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PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 13 AUGUST 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning .  Mr S ikhakhane.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Good morning ,  Chai r  and the 

Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning ,  Mr Lof tus.  

MR LOFTUS :    Good morning ,  Chai r.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Chai r,  just  for  context ,  we are 

cont inu ing wi th the st ream of  KZN gangs and the in f i l t ra t ion 

or  what  we contend to be the  in f i l t ra t ion of  the law 

enforcement  by the KZN gangs in  whatever fo rm,  but  we wi l l  10 

get  th rough that .   The wi tness that  we have today is  Mr 

Gregory Lof tus and I  would l ike h im to be sworn in .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Lof tus,  wi l l  you be swear ing or  

aff i rming?   

MR LOFTUS :    I  wi l l  swear.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  hand and say,  so help 

me God.    

MR LOFTUS :    So help me God.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

GREGORY LOFTUS :    (du ly sworn states)  

EXAMINATION BY ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  as a  way of  

background re lat ing to the wi tness,  the wi tness is  the father  

to  the la te Mr Bevan Lof tus who was k i l led in  a shootout  
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wi th  pol i ce ,  and h is ev idence f i ts  wi th in that  context .   Then 

as we go through,  we wi l l  then see how i t  f i ts  in  the ent i re  

st ream.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   You should have four  

f i les before you.   There is  a Statement  Fi le  1 which conta ins 

the statement  of  Mr Gregory Lof tus.   I  know there  were a 

number of  Fi le  1 ,  but  i t  is  that  s ta tement ,  i f  you can locate  

i t .   Then there  is  Fi le  2  which conta ins pr imar i l y  the  

appl icat ion and the voice record ing ,  and then there  is  Fi le  10 

3.   F i le  4,  fo r  p resent  purposes,  perhaps you can pan i t  

away.   Then we wi l l  s tar t  wi th  Fi le  1 ,  page 1,  which is  the  

beginning of  the  statement  of  Mr  Lof tus.   Mr Lof tus,  you 

have that  f i le  before you?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  wi th  my statement ,  yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Wi th your sta tement?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Cor rect .   Do you conf i rm that  th is  i s  

your  statement  that  you prepared for  the Commission?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  do conf i rm.    20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And is  there anyth ing in  that  

s tatement  that  you feel ,  a t  least  for  now,  that  you do not  

agree wi th?   

MR LOFTUS :    No,  there is  not  anyth ing I  do not  agree wi th.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    But  in  any event ,  fee l  f ree to,  i f  there  
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is  any issue,  to  ra ise i t .  

MR LOFTUS :    I  wi l l  do that .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Our copies of  the statement  are not  

s igned.   A re there  s igned copies?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai r.   I  th ink ,  can I  

request  that  i t  be s igned af ter  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Dur ing the tea break?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Dur ing the tea break,  apologies.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink i t  was just  because of  the 

t ravel  and there cer ta in log ist ics that  we could not  s ign i t  

that  way.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Mr Lof tus ,  as we would  

star t  in i t ia l ly,  the form of  your  ev idence is  that  we wi l l  g ive  

you an opportuni ty  to  go th rough your statements.    

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thereaf te r,  we wi l l  then ask some 

quest ions that  we have re lat ing to your ev idence,  and the  20 

Commissioners w i l l  ask cer ta in quest ions or  c lar i t y -seeking 

quest ions,  or  p robing quest ions fo r  that  mat ter,  a t  the end.   

But  i t  may be tha t  dur ing the reading of  your  statement ,  we 

a lso have quest ions that  we  would rather  have them at  least  

answered there and then.  
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MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   May you then proceed to 

read your statement ,  s ta r t ing f rom paragraph 1? 

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.   I  see on the screen here some stuff  is  

redacted.   Is  i t  f ine i f  I  do not  say my addresses and stuff?    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  p lease.   In  fact ,  those personal  

deta i ls  l i ke your  address and ID number,  p lease do not  

ment ion,  or  the names of  other  persons.    

MR LOFTUS :    Okay:  

“ I  am an adul t  male,  61 years o ld.   I  10 

reside on the B luff  in  Durban.   The 

contents  of  the s tatement  are wi th in my 

personal  knowledge,  save where the 

cont rary  appears f rom the context  hereof ,  

and are to the best  of  my bel ie f  bo th t rue  

and correct .   Where I  re ly  on in format ion  

f rom other  persons,  I  do ind icate  what  

the context  so shows.   I  am the fa ther  of  

the la te Bevan Lof tus,  who I  s t rongly 

bel ieve was murdered in  co ld b lood on 20 

the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023.   Bevan was 

murdered by the  pol ice under the guise 

of  a  leg i t imate  pol ice operat ion and at  

the instance of  Cl ive  Naicker,  a 

compet i to r  of  B evan in  the tow t ruck 
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indust ry and an a l leged drug dea ler.   I  

wi l l  deal  wi th  the  inc ident  in  more  deta i l  

be low.  

At  the t ime,  Bevan was wi th other  four  of  

h is  f r iends,  wi th  whom he was h id ing 

because he had been warned that  

Capta in Deenadayalan ,  a l ias  Deena 

Govender,  who we know as Capta in  

Deena Govender,  who is  a capta in,  we 

know as Capta in Deena Govender  of  the 10 

SAPS,  was in tending to k i l l  h im.   The 

events  that  I  descr ibe  in  th is  af f idavi t  

occur red severa l  years ago and I  may not  

recal l  some of  the deta i l s .   I f  I  recal l  

events  af te r  submit t ing the  statement ,  I  

wi l l  e i ther  submit  a  supplementary 

statement  or  e laborate thereon dur ing my 

test imony.  

On March 31,  2023,  the  day before my 

son was murdered,  I  deposed to an  20 

aff idavi t  in  support  o f  an in terd ict  

appl icat ion which  was issued tha t  day 

and which sought  in ter  a l ia  to  in terd ict  

Capta in Deena Govender  and the  SAPS 

f rom murder ing my son. ”  
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I f  I  can just  say something here before I  go on ?  I t  says 

here,  in  support  o f  an in terd ict  appl icat ion which was 

issued.   The in terd ict  was not  issued,  i t  was the summons 

that  was issued.   Just  a cor rect ion there.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

MR LOFTUS :     

“A day af te r  the appl icat ion was issued,  

Capta in Deena Govender  and a group of  

SAPS off i cers  under h is  command 

murdered my son anyway.   I  a t tach as 10 

Annexure JGL1 the not ice of  mot ion and 

founding aff idavi t  in  support  o f  the 

in terd ict  appl icat ion which I  issued on 31 

March 2023.   I  conf i rm the correctness of  

my founding aff idavi t  in  that  appl icat ion.   

That  appl icat ion,  of  course,  d oes not  deal  

wi th  the c i rcumstances around my son 's 

murder because I  deposed to i t  the day 

before my son was murdered.   For  

reasons of  convenience,  I  therefore 20 

repeat  many of  those facts in  the present  

aff idavi t  before going on to address the 

murder of  my son.  

Capta in Deena has deposed to an 

answer ing aff idavi t  in  that  appl icat ion ,  
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which aff idavi t  is  of  technica l  po in ts and 

appears to  be  protect ing Mr  Cl ive 

Naicker.   I  am not  formal ly  employed.   I  

provide panel  beat ing  serv ices on an ad 

hoc basis…” …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  sor ry.   Before you proceed,  I  

just  want  us to  go to GL1,  which is  an at tachment  to  your  

statement .   Just  to  conf i rm,  is  tha t  the appl icat ion you are  

referr ing to?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  th is  i s  i t .   This is  the appl icat ion.  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease proceed wi th 

paragraph 7.    

MR LOFTUS :     

“ I  am not  formal ly  employed.   I  provide 

panel  beat ing serv ices on an ad hoc 

basis.   I  am the registered owner o f  three 

resident ia l  p ropert ies s i tuated on the 

B luff .   One of  the  propert ies belongs to a 

t rust ,  o f  which I  am a t rustee.   I  res ide at  

my premises wi th my wi fe and Bevan,  20 

and h is fami ly  l ive at  the adjacent  house 

to mine.   My other  son,  Nicholas,  and h is  

wi fe,  Mar iso l  Lof tus,  current ly  use one of  

the propert ies as a crèche. ”  

Or should I  say a CD something?  I t  is  not  ac tual ly  a 
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crèche,  i t  is  a  h igher learn ing fo r  o lder  ch i ldren :  

“The property  where  Bevan l ived was 

occupied by Bevan and h is fami ly  f rom 

June the 20 t h .   I  have a h istory of  

approximate ly 20  years of  serv ice wi th  

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice.   I  

jo ined the pol ice  in  1986,  where  I  was 

based in  Langlaagte  in  Johannesburg.   I  

was t ransferred back to KwaZulu -Nata l  in  

the ear ly  par t  o f  1987,  where I  was based 10 

in  Wentworth Pol ice Stat ion  as a 

constable.   I  temporar i l y  le f t  the  pol ice  

f rom 1989 to 1992.   I  re jo ined the  pol ice 

SANAB in 1992. ”  

SANAB is S -A-N-A-B,  South Af r ican Narcot ics Bureau :  

“ I  he ld the rank of  detect ive in  1992.  

Later  in  that  year,  I  jo ined the  Chi ld  

Protect ion  Uni t .   I  went  back to be based 

at  the  Wentworth  Pol ice Stat ion in  1993.   

A l though I  cannot  par t i cu la r ly  remember 20 

the g iven passage of  t ime ,  I  le f t  the 

pol ice in  2009 because I  had been 

v ic t imised at  the Wentworth Pol ice 

Stat ion,  and that  was tak ing a to l l  on me 

and my fami ly.   A t  that  t ime,  I  he ld the 
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rank of  a  warrant  off icer.  

Af ter  I  le f t  the pol ice,  I  worked in  the 

const ruct ion indust ry fo r  var ious 

companies on a  short  cont ract  basis.   

Bevan d id h is  matr ic  dur ing 2007 and 

2008.   He fa i led h is mat r ic ,  and 

consequent ly  I  sent  h im to do course s 

which he could use to susta in h imsel f .   

The courses re late to  weld ing.   Af ter  

complet ing the courses,  Bevan jo ined me 10 

in  the const ruct ion indust ry.   He focused 

on weld ing test ing and worked most ly  

wi th  me.   We were able to  susta in our  

fami ly  and accumulated some savings,  

which Bevan used to buy and sel l  cars 

for  p rof i t .   He was a business -minded 

person.    

