int  

and advice by head of f ice.    

 I t  is  a  p i ty  they only send us,  when we request  

through my at torneys,  they only send us the compla int .   But  

that  emai l  that  they said,  I  must  consider ,  I  must  make sure  

I  p lace the member e lsewhere ,  they never provided us wi th  20 

that ,  the nat ional  o f f ice ,  and of  which I  am on suspension ,  I  

cannot  fo rce them.  There is  noth ing I  can do .   I  am not  

even a l lowed to go to any of f ices of  the DPCI.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thanks,  Commissioner .   
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ADV SELLO SC :    Chai r ,  i f  i t  may assist ,  I  see i t  is  a l ready 

11:28.   Perhaps dur ing the tea break,  the General  may have 

regard to CJC282.   That  is  f rom page 1003  and 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    1?  

ADV SELLO SC :    1003.   I  say perhaps we do that  over  the  

tea break.   That  is  the documentat ion re lat ing to the  

suspension that  the Chai r  is  engag ing the General  on.   The 

compla int  is  par t  o f  h is  statement ,  but  the remainder  of  the  

documents is  not .   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    When we break,  i f  you could engage Mr  

Mpofu and the General  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed,  indeed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    As to the exact  f i le .   Ja,  thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  wi l l  do so,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And perhaps le t  us,  oh,  yes Mr Mpofu?  

ADV MPOFU SC :    No,  I  am covered,  thank you,  Cha i r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  a l l  r ight ,  thank you .   Let  us  take the  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  yes .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have got  a request .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  only  one paragraph then my 

statement  i s  done,  then i t  is  my humble request  that  I  f in ish 
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th is  one paragraph  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  that  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And then when we come back  

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    That  makes pract ica l  sense.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We deal  wi th  10.6 .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  p lease cont inue .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  humbly request  that ,  Commiss ioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.    10 

 “There is  no reason that  I  should be 

t reated d i f fe rent ly  and expected to g ive 

evidence in  the absence o f  th is  

document .   There  is  a lso no reason why 

my evidence must  be e l ic i ted  in  a 

p iecemeal  fashion.   There is  noth ing  

unreasonable in  seeking that  a l l  the 

evidence against  me is  led f i rs t  and then 

that  I  respond thereto af te r  receiv ing the 

requis i te  Rule 3.5  s tatements ,  annexures 20 

and Regulat ion  10.6 not ices  where  

appl icable.   I t  is  imperat ive that  I  p rovide 

comprehensive evidence,  but  I  cannot  do 

so when I  am faced wi th unreasonably 

short  t ime per iods to f i le  my statement ,  
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and whi le  when I  am prepar ing  these 

statements,  fur ther  damning evidence is  

led against  me.   Nevertheless,  s ince I  am 

under the subpoena and want  to  assist  

the Commission ,  I  tender wi th th is  

statement  my answers to the 25 May 

2026 Regulat ion 10 .6,  but  record  that  I  

wi l l  be mater ia l ly  pre judiced should I  be 

expected to test i fy  on anyth ing tendered 

by Duma and/or  Sander on 5 June.   As I  10 

ind icated,  I  have e lected to at tach my 

responses as an annexure.   I t  is  f i led as 

LS1. ”  

 That  is  what  I  wanted to h ighl ight ,  and then I  wi l l  go 

to the quest ions af ter  the break .   Thank you very much for  

the permission,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   Let  us adjourn and 

resume at  midday.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  we have 

located the statement  by Colonel  Pr ins loo that  the General  

re ferences in  h is  statement .   I t  has been copied and he 

would l i ke  to  make d i rect  reference thereto.   I t  should be 

wi th us short l y .   Perhaps then before,  we might  take th is  
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opportuni ty  to ,  and secondly we have provided h is legal  

team wi th the fu l l  exhib i t  f i les ,  so that  each t ime re ference 

is  made to any par t i cu lar  exhib i t  they have a fu l l  set  wi th  

them.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Which f i le  is  i t  again and CJC what?  

ADV SELLO SC :    The combined exhib i t  f i les for  Port  

Shepstone.   They should  now be in  about  three or  four  f i les .   

The statement ,  the Pr ins loo statement  that  the General  

re ferences in  h is  statement  is  be ing copied and shal l  be  

made avai lab le.   I  was going to propose that  in  the in ter im ,  10 

we then deal  wi th  the second par t  o f  the issues he had 

covered and regard ing the compla int  against  Warrant  

Of f icer  Sander  and now that  we have a l l  our  f i les I  had 

ind icated I  th ink i t  s tar ts  actual ly  f rom page 1001,  CJC281.   

That  would be f i le  number 4,  f i le  number 3 .   CJC282,  page 

1001,  in  fact  CJC281,  that  i s  where  i t  s tar ts .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  a  Jacob f i le ,  I  th ink that  is  what  i t  

says on th is  f i le .   

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  is  the Jacob f i le ,  ja .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you say CJC? 20 

ADV SELLO SC :    CJC281.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    281.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And that  shou ld be at  page 1001 and 

fo l lowing,  you wi l l  recal l  that  the General  ind icated that  he  

had received a compla int  f rom the member of  the publ ic  
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regard ing Warrant  Of f icer  Sander 's  conduct  and that  

compla int ,  the or ig inal  compla int  as the General  has i t ,  as  

NS5,  page 30 of  h is  statement .   He ind icated he only has 

the statement  but  not  the remainder of  the documents  

re lat ing to that  compla int  and the invest igat ions.   So,  I  

po inted out  that  those wi l l  be found in  the exhib i t  f i les and 

how the mat ter  progressed .   Do you conf i rm that  i s  what  you 

have,  General?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page 1004,  Commissioners?  

ADV SELLO SC :    S tar t ing f rom 1001.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He is  referr ing to the actual  

compla int ,  I  th ink .   I t  is  1004,  that  i s  where you were .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    1001? 

ADV BALOYI SC :    1004.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    1004,  Commissioner .  

ADV SELLO SC :    The actual  compla int .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The actual  compla int .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  conf i rm th is  is  the compla int  I  

received f rom the Nat ional  Head Of f ice.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  say then the documents fo l lowing 20 

are reports,  ought  to  be reports  re lat ing or  submit ted in  

respect  of  th is  compla int .   I f  I  may just  cross -check.    

CHAIRPERSON :    What  comes af ter  i s  a handwr i t ten 

document .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  see that .   I  see that .   We are look ing for  
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page. . .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Is  i t  the in format ion note 1082?  

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  is  the in format ion note CJC289.   I  

apologise,  i t  would appear they are  not  exact ly  f i led in  order  

in  the exhib i t  f i les .   So,  Genera l ,  you have located the 

actual  compla int .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And then i f  you go fo rward to page 1088,  

then i t  should be the in format ion note regard ing the 

invest igat ion in to Colonel  Sander  and fo l lowing .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  is  1056? 

ADV SELLO SC :    1056 should be ,  CJC289 is  a couple of  

documents.   I t  runs f rom 1050 to 1105 .   So i t  is  a  ser ies of  

documents re lat ing to that  compla in t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So 1051 would be an in format ion note  

on the same mat ter  and then carry ing on.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And then carry ing  on unt i l  1105 ,  

Commissioner .   I  was point ing that  out  for  the General  to  

remind h imsel f  regard ing what  happened wi th th is  

compla int .   Because he said s ince h is suspension,  he d id 20 

not  have access to h is  gadget s and whether  he is  able to  

respond to a quest ion f rom the Commissioners about  what  

eventual ly  became of  th is  compla int  pr io r  to  h is  suspension 

as I  understand i t  in  January of  2026 .   Would that  assist  

you,  General?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  thank you,  Commissioners.   I  

th ink what  has just  happened is  what  my senior  counsel lo r  

was addressing the  Commissioners about  in  h is  opening 

remarks regard ing documents that  I  d id  not  have pr ior  to  me 

coming here .   Th is,  I  am seeing i t  for  the f i rs t  t ime here,  

receiv ing i t  for  the f i rs t  t ime f rom the Commission.   

However,  I  can see the document .   I  recal l  the document .   

But  for  the purpose of  assist ing  the Commission ,  I  wi l l  

respond.   I  wi l l  ind icate that  in  these documents ,  I  am not  

sure what  was the quest ion,  i f  i t  can be repeated so that  I  10 

can be able to  respond appropr ia te ly .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Louw says th is  a r ises f rom a quest ion  

that  I  asked,  which was your knowledge as to the fate of  the 

invest igat ion .   What…  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The f ina l i sat ion?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Whether  f ina l i sed .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  yes,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  fact ,  yes,  I  in t roduced the quest ion by  

referr ing to the fact  that  Warrant ,  no,  no,  no,  who was i t  

now?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  thank you,  Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  Warren Of f i cer  Sander  sa id that  th is  

had been f ina l i sed .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner…  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is ,  ja ,  i t  arose f rom that .   And then 
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there was one or  two fo l low -ups.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When you look at  the report ,  th is  

report  was compi led for  head of f ice by me af ter  I  was 

provided the in format ion by my subord inates .   They wrote i t ,  

I  read i t ,  and then I  was happy.   But ,  Commissioners,  when 

you look at  page 1089 of  the same document ,  there is  a 

paragraph 3 that  ta lks about  ev idence a l ready obta ined .   

And then,  I  do not  want  to  waste t ime,  and then you go to  10 

page 1090.   I t  w i l l  say progress report ,  and then i t  ta lks 

about  the tuck shop and a l l  the stu f f .    

 You see,  when we conduct  invest igat ions in  the  

DPCI,  there are d i f ferent  th ings tha t  we do .   You wi l l  rea l ise 

that  on paragraph 4,  i t  ta lks  about  the invest igat ion  that  

was conducted in  l ine wi th the FIC,  Financia l  In te l l igence 

Centre .   When we conduct  invest igat ion,  that  of f ice assist  

is ,  one,  par t  and parcel  o f  our  st akeholders  that  is  assist ing  

us and then there  were a lso recommendat ions by the FIC in  

terms of  th is  report .    20 

 And then when you go to page 1091,  there is  the  

outcome of  a speci f ic  invest igat ion  whereby the paragraph 

7,  that  ta lks to  h im not  declar ing the d i rectorship of  th is  

spot t ing,  th is  company of  h is .   Then,  that  par t  o f  the 

invest igat ion,  we have a Risk and Integr i t y  Management  
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sect ion that  a lso assisted in  th is  invest igat ion .   Not  

necessar i ly  the cr iminal  par t  o f  i t .   Look,  i t  is  a  wide scope 

that  they do when we do invest igat ion  and they are the ones 

who came wi th these recommendat ions of  the d isc ip l inary  

issue met  against  the Warrant  Of f icer  Sander .    

 Then I  s igned i t ,  I  sent  i t .   These issues that  I  hear  

does not  necessar i ly  ind icate that  the cr iminal  conduct  as i t  

is  depicted in  the compla int ,  i t  has been f ina l i sed .   The 

cer ta in sect ions that  a re d i rect ing us towards that  were 

f ina l i sed,  but  not  the actual  c r iminal  conduct  as per  the 10 

or ig inal  compla int ,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just ,  just  to  check th is  wi thout 

probing,  that  f rom your ear l ie r  ev idence that  you d i rected 

Br igadier  Nyuswa that  the member must  return  to  h is  

or ig inal  posi t ion .   From that ,  i t  sure ly must  mean that  at  that  

point ,  when you gave the d i rect ion that  you say you gave,  

you had formed the v iew that  there  was no concern wi th h im 

return ing to SANEB.  I t  seems to me that  i t  can on ly mean 

that  i f  you have made that  decis ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My decis ion was that  he must  go  back 20 

to SOCI,  Ser ious Organised Cr ime Invest igat ions.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Not  that  he should go back to h is  

or ig inal  posi t ion .   I  may have misunderstood you ear l ie r  

because I  thought  I  understood you to say.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  might  be a mistake not  to  say SOCI  
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SANEB, but  I  sa id  SOCI .   SOCI  is  Ser ious Organised Cr ime,  

and Ser ious Organised Cr ime is  d iv ided in to  three 

subsect ions .   The NPVC, Nat ional  Pr ior i t y  V io lence Cr ime,  

SANEB, South Af r ican Narcot ic  Enforcement  Bureau,  and 

the EPR.   So,  my d i rect ive as far  as I  am concerned,  or  as 

far  as I  can recol lect ,  I  sa id he must  go back to SOCI .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And,  again,  i t  is  to  t ry  and understand 

proper ly  what  tha t  ev idence means .   That  Br igadier  Nyuswa 

could have returned h im to SANEB, and you would not  have 

considered i t  to  be in  def iance of  your  d i rect ion .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again,  Commissioner?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    SOCI  has th ree uni ts  that  you have 

l is ted.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    One of  them is SANEB.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  Br igadier  Nyuswa had p laced h im at  

SANEB, where he or ig inal l y  was,  instead of  EPR,  tha t  would 

st i l l  have been in  compl iance wi th  your inst ruct ion that  he 

must  return to  SOCI .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Thank you.   Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  i s  one issue.   I  had understood,  I  

cannot  recal l  wh ich document  i t  was and which wi tness 

gave th is  ev idence .   But  I  had understood that  the compla int  
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was invest igated,  the very compla int  we are ta lk ing  about .   

They could not  get  hold of  the compla inant  because e i ther  

the emai l  was bogus or  i t  d id  not  ex ist  and that  is  as far  as  

they could take i t .   That  was my understanding,  and I  could  

be wrong.   So what  I  am asking you is  real l y  conf i rmat ion of  

your  understanding .   Do you have s imi lar  understanding,  o r  

you cannot  respond because you are  not  sure what  the facts  

are?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo .   

A l though i t  is  not  ra ised in  the Regulat ion 10 -6,  bu t  I  wi l l  10 

assist .   When I  . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  say something,  because 

you keep repeat ing th is  i ssue .   Can I  just  say something?   

You get  10 -6s f rom the evidence leaders and the at torneys .   

When Commissioners are s i t t ing here,  they might  look at  a  

f i le  and see a document  and i f  they consider  that  document  

to  be re levant ,  they wi l l  ask you a quest ion on i t .   So I  hope 

you wi l l  not  keep saying,  wel l ,  because i t  is  not  in  a  10 -6,  I  

take issue wi th the quest ion that  is  being asked .   Because 

we are here to es tabl ish facts .    20 

 And in  a 10-6,  I  can te l l  you now,  you cannot  put  

everyth ing that  i s  in  a l l  these f i les,  o therwise your 10-6 wi l l  

be 50 pages long .   You are g iven the substance of  what  you 

wi l l  be quest ioned on .   But  the actual  deta i l ,  as I  look at  th is  

document ,  for  example,  I  recal l  something that  somebody 
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sa id.   I  may be the only person who recal ls  i t  and then I  ask 

you to c la r i fy  tha t  issue .   So there I  do not  see why you 

would say,  oh,  but  i t  is  not  in  a 10-6.   So I  just  wanted to 

c la r i fy  that .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  was just  put t ing on 

record that  I  am going to respond to the Commissioner 's  

c la r i ty -seeking quest ion .   I t  is  just  cer ta in th ings need to be 

p laced on record.   I  was legal ly  advised that  the  

Commission f ind ings might  be put  on review .   Hence,  I  am 

put t ing cer ta in th ings  . . . [ in tervenes]  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  a l ready saw that  f rom Mr Mpofu 's  

opening remarks .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  so hence,  I  want  to  put  i t  on 

record.   Because i t  might  come back and say,  why you 

never sa id  1,  2 ,  3?  But  to  respond to your c la r i ty -seeking 

quest ion,  Commissioner,  I  want  to  ind icate that  in  the 

execut ion of  our  dut ies as members of  the South  Af r ican 

Pol ice Serv ices,  yes,  there are instances where you f ind out  

that  a person who lodged a compla int ,  you cannot  f ind h im.   

There are instances whereby people report  th ings on an 20 

anonymity basis,  l ike your so -cal led  whist le -b lower .    

 So what  you are saying,  i f  you say somebody said  

that ,  I  wi l l  not  say i t  is  incor rect  o r  cor rect ,  but  there is  a 

probabi l i ty .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    In  fact ,  I  am reminded by my co -
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Commissioner that  in  the very document  that  you say you 

s igned,  the in format ion note on 1082,  paragraph 2.2 .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    10? 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    1082,  paragraph 2.2 .   A lso,  I  th ink  

the in format ion notes are s imi lar .   The other  one is  f rom 

February,  the other  one is  f rom October .   So even i f  you 

look at  the October one on 1088,  you wi l l  f ind that .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    1088?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence,  Commissioner,  I  sa id,  I  d id  10 

not  have access before I  came here wi th th is  th ing .   So I  am 

going there to have a look .   And my response was,  i t  

happens somet imes that  you do not  happen to f ind the  

compla inant .   Because when you are doing your  

invest igat ion,  there are instances where the compla inant  

must  c lar i f y  cer ta in th ings fo r  you in  order  to  cont inue .   

Somet imes you do not  f ind th is  compla inant .   And then 

there are issues that  re late to  the so -cal led whis t le -b lowers.   

So i f  i t  i s  conta ined in  th is  repor t ,  I  am t ry ing to f ind the  

paragraph the Commissioner is  refer r ing to.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    2 .2.   On 1088.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The very same report  you were looking  

at ,  General .   1088.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  see that  i t  was wr i t ten ,  we wrote  

that ,  I  must  read i t : .    
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“An emai l  was sent  to  the compla inant …”  

Sor ry,  I  am not  going to say names,  Commissioner,  p lease 

bear wi th me.   That ,  to  h im;  

“… that  Port  Shepstone  Ser ious Organised 

Cr ime Uni t  was invest igat ing the  mat ter,  

but  he never responded .   As a resul t ,  an  

in terv iew was never conducted wi th  h im. ”  

Which means,  we were aware that  the compla inant  i s  a he ,  

because of  the names at  the  bot tom .   But  th is ,  i t  was a 

progress report .   Once you receive  a compla int  or  a  docket  10 

to invest igate,  they say,  General  Senona,  th is  is  your  

docket .   The f i rs t  th ing that  you do,  you must  in terv iew the  

compla inant  and in t roduce yoursel f  as the person who wi l l  

be leading that  invest igat ion .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  th ink you have answered me,  

General .   I  just  wanted to c lar i f y  i f  you are aware that  th is  

was the posi t ion .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am reminded now.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  was a lso reminded because I  d id  not  

have the reference ,  so thank you.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  t rust  that  

takes care of  the  issue that  a rose .   Before we leave th is 

top ic,  General ,  there was a d iscuss ion about  the suspension 

of  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  and to that  end,  you were  
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re ferred to page 475 .   That  was the le t te r  you s igned,  dated 

the 13 t h  o f  February .   You recal l  that?   I f  you want  to  go  

there,  CJC239,  page 475.   We f l ighted the  le t ter  you 

conf i rmed you s igned that  le t ter .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Page?  

ADV SELLO SC :    475,  CJC239.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   This is  not  

the suspension .   I t  is  a  temporary p lacement .  

ADV SELLO SC :    My apologies .   You are  qui te  correct .   

Yes.   I  used a wrong term there .   I f  I  gave the  10 

Commissioners an opportuni ty .   Thank you.   We had 

previously looked at  th is  le t ter .   And you ind icated that  the  

person act ing at  the t ime was Colonel  Jacob,  correct ?   

Because i t  is  addressed to  the act ing Provincia l  

Commissioner.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   

ADV SELLO SC :    And you test i f ied th is  morning that  both  

of  you cal led Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  in to your of f ice,  i f  I  

understood you cor rect ly ,  where you engaged h im on these 

issues and that  i s  temporary t ransfer .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  ca l led Co lonel  Jacob to come wi th  

Warrant  Of f icer  Sander .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A f ter  I  received the compla int .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed.  



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 92  o f  286  

 

 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In to my of f ice .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   I  ra ise th is  wi th you because 

dur ing h is test imony,  Warrant  Of f i cer  Sander ,  no,  Colonel  

Jacob,  was referred to th is  le t ter .   He was asked who was 

the act ing Provincia l  Commander at  the t ime  and he 

test i f ied that  he does not  remember and that  he does not  

know anyth ing about  th is  temporary t ransfer  a nd th is ,  for  

reference purposes,  wi l l  be t ranscr ip t …  we do not  have to  

go there ,  t rust  me to read i t ,  o f  the 4 t h  o f  June 2026,  f rom 

page 223 to page 226 .    10 

 That  is  where the  engagement  is  tak ing p lace .   So 

f i rs t ly ,  he suggests that  he does not  know who was act ing.   

And secondly,  that  he was not  par t  o f  a  meet ing  where  

Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  was in formed of  the compla int  and 

thei r  t ransfer .   Do you have a comment  as to why that  would  

be the case?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  he says he does not  remember,  I  

cannot  answer on h is behal f .   But  as far  as my reco l lect ion  

is ,  he was there in  my of f ice wi th  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander .   

As fa r  as my reco l lect ion is .   So I  would not  . . . [ in tervenes]  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  but…  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sor ry?  

ADV SELLO SC :    My apologies.   Go ahead .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  am f ine.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   And in  fact ,  there is  a le t te r  
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addressed to h im,  appoint ing h im as the Act ing  Dist r ic t  

Commander for  that  per iod .   S igned by you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Act ing what?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Provinc ia l .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Provinc ia l .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Provinc ia l  Commander .   I  get  the t i t les 

wrong.   I  wi l l  s tar t  again.   You appointed h im Act ing  

Provincia l  Commander for  the per iod Br igadier  Nyuswa was 

on leave.   Which  is  the per iod of  when th is  compla int  was 

received and acted upon.  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  i s  that  . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Before…  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sor ry,  before  I  respond.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Just  to  assist  you .   And that  would be 

found at  CJC290,  page 1106.   That  would be the last  

bundle.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  must  c lose the f i rs t  one ? 

ADV SELLO SC :    You may fo r  the moment .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So page 1106? 

ADV SELLO SC :    1106.   Is  my number ing correct?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  can conf i rm on 1107 th is  i s  my 

s ignature.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And a l though I  might  have seen th is  

document  by then,  but  fo r  the purpose of  the Commission,  I  
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am seeing i t  fo r  the f i rs t  t ime here .   I  want  to  just  put  i t  on 

record,  but  i t  is  h im,  Colonel  Jacob,  Colonel  G Jacob .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And you appo inted h im to act  in  that  

per iod,  January to  somet ime in  February.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The date  of  appointment ,  i t  says,  

f rom 29 January unt i l  18 February 2024.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   So I  d id  not  qui te  understand .   

What  are you seeing fo r  the f i rs t  t ime in  the Commission? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying by then,  in  22 January  

2024,  because I  have at tached my s ignature,  I  might  have 10 

seen th is  document  by then,  I  conf i rm .   But  for  the purpose 

of  me coming to ta lk  about  i t  on the Commission,  I  have just  

seen i t  now.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   But  now,  on seeing i t ,  i t  draws 

your memory .   I t  is  your  s ignature.   You def in i te ly  d id  

appoint  h im.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Absolute ly  correct .   I t  is  my 

s ignature .   I t  is  Colonel  Jacob who was appointed to act  in  

that  per iod,  which  conf i rms my evidence - in-chief .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  po int  these out  to  you because in  20 

h is ev idence,  as I  say,  pages 223 to 226,  f i rs t l y ,  he says he 

does not  know who was act ing in  that  per iod .   He d iscounts  

the possib i l i ty  i t  was h im .   He test i f ied that  he d id not  know 

of  when Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  was temporar i l y  suspended ,  

t ransfer red is  the  word ,  as you test i f ied,  and he 
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categor ica l l y  denied that  he was a  par t  o f  that  meet ing .   I  

am inv i t ing you for  a comment  because ear l ie r  today you 

test i f ied that  you inst ructed h im to ca l l  Warrant  Of f icer  

Sander  to  your  of f ice at  which you in formed Warrant  Of f icer  

Sander  of  a l l  these developments  and the compla ints and 

the decis ions taken.   Do you have a comment ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  just  pardon me wi th 

respect .   I  do not  want  to  answer issues of  Colonel  Jacob.   

But  my answer is ,  th is  le t te r  was s igned by me .   He was 

there.   I f  he denied i t  or  whatever ,  p lease a l low me not  to  10 

respond upon h is  answers or  whatever .   But  th is  le t ter  was 

s igned by me.   I  test i f ied ear l ie r  under oath,  I  am st i l l  under  

oath,  that  I  ca l led h im because he was act ing to come wi th 

Warrant  Of f i cer  Sander  to  my of f ice and that  i s  where I  

e f fected th is  le t te r  on page 475 .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General  Senona,  I  be l ieve the le t te r  

is  being produced to point  out  that  i t  supports your  vers ion.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  thank you very much for  that ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  th ink your  counsel  nods because he 20 

appreciates .   So you are  not  being  caught  out .   I t  is  s imply 

to  conf i rm that  what  you to ld the Commission th is  morning,  

the Commission has obta ined a document  that  is  favourable 

or  supports your  vers ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  s i r .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    In  fact ,  Genera l ,  I  th ink you should a lso 

be a ler ted that  at  least  accord ing to my note,  Warrant  

Of f icer  Sander  does put  Jacob in  the room .  He says Jacob 

was present  when you cal led h im in .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As far  as my recol lect ion,  yes,  

Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And staying then on that  compla int ,  

which we have at tached as LSF5,  you deal  wi th  that  in  

paragraph 18 of  your  supplementary statement .   And you 

recal l  that  we looked at  the documents re lat ing  to that  10 

compla int  and how i t  was handled just  shor t ly .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You said paragraph?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Paragraph 18 of  your  supplementary 

statement ,  the sta tement  we deal t  w i th  th is  morning .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  that  i s  where you in t roduced th is  

compla int .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  might  help perhaps i f  we go,  maybe le t  

me pose my quest ion,  we may have to go there .   At  20 

paragraph 18,  bot tom of  page 8 ,  you state,  that  is  the 

middle  of  that  paragraph,  you received an emai l  f rom 

General  L ib iya  or  Major  General  Sura jbal i ,  I  apolog ise i f  I  

mispronounce,  d i rect ing your of f ice to  engage wi th the 

compla int .   Then you,  fur ther  down to the  bot tom of  the  
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page,  you state :  

“ I  la te r  received a fu r ther  inst ruct ion f rom 

Major  General  Sura jbal i  to  temporar i l y  

p lace the member at  another  post  pending 

invest igat ion,  wh ich inst ruct ion I  carr ied  

out .   I  do not  remember the exact  date of  

the emai l . ”    

I  po int  th is  out  to  you because the  documents we have just  

looked at ,  s tar t ing w i th the compla int  i tse l f  o f  5 t h  o f  

February 2014,  in  that  emai l  cha in,  I  cannot  f ind  where  10 

Major  General  Sura jbal i  inst ructed you to p lace Warrant  

Of f icer  Sander on  temporary p lacement  at  a  another  post .   I  

do not  have that  emai l ,  I  have a ser ies of  a l l  these emai ls ,  

s ta r t ing wi th the compla int  inst ruct ion to you,  and progress 

reports f rom t ime to t ime.   But  tha t  par t i cu lar  emai l ,  where  

General  Sura jbal i  so inst ructs you,  is  not  to  be found .   Are 

you able to  expla in perhaps?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  went  to  head of f ice the day I  was 

suspended to request  th is  in format ion  and then I  ind icated 

they must  send i t  to  my at to rney,  a l l  th is  in format ion .   They 20 

only sent  us  the compla int .   So what  the Commission is  in  

possession of ,  I  do  not  know how the Commission got  hold  

of  i t .   But  a l l  I  am saying,  I  was comply ing wi th the d i rect ive 

f rom nat ional  o f f ice .   I  cannot  fa i l  to  comply wi th the  

d i rect ive f rom head of f i ce ,  because that  might  resul t  to  a 
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ser ious misconduct  or  d is regard ing inst ruct ions of  your  

senior ,  so . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    So,  i f  I  understand you correc t ly ,  the 

suspension of  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  was not  ent i re ly  your  

decis ion.   You were act ing on the inst ruct ion of  head of f ice 

to  temporar i l y  p lace h im in another  post .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Cor rect ,  i t  i s  not  the suspension,  i t  is  

the temporary p lacement  pending the outcome of  the  

invest igat ion.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  wi l l  restate  that ,  so that  temporary 10 

p lacement  was not  your  decis ion .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV SELLO SC :    You executed an inst ruct ion f rom General  

Sura jbal i .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :  Remember,  Commissioners 

. . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  am t ry ing to understand what  you are  

saying so I  do not  misquote you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am c lar i f y ing to you ,  Counsel .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  p lease do.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  a t  nat ional  o f f ice 

DPCI,  in  the of f i ce of  the Nat ional  Head,  there is  a post  

ca l led execut ive support  a t  the level  o f  a  Major  General .   

General ,  the nat ional  head of  the  DPCI does not  s i t  and 

wr i te  le t ters and do correspondences and everyth ing .   The 
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person hold ing  th is  post  wi l l  do those type of  

correspondences and everyth ing th rough the d i rect ive g iven 

by the Nat ional  Head.    

 I t  is  l ike,  I  wi l l  g ive you an example ,  in  my previous 

of f ice,  I  cannot  ca l l  i t  my of f i ce now because I  am p laced on 

suspension,  I  am having a staf f  o f f icer .   I  wi l l  te l l  a  staf f  

o f f icer ,  le t  us  compi le  a  le t te r  to  do  1,  2 ,  3 .   The staf f  

o f f icer  wi l l  type the le t ter ,  b r ing i t  to  me,  and then I  wi l l  

read i t .   When I  am happy,  I  wi l l  s ign i t .   I t  goes out  to  

wherever i t  is  supposed to be going.   So here,  I  d id  receive 10 

that  d i rect ive and I  d id  comply wi th  i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So the d i rect ive ,  on th is  explanat ion you 

are g iv ing,  and the posi t ion of  th is  Major  General ,  the  

d i rect ive then would have come f rom General  L ibya.   Not  

f rom th is  person,  i f  a l l  she is ,  o r  he is ,  is  an execut ive 

assistant  to  General  L ibya.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ord inar i l y ,  yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree because  . . . [ in te rvenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So the correct  way to read,  o r  how you 20 

should have expressed i t ,  i f  what  I  am saying is  correct ,  

what  you should have said,  o r  what  you would have said,  is ,  

I  la ter  received an inst ruct ion f rom General  L ibya.   And i f  

you l ike,  you could have added,  through Major  Su ra jbal i .   

But  the inst ruct ion has to be f rom General  L ibya,  not  the 
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Major  General .   Because she does not  have author i ty  to  

g ive inst ruct ions.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner Baloyi ,  you are 

hundred percent  on the dot .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  apologise for  not  word ing i t  proper ly  

and causing th is  confusion for  the Commission.   But  you are  

hundred percent  on the dot .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   Perhaps i f  we 10 

go to page 103 and 104 of  the same f i le ,  we st i l l  have the  

same chal lenge,  whether  the inst ruct ion came f rom Major  

General  Sura jbal i  or  General  L ibya,  because that  emai l  

chain does not  ref lect  such.   I f  you go to page 1003 and 

1004,  that  emai l  cor respondence star ts  at  page 1004  and as 

you know,  wi th emai l  s l ides,  we read f rom the back.   There  

is  the compla int ,  dated the 5 t h  o f  February,  on page 1004 .    

 And on the same date,  Major  General  Sura jbal i  

d i rects th is  to  you wi th a request  that  your  of f ice engage 

wi th the compla inant  and to provide feedback .   I f  you go to  20 

1003,  then i t  i s  subsequent  communicat ion  up unt i l  the 29 t h  

o f  Apr i l  or  February 2024 .   And nowhere in  that  chain of  

emai ls  i s  there an inst ruct ion that  Warrant  Of f i cer  Sander  

be p laced on,  be  temporar i l y  t ransferred .   You do conf i rm 

that  is  the case?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  conf i rm on th is  document  i t  is  not  

there.   But  as far  as my recol lect ion,  I  was g iven that  

inst ruct ion and an emai l  was sent  to  me .   So why i t  is  not  

here,  I  am unable to  assist  the Commission.   But  i t  was 

g iven.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   To  the extent  that  i t  ex is ts 

and we have not  been provided,  I  am sure the Commission  

can address a request  to  Major  General  Sura jbal i  or  her  

of f ice to  provide i t .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  thank you,  10 

Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  check?   I  mean,  i f  the 

inst ruct ion,  i f  you were act ing on the inst ruct ion f rom head 

of f ice,  which is  General  L ib iya ,  sure ly the dec is ion to  

restore or  to  return Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  to  SOCI ,  as you 

say you gave that  inst ruct ion,  could a lso not  be your 

decis ion.   Because f i rs t  you removed h im on the bas is of  an  

inst ruct ion ,  we have establ ished now i t  would have been an 

inst ruct ion f rom General  L ib iya,  t hat  i s  how you p laced h im 

somewhere e lse .    20 

 The return,  i t  seems to me,  that  the over turn ing of  

that  inst ruct ion a lso  has to be based on an inst ruct ion f rom 

head of f ice .   And in  your  ev idence ear l ie r ,  you d id not  

speak that  way.   You spoke as i t  be ing your decis ion when 

cer ta in c i rcumstances happened .   You made the decis ion  
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that  he should be returned .   Can you just  expla in that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner  Baloyi .   

There are issues that  necessi ta te  cer ta in act ions,  as the  

Commissioner  was ta lk ing to  me .   Inst ruct ion was that  

p laced h im temporar i l y  e lsewhere  unt i l  the f ina l i sat ion of  

the invest igat ion .   But  as we were proceeding,  the  

invest igat ions were proceeding,  we could see that  f rom 

where I  have seen the last  reports ,  I  th ink,  the chal lenges 

that  we had,  whatever  was found,  and then I  took i t  upon 

mysel f .    10 

 I  d id  not  go back and request  that ,  can I  p lace h im 

back?  I  took i t  upon mysel f  to  p lace h im back.   I  d id  not  

request .   Maybe I  might  have cont ravened the senior 's  

inst ruct ion in  doing so,  but  I  took i t  upon mysel f  as the  

invest igat ion was progressing because the inst ruct ion  was 

pending the outcome of  the invest igat ion .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before  we leave th is ,  I  th ink i t  was 

Br igadier  Nyuswa who said he came to you wi th a  request  

f rom Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  that  he should be returned to  20 

h is previous posi t ion  and you d id not  want  h im returned to 

h is  p revious posi t ion ,  you wanted h im to go to the Economic  

Cr imes Uni t ,  and he never asked you for  reasons why,  he 

just  accepted your decis ion.   And I  th ink,  to  be fa i r  to  you,  I  

must  put  that  to  you ,  so that  you can respond to i t ,  because 
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i t  obviously cont radicts the vers ion  you are g iv ing today .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  even i f  you say i t  

cont radicts my vers ion,  me,  I  am te l l ing you the t ru th .   To 

supplement  that  I  am te l l ing you the t ruth,  as fa r  as my 

recol lect ion came,  ear l ie r  I  ind icated that  Colonel  Jacob,  I  

ca l led h im to br ing Sander .   You assisted me wi th the le t ter  

here.   Now,  I  am saying,  I  do not  recol lect  Br igadier  Nyuswa  

coming and te l l ing me that  Sander  requested to be  p laced 

back,  because a t  some stages a  decis ion needed to be 

taken there in,  Commissioners.   So,  h im saying Sander  10 

requested to be  t ransferred back,  no,  I  recal l  saying to 

Br igadier  Nyuswa  that  the  member  must  be  taken back to 

SOCI .    

