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PROCEEDINGS ON 12 AUGUST 2026  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Mr Chaskalson.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Morning,  Chai r .   Thank you,  

Chai r .   Today 's wi tness is  Mr Len Barnabas John .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Mr John.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Good morning,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi l l  you be swear ing or  af f i rming ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  am swear ing,  Commissioner .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 10 

t ruth .   I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r igh t  hand and say,  “So help 

me God ” .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    So help me God.  

LEN BARNABAS JOHN    (du ly sworn states)  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

EXAMINATION-IN-CHIEF BY ADV CHASKALSON SC :    

Thank you,  Mr John.   I  just  want  to  check that  you have the 

same f i les as me in  f ront  of  you.   So there shou ld be a 

smal l i sh f i le  ca l led wi tness statement .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then a bundle of  exhib i ts  that  

runs to about  1,430 pages .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps,  not  that  we do i t  consistent ly ,  



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 2  o f  129  

 

 

Mr Chaskalson,  i f  perhaps you could just  ind icate for  the 

record that  we have stepped of f ,  even i f  just  for  a wh i le ,  the 

IDAC st ream and that  we are star t ing on a new st ream and 

you ident i fy  i t .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes.   Chai r ,  we have indeed 

stepped of f  the IDAC st ream.   We wi l l  s tep back on br ie f l y  

on Fr iday,  but  Mr John is  going to be the f i rs t  wi tness in  

re lat ion to a top ic  deal ing wi th gangs in  the greater  Durban 

area and the possib le pol ice involvement  in  the act iv i t ies of  

these gangs.   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  Mr John,  we need you f i rs t  

to  conf i rm the cor rectness of  your  statement ,  but  be fore we 

do so,  I  know f rom our d iscussions that  you need to correct  

cer ta in of  the f igures that  appear on page 27 and page 28 .    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :   That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And can you just  take us th rough 

the correct ion,  s ta r t ing wi th 66.3.1 .   The f igure there  

current ly  says R2,053,650.00.   What  should that  be  

corrected to?  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  i t  should be cor rected 

to R2,343,050.00,  2034350 dash 00.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    2034350.    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then over  the page on page 28,  
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the aggregate f igure at  paragraph 66.4  …[intervenes] .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    What  should that  be cor rected 

to?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The cor rected f igure is  

2,414,150.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And the f igure at  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    P lease say that  again?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    2 ,414,150.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And the f igure  at  page,  in  the  10 

next  paragraph,  66.5?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The f igure shou ld read 

2,712,612,  2,712,612.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And,  yes,  subject  to  those 

correct ions,  do you conf i rm t ha t  the contents of  your  

statement  are t rue and correct ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :   That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then can we star t  a t  page 1 of  

your  statement  and can you descr ibe to the Commissioner,  

as you do in  the statement ,  who you are,  what  your  job is ,  20 

and how you came to be cal led in to  th is  Commission .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  Commissioner,  my fu l l  

names is  Len Barnabas  John.   

 “ I  am an adul t  male and Deputy D i rector  

in  Invest igat ion  that  i s  at tached to the 
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Independent  Pol i ce Invest igat ive  

Di rectorate in  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  s i tua ted at  

the Mar ine Bui ld ing ,  22 Dorothy Nyembe 

Street ,  Durban.   The contents of  the  

statement  are  wi th in my personal  

knowledge,  save where the cont rary 

appears,  f rom the context  hereof ,  and are 

to the best  of  my bel ie f  both t rue and 

correct .   Where I  re ly  on in format ion f rom 

other  persons,  I  do ind icate,  or  the 10 

context  so shows.   Where I  make 

reference to legal  p rescr ip ts  and 

conclusions there f rom,  I  do so based on 

my understanding of  the legal  p rescr ip ts,  

in  par t icu la r  the Independent  Pol ice 

Invest igat ive Di rectorate Act ,  1  of  2011,  

the IPID Act ,  the South Af r ican Pol ice 

Serv ice Act ,  Act  68  of  1995,  the  SAPS 

Act ,  and the Cr im inal  Procedure  Act ,  Act  

51 of  1997,  the CPA Act . ”  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  Mr John,  before  we go 

fur ther ,  i f  you go to page 36 of  that  same f i le ,  there is  a 

document ,  i t  is  your  curr icu lum vi tae .   Wi l l  you conf i rm that  

i t  is  cor rect  and is  there anyth ing  that  you would want  to  

h ighl ight  in  re lat ion to that  cur r icu lum vi tae ?  I  mean,  you 



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 5  o f  129  

 

 

do not  have to h ighl ight  anyth ing,  i t  speaks fo r  i tse l f .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  i t  speaks fo r  i tse l f ,  that  

is  cor rect .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then at  page 2,  paragraph 6,  you 

speak about  cer ta in task teams .   Can you just  descr ibe what  

they are and how they came under your at tent ion ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  the th ree task  

teams that  have been ident i f ied ha s been 

implemented to combat  c r imes commit ted 

wi th in the i l l i c i t  drug indust ry,  the cash in  10 

t ransi t  he ist ,  and the tax i  indust ry .   And 

these task teams,  the one task team was 

under Capta in Deenadayalan Govender ,  

who is  known as Deena.   The second 

task team was Co lonel  Khal i t shwayo,  and 

the th i rd task team was under Capta in  

Pedro Rodr iguez,  but  Pedro Rodr iguez 

worked in terchangeably wi th the  three 

task teams.   These task teams came 

under our  focus when we star ted to  20 

invest igate the number of  pol ice k i l l ings 

under the  hands of  the pol ice,  which is  

invest igated under the mandate of  IPID, 

sect ion 28(1) (b) ,  which ind icates that  

IPID must  invest igat e any deaths as a 
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resul t  o f  po l i ce ac t ion. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And you  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You said pol ice k i l l i ngs,  you meant  

k i l l ings by pol ice .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  pol i ce ,  deaths as a resul t  

o f  po l i ce act ion .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And do you know how these task 

teams are const i tu ted?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    In  fact ,  there is  a very grey 10 

area on how these task teams are const i tu ted.   In  the 

invest igat ion,  we have ident i f ied that  the task team that  was 

under the command of  Colonel  Khal i t shwayo was formed 

under the Provincia l  Commissioner,  that  is  L ieutenant  

General  Mkhwanazi .   The task team that  was under  Deena 

Govender,  L ieutenant  Colonel  Deena Govender ,  there is  a  

grey area because he fa l l s  under the DPCI .   And when h is  

Commander was contacted,  Br igadier  Nyuswa,  Br igadier  

Nyuswa indicated that  the task team does not  fa l l  under  

h im.   20 

 So,  actual ly  the  task team, Br igadier  Nyuswa 

indicated that  the task team fe l l  under  General ,  Major  

General  Senona or  L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi .   So,  I  

th ink L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi  wi l l  be able to  g ive  

fur ther  deta i l s  on  how the task team was formed ,  because 
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on every shoot ing that  took p lace wi th th is  task  teams,  

major i t y  of  the shoot ings,  L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi  

used to make press statements  and address the press 

regard ing those shoot ings.   So,  our  understanding is  that  

the task teams fe l l  under L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then the th i rd one ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The th i rd task team, as I  

ind icated,  that  Pedro Rodr iguez worked at  the provinc ia l  

level  and that  task team would have fa l len under L ieutenant  

General  Mkhwanazi .  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  you ment ion in  paragraph 

10 that  your  invo lvement  f lows f rom the fact  that  there is  

ev idence that  the task team regular ly  exceeds the bounds of  

sect ion 49 of  the  Cr iminal  Procedure Act  and seems to be 

involved in  ext ra judic ia l  k i l l ing.   We wi l l  get  to  that  in  more  

deta i l  la te r .   But  I  do want  to  emphasize the point  in  

paragraph 11 that  the Commission  is  not  here to invest igate  

ext ra judic ia l  k i l l i ng .   Maybe there should be a Commission  

to invest igate ext ra judic ia l  k i l l ing.   That  is  not  our  terms of  

reference.   But  you expla in in  paragraph 11 why your  20 

invest igat ions in to the task teams are re levant  to  our  te rms 

of  reference ,  and can you maybe read paragraph 11 and 

paragraph 12 in to  the record .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  

 “ I  have been advised that  the te rms of  
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re ference of  the Commission  do not  

extend to the invest igat ion of  

ext ra judic ia l  k i l l i ngs by members  of  the 

SAPS per se .   However,  in  an 

envi ronment  where a task team of  the 

SAPS is  apparent ly  able to  escape 

accountabi l i t y  despi te  evidence of  i ts 

repeated involvement  in  ext ra judic ia l  

k i l l ings of  a l leged cr iminals,  there is  an 

heightened r isk that  c r iminal  synd icates 10 

wi l l  seek cor rupt ly  to  in f luence a task 

team to k i l l  the i r  r iva ls .   There is  c lear  

ev idence that  th is  r isk has mater ia l ized in  

KwaZulu -Nata l .   By way of  i l lust rat ion,  I  

wi l l  re fer  in  some deta i l  be low to the 

k i l l ings of  Mr Bevan Lof tus .   As I  show 

below,  there is  at  least  a  pr ima fac ie  

case that  at  the  instance of  Mr  Cl ive  

Naciker ,  the a l leged leader of  a  drug and 

tow t rucking  gang,  L ieutenant  Colonel  20 

Deena Govender deployed the task  teams 

to k i l l  Mr Bevan Lof tus,  who was the 

a l leged leader of  a  r i va l  drug and tow 

t ruck gang. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And can you expla in  to  the  



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 9  o f  129  

 

 

Commission  how drugs and tow t rucks come to be l inked ?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  Commissioner,  i t  is  a 

known factor  that  cer ta in pol ice of f i cers at  s tat ion levels are 

l inked wi th cer ta in tow t ruck bus inesses.   We a lso  have 

ident i f ied that  w i th  the tow t rucks,  you wi l l  get  pol i ce  

of f icers who wi l l  g ive jobs to cer ta in tow t rucks in  order  to  

get ,  you can cal l  i t  a  payment  f rom them, more  l ike an 

incent ive .   You cal l  a  tow t ruck and they wi l l  pay you l ike a  

commission .   So,  pol ice are very much involved in  the tow 

t ruck indust ry.   They have thei r  f r iends in  the tow t ruck .   10 

They know the tow t ruck that  they can communica te wi th  

and because of  that ,  we see that  the tow t ruck indust ry has 

a f ree re ign when i t  comes to c r ime ,  because we bel ieve 

that  the tow t ruck  indust ry,  that  tow t ruck s are used for  

t ransport ing drugs.    

 I  am not  saying that  a l l  the tow t rucks,  but  in  many 

of  the cases,  the  tow t ruck indust ry  and the drug indust ry go 

together ,  hand in  hand.   We see the tow t rucks are being 

used to t ranspor t  drugs and to supply drugs .   And the  

reason they do that  is  because they are pol ice f r iends.   20 

They do not  even stop them and search them .  Even a t  

roadblocks,  they have a f ree passage to go th rough .   So 

that  is  the conclusion that  we come to,  is  that  the tow t ruck 

indust ry and the drug indust ry  are  actual ly  re lated  to each 

other .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Except  perhaps for  what  may be known 

amongst  the pol ice th rough conversat ions,  have there been 

any arrests of  tow t ruck dr ivers,  tow t ruck owners ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    In terms of?  Wi th drugs 

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing]  ja .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  yes,  there have been  

ar rests,  but  those arrests are made by the pol ice because 

we do not  deal  wi th  tow t ruck dr ivers.   Those ar rests are 

made by pol ice .   We a lso have known cases,  and I  have got  10 

i t  in  my bundle,  known cases of  tow t ruck dr ivers who,  due 

to the tax i  tur f  war,  I  mean the  tow t ruck tur f  war and the 

drug tur f  war,  were k i l led .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr John,  good morning .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Good morning.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You said pol ice at  s tat ion level  g ive  

jobs or  preference to tow t rucks.   Do you mean that  when 

there is  an accident ,  they are to ld  that  there is  an accident  

scene and thei r  preferred tow t ruck business people are 20 

then g iven a heads up to go to that  scene ?  What  exact ly  do  

you mean by pol ice  at  s tat ion leve l  g ive jobs to tow t rucks 

or  the i r  f r iends in  the t rucking business ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  that  is  exact ly  

what  you ind icated,  is  that  when there is  an accident  in  a 
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s tat ion area,  cer ta in pol icemen have the i r  preference on 

who to ca l l ,  which tow t ruck t o ca l l  to  the scene.   And then 

you get  another  group of  pol icemen f rom the same stat ion,  

and they have thei r  own preference on who to ca l l  to  the 

scene,  because they  are get t ing paid f rom those tow t ruck  

dr ivers .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And I  am assuming i f  you are  not  

the i r  p refer red tow t ruck,  they remove you f rom the scene 

so that  the i r  preferred f r iends in  the  indust ry become part  o f  

that  scene,  and they move accident - involved vehic les f rom 10 

the scene.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :   That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr John,  you say that  Mr Naicker  i s  

involved,  o r  is  the leader of  an  a l leged drug and tow 

t rucking gang,  and the same about  Mr Lof tus.   Do they have 

names,  these gangs?  I  do not  remember in  your  sta tement  

coming upon a name.    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  have got  the names of  the 

towing companies  that  they run .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You speak of  gangs .   Are you saying the  

tow t rucking company under which  they operate is  a lso the 

gang?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is ,  wel l ,  I  would say i t  is  

a  tow t ruck indust ry,  but  when you look at  the drug tur f  war,  



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 12  o f  129  

 

 

i t  is  re lated to a gang.   So i t  is  basica l l y  we just  know them  

as the tow,  the towing t ruck ,  by the  towing t ruck  name.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Commissioner,  i f  I  can assist ,  

there wi l l  be evidence la ter  as to  the names of  these gangs .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  can put  on record at  th is  stage 

that  the gangs are the car te l ,  that  one of  them is ca l led 

“The Carte l ” ,  and the other  is  ca l led “The Hol lywood gang ” .   

Mr John,  i f  we go to page 4,  we have covered some of  th is  

mater ia l  a l ready .   You refer  to  your  CV,  and you speak 10 

br ie f ly  about  your  h is tory in  IPID and your ro le in  IPID.   

Maybe i f  I  can ask you to p ick up f rom paragraph 15,  and 

maybe expla in the d i f ference between the Independence 

Compla int  Di rectorate and IPID.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  I  jo ined the 

Independent  Compla ints Di rectorate f rom the 1 6 t h  o f  

September 2002,  as the Assistant  Manager in  

Invest igat ions,  Independent  Compla ints  Di rectorate in  

KwaZulu -Nata l .   I  have been wi th the Di rectorate f rom then 

unt i l  31 s t  o f  March 2012.   Then the  Independent  Compla ints  20 

Di rectorate changed to the Independent  Pol ice Invest igat ive  

Di rectorate .   So i t  was basica l l y  a name change,  and the  

change of  the  mandate of  the Independent  Pol ice 

Invest igat ive Di rectorate under the Independent  Pol ice 

Invest igat ive Di rectorate Act ,  Act  1  of  2011.   So I  have  been 
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in  the Independent  Pol ice Invest igat ive Di rectorate to  my 

current  date,  and I  am the Deputy Di re ctor  of  Invest igat ions,  

and I  report  to  the Provincia l  Head of  the Of f ice,  who is  Ms 

Charmain Van der  Sandt .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And you set  out  in  paragraph 16 

the mandate of  IPID.   Can you take us through paragraph,  

in  fact  paragraph 16 to 18,  where you set  out  the mandate  

of  IPID and what  your  speci f i c  responsib i l i t ies are .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.   The Independent  

Pol ice Invest igat ive Di rectorate receives i ts  mandate under 10 

sect ion 28 of  the IPID Act ,  Act  1 of  2011,  which sets  out  the 

type of  mat te rs  to  be invest igated by the Di rectorate .   

Subsect ion (1 )  p rovides the Di rectorate must  invest igate 

in ter  a l ia  any deaths in  pol i ce custody .   Sect ion 28 (1) (b)  is  

any deaths as a resul t  o f  po l i ce act ion.   Sect ion 28(1) (c) ,  

any compla int  re lat ing to the d ischarge of  an of f i c ia l  f i rearm 

by any pol ice of f i cer .   Sect ion 28 (1) ( f )  i s  any compla int  o f  

tor tu re or  assaul t  against  a pol i ce o f f icer  in  the execut ion of  

h is  or  her  dut ies .    

 As the Deputy Di rector  of  Invest igat ions,  I  ensure  20 

that  the members  f rom the in vest igat ion component  are wel l  

versed in  the  mandate of  the Independent  Pol ice 

Invest igat ive Di rectorate as conta ined in  the IPID Act ,  Act  1 

of  2011,  the regulat ions,  and the standard operat ing  

procedures of  the Di rectorate.   I  am requi red to  provide 
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gu idance to invest igators on a regular  basis on the dut ies  

per ta in ing to in ter  a l ia ,  the invest igat ion of  compla ints,  

a t tendance at  cr ime scenes and the complet ion of  cr ime 

scene reports,  ident i fy ing,  secur ing,  safeguard ing,  

co l lect ing,  packaging,  and fo rwarding of  exhib i ts  to  the 

re levant  forensic sc ience laborator ies,  analyz ing evidence,  

compi l ing departmenta l  recommendat ions reports  to  the  

South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice,  and cr iminal  recommendat ion 

reports to  the Nat ional  Prosecut ing Author i t y ,  and the  

f ina l i zat ion and archiv ing of  dockets .  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :     I f  we move over  to  page 6,  you 

ta lk  about  the increase in  ext ra judic ia l  k i l l i ngs  and can you 

take the Commission  through paragraph 19 .   I  do not  th ink 

you need to read out  the deta i l s  of  the table that  f o l lows,  

but  maybe summarize i t .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.   S ince 2023,  there  has 

been a surge in  ext ra judic ia l  k i l l i ngs,  which IPID has noted 

wi th great  concern .   Between 1 Apr i l  2023 and 31 May 2026,  

IPID invest igated over  300 cases,  of  which 77 cases 

involved the deaths of  149 people as a resul t  o f  po l i ce 20 

act ion by the task  team .  Now,  Commissioner,  we deal t  wi th  

over  300 cases,  but  I  zoned in  on  the 77 cases,  wh ich is  in  

the at tached l is t .   In  those 77 cases,  these shoot ings were 

commit ted by members  of  the task teams and in  th is  

shoot ing,  there were 149 people that  were k i l led .   Now,  i f  
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one looks at  these k i l l i ngs  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Di rector  John,  before you go to the 

table,  just  expla in the concept  of  ext ra judic ia l  k i l l i ngs and 

how is  i t  d i f ferent  f rom a s i tuat ion where a pol ice  of f icer  

was defending h imsel f  or  they came under at tack,  i f  there is  

any d ist inct ion at  a l l .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  Commissioner,  we have  

ident i f ied through our  invest igat ion that  in  these k i l l ings,  

you get  a shoot ing where s ix  people are shot  and k i l led .   

However,  when you do an invest igat ion of  the cr ime scene,  10 

you f ind only  two f i rearms .   And the pol ice,  the i r  modus 

operandi  i s  that ,  or  the i r  explanat ion a l l  the t ime is  that  the 

deceased shot  f i rs t  a t  them before  they could shoot .   Now,  

when we invest igated,  as we invest igated,  we ident i f ied a  

few cases which  actual ly  cont radict  the vers ion  of  the  

pol ice .    