Later  on,  wi th  my assistance,  he became 

involved f i rs t  in  the tax i  indust ry and 

la ter  in  the towing indust ry.   Dur ing 2005,  20 

Bevan bought  a  towing van wh ich he 

used for  h is  towing business.   The 

business was registered as Fi rst  For  KZN 

Towing,  Panel ,  and Paint ,  and has an 

off ice and vehic le storage fac i l i ty  in  
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Cla i rwood,  where  he conducts h is  dai ly  

business.   I  do not  know much about  that  

indust ry,  save to  say I  know tha t  the y 

were in  the Durban South,  the Durban 

Centra l ,  and Durban West  regions.  

He operated in  the Durban South region,  

which covers the fo l lowing areas,  namely 

the B luff ,  Wentworth,  Austerv i l le ,  

Merebank,  Jacobs,  Cla i rwood,  and 

Seaview up to the N2.   His b iggest  10 

compet i to r  was the Durban South Towing,  

which is  owned by a person I  know as 

A l lan  Subramoney.   The towing indust ry 

is  lucrat ive.  

I  do not  know deta i ls  of  the indust ry 

ru les,  but  I  was aware that  operators 

operated wi th in par t icu lar  regions.   Not  

because of  routes or  permi ts,  but  

because of  understandings. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  Mr Lof tus,  can I  just  s top you 20 

there?  I  just  want  to  understand.   You say the  towing 

indust ry was lucrat ive.   Can you just  expla in what  you mean 

wi th that  s tatement?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  there was money to be made ,  you 

know?  I f  you had enough vehic les wi th enough dr ivers,  you 
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made a lo t  o f  money.   The lucrat ive,  I  say,  is  dependent  on  

how many vehic les you have ,  bu t  there is  money in  the 

towing indust ry.   I t  pays wel l .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

MR LOFTUS :     

“At the t ime of  h is  death,  Bevan had 

twelve tow t rucks,  s ix  of  which were 

operat ing.   Bevan 's towing business 

susta ined h im and h is fami ly.   He 

pr imar i ly  re l ied on i t  for  income.   I  10 

assisted h im wi th the bus iness on the 

panel  beat ing and mechanical  s ide.   

Bevan a lso used my house,  in  which he 

l ived,  to  store vehic les which had been 

towed and were undergoing repai r.   We 

l ive in  the B luff  a rea,  which is…”  

I  need to correct  that :  

“We l ive in  the B luff  area,  which is  gang 

in fested. ”  

I t  is  supposed to be w e l i ve in  the B luff  a rea,  and 20 

Wentworth is  actual ly  f rom the area we come f rom.   That  i s  

gang in fested,  not  the B luff :  

“The Wentworth area was gang in fested,  

where there has been a lo t  o f  v io lence.   

Bevan had f r iends and business 
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associates that  were a l legedly invo lved in  

gangs and other  cr iminal  act iv i t ies .   The 

tow t ruck indust ry a lso saw a lo t  o f  

v io lent  c r ime.   Gang v io lence involv ing 

the tow t ruck  indust ry star ted in  

Wentworth dur ing 2020.   Bevan,  h is  

f r iends and h is dr ivers star ted being shot  

at  by the members of  a  drug gang cal led 

the Carte l…” …[ in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you have any idea why that  was so?   10 

MR LOFTUS :    A t  f i rs t ,  no ,  but  we wi l l  come to that .   I  wi l l  

expla in at  a  la ter  s tage.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

MR LOFTUS :     

“His f r iend ,  Antonio Goldstone,  who was 

21 years o ld,  was shot  and k i l led by 

members of  the  Carte l  in  h is  f la t  in  

Wentworth.   A case of  murder  has been 

opened,  but  no arrests have been made.   

Antonio had prev iously been shot  in  h is  20 

shoulder  at  the same f la t  where he l ived 

whi le  walk ing home.    

S ince 2020,  f ive of  Bevan 's dr ivers have 

been shot .   In  one inc ident ,  one of  the  

dr ivers,  Col in  P i l lay,  was shot  and k i l led 
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on the N2 in  Is ip ingo.   In  another  

inc ident ,  a  passenger of  on e of  the  

employees,  Nhlakanipho Dube,  was shot  

and k i l led in  Gulmal  Crescent ,  Merebank,  

on 10 July 2021.    

No one has been charged wi th the cr imes 

yet .   They were wi tnesses to a l l  the 

inc idents.   However,  I  have come to know 

that  two of  the suspects are  now 

deceased.   The SAPS pol ice dockets that  10 

referred to these inc idents are Is ip ingo  

CAS 14/09/2022.   The invest igat ing 

off icer  at  the t ime was Detect ive Bhengu 

and there was another  case opened …” 

…[ intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  Mr Lof tus,  p lease do not  read 

out  the case numbers.    

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.   Sorry about  that :  

“ In  another  inc ident ,  one of  Bevan 's  

dr ivers,  Brenton Kupcha,  was at  a shop 20 

in  Wentworth and was shot  a t  but  

managed to f lee unharmed.   A whi le  la te r,  

the same dr iver 's  fa ther  was seated on 

h is veranda wi th h is  son and was k i l led in  

a dr ive -by shoot ing.   The inc idents were 
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reg istered under  Wentworth CAS.   A 

f r iend of  Bevan and h is wi fe  were shot  in  

Ti f f l in  Road in  Wentworth whi le  he was 

tak ing h is wi fe to  work.   His wi fe was 

in ju red and he was hospi ta l i sed fo r  a few 

months due to the  sever i t y  of  the in jur ies.   

He is  now in rehabi l i ta t ion to assist  h im 

to walk again.   This shoot ing inc ident  is  

a lso registered a t  the Wentworth Pol ice  

Stat ion.    10 

In another  inc ident ,  one of  Bevan 's ex -

dr ivers,  Denzel  De  Si lva,  was shot  whi le  

awai t ing h is food order  in  Wentworth.   He 

surv ived the shoot ing inc ident .   A 

co loured male by the name of  Delon 

Ismai l  Wood was arrested fo r  the 

shoot ing and is  current ly  in  Wentworth  

Pr ison.   A pol ice docket  that  refers  t o  th is  

case is  a Wentworth CAS.   I  now turn to  

the events lead ing to the murder of  20 

Bevan and h is f r iends.    

A l legat ions against  Bevan .   There are 

a l legat ions that  Bevan was involved in  

drugs or  k i l l ing people.   I  deny that .  

As fa r  as I  know,  he l ived f rom income 
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received f rom his towing and tax i  

business.   He d id not  l ive a f lamboyant  

l i fe  and l i ved modest ly.   Had I  been in  the 

serv ice,  I  would have had some idea i f  

Bevan was involved in  drugs or  in  the 

k i l l ing of  people.   I  vehement ly  d ispute  

those a l legat ions.   The narrat ive that  

Bevan and h is f r iends were involved in  

drugs were covered up by the pol ice to  

just i f y  hunt ing h im and u l t imate ly  k i l l ing 10 

h im.   I  now deal  wi th  the pol ice 

harassment  in  the  course of  them hunt ing  

Bevan. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I f  I  may jus t  pause you there?  You 

say you d ispute these a l legat ions.   Do you st i l l  s tand by 

that  vers ion?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  le t  me just  e laborate.   When I  sa id I  

d ispute these a l legat ions,  Bevan has been l i v ing  at  the 

premises next  door to  me f rom the beginning o f  2020.   I  can 

go on to say that  as a fa ther,  I  am not  wi th  h im a l l  the t ime.   20 

I  can comment  on when I  am wi th  h im.   I  do not  know what  

he does or  what  he d id when he was not  wi th  me,  but  in  my 

presence and whi le  he was l iv ing a t  that  premises,  I  d id  not  

see any evidence of  any of  the a l legat ions.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  p lease proceed.  
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MR LOFTUS :     

“The harassment  and in t imidat ion by the  

pol ice began in  2022,  but  i t  is  important  

that  I  set  out  the  context  which I  be l ieve 

is  important  and basis for  the  

harassment .   Dur ing 2022,  both Bevan 

and mysel f  received in format ion that  

there was an assassinat ion at tempt  put  

on Bevan 's l i fe  in  the amount  of  R2 500 

000.   I  a lso rece ived in format ion f rom a 10 

pol iceman I  know that  the h i t  on my son,  

Bevan,  was genuine.   The word was that  I  

should be carefu l  because i f  they cannot  

k i l l  Bevan,  they would k i l l  my son,  

Nicholas,  or  myse l f .    

My son,  Nicholas,  was a Bol t  tax i  

operator  and had to cease operat ing  

because of  the threat  on h is l i fe  and 

subsequent ly  los t  h is  income and the  

vehic le.   Bevan and I  were in formed that  20 

Cl ive Naicker  put  up a R2 500 000 

cont ract  to  k i l l  Bevan.  

On 23 r d  o f  January 2023,  Bevan cal led 

Naicker,  Cl ive,  and conf ronted h im in th is  

regard.   I  have submit ted  a record ing of  
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that  ca l l  to  the Commission.   A t ranscr ip t  

o f  that  ca l l  i s  a t tached as GL2.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  before you proceed,  can we 

then turn to  GL2,  which should be page 112 of  tha t  same 

f i le?   

MR LOFTUS :    Ja ,  th is  is  i t ,  yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    This is  i t .   And ,  Commissioners ,  may I  

request  to  p lay  th is  v ideo,  I  th ink  i t  –  th is  te lephone 

record ing at  th is  present  moment?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Should not  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Or should we …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  th is  not  the f i rs t  ment ion?  Because I  

th ink in  the statement ,  the wi tness says he deals more fu l ly  

or  extensive ly wi th the record ing at  a  la te r  s tage.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And indeed,  he does do so and a lso he 

does draw h is own conclusions about  i t .   Should you not  do  

i t  a t  that  la te r  s tage?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  wi l l  take your guidance ,  Chai r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Ja,  le t  us do i t  that  way.    20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease proceed,  Mr 

Lof tus.  

MR LOFTUS :     

“ I  wi l l  deal  in  more deta i l  wi th  the cal l  

be low.   For  p resent  purposes,  I  submi t  
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that  i t  proposes st rong evidence that  

Naicker  was behind the R2 500 000 h i t  

on Bevan 's l i fe .    