 And then when we ta lk  about  SOCI ,  Ser ious 

Organised Cr ime,  the provinc ia l  commander who is  

responsib le for  Ser ious Organised Cr ime uni ts ,  wh ich are 

f ive in  the province,  is  Br iga dier  Nyuswa.   So,  i f  he decided 

to p lace h im at  the EPR, he should have provided reasons 

why he d id  that .   Because,  I  must  say,  we comply wi th  

inst ruct ions,  and i f  you are not  happy wi th i t ,  you comply  20 

and compla in .   That  is  the cul ture of  the pol ice .   You 

comply,  then you can put  a compla int ,  i f  you are not  happy 

wi th i t .  

 And I  want  to  a lso ind icate that  I  am st i l l  under  

oath,  then i t  is  just  that  I  am being probed wi th th is .   I f  
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members are not  t reated fa i r l y ,  l ike  Warrant  Of f i cer  Sander  

sa id,  before th is  Commission,  in  re lat ion to that  he was 

t rampl ing on other  people 's  toes,  the cor rect  process is  to  

be fo l lowed,  he should have went  to  the DPCI judge and 

la id a compla int .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Let  me just  cor rect  mysel f ,  just  to  be 

fa i r  to  you.   This  is  what  Br igadier  Nyuswa has said,  and I  

am reading f rom paragraph 55 of  h is  statement .    

“At some point ,  Warrant  Off i cer  came to  

speak to me about  return ing to SOCI . ”  10 

That  is  the cor rec t ion I  wanted to make .    

“ I  to ld  h im that  I  would speak to Genera l  

Senona,  who agreed that  Warrant  Off icer  

could return to  SOCI ,  but  not  SANEB.   

General  Senona said Warrant  Off icer  

Sander  must  go to EPR. ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commiss ioner,  a l low me not  to  

respond to Br igadier  Nyuswa 's i ssues,  because I  do not  

have that  type of  an af f idavi t .   The one I  am having,  when I  

respond to the quest ions on 10 -6,  I  wi l l  demonst ra te what  20 

t ranspi red there wi th Br iga dier  Nyuswa,  but  I  do not  recal l  

me te l l ing h im that  he must  go to EPR .   I t  is  me who took a 

decis ion to put  h im at  Supply Chain.   I  was inst ructed to 

p lace h im somewhere,  pending the f ina l isat ion  of  the 

invest igat ion .    
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 I  agree,  i t  is  me who wrote that  le t ter  that  you be 

p laced here .   But  when we say going back to your of f ice,  

in terchanging th ings is  not  me.   Because we cannot  t ransfer  

people wi thout  the author i t y .   The person who has got  the 

author i ty  to  t ransfer  people is  the Nat ional  Head.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  say,  though,  that  i f  what  happened 

is  as you descr ibe i t ,  which is  there was an invest igat ion  

around a l legat ions of  drugs,  that  the Warrant  Of f icer  Sander  

is  involved in  the  d ist r ibut ion of  d rugs,  and you say,  as far  

as you know,  that  invest igat ion has not  been concluded,  as  10 

in  he was not  c leared.   I t  would be st range to me that  when 

you say he must  come back to SOCI ,  you actual ly  a re happy 

for  h im to go back to SANEB.  I t  would be very st range to 

me that  you have referred to what  you say as a very ser ious 

compla int ,  and on the face of  i t ,  o f  that  emai l ,  i t  does look 

l ike a ser ious compla int .   And then head of f ice,  you say,  

says to you,  remove h im pending invest igat ion .    

 That  invest igat ion,  we see f rom the last  progress 

report ,  i t  does not  c lear  h im .   The only reference i t  makes 

to that  a l legat ion is  we t r ied to get  hold of  the compla inant ,  20 

and we have not  found the compla inant .   We have emai led 

the compla inant ,  and then i t  then d iscusses he is  hold ing  

in terest  in  other  companies,  and you recommend he be 

d isc ip l ined for  that .   Noth ing to do wi th the or ig inal  

compla int .   So as per  that  report ,  he is  not  c leared,  and 
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your  ev idence at  the end of  the day was that  invest igat ion,  

as far  as you know,  is  s t i l l  cont inu ing.    

 I t  is  s t range to me and inconsistent ,  the  

inconsistent  that  you would be happy for  h im to re turn to  

SANEB when he has got  th is  ser ious a l legat ion against  h im .   

And my saying is  inconsistent  is  to  lead to the probabi l i ty  

that  i t  suggests is  that  you would  have said he should go 

somewhere e lse  because he is  s t i l l  the sub ject  of  

invest igat ion,  even i f  he returns to  SOCI .   You would  not  be 

happy fo r  h im to go back to SANEB because he is  s t i l l  the  10 

subject  of  invest igat ion.    

 So there is  that  inconsistency in ,  on your vers ion,  

how you deal t  w i th  th is .   I f  your  vers ion is  the correct  

vers ion,  then i t  is  inconsistent  in  how you deal t  wi th  i t ,  that  

he is  not  c leared,  and then you say,  wel l ,  he can go back to 

SANEB.  I  am okay wi th that ,  especia l ly  because you are  

not  act ing on ins t ruct ion.   I f  you were saying head of f ice 

sa id I  must  take h im back,  then I  le f t  i t  to  you ,  s i r ,  where to 

p lace h im,  I  would understand .   I t  is  your  decis ion to return  

h im,  and you say to us he could have returned to SANEB.  I  20 

do not  understand i t .   Do you want  to  comment  on tha t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  get  what  the 

Commissioner  is  saying,  but  I  th ink I  remain w i th the  

explanat ion I  have provided.   I  hear  what  you are saying .   

To the Commissioner i t  does not  make sense,  but  as  we are 
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cont inu ing wi th an invest igat ion,  you see the compla inant  

cannot  be reached out .   You are able to  make a deduct ion 

as  th ings are going forward,  as  the invest igat ion is  

unfo ld ing.    

 So maybe to the  Commissioner i t  does not  make 

sense,  but  to  me at  that  s tage i t  made sense that  he must  

go back.   And I  must  a lso br ing to your a t tent ion,  

Commissioners,  that  in  terms of  the capaci ty  of  human 

resources,  we have a ser ious shortage in  the DPCI.   So I  

took that  decis ion,  and then i f  I  made a mistake,  I  wi l l  10 

accept  my mis take,  but  I  d id  take that  decis ion,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe then,  thank you for  that ,  i t  is 

your  answer,  thanks,  General .   Maybe then we can complete 

th is  d iscussion wi thout  put t ing th is  to  you for  your  comment .   

Warrant  Of f icer  Sander ,  you obviously have fo l lowed h is  

ev idence,  that  is  why you are able to  quote  the  

engagement ,  h is  engagement  wi th  Commissioner Khumalo.   

So you would be aware that  where he spoke about  th is  

issue,  he ment ioned a lso that ,  and i t  was on probing,  when 20 

he said I  was stepping on people 's  toes,  he ment ioned that  

he  lodged a compla int ,  I  th ink,  a  compla int  about  exhib i ts  

get t ing lost  against  cer ta in people .  

 And he had l is ted in  that  compla int ,  I  th ink the  

speci f ic  person was,  I  do not  remember h is  t i t le ,  but  
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Hussein,  i f  I  am not  mistaken.   And then in  that  compla int ,  

the document  that  is  before the  Commission,  there is  a  

whole l is t  o f  people who he says they removed,  they came 

in,  removed an i tem f rom the exhib i t  room, and then la ter  on  

i t  is  not  fu l l y  accounted fo r .   Now,  the main person,  

Hussein,  I  th ink was d isc ip l ined for  that .    

 But  in  the long l i s t ,  there are a number of  people  

that  I  do not  remember,  but  one of  them, I  suppose i t  s tood 

out  because the person came to test i f y ,  i t  is  Colonel  Jacob,  

one of  the people against  whom he was saying they took 10 

exhib i ts  out ,  and the next  th ing,  those exhib i ts  were not  

fu l ly  accounted for .   Did you become aware of  that  

compla int  against ,  maybe the genera l  compla int  about  the  

loss of  exhib i t s  that  was la id  by Colonel  Sander  before he 

was removed f rom th is  posi t ion to Supply Chain?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  am aware that  there 

was a Warrant  Of f icer  who was charged,  who received 

exhib i ts ,  who was supposed to send them to fo rensic,  and 

he never sent  them.  He d id whatever he d id wi th them, and 

then an invest igat ion was conducted .   That  person was 20 

charged cr iminal ly .   I  am aware of  that  person .   But  the l is t  

o f  people that  the  compla int  was la id  against ,  I  cannot  

remember now,  because a l l  I  am aware of  is  th is  one person 

who was cr iminal ly  convicted,  and a lso consequence 

management  was done by the l ine manager against  that  
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same person.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you become aware that  that  

compla int  was la id  by  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander?  I  am just  

t ry ing to f ind out  how much you knew about  that  compla int .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  remember that  one,  

Commissioner,  whether  i t  was by h im,  or  they establ ished i t  

when they d id the  inspect ions .   I  am not  aware .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   Thank you,  Ms 

Sel lo .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloy i .   Just  to  10 

c lose up on that ,  and then based on your test imony that  you 

actual ly  supported h is return to  h is  previous post ,  

SOCI /SANEB, would you,  today as  you s i t  here,  i f  you are 

able to ,  would  you support  and mot ivate fo r  h is  return to  h is  

previous post?  That  is  Warrant  Of f icer  Sander .   Or have 

you changed your mind f rom when you f i rs t  supported that  

chai r?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As far  as I  am s i t t ing here,  I  do not  

have author i t y  to  be a pol iceman.   There is  noth ing I  can 

do.   20 

ADV SELLO SC :    I  am not  asking about  author i t y ,  General .   

I  am just  enqui r ing whether  i f  you had the scope to,  would  

you support  and mot ivate for  h is  return?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  not  have a problem that  he goes 

there,  because I  sa id he must  go back to SOCI .   My 
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understanding was to h is  o ld,  h is  post ,  because when you 

are p laced at  a p lace,  at  a  speci f ic  area,  you have a post  

number over  and above the issue of  your  serv ice number,  

but  there is  a post  reference number to  each and every 

member.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I s  i t  fa i r  to  take i t  when you say you 

would not  have a problem,  you mean,  yes,  you would  

mot ivate i f  you could?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  th is  invest igat ion  against  h im is  

a lmost  two years ,  as the Commissioners a lso advised me,  10 

and noth ing at  th is  stage posi t ive ly came out  in  re lat ion to  

that  invest igat ion .   Yes,  I  wi l l  not  have a problem i f  he goes 

back there .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Then,  the other  i ssue that  you 

wanted to,  and I  am moving of f  th is  top ic,  the other  issue 

you wanted to engage wi th dur ing your f ree t ime was 

re lated to statements by Colonel  Pr ins loo,  I  hope I  have the 

rank r ight ,  which you said he made short l y  af ter  the thef t ,  i f  

you recal l .   You deal  wi th  that  at  your  paragraph 12.1 and 

12.2.   I  have ext racted two of  h is  statements .   They are 20 

both dated November 23 and 25,  respect ive ly.   You should  

have a b lue fo lder ,  a  smal l  fo lder  in  f ront  of  you .   I  have 

showed you these documents dur ing the tea break .   These 

are the documents that  you want  to  have regard to,  cor rect?   

The f i rs t  one you wi l l  see. . .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  the b lue fo lder  we have. . .  

ADV SELLO SC :    The l i t t le  b lue fo lder  there are two 

documents.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  looks l ike there is  one.  

ADV SELLO SC :    They should be at  the top there .   One 

should read in  manuscr ip t  A24 and the other  one A25.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  a lso have A24.   This is  the  cor rect  

one.   This A24 is  the correct  one.  

ADV SELLO SC :    A24 is  the cor rec t  one .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    I  th ink in  copying,  you actua l ly  then 

should have two bundles .   They put  them in separate  

s leeves,  but  he mainta ins that  i t  is  A24 you want  us to  have 

regard to.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  th is  the one in  respect  of  wh ich  you 

were referencing paragraph 7,  General?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    So we have A24.   Then take us to 

paragraph 7 and h ighl ight  what  you wanted to address.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wanted. . .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Second page of  h is  statement .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sor ry for  in te rrupt ion.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Go ahead,  go ahead,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  go ahead? 

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  wanted 

to br ing to the at tent ion of  the Commissioners that  whi le  the 

mind of  th is  Colonel  was f resh,  when we look at  paragraph 

7,  the pages are not  numbered .   But  he said :  

“Dur ing the loot ing in  Ju ly,  I  received a ca l l  

f rom the Dist r i c t  Commissioner…”  

Pardon me for  not  ca l l ing the name;  10 

“…to enqui re i f  our  dockets are secured as 

there was widespread loot ing on the coast .   

I  in formed her  that  they were secured .   I  

then in formed her  that  we had a large 

quant i ty  of  drugs stored in  the off ice,  and I  

requested that  VISPOL members pat ro l  

a f ter  hours. ”  

This paragraph,  when I  look at  the statement  that  the 

Commission has g iven us,  I  have never come across 

anywhere where the Colonel  is  ta lk ing to th is  paragraph .   20 

Then the next  paragraph that  I  wanted to address the 

Commissioners is  paragraph 10 of  the same sta tement .   

Maybe before paragraph 10,  le t  us  check paragraph 8.   My 

g lasses are running away .   Paragraph 8 is  l ine 1,  2 ,  3 ,  4 

f rom the bot tom o f  paragraph 8,  Commissioners.    
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“General  Senona requested us to have 

regular  v is i ts  to  the off ice af te r  hours. ”  

I  th ink I  test i f ied previously wi th regard to th is .   I  read i t  on  

record.    

“The members then le f t . ”  

So I  wanted that  sentence to come again on record.   Then 

we go to paragraph 10 .   He says:  

“On 2021 -11-0. . . ”  

Did I  say paragraph 10 in  my statement?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  you said paragraph 10.   You say so 10 

at  your  paragraph 12.2,  where you reference L ieutenant ,  

Br igadier  Naicker  and Warrant  Of f icers.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  th ink I  might  have made a  

mistake regard ing the paragraph,  but  I  want  to  look for  i t .   

There is  a paragraph that  he ta lks  about …  I  sa id he never  

in formed.   Maybe I  made a mistake .   Apologies for  that ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  i f  I  may ass ist ,  and that  i s  where the  

confusion arose and i t  was necessary for  me to ta lk  to  you .   

That  paragraph 10 is  not  in  that  s tatement .   I t  is  in  the  20 

second statement  now,  where  reference is  made to  

Br igadier  Naicker  and the two Warrant  Of f i cers.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  but…  

ADV SELLO SC :    You have the second statement ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have i t  here before me.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    A25.   At  paragraph 10,  that  is  where i t  is  

in t roduced.   Your  supplementary statement  reads as  i f  they 

come f rom the same document ,  but  i t  is  a  d i f ferent  

documents.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  there is  a problem 

here.   When you look at  both statements,  A25 and A24,  for  

me i t  looks l i ke  i t  is  the same,  but  when you go to  

paragraph 10,  there are two paragraph 10s.   My paragraph 

7,  I  th ink I  made a mistake when I  sa id A24 is  the  correct  

one.   Look at  paragraph 7 of  A25.   I t  is  exact ly  the same 10 

narrat ive on both  statements .   I  th ink I  am pick ing up an 

er ror  here that  I  conf i rmed that  th is  is  the correct  s ta tement ,  

but  the one I  was refer r ing to,  I  want  to  cor rect  that .   I t  

should be th is  A25,  not  24 .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And apologies  for  that ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    For  the record,  A24 is  dated 23-11-2021.   

That  is  the last  page .   You see tha t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that .  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    A25 is  dated two days la ter ,  and that  is  

25-11-2021.   Now,  I  pu l led up both because they are two 

days apart ,  and you said i t  is  a  statement  made short ly  af ter  

the thef t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioners.   I  s t i l l  
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mainta in that  i t  is  shor t l y  af te r  the inc ident .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  do  not  have an issue wi th that ,  so we 

set t le  on A25.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  when we read paragraph 10 of  

A25,  i t  ta lks to  what  I  have test i f ied about  in  that  on the –  

can I  read i t  on record,  Commissioners?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     

“On 20-21-07-29,  Br igadier  Naicker  v is i ted  

Port  Shepstone  as he needed to  inspect  10 

cer ta in SANEB dockets .   He was 

accompanied by two members of  Pretor ia  

SOCI  SANEB. ”    

I  am not  going to say thei r  names.  

“Brigadier  Naicker  then spoke to me 

pr ivate ly about  the consignment  of  Cocaine 

that  was stored in  the safe at  my off ices,  

and i t  was c lear  that  he knew i t  was stored 

by us.   I  in formed the Br igadier  that  I  was 

not  comfor table wi th i t  be ing stored in  my 20 

off ice as the  secur i ty  of  my off ice is  not  up  

to standard. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    General ,  can I  take you back to your 

statement ,  which  is  what  led us to A25,  and in  par t i cu lar  

12.2?  You set  that  up as a compla int  a t  paragraph 12.2 of  
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your  supplementary statement .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Paragraph?  

ADV SELLO SC :    12.2.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.   

ADV SELLO SC :    And at  page 5 of  th is  supplementary  

statement ,  you conclude that  by saying :  

“My off i ce never  received any report  o r  

feedback concern ing such a v is i t  or  

inspect ion . ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    And you reference paragraph 10.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Now,  my quest ion is ,  what  re levance 

does that  inspect ion have to the drug bust?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  you read i t ,  they are ta lk ing about  

the drugs here .   These drugs that  are stored there  is  the  

drug bust .   I t  is  the very same drug,  a l leged Cocaine.  

ADV SELLO SC :    But  the inspect ion  is  in  regard to  cer ta in  

SANEB dockets .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  can I  read the sentence here,  20 

Commissioners?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  p lease.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  the th i rd l ine.  

“Brigadier  Naicker  then spoke to me 

pr ivate ly about  the consignment  of  Cocaine 
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that  was stored in  the safe at  my of f ice . ”    

That  is  why,  that  is  the reference I  am making.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Is  that  an inspect ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.  

ADV SELLO SC :    You cal l  i t  an inspect ion at  12.2 .   That  i s  

my confusion,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Remember,  I  might  have made a  

mistake in  my,  in  compi l ing th is ,  but  a l l  I  am t ry ing to br ing 

to the at tent ion o f  the Commissioners is  that  th is  Br igadier  

was there,  and Pr ins loo  conf i rmed i t ,  he was there .   He 10 

came wi th two Warrant  Of f i cers to  do inspect ions on cer ta in 

SANEB cases.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Over and above that ,  they went  as ide  

and d iscussed the issue of  the storage of  d rugs  that  were  

there and he  never in formed the Commission whi le  he was 

here.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  so that  I  understand,  is  your  

point  that  other  people came to know about  the drugs and 

the fact  that  they were stored  at  the exhib i t  o f f ice ?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Exact ly ,  Commissioner .   Absolute ly  

t rue.   And how did they happen to know ,  I  do not  know.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Pr ins loo  to ld them, is  that …? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   I  do not  know,  because he 

should  have in formed .   You know,  when we come here,  we 
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say we want  to  te l l  the t ruth ,  we take an oath .   But  people  

choose to say cer ta in th ings and choose to wi thh eld  others .   

But  here,  in  h is  statement  that  the Commission gave us,  the  

one he compi led  for  the Commission purposes,  he is  not  

ta lk ing about  these two Warrant  Of f icers.   He is  ta lk ing only  

about  the Br igadier .   Why are you put t ing these ones aside ?  

For  what  good reason?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  the same th ing could be said  

about  the SAP13 people at  the  Port  She pstone  pol ice 

stat ion .   Because i f  these exhib i ts  had to be logged or  10 

recorded on the 23 r d  a t  the,  in  the book,  the SAP 13 at  Port  

Shepstone,  then i t  means anybody who has access to that  

a lso knows that  the drugs are stored at  the DPCI Port  

Shepstone of f ice .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i t  is  possib le,  but  i f  

you book th ings,  you s ign for  them.   In  the SAP13,  when I  

t r ied to recol lect ,  i t  is  e i ther  you take them to forensic or  

what .   I  do not  know what  they wrote there,  but  what  you 

are saying is  probable .  

CHAIRPERSON :     I  just  want  c lar i t y  on a response you 20 

gave to my co -Commissioner,  Commissioner Khumalo.   

Commissioner Khumalo  asked i f  you are saying i t  must  be 

Colonel  Pr ins loo,  who may have in formed Br igadier  Naicker  

about  the presence of  the suspected Cocaine.   I  thought  

you said yes .   Did  you say yes to that?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  get  the quest ion ,  

Commissioner,  p lease.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am saying in  response to a quest ion by 

Commissioner  Khumalo  as to whether  you are saying i t  i s  

Colonel  Pr ins loo  who may have to ld Br igadier  Naicker  about  

the presence of  the drugs there.   I  understood you to be,  o r  

rather ,  d id you say yes in  response to that ?  I  am asking 

that  because I  would f ind a yes to be st range ,  because 

Colonel  Pr ins loo  says here,  i t  was c lear  that  he knew i t  was 

stored by us.   So i t  is  more about  what  Br igadier  Naicker  10 

knew,  which appears f rom th is  not  to  have had anyth ing to  

do wi th Pr ins loo .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  in  th is  paragraph 10,  there is  no 

suggest ion that  i t  was Colonel  Pr ins loo who to ld or  who 

might  have to ld Br igadier  Naicker  that  there is  suspected 

Cocaine in  here.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So your answer ,  your  correct  answer to  

Commissioner  Khumalo  would  be no,  that  i s  not  what  you 20 

were saying .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  i t  is  not  Colonel  Pr ins loo  who 

in formed Br igadier  Naicker .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because I  am ta lk ing out  of  th is  
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paragraph.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.   I  thought  I  should  c la r i fy  

that  because I  thought  maybe you might  have 

misunderstood Commissioner Khumalo 's  quest ion .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner .   I t  i s  Colonel  

Pr ins loo who says Br igadier  Naicker  ta lked to h im aside and 

in formed h im about  the consignment ,  that  is  i t  s t i l l  here.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   And then Colonel  Pr ins loo  made the  

observat ion that  i t  was c lear  that  he knew i t  was stored by  

us.   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   Correct ,  Commissioner .   

Now,  a l l  I  am t ry ing to h ighl ight  to  the Commissioners,  to  

assist  them, is  that  a l though immediate ly af ter  the inc ident  

of  the thef t ,  th is  is  what  happened .   He does not  say the  

Br igadier  when he was there,  he  came wi th two Warrant  

Of f icers.   Now the quest ion is ,  I  am saying there is  a  

probabi l i ty  that  a lso  these two Warrant  Of f i cers might  know,  

might  have knowledge of  i t ,  because he was t ravel l ing wi th  

them.  Now,  why he never in fo rmed the Commission?  I  do 

not  know,  but  I  am just  put t ing i t  before the Commission.  20 

 I t  is  l ike paragraph 7,  he never in fo rmed the 

Commission about  what  t ranspi red between h imsel f  and the  

Dist r i c t  Commissioner .   He never in fo rmed the Commission.   

Then the quest ion is ,  why?   Because in  h is  ev idence- in-

chief ,  Commissioner  . . . [ in tervenes]  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  f in ish the sentence,  Genera l ,  f in ish  

the sentence .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  h is  ev idence- in-chief ,  he  said he 

reported over  and over  the issues of  the safety to  Br iga dier  

Nyuswa,  but  he said i f  he reported  i t  to  head of f ice,  he was 

going to be charged in  th is  and th is  and th is  and that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A t  some point  you should stop because I  

see that  your  counsel  wants to  say something .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.   No,  thank you.  

ADV MPOFU SC :   No,  Chai r ,  I  just  wanted to assist  where  I  10 

th ink the confusion came f rom .   I t  is  where the Chai r  is  

saying that  he sa id yes to that  quest ion .   He d id not .   He 

said no.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no.   I  was correct ing what  

came out  of  the engagement  between Commissioner  

Khumalo  and the General .  

ADV MPOFU SC :   Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  th ink I  captured what  is  in  the  

statement  cor rect ly  because indeed the General  conf i rmed 

what  I  was suggest ing to  h im,  which comes d i rect ly  f rom the 20 

statement .  

ADV MPOFU SC :   No,  hundred percent ,  but  what  does not  

come f rom the statement  i s  tha t  you d id premise i t  by  

saying maybe you are  mistaken,  tha t  he had said yes,  i t  was 

Pr ins loo.   He d id not  say that .   He said,  I  do not  know.   That  
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is  a l l  I  wanted to c lear .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought  he d id  so much that  he  d id not  

even,  even,  even…  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  th ink what  happened,  Mr Mpofu,  is  

there was a quick exchange and there was a yes and I  do  

not  know [ ind ist inct ]  . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV MPOFU SC :   But  the answer  was I  do not  know.   I  

th ink that  is  where the confusion s tems f rom ,  ja .   He never 

suggested that  i t  must  be Pr ins loo who had…  

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Mpofu,  I  wi l l  te l l  you th is .   I  10 

understood,  which is  why I  even sought  the c lar i ty .   I  

understood that  the General  could  never have meant  to  say 

that .  

ADV MPOFU SC :   Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  exact ly  why I  just  wanted to put  

that  beyond quest ion.   Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Chai r ,  I  am away of  the t ime,  but  perhaps 

just  to  c lose on th is  i ssue so  we can put  away th is  

par t icu lar  document .   I f  I  could inv i te  the General  once 

again to  your paragraph 12.2 .   And for  the record,  I  do not ,  20 

I  th ink now we have resolved the  issue of  paragraph 10 .   

For  the record,  you accept  tha t  the v is i t  by Br igadier  

Naicker  and the two of f icers and the fa i lure to  prov ide your  

of f ice wi th any report  back,  o r  any report  o r  feedback 

concern ing such v is i t  or  inspect ion is  i r re levant  fo r  
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purposes of  th is  Commission.   That ,  because the purpose of  

the i r  v is i t  was to inspect  cer ta in SANE B documents.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  i r re levant ,  Commissioners.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  re levant .   Because you,  for  

example,  here is  a department  in  a province,  you have a  

Provincia l  Commissioner.   And then inspectorate  f rom head 

of f ice send a  delegat ion to inspect  one of  your  pol i ce  

stat ions.   Even i f  they do not  do everyth ing,  they do speci f ic  

th ings.   They must  g ive you a report  so that  whatever  10 

shortcomings have been ident i f ied,  you must  be able  to  deal  

wi th  that .   I t  is  re levant  because the Commission is  probing 

a l legat ions of  corrupt ion,  in te r fe rence,  what  is  the other  

one?  In ter ference,  cor rupt ion  in  the cr imina l  just ice 

system.   So,  th is  paragraph,  for  me,  is  very much 

s igni f i cant .   And a person f rom Pretor ia  comes and te l ls  a  

person at  Port  Shepstone about  the storage .   I  just  want  to ,  

I  am making th is  statement  for  the Commissioners  to  take 

note of  that .   I  am not  saying any suggest ion or  whatever ,  

but  that  is  the re levancy.   Thank you,  Commissioners.   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  that  i s  why much ear l ier  when 

you were reading,  I  asked you,  what  in  fact  i s  th is  

paragraph about?   Because I  was t ry ing to understand,  what  

are you seeking to convey?   Is  i t  just  a  compla int  about  I  

d id  not  receive a report  and that  is  a l l  i t  is?  In  which case,  
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the evidence leader would be cor rect  to  say,  but  i t  is  not  

re levant .   But  i f  there is  more to the compla int  that  you d id 

not  receive a report ,  or  to  the fact  that  you d id not  receive a  

report ,  i f  there is  more to i t ,  i f  you are  saying more than just  

that ,  then we need to understand.  

 I  say th is  mindfu l  that  the last  th ing  you say is ,  I  am 

not  suggest ing anyth ing .   I  leave i t  to  the Commission.   I f  

there is  an under ly ing text  to  your  compla int  that  I  d id  not  

receive a report ,  and you th ink  that  under ly ing  text  is 

re levant  in  terms of  reference,  I  th ink i t  i s  helpfu l  to  the  10 

Commission that  you say what  i s  the text  behind those 

words.   Much ear l ier ,  you said  Pr ins loo does not  say 

anyth ing about  th is  v is i t .   The quest ion is  why .   And I  

thought  that  the quest ion is  why may wel l  be real ly  what  you 

want  to  speak to.  

 And I  was going,  I  had in tended to ask you,  what  is  

your  suggested answer to  the why,  so that  we know what  we 

are work ing wi th .   I f  we need to probe i t  fur ther  wi th another  

wi tness,  then we do that .   Otherwise,  on i ts  face,  i t  looks 

i r re levant  on i t s  face unt i l  you te l l  us what ,  in  fact ,  are you 20 

conveying about  i t .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  le t  me leave i t  there .   

Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  13.15 .   No,  
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14,  14.15.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   General ,  I  would l i ke  

to  inv i te  us to  now turn to  your Annexure LS1,  which is  the 

annexure to your supplementary statement ,  where you 

respond to a l l  the  quest ions posed to you in  the Regulat ion  

10(6) .   Do you recal l  that?  Do you have that  before you?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   Thank you,  Commissioners.   

Maybe before I  go to where the  Advocate  is  refer r ing to me,  10 

I  therefore request  permiss ion to address the 

Commissioners,  in  that  when I  was s i t t ing,  eat ing ,  I  was 

looking at  th is  document ,  where Commissioner Ba loyi  was 

asking me about  what  i s  the s igni f i cance of  that  paragraph.    

 Actual ly,  i t  is  to  show that  even though I  sa id very  

l imi ted people must  know,  but  i t  sounds that  a number of  

people know about  the storage.   I  just  wanted to c lar i f y  that .  

And then the second point  is  that  I  ind icated when I  s ta r ted 

to g ive test imony that  I  was double -booked.    

 Dur ing luncht ime,  Commissioners,  I  received the  20 

good news.   The d isc ip l inary that  was inst i tu ted against  me,  

I  was found not  gui l ty  and d ischarged on a l l  charges.   

However,  I  am worr ied because a lways when I  leave here,  I  

get  e i ther  a new disc ip l inary  case invest iga t ion or  

suspension.   But  I  thought  I  must  share th is  wi th the 
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Commissioners that  i t  was a good decis ion of  me not  going 

there,  coming here.   So I  am exonerated,  Commissioners.   

Now,  my fu l l  a t tent ion is  here because of  that .   Thank you 

for  offer ing me that  opportuni ty  to  address the  

Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  General .   I f  I  may then inv i te  

us to  go to your  supplementary s tatement ,  Annex ure LS1 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page 12.   10 

ADV SELLO SC :    S tar t ing at  page 12,  yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  f rom page 12 onwards to page 23,  

you respond to the speci f i c  quest ions,  15 in  a l l .   I  would 

suggest  that  we wi l l  end up deal ing wi th a l l  quest ions,  but  

not  necessar i ly  in  the order  they appear.   But  we wi l l  

address a l l  quest ions and g ive you an opportuni ty  to  state 

how you have responded to each quest ion.   Okay?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  would want  to  –  I  th ink when we s tar ted,  20 

Advocate Mpofu,  or  was i t  you,  I  am not  sure,  but  between 

the two of  you,  one of  you ra ised the issue of  a  r isk of  

ambush,  and I  would l ike to  avoid that  as much as is  

possib le.  

 So,  to  do that ,  I  suggest  we star t  ra ther  wi th a  
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document  you  would be fami l ia r  wi th .   You should have 

before you a bundle prepared speci f ica l l y  fo r  you that  you 

received f rom the Commission that  was shared w i th your 

legal  team, the General  Senona 's Bundle.   Do you have 

that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  would l ike you to turn to  page 430 of  

that  bundle.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    430?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    CJC? 

ADV SELLO SC :    The bundle that  I  have referred General  

Senona to,  that  he has,  has,  I  learn now,  no t  been 

dupl icated for  you.   I t  is  ext racted f rom the var ious exhib i ts  

in  the Port  Shepstone drug bust .   I t  would be document  1,  

page 101 of  your  exhib i t s .   So,  General  Senona is  work ing 

off  h is  own bundle,  which is  430,  for  your  purposes  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  is  wr i t ten on the spine  of  our  

one?   20 

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  is  e lect ronic.   I t  should be Fi le  1  of  the  

exhib i ts .  

CHAIRPERSON :    F i le  1.   I  have not iced that  I  have more  

than one Fi le  1 .   What  i s  wr i t ten at  the top?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe t ry,  you say page?   
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ADV SELLO SC :    I t  is  page 101.   I t  is  numbered 101.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  us see.   

ADV SELLO SC :    And then,  i t  is  a  report  by General  

Senona to Genera l  Mosik i l i  about  the bust .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  le t  us see.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Rather,  about  the  subsequent  fact .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  the Port  Shepstone drug bust .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Exhib i t  Bundle 1.    

ADV SELLO SC :    1 .   Correct .    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And to answer  the Chai r 's  quest ion of  

CJC232.  

ADV SELLO SC :    232?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .   Is  that  

the document  you have before you,  General?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners .   The 

document  I  am having is  page 430.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  on your f i les?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Because you are work ing off  the  bundle  

that  was made fo r  you?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    So,  th is  document  runs in to some s ix 

pages,  seven pages.   I t  is  dated the 9 t h  o f  November 2021 
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a t  the last  page,  and i t  is  s igned by you .   Correct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And th is  i s  a document ,  as I  understand 

i t ,  that  you prepared for  General  Mosik i l i  fo l lowing the thef t  

o f  the drugs at  Port  Shepstone.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  I  suggest  that  th is  might  be a 

log ica l  s tar t ing point  because you are the author  of  th is  

document ,  and when i t  was shared wi th you th is  week,  i t  

would have been fa i r ly  easy fo r  you to reacquaint  yoursel f  10 

wi th i t s  contents.   And I  say so,  mindfu l  o f  the fact  that  

under your  watch  in  KZN,  there have not  been,  I  am not  

aware of  many sto len drugs,  so th is  was a pecul ia r  k ind of  

report .   So you would recal l  i ts  contents.   Is  that  a fa i r  

assumpt ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  not  recal l  a l l  the contents 

because some I  wi l l ,  some I  wi l l  not .   I  wi l l  have to be 

referred to.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Absolute ly,  we wi l l  work th rough i t  page 

by page to the extent  that  i s  necessary.   So I  suggest  that  20 

th is  be the star t ing point ,  and then whi le  we look at  i t ,  we 

wi l l  consider  your  answers to the  15 quest ions that  were 

posed to you.    