 For  example,  you get  a case where there are n ine  

people that  a re shot  and you f ind only three f i r earms.   Now,  

in  the area  that ,  in  the KwaZulu -Nata l  a rea,  especia l ly  your  

area l i ke in  Inanda and Kwamashu,  the cr iminals normal ly ,  20 

when they go in to h id ing,  they h i jack the premises.   When 

they h i jack the premises,  they wi l l  keep the owners  of  the  

premises in  the house and they wi l l  in form the owners that  

you are not  to  phone anyone or  in form anyone that  they are 

in  the premises .   And whi ls t  po l i ce are looking for  them, 
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they stay in  the premises .   And i f  po l i ce get  wind that  they 

are at  the premises,  the pol ice go and they jus t  shoot  

everybody.   Even the owners o f  the house are  shot ,  

because pol ice ind icate that  they came under f i re  and that  

is  why they shot .   And we have  seen in  some cases,  or  in  

major i t y  of  the shoot ings by task  team, they do not  have 

proper case numbers where they were looking  for  the  

suspects.  

 In  some cases,  they cannot  even g ive you the  

names of  the deceased that  they shot .   So,  wi th  our  10 

invest igat ion,  we bel ieve that  the pol ice are not  doing 

proper invest igat ion to arrest  the suspects .   We can look 

f rom the examples that  we have that  they go out  to  k i l l  the  

person.   That  is  why we ind icate that  i t  is  ext ra judic ia l  

k i l l ings.   

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  i s  the s igni f i cance of  the 

number of  f i rearms found at  the scene ?  Twice you said that  

far  fewer f i rearms would be found at  the scene ,  l ike you 

said,  for  example ,  n ine people are  k i l led and three f i rearms 

are found.   You gave another  example .   20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  the s igni f icance of  that ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Because even i f  there are n ine people,  i f  

there are th ree f i rearms,  and i f  indeed those three f i rearms 
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have been used or  are being used,  they may k i l l .   So,  I  am 

not  qui te  sure I  fo l low the s igni f i cance of  the number.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  in  fact ,  wi th  

invest igat ions,  i t  shows that  some of  the ,  okay,  i f  we say 

three f i rearms are used and there  were n ine people,  then 

s ix  of  them were  unarmed .   And when you do the  scene,  

when you invest igated the scene,  you would look at  that  the 

s ix  of  them were in  d i f ferent  p laces in  the  house  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  i f  you come under f i re  f rom where 10 

you are,  and i f  you are not  in  the  house yoursel f  when you 

are shot  at ,  you cannot  te l l  whether  there are n ine people in  

there and there are only  three f i rearms.   So,  s t i l l ,  I  am not 

sure that  you are answer ing my quest ion .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  understand what  the  

Commissioner i s  saying ,  but  wi th  the pat tern that  fo l lows,  in  

fact ,  in  the major i ty  of  our  cases,  there are fewer f i rearms 

found compared to the  shoot ing,  compared to the  number of  

deceased that  were on the scene.   And in  some of  our  

cases,  in  fact ,  there are cases that  a re before the  DPP's 20 

of f ice for  decis ion where we can prove that  the deceased 

d id not  shoot  at  the pol ice .   However,  the pol ice have 

ind icated that  the  deceased had shot  at  them , but  we can 

prove wi th the reconst ruct ion of  the scene,  we have  proven 

that  the deceased had not  shot  at  the pol ice.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  fo l low up on your answer .   

These cases,  you have g iven us 149 people in  77  cases ,  

have any of  these been f ina l ized ?  How many of  these 

cases have been f ina l ized where  pol ice of f icers,  in  fact ,  

were found gui l t y  for  those shoot ings fo l lowing on your  

invest igat ions?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  in  basica l l y  

one of  the cases which is  before the court  ro l l  now,  I  have,  I  

am not  sure whether  i t  is  in  my bundle here,  but  one of  the 10 

cases in  my cour t  ro l l ,  I  wi l l  g ive you the scenar io,  is  that  

the pol ice,  and th is  was dur ing the day,  the pol ice  shot  at  

four  occupants of  a  vehic le .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  me in terrupt  you .   I  am asking a 

s impler  quest ion,  which is ,  o f  the  77 cases that  you have 

referred to,  or  that  you are speak ing to in  paragraph 19,  

how many of  them have been f ina l ized and the pol ice found 

gui l t y?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  noth ing as yet ,  

Commissioner.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    They are st i l l  pending mat ters ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  o f  them are  st i l l  to  be determined by 

a court?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  that  is  correct .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then f rom page 12,  you deta i l  the 

process that  should be fo l lowed in  the case of  a  pol i ce  

shoot ing.   Paragraph 20,  can you take the Commission  

through that?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Thank you.    

 “When a sect ion 28(1)(b)  case,  wh ich is  a 

death as a resu l t  o f  po l ice act ion,  is  

received by the Di rectorate,  the 

superv isor  of  the group per forming 10 

standby dut ies  wi l l  engage the  

invest igators to  at tend the cr ime scene .   

IP ID is  mandated under Sect ion 24 of  the 

IPID Act ,  Act  1 o f  2011,  to  at tend cr ime 

scenes.   When IPID invest igators  arr ive 

at  the cr ime scene,  they wi l l  take over  

the cr ime scene,  and together  wi th the 

SAPS duty of f icer ,  wi l l  conduct  a walk  

through the cr ime scene wi thout  

tamper ing or  dest roying any evidence.   20 

At  t imes,  a c r ime scene is  a l ready being 

at tended by members of  the  Local  

Cr iminal  Record Cent re.   IP ID 

invest igators are  mandated to ensure 

that  exhib i ts  are photographed,  indexed,  
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protected,  p reserved,  packed,  se ized,  

and t ransported to the re levant  fo rensic  

sc ience laboratory .   Invest igators remain 

in  the cr ime scene unt i l  the bodies  of  the 

deceased are  co l lected by members of  

the medico legal  mortuar ies.   IP ID 

invest igators are  tasked to at tend post -

mortems for  the  col lect ion of  exhib i t s  

ret r ieved dur ing the post -mortems and to 

make notes per ta in ing to the cause of  10 

death .   Invest igators are mandated to  

ret r ieve and analyze post -mortem reports 

and present  as evidence in  the cr iminal  

and departmenta l  proceedings . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then you d iscuss t he  

chal lenges that  you encounter  as IPID.   Can you take the  

Commission through paragraph 24.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.    

 “The chal lenges presented to  IPID 

invest igators per ta in ing to cr ime scenes 20 

inc lude the fo l lowing.   Some scenes are 

not  at tended immediate ly due to the  

d istance the scenes are f rom the of f ice .   

For  example,  scenes wi th in a radius of  

150 k i lomet res are at tended on the  same 
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day.   However,  scenes outs ide the 150 -

k i lomet re radius are at tended only  on the  

day the post -mortem wi l l  be conducted . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  you appear to  s tate th is  

categor ica l l y ,  as i t  were,  but  I  would imagine that  what  you 

mean is  that  genera l ly ,  because o therwise i t  sounds rather  

mechanical .   For  example,  i f  a  scene that  i s  149 k i lomet res  

f rom your of f ice can be at tended on the same day,  why is  

that  not  the case wi th a scene that  is  151 k i lometres f rom 

your of f ice ,  i f  you see what  I  mean.  10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JO HN :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So what ,  a l l  I  am saying is  perhaps you 

should say genera l ly .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    General l y .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Ja,  okay,  thank you, 

Commissioner .   Commissioner,  the problems that  we have 

when scenes are far  away is  that  the stat ion normal ly  

contacts us,  l ike  maybe they wi l l  contact  us hal f  an hour 

af ter  they receive  the report ,  or  maybe even an hour af ter  20 

they receive the report .   Now,  for  us to  get  to  the scene,  i f  i t  

is  going to take more than an hour or  more than an hour  

and a hal f ,  i t  becomes d i f f icu l t  even for  the pol ice to  be on 

the scene.   But  I  d id  h ighl ight  i t  here .  

 “So some scenes are not  at tended due to 
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the volat i le  area,  and when members of  

the SAPS come under at tack by the 

members of  the publ ic .   These scenes 

are at tended on the  day of  the 

postmortem.  So i f  the scene is  fa r  away 

f rom our of f i ce,  and we get  in format ion  

that  the members are under  at tack 

because the communi ty i s  at tacking 

them, then we would request  them  to  

leave the scene,  and we do a  10 

reconst ruct ion when we do the 

postmortem.   In  some cases,  SAPS 

of f ic ia ls  del iberate ly delay the contact ing  

of  IP ID of f ic ia ls ,  ra is ing suspic ion that  

they want  to  tamper wi th  the  cr ime 

scene,  for  example,  by p lant ing of  

weapons and pr imary  res idue on the 

deceased.   At  scenes where task teams 

are involved in  the shoot ing,  a lmost  

wi thout  except ion ,  there are delays . ”  20 

 We d id ident i fy  th is  in  our  invest igat ions and when 

reports are made.   We d id ident i fy  that  task teams general l y  

delay,  and we have taken i t  up wi th the Commanders of  

those task teams,  but  we st i l l  have that  delay in  report ing.  

 “ IPID has ident i f ied that  media personnel  
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are regular ly  contacted pr io r  to  IPID 

of f ic ia ls  being not i f ied of  k i l l ings .   There  

are instances where IPID learns o f  SAPS 

ki l l ings through socia l  media posted by 

journal is ts . ”  

 So when you look at  your  Facebook page,  you wi l l  

see a shoot ing that  happened even in  Inanda,  which is  not  

even 30 k i lomet res f rom the of f ice.   You learn of  i t  v ia  

socia l  med ia,  and when you get  there,  you wi l l  see a 

reporter  on the scene .  10 

 “There have been instances where 

members involved in  shoot ings where  

members of  the  publ ic  are k i l led,  they 

leave the cr ime scene wi th the i r  f i rearms 

before IPID at tends the scene  and th is  

prevents IPID f rom upl i f t ing pr imary 

res idue f rom the members and 

compl icates the mat ters wi th respect  to  

the inspect ion of  the f i rearms. ”  

 So we do have that  instance where they leave the  20 

cr ime scene,  c i t ing that  the i r  l ives are in  danger whi l s t  they 

wai t  for  IPID.   So we do have a problem in that  aspect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr John,  what  is  the appl icable protocol  

pract ica l ly?  What ,  so you have a scene,  there has just  

been a  shoot ing  now.   As between the SAPS and the  IPID,  
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what  i s  the agreed ru le of  operat ion when that  has 

happened? 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  the shooter  

has to remain on the scene because he is  par t  o f  the cr ime 

scene,  which means that  we have to do a pr imary res idue 

test  on h im,  we have to inspect  the f i rearm,  we have to  

count  the number  of  rounds that  he has in  h is  possession  

versus the  number of  rounds  tha t  he,  when he came on 

duty.   So when a member is  not  there,  i t  is  very d i f f icu l t  for  

us to  deal  wi th  that  aspect  of  invest igat ion .   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And who is  responsib le fo r  ca l l ing IPID,  

in forming IPID of  the inc ident?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The f i rs t  respondent  that  

comes to the cr ime scene,  once the respondent  know that  

the mat ter  belongs to IPID,  he is  supposed to have 

contacted IPID.   Sect ion 29 of  the IPID Act  ind icate  that  any 

member,  the Stat ion Commander or  any member,  must 

not i f y  IPID immediate ly of  a  case that  involves IPID or  fa l ls  

under the mandate of  IPID.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  I  am t ry ing to understand is  20 

whether  the people that  must  make the cal l ,  that  a re  

requi red and obl iged to make the cal l  to  IPID,  is  i t  the 

people at  the scene who caused the scene or  i s  i t  the i r  

Commander to  whom they report  that  there has now been 

th is  inc ident?  I  am just  t ry ing to understand the pract ica l ,  
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how th is  p lays out  pract ica l l y .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  pract ica l ly  what  

happens,  Commissioner,  is  that  the  uni fo rmed members who 

at tend the cr ime scene contact  the detect ive on cal l .   So the  

detect ive on cal l  a lso,  at  the same instance,  contact  the 

duty of f i cer .   So when the duty of f icer  and the detect ive on 

cal l  come to the scene,  then they are the ones that  contact  

us.   Now,  the delay is  that  i f  the detect ive and the duty  

of f icer  delays in  get t ing to the cr ime scene,  we are  a l ready 

delayed in  get t ing to the cr ime scene becaus e we only get  10 

the report  when they get  to  the cr ime scene.    

 However,  the members who work at  the,  maybe 

they are the members that  work in  the shi f t  who at tend the 

cr ime scene,  they  are actual ly  supposed to be the  people  

ca l l ing us a lso because i t  says that  when they become 

aware that  that  cr ime fa l l s  wi th in the mandate of  IPID,  they  

are a lso supposed to ca l l  us .   When they cal l  the duty  

of f icer ,  they  are supposed to ca l l  IP ID a lso.   Somet imes we 

get  to  the cr ime scene,  the  LCRC is there before us 

because they cal l  the LCRC, they cal l  a l l  the other  ro le 20 

p layers besides cal l ing IPID at  the scene.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And the IPID contact ,  whether  i t  is  a  

number or  a  person,  do  you say every pol ice of f i cer  has i t  

as a mat ter  of  course?  So i f  I  am at  the scene where there  

is  a shoot ing and I  am part  o f  that  scene,  are you saying  
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that  every member on that  scene who was par t  o f  that  

inc ident  would know who to ca l l  a t  IP ID?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Sure.   In  the major i ty  of  the  

stat ions,  they do have our  standby numb er.   We have a 

dedicated standby number which the members on standby  

have the cel l  number.   However,  the stat ion can 

communicate wi th the radio cont ro l ,  and radio cont ro l  i s  

aware of  which IPID of f ic ia l  is  on  standby .   So there is  a 

number that  they can cal l .   They can cal l  the radio  cont ro l  

and in form the radio cont ro l  that  there is  a shoot ing and we 10 

need you to get  hold  of  IPID.   So radio cont ro l  have our  

standby numbers .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    You refer red to  two categor ies o f  pol i c e  

of f icers.   I  th ink you said  what  duty ,  invest igator  or  what ?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    You get  the detect ive on 

standby.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Detect ive on s tandby,  and I  th ink  you 

ment ioned …[intervenes] .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    And you get  the duty  of f icer  20 

on standby.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Duty of f i cer .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You said when those two arr ive  at  the 

scene,  they are  supposed to  then cal l  IP ID.   Why must  they 
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f i rs t  get  to  the scene ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  Commissioner,  I  just  want  

to  rephrase.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    In  fact ,  they cal l  us when they 

get  to  the scene.   However,  they are not  the ones that  a re 

supposed to have cal led us .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  what  I  am saying is  why must  they 

f i rs t  get  to  the scene instead of  ca l l ing you immediate ly 

when they themselves get  the cal l ?   10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  they are  supposed to do  

that .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  okay.   A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .   Do you 

know why i t  does not  happen?  Why,  because you say they 

cal l  you when they get  to  the scene,  but  they are supposed 

to ca l l  you when they get  the cal l .   Do you know why they 

only ca l l  when they get  to  the scene ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  I  be l ieve  they 

get  to  the scene to ascer ta in what  happened at  the  scene 

before they cal l  IP ID.   But  that  should  not  be the case.   20 

They should,  when they get  ca l led and they are in formed 

that  there is  a shoot ing by the pol ice,  and th is  i s  an IPID-

re lated mat ter ,  they are  supposed to immediate ly ca l l  rad io 

cont ro l  and in form radi o cont ro l  to  ca l l  us .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  because I  would imagine wi th such 
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mat te rs,  you do not  want  to  lose t ime .   You want  to  get  to  

the scene immediate ly to  star t  co l lect ing evidence.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :   That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Just  fo l lowing up f rom that ,  Mr 

John,  as I  read 29.1 of  the Act ,  we l l ,  le t  me read i t  out .  

 “The Stat ion Commander or  any member 

of  the SAPS or  Munic ipal  Pol ice Serv ice 

must  (a)  immediate ly  af te r  becoming 

aware,  not i fy  the Di rectorate o f  any 10 

mat ters refer red to in  28 (1)(a)  to  ( f ) . ”  

 And 28(1) (b)  is  a death as a resul t  o f  po l i ce act ion .    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So i t  is  a  duty that  rests  on any 

member of  the SAPS,  inc luding the shooter ,  h im or  hersel f .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then what  we see in  Chapter  

9 of  the IPID Act ,  sect ion 33(3) ,  there is  actual ly  an  of fence 

created.   Any pol ice of f icer  who fa i ls  to  comply wi th sect ion 

29 is  gui l ty  of  an o f fence.  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Are you aware of  any 

prosecut ions of  that  of fence in  sect ion 33(3)  of  the IPID 

Act?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    We have opened cases under 
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sect ion 33,  a  cont ravent ion of  sect ion 29 of  the IPID Act .   

Chai r ,  in  many of  those cases,  the SPP dec l ined to  

prosecute,  c i t ing that  the Act  was a new Act  at  that  t ime,  in  

2012,  2013,  2014.   They c i ted that  we have to produce 

evidence that  the  member is  aware of  the Act ,  because we 

cannot  charge i f  the member was n ot  aware of  the Act .   So 

that  was,  many of  our  cases were decl ined to prosecute  

because of  that .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  I  mean in  the context  about  

which we are  ta lk ing,  these task teams,  your  ev idence is  we 10 

are deal ing wi th  a repeated problem here.   Have you ra ised 

th is  i ssue?  I  mean,  I  presume that  the Commanders of  

these task teams are by now wel l  aware of  sect ion 29 of  the 

Act .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And have you pursued a t tempts  

to  prosecute any Commanders who repeatedly  cont ravene 

sect ion 29?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    We have cases which  we are  

invest igat ing wi th  the actual  shoot ing in  the l is t  that  I  have  20 

provided.   We have some of  those cases where we were not  

ca l led to the scene,  to ta l ly  not  ca l led to the scene,  and only  

came to know about  the scene a day la ter .   So we have 

opened cases,  and those cases are being invest igated 

together  wi th the shoot ing .   
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And f rom my understanding of  

your  answer to  Commissioner Baloyi ,  none of  those cases 

have yet  been f ina l ised?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    None has f ina l ised  in  cour t  as 

yet .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  we move then to the next  top ic,  

which is  at ,  s tar ts  at  the foot  of  page 14,  you are  deta i l ing 

the exper iences that  you encounter  in  re lat ion to the cash -

in- t ransi t  task team, maybe i f  you can take the Commission  

through what  you say in  paragraph 25 .   10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay .   

 “ In  the major i t y  of  shoot ings involv ing 

a l leged CIT suspects,  the task  team 

under L ieutenant -Colonel  Deena 

Govender  has been invo lved.   The facts 

of  th is  case bear a st r ik ing s imi lar i t y .   

The consistent  pat tern is  the fo l lowing .   

Task team members ind icate that  they 

receive in format ion f rom S APS Cr ime 

Inte l l igence per ta in ing to  the 20 

whereabouts of  suspects involved in  

CIT ’s.   The in format ion received is  

genera l ly  not  ver i f ied wi th  reference to 

any other  invest igat ion,  case docket ,  or  

invest igat ing of f icers or  detect ives in  
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charge of  such cases .   The Commander 

of  the task team then p lans an operat ion 

on the in format ion a l legedly receiv ed.   

These operat ions are f requent ly  p lanned 

to be undertaken between 11 o 'c lock,  

23h00,  to  3h00 hours in  the morning,  a 

t ime where there  is  a reduced l ike l ihood 

of  wi tnesses being present  to  observe 

any wrongdoing by the members  of  the 

SAPS.   The members on most  o f  these 10 

operat ions are wear ing c iv i l ian c loth ing 

and or  ba laclavas or  face masks wi thout 

any SAPS ins ignia .   Despi te the fact  that  

they have apparent ly  chosen del iberate ly  

not  to  wear uni fo rms that  would ident i fy  

themselves as  pol ice of f icers,  the  

members a lways c la im that  when they 

approach the premises of  the a l leged CIT 

suspects,  they in t roduce themselves in  

an audib le manner,  ind icat ing tha t  they 20 

are pol ice of f icers .   They then invade the 

premises of  the  a l leged CIT suspects.   