Inc ident  on 13 t h  o f  December 2022.   On 

Tuesday,  the 13 t h  o f  December 2022,  I  

was at  my home when I  saw a number of  

pol i cemen at  Bevan 's house.   There must 

have been approximate ly 20 to 30 

members,  some in p la in c lo thes whi le  

others were in  un i form,  inc luding the Dog 10 

Uni t ,  the NIU,  Vehic le Pound Un i t  and 

Metro Pol ice.   I  went  outs ide and saw 

members of  the  pol ice walk ing up my 

dr iveway.   I  took out  my cel l  phone and 

star ted v ideo record ing them.  There  

were two pol icemen outs ide Bevan 's gate 

in  c iv i l ian c lothes.   I  jumped over the  

fence in to Bevan 's yard and approached 

them at  the gate.  

One of  the pol ice off i cers,  who la ter  20 

became known to  me as Warrant  Off icer  

S iven Naidoo,  shouted at  me not  to  

record anyth ing.   He asked fo r  Bevan 's  

ce l l  phone number and h is whereabouts,  

which I  d id  not  know.   He to ld me to open 
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the remote cont ro l  gate,  which I  could not  

do as I  d id  not  have the remote  in  my 

possession.  

He to ld a whi te  capta in f rom the NIU, 

which is  the Nat ional  In tervent ion Uni t ,  to  

ar rest  and handcuff  me.   I  was not  

in formed of  why I  was being ar rested.   

However,  before  that  could happen,  I  

threw my cel l  phone to my son Nicholas.   

One of  the pol icemen grabbed hol d  of  my 10 

son Nicholas and choked h im and took 

my cel l  phone f rom him.   I  asked the 

Warrant  Off i cer…” …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry,  for  c la r i ty.   You were not  

ar rested eventua l ly.   You were ar rested twice on la ter  

occasions.    

MR LOFTUS :    I  was ar rested then.   I  th ink I  am st i l l  coming 

to that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You were?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.    

MR LOFTUS :    Ja .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

MR LOFTUS :     

“ I  asked the Warrant  Off i cer  S iven 
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Naidoo  why they were looking for  Bevan.   

He to ld me that  they were f rom the New 

Hawks,  the Ant i -Gang Uni t ,  and that  

there were two a t tempted murder cases 

f rom the Bel la i r  Pol ice Stat ion against  

h im.   I  enqui red as to who charged 

Bevan,  but  he said that  i t  was pr iva te and 

he could not  d ivu lge the in format ion.  

I  asked who the invest igat ing off icer  was,  

and the Sergeant  Govender  stepped 10 

forward and spoke to me.   He wanted to 

leave h is contact  deta i l s  wi th  me for  

Bevan to contact  h im,  but  Warrant  Off icer  

S iven Naidoo  shut  Sergeant  Govender  

down and inst ruc ted h im not  to  g ive me 

any deta i l s .   Warrant  Off i cer  Naidoo to ld  

the Capta in to  force the gate open,  which  

he d id wi th a pry bar.   Warrant  Off icer  

Naidoo knew that  I  was an ex -pol iceman,  

and he then to ld me that  he was charg ing 20 

me for  not  cooperat ing and wi thhold ing  

in format ion,  hence the  defeat ing the ends 

of  just ice charge.    

One of  Bevan 's employees,  Eckard Van 

Der Byl ,  was work ing on the premises 
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and was assaul ted by an NIU off icer,  

which inc ident  was recorded by the  CCTV 

cameras.   Eckard was a lso  assaul ted 

la ter  on that  day by a uni formed 

pol iceman.   Somet ime af ter  the  in i t ia l  

po l i ce ra id,  Capta in Deena Govender,  

Constable Ian Ronnie of  the  Metro 

Pol ice,  and another  Capta in,  unknown to 

me,  ar r i ved at  the premises.   I  la ter  

establ ished that  Constable… ” 10 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry,  sor ry.   This is  exact ly  what  

confused me,  and I  thought  you were not  a rrested when you 

referred to just  before the ar rest  happened ,  and now you 

say somet ime af ter  the in i t ia l  po l i ce ra id,  and eventual ly  

th is  inc ident  you are referr ing to  now does resul t  in  an  

ar rest .    

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So was there some t ime af ter  the in i t ia l  

po l i ce …[intervenes] .  20 

MR LOFTUS :    When I  say t ime,  I  do not  mean a long t ime.   

I t  was l ike a mat ter  of  minutes.   So i t  was a very short  

space of  t ime,  because I  have got  a long dr iveway.   I  would  

say i t  is  about  be tween 50 metres probably,  and 60 metres.   

So by the t ime that  I  walked,  they walked me up to wards –  
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the garages at  the top end of  that  60 met res.   So by the 

t ime I  got  there,  Deena and Ian Ronnie had ar r ived.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And how do you separate the ra ids?  You 

refer  to  an in i t ia l  ra id.   So i f  the people are there  

throughout ,  and they eventual ly  a rrest  you,  what  i s  an in i t ia l  

ra id,  and what  o ther  ra id is  there?  Because i f  you ta lk  

about  in i t ia l ,  then there must  be some other.    

MR LOFTUS :    Where is  that?  Let  me just  go back to that .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Paragraph 36.  

MR LOFTUS :    Paragraph 36:  10 

“One of  Bevan 's employees,  Eckard Van 

Der Byl ,  was work ing on the premises 

and was assaul ted by an NIU off icer,  

which inc ident  was recorded by the  CCTV 

cameras.   Eckard was a lso  assaul ted 

la ter  on that  day by a uni formed 

pol iceman.   Somet ime af ter  the  in i t ia l  

po l i ce ra id…”  

Okay,  what  I  mean there is  when Siven and them were at  

the gate,  that  is  when i t  s ta r ted.   That  is  what  I  am imply ing.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Can I  –  I  am sorry about  th is .   Can 

I  take you back to paragraph 34?  You say you were asked 

for  Bevan's ce l l  phone number and h is whereabouts,  which 

you d id not  know.   I  assume i t  is  the whereabouts that  you 

d id not  know.   Obviously,  you knew Bevan 's ce l l  phone 
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number.    

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  d id  not .   He changed h is phone number 

qui te  of ten.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So i t  was both  that  you d id not  know,  

both the cel l  number and the whereabouts.    

MR LOFTUS :    And h is whereabouts,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .   A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

P lease go back to  where you were and cont inue read ing.  

MR LOFTUS :     

“ I  la ter  establ ished that  Constable Ian 10 

Ronnie f rom the Metro Pol ice was off  

duty and had ar r ived in  h is  pr ivate  

vehic le.   There  appeared to be reason 

why . . . [ ind ist inct ]  would be involved in  

the pol ice act ion  on that  day.   Bevan’s 

house where he l ived was locked and 

Constable Ronnie  gave the go -ahead fo r 

the other  pol i cemen to force the k i tchen 

secur i t y  gate open,  which was the NIU 

Capta in,  and which he d id.   I  asked them 20 

whether  they had a search warrant ,  which 

they could not  p roduce,  and I  was to ld 

that  they d id not  need one.   I  to ld  them 

that  I  do not  l ive at  that  address and d id 

not  have keys to the premises.   They 
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ins is ted I  enter  the house wi th them.   

I  asked that  only two pol icemen enter  fo r  

cont ro l  purposes,  because I  d id  no t  know 

i f  there were any valuables or  cash in  the  

house and d id no t  want  to  be responsib le  

for  anyth ing going missing.   Many pol ice 

members entered and went  in to d i f ferent  

areas of  the  house wi thout  any 

superv is ion.  

A young man,  namely Michigan Hippolyte ,  10 

who was then 19 years o ld,  he is  now 

deceased,  was asleep ins ide the house.   

Constable Ian Ronnie f rom the Durban 

Metro p icked up two Chinese -

manufactured two-way radios f rom the 

shel f  in  the k i tchen and said that  they 

were pol ice scanners.   Constab le Ian 

Ronnie and one of  the c iv i l  n ight  took 

Michigan in to  the bathroom and 

quest ioned h im about  Bevan 's 20 

whereabouts.    

I  saw Constab le Ian Ronnie  push 

Michigan 's head in to the bath wi th  water  

and hold i t  there on two occasions whi le  

Michigan st rugg led to breathe.   I  
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in tervened and to ld Constable Ian Ronnie  

to  stop what  he was doing to Michigan.   

He then stopped.  

Var ious other  i tems inc luding two pel le t  

guns and empty car t r idge casings 

inc luding 9mm shel ls ,  a  Ronnie r i f le  

f rame which housed Bevan 's Glock 9mm 

handgun were taken.   Later  I  was 

in formed that  an  AK-47 round was a lso  

a l legedly found.   I  in formed the 10 

pol icemen that  both Bevan and h is wi fe 

were l icenced 9mm f i rearm holders . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  Mr Lof tus,  just  before we move 

off  that ,  d id  Bevan own any h igh -cal ib re r i f le  or  assaul t  

r i f le?   

MR LOFTUS :    No,  he d id not  at  tha t  s tage,  no.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A t  that  s tage?   

MR LOFTUS :    Ja .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   When d id he own i t?    

MR LOFTUS :    Let  me just  cor rect  what  I  sa id .   He 20 

registered a secur i t y  company and he had appl ied for  

f i rearms.   They were shotguns,  but  they actual ly,  when the  

l icence had been processed,  wh ich  d id not  mater ia l ise.   

Okay,  so,  ja .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Did he own any AK -47?   
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MR LOFTUS :    No,  he d id not .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   Paragraph 40.    

MR LOFTUS :    Paragraph 40:  

“Bevan somet imes stored towed vehic les 

at  h is  address when h is business 

premises were fu l l .   The pol icemen 

scanned the d isc on a Renaul t  Duster  

motor  vehic le which was legal ly  towed 

and stored wi th  the owner 's  consent  

dur ing the f loods,  a storm which occurred 10 

in  Apr i l  2022.   When they,  the pol icemen,  

ca l led i t  up and i t  came up as a sto len on 

a Br ighton Beach case.   The Br ighton 

Beach pol icemen had previously come to  

the premises wi th the owner to  remove 

the vehic le.   However,  the vehic le was 

le f t  a t  the premises and had at t racted 

storage charges which the owner had not  

paid.    