 As a mat ter  of  in terest ,  before we star t ,  the facts  

that  you set  out  in  th is  document ,  and you cal l  i t  a  factua l  
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report ,  where d id you obta in those facts f rom,  regard ing 

both the seizure and the subsequent  thef t  o f  the drugs?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My Br igadier,  once I  was requested to 

provide a factual  report ,  I  requested h im to get  me the 

in format ion,  and he gave me a  draf t .   And then out  of  the 

draf t ,  I  d id  rect i fy  whatever  I  had to,  and then I  read i t .   I  

was sat is f ied,  and then I  sent  i t  to  the Deputy Nat ional  

Head by then.    

ADV SELLO SC :    So you d id not  see the  actual  documents  

f rom which he ext racted the so -cal led facts?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?   

ADV SELLO SC :    You d id not  see the  documents f rom 

which he ext racted the facts to  prepare the memo for  you?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Who?  Br igad ier  Nyuswa?   

ADV SELLO SC :    You said Br igadier,  I  d id  not  know which 

one.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Nyuswa.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Nyuswa,  yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   Look,  I  d id  not  know where he 

got  other  in fo rmat ion that  he assis ted me in  compi l ing th is  20 

report ,  but  he wi l l  be  the bet te r  person to respond to that ,  

but  he prepared the report  fo r  me,  and then I  read i t .   

Wherever I  needed to make correct ions,  I  made them, then I  

was happy.   I  s igned i t ,  and fo rwarded i t  to  General  Mosik i l i .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  ask because the report  is  fu l l  o f  factual  
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inaccuracies,  and you s igned i t ,  and you submit ted i t  to  

General  Mosik i l i .   So we are going to work th rough those 

inaccuracies,  and I  am going to inv i te  your  comment  

thereto.   There is  some effect  would be unwi t t ing ly then,  on 

the basis of  your  explanat ion,  you to some extent  mis led  

General  Mosik i l i  as  to  what  t ransp i red on the  22 n d  o f  June 

2021,  and the c i rcumstances under which that  happened,  

and the subsequent  thef t .   Would you accept  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  never mis led any person.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d isagree wi th the fact  that  I  mis led  

the General .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Now,  at  that  document ,  paragraph 

1.2,  your  last  sentence,  you state that :  

“The seal ,  that  is  the seal  to  the  

conta iner  on the 22 n d  o f  June,  was 

broken in  the  presence of  DPCI  

members,  ORS members,  and warehouse 

secur i t y  and staff . ”  

You see where I  am reading?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  do not  know whether  you wi l l  recal l ,  we 

do not  have to go there,  but  I  wi l l  g ive you the re ference 

number.   In  your  statement  in  January to  th is  Commission ,  

at  paragraphs 80 and 81,  just  for  the record ,  you ind icated 
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that  the in format ion received f rom Cr ime Inte l l igence  was of  

an exigent  nature,  and members  of  the DPCI and ORS 

proceeded to the  depot  to  inspect  the conta iner.   Who are 

these members of  the ORS that  went  to  inspect  the  

conta iner  together  wi th members of  DPCI?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  Commissioners,  what  

happens is  that  when members are  receiv ing in format ion at  

the harbour i tse l f ,  the harbour is  managed by members  

at tached to the ORS.  ORS is  Operat ional  Responses,  a 

d iv is ion wi th in the  South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices.  10 

 So the harbour  is ,  a l l  the por t  o f  ent r ies are  

managed by the ORS.  So I  am not  in  a posi t ion to g ive you 

the names of  those people  of  ORS,  because there are 

members that  are stat ioned there  on a permanent  basis,  

po l i c ing the harbour.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  ask for  two reasons.   One,  in  your  

statement ,  you l is t  the DPCI members.   You then say they 

went  wi th  ORS members,  but  you do not  l is t  the ORS 

members.   So i t  becomes in terest ing who of  the ORS 

members took par t  in  the seizure.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  because at  that  s tage,  when we 

wr i te  th is  report  and when I  wr i te  my statement ,  I  d id  not  

know.   Even now,  I  do not  th ink I  am aware of  the names of  

those ORS members,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Dur ing the test imony of  Colonel  Jacob,  
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we establ ished that  the so -cal led  ORS members he re l ied 

upon were actual ly  not  par t  o f  the operat ion.   I  would inv i te  

you,  for  that  purpose,  to  CJC261.   That  is  s tar t ing at  page 

777.   CJC261 is  the statement  of  Sergeant  Kubendren  

Govender.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    CJC261?   

ADV SELLO SC :    261.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Do you have the statement  before you?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    You wi l l  not ice  in  that  s tatement  that  

Sergeant  Govender  states that  he  was cal led by Colonel  

Jacob af te r  the  conta iner  was opened ,  and i t  was for  

purposes of  request ing assistance to t ransport  the  drugs.   

Were you aware o f  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  the f i rs t  t ime I  see th is  statement  

when the Commission provided i t  to  us.   And when you wr i te  

the report  as the  Provincia l  Head ,  Commissioners,  you are 

provided wi th in format ion.   And for  me,  i t  i s  to  read the  

report  and d ispatch i t .   But  I  do not  go and conf i rm and 20 

check who was there,  who was not  there,  and everyth ing.   I t  

is  not  wi th in my responsib i l i t ies.  

 My responsib i l i t ies are at  a  st rategic posi t ion,  

where I  receive the reports,  read them, when I  am happy,  I  

d ispatch them.  This statement ,  I  saw i t  when the 
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Commission sent  the documents  to  us.   I  th ink i t  is  

yesterday morning around 1 o 'c lock,  20 past  1 in  the ear ly  

hours of  the morn ing.  

 Then around 9,  10 o 'c lock when we read th is  th ing  

wi th the  c l i ck that  you open i t ,  then I  saw a lo t  o f  the  

statements of  people that  I  do not  know who they are.   The 

only people I  knew here,  when I  read the document  of  437 

pages that  the  Commission  has sent  to  us,  I  th ink i t  was,  I  

saw Br igadier  Nyuswa,  I  th ink,  i f  I  remember very wel l .   I  

saw my statement  that  I  made immediate ly af ter  the thef t .   10 

Then I  saw the copies of  my pol ice d iary and some other  

th ings.   But  these very few th ings that  I  was able to  

recognise in  that  bundle of  documents.   So I  cannot  say 

anyth ing to you,  Commissioners,  in  re lat ion  to th is  

statement .  

ADV SELLO SC :    My quest ion was real ly  in  re lat ion to the 

c la im you made in  your  report  to  General  Mosik i l i  that  at  the  

operat ion when the seal  was broken,  that  happened in  the 

presence of  DPCI  members and ORS members.   And I  say 

that  is  factual ly  incorrect .    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  have ind icated,  Commissioners,  I  

receive the reports,  I  read them and d ispatch.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  never went  and d id my own research 

and invest igat ion  and wrote the report .   I  sa id Br igadier  
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Nyuswa wrote i t  to  me and then I  checked i t .   Then I  was 

happy wi th i t .   Because my job  is  not  l ike a job of  an 

invest igator  who goes and in terv iews everybody and obta ins  

statements and checks and balances.   I  was requi red  to  

provide a factual  report .   Then I  sa id,  Br igadier,  come,  

prepare a draf t ,  le t  us have a look at  what  t ranspi red.   Then 

I  prepared that  report  and sent  i t .    

ADV SELLO SC :    So …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So,  I  d id  not  want  to  agree wi th the 

issue,  the statement  that  the SC is  saying that  I  mis led  10 

General  Mosik i l i .   I  gave her  what  I  was g iven.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  mainta in that  you mis led her  and i t  may 

very wel l  be that  you were mis led  and as a consequence 

you mis led her.   And I  mainta in you mis led her  because that  

is  factual ly  inaccurate,  what  you have set  out  in  the report  

about  presence of  ORS members.   That  was con ceded 

before th is  Commission by Colonel  Jacob h imse l f ,  who 

re l ied on those two ORS members  to say they were  par t  o f  

the operat ion ,  and I  show you that  the i r  own statements say 

they were not  …[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry  for  c lar i t y,  Ms Sel lo .   Are you 

making any d i f fe rent ia t ion between presence and being a 

par t ic ipant  in  the operat ion?   

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  says here in  h is  statement  that  he 

…[intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    I  am asking that  because ear l ie r  you took 

the General  to  a  paragraph that  spoke about  presence only 

and not  necessar i ly  par t ic ipat ion or  being a par t ic ipant  in  

the operat ion.   But  now the last  s tatement  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    The comment .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The comment  you made just  before I  

came in,  now spoke about  being a par t ic ipant  or  being  

par t ic ipants.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Let  me take a  step back.   The report  

does reference to  presence.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  am going to get  to  the quest ion of  

presence.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    His statement  to  the Commission at  

paragraph 81 says DPCI and ORS members proceeded to  

the depot  to  inspect  the conta iner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Proceeded.    

ADV SELLO SC :    That  is  Genera l  Senona 's statement  at  

page 23 of  h is  January statement  a t  paragraph 81.   And i t  i s  20 

e i ther  one of  two th ings.   The correct  factual  posi t ion  is ,  as  

he expla ins in  h is  report  to  General  Mosik i l i ,  a l ternat ive ly  

under oath to  th is  Commission at  paragraph 81.   They are  

mutual ly  exclus ive.   That  i s  why I  read them to mean the 

same th ing,  that  he d id not  in tend to express h imsel f  
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d i f ferent ly  in  both  documents.   He is  the author  of  bo th.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  p lease cont inue.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   And i t  i s  put  up for  your  

benef i t .   That  is  your  paragraph 81 in  your  or ig inal  

s tatement .   So that  as wel l  is  incor rect .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  the SC is  p ick ing up 

these mistakes.   When I  compi led my aff idavi t ,  I  used 

cer ta in documents that  were in  my possession.   And th is  

report  that  the SC is  referr ing to,  I  am provided wi th a  

report  wi th  in fo rmat ion.   I  read i t .   I  do not  go and ver i f y  10 

cer ta in th ings.  

 And then I  wi l l  never,  ever  come and mis lead my 

super io r.   I  wi l l  wr i te  what  I  am to ld .   Because at  that  s tage,  

I  d id  not  have any reason to doubt  whatever  report  was 

provided to me because,  number one,  I  never v is i ted the 

cr ime scene.   I  was not  at  the cr ime scene when these 

th ings were found.   I  was in formed.  

 I f  there is  any misconcept ion or  some th ings that  

are not  cor re lat ing,  i t  is  not  what  I  went  and observed.   A 

report  was provided to me,  Commissioners.   And as a resul t  20 

of  that ,  I  do not  th ink that  I  wi l l  s i t  and in tent ional ly  mis lead 

my super ior  or  come here and l ie  before the Commission.  

ADV SELLO SC :    That  s tatement  by the Colonel  Govender,  

Sergeant  Govender,  a lso c lar i f ies  that  the seal  was not  

broken in  the i r  p resence.   In  a sense that ,  he  says,  when 
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they were cal led  to the scene by Colonel  Jacob,  the seal  

was a l ready broken and the conta iner  was open.   So,  even 

on the c la im,  on the basis tha t  i t  happened in  the i r  

presence,  as expressed in  the report ,  is  not  factual ly  

correct ,  i f  they are to be bel ieved.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  e i ther  way,  Commiss ioners.   

Maybe th is  Sergeant  is  l y ing,  or  the in format ion that  was 

provided to compi le  th is  report  is  incorrect ,  but  i t  is  not  me 

who in tent ional ly  mis led.   I  d id  not  mis lead any person.   I  

submi t ted a report  that  was presented to me,  to  my 10 

super io r,  and I  took i t  that  th is  is  the correct  vers ion of  

events,  because I  was not  there.   How do you expect  me to  

respond to something that  I  was not  even there?  And even 

th is  Sergeant  Govender  that  the SC is  refer r ing to,  I  do not  

even know th is  person.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  suggested to you that  to  the extent  that  

you mis led General  Mosik i l i ,  would  be due to the fact  that  

you,  in  tu rn,  were mis led because the report  was prepared 

for  you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You are suggest ing,  but  I  have never,  20 

I  d id  not  mis lead the General .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Now I  am seeing th is  th ing .   I f  I  

mis led the General  as the SC is  saying,  Commissioners,  

why do I  have to do that?  I  have got  no  reason to mis lead 
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the General .   A l l  the reports  that  leave my off i ce  are  

prepared by people who are report ing to me.   They are  

brought  to  me,  I  read them.  

 I  wi l l  g ive you a  s imple example,  Commissioners.   

Your correspondences to my counsel ,  i t  i s  not  you who is  

wr i t ing  that .   Another  one,  another  employee in  the 

Commission is  wr i t ing that  report .   One of  the 

Commissioners read i t ,  and somebody s igns.   And then,  i f  

you are happy wi th that .   I f  there are mistakes,  i t  is  not  that  

there was an in tent ion to mis lead any person.   I  th ink that  is  10 

my response to th is  quest ion,  Commissioners.   Thank you 

very much.  

ADV SELLO SC :    For  the record,  I  want  to  say,  I  am not  

saying that  there  was an in tent ion  to mis lead,  no.   That  is  

not  what  I  am say ing.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But ,  Commissioners,  i f  the  SC is  

saying I  mis led my super io r,  I  took i t  very ser ious,  th is  

th ing.   I  took offence very ser ious because I  d id  not .   I f  i t  is 

me who sat  down and wr i te  th is  report  on my own,  a l though 

I  appended my s ignature,  I  wi l l  say,  ja ,  but  i t  is  not  me.   I t  is  20 

my subord inates  who prepared th is  report ,  who had 

in format ion to assist  me to report  to  my super io rs.   So,  I  

vehement ly  not  to  agree wi th the SC in terms of  mis leading 

my super io r.    

ADV SELLO SC :    General  …[intervenes] .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just?  I  mean,  I  thought  i t  had 

been c leared that  you have said that  you d id not ,  i f  he was 

mis led,  you d id not  do so in tent ional ly.   Maybe i f  i t  is  put  

d i f ferent ly.   The statement  that  you put  in  the report ,  that  

members of  ORS,  le t  us take the second one.   The 

conta iner  was open.   The seal  was broken in  the presence 

of  ORS members.    

 We now know f rom other  ev idence,  inc luding  that  

s tatement  of  Govender,  but  we a lso know f rom Colonel  

Jacob who has accepted that  ORS members were not  10 

present  when the seal  was broken.   A statement  that  says to 

General  Mosik i l i  the seal  was broken in  the presence of  

ORS members is  an incor rect  s tatement ,  r ight?   Fact .   

Object ive ly,  on  the basis of  the evidence that  we say has 

now been establ ished,  that  s tatement  i s  incorrect  factual ly,  

because members of  ORS te l l  us  in  the i r  s tatements,  and 

Jacob accepts that ,  that  they d id not  wi tness the breaking  

of  the seal .    

 They were just  b rought  in  to  t ransport ,  to  provide  

t ransport .   That  is  what  has been establ ished now.   So I  20 

th ink the s imple point  that  has been made to you is  that  the 

statement  to  Mos ik i l i  in  your  repor t ,  to  General  Mos ik i l i ,  in  

your  report ,  is  not  a correct  s tatement .   You g ive an 

explanat ion where you take that  s tatement  f rom.  

 You say Nyuswa,  I  th ink i t  i s ,  gave you a report ,  
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and that  is  what  he said,  and that  is  where you get  that  

s tatement .   Can we agree that  i s  f ine?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  the way you put  i t ,  i t  

is  much bet te r  the  way the SC put  i t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You see,  the words you are using,  

you say incor rect  in format ion,  v is-à-v is  mis leading.   Auwa .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  Ms Sel lo ,  I  used  incorrect .   Thank 

you,  General .    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  wi l l  go fo r  incor rect  in fo rmat ion.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Yes,  Mr Mpofu wants  to  say 

something.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Maybe I  wi l l  just  

assist  on th is .   You know,  i t  m ight  look t r i v ia l  or  even 

amusing to  some people,  but  the issue here goes back to 

what  we were say ing,  Chai r  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  we laughed at  h im because about  the 

auwa .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    No,  so d id I ,  so d id I .   I  am just  put t ing i t  

in  perspect ive,  Chai r.   And I  am gratefu l  to  Commissioner  20 

Baloyi  for  that  c lar i f i cat ion.   I  am just  saying i t  might  look 

l ike just  a  semant ic  debate,  but  i f  you bear in  mind what  we 

said in  the morn ing that  in  our  exper ience,  somebody in  

some dark  room is s i t t ing watch ing th is ,  as they d id  in  

January,  wai t ing  for,  as General  just  was scared of ,  on 
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Monday,  he might  be s l apped wi th a suspension note.  

 And that  suspension note wi l l  say because you 

admit ted  to the Commission  that  you mis led your super io r.   

That  is  a ser ious th ing.   I t  is  not  just  a  smal l  mistake.   I f  I  

come here as a lawyer and I  mis lead th is  Commission,  that  

is  a major  issue.   But  i f  I  make a  mistake on some factua l  

issue,  everybody makes mistakes.   But  i f  I  l i tera l ly  mis lead 

the Court  or  mis lead the Commiss ion,  that  connotes a very 

ser ious misconduct .   Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mpofu.    10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   And perhaps I  should 

c la r i fy  to  General  Senona and h is team that  the sta tement  

as couched creates an impression that  the operat ion 

involved ORS members.   And I  am saying f rom the evidence 

tendered before th is  Commission,  that  i s  factual ly  incorrect .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  one,  the way you have put  i t ,  

SC,  remember,  I  receive reports.   I  can go wi th i t ,  but  not  

that  I  mis led  my super io r.   I  might  be suspended or  

expel led.   I  have exper ienced a  lo t  o f  d isc ip l inary cases 

s ince I  came here .   And,  Commissioners,  28 t h  o f  th is  month,  20 

I  am 60 years o ld  and I  want  to  ex i t  the pol ice honourably.   

And I  am an honest  person.   Me and l ies,  we l ie  para l le l .   

So I  do not  want  to  be expel led before I  go on pens ion for  

th ings that  I  d id  not  do.    

 I  have just  been c leared.   I  have in formed the  
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Commissioners  that  I  am also a f ra id  I  might  be  get t ing  

another  one Monday or  they might  come to my house over  

the weekend and g ive me another  one.   What  have I  done 

by me coming here?  I  do not  know,  but  I  just  want  to  br ing 

th is  under your  at tent ion.   I  am very carefu l  not  to  make 

admissions that  a re not  correct .  

 I f  i t  is  correct ,  I  wi l l ,  as Commissioner Baloyi  has 

put  i t .   I  agree w i th that  narrat ive of  Commissioner Baloyi .   

But  th is  th ing of  mis leading,  i t  is  another  th ing that  I  cannot  

be compel led to agree to that .   I  receive reports l ike your  10 

lawyers,  Commissioners,  that  you have employed here to 

wr i te  to  each and every person and issue those subpoenas.   

They are work ing  on your behal f .   You do not  s i t  and wr i te  

those th ings,  you as Commissioners.  

 Other  people are assist ing you.   And when a  

mistake has happened,  i t  must  be put  that  i t  i s  a  m istake.   

Not  that  a person has mis led another  person.   I t  is  to ta l l y  

incorrect ,  w i th  respect ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  know that ,  General .   Quest ion 2.1 asked 

you to state the extent  of  the involvement  of  DPCI  off icers  20 

and your ro le as the Provincia l  Head  in  the seizure  of  the 

541 k i lograms.   I  am reading f rom page 12.   But  in  

summary,  the quest ion and your response was you d id not  

personal ly  at tend the scene,  nor  d id you par t i c ipate  in  the 

operat ional  handl ing or  p rocessing of  the seizure.   I  am 
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reading the answer to  your paragraph 2.   Do you see where  

I  am?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV SELLO SC :    You then proceeded to say :  

“My involvement  was l imi ted to overs ight  

and administ rat i ve decis ions af te r  being 

br ie fed by Operat ional  Commanders . ”  

Now,  on that  score,  I  accept  you d id not  personal ly  at tend 

the cr ime scene and that  you d id not  par t i c ipate in  the  

operat ional  handl ing or  processing of  the seizure.  10 

 I  would l ike to  engage you or  to  obta in comments 

f rom you about  how the  scene was handled and,  as the  

Head of  the DPCI,  to  express a v iew whether  that  i s  

compl iant  in  your  v iew.   You unders tand what  I  am saying?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hear  you,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    You are aware of  a  protocol  ca l led  

Protocol  on Search,  Seizure,  Handl ing,  Processing and 

Disposi t ion of  I l legal  Drugs.   I t  is  a  document  that  is  used 

and re l ied upon by SAPS in genera l  and DPCI inc luded.   I f  

you would l ike to  remind yoursel f ,  i t  is  CJC231 f rom page 20 

81.   But  consider ing your extensive exper ience in  DPCI 

f rom Pretor ia  and now to KZN,  i t  is  a  document  you  would 

be fami l ia r  wi th ,  that  there are cer ta in prescr ip ts tha t  must  

be fo l lowed in  the  search,  se izure,  handl ing,  p rocess ing and 

the d isposi t ion of  drugs .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Is  that  page what ,  Commissioner?   

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  wi l l  be CJC231 star t ing at  page 81.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am on page 81,  Commissioner.    

ADV SELLO SC :    You have located the document?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SELLO SC :    You are aware  of  i ts  contents.   I t  is  a  

document  that  is  appl ied to a l l  search,  se izure,  handl ing  

and processing of  drugs .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  have seen th is  

document  when I  was here in  January.   Par t  o f  i t ,  I  am 10 

aware of  the content ,  par t  o f  the content ,  but  not  the ent i re  

document .   I t  must  be noted that  I  a t tended the detect ive  

course when I  was appointed as a  Detect ive in  1989.   And 

th is  document  was not  there.  

 The Nat ional  Ins t ruct ion s that  are here  were not  

there.   I  was off ice -bound s ince 2011.   Being a manager,  

overseeing th ings,  not  at tending to cr ime scenes or  deal ing  

wi th cer ta in  th ings.   Managing people.   I f  the Commissioner  

can a l low me to just  i l lust rate the st ructure ? 

 In  a  uni t ,  you have a  Uni t  Commander.   Under  that  20 

Uni t  Commander,  as we were ta lk ing about  th ree sect ions in  

SOCI ,  I  wi l l  g ive  that  example.   There is  a  Colonel  here.   

There is  a L ieutenant  Colone l ,  L ieutenant  Colonel ,  

L ieutenant  Colonel .   Under th is  L ieutenant  Colonel  i s  

Capta ins,  Warrant  Off icers,  Sergeants,  and Constables.   
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These are the operat ional  members that  deals wi th the 

cr ime scenes and everyth ing and so for th.    

 The Uni t  Commander  wi l l  repor t ,  provide reports to  

the Provincia l  Commander,  who is  a level  o f  a  Br igadier.   A 

Br igadier  wi l l  read once he is  happy,  he reports to  me.   I  

receive reports.   I  wi l l  read i t .   I f  I  need c lar i t y  seeking  

quest ions,  I  wi l l  send i t  back.   They wi l l  rect i fy  and then I  

s ign i t .    

 So par t  o f  th is ,  I  saw that  dur ing  those years,  in  

terms of  processing the cr ime scenes,  we know the cr ime 10 

scene must  be cordoned off  and you must  ca l l  the LCRC 

and a l l  those k ind of  s tuff .   I t  is  something that  is  in  the 

curr icu lum of  the  cur rent  course that  is  ca l led Resolv ing of  

Cr ime Course.   A l l  the members of  the DPCI underwent  that  

type of  t ra in ing.    

 As the head,  I  expect  the members to know thei r  

job because they were t ra ined.   Unless i f  you were never 

t ra ined,  i t  is  another  th ing.   I t  is  the responsib i l i ty  of  

whoever is  t ra ined at  the scene to ensure that  th ings are 

being compl ied wi th.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  General .   I  ca l l  upon th is  

document  when precise ly because I  am re ly ing on your  

extensive exper ience in  DPCI,  p recise ly in  management  

posi t ions.   You manage the people who hand le these 

scenes.   I  depart  f rom the premise that  i f  my recol lect ion of  
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your  CV is  cor rect ,  a l ready f rom 2011 you were in  these 

management  pos i t ions ,  that  you are fami l iar  w i th  the  

appl icable prescr ip ts.   I  th ink you have assured the  

Commissioners that  you are.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  sa id some of  the  

contents,  not  the  ent i re .   And I  must  a lso put  i t  on  record 

that  you wi l l  rea l i se that  f rom t ime to t ime you get  th is  th ing  

cal led Nat ional  Inst ruct ions.   I t  is  a  pol i cy d i rect ive.   Some 

of  them we do not  have that  ample  t ime to go s i t  and read.   

I t  is  not  a l l  o f  them that  I  read and I  know each page.   I  wi l l  10 

know speci f ics in  that  report ,  but  not  every document ,  

Commissioners.   And honest ly,  I  have responded that  some 

of  these th ings here,  I  am aware of  them.  Some,  no.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  would l ike  then to establ ish  what  i t  

is  you are aware of .   And perhaps best ,  when we work 

through i t ,  through my quest ions  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  Ms Sel lo .   You wi l l  correct  me i f  I  

am wrong,  but  my understanding is  that  the pol ice off icers,  I  

do not  mind i f  I  am using off icers incorrect ly  here.   The 

pol ice off icers who conducted the operat ion  actual ly  20 

admi t ted or  accepted that  they had messed up wi th regard  

to the handl ing of  the scene and indeed even beyond.   For  

example,  going to Is ip ingo,  how the regist rat ion  of  the  

exhib i ts  took p lace,  tak ing p lace w i thout  the exhib i t s  being 

p laced in  the exh ib i t  bags and even the quest ion of  where 
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they were stored.   They basica l ly,  in  the end,  accepted that  

they messed up.   So I  am t ry ing to understand i f  the 

General 's  responses on th is  aspect  are going to advance 

whatever i t  is  we are about  now.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  wi l l  t ry  and ar t icu late why I  am going 

down th is  route.   I  am speaking to the General  as  the head 

of  the very DPCI members who have made the admissions.   

I  do not  depart  f rom the premise that  he is  aware  of  the  

admissions made.   This af ternoon,  the General  comes back 

in to the Commission to in fo rm you that  the d isc ip l inary  10 

process that  he was subjected to  has c leared h im,  which I  

would expect  wou ld resul t  in  h im going back to the posi t ion  

that  he held.  

 Now,  the quest ion that  would ar ise is  s teps that  he  

would take pursuant  to  learn ing what  h is  members  d id on 

the day i f  he was not  aware at  the  t ime.   And i t  is  for  that  

purpose that  I  am br ing ing these facts to  h is  at tent ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   Yes,  Mr Mpofu?    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Two th ings.   One is ,  

just  in  case we are accused of  mis leading the Commission,  20 

just  to  c lar i f y  tha t  the DC in respect  of  which the General  

was c leared is  not  the one about  the –  what  is  i t  ca l led?  

Drug bust .   Ja.   So,  ja ,  and i f  he gave that  impression,  then 

we,  I  th ink,  General  Khumalo,  Commissioner  Khumalo ,  

maybe a lso wanted to assist  me in  that  regard.   That  is  the  
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one th ing.    

 The other  one,  Chai r,  i s ,  and I  do not  want  to  

venture to t ry  and say how the evidence leaders  should  

leave thei r  ev idence,  but  I  am just  tak ing advantage of  your  

in tervent ion.   That ,  rea l ly,  to  save t ime,  i t  might  just  be  

easy to say,  does the General  accept  a l l  the confessions,  I  

am using the word loosely,  that  the  scene was messed up?   

 And I  am sure he wi l l ,  and there is  no -one,  a l i v ing  

eye who have not  been watching everyth ing.   We wi l l  accept  

that  and then we wi l l  move on.   Otherwise,  a l l  he is  saying 10 

is  that  he re l ied on other  people.   I f  they messed up,  I  do 

not  th ink he is  here to defend them.   And Ms Sel lo  w i l l  f ind 

that ,  actual ly,  tha t  is  not  the case.   I t  is  not  h is  ev idence.   I  

can assure you that  everyth ing was done accord ing to the 

book and every l i t t le  prescr ip t  was fo l lowed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mpofu.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Chai r,  in terest ing ly,  i f  I  had posed the 

genera l  quest ion  to General  Senona,  whether  he  accepts 

a l l ,  as Mr Mpofu says,  quote -unquote confess ions of  

noncompl iance  by h is members,  whether  he  accepts that ,  20 

chances are that  i t  would have been deemed to be an unfa i r  

quest ion to General  Senona.    

 So th is  was an at tempt  to  make h im understand the  

extent  of  noncompl iance  and to seek h is v iews on the level  

o f  noncompl iance .   Now,  i t  may very wel l  be for  h is  own 
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benef i t ,  should he resor t  to  that  posi t ion,  and /or  the benef i t  

o f  whoever takes over  to  deal  wi th  precise ly these issues of  

noncompl iance .    

 I  know General  Senona was not  on  the scene.   I  am 

not  at t r ibut ing responsib i l i t y  of  the  scene to h im,  but  in  l ight  

of  the expressions he made to General  Mosik i l i  about  the  

handl ing of  the scene,  I  depart  f rom the premise that  he is  

aware  of  the prescr ip ts,  appl icable prescr ip ts,  as  to  how the  

scene should be managed,  and that  there were fa i l ings in 

that  regard.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    In  the l ight  of ,  because you said perhaps 

i f  you had posed the quest ion that  Mr Mpofu …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    That  Mr Mpofu is  inv i t ing  me to  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  there might  have been an object ion 

to that .   Now we know there  wi l l  not  be an object ion to that .   

Would you be wi l l ing,  perhaps,  to  shor ten  th is  to  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  is  too genera l .   I  can shorten i t ,  but  not  

as genera l  as …[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  necessar i l y.   We can never be  

prescr ip t i ve to  you as to how you do the quest ion ing.   But  of  

course …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    General  Senona's concern might  very 

wel l  be that  there  are people l is ten ing and draf t ing the next  
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suspension le t te r.   So my quest ions to h im must  be  fa i r  to  

h im,  so that  he can answer.   I f  he accepts a l l  confessions,  I  

do not  know what  rami f icat ions that  wi l l  have for  h im as 

thei r  boss,  because technica l l y  he is  s t i l l  in  the posi t ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    So what  I  wi l l  undertake to do is  perhaps 

not  be as deta i led and deal  wi th  the genera l i t ies,  and then 

inv i te  h is  comment .    

CHAIRPERSON :    In  the l ight  of  the point  I  made r ight  at  

the beginning,  which is  that  the  people have a l ready 10 

accepted that  they messed up.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Basica l l y  throughout .    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  would inv i te  –  I  wi l l  pose a d i f ferent  

quest ion to General  Senona.   General  Senona,  are you 

aware of  the ex tent  to  which the appl icable prescr ip ts,  

inc luding the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  2017 of  Proper ty and 

Exhib i t  Management ,  the Protocol  on Search and Seizures 

of  Drugs and re lated,  are you aware of  the ex tent  of  

noncompl iance  wi th those prescr ip ts dur ing the seizure and 20 

storage of  these drugs?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before he answers,  i s  the quest ion,  

was he aware then or  s i t t ing here now,  i s  he aware?  So 

that  we do not  ge t  d i f ferent  answers depending on the  t ime 

per iod you are refer r ing to.    
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ADV SELLO SC :    Wel l ,  I  wi l l  take i t ,  is  he aware now?  He 

was not ,  hence he expressed h imsel f  in  the manner  that  he 

d id in  h is  report  to  General  Mosik i l i .   So i t  is  in  the now.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   I  am aware 

now.   And the impl icat ions is  that  even i f  you ar rest  people,  

that  th ing wi l l  c reate gaps in  ensur ing the admissib i l i ty  of  

the evidence.   Handl ing the cr ime scene is  a del icate th ing.   

We cal l  i t  a  holy  p lace.   And the  person in  charge of  the  

cr ime scene,  i r respect ive of  rank,  even i f  I  go to a cr ime 

scene,  Commissioners,  as a General ,  and a Constable  is  10 

ent ry level ,  is  in  charge of  the cr ime scene,  that  person is  in  

charge.  

 I  wi l l  g ive you an example.   A lo t  o f  c r ime scenes,  

you wi l l  see the Min ister  of  Pol ice,  the Nat ional  

Commissioner,  the Nat ional  Head,  they go to the  cr ime 

scenes.   Thei r  so le purpose of  going there is  to  get  facts  

and congratu late  the members fo r  the i r  good work.   And 

they expect  that  those protocols  must  be fo l lowed.   The 

same appl ies to  me.    

 But  I  can te l l  you that  i f  the  members have 20 

confessed or  made admissions that  they d id not  fo l low the 

protocol ,  consequence management  needs to apply.   That  is  

my response,  Commissioner.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  am happy to leave i t  a t  that .   And I  

take i t  perhaps through appreciat ing the fu l lness o f  t ime, 



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 153  o f  286  

 

 

the extent  of  the admissions that  they have made.   So you 

wi l l  not  tomorrow say because of  a response you gave at  

Madlanga Commission that  you then were faced wi th a 

suspension …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Then I  wi l l  not  unpack.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  th ink  the  SC is  not  

aware what  I  am going through.   I  am going through,  for  

lack of  a  bet ter  word,  and apologies upf ront ,  I  am going 

through hel l  because of  me coming here and test i fy ing.   10 

That  is  a possib i l i ty.   The last  t ime I  ra ised issues of  safety,  

a  decis ion was g iven fo r  me to read people 's  names.   I  am 

having l i t igat ion  now.   Over and above that ,  I  was 

suspended and say evidence was g iven under oath before  

the Commission.  

 Cur rent ly,  the other  one,  I  have a new one that  I  

received af te r  when I  appeared here on the 1 s t .   They say I  

am being charged because of  the  storage and thef t  o f  the 

drugs.   I  test i f ied  in  January.   Is  i t  not  one and the same 

th ing?  Is  somebody not  abusing h is powers to t ry?  I  do not  20 

know what  have I  done to these people.   But  I  want  to  assist  

the Commission.   That  is  why I  came back.  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  in  the in terest  of  t ime,  I  th ink we 

note your concerns.   P lease answer the quest ions.   I f  we 

keep going to your DC issues,  we wi l l  not  f in ish today.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  because i t  emanates f rom th is .   

That  is  why …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  appreciate  that .   I  th ink you have 

made the point ,  but  le t  us not  repeat  i t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because you made i t  ear l ier  a lso.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  I  th ink in  the in terest  of  t ime,  and 

I  know you do not  want  to  come back severa l  t imes,  so in  

the in terest  of  t ime,  le t  us answer quest ions and see how 10 

far  we go.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  wi l l  do 

so.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo .   