They a l lege that  they come under f i re  

f rom the suspects and they return  f i re  in  

se l f -defense.   In  most  of  the  cr ime 
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scenes where a l leged CIT suspects are  

shot  and k i l led by pol ice,  a l l  suspects 

and occupants present  when the shoot ing 

takes p lace are k i l led by the task  team ,  

leaving no wi tness to the operat ion other  

than the members of  the task  team 

themselves .   No h igh-cal iber  f i rearms or  

r i f les,  explosives,  components to  

manufacture explosives,  or  money has 

been found at  any of  the CIT shoot ings.   10 

IPID usual ly  f ind only homemade 

f i rearms,  p is to ls  or  revolvers,  which are  

a l legedly pointed out  by  the  pol ice 

of f icers impl icated in  the shoot ing  of  the 

suspects .   The SAPS Commander in  

charge of  the task teams is  f requent ly  

unable to  provide  the names or  ident i t ies  

of  the suspect s  who are  k i l led .   Very 

rare ly are they able to  provide the SAPS 

case number in  which the suspects or  20 

deceased are a l legedly impl icated in  the 

CIT robber ies,  leaving a suspic ion that  

the so-cal led suspects k i l led dur ing these 

operat ions may not  have even been 

involved in  any CIT robber ies. ”  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  have two fo l low -up quest ions .   

The f i rs t  is ,  these are a l l  genera l  s tatements .   Has IPID 

done any stat is t i ca l  analys is?  Can you,  i s  there anywhere  

where we can get  deta i l  in  re lat ion to these gene ra l  

s tatements?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Chai r ,  in  these cases that  we 

are invest igat ing,  I  ind icated the  77 cases that  we are  

invest igat ing .   In  the major i t y  of  the cases,  you wi l l  not  

have the name of  the deceased.   When you go to the cr ime 

scene,  the  Commander of  the task  team that  is  present  wi l l  10 

ind icate to  you that  the deceased are unknown .   In  some of  

the cases,  when we get  case numbers which are provided,  

we go to the  stat ions,  re levant  s tat ions and we p ick up the  

dockets .   When we p ick up the docke ts,  you wi l l  not  even 

f ind the name of  the deceased in  those dockets.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  understand the proposi t ion that  

you are put t ing fo rward there,  but  has IPID,  as i t  were,  done 

any stat is t ica l  gather ing of  in format ion so that  you can 

descr ibe,  just  a t  a  s imple level ,  how many of  those 77 cases 

that  we see in  your  tab le were there deceased people who 20 

were not  l inked to  any dockets c i ted by the team ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    In  fact ,  in  a l l  those 77 cases,  

the 77 cases,  the dockets that  we peruse cannot  l ink the 

deceased to the in i t ia l  cases that  were opened .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    In  every  s ingle one?  



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 34  o f  129  

 

 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    In  every s ingle case .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You are te l l ing the Commission  

that  in  every one of  these 77 cases  …[intervenes] .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Because in  the major i t y  of  the 

cases,  they are unknown.   The deceased are unknown .   So 

i f  they are unknown,  how do you l ink  them to a shoot ing ?  I f  

they are unknown,  then they ,  in  fac t  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No,  no,  I  understand i f  they are 

unknown,  they cannot  be l inked to any docket .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Presumably,  they are ident i f ied at  

a  la te r  s tage.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    When they are ident i f ied at  a  

la ter  s tage,  the i r  names are not  in  the docket .   When we 

recover,  when we p ick up the docket  f rom the stat ion,  the  

names are not  in  the docket .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you mean in  the stat ion of  or ig in  

where the case was opened  …[intervenes] .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    They are not  ident i f ied as suspects in  20 

that  case?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes .   In  some of  the  cases,  

we in terv iewed invest igat ing of f icers,  and invest igat ing  

of f icers ind icated,  I  d id  not  ask anyone to go looking for  a  

suspect  because I  do not  know the suspect .   So in  the ,  
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Commissioner,  when they get  th is  in fo rmat ion about  

suspects in  cash - in- t ransi t  or  in  cases of  murder  and so  

for th,  they do not  do a proper invest igat ion to l ink those 

suspects to  the case.   And in  the  operat ions,  they do not  

involve the  invest igat ing of f icer  who is  tasked wi th the  

docket .   They just  get  the in format ion,  they p lan an 

operat ion,  and they go,  and then the shoot ing takes p lace .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  understand what  i t  i s  you are  

saying is  wrong .   We,  for  example,  have had evidence to do 

wi th drug busts ,  r ight .   And in  what  we have had,  at  least  10 

accord ing to the evidence tendered,  there is  no f i rs t  

opportuni ty  to  ident i f y  a suspect ,  open a docket ,  have a  

name,  invest igate  them.  The story is  we got  a t ip -of f  f rom a  

Cr ime Inte l l igence of f icer  that  there is  these drugs at  th is  

par t icu lar  p lace,  and we went  and d id a bust .   So there is  

obviously no docket  at  that  point  when the bust  is  done,  and 

there is  no case number,  there is  no known suspects .    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  what  you are  saying that  in  respect  of  

these cash- in- t ransi t ,  or  these task - team cases,  that  i t  is  20 

wrong that  they act  on a t ip -of f  when there is  no  docket ,  

there is  no case number,  there is  no known suspect  in  

advance?  Is  that  a cr i t ic ism ?  And i f  i t  is ,  is  that  a cr i t i c ism 

that  you are ra is ing ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  Commissioner,  in  these 
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cases,  there are dockets .   There are dockets in  these cases 

that  are opened pr ior  to  them get t ing the in format ion,  

because a cash - in- t ransi t  takes p lace maybe a day ear l ier ,  

and then they receive,  so there is  a docket  open on that  

date when the cash - in - t ransi t  takes p lace.   There is  an 

invest igat ing of f i cer  that  is  ident i f ied to invest iga te that  

case.   The in format ion that  comes to the task team is not  

provided to the  invest igat ing o f f icer ,  or  there  is  no 

communicat ion wi th that  invest igat ing of f i cer  to  say that  we 

have received in format ion that  there are cash - in- t ransi t  10 

suspects that  is  h id ing at  a  par t i cu lar  p lace  for  the 

invest igat ing of f i cer  now to invest igate that  mat ter .    

 They s imply go out  there,  the task team 

themselves,  leaving the invest igat ing of f icer  out ,  because at  

none of  the scenes that  our  members went  to  that  they 

found the invest igat ing of f icer .   So the task  team, they go 

themselves out  to  the p lace where they received the 

in format ion,  and then the shoot ing  takes p lace .   So in  a l l  

these cases,  there were dockets open ed pr io r  to  the task  

team going to the  premises to ar rest  suspects .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So f rom what  you are saying,  i t  seems to  

me that  the task team members ident i fy  a par t icu la r  cash - in-

t ransi t  he ist  randomly.   I f  they happen to know that  there  

was a cash - in - t ransi t  two days ago,  they wi l l  just  ident i fy  



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 37  o f  129  

 

 

that ,  or  any other .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I t  looks l ike that .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Based on what  you say,  which is  that  

there is  then no connect ion whatsoever between the  people  

that  have been k i l led and that  par t i cu la r  cash - in - t ransi t .    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  Commissioner,  because 

as I  ind icated,  that  when you get  to  the scene,  and when my 

invest igators on the scene want  the names of  the deceased 

persons,  the deceased are unknown .   So they cannot  l ink 

the deceased to the actual  cash - in - t ransi t .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    But  are you ab le to  say that ,  I  posi ted  

th is  based on my understanding of  what  you say,  bu t  then I  

have a quest ion,  which is  th is ,  a re you able to  say th ese,  

the deceased have noth ing to do w i th that  cash - in - t ransi t ,  i f  

a t  that  s tage not  even the invest igator  or  the detect ive 

knows who the cu lpr i t s  are ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  I  would not  

say that  they are  not  involved in  the cash - in - t ransi t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :   There  must  be an invest igat ion  20 

to l ink them to the cash - in - t ransi t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  what  point  then are you making by  

saying when you go to the dockets ,  you are  not  able to  l ink 

the deceased wi th  that  docket .   What  point  a re you making ?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Wel l ,  the cases that  we have 
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looked at  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    We cannot  do any l inkage of  

those suspects to  the cash - in- t rans i t .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  l inkage do you expect  at  that  

s tage,  i f  the culpr i ts  are not  known,  i f  even the invest igator  

or  the detect ive does not  know wh o the culpr i ts  are ?  What  

l ink would you be expect ing to make ? 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Wel l ,  normal ly  the cash - in-

t ransi t ,  wel l ,  I  would  say,  I  would  not  say normal ly ,  major i t y  10 

of  the cash- in - t ransi t ,  i t  is  on socia l  media.   There are v ideo 

record ings of  i t ,  those cash - in - t ransi t .   You could see some 

of  the cr iminals that  are there car ry ing h igh -powered r i f les 

and so for th .   You would use that  to  ident i fy  whether  these 

are the suspects in  those cases  and only  the invest igat ing 

of f icer  has the docket  and can  assist  in  doing that  l inkage .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And would you say that  that  is  the 

s i tuat ion or  the case in  a l l  77 that  we are ta lk ing about  

here?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  no,  not  in ,  actual ly  in  a l l  20 

77,  as I  sa id,  Commissioner,  there is  no reference to  

suspects,  the suspects '  names in  the docket .   So how do 

the task team l ink  those unknown people to  a cash - in -

t ransi t?   There is  no l inkage there.   And even i f  they g ive us  

names,  you cannot  f ind the names in  the cash - in - t ransi t  
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case because in  major i t y  of  the shoot ings  where there is  

cash- in- t ransi t ,  in  major i t y  of  the  shoot ings,  you wi l l  have a 

cash- in- t ransi t  that  occurs maybe two days ago .   And then 

you get  a shoot ing where pol ice go looking for  a l leged cash -

in- t ransi t  suspects and k i l l  them .   So there was no proper 

invest igat ion done to actual ly  l ink these a l leged suspects to  

the case.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Would the answer l ie  in  the docket ,  

though,  because i f  a t  that  ear ly  s tage the culpr i ts  are not  

known,  would the answer l ie  in  the docket ?  I  would imagine 10 

i t  should  not ,  and i t  cannot .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I t  cannot .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Does the answer  not  l ie  in  on what  basis 

are the pol ice say ing,  these are the  people accord ing  to the 

in format ion or  the  in te l l igence we got ?  Does the  answer  not  

l ie  there?  E i ther  there is  an answer there or  there is  not ,  

but  not  so much in  the docket ,  because I  have d i f f icu l t y  

understanding th is  about  not  f ind ing anyth ing in  the docket .    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    There is  basica l l y  no th ing in  

the docket .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    There is  noth ing in  the  docket .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Exact ly  my point .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Ja.   I f  they are get t ing the 

in format ion f rom Cr ime Inte l l igence,  a l legedly f rom Cr ime 
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In te l l igence,  they are get t ing the in format ion,  and they act  

on the in format ion wi thout  conduct ing a  proper 

invest igat ion .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  am not  even suggest ing  that  there 

is  an answer.   I  am saying i t  may or  may not  l ie  there,  that  

is  the answer .   What  in format ion d id they get ,  and what  i s  i t  

in  that  in format ion that  led them to the people that  they 

k i l led  ja ,  bu t  not  so much the docket .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  the in format ion  

they get  is  that  there is  a par t i cu la r  premises,  and most ly  i t  10 

happens in  an in formal  set t lement .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    They wi l l  ind icate that  there is  

a par t i cu lar  house where there is  suspected to  be the  

suspects that  were involved in  the cash - in- t ransi t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    So they get  the in format ion 

dur ing the day,  but  they p lan the operat ion to go through 

the n ight .   And l iv ing in  KZN,  i t  i s  very d i f f icu l t  to  go do 

operat ions at  n ight ,  especia l l y  in  the in formal  set t lements,  20 

because i t  is  a  dangerous,  i t  is  dangerous to do these 

operat ions.   So when they go to those premises,  they a l lege 

that  they come under f i re ,  and they f i re d back.   Now,  i f  you 

see at  the cash - in- t ransi ts  that  take p lace,  we know that  

these cash- in - t ransi t  robbers are h ighly t ra ined .   They are 
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h igh ly t ra ined.   They are  not  these normal  robbers th at  you 

wi l l  get  on the st reet .   They are h ighly t ra ined,  and they use 

h igh-cal iber  f i rearms.   But  when you go and you look at  the  

deceased that  is  l y ing down in  that  in formal  set t lement ,  you 

are f ind ing a homemade f i rearm,  you are  f ind ing a revolver  

or  a p is to l ,  and you can see that  these deceased that  are 

there were not  even ready to go anywhere.   They are in  

the i r  pa jamas or  underpants,  and they are  s leeping .   So 

they were not  expect ing  fo r  pol i ce  to  come in order  to  shoot  

at  the pol ice .   And i t  is  surpr is ing that  pol i ce can go and 10 

say that  they are  going to look fo r  cash - in - t ransi t  robbers,  

knowing fu l ly  we l l  that  they have h igh -powered f i rearms,  

and they wi l l  go a l l  out  to  shoot ,  because they are l inked to  

cash- in- t ransi t ,  that  you go and you knock on the door,  and 

you say,  we are  pol ice.   I t  is  surpr is ing that  they wi l l  do  

that ,  because,  you know,  as soon as you knock at  the door 

at  cash- in- t ransi t  robbers,  you are  going to come under f i re  

wi th h igh -cal iber  f i rearms,  because they are cash - in - t ransi t  

suspects .   So tha t  is  why I  am saying  the suspects that  are  

k i l led,  there is  no  l inkage that  they are the ones involved in  20 

cash- in- t ransi t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   I  hear  you on the  modus 

operandi .   My issue,  and you responded,  so I  am not  asking  

for  any fur ther  response ,  my issue just  re lated to the point  

you were making about  the dockets ,  the in format ion or  lack  



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 42  o f  129  

 

 

o f  i t  in  the dockets.   You have a l ready responded,  and  ja ,  I  

wi l l  leave i t  there .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    And,  Commissioner,  the other  

aspect  is  t hat  the  dockets,  the  dockets are c losed a lmost  

immediate ly .   Once a person is  k i l led,  the docket  gets 

c losed,  the cash - in- t ransi t  docket ,  because they l ink that  

deceased as a suspect  in  the docket  wi thout  any other  

invest igat ion ,  not  looking at  the f i rearms that  they used,  

whether  those f i rearms are l inked at  the cash - in - t ransi t  or  

maybe p laced in  the i r  ce l lphone at  the scene of  the cash - in-10 

t ransi t .   That  docket  i s  immediate ly c losed .   So there is  no  

fur ther  invest igat ion done on that  cash - in - t ransi t  docket  that  

has been opened.   

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  s t range.   Who c loses the docket?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The stat ion .   Even the task  

team themselves ,  they wr i te  the name of  the deceased on 

the docket ,  and the docket  is  c losed.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  understand that .   Not  i f  no 

connect ion was made in  te rms o f  invest igat ions that  the 

person who has been k i l led was indeed the person who had 20 

commit ted the cash - in- t ransi t .   I  just  do not  fo l low that .    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Wel l ,  based on …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  a miss ing l ink there .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  based on the sta tements  

of  the members o f  the task team, that  they went  looking for  



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 43  o f  129  

 

 

suspects involved in  the cash - in - t ransi t ,  that  case gets 

c losed.   

CHAIRPERSON :    But  I  wi l l  leave i t  a t  that .   We are not  

inqui r ing af ter  the  ext ra judic ia l  k i l l i ngs ,  ja .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  fo l low up on Mr Chaskalson 's 

quest ion about  stat is t ics .   Of  the 77 cases that  you say 

re late to  task teams,  what  percentage or  number  of  that  

re lates to cash- in- t ransi t ,  because your statement  focuses 

on cash- in - t ransi ts .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,   I  cannot  g ive you that  10 

number.   Actual ly ,  those 77 is  cash - in- t ransi t ,  d rug- re lated,  

and murder,  and cases re lated to the tax i  indust ry .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  no,  that  is  my understanding .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So my quest ion is ,  was or  i s ,  has IPID 

not  done the stat is t ica l  analys is of  the 77 cases ,  so much 

cash- in- t ransi t  cases?  And the next  quest ion that  I  would  

have asked,  that  I  now assume you may not  have an answer 

to  in  l ight  of  what  you are  saying,  i s  what  percentage of  that  

cash- in- t ransi t  number is  the major i ty  of  shoot ings that  you 20 

say they involve  Lieutenant  Colonel  Govender ’s  task team,  

because that  i s  what  you say at  paragraph 25 .   You say the 

major i t y  of  shoot ings re late to  h is  task team.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Ja.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So I  wanted to  know whether  you have 
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got  those,  the  breakdown of  numbers .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :   I  do not  have i t ,  

Commissioner,  bu t  we can supply i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Maybe whi le  we are on th is  top ic,  

just  to  i l lust rate  what  you have been saying  to the 

Commission ,  can  we d iscuss the,  can  you go to the 

Hibberdene case that  you ta lk  to  at  paragraph 21 ,  because I  

th ink th is  fa l l s  in to the category that  we are just  d iscussing .    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.   Paragraph 44?  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay ,  Commissioner .  

 “ In th is  case,  members of  Colonel  

Govender ’s  task team were on duty on 

Saturday,  the 2 n d  o f  March 2024,  and at  

about  1 o 'c lock,  the members proceeded 

on an operat ion to arrest  an a l leged CIT 

suspect .   In fo rmat ion was received f rom 

Cr ime Inte l l igence that  the suspect  was 

p lanning CIT robber ies in  Eastern  Cape.   20 

That  is  what  Colonel  Govender in formed 

the IPID invest igators,  that  the 

in format ion they received was th is  

suspect  was p lanning to do a cash - in  

t ransi t  in  Eastern Cape .   The suspect  
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went  in to h id ing in  …” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  can I  just  s top you at  that  

point .   What  degree of  in fo rmat ion would be requi red  before 

you were able to  ar rest  someone for  p lanning CIT robber ies  

in  Eastern Cape?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Wel l ,  you have to do a  proper  

invest igat ion,  l ike  put  survei l lance on the  person,  apply for  

a court  order  to  tap thei r  phones,  to  l is ten in to the i r  

conversat ions,  i f  you have that .   You cannot  just  get  

in format ion that  the person is  p lanning to do cash - in  t ransi t  10 

and then go to ar rest  h im .   You are  arrest ing h im on what?  

There is  no cr ime .   He d id  not  commit  any cr ime,  he  is  only  

p lanning to do i t ,  but  you st i l l  have to show tha t  he is  

p lanning to do i t .   Now,  they rece ived in format ion that  he 

was p lanning to commit  cash - in  t ransi t  in  Eastern Cape and 

they rushed out  to  h is  p remises .   