We showed the pol ice the  legal  20 

documentat ion  together  w i th the  

newspaper advert isement  in  the 

independent  newspaper on Thursday,  21 

July 2022,  ind icat ing that  the vehic le 

would be sold to  Def ray Costs.   Af ter  
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seeing the documents,  the pol ice  le f t .   I  

was then forced to open the garage 

which I  d id  under duress wi thout  a search 

warrant .   My o ld pol ice issued bul le tproof  

vests and handcuffs  were hanging on the 

wal l  in  a bag which was covered in  dust  

and insect  droppings,  mess.   I  in formed 

them that  i t  was my issue which had been 

hanging on the wal l  for  the last  15 years.  

When I  res igned in  2009,  they only took 10 

my serv ice p isto l  and I  kept  a l l  my 

uni forms and other  equipment .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry.   Just  before you go there,  out  

of  in terest ,  are you  not  under an ob l igat ion to hand back a l l  

the tools of  t rade?   

MR LOFTUS :    Some of  them, yes.   The bul le tproof  vests  

should have been handed back,  but  i f  I  can just  expla in how 

i t  remained in  my possession .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease.  

MR LOFTUS :    When I  res igned in  2009,  I  went  to  the  20 

stat ion commissioner and to ld h im that  I  am resigning.   I  

had accumulated n ine months of  vocat ional  leave over  the  

years and at  that  t ime,  I  do not  know i f  i t  is  changed now,  i f  

you le f t  vo luntar i ly  or  res igned,  you lost  your  leave,  

whatever  leave you had accumula ted,  and you d id  not  get  
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pa id out  for  i t .    

 So I  sa id to  h im,  I  want  to  res ign ,  can he p lease 

s ign my accumula ted leave which amounted to n ine months?  

He refused to do  that .   He actual ly  sa id to  me that  he wi l l  

not  do i t  because i f  he s igns i t  and the n ine months’ leave is  

completed,  I  probably wi l l  w i thdraw the resignat ion.   So I  

sa id to  h im,  okay,  le t  me post -date the resignat ion  and he 

can keep i t  in  h is  safe  and on that  date,  he can submit  i t .   

So I  had my f i rearm wi th me.    

 I  handed in  my f i rearm.   The bul le tproof  vest  was 10 

st i l l  a t  home in the garage because we d id not  real ly  wear 

i t .   So I  le f t  a lmost  immediate ly.   I  went  to  Secunda where I  

had employment .   So I  hard ly came home.   I t  was every now 

and again on the weekend.   So I  d id  not  have the 

opportuni ty  to  hand i t  in  and to be  honest  wi th  you,  I  to ta l ly  

forgot  about  i t .   As wel l ,  none of  them actual ly  came to me 

and reminded me or  came to looking fo r  i t  to  hand i t  in .   So 

I  to ta l ly  fo rgot  about  i t .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  can I  just  c la r i fy?  This garage 20 

you refer  to  in  paragraph 41,  is  th is  at  your  property or  

where Bevan l i ved?   

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  where Bevan  was l i v ing.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

MR LOFTUS :    Ja ,  but  I  used to l ive there previously.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  thank you.    

MR LOFTUS :     

“ I  was subsequent ly  fa lse ly charged for  

obst ruct ing or  defeat ing  just ice because I  

d id  not  know Bevan 's ce l l  phone number 

and whereabouts and a lso could not  open 

the gate.   Impersonat ing a pol iceman ,  

possession of  s ta te property,  possession 

of  a  sto len motor  vehic le ,  possess ion of  

ammuni t ion which was 3.57 Magnum 10 

rounds and one AK-47 bul le t ,  which was 

a l legedly found on a premises at  Bevan 's 

house. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  on that  paragraph 42.5,  you say 

a l legedly.   Do you  d ispute that?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  d ispute  i t .   F i rs t ly,  i f  I  can just  expla in 

fur ther,  Commissioner?  The 357 Magnum rounds,  I  am a 

l icenced f i rearm holder  of  that  ca l ibre of  weapon.   And on 

the day,  there was a capta in f rom the Durban Centra l  who 

actual ly  asked me i f  I  have a f i rearm,  which I  sa id I  do.   So 20 

he went  wi th me to my premises next  door and he took 

possession of  my f i rearm.   The AK -47 bul le t ,  I  know noth ing 

of  that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Let  me get  th is .   You were in  

possession of  s tate property because you had the  
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bu l le tp roof  vest ,  the uni form and the handcuffs .   So why 

would that  charge be fa lse i f ,  even on your own vers ion,  you 

forgot  to  hand them back?   

MR LOFTUS :    I  would not  say that  that  charge is  fa lse 

because I  agree wi th you,  Commissioner s,  because i t  was in  

my possession.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

MR LOFTUS :    What  I  am saying,  i t  was not  mal ic iously in  

my possession because the impl ica t ion on the day was that  

I  read f rom Capta in Govender  and Warrant  Off icer  S iven 10 

Naidoo that  I  am using i t  for  mal ic ious purposes.   That  is  

why when i t  was taken off  the wa l l ,  i t  was hanging on the  

wal l ,  I  actual ly  sa id to  them, p lease take a photograph of  

the condi t ion of  that  bag to show that  i t  was not  open 

because there is  a whole lo t  o f  insect  d roppings on i t  in  the 

z ip area.   So I  would not  say that  is  fa lse.   I t  is  not  fa lse  

because I  was in  possession of  i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And the  badge,  where  was the 

badge?   

MR LOFTUS :    No,  they d id not  f ind  the badge.    20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did you hand i t  back,  the badge?   

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  d id  not .   I  dest royed i t  because they 

d id not  take i t ,  and there are other  pol icemen that  wi l l  te l l  

you the same,  that  they a lso le f t  the i r  badges and they 

themselves dest royed i t .    



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 31  o f  290  

 

 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  fo r  context ,  Commissioner  

Khumalo ,  I  th ink the photos re lat ing to that  ra id are  in  the 

bundle.   I  do not  know in the in terest  of  t ime whether  you 

want  to  go th rough them, but  the one of  the badge  –  I  mean,  

sorry,  o f  the bul le tproof  vest  and the handcuffs  appear  at  

page 951,  which is  Fi le  2 ,  and 952,  and then you wi l l  see 

the rounds going forward.   I  do not  know whether  you need 

to see them physica l l y.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  th ink my concern wi th the  statement  10 

was the a l legat ion that  he was fa lse ly charged fo r  

possession of  s tate property  and I  am saying the  charge 

can be fa lse i f  you are in  unlawfu l  possession of  s tate  

property.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  I  th ink the wi tn ess has answered 

i t ,  yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe in  a s imi lar  ve in,  just  to  c lar i fy,  

the vehic le,  the Renaul t  that  you say was on the property,  

you do expla in how the c i rcumstances in  which i t  ends up 

there,  but  you a lso say that  when they checked,  they found 20 

that  i t  was st i l l  repor ted as sto len property.   So at  th is  

point ,  i t  had not  yet  been taken o ff  the sto len property or  

s to len motor  vehic le report .   Is  that  what  i t  means?   

MR LOFTUS :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioner,  but  i f  I  can 

just  e laborate on that?  What  had happened in  th is  
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par t icu lar  case,  accord ing to what  I  was to ld,  why i t  was in  

h is  possession is  because i t  was f looded,  i t  was underwater 

dur ing the f loods in  2022.   So that  whoever to wed i t ,  ca l led 

to the scene,  had to sa lvage i t .   In  other  words,  not  just  to w 

i t ,  had to rescue i t  or  recover i t  f rom that  water.    

 Then the insurance d id not  want  to  pay fo r  i t .   I t  

was some k ind of  a  d ispute that  took p lace.   So he wanted 

the vehic le wi thout  pay.   So th is  happens,  or  i t  used to  

happen when I  was a pol iceman as wel l .   The owner would 

go to the pol ice and report  i t  s to len,  so that  the pol ice can 10 

come and recover  i t  and he does not  have to pay the cost  of  

the salvage,  recovery,  and storage as wel l .  

 This i s  what  I  th ink happened on th is  day.   That  is  

why,  because I  d id  not  wi tness the t ransact ions between 

them, but  I  was kept  up to date by Bevan about  that  vehic le  

and he said to  me th is  i s  what  is  happening.   The insurance 

does not  want  to  pay the owner,  and he does not  want  to  

pay cash out  of  h is  pocket  as wel l .    

 So in  my understanding,  that  is  why he went  to  the  

pol ice and reported  i t  s to len.   So i t  actual ly  was not  real l y  20 

sto len.   And i f  I  can add on to that  as wel l ?   This  used to  

happen qui te  regular ly  when I  was younger in  the  pol ice.   

The owners used to come in,  open cases so vehic les  can be 

recovered.   At  some stage there  was a c i rcu lar  that  was 

sent  to  stat ions to say that  the pol ice are not  to  get  
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involved in  those t ransact ions anymore.   That  is  pure ly c iv i l .   

So we stopped do ing that .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

MR LOFTUS :    I f  I  can?  I  do not  know i f ,  Commiss ioners ,  

are in terested in  knowing about  impersonat ing a pol iceman.   

I f  I  can g ive you the background on that .   That  charges,  

when they came,  Deena and S iven,  when they entered the  

premises at  the garage,  Deena Govender  re lated to me that  

he knows about  me.    

 He knows I  was work ing at  S ANAB wi th the Warrant  10 

Off icer  Swannepoel ,  Warrant  Off i cer  Jones at  the t ime,  who 

is  now ret i red.   He ret i red as a co lonel .   And another  

gent leman who worked wi th us as a reserv is t ,  h is  name was 

Mr Suni l  Kada [?] .   That  was our  team.  And he even said,  

you know,  he watched us and we d id some good work  and 

he knows that  I  have le f t  the force and he knows everyth ing  

about  me.  

 Before he came,  he d id an enqui ry and he knows 

that  I  own the th ree houses.   So wi th the  impersonat ing,  

they impl ied that  I  sa id to  them that  I  am st i l l  present ly  a 20 

capta in in  the pol ice.   That  is  how that  impersonat ing 

charge came about .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Ja,  okay.    

MR LOFTUS :     

“ I  protested against  the charges because 
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I  d id  not  l ive on the premises and I  have 

no keys or  remote to enter  the premises.   

Capta in  Deena Govender  and Warrant  

Off icer  S iven Na idoo said I  was being 

charged because I  own the premises.   

They took me and I  was deta ined at  

Durban North  Pol ice Stat ion f rom 

Tuesday the 13 t h  o f  December 2022 ,  and 

I  a t tended Durban Court  10 on Thursday 

the 15 t h  o f  December 2022 ,  and was 10 

remanded to Westv i l le  Pr ison for  seven  

days fo r  a fo rmal  bai l  appl icat ion,  that  i s .   