Staying wi th your  page 12,  you say your involvement  was 

l imi ted to overs ight  and administ ra t ive decis ions ,  bu t  you do 

not  unpack the administ rat i ve decis ions.   Are you able to  

just  in  summary say what  those administ rat ive decis ions 

were?  

,Administ rat i ve decis ions is  when a report  i s  p rovided 20 

before me.   I  read i t  when I  am happy.   I  s ign i t .   I  d ispatch 

i t  to  the re levant  off ices ,  Commissioners .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Is  that  a decis ion ,  or  am I  . . . [ ind ist inct ]?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When a report  is  p repared before me 

and I  s ign i t ,  which means I  am comfor table wi th the  content  
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that  was prepared for  me.   Then I  s ign i t .   I t  goes.   Other  

administ rat ive issues are not  re lated to the issues of  the 

Commission.   L ike i f  there is  a  shortage of  manpower,  

shor tage of  vehic les,  shor tage of  ce l l  phones.   Those are 

administ rat ive issues that  I  must  engage Head Off ice  and 

say I  am unable to  reach my object ive or  targets because 

these are adminis t rat ive issues tha t  I  need your assistance.   

Thanks,  Commiss ioners.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe le t  us conf ine i t  to  th is  inc ident .   

What  are the administ rat ive decis ions that  you made 10 

re lat ing to th is  inc ident  that  we are  concerned about?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    To the drug bust?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  want  to  ind icate,  Commissioners,  

that  Br igadier  Nyuswa cal led me and in formed me about  the 

bust ,  and then I  was happy.   I  was thumbs up.   I  sa id  

prepare a report  so  that  I  can report  to  my pr inc ipa l .   Over 

and above that ,  he to ld me Is ip ingo does not  assist  us.   

They say they do not  have capaci ty  to  store th is  drug bust .    

 A lso,  he h imsel f  ca l led the Forensic Science 20 

Laboratory.   He said Tot i ,  but  when I  checked ,  i t  is  

Amanzimtot i ,  and who said they do not  have space because 

they have problems wi th f looding .   He suggested and said,  

General ,  we can take these th ings to Port  Shepstone 

because on a previous occasion,  we d id store Hashish unt i l  
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the invest igat ion was f ina l i sed.  

 On a previous occasion,  we d id store the Mandrax 

unt i l  the case was f ina l i sed,  and w e d id not  have a problem.   

Commissioners,  th is  person who is  advis ing me about  th is  

has got  more than 30 years of  serv ice in  the same province 

work ing there.   He was a Commander of  that  uni t  for  more  

than 10 years.   He knows the in  and out  and he resides in  

that  s ide.    

 A t  that  s tage,  I  d id  not  have any reason to doubt  

h is  recommendat ion.   Then I  sa id,  you having said that ,  i t  is  10 

f ine,  we can do i t .   I  must  say because th is  response that  I  

am giv ing ,  Commissioners,  i t  a lso answers some of  the  

quest ions on the  10(6) .   As a resul t  o f  that ,  that  is  an 

administ rat ive decis ion upon recommendat ion by somebody 

who knows the p lace bet te r  than me.  

 When I  took up my off i ce,  I  am t ry ing to save t ime,  

Commissioner Khumalo .   I  need to expla in th is .   When I  

took up off i ce,  i t  was the 4 t h  o f  September.   I t  was a  Monday 

when I  took up my post .   The appo intment  i s  1 August ,  but  I  

took up off ice 4 t h  o f  September.   No one or ientated me 20 

about  the KwaZulu -Nata l .  

 Even today,  there are other  pol ice stat ions wi th in  

the v ic in i t y  that  I  cannot  dr ive and show you  that  th is  i s  the 

pol ice stat ion and the name.   So,  a  person wi th more than 

30 years in  that  a rea,  you ask me about  Pretor ia ,  i t  is  easy 
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for  me.   I  wi l l  te l l  you there,  there,  there,  there,  there .   But  

i f  you are advised by your deputy at  the level  o f  a  Di rector,  

a  Br igadier,  I  d id  not  have any reason to doubt  h im.   Those 

are administ rat ive decis ions that  you are tak ing  upon 

recommendat ions by your people that  you are work ing wi th.   

Thank you,  Commissioner s.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  that  is  one administ rat ive decis ion 

on recommendat ion.   You made that  decis ion.   Any other  

administ rat ive decis ion that  you made re lated to  

…[intervenes] .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    To th is  th ing?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The other  administ rat ive decis ion,  

Commissioners,  upon the thef t ,  General  Senona made a 

decis ion that  the  Detect ive Serv ices  must  invest igate th is  

case.   You cannot  be a v ic t im and then at  the same t ime you 

invest igate your  own,  yoursel f .   And for  some other  reasons,  

Head Off ice dec ided to establ ish a team and took the  

invest igat ion f rom General  Detect ive to Head Off ice DPCI.    

 Me,  I  took a decis ion that  le t  the d ist r ic t  do the  20 

invest igat ion.   Should they need any assistance,  we shal l  

assist .   You wi l l  recal l  in  January  I  sa id we d id the data 

dumps,  I  do  not  want  to  ta lk  too much about  these th ings 

because they wi l l  expose our  st rategies.   There were in i t ia l  

invest igat ions tha t  were done,  however,  a t  the same month,  
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a  ca l l -up inst ruct ion came,  i t  cut  me off  o f  those th ings,  and 

then I  s tood back.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Those are  administ rat i ve decis ions 

that  I  have taken,  Commissioners.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  in  response to Commissioner 

Baloyis '  quest ion,  whether  the issue of  the keys and where  

they should res ide.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.   Thank you for  reminding 10 

me,  Commissioner.   I  th ink i t  is  par t  and parcel  o f  the  

responses here.   The issue of  the keys,  Commissioners,  as  

I  have ind icated in  my evidence- in-chief  that  there is  a  

document  that  I  was supposed to  s ign that  I  d id  not  know 

about .    

 But  what  I  d id ,  I  to ld  the Br igad ier,  I  sa id,  you 

know,  these th ings,  we cannot  leave the keys here.   I t  is  a  

precaut ionary mat ter.   And then the keys were kept  in  my 

off ice because I  had a safe.   I t  is  a  one square metre top 

around,  l ike,  as I  am indicat ing on th is  tab le,  l ike th is .   Four 20 

people wi l l  never  carry i t .    

 So,  because the Br igadier  d id not  have a safe at  

that  t ime in  h is  of f ice,  and the keys ended up wi th me under 

lock.   And another  administ rat ive decis ion that  I  took 

regard ing th is ,  when the invest igator  that  I  d id  not  have any 
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doubt  whether  he is  corrupt  o r  not ,  came to request  the  

keys,  I  le t  h im s ign.   I  th ink I  submi t ted copies  of  my 

d iar ies.    

 He went  to  do whatever invest iga t ion that  he was 

guided by h is superv isors there,  and then he brought  the  

keys back.   I  locked them in,  and the fo l lowing day,  twice,  I  

th ink i t  is  23 and 24 June.   So,  I  kept  the keys.   I  sa id,  i t  is  

f ine,  I  wi l l  keep them for  the sake o f  safety.  

 Another  one,  i f  I  want  to  th ink about ,  is  the issue of  

apply ing for  a polygraph test  for  everyone who was there.   I  10 

was asked by the Commissioner,  why are  you not  

vo lunteer ing?  I  sa id,  my superv isor  i s  the one who must  

subject  me to that ,  because somet imes you go,  they say I  

am avai lab le,  make a polygraph test  to  me.   I t  might  sound 

otherwise,  that  why is  he coming here?  But  I  heard what  I  

was advised in  January.   So,  basica l l y,  those are the few 

that  I  can recal l  and ment ion to the  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioners  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r,  I  am sor ry to  in ter rupt  Ms Sel lo .   20 

Just  fo r  the record,  I  just  wanted to ind icate that  the d iary  

ent r ies that  the General  is  refer r ing  to wi l l  be found at  page 

796 and 797 of  the Exhib i t s  Bund le .   That  is  when the,  I  

th ink i t  was Mpangase,  Warrant  Off icer  Mpangase that  

requested the keys and returned them.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    CJC,  what?  Or you do not  have the  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    I  do not  have the CJC numbers .   I t  is 

796 of  the red paginat ion.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  i t  would assist ,  i t  is  in  re lat ion to 

another  quest ion.   We wi l l  get  to  those.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   That  is  our  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So long Commissioner Baloyi  a l ready has 10 

i t ,  le t  us just  ment ion i t  qu ick ly.   CJC266.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  that  is  correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    So what  we are deal ing wi th was h is  

response to the f i rs t  quest ion,  which was h is ro le,  i f  any,  

and h is members at  the seizure.   And that  is  where he says 

he took administ rat i ve decis ions.   His response now is  

broader than the quest ion.   So i t  is  a l l  admin ist rat ive 

decis ions he took in  re lat ion to the  drug bust ,  inc lud ing the 

thef t .   So the answer is  much broader.  20 

 But  we wi l l  get  to  the aspects o f  the broadened 

answer that  you have g iven.   Now let  us turn then to your 

second quest ion.   The second quest ion is  at  page 13.   The 

quest ion requi red  you to state whether  there were other  

su i tab le fac i l i t ies  avai lab le fo r  the storage of  the  seized 
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drugs.   Do you see where I  am read ing?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.   

ADV SELLO SC :    And your answer speaks to the fact  that  

you were in formed by operat ional  members that  SAPS 

Is ip ingo d id not  have adequate s torage fac i l i t ies and the 

last  paragraph before the  next  quest ion that  you were 

in formed that  KZN FSL laboratory a lso lacked adequate 

fac i l i t ies.   The quest ion though was whether  or  no t  there  

were other  su i tab le fac i l i t ies ,  and that  quest ion remains 

unanswered.    10 

 Were you aware of  the fac i l i t ies in  and around the  

area that  could have stored the drugs before they were  

shipped to Port  Shepstone?  And in  th is  regard ,  I  am asking  

about  the Maydon Wharf  Pol ice Sta t ion,  is  i t  Umbi lo ,  and a l l  

these are stat ions deal t  wi th ,  i f  you wi l l  recal l ,  in  your  

Annexure S2 that  you at tached to your previous sta tement ,  

which was a report  o f  drug seizures,  I  th ink for  the per iod 

2020 to 2024.  

 So the quest ion  wanted to establ ish f rom you 

whether  or  not  you sat is f ied yoursel f  that  there were no 20 

other  su i tab le fac i l i t ies when you were in formed by 

Br igadier  Nyuswa that  Is ip ingo wi l l  not  accept  them.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  was not  

aware.   Br igadier  Nyuswa just  came and br ie fed and 

suggested to me,  and I  have a l ready responded to th is  
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quest ion that  you are asking me when Commissioner Baloyi  

say other  adminis t rat ive decis ions.    

 Hence I  sa id I  was not  even or ientated about  

KwaZulu -Nata l .   I  do not  know where is  Maydon Wharf .   You 

say Maydon Wharf  o r  Waden Wharf ,  I  do not  know,  

Commissioners,  but  I  do not  know where i t  i s .   You ask me 

about  Pretor ia ,  I  wi l l  take you to  each and every  pol ice 

stat ion,  but  there…  

ADV SELLO SC :    So do I  understand you correc t ly  that  

s ince August  2020 when you took off ice unt i l  June 2022,  10 

you d id not  acquaint  yoursel f  wi th  the envi ronment  and the 

fac i l i t ies avai lab le and the pol ice  stat ions you may have to  

work wi th,  par t icu la r ly  in  the exerc ise of  your  du t ies as  

DPCI?  You d id not  fami l ia r ise yoursel f  wi th  that ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  v is i ted my off ices.   

I  v is i ted New Cast le .   I  am having an off ice of  SOCI  in  

Newcast le ,  to  address my members meet  and greet .   I  

v is i ted my off ice in  Richards Bay to do the meet  and greet .   

I  v is i t  –  i t  i s  a  SOCI  off i ce.   I  v is i ted a SOCI  o ff ice in  

P ietermar i t zburg  to do the meet  and greet .   There are two 20 

off ices in  P ietermar i tzburg .   I t  is  a  SOCI  and Ser ious 

Commercia l  Cr ime Invest igat ions.    

 I  v is i ted my off i ces at  Durban Organised Cr ime 

where SOCI  is  SOCI  at  136,  I  cannot  remember the  name of  

the st reet ,  and then I  v is i ted a Commercia l  Cr ime o ff ices.   I t  
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is  in ,  what  is  th is  bui ld ing?  I t  is  in  Durban,  and then I  d id  

the meet  and greet  of  my people.   I  v is i ted the  Ser ious 

Corrupt ion in  a Commercia l  Ci ty  Bui ld ing.   So the other  one,  

ja ,  is  John Ross bui ld ing in  Durban.    

 But  the issue of  pol i ce stat ions,  I  was going there .   

I  went  to  a  pol ice stat ion,  I  th ink when the  Min ister  v is i ted 

there where there  is  a lo t  o f  murders .   I  cannot  remember  –  

Inanda,  because I  was inv i ted to go there by,  actual ly  the 

Nat ional  Head ins t ructed me to go and represent  h im.  

 But  my own people that  I  found there  who have 10 

more than 30 years of  serv ice never took me and said,  

General ,  le t  us take you around so  that  you can know your  

area.   Even today,  I  cannot  te l l  you about  a l l  the  –  maybe I  

know two or  three that  I  have v is i ted,  but  some that  I  

v is i ted,  l ike here  in  the border  of  Mozambique and South  

Af r ica,  I  cannot  remember that  p lace there.    

 Ja,  we went  there,  but  I  cannot  take you there  

again because I  got  lost  very ser iously when I  went  there.   

They were opening a pol ice stat ion when we were deal ing 

wi th a lso an operat ion of  the cross -border  opera t ions of  20 

thef t  o f  these Toyota bakkies that  were crossing in to the 

Mozambique.   But  the others,  whenever I  was never taken 

or  the job d id not  force me to go there,  I  do not  know about  

i t ,  Commissioners .    

ADV SELLO SC :    My d i f f i cu l t y  i s ,  i t  sounds l i ke you are 
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on ly fami l iar  wi th  what  happens ins ide your off i ce,  bu t  not  in  

the area over  which  you have author i ty.   You are  the head 

of  DPCI  KZN.   As I  ind icated,  you submit ted a document  in  

January,  your  Annexure S2,  that  gave a fu l l  account  of  a l l  

DPCI- re lated drug busts.   You cal led i t  the major  Hero in  and 

Cocaine.  

 And in  that  document ,  which is  an extensive  

document ,  i t  re ferences a l l  these fac i l i t ies,  and I  am 

surpr ised to hear  that  you say today that  you do not  even 

know Maydon Wharf .    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was never there,  Commissioners .   

And I  must  say,  a f ter  the thef t ,  everybody was able to  house 

the drugs,  the busts that  we have made,  in  that  document  

that  the SC is  refer r ing to.   At  one stage,  we were  assisted 

to take drugs that  we busted to Cape Town wi th the pr ivate  

je t .   A f ter  the the f t ,  everybody was there to assist .   Before  

the thef t ,  I  was re lat ive ly new.   I  d id  not  even f in ish 12 

months in  my off ice.  

 I  do not  know,  under normal  c i rcumstances,  a  

person in  my posi t ion wi l l  never  know those th ings in  a very 20 

short  space of  t ime.   However,  my off ices,  as you were 

saying,  SC,  Commissioners,  my own off ices that  I  have 

author i ty  over,  I  know where they are,  I  can take you.   But  

pol i ce stat ions,  no.  

 I t  is  the Provincia l  Commissioner who is  in  charge 
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o f  the pol ice stat ion,  not  me.   I  have l i s ted my off i ces that  I  

v is i ted,  that  I  have author i t y  over  just  a  minute ago.   Thank 

you,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  s t ruggle wi th  the answer,  and I  just  

want  to  make one comment .   I  am not  suggest ing  you own 

the pol ice stat ions.   Your own prescr ip ts provide that  once 

there are se izures,  they must  be booked in to SAP13s,  and 

those are founded pol ice stat ions.    I  would have thought  

that  i s  a mat ter  that  would in teres t  you,  to  know,  based on 

S2 and the volume of  Hero in  and Cocaine you seize,  that  10 

you would at  least  acquaint  yoursel f  wi th  whether  or  not  

there are suff ic ient  fac i l i t ies.   But  f rom what  you say,  you 

know noth ing about  pol ice stat ions and such storage 

fac i l i t ies.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  a l low me to go back 

a l i t t le  b i t  and te l l  you something.   On th is  document ,  I  do 

not  know what  is  indexed to addi t ional  annexures received 

that  were provided by me.   You go to page 62,  i f  i t  can be 

f lagged.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  we are t ry ing to .   6-2,  you said.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    60,  ja ,  f rom page 60.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  i t  is  in  there wi th a statement  to  

the supplementary statement ,  the ar t ic le .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   Now,  when you look at  that  

ar t i c le  on page 60,  there are p ictu res of  ind iv iduals .   Some 
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are senior  members of  the pol ice.   When you go to  page –  

on that  page 62,  I  see there is  General  S i tho le,  the  former  

Nat ional  Commissioner.   I  see there is  General  Mkhwanazi .   

I  see the former Min ister  General  Cele.   I  see the former  

Nat ional  Head General  Lebeya.    

 I f  you go to page 62,  f lag page 62.   Thank you.   

You see that  tha t  space there,  Commissioners ?  I  ta lked 

about  th is  in  January.   When you look at  that  space there,  

ins ide there where  these photos were taken,  there is  

General  Cele,  the fo rmer Min is ter.   There is  General  10 

Mkhwanazi .   There is  General  Lebeya.   There is  General  

S i tho le,  the fo rmer Nat ional  Commissioner.    

 Do you see what  i s  happening there ,  

Commissioners?  Those are Mandrax.   Are they in  forensic 

bags?  And that  p lace is  the p lace where the drugs were  

sto len,  th is  541kg.   Hence,  I  agreed to the  suggest ion of  my 

Br igadier,  because here is  ev idence that  I  have presented 

before,  and I  am present ing i t  again,  that  i t  was not  the f i rs t  

t ime.    

 And the senior  members that  are there are fa r  much 20 

senior  than me.   So,  Commissioners,  i f  I  knew about  any 

other  p laces other  than the forensic and that  pol i ce  stat ion  

they were te l l ing me about ,  I  be l ieve I  would have said,  no,  

we cannot  go there ,  le t  us go to th is  pol i ce stat ion .   I f  you 

look at  that  p ic ture,  those th ings are not  exhib i t  bags.   The 
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senior  managers are hold ing them.   I t  is  unfor tunate some 

of  them are no more in  the serv ice .    

 But  now,  I  am now charged,  invest igated,  and 

suspended,  because these th ings were not ,  the handl ing of  

the cr ime scene and the thef t ,  the storage and the thef t .   

So,  Commissioner Khumalo ,  I  understand what  you said,  but  

these th ings are  h i t t ing somet imes when you look at  th is  

p ic ture,  and then you look at  what  I  am going th rough.  

 I  am t ry ing to respond to the SC ’s  quest ion that  I  

d id  not  know.   I  do not  have any other  bet ter  answer  than I  10 

was not  aware of  any,  but  my own off ices that  were  

resor t ing d i rect ly  under me,  I  knew where they were 

located.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  just  to  be c lear,  I  was not  

l imi t ing you as fa r  as the quest ions.   I  was saying the HR 

issues,  le t  us leave them there.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.   So,  le t  us leave the HR issues 

where they belong,  but  you can answer the quest ions 

re lat ing to what  you are being asked.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  do not  fee l  l ike I  was gagging 

you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   So,  I  

wanted to depict  these p ictures,  because i t  seems  –  and 
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when you go back to,  when you go to page,  I  th ink i t  is  page 

68.   Ja,  page 68.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A group of  people,  between 10 and 

15,  at tacked the  Forensic Science Laboratory  in  Pretor ia .   

They held the secur i ty  guards,  t ied them.  A b akkie ,  by  

chance,  passed there.   When the pol ice were t ry ing to  

establ ish what  is  happening,  one pol iceman,  off icer,  was 

shot  by th is  group.   Unfor tunate ly,  they could not  take ,  s tea l  

the drugs there,  because accord ing to the ar t i c les,  they 10 

went  there to stea l  the drugs.    

 And I  want  to  a lso go to page,  where is  that  other  

th ing?  Pol ice stat ions,  in  page 75.   They were at tacked 

whi le  there are 24 -hour pol i ce off ic ia ls  in  the pol ice  stat ion.   

And maybe to save t ime,  I  want  to  go to another  report  

here.   Where is  that  report?  I t  is  last  year,  October.   I  am 

looking fo r  that  report ,  Commissioners.  

 My off ice at  Richards Bay went  and seized 14 bags,  

b ig bags of  Dagga.   They were booked in  the SAP13,  there 

in  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  po l i ce stat ion.   Af ter  a week,  when they 20 

went  there to take samples to send to fo rensic,  n ine of  the 

bags were missing.   A docket  was opened.    

 A l l  I  am t ry ing to,  why I  am put t ing th is  p ic ture  

before the Commission is  that  the decis ions,  administ rat ive 

decis ions I  took upon recommendat ions,  they were bona 
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f ide .   There was no mala f ide .   I  know I  wi l l  be asked,  you 

decided to take these th ings there because there was no 

secur i t y  guard guard ing the off ice and everyth ing.   But  

those secur i t ies,  they were not  s tat ic  at  Port  Shepstone.   

They were act ivated by an a larm.  

 I t  is  as much as we say my people must  come and  

do what?  The pat ro ls  at  the off i ces and make OB ent r ies 

between 18:00 and 12:00 midnight ,  between 2 o 'c lock and 4  

o 'c lock dur ing the day.   I  am t ry ing to save the  

Commissioner 's  t ime because I  am t ry ing to wrap up these 10 

quest ions that  have been l is ted in  the 10(6) ,  but  I  am wi l l ing 

to respond to any c lar i t y -seeking quest ions,  Commissioners.   

Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  i t  is  okay wi th you,  General ,  I  would 

prefer  that  you do not  wrap up and we deal  w i th  each 

quest ion and answer.   So i f  we could,  you took us to your  

page 60,  which is  that  a r t ic le .   And I  looked at  i t ,  and i f  you 

go back to that  p ic tu re,  i t  says,  below the p ictu re is  wr i t ten,  

Pol ice Min ister  Bheki  Cele  at  the underground lab in  

Harding.  20 

 And i f  you go to  page 60,  th is  i s  about  what  i s  

ca l led a massive Mandrax manufactur ing lab that  was 

found.   I  am not  sure I  understand what  re levance does th is  

have,  th is  par t icu lar  ar t i c le  have to whether  or  not  you were 

aware of  fac i l i t ies avai lab le to  your members once they 
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have seized these drugs and Heroin  around Durban.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am t ry ing to say I  was advised and 

suggested by a Br igadier  wi th  more than 30 years.   And 

then you see th is  one is  the drug bust  of  the Mandrax.   I f  

you go to 62,  tha t  62,  ins ide there  is  the safe where these 

drugs were sto len .   There is  541kg.   I  am t ry ing to show that  

i t  was not  the f i rs t  t ime.   I t  conf i rms the recommendat ions 

of  Br igadier  Nyuswa to me that  i t  was not  the f i rs t  t ime.    

ADV SELLO SC :    So then that  the l ine below the p icture 

has got  to  be wrong,  because i t  says Min ister  Cele  at  the 10 

underground lab in  Harding.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which one?  Which p ictu re?  This one  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    That  very p ic tu re you have.   I t  suggests 

th is  i s  Min ister  Cele  at  the underground lab  in  Harding.   

Hence I  say I  have a chal lenge in  understanding what  

re levance th is  has to Port  Shepstone off ices.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    These drugs and th is  room is the  

storage fac i l i ty,  that  s t rong room.  I  am t ry ing to show that  i t  

was not  the f i rs t  t ime.   The very  same drugs were stored 20 

there to the value  of  R250 000 000.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Then I  wi l l  take i t  that  a r t ic le  is  

mis leading because i t  suggests th is  is  the lab i t se l f ,  the 

underground lab in  Harding.   The ar t ic le  is  wrong.   I t  cannot  

be both.   Now you go fur ther  and you reference other  
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ar t i c les about  po l ice stat ions being held at  gunpoint  and 

robbed.   Do you do so wi th a v iew to just i fy  the  dec is ion to 

store these at  Port  Shepstone,  or  i s  that  for  another  

purpose?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am just  showing that  even i f  I  to ld  

my members to  pat ro l  and do that ,  whi le  they were 

pat ro l l ing and doing the OB ent r ies ,  i f  somebody knew they 

want  to  come and steal ,  they can a lso at tack our  people or 

the secur i ty  company i f  i t  was there.   A l though we know,  

accord ing to cer ta in documents  here that  that  secur i t y  d id 10 

not  come,  but  the  a larm was st i l l  work ing.    

ADV SELLO SC :    That  is  not  the evidence of  Colonel  

Pr ins loo,  i f  i t  is  Colonel .   The evidence of  Colonel  Pr ins loo  

and Br igadier  Nyuswa,  to  whom requests were being made,  

has establ ished that  the a larm system was not  opera t ional .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  p i ty,  Commissioners ,  the SC 

was not  here when Commissioner Baloyi  out l ined i t  in 

January,  that  Colonel  Pr ins loo said I  a rmed the a la rm.   I f  a  

person says I  armed …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink,  I  may not  be sure of  the t iming as  20 

to what  happened when,  but  what  I  remember d is t inct ly  i s 

that  the a larm was not  connected to any armed response.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So even i f  i t  were to just  make noise,  

noise,  noise,  then who would care about  i t?    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink the second par t  to  i t ,  General ,  

was that  because of  load shedding,  the a la rm,  I  do not  know 

the r ight  word,  bu t  i t  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  could not  work.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  because of  load shedding  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  agree that  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So for  that  reason,  there was no a la rm 

system on the day.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree wi th the Commissioner,  but  

the fact  is  the a larm was armed,  a l though i t  was not  l inked 

to the secur i ty  company.   I t  was armed.   I  am t ry ing  to look 

in  h is  statement  where he said so ,  because we del iberated 

at  length about  th is  in  January.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You seem to be emphasis ing that  i f  i t  was 

not  l inked to an  armed response system,  was i t  o f  much 

use,  General?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  because as a Uni t  Commander,  

when you have a secur i t y  company that  is  having that  a la rm 20 

that  must  act ivate them, the Uni t  Commander 's  phone must  

a lso be l inked so that  once something happens,  whi le  those 

people are t ry ing to ca l l  h im,  he must  a lso get  a not i f icat ion  

because i t  happened wi th me whi le  I  was st i l l  a  Uni t  

Commander  …[intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    That  goes exact ly  to  the point  o f  i t  be ing 

l inked.   So what  you are saying happens i f  i t  is  l inked.   The 

point  here is  that  i t  was not  l inked and that  severa l  

a t tempts,  that  the l ink ing requi red a procurement  process 

and that  came to naught .   A t tempts to  have that  rev ived 

came to naught ,  so i t  was not  l inked.   So what  you are 

saying would not  have happened.   Do you fo l low me?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  you may have the cont rapt ion in  

your  house that  works as an a larm,  that  gets t r iggered,  that  10 

makes the noise,  but  that  a la rm system may not  be l inked to 

an armed response serv ice.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So i t  wi l l  just  make noise at  your  house 

and the c losest  houses to yours,  but  nobody wi l l  respond 

because there is  no arrangement  wi th an armed response 

serv ice.   So i t  just  makes noise and i t  ends there and the  

neighbours usual ly  do not  care about  an a la rm system going 

off  a t  some premises.   So do you fo l low me now?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  fo l low you,  Commissioner.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  i t  was not  l inked to an  armed 

response system.   Yes,  yes.   So basica l l y,  i t  was as good as 

not  there.   I t  wou ld be of  use i f  someone,  one of  the whole  

DPCI members happened to be passing there,  oh,  our  a la rm 

has gone off .   That  does not  change the point  tha t  i t  was 
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not  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    From that  off ice,  Commissioner,  there 

is  a garage,  i t  is  not  fa r.   There is  an Engen garage.   I t  is 

not  fa r  f rom that  off ice.   And here,  I  am going to read in  A25 

of  the one of  Colonel  Pr ins loo ,  I  am going to read in  

paragraph 8,  one,  two,  th ree.   He said the members,  f rom 

the bot tom,  one,  two,  three,  he said :  

“The members  then le f t  and Warrant  

Off icer  Van den Berg  secured the back 

secur i t y  door by  the k i tchen wi th  chain  10 

and padlock and he made an OB ent ry.   

We then act ivated the a larm and locked 

the off i ce. ”  

That  is  what  I  am refer r ing to,  Commissioner s 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct  –  cross ta lk ing]… assisted 

Commissioner Baloyi  in  January.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  s t i l l  goes back to the point  I  made .   

I t  does not  change the point  that  they may have se t  i t  just  20 

to make noise.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  i t  is  not  l inked to an armed response 

system.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have taken note,  Commissioner.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  qu ick ly,  th is  is  what  

Colonel  Pr ins loo  said .   He said the cont ract  wi th  the armed 

response company expi red in  March 2020.   He says that  in  

paragraph 28 of  h is  statement .   And in  paragraph 27,  he  

says i f  there was e lect r i c i t y  o r  load shedding issues,  i t  wi l l  

not  work.   And he says,  basica l l y :  

“Further,  even i f  i t  got  t r iggered and 

made noise,  no one would know as the  

off ice would be c losed and nearby 10 

business would  a lso be c losed.  

Basica l ly,  the a la rm would just  r ing unt i l  

somebody comes in  the fo l lowing 

workday.   I f  i t  went  off  on Saturday,  for  

example,  and assuming there was no 

in ter rupt ion of  e lect r ic i t y  supply,  i t  would 

be deact ivated or  d isarmed by the f i rs t  

person at  the off i ce on Monday. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Or i t  would have gone off  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am test i f y ing f rom the bench now.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am in agreement  100%.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    However,  I  want  to  ra ise th is  point .   

In  that  paragraph 7,  where in  Ju ly,  i t  is  before the thef t ,  
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where he said he requested the Dist r i c t  Commissioner to  

in form his members to pat ro l .   So,  you know,  people  

somet imes they want  to  come and shi f t  cer ta in th ings to  

other  people,  but  i t  is  important  somet imes to take 

responsib i l i t y  of  i ssues.  

 But  here,  i f  i t  goes over  the weekend,  and he d id  

that  request ,  indeed,  the pat ro ls  wi l l  p ick i t  up.   They are on 

the inst ruct ion I  gave them to v is i t  the off ice.   They wi l l  p ick  

i t  up.   Hence,  I  ra ised in  my opening aff idavi t  today,  

Commissioners ,  that  he went  there  on Sunday.   He fa i led to 10 

go down and doublecheck i f  everyth ing is  s t i l l  f ine.   Hence,  

I  d id  that .  

 And I  want  to  emphasise again that  Monday,  he is  

the f i rs t  person in  the off i ce.   He saw something that  is  not  

normal .   The l igh ts are on.   St i l l ,  he does not  go down and 

check those type of  th ings.   So,  i t  is  d i f f i cu l t  to  understand 

cer ta in nar rat ives  that  he has done on h is statement .   But  I  

want  to  pause the re,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   General ,  

then in  response to quest ion 2.2,  you deal  wi th  the  SAP13 20 

register,  Is ip ingo,  but  I  am more in terested in  the Port  

Shepstone SAP13.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Quest ion?   

ADV SELLO SC :    When deal ing w i th quest ion 2.2 at  page 

13.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  say in  response to that  quest ion,  

you deal  wi th  SAP13 ,  but  your  response to the Commission  

in  29 January ‘26 conf ined i tse l f  to  the  Is ip ingo SAP13.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   So,  I  am saying that  I  want  to  go 

beyond that ,  and that  i s  captured in  quest ion 2.3,  because i t  

speaks to the storage at  Port  Shepstone.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Do you want  me to respond to  

quest ion 2.3?   10 

ADV SELLO SC :    I  say i t  leads us to quest ion 2.3,  because 

I  want  to  conf ine my quest ion  to the Port  Shepstone 

storage.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  understand the quest ion.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   2 .3 speaks about  the storage of  

the exhib i ts  at  Port  Shepstone between June and November  

2022.   You see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    2 .3 .   Cor rect .    

ADV SELLO SC :    2 .3.   And I  was saying 2.2 ,  in  2.2 you 

conf ine the answer only to  the Is ip ingo SAP13.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The quest ion says :  

“Whether  or  not  there were any other  

su i tab le fac i l i t ies avai lab le for  s torage of  

the seized drugs ,  and the reason why 

they were d iscounted or  not  considered. ”  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   Remember,  I  am saying at  page 

129 of  –  the issue was addressed dur ing my test imony 

before the Commission at  page 129,  I  th ink of  213 of  the 

t ranscr ip ts dated 29 January 2026,  and i t  was recorded as 

fo l lows:  

“Commissioners,  as I  have test i f ied that  

there were drugs seized there ,  i t  is  a  

pol i ce stat ion ca l led Is ip ingo,  and that  

the members went  to  Is ip ingo to book the 10 

exhib i ts  at  SAPS Is ip ingo.   And I  was 

in formed by members that  Is ip ingo said 

they do not  have storage fac i l i ty,  but  

se izure can be wr i t ten in to the SAP13. ”  

I  was responding to a quest ion that  was asked in  January.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed,  I  agree wi th you,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  so …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And the point  I  am making is  in  response 

in  January,  you conf ined yoursel f  to  SAPS Is ip ingo.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  because the quest ion was asked 20 

about  Is ip ingo.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  accept .   Except  the quest ion now in the  

Regulat ion 10(6)  stated,  were there other  su i tab le fac i l i t ies?   

That  quest ion you do not  answer.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  responded,  Commissioner.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    No,  no,  not  in  wr i t ing.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  responded here,  now,  two minutes 

ago.    

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease show me where you have wr i t ten  

i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  wr i t ten i t ,  but  I  responded,  

Commissioner  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Hence,  I  am saying to you,  le t  us leave 

2.2 because you have conf ined yoursel f  to  Is ip ingo,  and we 

are now in Port  Shepstone,  which is  deal t  wi th  in  2.3  10 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  before  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  am inv i t ing …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Before the  SC asked me th is  

quest ion,  I  have responded before  th is  quest ion was posed 

to me,  whi le  we were deal ing wi th the f i rs t  quest ion.   I  have 

responded,  and then I  was caut ioned that  do not  

summarise.   Wai t  for  me to ask you quest ions one by one.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  I  d id .    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   So I  d id  respond.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And in  asking you quest ions one by one, 

I  am now at  2 .3 because I  want  to  ta lk  about  Port  

Shepstone.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    
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ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Now,  for  that  purpose,  I  would l i ke  

to  inv i te  you to page 30.   There is  a par t icu lar  p rotocol  I  am 

interested in .   That  is  a Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  8 of  2017.   I t  is 

CJC230,  star t ing  at  page 18.   And I  ask th is  quest ion 

mindfu l  o f  the fac t  that  you say you accept  a l l  concessions 

and admissions made in  regards to the handl ing o f  these 

drugs by those who came before you and were  d i rect ly  

involved in  th is  handl ing,  in  the seizure of  the drugs.   My 

f i rs t  quest ion is ,  you conf i rm you were present  when these 

drugs were handed over at  Port  Shepstone?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  and …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  went  there .   I  went  there  at  Port  

Shepstone when the drugs were stored there.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And you went  precise ly because you and 

Br igadier  Nyuswa drove f i rs t ly  to  Is ip ingo and then to Port  

Shepstone fo l lowing th is  se izure.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We never reached Is ip ingo.    