CHAIRPERSON :    So at  that  s tage,  at  that  ear ly  s tage,  

when you are doing the  survei l lance,  I  would imagine you 

do not  open a pol ice case .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    You can open an inqui ry,  20 

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    An inqui ry?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  a pol ice inqui ry .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  okay.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    And then you can,  w i th  the  
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inqui ry you can apply for  a court  order ,  you can apply for  

sect ion 205 wi th an inqui ry .   And then you can,  f rom your  

inqui ry,  i t  wi l l  ind icate whether  he is  par t  o f  a  cash- in  t ransi t  

group.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And can I  ask,  in  th is  par t i cu lar  

case,  a re you aware whether  there  was any inqui ry opened,  

whether  there was any docket  opened ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Noth ing,  noth ing .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  i t  not  fa i r  to  say that  that  in format ion  

would have had to have been received in  advance of  the 10 

day of  the opera t ion ,  because,  I  mean,  I  cannot ,  I  do not  

know i f  you are saying i f  they received in format ion on the  

2n d  o f  March i t se l f ,  and le t  us  say at  12 midnight ,  are you 

saying even in  those c i rcumstances,  they must  f i rs t  open an 

inqui ry number before they go and operat ional ize ?  Does i t  

not  assume that  there is  p roper  advance in format ion or  

in te l l igence that  th is  person is  at  th is  p lace,  they are  

p lanning to do th is ,  a nd there is  t ime to do survei l lance and 

everyth ing that  you are  descr ib ing,  and to get  a CIN 

number?  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  Commissioner ,  what  I  am 

indicat ing is  that ,  f i rs t ly ,  there was no evidence to prove 

that  he was involved in  p lanning cash - in  t ransi t .   So what  

they are  supposed to do is  that  when they receive d that  

in format ion,  they are  supposed to open an inqui ry and then 
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do the  invest igat ions f rom that  inqui ry,  f rom the in format ion 

that  they received .   And when they have done the 

invest igat ion to prove that  th is  suspect  is  par t  o f  the cash - in  

t ransi t  syndicate and they can do proper l inkages,  then they 

can go to make an arrest .   But  what  they d id is  that  they 

received the in format ion and they rushed of f  to  go to ar rest  

the person.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    - :  

 “The suspect  in  quest ion went  in to h id ing  10 

in  the Hibberdene area due to  having 

received death th reats .   He subsequent ly  

rented a hol iday cot tage wi th h is  

g i r l f r iend.   The members a l leged that  

they received in format ion that  the 

suspect  was in  possession of  a t  least  one 

f i rearm and was inst rumenta l  in  secur ing  

explosives i l legal ly  for  CIT I ’s f rom 

L impopo and Gauteng.   The members 

f rom the task team then proceeded to the 20 

said hol iday cot tage and knocked on the 

door and a l legedly ident i f ied themselves 

as pol ice of f icers .   The suspect  opened 

the door af ter  which the  members 

proceeded ins ide the premises and 
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searched the lounge and found noth ing  

suspic ious. ”  

 Now here the pol ice knocked on the door,  the  

suspect  opened.   I f  the suspect  had anyth ing to h ide,  he 

would have not  opened the door .   He would have shot  at  the 

pol ice at  the same t ime.   

 “The keys of  the  suspect 's  vehic le was 

found on the table .   Some task team 

members took the suspect 's  g i r l f r iend 

outs ide to the  suspect 's  vehic le  to  10 

search.   Now,  they should have taken the 

suspect  outs ide ,  not  the g i r l f r iend,  

because the vehic le belonged to the  

suspect .   Two members were le f t  to 

guard the suspect  and they were armed 

wi th the R5 r i f les and p isto ls .   I t  is 

a l leged that  the suspect  wanted to 

change and the  members accompanied 

h im into the bedroom .  The members 

a l leged that  the suspect  grabbed one of  20 

the SAPS members '  R5 whi le  at  the same 

t ime pul l ing h is  f i rearm f rom under a  

p i l low.   The member a l leged that  he and 

the suspect  lost  ba lance .   When the  

suspect  got  up,  he f i red h is p is to l  in  the  
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d i rect ion of  the member,  mercying h im 

and h is co l league .   The member  f i red 

four  rounds at  the suspect ,  fa ta l l y  

wounding the suspect .   The deceased 

susta ined four  gunshot  wounds . ”    

 Now,  in  th is  mat ter ,  Chai r ,  Commissioner,  you have 

got  two pol icemen who have R5 f i rearms pointed at  you .   

Now,  the suspect  opened the door  for  these pol icemen to 

come in ,  so,  what  is  the reason fo r  h im now to t ry  to  d isarm 

the pol icemen of  the f i rearm ?  Even i f  he shot  both those 10 

pol icemen,  there were st i l l  ten pol icemen outs ide .   So,  he  

would not  have achieved anyth ing .    

 “When we d id th is  invest igat ion,  we 

ident i f ied that  th is  deceased was the 

owner of  a  tax i  indust ry.   He is  the  owner  

in  the tax i  indust ry .   The IP ID 

invest igators requested for  pol ice case 

numbers in  which the deceased was 

sought  fo r .   However,  the Commander of  

the task team fa i led to provide any case 20 

numbers to va l idate the c la im that  the  

deceased was in  fact  sought  by the 

pol ice for  any o f fences,  le t  a lone CIT 

of fences.   Accord ing to the f i rs t  po l ice 

of f icer  responding to the scene,  the 
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deceased was the one who opened the 

door when the pol ice requested ent ry to  

the lodge.   Members on the task  team 

had not  found any i l legal  f i rearms,  

explosives or  any i tems to ind ica te that  

the deceased was in  fact  involved in  CIT 

robber ies .   The g i r l f r iend of  the deceased 

is  cur rent ly  in  h id ing as i t  is  a l leged that  

she was threatened by the members of  

the task team.   The posi t ion o f  the 10 

deceased on the scene of  cr ime 

cont radicts the vers ion of  the members of  

the task team in re lat ion to h is  at tempt  to  

draw a f i rearm f rom underneath a  p i l low 

as he was found at  the base of  the bed 

whi le  the p i l low was at  the head of  the 

bed.   The only outstanding invest igat ion 

in  th is  mat ter  i s  the statement  of  the 

suspect 's  g i r l f r iend who has been sought .   

There is  a c lear  ind icat ion that  the 20 

vers ion of  the task team members are  

fabr icated to cover up an unjust i f ied  

shoot ing.   As soon as a statement  has 

been obta ined f rom the suspect 's  

g i r l f r iend,  the docket  wi l l  be forwarded to  
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the Senior  Pub l ic  Prosecutor  for  a  

decis ion .   IP ID has yet  to  be presented 

wi th any evidence suggest ing that  the 

suspect  was invo lved in  CIT cr imes,  nor  

has the task  team of fe red any 

explanat ion as to how i t  was in formed 

that  the suspect  was in  Hibberdene.   I t  

seems that  the task team merely  used 

cash- in- t ransi t  to  cover the ac t ion of  

k i l l ing a tax i  owner.   Thei r  inabi l i ty  to  10 

expla in how they were in formed of  the  

whereabouts of  the suspect  ra ises 

suspic ion as to whether  r iva l  tax i  owners 

may have been involved in  t ipp ing them 

of f . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :   How do you make the jump to the  

suspic ion about  r iva l  tax i  owners ?  Is  that  the most  

p lausib le in ference under the c i rcumstances ?  I f  so,  why?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Chai r ,  t he deceased went  in to  

h id ing af te r  he received threats f rom r iva l  tax i  owners  and 20 

where he went  to ,  nobody knew,  not  even h is fami ly  knew 

where he went  to  and here the pol ice is  saying,  o r  the task  

team is saying that  he was involved in  cash - in- t ransi t  o r  

p lanning cash- in- t ransi t  when they cannot  f ind  or  provide  

any evidence to  that  ef fect ,  no case numbers .   He was 
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found in  that  resor t  o r  in  that  hol iday accommodat ion wi th  

h is  p r ivate  f i rearm,  l icensed pr ivate f i rearm.   There were no 

i l legal  i tems found even in  h is  veh ic le when they searched 

h is vehic le .   So our  bel ie f  is  that  because he went  in to  

h id ing,  because of  the tax i  indust ry,  that  there is  a  

possib i l i ty  that  the tax i  owners  would have probably 

ident i f ied where he went  to .    

 The second aspect  is  that  we have ident i f ied that  

the pol ice are using the pol ice grabber,  ce l lphone grabber,  

and are coming to a conclusion where possib le cash - in-10 

t ransi t  suspects are,  especia l l y  Cr ime Inte l l igence ,  they are  

ut i l iz ing  a pol ice grabber .   So they are t rac ing cel lphones .   

So i f  th is  tax i  owner went  in to h id ing,  nobody would have 

known where he is ,  not  even h is fami ly  knew he was there.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Unless I  missed i t ,  you are ment ion ing  

the fact  that  the  death threats were made by r i va l  tax i  

owners.   You are ment ion ing that  for  the f i rs t  t ime in  

response to my quest ion .   In  paragraph 45,  where you 

ment ion death threats,  you say the  suspect  went  in to h id ing 

in  the Hibberdene area due to  having received death  20 

threats.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Ja,  f rom taxi  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    There you do not  say f rom whom.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  apologize,  Chai r .   From taxi  

r iva ls .   
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CHAIRPERSON :    But  as I  say,  I  do not  know whether  

between 45 and the end of  th is  top ic you do ment ion the  

r iva l  tax i  owners .   I  do not  know.   But  in  45,  that  i s  where 

you ment ioned the threats .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    In  my in i t ia l  s tatement ,  Chai r ,  

I  ind icated that  the deceased was a wel l -known tax i  owner .   

I  do apologize fo r  not  put t ing i t  under there.   He received 

death th reats f rom taxi  owners in  the area .   

CHAIRPERSON :    So that  is  the th ing ,  the th reats by  r i va l  

tax i  owners is  the  basis for  your  suspic ion.  10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect ,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You are  connect ing wi thout  saying so ,  

and maybe i f  that  is  what  you want  to  say in  deta i l ,  you 

should speak to i t .   On the face of  i t ,  you are creat ing a  

connect ion between r iva l  tax i  owners that  you say had 

threatened th is  person .   You are  creat ing a connect ion 

between those and the task team .  Ef fect ive ly,  what  you are 

saying is  the task team in th is  case,  accord ing to IPID,  

appears to  have been doing work or  d id the k i l l ing on behal f  

o f  the r i va l  tax i  people that  threatened and caused th is  man 20 

to go in to h id ing .   Is  that  what  you are  saying,  and is  i t  

based on any invest igat ion facts,  i f  you l ike,  that  IPID has 

carr ied out ,  because i t  is  one th ing to say,  th is  is  what  we 

suspect ,  and you have no cont ro l  over  how i t  gets 

understood to mean you have created that  connect ion as a 
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mat te r  of  fact .   And i f  that  i s  what  you are  doing,  saying you 

have created a connect ion as a mat ter  of  fact ,  I  th ink you 

should say so .   Otherwise,  i f  i t  is  a  theory and noth ing 

more,  I  th ink that  should come out  c lear ly .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.   Commissioner ,  I  have 

another  case here that  I  wi l l  d iscuss where you would see 

that  connect ion .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  f ine,  we are st i l l  a t  the Hibberdene 

one.   Is  there such a connect ion  that  IPID has,  because 

your statement  does not  do that .   I t  requi res one to read 10 

between the  l ines that  th is  i s  what  you are  suggest ing.   In  

the Hibberdene case,  have you made that  k ind of  

connect ion as IPID?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     The only reason that  I  make 

that  connect ion is  that  the task  team did not  have any 

in format ion per ta in ing to cash - in- t ransi t .   The only ,  there 

was no a l legat ion,  and they have not  produced any 

in format ion per ta in ing to  cash - in- t ransi t .   However,  we know 

that  the DC ’s were involved in  the tax i  indust ry  and that  i s  

why we make that  connect ion  is  tha t  because the same task 20 

team is involved in  shoot ing other  tax i  owners .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  insofar  as i t  re la tes  to the  

Hibberdene mat ter ,  you are  saying that  is  the theory of  

IPID.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    And you say the basis fo r  that  theory is  

because you have other  cases where you wi l l  show that  th is  

task team has in  fact  done the b idding of  a  r i va l  tax i  g roup 

against  another .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You are  refer r ing to  another  case 

in  re lat ion to the tax i  indust ry .   Is  that  the P inetown case ?   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    P inetown case.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And tha t  you address at  page 17 10 

of  your  statement .   Maybe you can,  ja ,  can you take the  

Commission  through the P inetown case .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    From paragraph 28 :  

 “ I t  is  a l leged tha t  on the 30 t h  o f  May at  

about  10:30,  members f rom a task team 

under the command of  Capta in Pedro  

Rodr iguez shot  a t  a  vehic le,  a  Toyota 

Fortuner,  to  k i l l  the dr iver .   I t  is  a l leged 

that  ten members  who were  par t  o f  the  

operat ion stopped the vehic le  on the  20 

M13 h ighway eastbound to Westv i l le .   

Fourteen rounds were shot  f rom the r i f le  

at  the said vehic le .   For tunate ly fo r  the 

dr iver  of  the vehic le,  the vehic le was an  

armour-proof   vehic le .   Dur ing the 
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inc ident ,  the dr iver  te lephonical l y  

contacted the Provincia l  Commiss ioner,  

L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi ,  who 

in formed h im to dr ive of f  to  the Pavi l ion 

shopping mal l  s i tuated in  Westv i l le .   The 

dr iver  adhered to  the inst ruct ion o f  the 

Provincia l  Commissioner and he drove 

to the Pavi l ion shopping center  where  

he met  senior  o f f icers f rom Westv i l le  

SAPS.   The ten  members on the task 10 

team fo l lowed the dr iver .   However,  

when they reached the Pavi l ion 

shopping center ,  they were greeted by  

the Pavi l ion secur i t y  and senior  pol i ce 

of f icers f rom Westv i l le  SAPS .   

Invest igat ions have thus far  revealed 

that  there was a shoot ing of  a  tax i  

Chai rperson by the name of  Reg inald 

Boy-Boy Dladla  in  Hi l l crest ,  and there 

was evidence that  two suspects  were  20 

ident i f ied for  the murder.   Capta in 

Rodr iguez was tasked wi th  

apprehending the  suspects .   The f i rs t  

suspect  was a l legedly k i l led when 

Colonel  Khal i tshwayo 's team t r ied to 
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ar rest  h im.   This  murder case is  

invest igated by IPID under Hi l lc rest  CAS  

121/05/2024.   The c i rcumstances are as  

fo l lows. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry,  before you get  to  the  

c i rcumstances.   Can you p lease look at  paragraph 33,  the  

CAS number there,  is  i t  the same one?  There i t  is  a l l  the 

numbers,  except  for  the 05 and the 03 are the same.   I  am  

just  checking i f  perhaps,  i f  i t  is  the same case.   I  am 

checking i f  you have not  made a mistake.   10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Chai r  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    On the 05 or  the 03.   Are they d i f ferent  

cases?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I t  is  a  

typographical  er ror .   I t  is  05.   

CHAIRPERSON :    05.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    05.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So at  33 we must  change i t  to  05.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    05.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  thank you.   P lease cont inue then 20 

the c i rcumstances are as fo l lows.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    -  

 “The c i rcumstances are as fo l lows .   The 

suspect  was in i t ia l ly  ar rested wh i le  he 

was prepar ing to depart  for  Gauteng.   
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That  is  the f i rs t  suspect  that  was 

ident i f ied by Col onel  Khal i tshwayo.   So 

they arrested h im at  the  KZN ai rpor t  on a  

murder case,  wh ich was P ineto wn CAS 

457/08/2022,  in  which a tax i  boss was 

k i l led . ”  

 The tax i  boss,  I  have ind icated h is name,  Reginald  

Boy-Boy Dladla .   

 “ I t  i s  a l leged tha t  the pol ice quest ioned 

the suspect  about  the f i rearm that  was 10 

used in  the P inetown murder,  and he 

then took them to h is  f r iend 's res idence 

in  Hi l l crest . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  do you mean ,  which a i rpor t  i s  

th is?  You said KZN ai rpor t .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.   That  is  the K ing Shaka 

Ai rpor t ,  Chai r ,  Commissioner,  K ing Shaka Ai rpor t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    - :  

 “ I t  is  a l leged tha t  the pol ice quest ioned 20 

the suspect  about  the f i rearm that  was 

used in  the P inetown murder,  and he took 

them to h is  f r iend 's res idence in  

Hi l l crest .   Whi ls t  a t  the said premises,  

the suspect  requested to use the  to i le t .   
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A t  the re levant  t ime,  he was a l legedly  

accompanied by  two pol ice  of f i cers .   The 

pol ice a l leged that  the  suspect  reached 

for  a f i rearm that  was h idden underneath 

the s ink in  the to i le t .   One pol ice of f icer  

then wrest led the  suspect  for  the f i rearm,  

dur ing which a round went  of f ,  a t  which  

point  the second pol ice of f i cer  shot  the 

deceased.   I t  is  a l leged that  the  

deceased in  Hi l l crest  CAS 121/05/2024,  10 

who was a wel l -known establ ished 

businessman in  the tax i  indust ry ,  had 

borrowed the Toyota Fortuner f rom Mr 

Ngcobo,  the compla inant  in  P ineto wn 

CAS 678/05/2025. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  the case numbers  can get  

confusing.   So the compla inant  in  P ineto wn CAS 678 is  the 

compla inant  that  was shot  at  by the task team under the 

cont ro l  o f  Capta in  Rodr iguez .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  correct .   That  is  20 

correct .   So the …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry ,  I  have p icked up something  

s imi lar  about  the case numbers.   Here you have 678,  that  is  

here at  33.   At  35,  you have 673  and again,  the rest  is  the  

same.   Are these d i f ferent  cases,  or  again,  i s  i t  one case 
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wi th  a typo?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  i t  is  one case,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    So which one do we change ?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Chai r ,  i t  is  678.   The heading is  

678.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The cor rect  one is  678 .   So at  33,  then 

we change the 673 to 678 .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    678,  that  is  correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    My apologies fo r  that ,  Chai r .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    No problem.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Another  observat ion.   In  the heading,  

you have 678/05/2024.   And then at  33,  you have 

678/05/2025.   Is  that  a typo?  I t  should be 2024? 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    2024.   

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease cont inue .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  the,  so the f i rs t  suspect  

for  the murder of  the tax i  Chai rperson was shot  when he 

was p icked up f rom the a i rpor t  and taken to h is  f r iend 's 

house,  where the pol ice a l leged that  he t r ied to  take a  20 

f i rearm that  was h idden under the s ink.   

 “The second suspect  in  that  mat t er  

borrowed the Toyota Fortuner of  the 

compla inant  in  P inetown 678/05/2024.   

The suspect  was using the Toyota 
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For tuner,  and Capta in Rodr iguez 

obta ined in format ion,  and he  had seen 

the suspect  dr iv ing the Toyota Fortuner .   

And he a l legedly t r ied on numerous 

occasions to apprehend the second 

suspect ,  who was said to  have been 

dr iv ing the Toyota Fortuner,  to  no  avai l .   

In  the meant ime,  the vehic le was 

returned to Mr Ngcobo.   So the second 

suspect  was not  us ing that  vehic le 10 

anymore,  and Capta in Rodr iguez was 

now focusing on the Toyota Fortuner .   So 

he requested an employee at  the estate  

where the v ic t im resides to  in fo rm him 

when the vehic le  was dr iv ing out  of  the 

said estate.   On the 30 t h  o f  May 2024,  Mr  

Ngcobo le f t  h is  estate in  h is  For tuner 

vehic le,  and Capta in Rodr iguez was 

in formed that  the Fortuner was leaving  

the estate .   He and h is team fo l lowed the  20 

vehic le,  cornered i t ,  and brought  i t  to  a  

hal t  a longside the M13 .   Mr  Ngcobo  

not iced that  one vehic le had four  

occupants who were wear ing ba laclavas.   

When the Fortuner stopped on the le f t -
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hand s ide of  the  road,  Mr Ngcobo saw 

another  three vehic les behind h im .   Mr  

Ngcobo immediate ly contacted the  SAPS 

Provincia l  Commissioner,  L ieu tenant  

General  Mkhwanazi .   Whi ls t  he was on 

the cal l ,  the pol ice star ted to open f i re  on  

h is vehic le .   He was advised by the  

Provincia l  Commissioner  to  dr ive  to  

Pavi l ion Shopping Centre.   At  the 

shopping cent re ,  some senior  SAPS 10 

of f icers came and quest ioned Mr Ngcobo 

whi le  h is  vehic le was inspected and 

photographed by members of  LCRC .  Due 

to the extensive damage to h is  vehic le,  i t  

was towed to P inetown Pol ice S tat ion .   