On appear ing at  Durban Court  10 on the  

22 n d  o f  December 2022 ,  I  was re leased 

on a R3 000 bai l  and the case was la ter  

wi thdrawn.    

Ear ly  th is  year,  in  2026,  I  was v is i ted by 

Sergeant  Khuluse f rom the Hawks,  who 

in formed me tha t  they are put t ing the 

mat ter  back in  cour t .   They asked for  a 20 

copy of  my regist rat ion conf i rmat ion of  

the property s i tuated at  the address 

where Bevan l ived.   He said there  was a 

search warrant  and the court  wanted to 

know whether  they had searched the 
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correct  house.   He a lso asked for  a copy 

of  my f i rearm l i cence,  which I  la ter  sent  

to  h im.  

I t  emerged f rom Sergeant  Govender  that  

the ra id on our  fami ly  homes on the 13 t h  

o f  December 2022 was ostensib ly  re lated 

to the two Bel la i r  dockets which are both  

Bel la i r  cases.   Bevan had no knowledge 

of  these cases and was never contacted 

by the Bel la i r  po l ice off i cers who were 10 

assigned these cases.   I  la ter  establ ished 

that  the Bel la i r  cases had been s igned 

out  by Capta in S Naidoo and assigned to  

Warrant  Off i cer  T Naidoo f rom Durban 

Centra l  Detect ives on the 4 t h  o f  

December  2022.   The dockets returned a  

week la ter.    

Bevan was not  contacted in  that  t ime and 

we have never  seen any ev idence 

suggest ing that  there was any case 20 

against  h im.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry.   Just  to  c lar i f y  cer ta in  th ings,  

you ta lk  of  Sergeant  Govender,  i s  that  someone d i f ferent  to  

Capta in Govender?   

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  somebody to ta l ly  d i f ferent  to  Capta in 
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Govender.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And then there is  Capta in Naidoo?   

MR LOFTUS :    I t  was Capta in Govender,  i t  was Warrant  

Off icer  Naidoo  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and …[ intervenes] .  

MR LOFTUS :    And a Sergeant  Govender.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .   Thank you.   P lease 

proceed at  46.    

MR LOFTUS :    A t  46:  

“Whi ls t  I  was in  custody at  Westv i l le  10 

Pr ison on December the 22 n d ,  I  received 

a message f rom Bevan's best  f r iend ,  

Mar lon Stuar t ,  who is  known as St icks,  

that  i s  h is  n ickname,  and another  male  

known to us as David,  who is  a tow t ruck 

dr iver  for  Durban South Towing.   They 

were shot  and k i l led near Moses Mab hida 

Stadium.   Bevan knew both deceased as 

he grew up wi th them and Mar lon was h is 

best  f r iend.   Accord ing to  Capta in  Deena 20 

Govender  and Warrant  Off icer   S iven 

Naidoo,  Bevan and h is manager,  Hendr ik  

Nunez [?] ,  were persons of  in te rest  in  the 

mat ter.  

This was ment ioned to me and B urt ie  
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La ing,  who was my at to rney,  by the  

off icers.   The a l legat ion or  suggest ing  

that  Bevan was involved in  the murder of  

Mar lon and David  is  fanci fu l .   Mar lon and 

David were h is c lose f r iends.   Moreover,  

Bevan was in  Johannesburg when they 

were shot  and k i l led.    

Somet ime in  January 2023,  Bevan came 

home one day and to ld me he got  a  

phone cal l  f rom a f r iend that  is  in  the  10 

Sydenham Taxi  Associat ion together  wi th  

Cl ive Naicker.   The f r iend to ld Bevan to 

be carefu l  because Mr Cl ive Naicker  had 

put  a h i t  on h im.   Apparent ly  no photos of  

Bevan or  deta i l s  of  h is  appearance had 

been c i rcu lated,  but  word was out  that  

Bevan l ived in  the B luff  a rea and drove a 

whi te BMW and a whi te Toyota bakkie .   

Bevan in formed me that  h is  f r iend had 

advised h im not  to  dr ive  those vehic les 20 

and stay off  the s t reets.    

On January 25,  2023,  Henr ik  Nunez was 

at  Bevan 's home as he had just  re turned 

f rom Port  E l i zabeth having purchased a  

motor  vehic le.   He,  Henr ik  Nunez,  came 
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to  ta lk  to  Bevan about  Capta in Var ley,  

who works at  Br ighton Beach SAPS  He 

is  a Capta in in  the Detect ives.   He was 

bother ing h im about  a  motorcyc le that  

one of  the dr ivers recovered at  an 

accident  scene and was now in s torage 

at  Bevan 's storage yard.   Capta in Var ley 

wanted the b ike re leased f ree of  charge.  

Bevan ind icated that  he was going to ca l l  

Capta in Var ley.   I  advised h im not  to  do  10 

so.   I  to ld  h im that  Capta in Var ley was 

work ing wi th Capta in Deena Govender  

and Var ley d id not  l ike Bevan.   He had 

issues wi th Bevan on previous occasions.   

I  advised Bevan that  the Hawks had 

fa i led to arrest  h im on the Bel la i r  cases 

because there was no evidence and by 

cal l ing Capta in Var ley,  he would star t  

something.   I  to ld  Bevan that  he must  be  

carefu l  o f  what  he says to Capta in  Var ley 20 

because he wi l l  open an in t imidat ion  

case and that  w i l l  g ive Capta in Deena 

Govender  a reason to p ick h im up 

because there was no other  reason to do  

that .   Other  than that ,  Bevan 
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nevertheless cal led …” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Lof tus,  le t  me ask.   At  th is  point  

where you are warning Bevan about  Capta in Govender,  or  

now Colonel  Govender,  what  d id you know about  Colonel  

Govender  to  do w i th Bevan at  th is  point  when you g ive h im 

th is  warn ing?   

MR LOFTUS :    Not  Capta in Var ley the warning?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you say tha t  you warned h im not  to  

ca l l  Capta in Var ley?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Because i f  he  does that ,  then i t  would  

g ive Deena Govender  a reason …[intervenes] .  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  I  see that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    To p ick h im up …[ intervenes] .  

MR LOFTUS :    I  can see that ,  yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So my quest ion is ,  what  d id you know 

about  Govender 's  at t i tude or  posi t ion towards Bevan that  

you found i t  necessary to  g ive h im that  k ind of  warn ing?   

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.   What  had happened,  i f  I  can just  go  

in to a b i t  o f  depth?  As fa r  as I  was concerned,  because 20 

what  was happening,  I  was concerned about  Bevan 's l i fe  

now because there were threats made against  h im.   So I  

s ta r ted conduct ing my own enqui r ies to  see who Capta in  

Govender  and them real ly  a re.  

 Then I  establ ished that  af ter  they had come there in  
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December,  obviously they d id not  return unt i l  February,  I  

establ ished f rom my pol ice exper ience,  the cases that  were  

f rom Bel la i r,  as  an exper ienced detect ive,  I  have an 

understanding of  how i t  works.   When you receive a docket  

for  invest igat ion,  wi th in 24 to 48 hours you have to do some 

work on i t .   So i f  there is  ev idence in  the docket ,  you 

obviously approach the accused person or  the suspect  in  

that  mat te r,  should there be any wi tness statements,  

corroborat ing wi tnesses,  et  cetera.    

 I  establ ished that  there  were not  any of  the above.   10 

So I  took i t  f rom that  that  that  is  why Deena Govender  and 

h is team did not  return for  Bevan.   Because had i t  been 

such a ser ious case,  they would have been re lent less to 

ar rest  h im.   Because I  asked  the  quest ion,  why would a 

specia l ly  fo rmed ant i -gang uni t  go  to a smal l  s tat ion in  an 

area and draw two at tempted murder dockets,  wh ich the  

invest igat ive off icer  had  not  pursued or  made any at tempt  to  

contact  the a l leged suspect ?   

 So I  thought  i t  was qui te  suspic ious,  you know,  th is  

cannot  be fa l l ing in  the i r  mandate.   Then I  establ ished that  20 

Capta in Govender  was at  Br ighton  Beach Stat ion  and at  

Wentworth Pol ice Stat ion t ry ing  to f ind dockets where  

Bevan is  impl icated,  outstanding dockets.   And the 

in format ion I  got  f rom my sources was that  Capta in  Var ley  

was work ing wi th h im,  looking for  dockets,  so that  they can 
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ar rest  h im.    

 So in  my opin ion,  I  was saying,  i f  the cases were so  

st rong against  h im,  why are they going fur ther  to  look for  

other  dockets?  So I  was of  the opin ion that  there was no 

real  ev idence to ar rest  Bevan on those two Bel la i r  cases.   

Then Bevan had had issues wi th Capta in Var ley in  the past .    

 Just  the fact  tha t  i f  he cal l s  i t ,  when he was a  

capta in at  Wentworth,  Capta in  Var ley was a capta in at  

Wentworth Detect ives ,  he was a group,  because the  

detect ives are d iv ided in to groups and they have a  capta in 10 

in  charge of  each group.  

 There was an instance where Bevan was arrested 

wi th some of  h is  f r iends for  a f i rearm charge.   I  wi l l  g ive a  

background of  that .   When they,  on the st reet ,  the tow 

t rucks s i t  on what  they cal l  a  patch,  you know where they s i t  

and wai t  fo r  ca l l s  for  accidents.   I t  was la te at  n ight ,  and he 

says he was coming home and a f r iend of  h is  f rom the area 

asked h im,  where  is  he?   

 So he ind icated where he was,  so he said he is  

going home.   So the f r iend asked h im for  a l i f t  home,  20 

because i t  was enroute to us,  where Bevan l ived .   He knows 

the boy is  naughty.   So he said to  h im there is  a roadblock 

opposi te  the pol ice stat ion.   He says I  am going that  way.   I f  

you have anyth ing i l legal  on you,  declare i t  now,  because I  

am going through that  roadblock.    
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 The guy said,  no ,  he has not  got  anyth ing i l legal .   

So he says when they got  to  the roadblock,  just  be fore the  

roadblock,  the  youngster  says to  h im,  hey,  I  have got  a  

f i rearm on me.   So Bevan said he to ld h im I  am not  turn ing 

back now because i f  I  turn back,  i t  w i l l  look l i ke I  d id  

something wrong,  something to that  effect .   So there were 

f ive people in  the  vehic le,  and everybody was ar rested.   So 

I  got  a ca l l  that  he is  arrested at  Wentworth  Pol ice S tat ion.  