ADV SELLO SC :    You were headed there,  but  you never  

reached Is ip ingo.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We headed there.   We never reached 

there because he was ta lk ing on the phone,  and then we 

d iver ted to Port  Shepstone.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  and what  was your purpose fo r  

going to Port  Shepstone on the day?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The purpose for  me to go  to Port  

Shepstone was to  a lso sat is fy  myse l f  about  the st rong room.  

The st rong room.   Because when I  d id the v is i t ,  I  spoke to 

the members,  and then I  never inspected the fac i l i t ies.   I  

was addressing the members,  in t roducing mysel f ,  and then I  

le f t .   When we went  there,  i t  was the f i rs t  t ime I  saw those 

safes there.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Now we understand why i t  is  you 

went  there.   Why in  your  statement  in  November,  you said  

you were in  Port  Shepstone for  a meet  and greet?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was in  Port  Shepstone for  the meet  

and greet  in  December 2020.   The second t ime I  was there,  

i t  was when we took these th ings there.  

ADV SELLO SC :    But  that  is  not  what  your  statement  in  

th is  inqui ry,  i f  I  may f in ish,  and invest igat ion states.   Your  

statement  appears at  page 793,  and in  par t i cu la r,  I  am 

interested in  paragraph 8.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Paragraph 8 of  my statement ?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Of  the statement  that  the gent leman is  

locat ing for  you.   I f  we scro l l  to  the end of  that  s tatement ,  20 

you wi l l  get  the date.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This one?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Correct .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This one that  is  . . . [ ind ist inct ] ,  

Commissioners?   
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ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  we scro l l  fur ther  down,  you wi l l  see the 

date.   They are h ighl ighted as the 2 n d  o f  December 2021.   

So that  i s  when you deposed to that  s tatement .   Now let  us  

go back to paragraph 8.   This statement  is  deal ing w i th the 

seizure and storage.   I  am just  cur ious to note at  paragraph 

8,  you say you were there,  and dur ing your meet  and greet  

v is i t  a t  Por t  Shepstone,  you inst ruc ted them to  v is i t  between 

18:00 and 00:00.    10 

 And in  your  test imony,  and as we know,  those are  

the inst ruct ions you gave on the  22 n d ,  the day they were 

being stored.   So I  am just  cur ious why you cal led i t  a  meet  

and greet  v is i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was the second t ime.   Yes,  

Commissioners.   I f  you are f ine,  can I  respond?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  p lease …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.   Dur ing the 

meet  and greet ,  there are cer ta in th ings that  you wi l l  te l l  the 

members to do.   I t  is  not  that  you come and say,  I  am 20 

General  Senona,  you leave i t  there.   Because what  I  have 

real ised,  why have I  g iven th is  one inst ruct ion dur ing the 

meet  and greet?   

 We are not  a l lowed to take vehic les and do the  

work and park them or  use them for  t ransport  purposes.   
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And then,  th is  i s  a good pract ice  that  I  was doing whi le  I  

was work ing in  Pretor ia .   So whi le  I  was doing the meet  and 

greet ,  I  in formed them, not  only Port  Shepstone,  but  a l l  the 

off ices dur ing my meet  and greet  wi th  them, that  i t  is  

important  that  we must  safeguard our  own dockets and 

propert ies as  the  members.   When we booked vehic les  out ,  

an OB ent ry must  be  effected.   That  must  depict  the safety 

of  the off ices.    

 I t  was th is  paragraph 8.   I t  was not  ta lk ing to the  

seizure,  I  mean the thef t  i tse l f .   I t  was ta lk ing to my meet  10 

and greet .   I  d id  g ive th is  inst ruct ion.   In  June,  i t  was the  

second t ime for  that  off ice,  fo r  me,  to  g ive them the very  

same inst ruct ion.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn.   We wi l l  ind icate when we 

wi l l  come back.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Sel lo .  

ADV SELLO SC :    General ,  before the break,  we had turned 

our  at tent ion to quest ion 2.3.   You remember I  sa id  we are  

now going to deal  wi th  the issue of  s torage at  Port  

Shepstone.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  quest ion 2.3 enqui red about  

speci f ic  secur i ty  ar rangements.   You answered i t  together  

wi th 2.4,  which requi red you to address how you manage 

the safety of  the drugs.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV SELLO SC :    And at  pages 13 and 14 of  LS1.   And i f  I  

understand,  in  response thereto,  you stated paragraph 2 

that  you manage the safety of  the drugs by tak ing the keys 

and p lac ing them in your safe at  the off ice and request ing  10 

and inst ruct ing the Uni t  Commander  to  ensure members 

v is i t  the off i ces at  in tervals,  as stated there.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners .    

ADV SELLO SC :    That  is  a l l  you d id.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners .    

ADV SELLO SC :    As a mat ter  of  in terest ,  d id  you not  

consider  i t  necessary to  deploy fur ther  o r  to  at  least  inst ruct  

that  they deploy fur ther  manpower  or  pat ro l  un i ts  to  guard  

the off ices because now the safe conta ins th is  huge 

seizure?  You d id not  th ink i t  necessary at  the t ime ?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The d i rect ive I  gave fo r  the v is i t ,  a t  

that  s tage for  me i t  was suff ic ient  enough unless i f  Colone l  

Pr ins loo ind icated that  he needed addi t ional ,  I  would have 

done that .   But  he never,  there was no stage where he 

requested addi t ional  manpower.    
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ADV SELLO SC :    So you re l ied  on Colonel  Pr ins loo to  

ind icate whether  or  not  there was suff i c ient  secur i ty.   And I  

ask th is  because you were present  when they were stored.   

So I  hear the point  you make about  Colonel  Pr ins loo,  I  am 

asking about  you.   Based on your exper ience,  you 

considered i t  enough and suff ic ient?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was enough and suff i c ien t .   And ,  

Commissioners,  I  want  to  say,  you see,  that  safe,  and th is  is  

very much crucia l ,  and the nar rat ive that  someone went 

there,  opened wi th a key,  and thereaf te r  gr ind the safe,  i t  is  10 

very much insane.  

 Maybe fo r  lack o f  a  bet te r  word,  p lease bear wi th  

me,  somebody wi thout  descr ip t ion wi l l  do that  i f  i t  is  easy 

for  you to open wi th a door,  wi th  a key.   Number one,  why 

do you go and take such a h igh r i sk of  cut t ing two holes on 

a steel  that  is  20  mi l l i l i t res th ick?  You r isk being arrested 

or  being at tacked by the pol ice who might  v is i t  there.  

 And a lso dur ing the n ight ,  the sound of  a gr inder,  i t  

makes a lo t  o f  no ise.   I t  wi l l  make a lo t  o f  no ise because i t  

is  quiet  dur ing the n ight .   I  th ink that  narrat ive,  one is  20 

tak ing ser ious offence about  i t  because the keys were in  my 

possession,  but  there was a narra t ive that  was said before  

the Commission that  a key might  have been ut i l ised and 

then th is  th ing was staged.  

 There is  no stag ing,  Commissioners.   Why am I  
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saying th is?  In  response to th is  quest ion,  I  want  to  refer  

the Commissioners to  the i r  photos here  of  my bundle of  

documents,  I  cannot  recal l .   I  wi l l  show you,  I  want  us to  go  

to the p ictures of  the safe i tse l f .    

ADV SELLO SC :    General ,  before we do so,  may I  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink I  have got  the r ight  to  expla in 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  you do have the r ight .   I t  is  a  

quest ion of  a t  what  point  you exerc ise that  r ight .   We had 10 

agreed that  we are now going to the storage of  the drugs in  

Port  Shepstone.   The issues you are referencing  ar ise  af te r  

the storage.   So I  am suggest ing you park that  issue.   You 

wi l l  have every r ight  to  refer  to  your  p ic tu res,  but  at  the 

appropr ia te t ime.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  seeing that  you have made the point  

about  the  noise,  le t  me ra ise an issue I  want  to  ra ise  around 

that  now.   You are ta lk ing about  noise and the fact  that  i t  20 

would be noisy to  use the gr inder.   But  that  appl ies to  

whether  the door  was open or  not  open.   So I  do not  qui te  

fo l low the point  you are making about  the noise.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The noise?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Noise made by the gr inder or  the  
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use of  the gr inder.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  qui te  get  the point .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Somebody was repai r ing a gate at  my 

house …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am t ry ing to  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no.   I  am not  query ing the 

fact  that  a gr inder  or  the use of  a  gr inder would make noise.   

But  what  you say in  saying that  the idea about  th is  having 10 

been staged and the door having  been open and only cut  

af terwards,  and you say but  the  gr inder  would  make a lo t  o f  

no ise,  sor t  o f  suggest ing that  i t  would make a lo t  o f  no ise i f  

the gr inder was used when the door was a l ready opened.   

So what  I  am saying is  to  my mind i t  makes no d i f ference 

whether  the door  was open or  c losed or  locked when the 

gr inder  was used.   So I  am saying I  do  not  qui te  fo l low your 

point  about  the noise.   Do you get  me now?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  get  you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   So what  i s  the point?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The point  I  am t ry ing to dr ive to i s  

that  there are severa l  aspects  inc luding the noise  in  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us just  focus on the noise ,  yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  when you use a gr inder,  i t  
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wi l l  make a noise.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  I  get .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And that  no ise,  i f  a  person is  us ing a  

key to open,  i t  is  an easy th ing.   You go in ,  you take,  you 

leave.   Why you cut?  And then why are you cut t ing the safe  

twice?  When we come to that  quest ion,  I  wi l l  show the 

Commissioners  the safe was cut  tw ice  and the safe was cut  

f rom outs ide.   That  nar rat ive is  very much offensive to  

suggest  that  because the keys were in  my possession,  then 

a key was used and then thereaf ter  the  cut t ing.   Hence,  I  10 

am t ry ing to put  th is  on record before the Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So your point  is  that  i f  you had the keys,  

could use them to open,  why not  just  open and take the 

suspected Cocaine wi thout  cut t ing?  You just  take the  

suspected Cocaine,  you leave  …[in tervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi thout  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    100% Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So I  fo l low the point  about  –  yes.   And 

about  you,  supposedly,  based on what  you have just  sa id,  20 

supposedly being the only suspect  i f  there was,  and 

under l ine i f ,  i f  there was any staging at  a l l .   That  is  not  

necessar i ly  so.   I t  is  not  necessar i ly  that  you would  be the  

suspect  because the key was g iven to other  people .   I t  was 

not  …[intervenes] .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi th you only,  i f  you see what  I  mean.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree w i th you,  Commissioner,  

because someone came and s igned for  the key.   But  

another  th ing that  is  s ign i f icant ,  I  saw a c l ip ,  ev idence was 

provided here where people who sto le the drugs are known.   

I  am just  concerned.   Why?  Those people should have been 

ar rested?  Why are we a lways now ta lk ing about  th is  thef t  

th ing whereas somebody came here  and say they are 

known?  I  wi l l  be happy i f  they are being ar rested.   I  wi l l  be 10 

happy.   I  wi l l  be able to  s leep very t ight ly  and say at  least  I  

am c leared.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Then I  want  us  to  ta lk  

about  the storage at  Po r t  Shepstone,  and that  wi l l  take care  

of  quest ion 2.3 and 2.7.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    2 .7?   

ADV SELLO SC :    2 .7,  both quest ions.   I t  wi l l  take  care –  

my next  l ine of  quest ions wi l l  take care of  those.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Two? 

ADV SELLO SC :    Those two quest ions.   Okay? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV SELLO SC :    You were present  when they were being 

stored at  the Por t  Shepstone off ices.   I  would l i ke to  refer  
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you to the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion at  page 30.   Let  us use page 

83,  CJC230.   CJC230 ,  s tar t ing at  page 18.   That  would be 

the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion.   And in  par t icu la r,  I  would l i ke to  go 

to page 30.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    3-0?   

ADV SELLO SC :    3-0.   And I  am interested in  paragraph 

12.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Paragraph?   

ADV SELLO SC :    12,  1 -2.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    I  take i t  that  you are fami l iar  wi th  what  is  

set  out  in  paragraph 12.   And 12.1 provides that :  

“Specia l i sed uni ts  resor t ing under the 

Di rectorate o f  Pr ior i t y  Cr ime 

Invest igat ions,  DPCI,  and the D iv is ion 

Forensic Serv ices may,  wi th  the consent  

of  the Div is ional  Commissioner or  Head,  

DPCI ,  keep separate SAP13 property 

registers to  record exhib i t s . ”  

You are aware o f  that  provis ion.   You are aware of  that  20 

provis ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As  I  ind icated ear l ie r  that  some of  the  

th ings I  am aware ,  some I  am not .   But  th is  one,  in  terms of  

the permission and what  I  was not  aware .   I  am seeing i t  

and then I  am taking note of  i t ,  Commissioners.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    I  th ink you test i f ied to i t  dur ing your  

January appearance.   I  can take you there i f  you want  me 

to,  where you appeared to at  least  show an appreciat ion fo r  

that  p rovis ion.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  th ink i t  was a 

quest ion.   There was a Colonel  who wrote a statement  and 

quoted th is  Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  in  January.   I  was 

quest ioned about  i t .   I  responded.   I t  is  just  that  I  cannot  

recol lect  100% how I  responded to that  quest ion ,  but  I  am 

seeing i t  now.   I  am taking note of  i t .  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    On the second day of  your  test imony,  at  

page 118,  fo l lowing engagement  w i th Commissioner  Baloyi ,  

you state f rom l ine 12 :  

“For record purposes,  I  a lso want  to  say 

that  the issue o f  s torage there ,  br ing 

under your at ten t ion that  in  re lat ion to  

the storage there,  I  th ink there  is  a 

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion that  the DPCI,  wi th  

the approval  o f  the head,  can store  these 

th ings.   Can store the exhib i t s  at  a  20 

fac i l i t y  that  i s  South Af r ican SONS.”  

Though wr i t ten S -O-N-S.   I  th ink i t  is  S -O-N-O-S,  and then 

you say South Af r ican Nat ional  Standards.   Do you recal l  

that ,  saying that?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  never read that  one,  but  i f  i t  i s  there  
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on the t ranscr ip t ,  the way you read i t ,  I  th ink there is  a  

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion.   Then I  am f ine wi th i t  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  wi l l  be pro jec ted soon,  because i t  is 

important  for  me to know that  you have that  understanding.   

I f  you could just  g ive me two seconds ?  I t  wi l l  be f l ighted 

soon.   I t  is  your  test imony of  27 January  at  page 118.   Page 

118 and f rom l ine 12,  where i t  reads,  Major  General  

Senona.  

 I  th ink we have found our  p lace.   You see where i t  

ind icates l ine  10 against  the  name Advocate Baloy i  SC?  Do 10 

you see where I  am?  I f  you look to the le f t  o f  the page,  

there is  the number 10,  1 -0,  against  the name of  Advocate  

Baloy i  SC.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    What  I  was reading …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry,  Ms Sel lo .   Yes,  Mr Mpofu?   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Sorry,  Chai r.   Just  for  the record,  i t  is 

not  page 118,  i t  is  page 117.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  we have corrected that .   On the 

screen,  i t  appears as 118,  but  i t  is  paginated 117 on the 20 

actual  t ranscr ip t .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    The response that  would then star t  a t  

paragraph 12,  l ine 12,  rather,  is  what  I  read in to the record  

as what  you had s tated.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see.   I  sa id,  I  th ink .   Can I  be 

a l lowed to read th is?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  p lease.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id :  

“Now I  a lso want  to  say that  the issue of  

the storage there,  br ing  under  your 

at tent ion that  in  re lat ion to the storage  

there ,  I  th ink  there is  a Nat ional  

Inst ruct ion . ”  

That  is  what  I  was th ink ing,  there is  a Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  10 

that  says the DPCI wi th the approval  o f  the Head can store 

these th ings.   You know,  I  d id  not  say wi th cer ta inty,  but  I  

sa id I  th ink there is .   Now tha t  you are showing and 

referr ing i t  to  me,  then I  agree wi th  you,  th is  paragraph.   

ADV SELLO SC :    But  you cannot  just  have thought  i t  out  of  

the a i r.   That  th ink ing came f rom somewhere.   You cannot  

have just  decided that  you th ink  that  there is  such a  

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  only to  f ind that  in  t ru th there is .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  say …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    So i t  is  in format ion I  suggest  you 20 

previously had and you knew.   That  is  why you responded.   

I  in terpret  your  words to say,  I  th ink,  to  ind icate perhaps 

lack of  cer ta inty over  something or  other,  but  not  that  there  

is  a Nat ional  Ins t ruct ion  that  so provides.   You might  not  

recal l  i ts  words in  fu l l  deta i l ,  but  you know i t  ex is ts ,  the 
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requi rement  that  the DPCI Head approve the storage.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai rperson?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr Mpofu .    

ADV MPOFU SC :    No,  I  am sor ry,  honest ly.   I  do not  know 

now what  the w i tness is  supposed to do.   I s  i t  be ing 

suggested that  I  th ink is  the same th ing as I  know?  

Because that  is  what  th is ,  what  is  real l y  just  be ing said 

now.   I t  can be.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  I  may say,  no,  i t  i s  not  being  

suggested.   I  am te l l ing the  General  that  he knew.   The 10 

probabi l i ty  that  he wi l l  say that  I  th ink there is  a Nat ional  

Inst ruct ion  that  so provides and in  t ru th exists and re l ies 

s imply on guesswork is  s imply zero .   Yes,  that  i s  what  I  am 

suggest ing.   So,  i f  we then tu rn  to  the actual  Nat ional  

Inst ruct ion .   Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before  you go there,  General ,  do you 

remember that  you sent  a report  to  General  Mosik i l i  re la t ing  

to th is  thef t  o f  the  drugs?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And there was an invest iga t ion at  20 

nat ional  level  and there was a report  wi th  a  

recommendat ion that  cer ta in peop le be charged.   Are you 

aware of  that  report?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  saw that  report  through the 

Commission.   I  was not  aware.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  at  the t ime when you tes t i f ied in  

January,  were you aware of  that  report?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  recal l  i f  i t  was par t  and 

parcel  o f  the bundles,  but  I  saw that  report  that  was 

declassi f ied somewhere in  January.   I  saw i t  in  th is  

document .   I  …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because the reason I  am asking you 

th is  i s  that  in  that  report ,  the General  re fers to  the Nat ional  

Inst ruct ions.   So,  i f  you had seen that  report  before you 

test i f ied.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  100% sure,  Commissioner,  i f  

I  have seen i t  before I  test i f ied.   I  am not  sure when was i t  

provided to us,  but  wi th  th is  statement  of  Genera l  Flynn,  

that  report  is  there.   But  before,  I  do not  recal l  seeing that  

report .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You are not  sure?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  say wi th cer ta inty,  

Commissioner.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   And I  ra ise 

th is  mindfu l  o f ,  I  th ink,  what  you had brought  to  the 20 

Commissioners ’ a t tent ion,  that  you know of  many,  o r  maybe 

most ,  o f  the prescr ip ts,  but  you may not  know them chapter  

and verse.   You are not  able to  rec i te  them.  And I  accept  

that .   That  is  the caut ion you had put  forward .   Correct?   

CHAIRPERSON :    My sense was that  you know some,  not  
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necessar i ly  many or  most .    

ADV SELLO SC :    You know some?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Some.   Cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  th ink he d id reference Nat ional  

Inst ruct ions.   Would i t  be fa i r  to  assume that ,  consider ing 

the posi t ion you hold,  you at  least  would fami l ia r ise yoursel f  

wi th  a l l  Nat ional  Inst ruct ion s,  par t icu la r ly  one as o ld  as  

2017?  By 2021,  you would have had suff i c ient  t ime to 

fami l ia r ise yourse l f ,  or  is  that  an unfa i r  assumpt ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  an unfa i r  assumpt ion,  10 

Commissioner,  fo r  one reason.   I  can say Chapter  6,  sect ion  

17 of  the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice Act ,  sect ion  17 (22) .   

Then I  am asking  a lawyer,  what  does i t  say?  A lawyer wi l l  

not  be able to  te l l .   He must  go and read i t  so that  he can 

be able to  te l l .  

 Hence,  I  am saying,  as a human being,  you wi l l  not  

know everyth ing .   I  am just  making th is  example,  

Commissioners.   Wi th due respect ,  I  am just  making th is  

example that  I  wi l l  not  be able to  know everyth ing  and I  wi l l  

not  be able to  read everyth ing.    20 

 Because most  of  my job that  I  was doing,  

Commissioners,  i s  to  ensure that  we reach our  targets in  

terms of  per formance and go and account  to  the Nat ional  

Off ice  and prepare reports and everyth ing as i t  i s  requi red 

at  Nat ional  Off ice .   And my people that  are work ing wi th me 
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are assist ing me to prepare  these reports .   So 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    How do you hold those over  whom you 

exerc ise overs igh t ,  how do you hold them to account?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We have a system that  i s  ca l led 

PIMER, Performance Impact  Management  Evaluat ion  

Report .   And then every month,  every sect ion w i l l  do a 

presentat ion of  the i r  achievement  and then we check v is -à-

v is  the set  target .   And then i f  a  target  i s  not  reached,  I  wi l l  

advise the Br igadier  responsib le and say,  go back to your 10 

members.   S i t  down wi th them.  Come up wi th  what  I  was 

cal l ing a turnaround p lan ,  and depict  act ion steps that  we 

are going to take in  order  for  us to  achieve the  target .   So 

that  is  my overseeing of  the province to ensure that  we are  

del iver ing the serv ice to the people .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  guess par t  o f  the quest ion,  I  get  that ,  

and indeed i t  does address the quest ion  of  the exerc ise of  

overs ight ,  but  I  th ink perhaps par t ly  what  I  have in  mind is ,  

what  is  your  measure?  What  do  you look agains t  to  see 

whether  there is  compl iance?  Because you can only 20 

exerc ise overs ight  i f  you are able to  see that  there is  

compl iance.   So that  i s  what  I  have in  mind.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i t  is  expected at  the  

uni t  level  that  the team leaders,  as I  expla ined the  

st ructure,  the h ie rarchy,  the team leaders must  do 24 -hour 
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inspect ion.   They can implement  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  system.   They 

must  a lso inspect  cases to and f rom court .   They must  a lso  

do a month ly inspect ion.    

 And the Provincia l  Commander  must  do quarter ly  

inspect ions in  a l l  the uni ts .   And then i f  there are 

shortcomings,  they shal l  be reported to me so that  I  can 

moni to r  the compl iance of  those shortcomings that  have 

been ident i f ied.   I  do  not  do inspect ions mysel f .   That  i s  

how I  am oversee ing these th ings ,  and i t  is  a  pract ice in  the  

pol ice.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Seeing that  what  is  being ra ised here,  for  

example,  re lates  to the storage of  exhib i ts  in  Port  

Shepstone.   One could even ra ise an ear l ie r  issue about  

how they were in tercepted f rom a  conta iner  at  the  depot .   

So at  a l l  these stages,  there are  prescr ip ts.   I f  someone 

were to wr i te  a  report  to  you about  how those were 

observed or  not  observed,  i f  you basica l l y  say some of  

these prescr ip ts are not  necessar i ly  a l l  o r  most ,  how would  

you be able to  assess that ,  for  example?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  someone wr i tes a report  that  20 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   I f ,  for  example,  a need arose for  a  

report  to  be wr i t ten to you about  those issues  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The noncompl iance?   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  a  report  comes,  Commissioners,  

h ighl ight ing noncompl iance of  prescr ip ts,  the person that  is  

wr i t ing the report  wi l l  depict  the speci f i c  pol i cy document .   

And then what  I  wi l l  do,  I  am having a legal  serv ice  sect ion.   

I  wi l l  ca l l  them in  and say,  p lease go and read th is  th ing for  

me.   Give me an in terpretat ion.  

 And then i f  i t  requi res consequence management ,  

consequence management  wi l l  be  taken.   And then fu r ther  

to  that ,  when we p ick up th ings tha t  were not  done cor rect ly,  10 

what  we d id as  the management ,  we wi l l  ask the legal  

serv ices to go v is i t  the off ices and do presentat ions.    

 L ike,  fo r  example,  we were having a lo t  o f  c iv i l  

c la ims in  terms of  search and se izures .   And then I  sa id,  

prepare presentat ion.   Let  me have a look at  i t .   Make sure 

you go and sensi t ise the members when they apply for  

search and seizure  warrants that  are being chal lenged,  that  

g ive us a  problem.   Tel l  them what  is  i t  that  they must  look 

at .    

 And a lso consul t  wi th  the prosecutors i f  they are 20 

happy wi th the appl icat ion so that  when i t  is  chal lenged in  

cour t ,  we are able to  respond so that  the act ions must  be 

admissib le in  cour t  by our  own members.   I  have people that  

are doing those type of  th ings fo r  me when the reports  

ar r ive.   I  do not  do them mysel f ,  Commissioners .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Sel lo .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  fo l low up on th is?  General ,  

what  you are descr ib ing is  you p ick up a problem in  the f ix .   

You are speaking about  a f ix ,  r igh t?  That  you then put  in  

p lace measures.   But  the concern  and coming back to th is  

case,  the handl ing of  the,  f rom the moment  that  conta iner  

was opened,  the handl ing of  that  scene and the movement 

of  the drugs up to  the 23 r d ,  in  fact ,  o f  June.    

 So they were deposi ted  at  your  off ices,  Port  

Shepstone,  on the 22 n d .   And we know on the 23 r d ,  that  i t  is  10 

only on the 23 r d  that  they are booked in  the SAP13,  Port  

Shepstone,  and they are put  in  ev idence bags.   So at  least  

up to that  point ,  everyth ing was done wrong.   And that  is 

the evidence before us  and there has been an acceptance.   

Everyth ing was done wrong.    

 My quest ion is ,  i t  sounds f rom what  you are saying,  

and I  am not  saying i t  is  your  fau l t .   I t  is  just  t ry ing to 

understand the systemic issue and how does one f ix  i t .   

That  you are h i t ,  but  you have no s ight  whatsoever  of  th is  

botched up drug bust ,  the mess that  happened.   And your 20 

off icers,  because you are s i t t ing where you are s i t t ing,  you 

do not  have s ight  of  i t  and you are complete ly dependent  on 

maybe Br igadier  Nyuswa,  who is  your  number two,  to  g ive  

you a sani t i sed report .  

 He g ives you a sani t i sed report .   And your system 
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seems to,  they suggest  f rom your explanat ion that  you have 

absolute ly  no way of  knowing,  and therefore no way of  

hold ing anyone accountable fo r  the mess that  happened  

because you have no s ight ,  but  you are complete ly  

dependent  on what  others te l l  you.   Am I  cor rect  in  

character is ing that  that  i s  what  i t  means f rom your 

evidence?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  s ince I  am not  

operat ional ,  I  am dependent  on other  members to report  to  

me.   And then i t  is  expected to me i f  a  report  i s  p laced on 10 

my table wi th  a noncompl iance  of  prescr ip ts,  I  must  g ive a  

d i rect ion that  consequence management  must  be done.   And 

when you look at  the pol icy  of  th is  consequence 

management ,  i t  is  a  l ine management  funct ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you do not  have a system to 

conduct  random, or  to  get  others to  inst ruct ,  you inst ruct  as 

the head,  random audi ts  of  operat ions or  act iv i t ies and then 

in form yoursel f  in  that  way ?  And of  course i t  wi l l  be 

random, but  get  in  a way in formed about  what  in  fact  are 

your off icers doing on the ground ? 20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  have ind icated,  Commissioner,  

that  number one,  le t  me star t  by saying I  do not  have what  

is  ca l led an inspectorate at  the province.   What  happened is  

that  when we got  the AXA audi t ,  we have people that  are 

looking in to the AXA aspects that  are g iv ing me reports so  
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that  we can rect i fy.    

 But  as I  have ind icated ear l ie r  tha t  at  the uni t ,  the 

team leader conducts cer ta in inspect ions.   The Uni t  

Commander  must  do inspect ions.   Once in  three months,  

the Br igadier  wi l l  take a team.  For  example,  wi th  Organised 

Cr ime,  SOCI,  there are f ive off ices .   The Br igadier  wi l l  take 

a l l  the Uni t  Commanders that  are  Colonels ,  somet imes wi th 

L ieutenant  Colonels ,  and go and do an inspect ion in  a  

speci f ic  off ice.    

 I f  there are ser ious chal lenges there,  he wi l l  br ing  10 

them under my at tent ion to advise or  deal  wi th  i ssues i f  

there is  a recommendat ion of  a  consequence management  

or  any,  what  are we cal l ing i t ,  cont ravent ion of  the prescr ip t .   

But  i f  i t  is  not  b rought  under my at tent ion,  i t  is  a  problem 

because these are the people who must  assist  me.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Advocate Sel lo ,  can I  fo l low up on 

th is  i ssue?  I  may be get t ing ahead of  you.   P lease indulge 

me.   General ,  you have responded to Commissioner Baloyi  

in  genera l  terms.   I  do not  want  to  be over - technica l ,  so I  20 

want  to  be speci f ic  and deal  wi th  the day in  quest ion when 

the suspected Cocaine was stored at  Port  Shepstone.   

When i t  gets stored,  you were there,  you were present .   Am 

I  cor rect?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  was …[intervenes] .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    And you could see that  the suspected 

Cocaine was not  bagged in  exhib i t  bags in  accordance wi th 

the prescr ip ts.   I  do not  even need to read the ins t ruct ion 

note.   You said you are an exper ienced Detect ive.   You d id  

your detect ive  course many years ago,  and I  am assuming i t  

has not  changed.   Exhib i ts  must  be bagged.   Am I  correct?   

Is  that  a fa i r  s tatement?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The issue of  the bags came late r  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  I  am not  ta lk ing about  the 10 

issue of  the bags.   I  am ta lk ing about  you understand that  

exhib i ts  have to be put  in  exhib i t  bags.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   Cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi thout  even looking  at  the 

inst ruct ion,  that  par t  you know.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  understand.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So in  your  presence,  you saw that  the 

suspected drugs were just  being put  in  the safe.   They were  

counted,  these bags,  one at  a t ime and put  in  the safe.   And 

that  was not  in  accordance wi th prescr ip ts,  even as you 20 

know them.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The IO,  I  th ink there is  th is  th ing of ,  I  

want  to  say,  out  of  ord inar i ly  of  necessi ty.   By then,  I  was 

standing in  f ront  of  the bui ld ing when they were packing  

these exhib i t s .   And then I  became aware when the  
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invest igat ing off icer  came to  take,  to  s ign fo r  the keys ,  in  

that  then they recounted the exhib i ts  and bagged them and 

put  them in the SAP13.   And then,  a lso my Br igadier  was 

aware.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  why are you avoid ing the 

issue of  on the day in  quest ion?  I  am not  on the fo l lowing 

day when they come to Durban to fe tch the  keys.   I  am 

saying on the day in  quest ion before they g ive you the keys,  

you are there as they are stor ing these exhib i ts  in  the safe.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  was standing  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :     A t  that  t ime,  d id you not  no t ice that  

the prescr ip ts were not  being compl ied wi th?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  never crossed my mind that  they 

were never done.   I t  was af ter  the fact .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So at  the t ime,  you d id not  observe 

that  they were not  comply ing wi th the prescr ip ts.   Is  that  

your  answer?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    They were not  bagged,  yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You were not  aware.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then you say you became aware  

the fo l lowing day.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Now,  coming back to  Chai r 's  

quest ion.   This i s  something that  you now become aware of .   
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Did you take any act ion against  those off icers?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  personal ly  take any act ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did you ins t ruct  those below you to  

take appropr ia te steps?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink i t  is  a  mistake that  I  d id ,  but  

Br igadier  Nyuswa …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    P lease answer yes or  no f i rs t  and 

then expla in.   I  wi l l  g ive you the  opportuni ty  to  expla in.   

Because what  of ten happens,  wi tnesses do the exp lanat ion 

and then they say what  was the quest ion again  because we 10 

got  lost  in  the explanat ion ?  So to make i t  easy for  you,  you 

can answer the quest ion and then g ive your explanat ion.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  the Commissioner  wants  me to  

answer in  a yes or  no,  I  wi l l  say I  d id  not  take act ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence,  my deputy was aware.   I  

expected h im to take act ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And when he d id not  take act ion ?  

Because you were aware that  p rescr ip ts were not  fo l lowed 

and your deputy d id not  take act ion,  what  d id you do about 20 

that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My mistake was not  to  make a fo l low -

up i f  he d id take the act ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  my response ,  Commissioner.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  I  may be mistaken in  my 

recol lect ion of  ev idence,  inc luding yours.   I  thought  the  

evidence is  that  you d id ,  once you found these th ings or  you 

saw them being put  in  the safe,  but  you saw them in the  

safe.   So i t  is  no t  a case of  you d id not  see these exhib i ts  

on the day,  on the 22 n d .   You saw them.   You had physica l  

s ight  of  them before the safe was locked and you took the  

key.   That  is  my recol lect ion of  the evidence.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  that  is  what  I  have said,  

Commissioner,  I  wi l l  say yes,  because some of  the  th ings I  10 

cannot  recol lect  p roper ly.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  i f  I  am assisted  as the  

Commissioner i s  saying .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Then you would  have known on the 22 n d  

that  they were not  sealed in  ev idence bags.   You d id not  

f ind out  for  the f i rs t  t ime on the 23 r d .   You saw them on the  

22 n d .   You saw they were not  sealed.   The safe was locked.  