Mr Ngcobo 's pr ivate f i rearm was a lso 

seized by the duty of f icer .   Whi ls t  the 

members f rom the LCRC were  busy 

processing the  secondary scene,  the 

members f rom Capta in  Rodr iguez 's task 20 

team arr ived at  the Pavi l ion shopping 

cent re  and they were summoned to the 

Provincia l  Commissioner 's  of f i ce by 

Major  General  Mgobhozi .   The members 

f rom the task team lef t  the scene at  
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Pavi l ion shopping cent re wi thout  being 

duly processed as t he members 

impl icated in  d ischarg ing of  o f f ic ia l  

f i rearm in an a t tempted murder  case .   

They d id not  p rovide any explanat ion or  

just i f i cat ion fo r  the shoot ing,  nor  d id they 

provide f i rearm numbers or  the number of  

rounds f i red at  the vehic le to  the duty  

of f icer  in  the i r  a t tendance a t  the 

secondary cr ime scene.   Pr imary res idue 10 

test  samples could not  be upl i f ted as the 

of f icers had le f t  the scene pr ior  to  LCRC 

obta in ing the samples as is  procedural l y  

requi red .   This a l l  took p lace under the  

inst ruct ions rece ived f rom Maj .   Gen 

Mgobhozi .   Dur ing IPID ’ s  invest iga t ion,  i t  

was establ ished that  Capta in Rodr iguez 

and another  member 's  vehic le had fa lse 

regist rat ion p lates af f ixed to the  SAPS 

vehic le that  were used for  the said 20 

operat ion .   The SAPS vehic les used were 

unmarked vehic les wi th no of f ic ia l  SAPS 

ins ignia or  mark ings to show tha t  they 

were of f ic ia l  SAPS vehic les.   IPID KZN 

proceeded wi th the invest igat ion ,  and 



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 64  o f  129  

 

 

a f ter  d iscussion wi th the cont ro l  

prosecutor ,  arrested n ine of  the ten 

members of  the  task team and they 

appeared in  P ine town court  on 11 July  

2024,  and Capta in Rodr iguez was 

subsequent ly  a rrested on the 31 s t  o f  Ju ly 

2024 and appeared in  P ine town court .   

IP ID made recommendat ions to the  SAPS 

that  d isc ip l inary  steps be ins t i tu ted  

against  a l l  ten members.   The 10 

d isc ip l inary hear ing has commenced .   

The cr iminal  mat ter  has s ince been 

postponed f rom the P ine town court  to  

Durban Regional  cour t  to  the 20 t h  o f  

August  2026. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  just  c la r i fy  one issue ?  

False regist rat ion  p lates ,  has any explanat ion been g iven 

for  fa lse regist rat ion p lates?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Wel l ,  the members,  when they 

were charged,  they e lected to remain s i lent .   They could not  20 

provide an explanat ion regard ing the fa lse number  p lates.   

But  we have ident i f ied that  the reason the fa lse number 

p lates are used so they cannot  be ident i f ied when shoot ings 

take p lace or  i f  they have to leave cr ime scenes pr ior  to  

anyone coming to  the cr ime scene ,  they are not  ident i f iab le .    
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  presumably the members 

involved in  these shoot ings a lways ,  I  mean,  you are able to  

ident i fy  th ree task teams led by Capta in Rodr iguez ,  is  i t  

Capta in Govender?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    He is  now promoted to 

L ieutenant  Colonel  Govender .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And Colonel  Khal i t shwayo .    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Khal i tshwayo,  yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So,  I  s t i l l  do not  see the  point  o f  

fa lse number p lates .   In  that  context ,  you know who the task  10 

team leaders are .   What  is  fa lse number p lates going to do ?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Wel l ,  there was no 

explanat ion provided for  the fa lse  number p lates ,  but  one 

would bel ieve  in  order  to ,  not  to  be recognized,  because 

they do not  use pol ice uni forms .   In  most  of  the cases  these 

task teams do not  use pol ice un i forms .   And i f  there is  

anyth ing that  happened cont rary to  the prescr ip ts  of  the 

Cr iminal  Procedure Act ,  then they can easi ly  leave the 

scene wi thout  being ident i f ied.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Chai r ,  we have run past  11 .   I  am 20 

not  sure i f  th is  is  a convenient  t ime to break .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  just  one quick ,  quick  quest ion.   I  just  

want  to  understand your nar rat ion of  th is  inc ident ,  the 

P inetown inc ident .   Are you doing so wi th a v iew to 

advancing the idea that  the task teams,  or  some of  them, 
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are in f i l t ra ted by cr iminal  gangs ?  I f  so,  how?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Chai r ,  I  would bel ieve that  

they are being used by  tax i ,  o ther  tax i  r i va l  gangs  because 

in  th is  case here,  the Chai rperson of  the tax i  in  the 

P inetown area was k i l led  and the pol ice went  a l l  out  looking  

for  the other  two .   And when they found the f i rs t  one,  they 

found h im at  the  a i rpor t  and he wi l l ing ly took them to h is  

f r iend 's house.   On that  invest iga t ion  where he was shot ,  

the vers ion of  the pol ice does not  make sense,  because i f  

you look at  the  bathroom where he was shot ,  there is  10 

noth ing where you can put  a f i rearm,  h ide a f i rearm under 

the z inc .   There is  no bui l t - in  cupboards there that  you can 

put  a f i rearm under the z inc.    

 So the vers ion is  to ta l l y  cont radictory to  the cr ime 

scene.   And then they went  a l l  ou t  for  the second  suspect  

and when they went  fo r  the second suspect ,  you could see 

that  they del iberate ly wanted to k i l l  h im,  not  real i z ing that  

the vehic le was an armour-p lated vehic le.   So that  i s  why I  

be l ieve that  they were ordered by someone to take out  

these two tax i ,  or  these two suspects fo r  murder ing the 20 

Chai rperson of  the tax i  indust ry .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Le t  us resume at  20 to 12.   

Let  us adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr Chaskalson.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   We come now 

to the case of  the  death of  Mr Lof tus,  Mr Bevan Lof tus,  and 

four  other  deceased on the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023.   I t  is  an  

episode that  you address f rom page 23 of  the statement .   

Maybe i f  you can star t  by just  ta lk ing br ie f l y  about ,  to  

provide the context  of  tur f  wars between gangs invo lved in  

the tow t ruck indust ry and the drug indust ry.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

“Due to the number of  y ears  of  my 10 

exper ience in  law enforcement  and 

invest igat ion spanning 40 years,  I  am 

aware that  some operators in  the tow 

t ruck indust ry are a lso involved in  the  

drug indust ry.   The tow t rucks are ut i l ised 

as a tool  to  t ransport  and supply  drugs 

throughout  the  Ethekwin i  mun ic ipal i ty .   

Over the years,  there were many tur f  wars  

between tow t ruck companies over  routes.   

There are numerous cases where  these 20 

tur f  wars have resul ted in  v io lent  cr imes,  

inc luding murder and at tempted murder. ”  

There is  a YouTube v ideo  per ta in ing to the tow t ruck and 

drug tur f  wars.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You have g iven the reference,  I  
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am not  sure we are going to,  I  do not  th ink we wi l l  p lay i t  

now,  but  i f  the Commissioners want  to  c l ick the l ink,  they 

can in  due course.   You have a l ready ment ioned ear l ier  on  

about  co l lus ion between SAPS members and the tow t ruck  

owners,  but  at  paragraph 59,  you descr ibe the main ro le  

p layers in  the  towing indust ry.   Can you take the  

Commission through paragraph 59?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“The main ro le  p layers in  the  towing 

indust ry in  and around Durban and the  10 

areas of  operat ion inc lude the fo l lowing…”  

But  they are not  l imi ted to these,  I  have just  h ighl ighted a 

few.    

“ In  Chatsworth,  you have got  the UA,  

which is  Ugly  Amer icans,  UA,  Ugly  

Amer ican K ings,  Shul tons,  Precis ion  

Towing Company,  and Exhib i t  Towing 

Company.   In  the south areas,  you have 

got  Unique Tow Ins in  Br ighton Beach,  

Durban South Tow Lines,  Cent ra l ,  M7 and 20 

N2,  Just in  Tow Lines,  Towing Indust ry,  

Higgenson Highway to Abubagwat in i  [? ]  

area.   In  the Phoenix,  you have got  G7 

Tow Lines,  Classic Tow Lines and Ordain  

Tow Lines.   And Durban and sur rounding,  
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you have got  Roadstar  Tow Trucks,  

Spr ingtown,  Asherv i l le ,  Sydenham,  

Overport  and N2.”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  what  you have not  

ment ioned in  paragraph 59 is  the tow t ruck company of  Mr  

Bevan Lof tus.   Do you recal l  what  that  tow t ruck company 

was cal led?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  the… I  put  i t  down 

below.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  I  put  i t  to  you that  i t  is  Fi rs t  for  10 

KZN.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    F i rs t ,  Yes,  that  is  r ight ,  F i rs t  

for  KZN.   And the other  tow t ruck  company that  we look at  

is  Roadstar .   Roadstar  Tow Truck.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And who is  associated wi th  

Roadstar?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  Cl ive Naicker .   Now,  

the reason I  re la ted the two tow t rucks is  because Bevan 

and Cl ive were compet i t ions to each other  in  the towing 

indust ry.   They were compet i t ions to each other .    20 

“And the shoot ings ar is ing f rom tow t ruck  

tur f  wars inc lude the fo l lowing.   A l lan  

Subramoney,  the d i recto r  of  Durban South  

Towing and Pane l  Beaters,  was a l legedly  

shot . ”  
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There is  a case number there provided.  

“Jonathan David Thomas,  d r iver  at  Durban 

South Towing and Panel  Beaters,  was 

al legedly shot . ”  

And I  have got  a case number.    

“Mar lon Stewart  and Jonathan Thomson of  

Durban South Towing and Panel  Beaters  

were murdered. ”  

I  have got  the Durban Centra l  CAS number.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You said Thomson,  i t  is  Thomas.   10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Thomas,  Thomas.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And is  i t  the same person referred to in  

60.2?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

“And then there  was Calv in Per iasamy,  

the leader of  the  B lood Gang,  owner of  

Taxis and Tow Truck.   He was fata l l y  

wounded on the 6 t h  o f  June 2018,  at  the  20 

Gateway Shopping Mal l  park ing lo t  and 

al leged by a r i va l  gang. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  we wi l l  get  to  the case you 

descr ibe in  60.2  in  re lat ion to Jonathan David Thomas,  

Bel la i r  CAS 75/12/2021.   But  for  present  purposes,  can you 
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conf i rm that  i t  was a l leged that  Bevan Lof tus was involved 

in  that  shoot ing?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then in  paragraph 65,  or  f rom 

paragraph 65,  you descr ibe or  you summarise the  events 

re lat ing to the k i l l ing of  Mr Lof tus.   Can you take the  

Commission through paragraph 61 and 62?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  

“On Saturday,  the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023,  a t  

about  14h00,  f ive  deceased were shot  and 10 

k i l led by members of  the task team under  

the command of  Colonel  Govender.   The 

shoot ing occur red ins ide a f la t  in  a  

res ident ia l  bu i ld ing.   The SAPS members  

a l legedly ident i f ied the f la t  a f te r  a r rest ing  

a suspect  in  Greenwood Park  CAS 

194/03/2023.    

When the task team entered the f la t ,  i t  is  

a l leged that  the deceased opened f i re  on  

the members  o f  the task team who 20 

returned f i re ,  fa ta l ly  wounding a l l  f ive  

deceased.   Mr Zondi  was a l leged to be an 

inkabi  o r  h i tman.   The four  other  men 

k i l led in  the inc ident  was Bevan Lof tus,  

Ryan Santos,  Chase Fynn and Michigan 
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Ippol i te ,  were involved in  the  towing 

indust ry.   The task team membe rs a l leged 

that  the deceased were a lso invo lved in  

the drug indust ry.    

The vers ion of  the task team members is  

that  they were looking for  one of  the f ive  

deceased,  who was Bevan Lof tus,  who 

was a l legedly impl icated in  the fo l lowing 

cases:  

•  Br ighton Beach CAS 64/06/2022,  which  10 

was a thef t  o f  motor  vehic le.    

•  Br ighton Beach CAS 242/11/2021,  

at tempted murder .    

•  Berea CAS 28/01/2023,  at tempted 

murder.  

•  Bel la i r  CAS 75/12/2021,  at tempted 

murder.    

•  Berea CAS 23/02/2022,  at tempted 

murder;  and   

•  Greenwood Park  CAS 19 4/03/2023,  20 

murder. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    We wi l l  get  to  these dockets a  

l i t t le  la ter .   But  maybe i f  you can p ick up f rom paragraph 

65,  where you set  out  the thesis  that  th is  k i l l ing actual ly  

was a k i l l i ng per formed by a  task team at  the instance of  a 
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r iva l  d rug gang owner.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  Commissioner,  dur ing  

our  invest igat ion,  we have in terv iewed the fami ly  members 

of  the deceased,  and more especia l ly ,  the fami ly  members 

of  Bevan Lof tus and Chase Fynn and Michigan Ippol i te .   We 

have in terv iewed them.  And dur ing  our  in terv iew,  there was 

a record ing that  was g iven to us.   A record ing where Bevan 

Lof tus contacted Cl ive Naicker ,  who is  the owner of  

Roadstar  Towing and Trucking.    

 So he contacted Cl ive Naicker  and in  that  10 

record ing,  he enqui red f rom Cl ive Naicker  why he put  a 2.5  

mi l l ion h i t  on h im.   I t  is  c lear  in  the record ing.   He asked 

Cl ive Naicker ,  why you got  a problem wi th me?  And how is  

i t  that  you put  a 2 .5 mi l l ion h i t  a t  me?  And in  the record ing,  

i t  ind icates that  he is  aware that  Cl i ve Naicker  engaged 

Dina Govender and h is team to take h im out .  

 So wi th that  record ing,  we then star ted to do the  

invest igat ion and we bel ieve that  due to th is  2.5 mi l l ion h i t ,  

Colonel  Dina Govender and h is team, they went  a l l  out  

looking for  Bevan and the other  four  deceased.   Now,  in  the  20 

invest igat ion,  the  pol ice has ind icated,  o r  Dina Govender 

and h is team ind icated,  that  they went  in to the premises 

and the f ive deceased shot  at  them.  But  f rom our  

invest igat ion,  i t  is  not  as they have ind icated.    

 The f ive deceased were in  the  premises that  
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nobody could go through the premises.   They were in  a f la t .   

And in  order  to  go to the f la t ,  you have to get  permission  

downsta i rs .   The secur i t y  wi l l  have to le t  you to go in to the  

f la t .   A f ter  they have communicated wi th the occupants of  

the f la t .   So wi th  the deceased be ing in  the premises,  they 

would not  have a l lowed the pol ice to  come through because 

they knew the pol ice  were looking out  for  them to take them 

out .    

 Because pr io r  to  the shoot ing,  two of  our  memb ers  

f rom IPID received in te l l igence f rom counter in te l l igence that  10 

the pol ice,  same Dina Govender and h is team, were going 

to take out  Bevan Lof tus and whoever is  wi th  h im.   So my 

two invest igators engaged wi th the DPP's of f i ce to  do a 252 

operat ion.   They wanted to do a 252 operat ion in  order  to  

t rap the pol ice to  when they were going to do the shoot ing.    

 But  wi th  the d iscussion of  the DPP,  i t  was not  going  

to be possib le,  because i f  the pol ice  was ar rested pr ior  to  

the shoot ing,  they would say that  they are go ing for  

invest igat ion.   And i f  you,  the only  way to have prevented 

h im f rom get t ing shot  and k i l led was to ask h im to change 20 

the p lace where  he was staying.   The two invest igators 

contacted the father  of  the deceased,  Mr Greg Lof tus,  and 

in formed h im that  they received th is  in fo rmat ion,  th is  

in te l l igence,  f rom a re l iab le Cr ime Inte l l igence source,  and 

they are passing that  in format ion over  to  h im that  they can 
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now ask Bevan Lof tus and h is f r iends to change the  address 

where they are.    

 But  the father  ind icated that  they a lso received the 

same informat ion  that  the pol ice was going to k i l l .   In  fact ,  

pr ior  to  the shoot ing,  the pol ice had v is i ted Mr Greg Lof tus '  

house more than three t imes.   They went  looking fo r  Bevan 

Lof tus.   Constant ly  they went  look ing fo r  h im.   In  one v is i t  

to  the house,  they ind icated to the father  that  we are not  

here to ar rest  Bevan,  we are here  to k i l l  h im.   They even 

to ld the father ,  you must  prepare,  go and get  h is  funera l  10 

cover and insurance,  everyth ing in  order ,  because they are  

going to k i l l  h im.   That  is  what  the father  wi l l  ta lk  about  

when he comes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  Mr John,  you speak about  

an approach to the DPP,  an at tempt  to  set  up  a 242 

operat ion.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    252.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    252,  sor ry.   Do you have that  

correspondence?  Is  i t  documented in  anywhere?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  have got  a statement  of  my 20 

invest igator  together  wi th the d ia ry ent r ies when they went  

to  the DPP's of f ice.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    We have not  seen those 

documents.   So I  th ink in  the lunch,  do you have i t  wi th  

you? 
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Ja,  I  have got  i t  wi th  me.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  th ink  in  the lunch break i t  would  

be important  fo r  us to  see those documents and to get  

copies thereof .   But  maybe i f  we can go back to the  

statement ,  because you have sketched out  your  broad 

thesis,  but  there is ,  f rom paragraph 66,  you set  ou t  some 

more deta i led evidence,  and I  th ink that  ev idence is  

important  to  h ighl ight .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So can we p ick up at  66?  10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“The Commission  has requested the AVL 

t racking records of  L ieutenant -Colone l  

Dina Govender and the banking records of  

h im and h is wi fe .   I t  has a lso  obta ined 

evidence of  cash payments made on 

behal f  o f  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina 

Govender to  conveyance at torneys 

at tending to the t ransfer  of  a  2.35 mi l l ion  

property in  Isabaya [?] ,  which he and h is  20 

wi fe had purchased.   The records 

obta ined by the Commissioner show the  

fo l lowing.   At  the re levant  t ime,  the  

month ly take -home remunerat ion of  

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender f rom 
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SAPS was less than 26,000 

. . . [ in tervenes] ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  s top you there,  and can we 

actual ly  go to page 1246 of  the exhib i ts  bundle,  1246?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  i s  f i le  3,  Mr John.   Fi le  number 3.   

F i le  number 3 on page 1246.   The spine of  the f i le  wi l l  say 

f i le  3.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Number 3.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry.   Sorry,  sorry,  sorry.   Last  t ime we 

said we should only show the re levant  t ransact ions and not  10 

f i les,  the whole th ing.   I  do not  know i f  you are ready wi th  

that .   I f  not . . .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    We do not  have a redacted copy 

of  i t .   There is  no need to f lag th is .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And i f  you look at  the ent ry on 29 

December on tha t  page,  you wi l l  see the take -home salary 

that  was paid to  L ieutenant -Colonel  Govender on the  29 t h  o f  

December 2023.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And i f  I  can just  point  ou t  to  the 

Commissioners that  that  amount  is  less than R26,000.   That  

is  the end of  th is  per iod we are ta lk ing about .   Can you then 

go to paragraph 66.2?  Maybe before we go to paragraph 

66.2,  because you are ta lk ing about  AVL records tha t  ref lect  
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that  L ieutenant -Colonel  Govender swi tched of f  h is  vehic le 

at  a  p lace 31 metres away f rom the address.   I t  says 

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender.   I t  should  be Mr  

Naicker .   Can I  ask you to go to page 1428?  Again ,  in  that  

same f i le .   1428.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Chaskalson,  you say the same f i le?  