 I  know most  of  the detect ives at  Wentworth  Pol ice 

Stat ion because I  worked there.   So I  establ ished who was 10 

on cal l  and who would have the  doc kets.   So,  I  made a  

phone cal l  to  say,  what  is  the way fo rward,  what  is  the 

charge,  et  cetera .   So the  detect ive  sa id to  me,  no,  I  can 

come see h im in the morning.   So I  sa id to  h im,  look,  must  I  

get  an at to rney?  He says,  no,  i t  is  not  necessary,  because 

he is  going to be re leasing them because there is  no 

evidence.   They cannot  p lace the docket  there . . . [ ind ist inct ]  

f i rearm in anyone's possession.    

 So f ine,  I  went  to  the stat ion on the  Saturday 

morning,  and I  spoke to the detect ive,  and he was now 20 

going to process a l l  the cases that  came on overn ight .   So 

he went  to  the ce l l ,  I  fo l lowed h im .   I  d id  not  go in .   So he 

said to  me,  no,  he is  going to re lease them because Bevan 

and them were shout ing and saying they d id not  know what 

they were going to do,  et  cetera.    
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 There is  cameras in  the cel l s .   The pol iceman that  

was in  charge,  I  wi l l  not  say h is name,  he received a phone 

cal l  f rom Capta in Var ley because he fe l l  under  Capta in 

Var ley 's  group ,  and he said to  Capta in Var ley  he is  

re leasing  these guys because there is  no evidence against  

any of  them and there is  no chance of  a successfu l  

convict ion.    

 The phone was on speaker.   Capta in Var ley sa id to  

h im,  no,  do not  re lease Bevan,  he is  going  to take that  

docket ,  and he  wi l l  handle the  docket  hencefor th.   So Bevan 10 

and them went  to  cour t .   Based on that ,  he took possession  

of  that  docket  as an invest igat ing off i cer,  which  is  not  

normal  as the capta in of  the group to invest iga te the 

mat ters.   And the  mat ter,  I  am not  sure i f  i t  was thrown out  

or  i t  was not  p laced on the row.   I  need to conf i rm that .    

 So Bevan had said even in  the conversat ion,  when 

he phoned h im,  that  is  why I  sa id to  h im do not  phone 

because back to where we star ted ,  because  Deena is  af te r  

you,  and Var ley is  not  a f r iend of  yours.   So le t  us leave i t  

as i t  i s  because based on my exper ience and my enqui r ies,  20 

there was not  enough evidence in  that  docket  to  arrest  

Bevan.    

 When Bevan found that  they were looking for  h im  

for  these cases,  he came to me and he said to  me,  he 

re lated to me that  there is  two dockets that  they  are 
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drawing at  Bel la i r  for  h im to come and ar rest  h im  and he 

said to  me I  have got  no cases,  I  do not  understand th is .   

And hencefor th ,  my enqui ry star ted.   I  forget  which  number 

we were.   51 :  

“Bevan nevertheless cal led Var ley and 

asked h im,  Capta in Var ley,  to  stop 

harassing Henr ik  Nunez,  who was h is 

dr iver  and h is manager at  the t ime.   The 

phone was on speaker so I  could hear 

the conversat ion.   Capta in Var ley wanted 10 

the b ike re leased,  but  Bevan refused 

because he had re leased vehic les in  the  

past  on Var ley 's  word that  the  c l ient  

would pay,  but  the c l ient  ended up not  

paying.   Bevan to ld h im to stay out  of  h is  

business and do pol ice work.   Bevan to ld  

h im that  they were both men and the only 

d i f ference was that  Capta in Var ley  has a  

badge. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  just  on that  last  par t ,  what  d id 20 

you make of  that  s tatement?   

MR LOFTUS :    I  want  to  e laborate on that .   The words 

actual ly  used was,  look,  Bevan was fur ious because he was 

under such pressure,  he is  get t ing pressure f rom these guys 

for  a case he says he knew noth ing about ,  and Var ley now.   
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So the words were something to the effect  o f ,  you know,  

Var ley,  you are a man,  I  am a  man.   You have got  b lood and 

bone,  I  have got  b lood and bone.   You are a pol iceman,  I  

am not .   You have got  a badge.   You do your pol i ce work  

and I  wi l l  do mine.   Stay out  of  my business.   I t  was to that  

k ind of  e ffect .   In  other  words,  s tay in  your  lane,  I  wi l l  s tay 

in  mine.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Ja.  

MR LOFTUS :     

“After  ca l l ing Capta in Var ley,  Bevan 10 

cal led Mr Cl ive  Naicker  of  Roadstar  

Towing again against  my advice.   The 

t ranscr ip t  o f  the  cal l  has a l ready been 

referred to above and is  GL2,  as stated 

above.   I  have sent  the record ing  to the 

Commission and I  be l ieve i t  wi l l  be  

p layed fo r  a l l  to  hear.   Again,  th is  ca l l  

was on speaker  and I  could hear the 

conversat ion.   I  wish to h ighl ight  that  the  

fo l lowing…” …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  just  be fore that ,  I  th ink I  would 

l ike to  take up the Chai r 's  inv i ta t ion to p lay the record ing at  

th is  juncture.   Chai r,  i t  seems that  as i t  wou ld happen,  we  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You were ready and rar ing to go qui te  
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some t ime back.   Should we –  le t  us just  car ry on.   Perhaps 

you wi l l  come back la ter.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  can I  request ,  i f  indeed we get  

there,  we wi l l  rep lace  …[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    But  i t  is  qui te  important  for  the 

context  of  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink a lso  for  the quest ion that  was 

put  to  Mr John  [?] .   I  do not  know whether  I  can request  10 

because my col league te l ls  me …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  even th ink i t  is  necessary  for  us  

to  go to the t ranscr ip t  because we went  through i t  and I  

th ink i t  was read in to the record as wel l .   We can proceed 

so long.   I  am not  saying we should  not  p lay the –  when you 

are ready wi th i t ,  we can a lways go back to i t .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can I  perhaps just  o ffer  an  

explanat ion why I  need to go to the  t ranscr ip t  to  expla in?   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  even stopping you,  but  p lease,  i f  

you want  to  expla in.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I t  is  because there was an issue 

about  the –  an issue about  ident i f icat ion  of  Bevan and Mr  

Naicker  and Mr Lof tus was in  that  room, so I  would l ike h im 

to expla in and perhaps i f  you have a quest ion  or  the 

Commissioners have a quest ion,  they can come f rom there.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    So are you –  fo r  example,  in  paragraph 

52,  just  before the subparagraphs,  Mr Lof tus says he wants 

to  h ighl ight  something and then we have the subparagraphs 

which are what  he h ighl ights.   Are you saying we should not  

even go there unt i l  we have p layed the record ing?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Perhaps I  jus t  want  –  maybe I  do not  

know how the technica l  issues wi l l  be,  but  at  th is  po int ,  not  

to  lose the point ,  I  would prefer  that  at  least  he expla ins 

52.2.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Maybe le t  us just  go to paragraph 10 

53 then.   We wi l l  come back to the record ing and then Mr 

Lof tus '  observat ions.    

MR LOFTUS :    Before we move on,  on 52,  I  see I  d id  not  

inc lude i t  here.   Before Bevan made the cal l  to  Cl ive,  I  s a id  

to  h im –  why I  advised h im against  i t?   Because I  sa id to  

h im Cl ive  is  a powerfu l  guy.   They have not  got  anyth ing on 

you.   He wi l l  def in i te ly  open an in t imidat ion case against  

you.   I  sa id you can guarantee that .   And la ter  on –  okay,  le t  

me leave i t  there .   I  th ink I  have covered i t  la ter  on,  but  I  

forgot  to  say that  there.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A l l  r ight .  

MR LOFTUS :    I  wi l l  expla in fur ther  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You said something s imi lar  about ,  I  forget  

the rank,  Off icer  Var ley as wel l .    

MR LOFTUS :    Capta in Var ley,  yes.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .    

MR LOFTUS :    I  just  fo rgot  to  inc lude i t  here.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   Let  us go on to 53 

then,  i f  that  is  f ine,  Mr S ikhakhane.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Let  us proceed to  

paragraph 53.  

MR LOFTUS :     

“ I  po int  out  fur ther  that  just  over  two 

months af ter  th is  ca l l ,  Bevan was 

murdered by the SAPS off icers under the  10 

command of  Capta in Deena Govender  in  

an operat ion led  by h im.   On the  3 r d  o f  

February 2023…”…[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  before you proceed to tha t ,  i f  you 

go to f i le  –  wel l ,  le t  us just  s t ick to  the same f i le ,  ra ther.   In  

the founding aff idavi t  to  the appl ica t ion,  paragraph 18,  page 

38 of  the same f i le .   This i s  the founding aff idavi t  that  you 

deposed to ,  a t  paragraph 18 …[intervenes] .  

MR LOFTUS :    Sorry,  just  say that  again?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can you go to page 38 of  the same 20 

bundle?   

MR LOFTUS :    38 .   Page 38,  I  do not  see pages.   You mean 

the ones that  are  wr i t ten on the top  in  red?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A t  the top in  red.    

MR LOFTUS :    You said  number 18? 
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Paragraph 18,  which should be at  the 

bot tom.    

MR LOFTUS :    1-8?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    1-8.  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  th is  one.   The one that  s tar t s  wi th  on  

the Fr iday?   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  i t  s ta r ts  dur ing 2022.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Both Bevan.   Red 38 at  the top.    

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .   Okay.    10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can we just  read that  paragraph 18?   

MR LOFTUS :     

“During 2022,  both Bevan and mysel f  

received in format ion that  there was an 

assassinat ion . . . [ ind ist inct ]  pu t  on 

Bevan 's l i fe  in  an  amount  of  R2 500 000.   

I  a lso received in format ion f rom a 

pol iceman I  know that  a h i t  on my son 

Bevan was genuine.   The word was that  I  

should be carefu l  because i f  they cannot  20 

k i l l  Bevan,  they w i l l  k i l l  my son ,  Nicholas ,  

and mysel f . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   I  just  want  to  probe just  

two th ings there .   Accord ing  to  th is ,  you received the  

in format ion in  2022.    
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MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Do you remember when about?   

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  cannot  remember.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And th is  in fo rmat ion was in  what  

form?   

MR LOFTUS :    Verbal .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    From a source?   