You took the key and you le f t .   That  is  a l l  on the 22 n d .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  can I  be offe red the  20 

opportuni ty  not  to  respond to that  quest ion?  Hence,  I  have 

ind icated in  the opening that  a l ready I  am being 

invest igated d isc ip l inary in  terms of  the d isc ip l inary 

processes and a lso the issue of  the noncompl iance  of  pol i cy  

does not  amount  to  cor rupt ion,  cr iminal i ty,  po l i t i ca l  
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in ter ference and those th ings.   So I  therefore  humbly  

request  that  I  must  then respond to that  quest ion.   I t  might  

come back and b i te  me wi th th is  d isc ip l inary invest igat ions.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Look,  I  th ink i f  that  is  where you 

want  to  leave i t ,  then you leave i t  to  the Commissioners to  

draw thei r  in ferences f rom your answer.   And I  am happy to  

leave i t  a t  that  i f  you are comfor tab le wi th that ,  but  I  want  to  

expla in that  the quest ion is  re levant  because we are t ry ing 

to make sense of  a l l  the anomal ies that  happen.   What  do  

they expla in?   10 

 Is  i t  incompetence?  As Mr Mpofu said in  the  

morning,  is  i t  incompetence th is  par t i cu lar  conduct?  Is  i t  a 

resul t  o f  incompetence or  i t  is  a  resul t  o f  a  ca lcu la ted p lan 

to achieve cer ta in outcomes?  That  i s  why th is  quest ion 

about  how the exhib i t s  were  t rea ted.   That  i s  why i t  has 

been canvassed wi th  a l l  the  wi tnesses ,  inc luding you ,  and 

that  i s  why I  am ra is ing i t  wi th  you.   I t  is  because we are 

t ry ing to determine that .   But  you are happy to answer the  

way,  to  leave i t  the way i t  is .   I t  is  your  r ight  to  do that .   

Thank you.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  an HR re lated th ing and I  have 

been served wi th  a not ice of  invest igat ion in  re lat ion to the  

storage and thef t ,  Commissioners.   I  am sorry.   I  am sor ry.   

I  am unable to  answer that  quest ion.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    We wi l l  record i t  as such.   Thank you.    
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ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Just  then to 

conclude on that  paragraph 12 ,  we can record as a fact  that  

you as the Head DPCI d id not  designate or  approve the Port  

Shepstone off ices to mainta in an SAP13 register.   You d id 

not  take the steps contemplated in  12 (1) .   You have never  

done that .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  understand the quest ion,  

Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    We are back at  our  in i t ia l  inst ruct ion at  

page 30.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And just  to  c lose that  up that  whether  you 

knew then that  you would have to approve premises fo r 

purposes DPCI  keeping separate SAP13 register  as 

contemplated in  12 (1) .   You never d id that .   You never gave 

such an approval  in  respect  of  the Port  Shepstone of f ices.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  you look at  my statement ,  I  sa id I  

th ink there is .   So the issue of  approval  when I  read th is  

th ing,  i t  says Head DPCI.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  am saying  that  –  so you are  saying  20 

i t  speaks to the head of  the DPCI which is  nat ional .   Is  that  

what  you are suggest ing?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  saying,  or  Head DPCI .   So what  

happened is  that  I  agreed based on the recommendat ion by  

the Br igadier  fo r  th is  exhib i t  to  be s tored there.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    But  you d id no t  have th is  conversat ion 

about  whether  or  not  Port  Shepstone had been 

appropr ia te ly  designated in  terms of  12(1)  w i th  the  

Br igadier,  d id  you?  So that  conversat ion d id no t  ar ise 

between you and Br igadier  Nyuswa?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  never ar ised  [s ic ] .    

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  say you personal ly  have never 

approved the off i ces for  that  purpose to have an SAP13 

property register.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A t  the off i ce?   10 

ADV SELLO SC :    A t  the off i ce.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  d id  not .    

ADV SELLO SC :    And you are not  aware i f  i t  is  the Head of  

the Nat ional  DPCI  had approved such off ices for  that  

purpose.   You are  not  aware of  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  aware.  

ADV SELLO SC :    So i f  we go back to your statement  at  

page 16,  quest ion 2.7,  a  quest ion  was posed there  at  page 

16:  

“Whether  there was a proper exhib i t  20 

register  kept  at  the DPCI Port  Shepstone 

off ices.   I f  there was not ,  you are 

requi red to prov ide deta i l s  of  why an 

exhib i t  reg ister  was not  kept . ”  

And your response is :  
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“ I  am unable to  provide a def in i t ive  

response to th is  issue.   This fa l l s  wi th in 

the purv iew of  the Uni t  Commander  who 

appoints an SAP13,  who wi l l  be in  charge 

of  the exhib i ts . ”  

Do you see where  I  am reading your response?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    That  response is  wrong in  the context  of  

paragraph 12 of  the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion .   I t  does not  fa l l  

wi th in the purv iew of  the Uni t  Commander.   Are you 10 

prepared to accept  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Where is  the correctness in  your  

answer here that  to  the quest ion whether  a proper  exhib i t  

reg ister  was kept  at  DPCI  Port  Shepstone off i ces,  where 

you say th is  i s  the responsib i l i t y  of  the Uni t  Commander?   

On what  basis do you say that?  To ensure that  fac i l i t ies 

such as the DPCI Port  Shepstone off ices mainta in  such a  

register?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As far  as I  can recol lect ,  20 

Commissioners,  when I  look at ,  I  th ink Colonel  Pr ins loo’s  

ev idence,  he said he appointed th is  one to have case and 

deal  wi th  the storage of  th ings in  the safe.   But  the issue of  

the SAP13,  why there is  th is  Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  that  ta lks  

to  th is ,  I  am not  sure i f  the Nat ional  Head has delegated 
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those powers to any other  persons to do so.   But  as far  as I  

know,  the Uni t  Commander  can appoint  a  SAP13 Clerk  

register.    

ADV SELLO SC :    A t  the off i ces?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  can appoint ,  as fa r  as I  know.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Are you able to  guide us to a prescr ip t  

that  would so in form us?  Because …[ intervenes] .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence I  am saying as fa r  as I  know.   I  

cannot  g ive you a prescr ip t ,  but  as fa r  as I  know,  a Uni t  

Commander  can appoint  SAP13 register.   Sor ry,  not  10 

register,  Clerk .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Clerk.   The Uni t  Commander  you 

reference,  is  th is  a Uni t  Commander  in  the DPCI or  what  

k ind of  uni t ?   DPCI?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    DPCI  off ices.   For  example,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr ins loo can do that  appointment .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Of  a  Clerk?  But  that  is  not  speaking to  

the requi rements of  paragraph 12,  designat ion that  off ice to  

mainta in an SAP13 register.   And yet  here your answer,  you 

say that  fa l l s  wi th in h is  purv iew.   And I  am saying that  20 

cannot  be correct .   I  accept  that  you may have not  known 

then,  but  now i t  has been shared wi th you and you must  

accept  that  is  factual ly  incor rect .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  have ind icated that  I  was not  

pr ivy to  a l l  the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion s,  I  sa id some.   So,  
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cer ta in th ings in  the  execut ion of  your  dut ies,  you wi l l  make 

mistakes.   And then I  be l ieve as human beings,  we can be 

per fect  a l l  o f  us.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  accept  that .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   Hence,  accord ing  to my 

understanding,  the Uni t  Commander can,  but  I  see th is  

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  in  the paragraph that  you are reading ,  

that  they do not  cor re late,  but  that  is  as far  as I  know.   I  do 

not  even have a prescr ip t  that  I  can refer  to ,  but  i t  was just  

knowledge.  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Then le t  us move to 12.2 .   I  am 

interested in  A,  sub A.   I t  s t ipu lates that :  

“A l l  p roperty and Exhib i t  Cs must  be 

entered in  the SAP13 property register  of  

the re levant  pol ice  stat ion where the 

cr ime was commit ted or  where the  

property was found and then t ransferred 

to the re levant  uni t  and entered in to the 

SAP13 of  the re levant  uni t . ”  

Do you see where  I  am reading?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You say quest ion 2.2?  

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  I  am back to reading page 30.   I  am 

back at  the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion.   My apologies.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Page 30.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    We have deal t  wi th  paragraph 12(1) .   I  

am now inv i t ing us –  wel l ,  i t  has got  two (1) ,  but  the f i rs t  

one –  I  am inv i t ing us to consider  12(2) ,  p roperty deal t  wi th  

by the DPCI.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  I  am saying that  you are at  least  

fami l ia r  wi th  that  requi rement  of  en t ry in to SAP13s where at  

the re levant  pol ice stat ion where the cr ime was commit ted,  

a l ternat ive ly t ransferred and then entered in to the SAPS of  10 

the re levant  uni t  where they are t ransfer red to.   You are  

fami l ia r  wi th  that  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  dur ing the  storage of  these drugs 

and in  your  presence,  there was no compl iance wi th that ,  

that  they be entered in to SAP13.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which SAP13,  Commissioner?   

ADV SELLO SC :    As contemplated in  12(2) (a)  where they 

have been t ransferred to.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    12(2)(a) .   Commissioner,  when the  20 

exhib i ts  were seized,  they were booked at  I s ip ingo.   They 

were booked at  Is ip ingo and booked out  immediate ly.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   So,  for  me,  that  is  compl iance at  

the re levant  pol i ce stat ion.    
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ADV SELLO SC :    But  then they were subsequent ly  

t ransfer red to …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Transfer red …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    To Port  Shepstone off ices.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   And then,  hence,  I  sa id I  am 

unable to  answer  that  quest ion Commissioner  Baloyi  was 

asking me,  being that  when Warrant  Off icer  Mpangase  came 

to s ign fo r  the keys,  the exhib i ts  were bagged and booked 

at  SAP13 at  Port  Shepstone.   I  th ink I  want  to  leave i t  there.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My quest ion real l y  was you are  aware  10 

of  the contents of  12(2) (a) .   You are aware.   They are  

standard regard ing handl ing of  exh ib i ts .   Whether  i t  ar ises 

f rom th is  inst ruc t ion or  another,  that  is  how i t  happens.   

They are t ransfer red f rom Is ip ingo to Port  Shepstone.   They 

exi t  the SAP13.   When they get  to  Port  Shepstone,  they 

have to be recorded in  the SAP13 register.   You are aware  

of  that  requi rement ,  a t  the very least .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A t  the very least ,  I  am aware.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have a l ready ind icated tha t .   I  do 20 

not  want  to  respond too much here,  as a resul t  o f  these 

invest igat ions tha t  I  am being bombarded wi th.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because they use th is  commission to  

br ing me d isc ip l inary cases.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   So wou ld i t  be fa i r  to  conclude 

that  that  par t i cu lar  prescr ip t  was f louted,  which now we 

know you are aware of ,  you have conf i rmed,  was f louted in  

your  presence.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    You were there  when –  say that  again,  

sorry.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am unable to  answer that .  

ADV SELLO SC :    You are unable to  answer?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Which par t  o f  the quest ion is  creat ing 

d i f f icu l ty?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The one you asked me,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink,  Ms Sel lo ,  i t  is  p roper ly  

const rued,  he  re fuses to answer  the quest ion.   Can we 

proceed on that  basis?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Do you accept  Commissioner Baloyi ’s  

suggest ion that  you refuse to answer the quest ion?  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r?  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr Mpofu?  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r,  maybe to save the t ime of  the 

Commission so that  we do not  go through though th is  

painfu l l y  again.   This wi tness,  i f  he feels that  there is  a  

quest ion put  to  h im whose only va lue is  to  expose h im to  
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d isc ip l inary act ion but  has noth ing to do wi th the mandate  

of  the Commission,  in  h is  v iew,  then he wi l l  be 

uncomfor table to  answer that .   So that  he does not  have to 

do i t  again and again,  and I  know Commissioner Khumalo by  

referr ing so much to the HR threats,  I  th ink th is  point  has 

been made,  I  do not  know how many t imes now 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  Chai r,  i t  has not  been made 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    But  can I  just  f in ish ,  p lease?  So the  10 

point ,  which at  least  le t  me not  speak for  the wi tness,  le t  

me speak for  mysel f .   The point  that  I  made in  the morning 

was that ,  and I  gave examples,  and that  i s  what  we were  

ta lk ing about ,  tha t  uni t .    

 Our v iew is  that  there are two uni ts .   There is  one 

s i t t ing somewhere at  HR,  one s i t t ing at  the pol ice,  that  is  

watching these proceedings,  ready to pounce,  as they d id in  

January,  wi th  a l l  sor ts  of  t rumped up and spur ious charges.   

So i f  th is  exerc ise is  to  show that  General  Senona is  a bad 

manager or  whatever,  then we accept  that  cr i t i c ism.   But  we 20 

are not  going to  go in to speci f i cs about ,  as I  sa id in  the 

morning,  minut iae .  

 I f  I  may take advantage of  th is ,  Chai r,  just  to  make 

a wi ld  example.   At  some stage in  my l i fe ,  I  was the  CEO of  

the SABC.  But  i f  you ask me what  happened in  the North  
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West  off ice or  whatever,  I  have never even been there ,  or  

how to hold a camera,  and somebody held i t  upside down ,  

you now?   

 But  I  do not  want  to  go to i ssues of  management  

and organisat iona l  design.   The issue is  that  the General  i s  

saying that  he takes responsib i l i t y  as the Head,  but  he can 

be asked about ,  d id  th is  one open th is  key or  whatever,  a t  

that  level .   I f  you are a  manager,  you re ly  on people.   I t  

does not  mean i f  you are a CEO, you must  know what  i s  

happening in  the  technology department ,  in  the account ing 10 

department ,  and th is  and th is ,  a t  the level  o f  that  deta i l .  

 But  as I  say,  I  do not  want  to  maybe st i f le  the  

quest ion ing,  but  wi th  the greatest  respect ,  i t  is  not  c lear  

what  needs to be achieved in  re lat ion to the terms of  

reference.    

ADV SELLO SC :    May I  c la r i fy,  wi th  your  leave,  Cha i r?   

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  just  ask a quest ion?  Does the fact  

that  wi th  regards to th is ,  and in  par t icu lar  the storage,  does 

the fact  that  the General  had taken a par t icu lar  in terest  in  

th is  and even went  to  Port  Shepstone h imsel f ,  even took 20 

over  the keys,  does that  not  d is t inguish i t ,  fo r  example,  

f rom your s i tuat ion at  the SABC of  not  necessar i ly  knowing 

what  i s  happening at  the North  West  off ice of  the SABC?   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  thank you,  Chai r.   I t  may or  may 

not ,  but  I  am making a d i f ferent  point .   The point  i s  that  to  
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what  end,  in  re lat ion to the terms of  reference?  The 

General  says he was there.   Commissioner  Baloyi  expla ins,  

wel l ,  I  th ink i t  was Commissioner  Baloyi  or  Commissioner 

Khumalo .   A l l  r ight ,  you might  not  know everyth ing,  but  on  

th is  occasion,  you were there ,  you actual ly  saw i t  

happening.   And he says,  yes,  I  d id .   Maybe I  made a 

mistake.   What  more must  he say?   

 Now,  in  h indsigh t ,  he probably should have said,  

why are these th ings not  being bagged?  But  he d id not  do 

i t .   How does tha t  assist  us to  say,  okay,  you should have 10 

done i t .   Then we can be here a l l  day saying,  ja ,  you should 

have bagged them.  No,  I  d id  not  bag them.   So,  for  what  

par t icu lar  purpose?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Apart  f rom exposing h im to somebody 

who is  going to say,  ah,  you were  there,  you actual ly  saw al l  

these t ransgressions,  now we are going to pounce on you ,  

what  other  purpose can i t  possib ly  serve?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Commissioner Baloyi ,  o f  course,  I  am 

paraphrasing,  a lso made the  point  that  here we have what  I  20 

would refer  to  as  a comedy of  er rors / inadvertence,  or  

whatever  one may cal l  i t ,  f rom the  beginning a l l  the  way to 

the end.   And tha t  one wants to  enqui re in to whether  these 

were not  a l ready set t ing up a scene for  the thef t .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Agreed.  



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 219  o f  286  

 

 

CHAIRPERSON :    Which is  why,  as Commissioner Baloyi ,  I  

th ink,  then asked,  o r  rather  sa id,  we should therefore  

enqui re in to a l l  these er rors,  i t  may be errors or  e rrors in  

quotat ion marks,  so as to have a fu l l  p ic ture as  to what  

exact ly  happened and why.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  wi l l  he lp  e i ther  exclude any 

wrongdoing on the par t  o f  whoever  the ro le p layers were,  o r  

not  exclude f rom doing.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    So you,  in  fac t ,  i t  ca l ls  to  mind a 

judgment  by Just ice Froneman,  which I  am sure you are 

wel l  aware of ,  the  judgment  of  Al l  Pay .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    in  the context  of  procurement .   Just ice 

Froneman said there may be something that  looks l i ke mere 

inadvertence in  terms of  tak ing the requi red steps.   You 

have to enqui re  in to that  because i t  may look l i ke  

inadvertence when,  in  fact ,  i t  was an inadvertent  s tep taken 

del iberate ly in  o rder  to  cover,  for  example,  f raud in  the  20 

procurement  process.    

 So,  somet imes these enqui r ies,  you know,  may be 

necessary  in  that  context .   And you yoursel f ,  in  the  morning  

when you addressed,  you said that  yes,  there may be HR 

issues and there may be issues that  fa l l  under the 



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 220  o f  286  

 

 

Commission 's terms of  reference,  but  and th is  is  what  is  

important  in  what  you said,  but  there are no br ight  l ines.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Of  course.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Wel l ,  there is  noth ing 

more to say.   That  is  exact ly  why Commissioner  Baloyi  

quoted me.   What  you have just  to ld  me is  what  I  sa id to  

th is  Commission in  the morning.   We are not  saying do not  

ask about  the incompetence because who knows,  maybe the 

incompetence was del iberate.   But  real ly  to  go on for  the 10 

whole day about  whether  the th ing  was put  in  a bag or  not .   

I t  was not  put  in  the bag.   I t  was wrong.   I t  should have 

been put  in  the bag.   Can we move on then?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  the answer of  the wi tness,  Mr 

Mpofu,  is  he refuses to answer.   The quest ion had to be put  

to  h im whether  he saw that  these th ings were not  in  the 

bag.   The quest ion is ,  and I  must  say i t  is  a  fa i r  quest ion to 

ask in  the c i rcumstances.    

 I  have respected for  present  purposes the way he is  

chosen to respond,  but  the I  th ink for  me the more important  20 

point  that  I  would  have made,  that  I  wanted to make,  was ,  

and i t  is  a  p i ty  i t  comes la te in  the day because of  how he is  

responded now,  i t  is  i t  i s  fo r  the Commission  u l t imate ly to  

determine whether  the evidence that  we have gathered,  

does i t  fa l l  wi th in the te rms of  reference or  not?   
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 So I  th ink i t  is  an ar t i f ic ia l  way to t ry  to  even for  the  

wi tness h imsel f  to  say,  wel l  that  has noth ing to do wi th your  

terms of  reference.   I  expect  you wi l l  agree,  Mr Mpofu,  that  

u l t imate ly the Commission is  going to have to look at  the 

ent i re  record.   Some quest ions we wi l l  f ind or  some answers  

in  some conversat ions ,  we are fo r  sure going to f ind  th is  i s  

does not  deal  wi th  our  te rms of  re ference but  i t  had to be  

canvassed because we were looking at  t ry ing to see what  

does i t  te l l  us.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    May I  respond,  Chai r?  Thank you,  Chai r.   10 

No,  no,  I  th ink we are on the same page as far  as  that  is  

concerned.   I  am only,  a l l  I  am doing real ly,  I  am here to 

protect  the in terests of  th is  c l ient .   I  am s imply  saying 

when,  i f  and when he says to Ms Sel lo  I  am uncomfor table  

answer ing that  quest ion about  the bags or  whatever  

because i t  might  expose me to something e lse ,  a l l  I  am 

saying is  to  put  that  in to context  so that  the Commission 

does not  read something e lse in to  that ,  to  th ink maybe that  

is  because he sto le the drugs or  whatever.  

 He is  expla in ing the reason why he is  doing th is .   In  20 

Amer ica i t  is  ca l led tak ing the 5 t h  Amendment ,  r ight?  He is  

saying I  am uncomfor table in  answer ing that  quest ion 

because i t  is  going to expose me to something e lse.   

Honest ly,  that  is  a l l .   That  is  a l l  I  am saying.   You can say 

f rom someone tak ing the 5 t h ,  oh,  that  means he is  gui l ty.   
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That  is  f ine.   Someone can say that ,  or  you can say he is  

protect ing h imsel f  f rom fur ther  jeopardy.   That  is  up to the  

Commission,  but  I  am just  put t ing that  in to perspect ive.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  to  conclude th is ,  Mr Mpofu,  i t  is 

actual ly  something I  thought  o f  as  the General  was 

responding qui te  ear ly  on.   I  forgot  to  ra ise i t  when I  was 

engaging you.   In  the context ,  for  example,  of  there being 

cr iminal  proceedings in  the background,  a wi tness may say I  

wi l l  not  answer  for  fear  of  se l f - incr iminat ion,  which is  

understandable under sect ion 35 of  the Const i tu t ion.  10 

 In  th is  context ,  assuming that  the quest ion is  

re levant  to  the terms of  reference,  I  want  us to  avoid the 

quest ion,  but  th is  one is  not .   I  just ,  as a mat ter  of  p r inc ip le,  

want  to  understand the legal  bas is for  a wi tness where 

there are pending d isc ip l inary process,  what  the basis for  

remain ing s i lent  would be.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you,  Cha i rperson.   That  is  a very  

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  saying there is  not .    

ADV MPOFU SC :    No,  no,  no.   I  am not  tak ing i t  that  way 20 

e i ther.   I  th ink we are a l l  t ry ing to explore the same th ing.   

Chai rperson,  as you know,  I  am the f i rs t  one to say,  that  is  

why I  sa id in  the morning,  I  am not  ra is ing th is  at  a  

technica l  level .   I t  is  t rue that  sect ion 35 does not  apply to  

th is  s i tuat ion.  
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 To you and me,  that  might  make a  d i f ference.   But  

we must  put  ourselves in  the shoes of  people.   Whether  I  

am exposed to cr iminal  p rosecut ion or  I  am exposed to  

being f i red at  work,  i t  might  make zero d i f fe rence to  me.   I  

wi l l  just  leave i t  a t  that .   So,  you know,  i t  i s  n ice,  the  

lawyer ing about  okay,  does th is  now mean sel f - incr iminat ion 

for  the purposes of  p rosecut ion?  I t  is  a l l  very n ice  

academic debate.   But  i f  you th ink that  when I  leave here on 

Monday,  I  might  be faced wi th something that  is  going to  

take food f rom my chi ld ren,  then qu i te  f rankly,  i t  is  the same 10 

effect  as to  whether  or  not  you should expose yoursel f  to  

th is  danger or  tha t  one.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  get  the effect .   I  get  the effect .   And my 

reference to sect ion 35 of  the Const i tu t ion sought  merely to  

emphasise the d i f ference or  the d ist inct ion.   Yes,  that  was 

merely –  so the point  o f  substance was more in  th is  context ,  

what  i s  the legal  basis fo r  saying I  choose not  to  respond to 

th is  quest ion.   And I  have not  heard a d i rect  answer f rom 

you.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  but  …[ intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  get  and I  accept  your  point  about  the 

effect  may actual ly  be the same.   Somet imes i t  may actual ly  

even be worse to lose your employment .   I  get  that .    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So just  as a mat ter  of  law,  then what  
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would the basis be?   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Wel l ,  as a mat ter  of  law,  there might  be 

zero basis,  Chai r.   But  as a mat ter  of  real  l i fe ,  whether  you 

expose yoursel f  to  the –  in  other  words,  Chai r,  a l l  I  am 

saying to you,  Chai r,  is  in  real  l i fe ,  whether  I  am exposing 

mysel f  to  some pol iceman coming in to my house on Monday 

or  some superv isor  at  work  coming to my off i ce on Monday,  

in  real  l i fe ,  that  is  the same th ing.    

 In  law and in  the  phi losophies of  cr iminal  law and 

cr iminal  procedure,  there is  a  b ig d i f ference.   That  is  why 10 

there is  a d i f ference between sect ion 35 and sect ion 34 of  

the Const i tu t ion ,  because they address d i f ferent  s i tuat ions.   

But  those …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The issue of  fa i rness …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Nicet ies  of  professor ia l  rect i tude.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Chai r…   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps something that  we must  p lace on 

record so that  I  am sure you are aware of  i t ,  Mr Mpofu,  but  

the General  shou ld a lso be aware  of  i t .   General ,  there is  

a lso,  I  th ink i t  is  sect ion 6 of  the  Commission 's Act .   I t  is 20 

sect ion 6 of  the  Commission 's Act .   The Act  i tse l f ,  yes,  

which requi res  of  wi tnesses to answer quest ions 

sat is factor i ly,  fu l l y  and sat is factor i l y.    

 I f  there is  no legal  basis,  and in  th is  instance,  I  am 

not  aware of  any.   I  am not  saying there is  none,  but  as 
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present ly  advised,  I  am not  aware  of  any.   So I  thought  in  

fa i rness to you,  I  should br ing the provis ions of  sect ion 6 to  

your at tent ion.   And they go so fa r,  i t  is  not  just  requi r ing 

answer ing fu l ly  and sat is factor i ly.  

 I t  is  a ,  th is  fa i lu re to  do so is  on pain of  fac ing  

cr iminal  p roceedings.   So I  thought  I  should just  b r ing that  

to  your  at tent ion.   Not  only you,  but  in  case others who are  

l is tening and who may come to test i fy  before the  

Commission,  and who a lso happen to have d isc ip l inary 

proceedings pend ing,  may th ink i f  we do not  ra ise th is ,  then 10 

i t  is  the way out  for  everyone  –  I  have d isc ip l inary 

proceedings pending,  and therefore I  am not  going to  

respond to th is  quest ion.    

 I  do take Mr Mpofu 's  point  about  i ssues that  a re or  

are not  wi th in the te rms of  re ference of  the of  the  

Commission.   Where an issue is  ra ised around i t ,  we can 

engage before,  of  course,  as Commissioner Baloy said,  we 

as the Commissioners take a decis ion because i t  fa l ls  upon 

us to do so.   We can,  of  course,  engage Counse l  where 

there is  Counsel  or  the  wi tnesses themselves where the 20 

wi tness is  not  represented.   We can engage on that .  

 Does th is  fa l l  wi th in the terms of  reference or  does 

i t  not?  And therefore on that  bas is,  i f  we agree,  once the  

wi tness or  Counsel  has ra ised the point  and we agree upon 

engagement  that  indeed i t  does not ,  we may not  force or  
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push the wi tness to respond to tha t  k ind of  quest ion ,  but  i t  

can never be on the basis that  there are pending 

d isc ip l inary proceedings,  and there fore I  am good and good 

and comfor table to  respond to that  quest ion.   I t  can never  

be on that  basis.   I  have not  g iven Ms Sel lo  an opportuni ty  

to  respond.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Or perhaps before she responds,  do you 

want  to  respond to the observat ions I  have just  made,  Mr  

Mpofu?   10 

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  Chai r.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes? 

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r,  wel l ,  th is  th ing is  g rowing to be  

even worse than I  suspected.   I  thought ,  and which I  was 

t ry ing to prevent ,  Commissioner Baloyi  was r ight fu l l y  saying 

to the  wi tness,  you then have to understand i f  you are 

uncomfor table,  you are uncomfor table,  but  the Commission 

wi l l  take that  in to account ,  and I  cannot  quibble wi th that .  

 He has to weigh which r i sks to  do,  whether  to  

offend,  whether  to  annoy Advocate  Sel lo  or  to  lose h is job.   20 

That  is  h is  uncomfor table choices.   I  accept  that .   But  now 

f rom what  the Chai r  i s  saying now wi th reference to sect ion  

6 of  the Act ,  tha t  is  a complete ly  d i f ferent  ket t le  of  f ish,  

because that  means now he is  exposing h imsel f  to  cr iminal  

prosecut ion.   Wel l ,  i f  that  is  the at t i tude or  the jeopardy 
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…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  may I  come in,  Mr Mpofu?   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  I  am saying is  in  fact ,  I  accepted a 

point  that  you made,  which is  that  i f  the quest ion ra ises 

issues that  have noth ing to do wi th the terms of  re ference 

of  the Commission,  then what  I  am saying wi l l  never  ar ise ,  

there can never  be a quest ion  of  the appl ica t ion or  

appl icabi l i ty  of  sect ion 6.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Thank you.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Did you get  me?   

ADV MPOFU SC :    I  understand,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  am not  be ing quest ion -spec i f ic  on 

th is .   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am stat ing i t  genera l ly,  and I  just  want  

the General  to  be  aware that  there is  such a provis ion.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Then the quest ion of  how to respond to a 

par t icu lar  quest ion in  the context  of  what  fa l l s  wi th in and 20 

what  does not  fa l l  wi th in the terms of  reference is  an issue 

that  there may then be an engagement .    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Some legal  debate.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    No,  Chai r,  I  accept  that  hol i s t ica l l y,  and I  
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do sympath ise wi th the remarks you made,  Chai r,  that  you 

do not  want  to  open the f loodgates for  rogue people to  

come here every t ime you ask a quest ion,  they say,  wel l ,  I  

have got  some disc ip l inary.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    But  that  I  accept .   I  was just  put t ing i t  in  

the context  of  th is  speci f ic  wi tness and what  he said in  the 

morning,  but  I  accept .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   No,  thank you.   Thank you,  Mr 

Mpofu.   Yes,  Ms Sel lo .  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   A number o f  issues 

have been ra ised.   I  wi l l  s tar t  wi th  the s implest .   When we 

star ted,  we deal t  wi th  the seizure of  the drugs at  the  

harbour and we were to go to the i r  ent ry in to the  SAP13 

register  at  Is ip ingo.  

 A suggest ion was made that  the  General  accepts  

every concession  made by those who were responsib le fo r  

that  se izure ,  and I  needed to c lar i fy  that  wi th  the General  

and he so conf i rmed.   I  accepted that  on the basis that  he  

was not  present .   He cannot  comment  on what  went  down.   20 

He wi l l  l i ve wi th the concessions made.    

 I  then shi f ted to  Port  Shepstone,  where he was 

present  now.   These are two d i f ferent  scenar ios  and i t  

cannot  be that  he cannot  be quest ioned about  f lout ing of  

prescr ip t ions in  h is  presence.   He was awa re.   I t  is  d i f ferent  
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for  what  happened at  the harbour,  what  happened at  

Is ip ingo,  because he was not  p resent .   And that  d is t inct ion 

is  an important  one to hold.    

 The conversat ion  we have had over  the past  so  

many minutes is  about  h is  p resence at  Port  Shepstone,  h is  

approvals,  maybe not  approvals,  but  h is  fa i lure to  act  when 

prescr ip ts are f louted.   That  he can respond to.   And i t  is  

not  enough for  Mr  Mpofu to ca l l  i t  m inut iae.    

 There are a ser ies of  quest ions of  what  we consider  

f lout ing of  prescr ip ts in  h is  p resence that  at  the very least  10 

must  be put  each quest ion to General  Senona.   And there is  

no basis  for  Mr Mpofu to stop that  exerc ise.   The quest ion  

wi l l  be put .    

 What  ar ises is  how General  Senona responds 

thereto.   I  was going to deal  wi th  the provis ions of  the Act  

and the fact  that  actual ly  the wi tness is  under compuls ion to 

respond to every quest ion put  to  h im in  the commiss ion and 

answer to  the sat is fact ion of  the Commissioners at  the r i sk  

of  inv i t ing consequences to h im.  

 I  wi l l  add that  the Act  speci f ica l ly  protects a wi tness 20 

f rom answer ing where  he invokes legal  pr iv i lege.   And I  

submit  that  in  the absence of  legal  pr iv i lege,  then the 

wi tness must  answer.   That  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sel f - incr iminat ion.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   I  am get t ing to se l f - incr iminat ion.   
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And the sel f - incr iminat ion is  to  every quest ion ,  then the  

wi tness must  go on record and invoke the pr iv i lege not  to  

se l f - incr iminate.   What  Mr Mpofu  wants to  achieve is  that  

cer ta in quest ions not  be put  at  a l l  because they may sel f -

incr iminate ,  but  we do not  know which quest ions wi l l  se l f -

incr iminate,  the  answers to wh ich wi l l  se l f - incr iminate,  

which wi l l  not .  

 He must  be pat ient  enough for  the Commission to  

go th rough the quest ions and the wi tness wi l l  respond 

accord ingly.   We have had a case where a wi tness,  I  th ink,  10 

spent  a lmost  the ent i re  hal f  a  morn ing refusing to  answer on 

the basis of  se l f - incr iminat ion,  potent ia l  se l f - incr iminat ion.   

And that  went  on record and that  was accepted.   And i f  that  

is  how the system works,  then General  Senona must  go 

through the same process.   Now,  i t  cannot  just  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The context  though was d i f ferent  there  

because …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  re la ted to cr iminal  p roceedings or  a 20 

cr iminal  p rocess.   Here I  have not  heard that ,  which is  why I  

was engaging at  the level  o f  outs ide of  a  c r iminal  process,  

what  would the legal  basis be?  So now you are br ing ing the 

General  in to the fo ld of  a  c r iminal  p rocess  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  I  am …[ intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Which I  do not  th ink he has c la imed.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  am not  doing  so,  Chai r.   I  am ra is ing 

the issue of  p r iv i lege,  which is  th is  p rotect ion in  te rms of  

the Act .   And that  he cannot  be  expected to se l f - incr iminate  

is  one of  the pr iv i leges accorded h im by law.   So tha t  one is  

in  the bag.    

 Now,  what  i s  being ra ised does not  fa l l  wi th in the  

conf ines of  the pr iv i lege as contemplated by the Act ,  which 

is  that  he  may face potent ia l  d isc ip l inary proceedings on the  

basis of  answers he g ives.   That  is  a d i f fe rent  debate  10 

whether  or  not  that  compl ies wi th h is  compuls ion to  answer  

every quest ion sat is factor i l y,  but  that  is  a d i f fe rent  debate 

we can have.    

 The issue I  was ra is ing and I  was tak ing issue wi th  

main ly i s  that  the  quest ions should  not  even be posed and 

to offer  the wi tness an opportuni ty  to  engage and deal  and 

respond there to,  and that  is  what  I  am object ing  to.   Mr  

Mpofu cannot  appear or  at tempt  to  appear to  gag the 

Evidence Leaders and the Commissioners.   Because i t  a 

fact - f ind ing inqui ry,  the quest ions wi l l  be posed,  answers 20 

wi l l  be provided,  at  the conclusion of  which the  

Commissioners w i l l  reach a cer ta in conclusion,  you know,  

the i r  own determinat ions.   Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  read for  both of  you Regulat ion 

8(1)  of  th is  Commission 's Regula t ions?  The heading is  
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persons appear ing before the Commission and then Sub 

Reg (1)  says:  

“No person appear ing before  the 

Commission may refuse to answer any 

quest ion on any grounds other  than those 

contemplated in  sect ion 3(4)  of  the 

Commission 's Act . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  conf i rm,  Commissioner,  and reading of  

sect ion  3 of  the  Act  is  the sect ion  that  in t roduces legal  

pr iv i lege.  10 

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r,  can I  respond?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes,  yes,  yes,  Mr Mpofu.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Can I  just  assist ,  rea l ly,  because I  do not  

know why …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   Yes,  yes?  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r,  rea l ly,  th is  th ing is  going out  of  

cont ro l .   This is  s imple in tervent ion.   I  do not  know about  

gagging or  s topping quest ions,  whatever.   Where that  

happened is  not  in  my imaginat ion.   There is  no quest ion 

that  we are gagging.    20 

 A l l  I  sa id to  provoke a l l  o f  th is  past  hour i s  I  want  to  

put  in to perspect ive the reasons why he is  uncomfor table  

wi th answer ing cer ta in quest ions,  which I  had understood,  

and I  accepted Commissioner Ba loy i 's  summat ion  of  that ,  

that  look,  we are  not  going to put  a gun in  your  head i f  you 



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 233  o f  286  

 

 

are uncomfor table,  but  there might  be,  when the evidence is  

being assessed,  there might  be  consequences.   That  is  

what  happens wi th every wi tness.    