ADV CHASKALS ON SC :    I t  is  the same f i le .   F i le  3.   I t  is 

f i le  4.   I  apologise.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    1-4?  Fi le  4?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    F i le  4 and i t  is  1428.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr John,  d id you make the correct ion in  

66.2 where i t  says:  

“At  a p lace 31 metres away f rom the 

address of  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina 

Govender…”  

I t  should be Mr Cl ive Naicker .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Cl ive  Naicker .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Do you have a bank statement  at  

1428?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  I  have got  the bank 20 

statement  at  1428.   That  is  correct .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And i t  is  a  bank statement  of  Mr  

Naicker .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And i t  g ives h is address.   We wi l l  
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not  say what  that  address is .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  the address is  there.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  you then go to  page 1427.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You wi l l  see that  these are AVL 

records f rom SAPS.   For  whose vehic le are these AVL 

records?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    These AVL records are for  t he  

vehic le that  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender used.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And i f  you look at  the GPS 10 

coord inates under inc ident  locat ion,  are those the  GPS 

coord inates of  the  address of  Mr Na icker?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The address that  we jus t  saw on 

the bank statement?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So,  i f  you can then go through 

paragraph 66.2.   You can keep 1427 open or  to  hand 

because I  am going to ask you to expla in to  paragraph 66.2 

wi th reference to page 1427.  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  

“On 16 t h  o f  August  at  16:00:29,  the SAPS 

BMW vehic le i ssued to L ieutenant -Colone l  

Dina Govender swi tched of f  i ts  ign i t ion  

and stopped for  seven and a hal f  minutes  
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a t  a  p lace 31 metres away f rom the 

address which is  ident i f ied on the ext ract  

f rom the AVL records in  the bundle. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And can you show to the 

Commission,  i f  we go back to 1427,  where do you see that?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    You see i t  on the  top f i rs t  two 

l ines.   You have go t  the f i rs t  one,  ‘ ign i t ion of f ’ ,  and i t  g ives 

you the address.   And then you would see that  there is  a  

‘ s ta r t -up’ .   So,  the ign i t ion was swi tched of f  a t  16:00:29,  

and the vehic le  star ted again a t  16:07:50 at  the same 10 

premises.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And that  was on 16th o f  August  

2022? 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can you take us through 

paragraph 66.3?  But  maybe before you go to 66.3,  le t  us 

take the Commiss ion to f i le  4,  pages 1434 to 1435.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    1434?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    1434.   Now,  can you descr ibe 

what  th is  spreadsheet  shows?  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.   These are cash 

deposi ts  that  were made in to  the bank account  of  

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender  and h is wi fe,  who is  a lso  

a SAPS member.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And on the screen that  is 
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d isp layed,  the co lumn that  says account  is  redacted,  but  

there are var ious d i f ferent  accounts that  a re  un - redacted.   

And the references to the actual  bank statements and thei r  

paginat ion in  the  record is  in  the  bundle c o lumn,  which is 

the four th co lumn.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  we can just  take an example,  

we see that  us ing  the bundle reference at  1420,  there are a  

succession of  cash deposi ts  in to what  i s  a home loan 

account .   And i f  we go to 1420,  we wi l l  see the bank 10 

statement  fo r  that .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    That  speci f i c  account  which wi l l  

re f lect  those cash deposi ts .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then in  paragraph 66.3 ,  in  the  

subparagraphs of  66.3,  you summarise the overa l l  p ic ture.   

Can you take the Commission through that  summary?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.   Commissioner,  the 20 

63.1:  

“Between 29 August  2022 and 18 

December 2023,  cash deposi ts  

aggregat ing to R2,343,050 were  made 

in to the bank accounts of  L ieutenant -



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 82  o f  129  

 

 

Colonel  Dina Govender and h is wi fe,  who 

i s  a lso a SAPS member. ”  

Sor ry,  i t  is  R2,034,350.   Cor rect ion,  R2,034,350.   That  i s  

cash deposi ts .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then 66.3.2.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  

“On 15 May 2023,  cash amounts  

aggregat ing to a to ta l  o f  R179,800 for  the  

benef i t  o f  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina 

Govender and h is wi fe wi th deposi t  in to  10 

the bank account  of  the conveyancers  

at tending to the t ransfer  of  a  R2.3  mi l l ion  

property that  they had purchased. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And 66.3.3.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“On 19 May,  another  cash deposi t  o f  

R200,000 for  the benef i t  o f  L ieutenant -

Colonel  Dina Govender and h is w i fe was 

paid to  the conveyancing at torney. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  just  for  the benef i t  o f  the  20 

Commissioners,  the conveyancing at torneys,  as was thei r  

duty,  reported these cash deposi ts  to  the F inancia l  

In te l l igence Centre.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And a le t ter  f rom the 
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conveyancing at torneys conf i rming that  these cash deposi ts  

were indeed made can be found a t  pages 1330 and 1331.   

Then 66.3.4.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“On the 26 t h  o f  Apr i l  2023,  an amount  of  

R298,462 was t ransferred in to the home 

loan account  of  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina 

Govender.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And are you able to  source the  

or ig in of  that  t ransfer?  10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    66.4?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“The cash amounts above aggregate to  

R2,414,150. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    66.5?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“When the unat t r ibuted t ransfer  of  

R298,462 is  added to th is  amount ,  the  

aggregate is  R2,712,612. ”  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And in  66.6 you refer  to  the bank 

statements and the spreadsheets we have a l ready taken.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect ,  that  is  correct .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can you then go to paragraph 

67? 
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    67.  

“On 31 s t  o f  March 2022,  the day before  

Bevan Lof tus was k i l led by the task team 

led by L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender,  

h is  fa ther ,  Mr Gregory Lof tus,  appl ied to  

the High Court  in ter  a l ia  to  in te rd ic t  

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender and 

the SAPS f rom k i l l ing Bevan Lof tus.   Mr  

Lof tus was a fo rmer SAPS member.   He 

owned the adjacent  property on which he 10 

and Bevan Lof tus l ived. ”    

That  is  Mr Gregory Lof tus.   He was a former SAPS member.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And can I  ask you to go to f i le  1,  

page 4?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  am on i t .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And f i rs t ,  can you ident i fy  the 

document  that  you see star t ing at  page 4?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  th is  i s  the court  in terd ict  

that  was sought  for .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And the stamp of  the court  on  20 

that  document ,  can you ident i fy  that?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I t  i s  dated the 31 s t  o f  March 

2023.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And what  day was Bev an Lof tus 

actual ly  k i l led?  
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    He was k i l led on the 1 s t .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The next  day?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The next  day.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So th is  appl icat ion was issued 

the day before?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You say in  paragraph,  can I  then 

ask you to go to paragraph 68?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“ In  h is  founding af f idavi t  in  the in terd ict  10 

appl icat ion,  Mr Gregory Lof tus a l leged 

that  Mr Cl ive Naicker  p romised to pay 

L ieutenant -Colonel  D ina Govender 2.5  

mil l ion to k i l l  Bevan Lof tus. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then can I  ask you to go to the 

bundle i tse l f  and to paragraph 18 o f  the founding af f idavi t  in  

the in terd ict  appl icat ion at  the foo t  of  page 17,  paragraph 

18? 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“Dur ing 2022,  both Bevan and mysel f  20 

received in format ion that  there was an 

assassinat ion cont ract  put  on Bevan's l i fe  

in  the amount  of  2 .5 mi l l ion.   I  a lso  

received in format ion f rom a pol iceman I  

know,  that  the h i t  on my son was genuine.   
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The word was that  I  should be carefu l  

because i f  they cannot  k i l l  Bevan,  they 

would k i l l  my son Nicholas or  mysel f . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Back to paragraph 69 and then 

maybe i f  you can take us through the whole of  paragraph 69 

and i ts  subparagraphs and I  wi l l  s top you f rom t ime to t ime 

to ampl i fy .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“ I  have been in formed that  Mr Lof tus  wi l l  

test i fy  before the Commission,  so I  do not  10 

repeat  the deta i l s  that  is  descr ibed in  the  

in terd ict  appl icat ion of  the in teract ions 

between the Lof tus fami ly  and members  of  

the SAPS and between Bevan Lof tus  and 

Mr Cl ive Naicker .   I  merely emphasise the  

fo l lowing features of  the chronologica l  

that  emerges f rom the af f idavi t  o f  Mr  

Gregory Lof tus in  the in terd ict  appl icat ion.    

The f inancia l  records obta ined by the  

Commission and the invest igat ion in to the  20 

k i l l ings that  IPID have subsequent ly  

conducted.   Between 29 August  2022 and 

the end of  November 2022,  over  430,000 

was deposi ted in  cash in to the accounts  

of  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender and 



    12 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 157 

Page 87  o f  129  

 

 

his wi fe. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  s top you there?  Can we go 

to page 1434?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you in  f i le  4?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    In  f i le  4.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    That  is  the th in one.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The 1434 and going over  the  

page to 1435.   Just  the top two ent r ies on 1435.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  I  am wi th you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can you conf i rm that  those cash 10 

deposi ts  ref lected on 1434 and going over  the page to 1435 

exceed in  to ta l  430,000?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    From the 29 t h  o f  August .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Which is  the top of  1435.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  correct .   Righ t  up to 

the 10 t h  o f  November.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then i f  you go back to 69.2.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“On the 13 t h  o f  December  2022,  

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender,  20 

Warrant  Of f icer  Thanasekaran S ivan 

Naidoo together  wi th other  members of  

the task team went  to  the home of  Mr  

Gregory Lof tus looking for  Bevan Lof tus.   

The pol ice of f i cer  c i ted Bel la i r  CAS 
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23/2/2022 and Bel la i r  75/12/2021 in  

re lat ion to the i r  search. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  we are going to go  to these 

dockets now.   In  69.4,  you said they conta in no evidence of  

consequence impl icat ing Bevan Lof tus.   I  want  to  put  to  you 

that  i t  may be s l ight ly  overstated there.   No evidence upon 

which Bevan Lof tus  could be convicted is  what  I  want  to  put  

to  you there.   There is  ev idence against  Bevan Lof tus in  

these dockets,  bu t  i t  is  not  ev idence on which a responsib le  

prosecut ion would  be launched,  I  would submit .  10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  the evidence that  was 

conta ined in  tha t  docket  was where h is name was 

ment ioned by the  v ic t im.   And in  one case,  there was an 

a l leged wi tness.   But  I  th ink wi th  both those statements,  

looking at  the tur f  war between tax is and drug dealers,  

there is  no conclusive evidence that  would have convicted 

Bevan Lof tus.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Wel l ,  maybe i f  we can go to those 

dockets,  and i f  we star t  wi th  the 2021 case,  and i f  we can 

go to f i le  3,  page 866,  maybe 865.   20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  865.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can you ident i fy  that  s tatement?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    This statement  is  made by the  

v ic t im,  Jonathan David Thomas.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And he descr ibes,  on page 865,  
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being conf ronted by a man te l l ing h im he is  not  a l lowed… or  

wanted to know what  he was doing there.   I f  you p ick up at  

the top of  866,  th is  i s  the ident i f icat ion of  Mr  Lof tus '  

involvement .   The f i rs t  ident i f icat ion of  Mr  Lof tus '  

involvement .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can you read paragraph 5?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“The person by the name of  Coupo n,  he  

was work ing fo r  Lof tus.   He went  on  10 

fur ther  to  say that  h is  boss,  Bevan,  had 

made i t  c lear  that  Durban South  is  not  

supposed to operate in  the area.   I  know 

Bevan Lof tus to  be the  owner of  Fi rs t  fo r  

KZN.  He then said that  he wi l l  “ raakfa l l ”  

wi th  me.”  

Which means that  they wi l l  get  invo lved wi th each other .    

“ I  understood raakfa l l  to  be a s lang word  

which is  used as a threat  to  someone's  

safety.   At  that  point ,  I  fe l t  threatened 20 

because I  know that  they were capable of  

carry ing  out  the i r  th reats.   I  then drove 

away onto the N2 nor thbound onramp and 

proceeded to the  same spot  where I  was 

stat ic  on the M7 Edwin Swales Dr ive.   
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I  was parked in  the same posi t ion  which  

was under the t rees on the M7 Edwin  

Swales Dr ive,  on  the grass verge fac ing  

west .   I  was seated in  the vehic le  in  the  

dr iver 's  seat  and wai t ing for  the next  ca l l -

out .   I  was st i l l  emot ional ly  d is turbed.    

Around 14.30,  I  observed a grey Toyota  

Corol la  which was dr iven past  me at  h igh  

speed towards the N2 br idge.   The dr iver  

suddenly stopped about  100 metres ahead 10 

and then made a U-turn and drove 

towards Wakesle igh Road which was at  

the rear .   There  were four  occupants in  

the vehic le.   They appeared to be  males 

but  I  could not  ident i f y  anyone.    

About  10 to 15 minutes la ter ,  I  observed 

in  my rear -v iew mi rror  a grey car  

approaching s lowly.   Other  motor is ts  were  

over tak ing th is  vehic le.   I t  appeared to me 

that  th is  vehic le was exper iencing a  20 

mechanical  problem.   This vehic le then 

stopped next  to  me which was wi th in a 3  

metre d is tance.   I  immediate l y recognised 

Bevan Lof tus seated in  the  f ront  

passenger seat .   Coupon was seated in  
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the rear  le f t  passenger seat  and I  am 

uncerta in who the  dr iver  was.    

The vehic le was a grey Datsun Go 7 -

seater  model .   I  was unable to  ret r ieve  

the regist rat ion number.   I  immediate ly  

concluded that  they were going to  at tack  

me.    

Bevan and Coupon then drew p is to l - type 

f i rearms and star ted to shoot  at  me.   I  

immediate ly t r ied  to h ide and opened my 10 

passenger door and managed to d ive out .   

By then I  not iced that  the vehic le w as 

dr iven away but  they were st i l l  shoot ing at  

me.   A l i t t le  fu r ther  down,  they made a U -

turn and drove back towards Wakesle igh  

Road.   At  that  t ime,  I  was running in to the  

bushes but  I  s t i l l  had them in s ight .    

A f ter  the vehic les  d isappeared,  I  re turned 

to my vehic le.   I  immediate ly a le r ted  

everyone on the radio  of  the shoot ing.   I  20 

managed to locate my cel l  phone in  my 

vehic le when I  heard i t  r ing ing.   I t  was my 

manager,  Lucky,  who had cal led  to f ind  

out  what  was happening.   I  expla ined 

quick ly what  happened and to ld h im that  I  
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am going to the yard in  Sydney Road.    

I  not iced that  there were severa l  bu l le t  

ho les a l l  over  the  dr iver 's  s ide  of  my 

bakkie.   I  qu ick ly  managed to p ick  up as  

many shel l  casings as possib le.   They 

were st i l l  hot .   I  p laced them in a face 

mask and then drove away.   I  could not  

see the suspect  vehic le anywhere  in  the  

v ic in i t y .   I  then proceeded st ra ight  to  the  

yard in  Sydney Road.    10 

At  the yard,  I  met  my boss and h is  son 

and my manager,  Lucky.   I  expla ined to  

them what  had t ranspi red.   I  a lso  

conf i rmed to them that  as much as I  was 

not  in jured,  that  I  was very shaken up 

emot ional ly .   They parked the veh ic le  in  

the yard.   I  ind ica ted that  I  d id  not  requi re  

any medical  t rea tment  at  that  t ime.   My 

boss said that  I  could take a few days of f  

f rom work.   I  took my personal  s tuf f  as  20 

wel l  as the shel l  casings,  and Lucky then 

took me home where I  have been s ince.    

On Monday,  the  13/12/2021,  my boss 

cal led me and d iscussed an appo intment  

for  me wi th the pol ice.   I  was not  yet  in  a  
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posi t ion to meet  wi th the pol ice the same 

day,  so he conf i rmed an appointment  for  

me fo r  Tuesday,  the 14 t h  o f  December  

2021,  at  8  o 'c lock .    

On Tuesday,  the 14 t h  o f  December  2021,  

at  about  7.30,  Lucky fetched me and took 

me to the pol ice stat ion at  about  8  

o 'c lock.   I  was in terv iewed by Capta in  

Roopla l ,  who then recorded my statement .   

I  a lso handed a l l  the shel l  casings to a  10 

female Capta in Nai r ,  who p laced them in  

an exhib i t  bag wi th ser ia l  number  

PA6004007379 in  my presence.    

I  do not  understand why I  was at tacked in  

that  manner.   Bevan is  known to me for  

about  15 years now.   I  therefore desi re a  

pol ice invest igat ion in  the mat ter . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So th is  is  a statement  that  does 

d i rect ly  impl icate Bevan Lof tus.   Is  there any other  ev idence 

in  the docket  that  impl icates Bevan Lof tus?  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    There is  no other  statement  in  

the docket .   One second.   Is  that…?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  can conf i rm i t .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    There is  no other  ev idence 

that  is  impl icat ing  h im,  as ide that  one statement .  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  then take you to page 888?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  Mr Chaskalson,  maybe before you 

move on,  just  for  my understanding,  Mr  John,  what  do  you 

mean in  the l ight  of  th is  d i rect  a l legat ion about  Bevan 

Lof tus?  When you say there was noth ing of  consequence,  

what  i s  lacking that  makes you say,  I  mean,  to  me,  a  

layperson,  that  k ind of  a l legat ion seems to  be of  

consequence towards something.   I  am not  ta lk ing about 

whether  successfu l  p rosecut ion or  not .   Here is  someone 

who says,  I  know him,  and  he was there,  he shot  me,  and I  10 

took casings.   What  do you say lacks f rom th is  docket  that  

makes you say there was noth ing o f  consequence?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  i t  is  only the 

vers ion of  the v ic t im.   And we a l l  know that  th is  was a tur f  

war in  the tax i  indust ry.   I  mean,  the tow t ruck indust ry.   So 

h is vers ion has to  be tested.   What  statement  he makes has 

to be tested aga inst  something.   Other  ev idence that  is  

supposed to be obta ined or  other  wi tnesses.   So,  yes,  there 

is  a l ink to  Bevan,  but  there is  no other  ev idence beside h is  

statement ,  the sta tement  of  the v ic t im.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Such as what?  What  would you have 

expected to be in  the docket  that  would make you say,  yes,  

there is  something of  consequence?  Assuming the docket  

is  s t i l l  under invest igat ion,  what  would you expect  to  f ind?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  the  pol ice 
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fa i led to do the  invest igat ion in  te rms of  bal l is t i c  reports.   