MR LOFTUS :    From a source,  yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And in  te rms of  th is ,  was i t  a t  the 

same t ime you were at  Bevan or  you received i t  separate ly 10 

f rom separate sources?   

MR LOFTUS :    I t  was more or  less around the same t ime 

because we d iscussed i t ,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink the quest ion is ,  was the source 

the same person?   

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no,  no.   I t  was not  the same source.   I f  I  

can recal l  cor rect ly,  Bevan to ld me that  the h i t  was put  on 

h im.   We were d iscussing th is  a l l  the t ime wi th people.   I t  

was a th ing that  was going on in  the area.   Then th is  f r iend 

of  mine approached me and he said,  A,  B,  and C,  which now 20 

corroborated what  Bevan had said to  me.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  just  want  to  just  make sure that  I  

understand.   So you are saying tha t  Bevan te l ls  you for  the  

f i rs t  t ime that  th is  is  in  2022,  that  there is  a h i t  on h im.    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And he te l ls  you that  i t  is  for  R2 500 

000.    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Does he say who is  the person?   

MR LOFTUS :    A t  that  t ime,  no.   I  do not  recal l  that  he said  

who was the person.   At  a la te r  s tage.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A t  a  la ter  s tage? 

MR LOFTUS :    A t  a  la te r  s tage,  the name came out  of  who i t  

was.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and then you then get  10 

in format ion or  you conf i rm independent ly  f rom a pol iceman.    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And what  was the d iscussion  on that  

f rom that  pol i ceman?   

MR LOFTUS :    Wel l ,  a l l  the pol icemen in  the area knew 

what  was going on.   So i t  was basica l l y  a st ra igh t forward  

conversat ion.   That  be carefu l  because there is  a h i t  put  on  

you.   He had heard about  i t  and he conf i rmed that  i t  is  t rue  

f rom his sources.   I t  was a very short  d iscussion.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And i t  was a lso the conf i rmat ion d id 20 

not  ment ion the name.  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  at  that  s tage,  no .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

MR LOFTUS :    The name was not  ment ioned at  that  s tage.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and in  that ,  now that  you know 



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 52  o f  290  

 

 

there is  th is  th ing ,  d id you take i t  up wi th the author i t ies?   

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  d id  not .   I  d id  not .   I  can te l l  you why I  

d id  not  because I  know the work ings of  the  pol ice,  

especia l l y  wi th  our  local  po l i ce stat ions,  et  cetera.   In  my 

opin ion,  they  are  not  equipped to  handle issues such as 

these.   They are real l y  not ,  and a lo t  o f  the t ime i t  is  

because of  lack  of  knowledge and a lso because of  no 

in terest .   I  have seen that  whi le  I  was a pol iceman.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can you just  expla in what  you mean 

they are not  equipped to handle mat ters l ike th is ?   And I  10 

ask because when Mr John,  the IP ID off i cer,  was test i fy ing  

yesterday and he said you went  to  cour t  for  an in terd ict ,  the  

quest ion that  I  d id  not  ask but  that  was in  my head was why 

would you not  lay a charge of  conspi racy to murder or  to  

k i l l?   Why d id you not  lay that  k ind of  compla in t?  So 

answer my quest ion about  why do you say the pol ice do not  

have the capaci ty  to  deal  wi th  these k ind  of  issues together  

wi th my quest ion,  why d id you not  lay that  k ind of  charge?   

MR LOFTUS :    From exper ience being in  that  envi ronment ,  

cases l ike that ,  people do not  genera l ly  want  to  come 20 

forward,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  and g ive statements because they  wi l l  

have to name names,  et  cetera.   Secondly,  there is  a lso a 

lack of  in te rest  in  pursuing cases f rom the local  po l ice as 

wel l ,  detect ives as wel l .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you say so  even af ter  you have had 
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the te lephone ca l l  between Bevan and Mr Naicker,  which 

you have in terpre ted in  a cer ta in way as you were l i s tening  

to i t ,  you say there is  an acknowledgement  in  that  he does 

not  deny that  he  has put  a pr ice  for  Bevan to be  k i l led.   

Even wi th that  in format ion,  you st i l l  say you could not  lay a  

compla int .  

MR LOFTUS :    I  spoke to some pol icemen regard ing that  

conversat ion,  tha t  t ranscr ip t ion.   None of  those po l icemen 

even p icked up what  we d id,  that  h is  name was ment ioned 

wi thout  h im saying h is name,  and i t  was only when the h i t  o f  10 

R2 500 000 was put  on h is head.   They d id not  p ick that  up,  

and they d id not  p ick up what  I  would ca l l  a  mot ive,  where  

he says you k i l led my uncle.   They d id not  even p ick that  

up.   I  had to actual ly  h ighl ight  i t  to  them.  This is  not  

pol i cemen at  s tat ions,  people that  I  knew,  pol icemen that  I  

knew.    

 There is  real l y  no  in terest  there,  i f  I  can e laborate.   

When we work as  detect ives,  compla inants wi l l  walk in to the  

charge off ice,  and genera l ly  speaking,  the charge off ice 

personnel ,  in  my opin ion,  a lo t  o f  them are not  equipped to 20 

even wr i te  proper  statements.   That  I  can te l l  you,  because I  

have wi tnessed i t .   We have to go and re take the 

statements.    

 A lo t  o f  the t imes,  l ike what  we d id ,  we establ ished 

what  we cal l  a  cr ime off i ce so the detect ives actual ly  could  
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in terv iew the people,  the compla inants,  and take the 

re levant  s tatements in  a proper  manner.   A lo t  o f  the  

detect ives and the uni formed pol icemen,  they  have got  th is ,  

i f  I  can cal l  i t  a  th ing where they say k i l l  the case.  

 So when a compla inant  walks in to the charge off i ce,  

there i s  a persuasion.   They t ry  and persuade the 

compla inants not  to  open the case.   I f  you can understand 

what  I  sa id,  they t ry  and in form that  they cannot  open a  

case because there is  no case,  et  cetera,  et  cetera.   They 

f ind some k ind of  way not  to  help them.  I  have wi tnessed i t .   10 

So …[ intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

MR LOFTUS :    I  wi l l  e laborate a b i t  more.   There were t imes 

when th is  star ted,  where youngsters would be in t imidated at  

the f la ts,  before i t  escalated.   When I  say f la ts,  i t  is  where 

we grew up in  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  where th is  Carte l  was operat ing.   

These youngsters ,  two of  them that  are deceased now,  and 

Antonio  was a lso  deceased,  they were f rom there.   They 

were jun ior  youngsters.   They were being harassed,  

in t imidated.  20 

 I  personal ly,  and a lo t  o f  those youngsters had 

s ingle-parent  homes,  s ing le mothers.   I  was very wel l -known 

in  the area.   So I  took some of  the  mothers up to the pol ice 

stat ion and had a meet ing wi th the stat ion commissioner,  

wi th  the mothers,  to  say,  f rom exper ience,  th is  is  going to 
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escalate.   I t  is  s tar t ing as threats and l i t t le  assaul ts ,  but  I  

expla ined how I  could see th is  escalat ing f rom exper ience 

of  the past .    

 There was no in terest .   We had those k ind of  

meet ings on about  two or  three occasions to t ry  and get  the 

stat ion commander to  in te rv iew.   I  cannot  remember the  

stat ion commander 's  name.   He was a whi te gent leman.   He 

actual ly  sa id to  me,  and he sent  me a document  wi th the 

Int imidat ion Act ,  where he actual ly  sa id the Int imidat ion Act  

does not  ex ist  anymore.  10 

 So we d id make effor ts  at  that  s tage.   So fo l lowing 

that ,  there was no sense in  going back there,  because i f  the 

stat ion commissioner could say something l i ke that ,  there is  

no way that  these jun iors,  wi th  no exper ience,  could  pursue 

i t .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  two quest ions on that .   One is ,  

what  i s ,  I  th ink,  a  lo t  o f  your  statements conta in the words 

or  the phrase tha t ,  word in  the st reet  was ,  but  I  would l i ke  

to  know,  to  expla in,  what  does that  mean general l y?   

MR LOFTUS :    I t  is  ta lk  amongst  people on the  st reet ,  20 

people,  groups,  just  genera l  ta lk .   I  mean,  i t  is  l ike socia l  

media.   People  th r ive on act iv i t ies or  events that  take p lace.   

So you p ick up something  that  you hear,  and you pass i t  on 

l ike a grapevine story.   You know,  and that  is  how the word  

gets around on the st reet ,  you know?   
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 And a lo t  o f  the t ime,  what  you hear is  t rue.   Not  a l l  

the t ime,  but  a lo t  o f  the t ime.   And a lo t  o f  the t ime some of  

what  you hear i s  t rue,  and i t  leads to other  th ings ,  you 

know?  So i t  g ives you something to gra b onto,  some of  the 

stuff ,  and you can invest igate.   Some invest igat ion  star ts ,  

and you can pursue whatever  is  sa id,  and you can actual ly  

f ind a lo t  o f  what  is  t rue most  of  the t ime.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Then the second point  is  just  

to  fo l low on what  Commissioner  Baloyi  sa id and what  you 

then responded by,  is  that  what  do  you th ink is  the  reason 10 

behind the pol ice  seeming apathet ic  o r  not  wi l l ing or  k i l l ing  

cases as i t  were?   

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  a tough one fo r  me to say.   I  am 

going to get  in to t ro uble for  th is .   I  th ink i t  is  just  laz iness.   

That  is  what  I  be l ieve.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Thank you.   Chai rperson,  I  am 

advised that  the sound is  back.   Can I  request  that  we p lay  

that  record ing and then go back to  the f i le ,  to the statement  

at  page 15,  paragraph 52.1 ?  But  we wi l l  s ta r t  wi th  the  

record ing.    20 

[AUDIO PLAYED BACK]  

“And I  wi l l  s tar t .   Mr Cl ive h imse l f ,  how 

are you?  Ja . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   Welcome.   

Not  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  2 .5 on my head now 

. . . [ ind ist inct ] . ”  …[ intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    P lease star t  f rom the beginning.  

[AUDIO PLAYED BACK]  

“And I  wi l l  s tar t .   Mr Cl ive h imse l f ,  how 

are you?  Ja . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   Welcome 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  2 .5  on my head now.   