 That  I  accept .   I  do not  know about  the gagging and 

a l l  the stor ies,  th is  drama,  but  the issue,  Chai r,  I  can maybe 

cur ta i l  th is  wi thout  even an ad journment .   Can I  just  

approach the General  and I  wi l l  come back and cur ta i l  th is  

whole th ing? 

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us,  sorry,  we wi l l  take f ive minutes in  

the meant ime.   Le t  us adjourn.  10 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Mpofu,  I  t rust  that  you have been able 

to  cut  across a l l  th is .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Chai r  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Am I  hoping against  hope?   

ADV MPOFU SC :    You are,  Chai r.   You must  never g ive 

counsel  more than the hal f  a  minute he is  asking fo r.   Now 

other  ideas come to mind.   No,  on a ser ious note,  Chai r,  

what  we real ly  wanted to offe r  was the fo l lowing,  so that  20 

there is  no misunderstanding.   Because as I  say now,  the re 

were th ings now about  c r iminal  prosecut ions.  

 Obviously,  i f  the  choices or  the threats that  are 

being made to the General  leave h im wi th th is  choice of  

e i ther  going to ja i l  or  los ing h is job,  he  wi l l  choose los ing  
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h is  job,  because that  i s  real ly  where we are going now.   So 

the point ,  the advice that  we have d iscussed wi th  h im is  

that ,  so that  there is  no  quest ion which is  unfa i r  on  h im 

because he has been so  candid wi th th is  Commission the  

whole day,  to  suggest  that  he now is  evading or  being  

shie lded or  whatever,  that  he wi l l  answer quest ions,  but  

wherever he is  uncomfor table because of  the fear  of  those 

other  repercussions,  he wi l l  ind icate so.   So I  th ink that  is  a 

heal thy compromise.  

 In  other  words,  he is  not  going to say,  I  am not  10 

going to answer  that ,  but  he  wi l l  ind icate where  he is  

uncomfor table e i ther  because  –  I  mean,  he is  not  a  lawyer,  

so he wi l l  not  be able to  make that  other  evaluat ion we are 

ta lk ing about ,  about  re levance or  i r re levance.   But  where he 

is  uncomfor table,  he  wi l l  ind icate so ,  Chai r.   That  is  number 

one.  

 The last  point  we want  to  make,  Chai r,  is  that  these 

fears,  fo r  lack of  a  bet ter  word,  do not  come f rom the a i r.   

One of  the recommendat ions that  came f rom th is  

Commission,  I  th ink  i t  was the f i rs t ,  I  do not  know whether  i t  20 

was the f i rs t  report .   My at to rney is  not  here.   I  th ink i t  was 

the f i rs t  report ,  but  he brought  i t  to  my at tent ion.    

 I t  has got  a sect ion that  says,  the mat ters are  

h ighl ighted fo r  referra l  a l legat ions of  c r iminal i ty.   Excuse 

me,  Chai r.   A l l  r ight .   My learned jun ior  has succeeded to 
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make i t  d isappear,  but  I  wi l l  just  paraphrase what  was there.   

In  your  f i rs t  report ,  as Honourable  Commissioners,  one of  

the people who was supposed to be have been f ingered for  

cr iminal  invest igat ion was l i s ted,  and that  was General  

Senona.  

 So th is  is  not  just  a  theoret ica l  fear  that  we are  

vo ic ing here,  o r  as i t  now turns out ,  ne i ther  is  i t  conf ined to  

the issues of  d isc ip l inary se l f - incr iminat ion,  for  lack of  a  

bet te r  word.   But  having said that ,  I  want  to  make the offe r,  

maybe Advocate Sel lo  wi l l  accept  i t ,  that  he wi l l  answer her  10 

quest ions,  so that  she does not  th ink that  she is  being 

gagged.   But  he wi l l ,  when he fee ls the necessi ty,  qual i fy  

them to that  extent .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mpofu.   Yes,  Ms Se l lo .    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  note what  Mr Mpofu says,  but  i t  is  not  

my decis ion to make.   What  comes to mind is  i f  h is  

response,  the wi tness 's response to my quest ion does not  

br ing h im wi th in the purv iew of  sect ion 3(4) ,  invoking the 

correct  legal  pr iv i lege,  then I  guess i t  wi l l  be for  the 

Commissioners to  deal  wi th  that  response.   I t  w i l l  be a  20 

fa i lure to  respond.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink le t  us test  i t  as we go a long.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.   Thank you,  Chai r.  

ADV SELLO SC :    General ,  then get t ing back to the 

quest ion we were deal ing wi th,  you wi l l  recal l  we were  
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deal ing wi th your knowledge,  wh ich you conf i rmed,  that  

movement  of  exhib i ts  between pol ice stat ion and ent ry in to  

the appropr ia te SAP13 property  register  t ransferred to  

another  re levant  uni t  as per  paragraph 12 (2)(a)  must  a lways 

be ref lected in  an  SAP13.    

 We establ ished that  you know that  fact ,  even i f  i t  i s  

not  necessar i l y  f rom th is  par t i cu lar  Nat ional  Inst ruct ion .   

And my quest ion to you was,  you permi t ted noncompl iance  

wi th that  requi rement  whi le  you were present  at  Port  

Shepstone.   Do you conf i rm that?  I  wi l l  paraphrase.   10 

Permi t ted might  be too st rong a word.   You fa i led  to take 

steps to ensure  compl iance wi th the prescr ip ts  as the 

noncompl iance  was happening in  your  presence.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   I  sa id I  d id  

not  take steps.   That  i s  my response,  Commissioners .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And you d id not  take the  steps,  

notwi thstanding your knowledge,  just  for  c la r i ty  of  the  

requi rement .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve I  have responded that  I  d id  

not  take steps.   I t  was a mis take that  I  have done,  20 

Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  just  wanted to cor rect  that  when you 

responded to me,  you said you accept  that  you d id not  take 

steps.   I t  may have been a mistake on your par t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  ear l ie r,  you recal l  you wanted to  

deal  wi th  the col lect ion of  the key f rom you.   We know,  and 

you have test i f ied before,  that  af ter  they were locked in to 

the safe at  the Port  Shepstone off ices,  you took charge of  

the keys to the safe.   They were  wi th you,  and you kept  

them at  your  safe  in  your  off i ce.   Am I  correct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And at  some poin t ,  you wanted to refer  to  

the t imes that  the  keys were col lec ted f rom you on the 23 r d  

and on the 24 t h  o f  June 2021.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Now,  I  want  to  ca l l  up your d ia ry 

in  that  regard,  and then you may make your comment ,  and 

then I  wi l l  pose my quest ions.   You recal l  that  I  s topped 

you,  and I  say you are running ahead of  t ime.   I  was st i l l  

admi t t ing the exh ib i ts  in to the Port  Shepstone off i ce ’s vaul t  

or  safe,  and that  these events ar ise  thereaf te r.    

 So we are at  that  junct ion now,  and I  am put t ing up 

copies of  your  ent r ies,  your  d ia ry  ent r ies.   That  is  for  the  

24 t h .   There shou ld be two to my recol lect ion.   So,  as  you 20 

see here,  that  i s  the 23 r d  o f  June.   You conf i rm that  is  a 

copy of  your  d ia ry  ent r ies?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  conf i rm,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Then the next  one wi l l  be the  24 t h  o f  

June.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  conf i rm,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Then I  wi l l  a l low you to make the point  

you wanted to make regard ing these ent r ies.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  that  when the keys were taken by 

the invest igat ing off icer  of  the scene,  of  the bust ,  when he 

wanted to go and do h is invest igat ions at  Port  Shepstone,  

he came.   I  le t  h im s ign here,  because you shal l  recal l ,  

Commissioners,  that  I  have ind icated that  that  document  of  

handing over  the  keys I  d id  not  know about  i t ,  but  what 

steps have I  taken to ensure the chain of  –  what  i s  i t?  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Custody?  Chain of  custody,  is  that  what  

you want?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The chain o f  custody.   That  i s  why I  

deal t  wi th  i t  in  th is  fashion,  so that  tomorrow I  must  be able 

to  account  that  f rom th is  per iod to th is  per iod,  the keys was 

wi th the invest iga t ing off i cer.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And I  must  say that  there was no 

suspic ion of  any wrongdoing that  I  have p icked up against  

the invest igat ing off icer  at  that  s tage.   I  t rusted that  he was 20 

going to do the  due d i l igence.   And indeed,  be fore we 

reported off  duty,  brought  the keys back to the off ice ,  then I  

wi l l  lock them in my off ice.   Thanks,  Commissioners .    

ADV SELLO SC :    And i f  I  look,  fo r  instance,  at  23,  on both 

days,  they were taken in  the  morning and returned 
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somewhere ear ly  af ternoon.   And both of  you s igned for  

them.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   Cor rect ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    The DPCI Port  Shepstone off i cers,  do 

they have a record of  what  exact ly  t ranspi red?  Is  there 

anywhere where Warrant  Off i cer  Mpangase records in  the 

presence of  the person who has taken responsib i l i ty  for  the  

exhib i ts  what  he  d id wi th the exhib i t s?  I s  there any 

document  we can refer  to?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  do not  have any 10 

document  because what  t ranspi red af te r  the thef t ,  the 

seizure  inqui ry invest igat ion,  as wel l  as the case docket  of  

the thef t  that  I  have ind icated that  the Detect ives must  

invest igate and Head Off ice  changed the decis ion and say 

the Head Off i ce ,  the DPCI must  do the invest igat ion,  were 

taken away f rom our off ices.   So I  do not  have any 

document  at  th is  stage.   But  what  I  know,  he never went  

a lone to do those invest igat ions.   And again,  I  th ink  Colonel  

Pr ins loo should have been or  was in formed about  the i r  v is i t  

a t  the fac i l i ty.  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  maybe my quest ion was not  as c lear  

as perhaps I  had hoped fo r  i t  to  be.   I  am asking more about  

process genera l ly.   The exhib i ts  a re locked up and at  th is  

stage they are unaccounted fo r,  we know because they have 

not  been sealed proper ly  and registered in  the SAP13.  
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 I  was wonder ing whether  i f  anyone v is i t s  the safe,  

whether  there is  a requi rement  tha t  they must  complete i t  o r  

make an OB ent ry that  i s  counters igned by the  person who 

has taken responsib i l i t y  for  the safety of  the safekeeping of  

the drugs.   Is  there such a requi rement  at  a l l ,  or  perhaps 

not?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  aware of  such ,  

Commissioners.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  ask th is  because in  t ru th,  as  you s i t  

there,  you do not  know what  actual ly  t ranspi red when the 10 

safe was opened on both the  23 r d  and the 24 t h .   Whatever  

you know is  what  was re layed to you by the person to whom 

you gave the keys.   You have got  no other  independent  

object ive means of  ver i fy ing what  exact ly  went  down on the 

23 r d  and the 24 t h  when you had par ted company w i th the 

keys.   Would that  be correct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  not  know what  happened there,  

Commissioners,  i t  is  t rue.  

ADV SELLO SC :    So to the extent  that  i t  may be that  541 

k i lograms were seized at  the harbour and i t  is  unknown how 20 

many were sto len  because of  the r isk.   I  am not  saying i t  

happened.   The r isk that  in  the absence of  records there  

might  have been p i l fer ing of  those drugs each t ime the keys 

were handed over to  somebody e lse and you were not  

present  dur ing the opening of  the  safe.   Are you wi l l ing to  
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accept  the possib i l i ty,  not  that  i t  happened?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  do not  know i f  

Warrant  Off i cer  Mpanga se had an e lement  of  cor rupt ion.   

What  I  can te l l  the Commissioners is  that  a l l  I  recal l ,  a l l  I  

can remember is  that  when he went  there ,  there was a 

person of  that  o ff ice present  there.   That  is  what  I  was 

in formed.    

 He never went  there a lone to go and open the safe.   

He was not  a lone.   But  when he came to s ign fo r  the  keys in  

my off ice ,  he jus t  came alone ,  bu t  I  know that  there were 10 

people wai t ing fo r  h im.   They were dr iv ing in  a car  at  the 

ground f loor,  but  he came up a lone and then I  le t  h im s ign.   

But  what  t ranspi red there,  Commissioners,  I  cannot  ta lk  

about  i t  because I  was not  there.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  may be perhaps a shortcoming on our  

par t .   We do not  have a record o f  who at  Port  Shepstone 

would have been present  wi th  h im whi le  he is  hand l ing the 

drugs on the 23 r d  and the 24 t h .   We do not  have that .   Would  

you have a name perhaps?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve the best  person who can 20 

respond to that  quest ion is  L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr ins loo ,  the  

ret i red…  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am unable to .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  so i t  i s  wi th  h is  vers ion we wi l l  
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have to go for  the moment .   We wi l l  t ry  and enqui re and 

establ ish what  ac tual ly  t ranspi red.   Now,  you d id ind icate in  

your  f i rs t  s tatement  at  paragraph 93 that ,  and in  fac t  in  th is  

statement  as wel l ,  that  the v is i t s  were to seal  the  drugs,  

enter  them into the SAP13 and to obta in samples for  FSL.   

Do you recal l  that  response you gave?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  recal l  that  is  what  I  was in formed.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   Now,  again,  i t  does not  have to  

deta in us.   Do you perhaps know how FSL obta ins samples 

of  such exhib i ts?  Would you know what  the prescr ip ts  10 

provide?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    You do not  know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe just  to  correct  the way you say,  

we do not  know who assisted  them, Warrant  Off icer  

Mpangase,  when he went  to  Por t  Shepstone.   P r ins loo,  

Colonel  Pr ins loo  te l ls  us that  on the 23 r d  and the 24 t h ,  they 

were assisted by Warrant  Off i cer  Van den Berg.   So we do 

have a name.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.   Thank you,  Commissioner.    20 

ADV SELLO SC :    I  wi l l  check,  and I  do know the  

correct ion,  I  take  i t ,  but  I  understood Warrant  Off icer  Van 

den Berg have he lped wi th the seal ing,  wi th  the seal ing and 

number ing of  the seals on the day.   That  is  the extent  of  the 

responsib i l i t y  assumed for  those drugs.   There are 
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s tatements here where he states  the chal lenges that  the 

team that  came f rom Durban was having wi th correct ly  

record ing these b locks of  Cocaine and seal ing them and 

marking the sea ls appropr ia te ly,  and that  i s  where he 

assisted.   That  is  as I  understood h is ev idence as to h is  

involvement  in  that .  

 But  I  would not  go so far  as to  say he is  able or  he  

has offe red any test imony about  everyth ing  that  t ranspi red  

in  the safe on tha t  day in  respect  o f  th is  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am not  going that  fa r.   I  was f i x ing,  you 10 

are saying we do not ,  the shortcoming on our  par t ,  we do 

not  know who ass isted them.   And a l l  I  am doing is  referr ing 

to what  Pr ins loo  says in  h is  statement .    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  take that ,  and I  take the  narrow 

correct ion that  the Commissioner  is  making.   But  to  the  

extent  that  i t  is  necessary,  we wi l l  ca l l ,  I  do not  know i f  i t  is  

Warrant  Off icer,  I  apologise fo r  the rank,  Van den Berg ,  as  

to  what  t ranspi red on each event .   Then quick ly,  General ,  I  

want  us to  move to the at tempted break - in  at  the Por t  

Shepstone off i ces .    20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  ask my quest ion?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because you are moving to October 

now.   General ,  in  terms of  the prescr ip ts,  le t  us forget  that  

you took a decis ion that  the exhib i ts  be stored at  the DPCI 
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o ff ice at  Port  Shepstone.   Because for  the purposes of  you 

and I 's  d iscussion,  that  appl ies even i f  they are at  a  pol i ce 

stat ion.  

 Now,  the prescr ip ts say wi th in a cer ta in per iod,  the  

exhib i ts  must  be sent  to  FSL.   And my issue wi th you and 

Br igadier  Nyuswa is  that  both  of  you were aware  that  that  

was not  done.   You cer ta in ly  have not  shown us,  both of  

you,  any report  that  says to you there was a request  to  FSL,  

e i ther  Nat ional  o r  Western Cape or  KZN,  that  these exhib i ts  

be taken wi th in  the per iod se t  out  in  the Nat ional  10 

Inst ruct ion.   And as a resul t ,  these exhib i ts  were ly ing there 

in  that  safe for  four  to  f i ve months before they were sto len.    

 Now,  my quest ion is  th is .   I  was g iv ing you the  

background because I  know you may not  remember a l l  o f  

these th ings.   My quest ion is  th is .   Why d id you and 

Br igadier  Nyuswa not  take any steps to ensure that  the  

exhib i ts  were sent  to  FSL?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    General ,  before you respond,  perhaps to  

assist  you,  that  is  a quest ion at  quest ion 2.14.   So perhaps 20 

i f  you go to your  page 21 and you cast  your  eye on the 

response that  you provided there,  and then you can respond 

to Commissioner Khumalo.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  f ramed in  the same elegant  

manner  or  …[intervenes] .  
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ADV SELLO SC :    In  a far  less  e legant  manner,  but  i t  

speaks to the requi rement  to  t ransfer  them wi th in a 

prescr ibed per iod .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Do you see where I  am refer r ing you to,  

General?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  page 21.    

ADV SELLO SC :    A t  page 21,  there is  quest ion 2.14.   That  

is  the quest ion that  was asking about  the retent ion of  these 

drugs for  such an extended per iod at  Port  Shepstone,  and 10 

whether  the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  was compl ied wi th.   And 

then you have provided a response there.   I  just  wanted to 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   General ,  I  am 

asking th is  quest ion  because at  the  end of  the day,  we must  

determine whether  the cause of  the  thef t  was because these 

drugs were kept  in  a p lace where they should not  have been 

kept  for  a per iod of  four  to  f ive months.   So i t  is  re levant  for  

that  reason.  

 And because you and Br igadier  Nyuswa were aware  20 

that  they were stored at  Port  Shepstone,  in  fact ,  i t  was your  

decis ion on h is recommendat ion that  they be stopped there.   

My quest ion is ,  what  steps d id you take to ensure that  they 

were sent  where they were supposed to go in  accordance 

wi th the prescr ip ts?  I f  you d id not  take any steps,  why?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  th ink i t  is  a  –  what  

are they cal l ing i t  –  h indsight  because immediate ly 

thereaf te r,  one was overwhelmed by the July 2021 unrest  

where we were t remendously under ser ious pressure.   I  d id  

not  put  i t  here,  but  every day f rom four  up to whatever t ime,  

one had to account .   And then I  be l ieve that  as a resul t  o f  

that ,  we –  fo r  me,  I  cannot  ta lk  on behal f  o f  Br igadier  

Nyuswa.    

 You know,  one was focussing then,  then th is  th ing,  

just  we forgot  about  i t .   And I  would say,  I  d id  a lso know 10 

that  the KwaZulu -Nata l  Forensic Science Laboratory  

ind icated they d id  not  have an adequate accommodat ion fo r  

these drugs as a  resul t  o f  the c i ted issues of  f looding and 

so for th.   But  I  th ink h indsight  is  that  one was overwhelmed 

wi th the July 2021 unrest  because KwaZulu -Nata l  was the 

most  affected province in  the count ry dur ing that  per iod.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So the answer is  i t  was an overs ight  

for  the reasons that  you have ment ioned ? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l l  r ight ,  but  is  i t  a  fa i r  assessment  to  20 

make to say the fa i lure due to an  overs ight  to  send these 

drugs to FSL in  accordance wi th the prescr ip ts i s  one of  the 

causes,  not  the main cause or  the u l t imate cause,  one of  

the causes that  led to the thef t?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am taking  note of  your  comment ,  
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Commissioner.   A l though …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Again,  w i th  h indsight ,  I  mean 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A l though,  Commissioner,  i f  you were  

in  my shoes dur ing that  per iod,  you would not  have thought  

of  those k ind  of  i ssues due to the pressure that  was put  on 

us.   Because every day we reported there,  we have to deal  

wi th  the issues ,  and my pr inc ipal  together  wi th the  Min ister  

were report ing progress to the President .   I t  was a very 

d i f f icu l t  s i tuat ion  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And i f  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  i f  one was not  faced wi th  

those type of  th ings,  one would say,  come here and say,  

hey,  I  made a mistake,  I  apologise .   But  due to that  type of  

a  s i tuat ion that  we were in ,  i t  was not  an easy th ing.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   And I  just  wanted to complete 

i t  by saying,  to  be fa i r  to  you,  Br igadier  Nyuswa said f rom 

the beginning of  November,  I  cannot  remember i f  i t  is  the 1 s t  

or  the 2n d ,  most  o f  you were then assigned to deal  wi th  local  

government  e lect ions.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  cannot  remember  

when was the date of  those e lect ions.   I  wi l l  have to  go and 

check.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  th ink he said the 1 s t .   You do not  

have to be,  I  mean,  exact .   I  am not  asking you to be  exact .    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  know there were e lect ions ,  but  I  do  

not  know,  I  cannot  recal l  the date.   And then once there are  

e lect ions,  we are put  in  the ca l l -up inst ruct ions of  the 

Provincia l  Commissioner and posted in  d i f ferent  areas.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The focus o f  my quest ion is  not  the 

exact  date because I  do not  expect  you to remember the  

exact  date.   The focus of  my quest ion is ,  were you a lso  par t  

o f  the cal l -up inst ruct ion around that  per iod?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  go back to  the 22 n d  where you end 10 

up wi th the keys to the safe .   We have heard evidence that  

there is  an SAP13 Clerk or  Exhib i ts  Clerk,  and tha t  is  the  

person who has keys and cont ro ls  access to where  the 

exhib i ts  a re kept  and is  eventual ly  accountable for  what  

happens to exhib i ts .   Do you accept  that  is  the posi t ion?  

Do you agree wi th  that  ev idence?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am get t ing lost ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   We have heard evidence that  

there is  an SAP13 Clerk who holds the key to the exhib i t  

room to where  the exhib i t s  are kept  and they are  20 

responsib le for  access in  and out ,  what  people are  tak ing,  

they keep a register,  and u l t imate ly they are accountable.   

I f  there are prob lems,  they have to expla in.   I f  there are 

shortages,  they have to g ive an explanat ion because they 

are responsib le for  administer ing and managing tha t .   And I  
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was checking whether  i s  that  your  understanding too about 

the cont ro l  and sa fekeeping of  exhib i ts?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A t  the pol ice stat ion?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Not  wi th  you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am just  checking ,  at  the  pol ice 

stat ion?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  wherever there is  an SAP13.   I f  you 

had an SAP13,  that  would apply to  you too,  i f  Por t  

Shepstone had a SAP13.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  un less the c i rcumstances 10 

requi re.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    L ike th is  one was a d i f ferent  type of  a  

case at  a l l ,  but  that  is  the procedure that  needs to be done.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You say d i f fe rent  in  what  way?  Why was 

th is  d i f fe rent?  Because we are deal ing wi th exhib i ts  in  a  

safe that  have been entered,  even i f  i t  is  a  day la ter,  a re  

entered in  the Port  Shepstone SAP13.   So a l l  o f  that  is  in  

p lace.   What  made th is  d i f fe rent?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  Commissioners,  remember,  20 

evidence was led  here.   We a lso test i f ied that  the exhib i ts  

were stored at  the DPCI off i ces.   And the d i f ference wi th 

th is  one,  I  am saying where the exhib i t s  were p laced at  the 

DPCI off i ces,  i t  is  l ike sor t  o f  an armoury,  that  walk - in  safe.   

Armoury,  there is  a  safe where you put  r i f les and p isto ls  and 
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o f  which a Clerk ,  somebody wi l l  be appointed to manage 

that  safe.   But  when we put  those th ings,  those f i rearms 

were removed,  those drugs were a lone there.   I  am not  sure  

i f  I  understood the quest ion.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  you are not  answer ing my quest ion.   

Why was th is  d i f ferent?  The fact  that  we know happened is  

these exhib i t s  were entered in  the Port  Shepstone SAP13,  a 

day la te,  r ight?  In  fact ,  I  th ink they are ba gged,  i f  I  am not  

mistaken,  they are ba gged on the  23 r d  and then on the 24th,  

they are then entered in  the book.   I  may be wrong there ,  10 

but  my quest ion does not  turn on that .   My quest ion is ,  the  

Port  Shepstone SAP13 have a record,  the other  ones that  

have a record of  these exhib i t s ,  r ight?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    They do not  have the key.   They do not  

have cont ro l .   They do not  have superv is ion over  access to 

these drugs and what  i s  in  fact  happening wi th them.  When 

Warrant  Off icer  Mpangase comes in ,  they have no idea what  

is  happening.   And yet ,  I  th ink the other  way that  was used 

was they are the  custodian of  these exhib i ts  because they 20 

have the key,  they are supposed to have the key,  and they 

have the SAP13.  

 That  is  the evidence we had.   And that  ev idence 

concludes and granted as a resul t  o f  p robing quest ions,  

concludes in  saying  that  because you had the key and you 
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were the one that  was author is ing who has access,  we know 

in th is  case i t  is  Mpangase,  you were the one that  is  

author is ing access to these,  you were keeping the key.   

Ul t imate ly,  you became the custod ian because nobody e lse  

had cont ro l  over  that  act iv i ty.   Do you accept  that  to  be the 

posi t ion,  to  have been the posi t ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   And then a  second 

unre lated quest ion,  General ,  and i t  goes back to your 

ear l ie r  d iscussion  about  the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion s and not  10 

anyone in  par t i cu la r,  but  i t  was that  conversat ion about  

there are many and you do not  necessar i l y  know al l  o f  them 

or  even the ones that  you know,  you do not  know chapter  

and verse.   You remember that  conversat ion ? 

 Now,  I  do not  recal l  which wi tness i t  was,  but  there  

is  a wi tness who said that  when new inst ruc t ions or  

protocols are in t roduced,  what  I  th ink i t  is  ca l led HRD or  

something,  human resources,  people responsib le for  

t ra in ing and human resources,  they go around,  they make a  

point  that  they go around to d i f ferent  s tat ions to  update 20 

basica l ly,  some k ind of  t ra in ing to  say now there is  a new 

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion ,  th is  is  what  i t  conta ins and what  i t  

requi res of  you.   Are you aware of  that  being offered?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  Commissioner.    I t  never 

happened under  my watch that  when there is  a new 
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inst ruct ion,  people are coming to  g ive us a workshop in  

re lat ion to that  speci f i c  pol i cy document .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  ja .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner s.   I  was 

moving,  General ,  to  the at tempted break - in  in  October 2021 

at  the Port  Shepstone off ices,  and that  is  quest ion  2.10 at  

page 17,  just  to  or ientate  you.   Now,  I  am interested at  page 

18.   Page 18 star ts  wi th a paragraph in  i ta l i cs and then 10 

fo l lowed in  normal  font .   That  i ta l ic  par t  s ta r ts  at  page 17,  

where you are quot ing f rom the t ranscr ip t  o f  29 June 2026 

when you appeared before the Commission .   Cor rect?  Just  

to  or ientate us.   In  response to th is  at tempted break - in  in  

October,  a t  paragraph 18 you state :  

“The inc idents re ferred to were bel ieved 

to involve homeless ind iv iduals 

at tempt ing to access food th rough the  

k i tchen area and were not  in i t ia l l y  

perceived as sophist i cated or  ta rgeted 20 

cr iminal  conduct . ”  

Do you see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am lost  where the Commission is .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  am in your LSL1.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page 17? 
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ADV SELLO SC :    Page 18.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Oh,  18.    

ADV SELLO SC :    A t  17,  i t  is  the star t  o f  your  quotat ion of  

what  you stated dur ing your test imony of  29 January.   I t  

goes over leaf  to  18.   I t  i s  in  i ta l i cs.   Then i t  is  fo l lowed by 

normal  font .   Normal  font  is  now your response to the 

Commission today.   I t  s tar ts  wi th the words,  the inc idents  

referred to were bel ieved.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  I  see.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   You say:  10 

“A t  the t ime,  they were bel ieved to 

involve homeless ind iv iduals at tempt ing 

to access food through the k i tchen area 

and were not  in i t ia l ly  perceived as 

sophist icated or  targeted cr iminal  

conduct . ”  

That  is  your  response.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.   I  want  to  a lso 

add that  here  I  th ink I  expla ined i t  expl ic i t ly  that  when you 

look at  the repor t  that  was g iven me when I  was in formed 20 

about  th is ,  a  stone was used to  break the g lass  in  the 

k i tchen area,  not  on the s i de where these people who sto le 

our  drugs came in.   I t  is  on the other  s ide.   So the  k i tchen 

window was broken.    

 There was a stone that  was ut i l i sed there.   And 
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then I  was made to understand that  these are homeless 

people who might  have been looking for  food on the s i de of  

the k i tchen because that  s i de,  you wi l l  not  be able to  come 

in there.   The door is  a wooden door.   And then ins ide,  

Colonel  Pr ins loo expla ined that  they a lso put  a cha in and a 

padlock.   There is  a bu rg lar  door ins ide.   L ike where we are 

s i t t ing here,  the burg lar  door is  not  outs ide.   I t  is  ins ide the 

door.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  fo l low you.   So my quest ion is ,  because 

of  what  you state  there,  that  d id not  e l ic i t  any react ion f rom 10 

you or  a concern  that  perhaps they should be moved and 

that  the safety of  Port  Shepstone was not  as guaranteed as 

you had or ig inal ly  been led to bel ieve.   That  never crossed 

your mind because you had unders tood that  you are deal ing 

wi th homeless ind iv iduals  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  but  what  we d iscussed wi th 

Br igadier  Nyuswa was to expedi te the invest igat ion so that  

these drugs can be moved.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And that  i s  the par t  I  was hoping you 

would reconci le  wi th your v iew of  what  t ranspi red then.   At  20 

page 17,  quot ing f rom your t ranscr ip t  o f  the 29 t h  o f  January,  

you state that  af ter  th is  at tempted break - in ,  in  the last  three 

sentences:  

“We gave d i rec t ives that  they must  

speedi ly  f ina l i se  the invest igat ion of  
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these drugs because we needed the 

sect ion 212 repor t  in  order  fo r  us to  make 

a decis ion to d ispose of  th is . ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  do not  unders tand why the need for  a  

speedy invest igat ion and d isposal  o f  the drugs would ar ise  

in  c i rcumstances where  you had understood that  th is  was 

just  an at tempt  by homeless ind iv iduals t ry ing to ge t  food to  

the k i tchen.   I  cannot  reconci le  the two.   Wi l l  you help?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Remember,  Commissioners,  the 10 

drugs,  you cannot  s ign a d isposal  o rder  i f  there  is  no 

sect ion 212 f rom the Forensic  Laboratory.   And then 

because of  th is  break - in  of  October,  we agreed wi th  

Br igadier  Nyuswa that  they must  speedi ly  f ina l ise th is .   And 

then at  that  t ime,  I  was made to understand that  Colonel  

Jacob was the IO.    

 Remember,  I  do not  assign  invest igators,  

Commissioners.   I t  is  down there  where invest igators are  

being assigned,  so  that  they must  speedi ly  f ina l i se  th is  

th ing.   Once you get  the sect ion 212,  you can s ign a  20 

d isposal  order  i f  there are no ar rests.   Normal ly,  you wi l l  get  

i t .    

 We have our  own ones that  we s ign.   And then 

when the exhib i t s  are at  the forensic lab,  they have thei r  

own pro fo rma that  you must  s ign  and d ispose of  because 



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 256  o f  286  

 

 

that  is  the posi t ion we were tak ing ,  that  th is  th ing must  be 

expedi ted.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And the th ink ing was brought  about  by  

the at tempted break - in?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And in  the absence of  obta in ing that  

sect ion 212 aff idavi t ,  you d id not  consider  perhaps moving 

the drugs in  the meant ime?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  never  crossed my mind,  

Commissioners.    10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Did you ever  conduct  any,  by you I  mean 

p lura l ,  your  off ice,  conduct  any formal  invest igat ions in to  

the at tempted break- in?  Because your response here  

states  that  they were bel ieved to be homeless people,  

perceived to be not  sophist icated or  wi th  targeted cr iminal  

in tent ion.   So that  was your th ink ing ,  but  d id you ever  

conduct ,  o r  d id your off i ce ever  conduct  invest igat ions in to 

that  actual  a t tempt?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Normal ly,  th is  type of  cases are 

invest igated by General  Detect ives.   I t  does not  fa l l  wi th in 20 

the focus area or  mandate of  the  DPCI.   So independent  

invest igators f rom the stat ions wi l l  deal  wi th  that  break - in .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Are you aware o f  whether  or  not  such an 

invest igat ion was in i t ia ted?  And I  ask because these were 

your off ices,  DPCI  off ices.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A docket  was opened and registered 

and invest igated at  the stat ion.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And what  was the outcome?  Are you 

aware?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve there  were no ar rests on  

th is  one.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And what  was the determinat ion  as to  

what  actual ly  t ranspi red?  Were you found to be cor rect  that  

the at tempt  was by homeless ind iv iduals who were t ry ing to  

get  food?  Did you get  answered one way or  the other?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A report  was sent  to  my off i ce.   That  

is  where I  made the determinat ion ,  out  of  that  report ,  f rom 

the Port  Shepstone off ice.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   And you are sat is f ied that  that  d id 

not  requi re any d isc ip l inary act ion against  any of  the DPCI  

Port  Shepstone of f icers?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV SELLO SC :    You were sat is f ied?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   I  know that  the invest igat ion of  20 

the actual  thef t  was subsequent ly  taken over  by Nat ional  

Off ice .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV SELLO SC :    And that  was in  November 2021?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    
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ADV SELLO SC :    And you d id test i fy  p reviously that  you 

have not  been kept  abreast  of  developments f rom that  

invest igat ion .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  is  now f ive years,  or  at  least  in  January  

th is  year  would  have been c lose to f ive years .   I  am 

interested to f ind out  whether  you made any enqui r ies 

consider ing that  you had subjected a l l  your  members to 

polygraph test ing.   You had concerns that  that  b reak - in  may 

have potent ia l l y  been fac i l i ta ted by  ins ider  in format ion,  and 10 

I  put  i t  no h igher.  