They fa i led to do the t racking of  Bevan 's ce l l  phone number  

to  the area where  the shoot ing  took p lace.   A lso,  even i f  the 

vehic le that  Bevan was a l legedly to  have dr iven,  possib ly  

there would have been an AVL or  checker report  on that  

vehic le.   So bes ide the  statement  of  the v ic t im,  there  is  

other  invest igat ion that  the pol ice are supposed to conduct  

to  l ink Bevan to the case.   And i f  you look at  i t ,  th is  docket  

was opened in  2021 and Bevan was k i l led in  2023.   So i t  i s  

a  lo t  o f  invest igat ion that  could  have been put  in to the 10 

docket  pr ior  to  the shoot ing and k i l l ing of  Bevan.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you are not ,  and maybe i t  is  my 

mistake,  before looking at  the docket  and reading your 

statement ,  I  have got  the impression that  what  you are  

saying is  there was noth ing that  impl icates h im under that  

case number.   That  is  not  what  you were conveying.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No.   Commissioner,  the only  

statement  that  impl icates h im is  the A1.   A1 statement ,  that  

is  i t .   And f rom the invest igat ion,  you basica l l y  got  the A2,  

which is  a copy of  the SAP13,  where they handed in  the 20 

exhib i ts ,  and then you got  a bal l i s t ic  report  on the  exhib i t  

i tse l f .   But  Bevan 's f i rearm was not  se ized in  order  to  match 

whether  i t  is  the same f i rearm.   So there is  noth ing  e lse in  

the docket  besides A1,  A2,  and A3.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    And just  to  be c lear ,  Mr Chaskelson 

d id cor rect  par t  o f  your  statement  to  say there is  some 

evidence,  but  not  suf f i c ient  to  obta in a convict ion.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  just  a lso ask you to  turn to  

the foot  of  page 888,  sp i l l ing ove r  to  page 889?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Correct .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    F i rs t ,  can you ident i fy  who is  

issuing or  under  whose name those notes in  the  docket  

appear?  10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The ent ry that  was made,  that  

is  on the foot  o f  888,  i t  is  an ent ry made by Capta in  

Govender.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And how does Capta in Govender  

come to be making ent r ies on th is  docket?  Are you aware?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  when the task team 

decided to go a f ter  Bevan,  they then went  look ing fo r  

dockets where Bevan w as l inked to.   So they p icked up 

dockets f rom di f fe rent  s tat ions in  the Durban area where h is 

name has been ment ioned,  in  o rder  to  possib ly  to  use those 20 

dockets when they went  looking  for  h im and eventual ly  

executed h im.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  jus t  c lar i fy  something?  I  

thought  that  spec i f ic  task team, the DPCI task team, thei r  

ro le was to deal  wi th  drug -re lated issues.   Now,  i f  these 
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dockets are not  d rug - re lated,  why are they get t ing involved 

in  these cases?  Say i t  is  an ord inary murder or  an ord inary  

cr iminal  case.   Why are they get t ing involved in  these 

dockets i f  the i r  ro le is  to  f ight  d rugs and drug t raf f i ck ing?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner,  they basica l l y  

ut i l ise these dockets to  just i fy  the i r  reason for  looking for  

Bevan.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  i f  they are not  looking fo r  h im for  

drug-re lated cases,  why are they even involv ing themselves 

in  those dockets and those cases?  10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  have got  no idea,  

Commissioner,  why.   But  these dockets,  when the shoot ing  

of  Bevan and the  four  o ther  deceased,  these are the case 

numbers that  they gave us.   And when the invest igat ing  

of f icer  in  th is  case,  most  of  these cases were invest igated 

by a Sergeant  Govender who fe l l  under the task team.  He 

was incorporated to work wi th the  task team, and he was 

invest igat ing these dockets.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   Thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The only evidence in  th is  docket  20 

against  Bevan was the evidence of  Jonathan David Thomas 

in  h is  A1 statement .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  ask you to go back to page 

25 of  your  statement ,  paragraph 60.2?  60.3.  
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  okay.  

“Mar lon Stewart  and Jonathan Thomas o f  

Durban South Towing and Panel  Beaters  

were murdered in  Durban Centra l  CAS 

789/12/2022. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    When would that  murder have 

taken p lace in  tha t  CAS number,  wi th  that  CAS number?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    In  December 2022.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can you go back to the  foot  of  

page 888 and the note of  then -Capta in Govender?  10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I t  says th is  ent ry was made on 

2022/12/2023.   I  mean,  sorry,  the 23 r d  o f  December 2022.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Okay.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I t  says:  

“Docket  inspect ion,  f ina l i se outs tanding 

invest igat ion,  t race Bevan Lof tus ,  task  

Cr ime Inte l l igence,  see my ent ry in  Bel la i r  

CAS 23/3/2022,  in fo rmat ion received tha t  

v ic t im in  th is  mat ter  was shot  and k i l led in  

Agar Road on the  20 t h  of  December  2022. ”  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So can I  just  s top you at  that  

point?  So the only evidence in  th is  docket  agains t  Bevan 

Lof tus was the statement  of  Mr  Thomas.   But  to  the 

knowledge of  Capta in Govender,  Mr  Thomas had been k i l led  

on the 20 t h  o f  December.  
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So he was no longer avai lab le to  

be a wi tness against  Mr Lof tus.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can we then go to the  second 

case,  the Bel la i r  23/2/2022?  That  is  at  page 892 of  f i le  3.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    A t  898,  once again there is  an A1 

statement  of  Mr Jonathan David Thomas?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  unfor tunate ly,  the copy in  

our  bundle is  pract ica l l y  i l leg ib le.   We are going to ask you 

to g ive us a more  leg ib le copy.   But  can I  ask you to  conf i rm 

that  once again Mr Thomas made a statement  that  accused 

Mr Lof tus of  shoot ing at  h im?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    In  h is  s tatement ,  d id Mr Thomas 

ind icate whether  he was a lone in  the vehic le or  whether  he  

had a passenger in  the  vehic le?  Did he ment ion a 

passenger in  the vehic le?  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  when you read the  

statement  of  David Jonathan Thomas,  he makes no ment ion  

of  any passenger in  the vehic le.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Another  statement  that  appears 

in  the docket  impl icat ing Mr Lof tus,  that  is  at  page 899.   
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    899,  that  is  correct .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    This one is  leg ib le.    Can you 

read i t?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  i t  says here:  

“ I ,  Eugene Erasmus,  states under oath in  

Engl ish,  I  am an adu l t  male wi th date of  

b i r th  1984/06/02,  age 38 years,  res id ing  

at  37 Qual i ty  St reet ,  Wentworth.   I  do not  

have a ce l l  phone and I  am cur rent ly  

unemployed. ”  10 

I t  s tates:  

“On the 5 t h  o f  February 2022,  at  6  o 'c lock  

hours wi th David Jonathan Thomas in  the  

tow t ruck Durban South Towing,  we was 

parked a long Edward Swales Dr ive,  M7 

turnof f .   Whi le  seated on my passenger  

seat  . . . [ in tervenes] ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    On the.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Commissioner?  

CHAIRPERSON :    On the passenger seat .  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Ja,  on the passenger seat ;  

“…I not iced a b lue Hyundai  vehic le tha t  

came behind us,  suddenly I  heard  

gunshots coming f rom behind us.   I  then 

looked in  the back to see what  was 
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happening and to take cover.   I  saw 

Bevan in  the passenger seat  of  the b lue  

Hyundai  wi th  h is  arms out  of  the  vehic le  

wi th a r i f le  and was shoot ing at  us.   I  then 

took cover by lay ing on the f loor  and I  

then screamed for  David to  take cover.   

And as soon as the shoot ing stopped,  I  

opened the passenger door and ran out  as 

I  was fear ing fo r  m y l i fe .   When I  ran  

away,  I  thought  David was wi th me,  but  he  10 

was not .   I  d id  no t  come back immediate l y  

because I  was fear ing for  my l i fe .   When I  

came back af te r  an hour,  Dav id was 

a l ready rushed to hospi ta l .   I  desi re  

fur ther  invest igat ion in  th is  mat ter .   I  

know and unders tand the contents  of  the 

statement .   I  have no object ion in  tak ing  

the prescr ibed oath.   I  consider  the  

prescr ibed oath  to  be b inding  on my 

conscience.   I  swear that  the contents of  20 

the statement  is  the t ruth,  so help me 

God.”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    What  is  your  comment  on th is  

statement?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    When I  in te rv iewed the  
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invest igat ing of f icer ,  Sergeant  Govender,  who worked in  the  

task team . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  Sergeant  Govender?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  no,  no Sergeant  

Govender.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sergeant  Govender.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    So when I  in te rv iewed h im 

about  the statement ,  because I  po inted out  to  h im that  th is  

statement  was taken on the 21 s t  o f  February 2023 and the  

inc ident  of  the shoot ing was on the 5 t h  o f  February 2022.  10 

So i t  was a year la ter  that  the statement  was taken.   And I  

po inted out  to  h im that  in  the A1 statement  there  was no 

ment ion of  Eugene Erasmus.   So I  enqui red f rom him how 

did he come to know about  th is  wi tness Eugene Erasmus 

and then he said he was he was in formed by Dina Govender 

to  go and take the statement .   A lso when I  looked at  the,  

there is  a statement  of  the ambulance the ambulance 

personnel  that  was parked there was parked next  to  the tow 

t ruck.   I  do not  see a l l  the pages of  the statement  here.   I  

can just  point  out  par t  o f  the  statement ,  par t  o f  h is  20 

statement  i s  897,  is  on page 897.    

 When I  looked at  that  s tatement  the ambulance 

dr iver  is  ta lk ing about  a whi te vehic le that  looked l ike a 

Nissan Ti ida that  that  sped of f  f rom the shoot ing  but  he  

does not  ment ion  who was in  the vehic le.   So for  me th is  
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th is  case a lso i t  is  only the only the statement  of  A1 that  

points out  to ,  okay,  A1 and then Erasmus,  the statement  of  

Eugene Erasmus,  that  points out  to  Bevan  that  was involved 

in  the shoot ing but  i f  you look at  i t  the statement  of  Eugene 

was taken a year la ter  af te r  the inc ident .   However A1 in  h is  

statement  never ment ioned about  a passenger wi th h im.    

 I t  would be c lear  i f  you parked at  s ix  o 'c lock in  the 

morning at  in  a tow t ruck vehic le,  you would know that  you 

got  a passenger and you wou ld ment ion i t  in  your  

statement ,  that  you were parked there at  the at  the  Edward 10 

Swales,  maybe you were chat t ing wi th your passenger who 

is  Erasmus and even in  the A1 sta te ment ,  the A1 does not  

say anyth ing about  h im saying Erasmus take cover.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  i t  does not  ment ion Erasmus?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I t  does not  ment ion Erasmus 

because to me I  be l ieve that  he was a lone at  the t ime of  the  

shoot ing.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Let  us then go back to the main 

statement ,  paragraph 69.5,  we are ta lk ing about  the f i rs t  

v is i t  to  the house of  Mr Gregory Lof tus in  December 2022.   20 

69.5.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“On arr iva l  a t  the premises,  Mr Gregory  

Lof tus in formed L ieute nant -Colonel  Dina 

Govender that  Bevan was not  at  home.   
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The members of  the task  team forcefu l l y  

broke the lock of  Bevan Lof tus,  which was 

searched wi thout  a search warrant .   Mr  

Michigan Ippol i te  was ins ide the home of  

Bevan Lof tus.   He was a l legedly  water -

boarded by the  task team who wanted h im 

to d isc lose the  whereabouts of  Bevan 

Lof tus.   Mr Ippol i te  would la ter  be  one of  

the men k i l led on the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023.   

Members of  the task team recovered an 10 

a l leged sto len vehic le which was found on 

the premises.   Gregory Lof tus in formed 

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender tha t  

the vehic le was towed by one of  the  

dr ivers being employed by Bevan Lof tus  

and was being reta ined because the  

towing and storage costs remain unpaid.   

He c la imed to have shown the  SAPS 

members an advert i sement  in  the  

Independent  Newspaper,  ind icat ing that  20 

the vehic le was to be sold to  recover the  

outstanding cost .   Members of  the task  

team also c la imed to have recovered an 

AK-47 bul le t  f rom the property o f  Bevan 

Lof tus.   The task  team arrested G regory  
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Lof tus.   Gregory a l leged that  L ieu tenant -

Colonel  Govender stated that  Gregory  

Lof tus would be re leased i f  Bevan handed 

h imsel f  to  the po l ice.   Mr Gregory  Lof tus  

was deta ined in  custody before  being 

re leased on the 22 n d  o f  December 2022.   

Bevan Lof tus was in formed tha t  Cl ive  

Naicker  had of fered L ieutenant -Colone l  

Dina Govender 2.5 mi l l ion to k i l l  h im.   On 

the 25 t h  o f  January 2023,  Bevan Lof tus  10 

phoned Cl ive Naicker  to  conf ront  h im 

about  th is .   A  record ing of  th is  ca l l  has 

been reta ined and a t ranscr ip t  o f  the cal l  

is  conta ined in  the bundle.   As appears 

f rom the t ranscr ip t  . . . [ in tervenes] ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Before  we get ,  maybe we could  

go to that  t ranscr ip t .   I t  is  a t  page 3  of  the bundle.    

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Page 3 of  which bundle?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    F i le  1.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    F i le  1.   Okay,  I  am on page 3.  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And whi le  you are at  page 3,  can 

I  ask you a lso to go to page 42,  which is  par t  o f  the 

in terd ict  papers,  and just  to  conf i rm that  the same t ranscr ip t  

was par t  o f  the in terd ict  papers.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can we then read through the 

t ranscr ip t?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Page 3?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Of  42,  the same document .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.   The cal le r  was Bevan 

Lof tus,  F i rs t  fo r  KZN Towing,  and the receiver  was Cl ive 

Naicker ,  Roadstar .   Date,  25 t h  o f  January 2023,  between 

hal f  past  f ive and 6.30.   Bevan Lof tus speaks,  he says:  

“Roadstar ,  Mr Cl ive h imsel f ,  how are  

you?”  10 

Cl ive Naicker  states:  

“Yes,  who is  th is  he re?”  

Bevan Lof tus says:  

“Lekker,  lo ts of  money,  2.5 on my head 

now,  huh?  

Cl ive Naicker :  

“Who is  th is  here?  Who is  th is  here?  Bevan,  you.   You  

ki l led my uncle,  you. ”  

Bevan Lof tus:  

“Yes…”  20 

And there is  c rossta lk in  between.    

“How you can phone Dane,  to  te l l  Dane to  

set  me up?”  

Cl i ve Naicker :  

“ I  phoned Dane?  I  do not  even know,  
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fucking know who Dane is . ”  

Bevan Lof tus:  

“Yes,  I  never,  ever  fought  wi th  you.   I  

have no problem wi th you,  but  i t  looks l i ke  

you are af ter  me.   You are paying Dino 

Govender,  you are paying a l l  the kêre ls to  

do a l l  th is  th ing  to me.   I  never had 

noth ing to do w i th you.   I  have never  

minded your business.   I  have got  no f lop  

wi th you,  but  Bal l ie  you went  out  of  your  10 

way to do a l l  these th ings to me.   You 

want  to  k i l l  me and a l l  that  k ind.   Bal l ie ,  

where is  the numbers?”  

Cl i ve Naicker :  

“ I  do not ,  are you making a l legat ions 

against  me or  you are te l l ing me the  

facts?”  

Bevan speaks:  

“ I  am asking you,  where are the numbers,  

Bal l ie?”  20 

Cl ive Naicker :  

“Let  us star t  o f f  now,  le t  us star t  o f f . ”  

Bevan Lof tus:  

“ I  never do fucked a l l  to  you,  check here,  

I  have done fuck a l l  to  you. ”  
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Cl i ve Naicker :  

“Fi rs t l y ,  you are te l l ing the people I  k i l led  

Reagan.”  

Bevan Lof tus:  

“See now,  Bal l ie ,  see how I  took that .   No 

f lop.   You want  to  k i l l  me,  r ight?  No f lop.   

The fastest  l ive the longest ,  r ight ,  lekker . ”   

Cl i ve say:  

“What  is  that?”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now in In  your  statement ,  back at  10 

page 30,  you draw,  you h ighl ight  cer ta in features of  the 

t ranscr ip t  f rom 69.11.1 onwards.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :     

“From the t ranscr ip t ,  Mr Naicker  was 

in i t ia l l y  unable to  ident i f y  Bevan Lof tus as  

a cal le r…”  

Because i f  you see,  when Bevan contacts Cl ive,  Cl ive say,  

yes,  who is  th is?   But  as soon as Bevan ment ions the 2.5 

mi l l ion  pr ice on h is head,  Mr  Naicker  immediate ly ident i f ies 

h im as Bevan.   So i t  shows that  he was fu l l y  aware  of  the  20 

2.5 mi l l ion h i t  on Bevan.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  somet imes for  a few seconds,  you 

may not  recognise the voice of  someone that  you do not  ta lk  

to  a l l  the t ime.   But  as they cont inue speaking,  you may end 

up recognis ing the voice.   So I  am not  sure that  the 
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in ference you draw is  necessar i ly  p lausib le.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  get  i t  f rom what  you are 

saying,  Commissioner.   But  when I  look at  i t ,  immediate ly 

when the 2.5 mi l l ion was ment ioned,  then Cl ive Naicker  say,  

who is  th is ,  who is  th is ,  Bevan,  you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  you are  repeat ing exact ly  what  you 

say,  and that  is  what  I  am query ing .   So basica l l y ,  you have 

not  responded to what  I  am saying to you.   I  am saying what  

you say is  not  necessar i l y  p lausib le,  because i t  does 

happen that  you may not  recognise the voice of  someone 10 

ta lk ing  to you over  the phone,  someone that  you do not  ta lk  

to  a l l  the t ime.   So you may for  a few seconds not  recognise 

the voice,  but  as  the person cont inues speaking,  you then 

recognise the voice.   So i t  is  on that  basis that  I  say what  

you say is  not  necessar i l y  p lausib le.   So you cannot  answer 

me by repeat ing what  you have said.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The reason why I  ind icated 

that ,  Commissioner,  because th is  conversat io n was quick,  

very quick.   I t  would not  be l i ke where there was some t ime 

that  Cl ive took to recognise a vo ice .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Has i t  never happened to you that  for  a 

few seconds you may not  recognise the voice of  someone 

that  you know for  a few seconds,  but  maybe wi th in a few 

seconds you come to recognise the voice?  Are you saying 

that  has never happened to you?  I f  you say so,  I  wi l l  be 
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very surpr ised.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  i t  does,  Commissioner,  

but  i t  actual ly  takes longer to  recognise the voice,  o r  maybe 

a longer conversat ion.   But  here i t  was only l ike two l ines,  

two l ines and immediate ly Cl ive recognised i t  was Bevan.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  sure that  sc ient i f ica l l y  one can 

actual ly  t ime i t  and say you can only recognise the voice  

af ter  a minute or  anyth ing l i ke that .   I t  just  depends.   Maybe 

wi th in seconds,  i t  may be longer.   I  do not  th ink  

sc ient i f ica l ly  i t  just  has to be over  th is  length of  t ime.   10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  wi l l  take your  point ,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And the fact  that  there was ment ion of  

2 .5 mi l l ion should  not  change what  you and I  are engaging 

about .   Thank you.   Yes,  Mr Chaska lson.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    69.11.3.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Okay.  

“Bevan Lof tus expressedly accused Mr  

Naicker  of  paying  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina 

Govender,  who he descr ibes as  Dino 20 

Govender.   And immediate ly before the  

cal l  ended,  Bevan Lof tus stated,  the  

fastest  l i ves the longest .    

On the  3 r d  o f  February 2023,  the task  

team again  returned to the Lof tus fami ly  
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home,  but  Bevan f led the  scene.   

Accord ing to Mr Lof tus,  L ieutenant -

Colonel  Dina Govender and Warrant  

Of f icer  S ivan Naidoo to ld h im that  Bevan 

had been involved in  a shoot ing inc ident  

where aux [?]  members were shot  at  

ear l ie r  that  day.   They a lso accused 

Bevan of  threaten ing to k i l l  Capta in  Val ley  

of  Saps Br ighton Beach.    

Accord ing to Gregory Lof tus,  L ieu tenant -10 

Colonel  Dina Govender and Warrant  

Of f icer  S ivan Naidoo said that  they had 

come to the  property not  to  arrest  Bevan,  

but  to  k i l l  h im and they a l legedly to ld  

Gregory Lof tus that  he should g et  Bevan 's  

funera l  insurance up to date because they 

were going to k i l l  Bevan.   They again  

searched the home of  Bevan Lof tus and 

again ar rested Gregory Lof tus.  

On the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023,  a day af ter  20 

Gregory Lof tus had issued h is in te rd ict  

appl icat ion,  members of  the task team 

under the command of  L ieutenant -Colonel  

Dina Govender ar r ived at  the f la t  in  

Morningside,  Durban,  where they bel ieved 
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Bevan Lof tus was h id ing.   The task team 

entered the f la t .   They a l leged that  Bevan 

Lof tus and the four  other  occupants  shot  

at  the pol ice,  and they returned f i re ,  

fa ta l ly  wounding a l l  f ive.   