 In  l ight  of  such an inord inate delay in  

invest igat ions,  d id you ever  make enqui r ies wi th General  

Lebeya and to push for  an outcome to enable  you to 

determine whether  i t  i s  necessary to  take steps,  not  

cr iminal  s teps,  bu t  d isc ip l inary steps,  against  your  members 

wi th in the DPCI KZN envi ronment?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  the same quest ion 

was asked of  me in  January.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have never enqui red about  any 

progress of  whatever  because tha t  wi l l  show inter ference.   

For  me,  in  my personal  capaci ty,  I  wanted that ,  and because 

I  was a lso having  the case,  an independent  invest igat ion so  

that  whoever i s  responsib le must  be  arrested.   I  d id  not  
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want  any person to come and draw an in ference or  a  

narrat ive that  why does he want  to  know what  is  happening.    

 I  must  a lso say,  when the team that  was 

establ ished,  they were speci f ic  on the cal l -up inst ruct ion to  

whom must  they report  p rogress.   And even when they 

v is i ted KwaZulu -Nata l  to  do thei r  invest igat ions,  I  d id  not  

know whether  they are there or  not  there.   And I  was 

comfor table  wi th  that  because i t  shows independence of  

invest igat ion,  f rom my own perspect ive ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   Ear l ie r,  I  th ink Commissioner  10 

Khumalo  engaged you about  General  Mosik i l i ' s  report  and 

recommendat ions that  were made in  2021 a l ready f rom a 

d isc ip l inary point  o f  v iew.   And you stated that  you became 

aware of  that  report  to  General  Lebeya here,  dur ing th is  

Commission.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    By th is  Commission.   And I  must  

ind icate,  a l though I  am advised,  I  am compel led to  answer 

quest ions here ,  I  cannot  ta lk  to  tha t  report .    

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  you have not  heard my quest ion yet .   

I  am conf i rming what  you have said.   That  is  what  20 

…[intervenes] .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  happen to have s ight  of  that  

report  through the  Commission.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Ja.   And now you are aware that  f rom 

that  report ,  the  declassi f ied report  as you cor rect ly  

descr ibed i t ,  the recommendat ion was d isc ip l inary  

proceedings to be  in i t ia ted.   That  was in  the report .   You are 

aware now.   You were not  aware then.   You are 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  now I  am aware.   And then I  a lso 

saw in that  report ,  I  am not  sure i f  the SC is  going to ta lk  to  

that .   There is  a handwr i t ing  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    By General  Lebeya.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  le t  us d iscuss paragraph 6.   And 

we do not  know what  was the d iscussions and the outcome 

of  that .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  I  conf i rm there was that .   But  my 

in terpretat ion of  that  is  that  the comments were d i rected 

back at  General  Mosik i l i .   So,  not  for  you.   I t  is  not  for  your  

purpose.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  for  me,  but  I  want  to  br ing th is  to  

the at tent ion of  the Commission.   You see,  on tha t  report ,  

when I  read i t  a f ter  I  saw i t ,  I  d id  read i t .   I  focused there at  20 

the end wi th the  very same paragraph 6.   Beneath where  

General  Lebeya wrote,  i t  is  wr i t ten approved,  not  approved.   

Approved,  not  approved.   Approved,  not  approved.   I t  wi l l  

say 6.1,  6 .2,  6 .3 ,  6 .4.   I  cannot  remember up to what  6  

point .  
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 There is  no ind icat ion of  approval  or  non -approval  

o f  that  paragraph 6 of  the recommendat ion of  the 

d isc ip l inary invest igat ions.   That  is  what  I  saw there .   Why?  

I  cannot  expla in to  the Commission .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  would not  ask you why,  I  assure  

you.   My issue is  in  2021 a l ready,  there  was a  

recommendat ion for  d isc ip l inary processes to be in i t ia ted by  

General  Mosik i l i .   That  is  what  you have s ince le arned in  

th is  Commission.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    What  you have a lso le arned is  that  in  

response thereto  General  Lebeya d i rected to General  

Mosik i l i  that  fu r ther  engagements be had between the two 

of  them.  I  conf i rm that  i s  in  the report .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes ,  and …[ intervenes] .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  and I  am not  going to ask you about  

why General  Lebeya is  so determined now about  i t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And I  a lso  do not  know why they 

never deal t  wi th  those d isc ip l inary act ions in  these f ive 

years.    20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Now we come here,  a l l  o f  a  sudden 

we are charged because i t  came here.   I  th ink the 

Commission must  a lso,  I  want  to  request ,  I  cannot  g ive  

d i rect ive to  the Commission,  that  that  must  a lso be looked 
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a t  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  conf i rm …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As much as we are to ld you fa i led to 

comply wi th one,  two,  th ree,  that  must  a lso be looked at .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  conf i rm.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  my humble submission.    

ADV SELLO SC :    That  is  fo r  General  Lebeya to expla in to  

the Commissioners.   I  am not  requi r ing of  you to do so.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    The quest ion I  was going to ask is ,  10 

remember ing your engagements  wi th General  Lebeya 's 

off ice regard ing the a l leged conduct  of  Warrant  Off icer  

Sander and the  to ing and f ro ing,  you never had an 

opportuni ty  to  have an engagement  wi th General  Lebeya on 

the d isc ip l inary aspects of  th is  par t icu la r  invest igat ion  by 

General  Mosik i l i .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.   Remember,  I  have never seen 

th is  report  unt i l  I  was provided by the Commission  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  no,  sorry.   I  was saying about  the 20 

issues,  not  necessar i l y  the report .   You never had 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The issue …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    General  Lebeya  never contacted you or  

engaged wi th you regard ing the d isc ip l inary  issues ar is ing  
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f rom that  b reak- in .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  he never spoke to me wi th regard 

to that  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Never communicated wi th you at  a l l?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The only th ing I  know,  I  saw in the 

newspaper that  General  Mosik i l i  was appointed to  do the 

invest igat ion around the whole th ing.   Maybe hence that  

report  was produced.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   I  th ink,  Chai r,  that  would take care 

of  my quest ions for  General  Senona,  unless Commissioners 10 

have quest ions fo r  the wi tness.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Se l lo .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  just  the last  quest ion,  the last  

in teract ion that  I  had wi th you about  you having the key,  

tak ing the key for  the exhib i t s .   You said th is  was a d i f ferent  

s i tuat ion.   I  th ink that  is  the language you used.   And I  

asked what  was the d i f ference.    

 I  do not  recal l  that  you responded to that ,  and 

maybe i t  is  because of  how I  car r ied on in  pursuing a 

d i f ferent  aspect  o f  what  I  wanted to d iscuss.   Can you just  20 

expla in what  you considered to be d i f ferent  in  th is  case  that  

–  ja ,  maybe le t  me stop there.   What  d id you consider  to  be 

d i f ferent  here?  And we are ta lk ing speci f ica l ly  about  you 

tak ing custody of  the keys.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  because the 541kg of  suspected 
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Cocaine was stored there.   And i f  I  d id  not  take possession  

of  the keys,  i t  i s  a  50 /50 cash,  Commissioner,  why you 

never took the keys.   You know th is  is  the  value of  these 

drugs.   Or now,  why you took the  keys ?  I  am say ing i t  is  

d i f ferent  based on what  I  am t ry ing  to expla in now,  

Commissioner.   I  am not  sure i f  i t  does make sense.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  do not  see how th is  is  d i f fe rent  f rom 

any other  exhib i ts .   Remember,  I  s tar ted by saying that  you 

have an Exhib i t  Clerk,  an SAP13 Clerk,  who is  responsib le  

to  keep a register.   They keep the register  of  what  is  in  the  10 

safe or  in  the exhib i t  room.  They keep a register  of  the 

movements in  and out .    

 And f rom that  perspect ive,  these are typ ica l  

exhib i ts .   There is  no d i f ference.   And so when you say i t  is  

d i f ferent ,  and tha t  expla ins why you took the key,  i t  is  that  

par t  that  I  am asking.   We are deal ing wi th exhib i ts  in  an  

exhib i t  room that  have been entered in  another  stat ion,  in  a 

stat ion ’s  SAP13,  Port  Shepstone,  and where that  key could  

have remained,  and that  Clerk,  the Exhib i t  Clerk  in  that  

s tat ion,  would have been responsib le for  the movements,  20 

keeping a register,  and,  and,  and.   So why do you,  why do 

you say th is  was d i f ferent?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  th ink we stored the  

drugs at  the DPCI off ices.   I f  they were stored at  the pol ice  

stat ion,  I  would not  have taken the keys.   The d ist inct ion,  
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Commissioner,  is  that  the exhib i ts  were stored a t  DPCI  

off ices,  not  at  a  pol i ce stat ion.   Hence,  I  am saying what  I  

have said,  o r  maybe I  have said i t  wrong or  what ,  bu t  that  is  

the d ist inct ion.   That  is  why I  am saying th is  is  a,  what ,  

what  was my word?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you are d i f ferent  just  by locat ion,  

that  the exhib i t s  were in  a d i f fe rent  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  a DPCI off ice .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you accept  a proposi t ion that  i f  they 

were stored at  the DPCI off i ce and the key was where  the 

SAP13 register  was,  wi th  the  SAP13 Clerk of  Port  

Shepstone,  when Warrant  Off i cer  requi red access,  as he 

d id,  which you fac i l i ta ted because accord ing to Br igadier  

Nyuswa,  you wou ld inst ruct  h im on the 23 r d  and 24 t h  to  ca l l  

Colonel  Pr ins loo  and in form him that  Warrant  Off icer  

Mpangase is  coming.   You could have done that  wi th  Port  

Shepstone,  wi th  the Port  Shepstone SAP13 Clerk,  who 

would have accompanied those people to  your DPCI off ice,  20 

see what  they do,  and then make h is ent r ies in  h is  records 

that  he keeps as an SAP13 register ?  Do you accept  the 

proposi t ion that  i t  would have happened that  way?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am t ry ing to unders tand i t ,  

Commissioner,  but  when they s ign out  those exhib i ts ,  the  
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SAP13 Clerk at  the stat ion is  ou t  of  context .   Whoever 

s igned for  them takes responsib i l i ty.   Now,  hence I  am 

saying th is  was d i f ferent  because I  be l ieve,  I  might  be  

incorrect ,  but  I  be l ieve that  af ter  these exhib i ts  were 

booked at  the SAP13 at  Port  Shepstone Pol ice Stat ion,  they 

s igned them out  and they were p laced at  the DPCI off ices.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  that  is  not  the sequence.   The 

sequence …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  you have got  the sequence wrong.   10 

What  happened is  f rom Is ip ingo these were taken on the 

22 n d  to  Port  Shepstone,  your  off ices,  DPCI  Port  Shepstone .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then on the 23 r d ,  they were then 

entered in  the Port  Shepstone SAP13 in  the absence of  the 

Clerk,  o f  that  Clerk.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    They were entered,  and then the  

register  returned.   So somebody col lected the regis ter  and 

then completed at  the DPCI Port  Shepstone off ices and then 20 

returned i t  to  the,  to  the Port  Shepstone Clerk,  SAP13 

Clerk.    

 And on the 24 t h ,  when they went  to ,  they say to  

take samples,  that  is  what  we have h eard,  the same 

sequence happened.   They went  and completed the  SAP13 
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reg ister  that  we have come,  we went  and took samples ,  but  

that  Clerk was never there wi th them.  So you just  had 

Mpangase and whoever accompanied h im,  maybe Van den 

Berg,  accord ing to Pr ins loo,  and a l l  DPCI  off ices,  the Clerk 

never had s ight  of  the exhib i ts  and of  the sampl ing when 

they say they went  to  take samples.    

 So the s imple point  I  am real ly  put t ing to you is  that  

i t  seems to me that  there was noth ing d i f fe rent ,  and you 

may have made the decis ion,  you say you made the  

decis ion because at  the t ime that  is  what  seemed to make, 10 

to be the appropr ia te th ing to do.  

 Maybe that  is  how you thought  about  i t ,  but  I  am 

saying,  what  I  am put t ing to you is ,  wel l ,  these are exhib i t s  

l ike other  exhib i ts .   In  a safe,  which has a key,  entered in  a 

pol ice stat ion 's  SAP13 where there is  a Clerk,  and there  

was no reason real ly  other  than how you thought  about  i t .   

There was no impediment  to  fo l lowing the normal  process 

where you would  have cal led the  SAP13 Clerk and say,  

a l low Mpangase to go and open fo r  th is  purpose ,  and then 

that  process would p lay i tse l f  out .   But  wi th  the SAP13 20 

register,  ra ther  Clerk involved in  th is ,  there was no 

impediment  fo r  that ,  except  tha t  you thought  about  i t  

d i f ferent ly.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  have heard  what  the  

Commissioner i s  saying.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And I  was not  100% aware of  what  

the Commissioner has just  expla ined to me ,  but  now I  

understand.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  i f  that  is  what  happened,  there  

was no need that  I  take the keys.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  they never s igned fo r  the  exhib i t s  

out  of  the SAP13.   My impression was that  they s igned them 10 

out .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  was my impression.   Thank you,  

Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And then one last  quest ion f rom 

me,  and i t  may be that  I  missed i t .   You,  or  another  w i tness,  

but  I  th ink i t  is  you ,  you have g iven us a l i s t  o f  the off icers  

that  underwent  the polygraph tes t .   Remember,  f rom your  

previous evidence,  you d id say that  you requested your 

super ior  to  subjec t  your  subord inates.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    We know f rom Br igadier  Nyuswa that  he 

was not  subjected to a polygraph test .   And the l is t  that  you 

have g iven us does not  conta in h is  name ei ther.   And he 

was asked the quest ion in  the same way that  we asked you 
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in  January.   He was asked,  why d id you not  undergo a 

polygraph test?   

 And he said,  I  do not  know,  ask my super io r.   

E ffect ive ly,  that  is  what  he said.   I  d id  not  ask  for  a 

polygraph test ,  but  i f  I  had been to ld to  go fo r  a polygraph 

test ,  I  would have done so.   I t  is  my super ior 's  decis ion.   

What  i s  the reason that  you d id not  inc lude h im in the l is t  o f  

people to  undergo a polygraph test?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  must  say i t  was an 

overs ight  on my s ide because he is  the one who gave me 10 

the name l i s t  o f  the people  and I  never real ised he is  not  

par t  o f  i t .   Remember,  they fa l l  under h is  d i rect  superv is ion,  

a l l  these people.   I  th ink that  i s  an  overs ight  on my s ide not  

to  check,  where are you here?  Yes,  Commissioner.   Thank 

you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    One last ,  last  quest ion.   I  just  

remembered i t ,  sor ry.   When Colonel  Jacob test i f ied,  and I  

th ink i t  was about  the polygraph again,  the polygraph test ,  

he expla ined that ,  and he had le f t  me wi th the impression,  

unt i l  I  saw your  l is t  o f  people that  underwent  the polygraph.   20 

He had le f t  me,  and maybe I  misunderstood h is ev idence,  

wi th  the impression that  Warrant  Off icer  Mpangase d id not  

undergo a polygraph because he resigned.    

 In  fact ,  he d id no t  use the word  resign.   He said i t  

was known,  i t  was widely known,  that  Mpangase had put  in  
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a  request  a l ready for  ear ly  ret i rement .   I  th ink he said ear ly  

ret i rement .   Yes,  he was te l l ing everybody in  the off ice.   Did  

you ever  become aware of  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  I  am aware of ,  Warrant  Off icer  

Mpangase resigned f rom the pol ice .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  I  th ink dur ing the process of  us  

engaging in  the  issue of  the l i s t  o f  members that  must  

undergo the polygraph,  he has a l ready resigned f rom the 

pol ice.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He was no more a  member.   

Remember …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He does undergo the polygraph test ,  he 

does.   You had h im in the l i s t ,  accord ing to th is  l i s t .   You 

had h im in the l is t ,  and he was examined.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  fact ,  the documents  that  you have 

g iven us,  they say he fa i led the  test .   But  I  am more 

in terested in  the  c i rcumstances of  h im leaving,  because 20 

Colonel  Jacob presented i t  as anyway he was on the way 

out  because he is  ret i r ing.   And your request  for  people to  

go for  a polygraph,  the document  that  you have g iven us,  

that  l i s t ,  I  th ink  i t  is  dated the  23 r d  o r  thereabouts of  

November.   And then you have a handwr i t ten note that  
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Mpangase has tendered h is res ignat ion wi th immediate  

effect ,  or  effect ive the 1 s t  o f  December.   Do you remember  

that  note?  That  that  i s  how i t  happened?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  remember  that  there were two l is ts ,  

Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  thank you fo r  reminding me that  

Mpangase was par t  and parcel  o f  that ,  because i t  i s  a  long 

t ime ago.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  I  know there were two l i s ts  that  I  

have s igned and sent  fo r  the appl icat ion ,  but  I  d id  not  know 

the outcome of  the polygraph test .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Who passed,  who d id not  pass,  i t  was 

never brought  under my at tent ion.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  you conf i rmed that  h is  departure 

was as a resul t  o f  res ignat ion,  not  ret i rement ,  because 

Jacob said he was ret i r ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Accord ing to my in format ion,  he  20 

resigned,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Thank you,  General .   Thank you,  

Chai r.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  very quick ly,  can we just  

complete the issue of  the break - in  in  October?  And I  am 
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do ing th is  because Br igadier  Nyuswa gave evidence.   

Remember,  he has a statement ,  and then in  the course of  

our  asking h im quest ions,  he sa id cer ta in th ings.   And I  

be l ieve you watched h is test imony.   You probably know what  

he said.  

 But  I  want  to  star t  wi th ,  you say when the 

suspected Cocaine was taken to Port  Shepstone and stored 

there,  you bel ieve that  i t  was sa fe,  the off ice where the 

suspected Cocaine was stored.   So in  June,  your  bel ie f  was 

that  i t  was safe to  store them there.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   Now,  in  October when the 

break- in  happens,  d id your v iew change?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  real ly,  but  we ind icated that  th is  

invest igat ion must  be expedi ted.   The reason was that  the  

way the report  came out  to  me is  that  i t  was homeless 

people.   I t  i s  a  stone that  was ut i l ised on the  k i t chen 

window.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So they never gained access through 

the window.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  there  was no access gained,  

Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   And then Br igadier  Nyuswa 

says,  for  the f i rs t  t ime Colonel  Pr ins lo o voiced concerns 

about  the  safety of  the  suspected Cocaine exhib i t s  in  the 
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s to reroom.   So i t  is  Pr ins loo who ra ised the issue wi th  

Br igadier  Nyuswa.   Br igadier  Nyuswa says he then ra ised 

the issue wi th you.    

 So I  want  to  know,  when the issue was ra ised wi th 

you,  what  d id you do about  i t?   Because you now to ld that  

there is  a concern that  th is  Cocaine is  not  safe where i t  is  

s to red,  o r  at  least  there are concerns about  i ts  safety.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  i t  was never ra ised 

wi th me,  th is  concerns of  L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr ins lo o.   

Even in  h is  statements,  L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr ins loo ,  there 10 

are three that  he made ,  he never ra ised that  w i th  me.   

Br igadier  Nyuswa never ra ised i t  wi th  me.   There is  a 

statement  that  we have at tached here that  he made 

immediate ly af te r  the inc ident .  

 The only th ing he ra ised wi th me was th is  b reak - in .   

I  was in formed by h im,  and he gave me that  report  that  

came f rom Colonel  Pr ins loo about  the October break - in .   

And I  be l ieve that  I  gave them a leeway of  a b i t  

independence in  the i r  sect ions  because you cannot  

micromanage your senior  managers .    20 

 These Br igadiers,  there are f ive under my 

superv is ion,  and one Colonel .   So you cannot  micromanage 

these people.   You wi l l  have a prob lem somet imes when you 

have to deal  wi th  per fo rmance  …[in tervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So your shor t  answer is  Br igadier  



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 274  o f  286  

 

 

Nyuswa d id not  ra ise the issue.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He never ra ised i t  wi th  me,  

Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l l  r ight .   I  do not  know i f  Chai r  is  

going to ra ise th is .   Ear l ier  today,  you wanted to refer  to  the 

photos,  but  you were to ld that  we are st i l l  coming to that .   I  

do not  know i f  you st i l l  want  that  opportuni ty,  or  you are 

content  wi th  the answers you have g iven.   You wanted to 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi th speci f ic  reference to the safe.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   I  wanted them to f lag these 

photos of  the gr ind ing ,  but  I  th ink in  the process,  I  managed 

to address that  i t  is  insane fo r  a  person to  open the  safe  

wi th the key and come and gr ind double.   I  wanted to show 

i f  they can d isp lay  me that  p ic ture here.   I  wanted to  

ind icate to  the Commissioners,  because now the people of  

the count ry bel ieve I  s to le the drugs ,  and I  d id  not ,  and I  d id  

not  par t ic ipate d i rect ly  o r  ind i rect ly  in  the thef t  o f  these 

drugs.    

 And I  am pain ing ins ide because people came here  20 

and test i f ied,  Commissioners,  that  they know who.   I f  I  was 

par t  o f  the invest igat ion,  I  know I  can bet  wi th  my l i fe  I  

would have arrested by now.   Knowing mysel f  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Whi le  they are put t ing them up,  i t  is  
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not  so insane.   And I  am ra is ing th is  s imply as a possib i l i ty.   

I  am not  suggest ing  that  th is  i s  what  in  fact  happened.   I t  i s 

not  so insane i f  what  you are t ry ing  to do is  to  stage a thef t .   

And I  am ra is ing  th is  wi th you because I  am sure you wi l l  

remember  that  Br igadier  Nyuswa in  h is  statement  sa id he 

suspected that  the whole th ing was staged  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am sure you saw that  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  I  am only  ra is ing i t  in  that  context  10 

to g ive you,  to  be  fa i r  to  you,  the opportuni ty  to  respond to 

that  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  was not  there,  so I  am not  going to 

suggest  that  i t  happened th is  way or  that  way,  but  there are  

many possib i l i t ies .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence,  I  am asking the  

Commissioners,  le t  us d isp lay the photos.   Let  me respond 

whi le  the photos are here  because I  s t i l l  be l ieve i t  i s  

insane.   You see,  when you look a t  the ground on the f loor  20 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Apologies,  General ,  may I  jus t  p lace 

them on record fo r  purpose of  the t ranscr ip t?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    These appear  f rom page 42 of  your  
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supplementary statement  to  page 51.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.   The Commissioners in  

January,  they were having b lack and whi te photos.   And 

then I  d isp layed colour  photos.   Look at  –  can I  s tand up,  

Commissioner?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Except  you cannot  speak away f rom the 

mic.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  come back.   I  wi l l  come back 

and speak.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    As long as you are not  going to speak 

whi ls t  you are there because th is  just  might  not  capture 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  want  to  point  cer ta in  th ings 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  might  just  not  capture your vo ice.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.   Commissioners ,  hence,  I  s t i l l  

s tand by my poin t  that  i t  is  insane.   When you look at  that  

door,  you can see even when they zoom i t  that  the cut t ing is 

f rom outs ide.   And you can see that  i f  a  person was having 20 

a key –  le t  us say,  for  a rgument 's  sake,  i t  is  me who is  

going there to steal .   I  am having a  key.  

 I  wi l l  open and take whatever I  want  to  take and 

leave.   I  never staged th is  th ing.   And I  do not  bel ieve th is  

is  a staged th ing.   Hardened cr iminals came and sto le th is  
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Cocaine.   They gr inded th is  th ing there on top.   They 

ground i t  a t  the bot tom.   And then go back to the f i rs t  one.   

Ja,  look at  on the f loor  there next  to  that  th ing that  looks 

l ike a chai r.   I t  is  a  mechanism that  was there ,  the  locking 

mechanism.    

 A lso here ,  these are the mechanisms of  the locking  

system of  th is  sa fe.   The way I  observed i t  when I  v is i ted 

the cr ime scene ,  Commissioners.   And f rom where I  am 

s i t t ing,  there is  no way that  a person wi l l  s tage a th ing and 

come and open and then you are l is tening to the owner of  10 

the bui ld ing when he te l l s  you th is  th ing cannot  be 

breached.   This safe …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  of  the bui ld ing,  of  the safe  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The owner of  the bui ld ing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  i t  is  the bui ld ing.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  the  owner  of  the bui ld ing  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The bui ld ing  …[intervenes] .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner  …[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am sorry,  that  i s  t rue.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SELLO SC :    This safe has got  a ser ia l  number,  n  

umber one.   This safe has got  the SABS approval .   Now,  the 
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invest igators,  I  expected that  by now they sha l l  have 

received an expert  report  that  wi l l  e i ther  conf i rm or  d ispute 

what  Br igadier  Nyuswa was coming to say here.   You cannot  

just  by a naked eye come and say th is  th ing was staged ,  he  

was surpr ised.   This i s  a 20 mi l l i l i t re  th ickness of  a  s teel .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Mi l l imet re.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  mi l l imet re.   Thank you,  

Commissioner.   So,  f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  when I  got  out  

of  the col lege,  I  never worked uni form branch.   I  was an 

invest igator.   And in  my CV,  I  depic ted my t ra in ings.   This i s  10 

a real  c r ime scene.   They broke and gr inded th is  th ing.   And 

i t  is  somebody who is  an expert  in  the safe cut t ing.   I t  is  not  

an  ord inary person that  you can come wi th gr inders and 

then you gr ind.  

 I t  is  somebody who has got  knowledge on how to 

come and cut .   Look at  the th ickness.   Hence,  ear l ier  you 

asked me,  why are you ta lk ing about  the sound,  the  noise,  

and everyth ing.   I  was t ry ing to br ing in to perspect ive that  

you want  to  r isk to  be arrested and everyth ing and so fo r th 

whereas you have a  key.   No,  th is  was never staged.   The 20 

people who came here and say they bel ieve i t  was staged or  

i t  was done by design,  I  to ta l l y  d isagree wi th them.  

 This is  a cr ime scene.   This  is  the locking  

mechanism.   This safe was gr inded open.   I t  was never 

opened by a  key.   I  conclude my response to you  
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…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    May I  pose a quest ion,  General?  Looking 

at  the ser ies of  photographs,  what  speci f i ca l l y  te l l s  us that  

the gr ind ing happened wi th the door c losed and locked as 

opposed to the door open?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV SELLO SC :    What  te l ls  us that ,  looking  at  the 

p ictures?  And I  ask because i f  we go to the f i rs t  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Go to the f i rs t  p ic tu re …[ intervenes] .  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  you go to the  f i rs t ,  the same outcome 

could be achieved wi th the door c losed or  open.   Is  that  not  

the case?  Because what  you are saying would seem to 

suggest  that  you cannot  achieve that  outcome wi th the door  

open.   You can on ly achieve i t  wi th  the door c losed.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A l low me to  say,  to  use th is  word for  

lack of  a  bet ter  word,  an imbeci le  wi l l  do these th ings af te r  

he opens the safe  wi th the key.   On ly an imbeci le .    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  accept  that ,  bu t  looking at  the p ictu res,  

what  te l l s  the Commission that  th is  was done wi th the door  20 

c losed and locked and def in i te ly  not  open?  Is  there 

anyth ing in  par t icu la r?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  t rue.   They d id th is  th ing whi le  

the door was c losed and locked.   When I  inspected af ter  the 

cr ime scene managers and everyth ing have done 
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everyth ing,  when we go back wi th  General  Mosik i l i ,  I  th ink 

she came a day a f ter.   You wi l l  rea l ise when you look ins ide 

there,  af ter  gr ind ing th is  th ing,  that  mechanism was a lso 

cut .   And then you wi l l  be able to  push those th ings so that  

the h inges,  not  h inges,  there is  th is  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The ledge.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    The ledge.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The ledge,  thank you.   That  prot rude 

f rom the door to  the wal l  was removed af ter  these th ings 10 

were cut .   You wi l l  be able to  open i t  once you have cut  th is  

th ing.   I t  is  no t  a key that  was ut i l i sed.   I  want  to  

categor ica l l y  s tate that ,  Commissioners,  i t  is  not  a key  and I  

was never involved in  the so -cal led staging of  th is  c r ime 

scene.    

 I  am a pol ice  off i cer.   I  took an oath .   And then I  am 

also wi l l ing that  these people must  be arrested.   They came 

here,  cer ta in people,  to  test i fy  before you,  Commissioners,  

and say they have a l is t  o f  peop le who commit ted these 

th ings.   Why are we not  to ld  about  those l i s ts?  The 20 

invest igators that  were appointed a f ter  th is  Commiss ion has 

g iven a f i rs t  repor t .   Why are they not  p robing th is  th ing and 

ensur ing that  these people are arrested so that  we can get  

c losure to th is?   

 Now I  am here s i t t ing,  expla in ing these th ings.   I f  
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they do thei r  due d i l igence,  whoever says somebody came 

to the province and in formed the  management ,  I  do  not  

know who and when,  but  i t  is  no t  me who was in formed 

about  that  l is t  o f  the suspect .   I  do not  know them.  And 

then the issue,  the narrat ive of  that  these suspects are 

l inked to management ,  not  me.   I  vehement ly  deny that  I  am 

l inked to the suspect .    

 I  do not  even know who they are.   I  do not  know 

why are they drawing that  nar rat ive that  they are l inked to 

management .   And who are they re ferr ing to when they say 10 

management?  One wi tness,  Commissioner Khumalo  t r ied to  

poke h im,  and then he said I  cannot  say that  i t  wi l l  

eventual ly  outcome.  

 So,  Commissioners,  my heart  i s  s t i l l  b leeding wi th  

th is  death.   I  want  to  see a c losure here.   The way th is  th ing 

happened is  l ike I  have lost  a  son or  a ch i ld .   I f  you lose a 

ch i ld ,  i t  is  not  an easy th ing to c lose.   This happened under 

my watch.   I t  is  a  so re that  is  no t  yet  healed.   I t  is  s t i l l  

b leeding to today.   And I  am praying day and n ight  that  the 

people who are responsib le must  be  brought  to  book.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  and th is  is  just  a  comment ,  

real ly.   A t  the very least ,  and th is  is  f rom your evidence in  

January and today,  but  a lso the evidence of  a l l  the other  

members who were involved,  who have expressed the v iew,  

as you have done in  January,  that ,  and I  paraphrase,  th is  i s 
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an ins ide job as in  in fo rmat ion having been shared.    

 I  mean,  i t  seems to me i t  is  a  fa i r  comment  to  say 

the t rust -based work ing re lat ionship seems to be terr ib ly  

misplaced,  at  least  wi th in the people that  you have been 

work ing wi th on th is ,  that  everyth ing that  was done on the 

basis of  t rust ,  because you c lear ly  are suspic ious o f  each 

other,  r ight?  

 Others are saying  these people are  l inked to senior  

management ,  ask  senior  management .   The landlord sa id 

the door cannot  be breached.   You have said  to  us 10 

previously that  in format ion came f rom ins ide.   You suspect  

i t  came f rom ins ide.   So i t  sounds l ike your work ing  

envi ronment  is  an envi ronment  of  d is t rust ,  basica l ly.   

Everybody d ist rusts everyone.   That  i s  i t .   That  i s  a fa i r  

submission.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i t  is  a  fa i r  submission 

based on what  t ranspi red  here on th is  mat ter,  because an 

outs ider  wi l l  never  know the layout  of  those off i ces.   A 

person who knows that  p lace proper ly  wi l l  know tha t  i f  you 

come in here,  you wi l l  fa l l  here,  and you come in here,  you 20 

wi l l  fa l l  in  here.  

 I  do not  have ev idence,  but  I  am saying i t  is  an  

ins ide job.   Somebody sold the in format ion.   When these 

people are arrested,  they must  be asked,  who gave you th is 

job,  so that  we can get  c losure.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Chai r,  before  you c lose,  I  th ink,  in  

fa i rness to  General  Senona,  Commissioner  Baloy i  engaged 

h im about  the SAP13,  the P ort  Shepstone SAP13 ent ry.   We 

are going to f l igh t  i t .   For  the record,  i t  is  CJC258 in  the 

exhib i ts .   We do not  need to go  there.   I  just  want  to  

h ighl ight  one th ing.    

 General  Senona had said,  in  h is  understanding,  

they were booked in to P ort  Shepstone SAP13 and booked 10 

out ,  and Commissioner Baloy i  had a  d i f ferent  

understanding.   Now,  we wi l l  scro l l  to  the end of  that  

SAP13.   In  ye l low,  there is  an ent ry there under 6 .1.   You 

see,  General?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  has got  the date of  24 -06-2021.   I tems 

3.1 to  3.31.   I f  we go back,  i t  i s  a l l  the bags,  you see,  taken 

for  invest igat ion and s igned by Warrant  Off icer  Mpangase.   

So your understanding was correct  that  they were a lso  

booked in  and booked out  in  the  Port  Shepstone SAP13 20 

register.   You see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see the s ignature of  Warrant  Off icer  

Mpangase on 6.3.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   The compl icat ion here,  of  course,  

that  ar ises is  that  now they are reta ined somewhere ,  except 



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 284  o f  286  

 

 

in  an author ised space,  because f i rs t ly,  they are sa id to  be 

taken for  invest igat ion,  which d id not  happen,  and secondly,  

they are stored e lsewhere other  than a pol ice stat ion under 

the cont ro l  o f  an SAP Clerk .   Just  a comment  I  make.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  SC.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much,  General .   You are  

excused.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Conf i rmed,  Chai r.   Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  God.   Too la te in  the game.   I t  is  two 

minutes past  seven.   Apologies.   Do you wish  to re -

examine?   

ADV MPOFU SC :    Just ,  i f  you can just  g ive me one second.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just ,  what  we do here in  te rms of  process 

is  to  ask up f ront  what  the re -examinat ion is  going to be on,  

just  the broad issues,  not  quest ion by quest ion.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The broad …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes,  that  wi l l  not  be necessary,  20 

Chai rperson.   We are very sat is f ied.   We have noth ing  more 

to c lar i fy.   The quest ions f rom the Commissioners have sor t  

o f  covered.   The one issue we wanted to c la r i fy  was th is  

issue about  the SAP13,  but  I  th ink  whether  i t  was done only 

at  Is ip ingo or  Port  Shepstone as wel l ,  but  I  th ink that  last  



     19 JUNE 2026 – DAY 122 

Page 285  o f  286  

 

 

issue covered i t .   So,  we have noth ing,  happi ly  noth ing to  

add.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV MPOFU SC :    On th is  Fr iday evening.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mpofu.   Again,  thank you 

very much,  General .   We resume at  09:30 on Monday.  

ADV SELLO SC :    On Monday,  09:30,  yes,  Chai r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Let  us adjourn unt i l  then.  

ADV MPOFU SC :    Yes.  

INQUIRY POSTPONED TO 22 JUNE 2026  10 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 

 

 