Despi te a l legedly  being shot  at  by f ive  

suspects,  none of  the members  of  the  

task team suf fe red any gunshot  in ju r ies,  

or  indeed any other  in jur ies.   The 

shoot ing of  the f ive occupants occurred 10 

between 12.30 and 13h00 on the  1 s t  o f  

Apr i l .   IP ID of f ic ia ls  on standby were only  

ca l led out  14.35.   IP ID members on 

standby arr ived at  the scene at  15h00.   

On arr iva l  o f  the IPID invest iga tor ,  Ms 

Fortunate Ndembele,  she was a l lowed 

ent rance to the scene as her  members  

f rom the local  cr iminal  records cent re was 

wai t ing to process the scene.   Ms 

Fortunate Ndembele stated that  20 

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender was 

present  outs ide  the scene,  and she 

requested to speak to the members who 

were involved in  the shoot ing.   

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender  
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ind icated that  the members had a l ready 

le f t  the cr ime scene.   

No one knew the whereabouts  of  the  

members.   The scene was processed 

whi ls t  IP ID of f ic ia ls  were present .   The 

docket  was subsequent ly  registere d and 

the invest igat ions were taken over  by IPID 

KZN. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  take you up on one issue?  

You say that  none of  the members  of  the  task team suf fered 10 

any gunshot  in jur ies,  or  indeed any other  in ju r ies?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes.   In  fact ,  one member that  

was Pedro Rodr iguez,  h is  bul le tp roof  vest  had a gunshot  

hole r ight  at  the bot tom.   So there was one gunshot  hole,  

which he a l leges that  was at  the  same inc ident .   He was 

shot  on that  bul le tproof  vest .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Did he suf fe r  any in jur ies on the  

day?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    No,  no in jur ies.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Was there other  ev idence,  o ther  than 20 

the in ju r ies,  ev idence that  the pol ice were shot  at ,  such as 

used car t r idges,  holes on the  wal ls ,  damage to the 

property?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  there were car t r idges 

found f rom var ious f i rearms.   The evidence of  the car t r idges 
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found on the scene of  those var ious car t r idges is  s t i l l  be ing  

tested,  because Bevan Lof tus had h is own f i rearm,  h is  

pr ivate f i rearm and one would,  i f  you have a pr ivate f i rearm,  

you would not  use an unl icensed f i rearm i f  you are 

defending yoursel f  or  i f  you are shoot ing at  the pol ice,  you 

would not  use an unl icensed f i rearm,  you would use your  

own pr ivate f i rearm.    

 The issue here is  that  they d id not  know that  pol i ce  

were coming to  the f la t  because they d id not  g ive 

permission to anyone to come to the f la t .   Because 10 

remember I  ind icated ear l ie r  on is  that  the occupants of  the 

premises must  ind icate  to  the  secur i t y  downsta i rs  that  they 

can a l low people  to  come up.   So they d id not  a l low or  

ind icate to  the secur i ty  fo r  anyone to come up.   They only 

ind icated to one person who was the person that  was p icked 

up by the pol ice in  P inetown.  

 They p icked h im up for  a shoot ing that  happened at  

Greenwood Park  and when they in terrogated h im,  he  

ind icated that  he knows where Bevan resides or  where they 

were in  h id ing.   So they took h im to  the f la t  and basica l l y  he  20 

was the one that  requested for  permission to come up.   So 

they knew that  the person that  is  coming up is  we l l  known to  

them.  So they would not  be armed to star t  shoot ing at  the i r  

own f r iend that  is  coming to v is i t  them.   

 So when the person went  in ,  he knocked on the  
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door  and he went  ins ide,  then the shoot ing took p lace.   Now 

he was f i rs t  in  l ine when he got  in to the house.   But  he  was 

not  shot  at .   He was not  in jured.   But  i f  you look at  the  

photo a lbum of  the shoot ing,  the pol ice ind icated that  they 

ret reated in to h id ing when they were shoot ing.   But  the four  

deceased were l ined in  a l ine.   They were a l l  l i n ed up and 

they were shot  at .   I f  you see some of  the deceased have 

water  on thei r  c lo th ing,  i t  po ints out  that  they may have 

been tor tu red f i rs t  and then k i l led f rom the photos that  we 

have seen.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you are  imply ing that  the scene 

was staged?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  correct .   And i f  you 

look at  the photos,  you wi l l  be ab le to  determine some of  

those th ings.   I  do not  want  to  go too much in  deta i l  

because the case is  s t i l l  ongoing.   Even the post -mortem 

reports show that  the shoot i ng was f rom top to bot tom.   The 

post -mortem reports.   What  was a lso that  g ives us an 

ind icat ion that  th is  could have been a h i t ,  is  that  the photos 

of  the deceased at  the cr ime scene c i rcu lated on socia l  20 

media even before IPID,  even before LCRC, the local  

cr iminal  record cent re,  could get  to  the scene.    

 The photos a l ready c i rcu lated on socia l  media and 

that  is  how the fami l ies of  the deceased came to know that  

the i r  ch i ld ren d ied in  that  shoot ing .   Now i t  could have been 
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that  the photos were c i rcu lated to  one person to  say that  we 

have done the h i t  now,  you can do the payment .   And that  

person could have sent  i t  to  everyone v ia h is  socia l  media.   

That  could be the  reason why those photos went  out .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  want  c lar i f i cat ion on two issues.   You 

say they were l ined up,  the bodies  were l ined up.   Can you 

expla in what  exact ly  you mean?  Just  expla in being l ined 

up.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    They were l ined up next  to  

each other .  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The p ictures are in  the  bundle,  

they are not ,  they shou ld not  be d isp layed.   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  maybe i f  I  can ask you to 

look at  f i le  2,  page 699.  

CHAIRPERSON :    699.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    600 and?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    99.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  I  do see three.  20 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  photo does not  depict  a  

gun bat t le  between the deceased and the pol ice.  

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  one showing,  I  th ink,  th is  par t  o f  

the body,  far  le f t -hand s ide of  the p ictu re.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    He was c lose to the. . .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    A  red t -sh i r t .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  he was c lose to the  

balcony.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  a l together  sure that  I  would say 

they are l ined up,  but  I  guess i t  is  a  mat ter  of  in terpretat ion  

of  what  one sees in  the p icture,  especia l ly  i f  you look at  the  

one on the far  le f t ,  the one showing par t l y  on the p icture.   

But  anyway,  okay,  that  was the one issue.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Chai r ,  the reason why I  

ind icated,  Commissioner,  the reason why I  ind icated th is  i s  10 

that  the pol i ce sa id that  they came under f i re  by  the 

deceased.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  now looking at  that ,  i f  

they came under f i re ,  a l l  three of  them would not  have been 

standing at  the same place.   They would have been tak ing 

cover,  maybe one in  the room, one in  the k i tchen,  i f  they 

know they are coming under f i re .   But  here they were. . .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The bodies are c lose to each other .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  yes.   And there are other  20 

evidence that  is  in  th is  f i le  that  we d o not  want  to  d isc lose,  

because i t  s t i l l  has to go to the DPP's of f ice.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The other  th ing I  want  c la r i f ica t ion on,  

you a lso said that  someone who has a l icenced f i rearm 

would not  use the i r  own l icenced f i rearm to shoot  at  po l ice.   
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Did I  understand you correct ly?   Or d id you say the  

opposi te?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    The opposi te ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you repeat  the opposi te?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay,  i f  you want  to  defend 

yoursel f ,  you would not  use an unl icensed f i rearm.   You 

would rather  use a l icenced f i rearm,  i f  you have a l icenced 

f i rearm,  because then you are just i f ied that  you used a 

l icenced f i rearm in defending yoursel f .   The just i f icat ion  

becomes d i f f i cu l t  when you use an unl icensed f i rearm,  10 

whereas you have a l icenced f i rearm?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Unless you are hopefu l  that  you just  

might  escape,  and therefore you use the unl icensed f i rearm 

so that  noth ing l inks you to your,  you use the unl icensed 

wi th the hope that  you then do not  get  l inked to your  

l icenced f i rearm.   So that  too i s  a possib i l i t y ,  I  would 

imagine,  o r  not .  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    But  i f  you are defending 

yoursel f ,  Chai r ,  you are not  going to use an unl icensed 

f i rearm,  i f  you have a l icenced f i rearm.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    But  you are never sure that  the facts wi l l  

be accepted tha t  you were indeed defending yoursel f .   

Especia l ly ,  look what  is  happening here.   The overa l l  or  the 

overarching p ictu re is  a p ic ture of  what?  People who are 

involved in  gangs,  and one of  your  headings even refers to  
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gang wars.   So in  a sense,  f ine,  t hey ran away because of  

threats.   I  do not  know whether  I  am not  mix ing up the  

cases.    

 But  i f  i t  is  people  involved in  gang wars,  they may 

wel l  have been,  or  they could possib ly  have been,  fug i t ives.   

And i f  that  be the  case,  one cannot  just  say one could only  

use thei r  l icenced f i rearm.   Not  i f  they were people who 

were involved in  gang wars,  and who possib ly  cou ld even 

have been fugi t ives f rom the law.   So you can say that  

about  you,  perhaps.   10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you are  not  suspected of  any 

cr iminal i ty .   You have not  run away f rom anybody.   You are 

in  your  house,  and you are defending yoursel f .   So you can 

make your statement  about  yoursel f  in  that  k ind of  s i tuat ion.   

But  i f  you are ta lk ing about  people that  you say were r i va l  

gangs and drugs,  towing gangs,  and so on.   So you are not  

ta lk ing about  people who are l ike you.   Do you see what  I  

mean? 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  agree,  Commissioner .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    So you cannot  d iscount  the possib i l i t y  

that  one could  use a l icenced f i rearm in  those 

c i rcumstances.   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  take your point ,  

Commissioner.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You of fered an explanat ion,  a possib le 

explanat ion,  why the scene,  th is  k i l l ing,  would have ended 

up on socia l  med ia before you were cal led.   And before,  I  

th ink you said,  even before the LCRC were cal led .   And 

your explanat ion is  that  maybe i t  was to show whoever is  

the payer.   From evidence that  we have had,  and I  just  want  

to  put  th is  to  you to hear what  your  comment  i s ,  f rom other  

mat ters,  that  the  pol ice,  in  fact ,  have WhatsApp groups in  

which they communicate to  do wi th operat ions.   We have 10 

had instances where cer ta in p ic tu res were shared w i th other  

people.   And the explanat ion is ,  wel l ,  we shared in  the  

group because to  say we have done th is  operat ion,  is  that  

something that  you are prepared to enter ta in as a possib le  

explanat ion how th is  scene could have ended up on socia l  

media?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    I  wi l l  not  ru le that  out ,  

Commissioner.   I  wi l l  take i t  as a possib le explanat ion.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Should we take the adjournment  now,  Mr 20 

Chaskalson,  or  do  you want  to  cover something?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Chai r ,  we are pret ty ,  we are 

c lose.   We are c lose to the end.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So i t  may make sense to f in ish 
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th is .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Chaskalson,  before you go to the  

end,  i f  we go back to  page 30,  I  th ink  we have a l ready deal t  

wi th  the issue of  the funds,  and how they f ind thei r  way in to  

Mr and I  assume Mrs Govender 's  bank account .   What  was 

not  c lear  to  me is  who or  what  is  the source of  those funds.   

Did we c lar i f y  tha t?   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I t  i s  a l l  cash deposi ts .   We do not  

know where the cash comes f rom.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So we cannot  l ink them to the person 10 

that  we say was possib ly  paid to  conduct  the h i t  o r  to  do 

other  th ings.   We cannot  l ink i t  to  that  person.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    We cannot  l ink to  any speci f ic  

ind iv idual  th rough the money f lows.   But  what  we do have is  

cash deposi ts  aggregat ing to a lmost . . .   

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    2 .7.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Nine t imes the annual  sa lary,  

annual  take-home pay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then that  conf i rmat ion f rom the 

at torneys,  i t  does not  p rovide any assistance?  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Again,  i t  is  cash deposi ts .   I t  

seems that  the  cash would have been deposi ted by 

L ieutenant -Colonel  Govender and h is wi fe themselves.   So 

cer ta in ly  in  some of  the instances,  that  seems to appear 

f rom the bank t ransact ion records.   But  where the cash 
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came f rom or ig ina l ly ,  we  do not  know.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay,  thanks.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Mr John,  what  remains is  your  

conclusions f rom page 32 th rough to page 34.   And I  wonder 

i f  you want  to  take the Commission through those 

conclusions.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Okay.  

“The task team led by L ieutenant -Colone l  

Dina Govender operates under dubious 

c i rcumstances w i th no c lear  report ing  10 

l ines and st ructure.   In  cases where the  

deceased are shot  fo r  involvement  in  

cash- in- t ransi t  he ists,  there is  o f ten no 

meaningfu l  ev idence l ink ing them to any 

such of fences in  the province.   In  most  

cases,  no r i f les ,  explosives,  explosive  

device,  banknotes,  o r  banknote boxes are  

found on the scene of  the shoot ing,  as  

would ord inar i ly  be the case in  a cash - in -

t ransi t  operat ion seeking out  suspects.    20 

Despi te members of  the task  team 

constant ly  a l leg ing that  they only opened 

f i re  af ter  having been shot  at  by suspects,  

in  the overwhelming major i ty  of  cases,  

there is  no evidence of  any SAPS member  
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be ing shot ,  even in  the bul le tproof  vest ,  

except  the one case in  the Morningside  

shoot ing.   In  most  cases of  k i l l ings  by the  

task team, IPID is  not  in formed 

immediate ly of  the inc ident ,  and the task  

members leave the scene of  c r ime before  

IPID is  able to  ar r ive.   This in ter feres wi th  

the abi l i ty  of  IPID to conduct  i ts  

invest igat ion.  

The modus operandi  ut i l i sed by the  10 

members appear  to  be designed not  to  

ar rest  suspects,  to  have them l inked to an  

a l leged cr ime tha t  has been invest igated,  

but  rather  to  k i l l  the suspects.   The 

existence of  a task team able  to  k i l l  

suspects wi thout  any apparent  

consequences is  a s i tuat ion which  is  not  

only unacceptab le in  a const i tu t iona l  

s tate,  i t  is  a lso open to explo i ta t ion by  

organised cr ime gangs want ing to  pay fo r  20 

r iva ls to  be k i l led.   The k i l l ing of  Bevan 

Lof tus,  S i th le Zondi ,  Ryan Santosh,  

Chase Fynn and Michigan Ippol i te  has a  

range of  d is turb ing features that  are  

consistent  wi th  a  del iberate ext ra judic ia l  
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k i l l ing paid fo r  by an organised cr ime 

compet i to r .  

•  The fact  that  on the 31 s t  o f  March,  the 

day before the k i l l ing of  Bevan Lof tus  

by the task team led by L ieutenant -

Colonel  Dina Govender,  Gregory 

Lof tus had an in terd ict  appl icat ion  

issued speci f ica l ly  to  prevent  the  

k i l l ing of  h is  son by L ieutenant -Colonel  

Dina Govender.    10 

•  The fact  that  Bevan Lof tus had been 

g iven an advance not ice that  Mr  

Naicker  had a l legedly of fered a  2.5  

mi l l ion  payment  for  h is  k i l l i ng and that  

in  h is  ca l l  to  Mr  Naicker ,  Mr Naicker  

immediate ly ident i f ied Bevan Lof tus  

when he ra ised the issue of  the  2.5 

mil l ion of fer . ”    

Chai r ,  can we take a break quick ly?  Commissioner,  can we 

take a break?  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us do so,  we wi l l  come back when 

ind icated.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease cont inue,  Mr John.  
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Thank you,  Commissioner,  for  

that  indulgence.   Commissioner,  the 79.2:  

•  “The fact  that  Bevan Lof tus  had been 

given advance not ice that  Mr Naicker  

had a l legedly of fered a 2.5 mi l l ion  

payment  for  h is  k i l l ing and that  in  h is  

ca l l  to  Mr Naicker ,  Mr Naicker  

immediate ly ident i f ied Bevan Lof tus  

when he ra ised the issue of  the  2.5 

mi l l ion of fer .    10 

•  The fact  that  on  the 16th of  August  

2022,  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina 

Govender 's  car  s topped and swi tched 

of f  i ts  ign i t ion for  seven and a  hal f  

minutes outs ide  Mr Cl ive Naicker 's  

home.    

•  The fact  that  in  the 16 months 

fo l lowing 16 t h  o f  August  2022,  over  2 

mi l l ion  was deposi ted  in  cash in to  

accounts of  L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina 20 

Govender and h is  wi fe.   Another  

200,000 for  benef i ts  of  L ieutenant -

Colonel  Dina Govender and h is wi fe  

was paid in  cash in to a t rust  account  

of  the conveyance at torn eys hand l ing  
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the t ransfer  of  a  2.35 mi l l ion property  

which they had purchased.   Another  

t ransfer  of  R299,800 was paid in to  the 

home loan account  of  L ieutenant -

Colonel  Dina Govender and h is wi fe,  

and the aggregate amount  so paid  

comes to just  over  2.5 mi l l ion. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am sorry,  we added zero to 79.4.3.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Yes,  we add a zero to.  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease cont inue.   10 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    That  is  my last  point ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And le t  me jus t  ask,  and yo u can say,  

Mr Chaskalson,  i f  someone e lse  wi l l  be test i fy ing and 

making i t  c learer .   You have spoken of  Mr Naicker  and 

Bevan Lof tus in  the context  of  gangs and towing t rucks and 

drugs.   You have spoken to them in that  context .   Now,  in 

your  ev idence,  i t  is  not  c lear ,  o r  you have not  demonst rated 

that  Mr Naicker ,  for  example,  in  act ing and accept ing,  fo r  

purposes of  your  ev idence or  my d iscussion wi th you,  that  20 

Colonel  Naicker ,  not  Naicker…  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN :    Govender.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Govender,  was ind eed do ing Mr  

Naicker 's  b idding.   Let  us assume that  is  what  he was doing 

wi th th is  operat ion.   Where do we see that  th is  is  Mr  
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Naicker  as a gang leader in  a  drug wi th a t raf f icker  

operator ,  someone involved in  that ,  u t i l is ing  Colonel  

Govender and h is  task team for  tha t  purpose?  Because that  

connect ion would  come c lose to speaking to our  terms of  

reference,  that  k ind of  connect ion.   But  f rom the ev idence,  

so far  i t  looks on the face of  i t  as a  compet ing businessman 

in  the tow t ruck business takes out  a r iva l  and uses rogue 

pol ice of f icers.   On the face of  i t ,  that  is  what  i t  looks l i ke  

f rom how you have test i f ied.   Are  we going to be get t ing 

evidence that  p laces th is  t ransact ion  that  you say happened 10 

between Mr Naicker  and Colonel  Govender and h is  team in  

the context  of  gangs,  drugs,  and ef fect ive ly in f i l t ra t ion of  

gangs,  of  the pol ice?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Chai r ,  I  th ink i t  is  bet te r  for  me to  

answer that  quest ion.   The short  answer is  yes.   There wi l l  

be evidence to that  ef fect .   I t  wi l l  involve evidence of  

undercover Cr ime Inte l l igence operat ions and i t  is  ev idence 

which wi l l ,  a t  the instance of  the wi tness,  have to be  held i n  

camera ,  but  that  we wi l l  address there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And i t  wi l l  speak to th is  t ransact ion?  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I t  wi l l  speak speci f ica l ly  to  that  

issue.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are we done for  the day,  Mr Chaskalson?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  am af ra id we are,  Chai r .   We 
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f in ished sooner than ant ic ipated and our  next  wi tness is  

only avai lab le tomorrow morning .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume a t  9.30 

tomorrow morning .  

INQUIRY POSTPONED TO 13 AUGUST 2026  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 