[ Ind ist inct ]  you set  me up.   I  phoned 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]?   Ja .   I  do not  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  

look l i ke you are af te r  me.   You pay 

Deena Govender,  you pay . . . [ ind ist inct ]  to  

do a l l  these th ings,  so I  never had 10 

noth ing to do wi th you.   I  never minded 

your business.   I  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  f lop wi th 

you,  but  . . . [ ind is t inct ]  went  out  of  your  

way to do  a l l  these  th ings.   So you want  

to  k i l l  me and . . . [ ind ist inct ]  numbers.   Are 

you making an a l legat ion against  me or  

are you te l l ing me . . . [ ind ist inct ]?   I  am 

asking you where is  the numbers  

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  the  people . . . [ ind ist inct ] .   

No,  you want  to  k i l l  me,  r ight?  No 20 

. . . [ ind ist inct ] .   The fastest  l i ves the 

longest ,  r ight?  Lekker . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  th ink,  I  

am not  sure whether  i t  was audib le enough for  your  

purposes.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    In  any event ,  the t ranscr ip t  i s  at  page 

113,  just  to  contextual ise th ings.   Now,  th is  i s  the record ing .   

Is  th is  the record ing that  you were referr ing to ear l ie r?   

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  correct ,  that  is  the record ing.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And at  page 113 is  a t ranscr ip t .  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Is  that  an accurate?   

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  an accurate.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and you were present  when that  10 

cal l  was made?   

MR LOFTUS :    I t  was made present ly,  h is  phone was on 

speaker.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and what  was t he  purpose of  

the cal l?    

MR LOFTUS :    A f ter  he  phoned Var ley,  or  le t  me say before  

he phoned Var ley,  he was agi ta ted  and he was qui te  angry  

and he was under  a lo t  o f  pressure  because he was t i red of  

th is .   You remember he had  not  been out  of  the premises fo r  

a long t ime.   Because when he heard that  there is  a h i t  on  20 

h im,  he said to  me they  are not  go ing to get  me because I  

am not  going to leave the premises.   So,  l ike he says,  he  

cannot  go out  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  just  repeat  that?   

MR LOFTUS :    He could not  leave the premises.   He said he 
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is  going to stay in  the premises because there is  a h i t  on 

h im and i f  he  stays at  home,  they cannot  get  h im.   

Hencefor th,  Hendr ik  Nunez ran the operat ion in  the yard 

and on the st reet  wi th  the tow t rucks,  et  cetera .   So he was 

angry.  

 So when Hendr ik  Nunez came over,  he was on the  

phone wi th Var ley.   Var ley  phoned h im a few t imes 

harassing h im about  th is  motorcycle.   So Bevan was 

agi ta ted about  that .   So he said,  no,  I  am going to phone 

h im.   I  need to put  h im in  h is  p lace,  k ind of ,  you know?  He 10 

d id not  use those words,  but  tha t  was the gesture,  so to  

say.  

 Then af terwards,  he said,  you know what ,  I  do not  

know th is  Cl ive  Naicker.   He said I  am going to phone h im 

and ask h im why he is  doing th is  to  me ,  and that  is  where  

the phone cal l  came f rom.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And where d id he get  the ce l l  phone 

of  Mr Naicker,  i f  i t  is  Mr Naicker?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.   To be honest  wi th  you,  I  was qui te  

surpr ised that  he could get  the  phone cal l ,  but  he was 20 

resourcefu l .   What  happens,  you get  a tow t ruck dr iver  that  

dr ives for  the operators on the B luf f .   And f rom t ime to t ime,  

they jump areas and they go and dr ive in  other  a reas.   So 

obviously they make connect ions,  they  are f r iends wi th the 

guys that  work fo r  the d i f feren t  –  so  those guys have thei r  
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contact  numbers for  the i r  employees or  the i r  bosses.    

 So,  he d id not  te l l ,  so  I  am assuming that  is  how he 

got  i t  because you hear conversat ions when a guy would 

ask,  I  would say,  have you got  so -and-so 's number?  And he  

would be l ike,  no,  le t  me phone so -and-so,  and that  so -and-

so would phone so-and-so and the number would come wi th 

in format ion,  so to say,  but  I  was not  present  when he 

actual ly  got  the number.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   I  th ink I  cannot  take that  

fur ther  wi th you as such.  10 

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Then you conf i rm or  seem to conf i rm 

that  on the cal l  was Mr Naicker  on the other  end.    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    How do you come to that  conclusion?   

MR LOFTUS :    Wel l ,  look –  okay,  le t  me ret ract  that .   I  

cannot  say i t  was h im because I  do  not  know him and I  have 

never met  h im  and I  have never heard h im speak.   Based on 

the conversat ion  and the phone cal l ,  I  am assuming that  

that  was h im.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And why is  that?   

MR LOFTUS :    Wel l ,  f rom the conversat ion when Bevan 

cal led h im,  Mr C l ive,  the Roadstar,  he acknowledges,  he 

cont inues the conversat ion acknowledging,  I  would say that  

is  h is  acknowledgement  that  i t  is  h im.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you know whether  h is  company  is  

Roadstar?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  do know that  he owns Roadstar  

Towing.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Can you then read paragraph 

52.1,  which are the points you wanted to h ighl ight ?   

MR LOFTUS :    52 .1.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Page 16 of  your  statement .  

MR LOFTUS :    Page 15.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    1-5.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Ja,  1-5.  

MR LOFTUS :    52 .1?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

MR LOFTUS :     

“When he answered the phone,  Mr  Cl ive 

Naicker  was not  able to  ident i fy  Bevan at  

f i rs t .   As soon as Bevan ment ioned the  

R2 500 000,  Mr Cl ive Naicker  ins tant ly,  

immediate ly ident i f ied h im and 20 

accused…”   

Sor ry,  le t  me say that  again :  

“… immediate ly ident i f ied h im at  Bevan  

and accused Bevan of  k i l l i ng h is uncle.   

When Bevan accused Mr Cl ive Naicker  of  
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paying Capta in Deena Govender  to  k i l l  

h im,  Mr Cl ive Naicker  d id not  deny the 

a l legat ion. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  want  to  take issue wi th that .   I  th ink you 

should l is ten to the record ing in  the context  of  everyth ing 

that  was said.   Let  me take you to  page 113.   113 ,  red 113 

at  the top.    

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.   I  have got  i t ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  the f i f th  ent ry where Bevan is  

speaking says :  10 

“Yes,  and then how you can phone Dane 

to te l l  Dane to set  me up ?”  

Then the response by Capta in Naicker.   I  am sorry,  Mr  

Naicker :  

“ I  phoned Dane?”  

You see,  even the  fact  that  he is  asking a quest ion there. :  

“ I  phoned Dane?”  

I t  should te l l  you that  impl ic i t  in  that  is  i t  may in  a sense be 

a denia l :  

“ I  do not  even f - ing know who Dane is . ”   20 

So i t  becomes c learer.   So your source about  me having 

cal led Dane to  se t  you up,  that  is  fa lse.   So that  i s  a  denia l ,  

but  le t  us  go fu r ther  down .   So yes,  i t  does not  d i rect ly  deal  

wi th  the 2.5 ,  but  the context  is  the 2.5 and the set t ing up by  

Dane is  in  the context  of  the 2.5.   So le t  us go fu r ther  down.  
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The long there is  what  Bevan said the re,  the longest  by  h im.   

He says,  second last  l ine towards the end :  

“You want  to  k i l l  me and a l l  that  k ind. ”  

And then the response by Mr Naicker :  

“ I  do not .   You want  to  k i l l  me?  I  do not .   

Are you making a l legat ions against  me or  

are you te l l ing me the facts? ”  

So when you look at  a l l  th is  in  context ,  he actual ly  d id deny 

the a l legat ions.   I t  is  on that  basis that  I  say I  take issue 

wi th what  you say when you say he d id not  deny.    10 

MR LOFTUS :    Sorry,  I  d id  not  hear  that ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am saying i t  is  on th is  basis that  I  say I  

take issue wi th your statement  that  Mr Naicker  d id no t  deny.    

MR LOFTUS :    Fa i r  enough.   That  i s  the way i t  is  read.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

MR LOFTUS :    I  wi l l  accept  that .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Chai rperson ,  perhaps one has to 

understand the context  of  the issue whether  i t  is  taken wi th  

whether  i t  was not  Mr Naicker  on the other  s ide or  whether  

i t  is  a  mat ter  of  having put  a cont ract  on h is head.   I  just  20 

th ink we need to d is t inguish that  fo r  h is  purposes as wel l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am just  p roceeding on the assumpt ion 

that  i t  was Mr Naicker,  and what  I  am addressing is  the 

statement  by Mr Lof tus that  Mr Naicker,  i f  i t  was Mr Naicker,  

d id not  deny the  a l legat ions.   That  is  a l l  I  am engaging 
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there Mr Lof tus on.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Chai r,  can I  then take you to  Fi le  3 ,  

page 118?  

CHAIRPERSON :    11? 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    81,  at  the bot tom.   Perhaps I  have to  

ident i fy  what  th is  is  as a document  ent i re ly.   I t  is  an ar t i c le  

that  was publ ished by the Dai ly  Maver ick where ,  on the 29 t h  

o f  Apr i l  2023 ,  and i t  fo l lows the shoot -out ,  and we are st i l l  

go ing to come to  i t  about  the re la t ionship between drugs,  

tow t rucks,  and the gangs,  and the k i l l ings ,  and the h i t s .   10 

But  for  present  purposes ,  I  would l ike us to go to 1181,  

which is  Cl ive Na icker  speaks.   I f  you turn over,  there is  a  

suggest ion that  Mr Cl ive  Naicker  was conf ronted wi th th is  

a l legat ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Whereabout  at  1182?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink i t  is  the second.   I  th ink for  

context ,  I  would l i ke to  read the two paragraphs.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Which ones are those?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A t  the top.   So i t  says …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The one star t ing Dai ly  Maver ick?   20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A l l  r ight .   Just  fo r  the purpose of  the 

record,  can I  ask the wi tness to read i t ?    

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  is  th is?  What  d id you 
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…[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Wel l ,  i t  is  the point  about  whether  

Cl ive Naicker  den ies that  i t  was h im on the cal l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Perhaps the  point  I  am t ry ing to  come 

across,  to  put  across is  that  he does not  seem to deny that  

d iscussion,  at  least  on the media reports.   A lso …  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease go ahead.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Mr Lof tus,  

would I  k ind ly request  that  you read that  por t ion  just  in to  10 

the record?   

MR LOFTUS :    Which page is  th is  now?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Page 1182.    

MR LOFTUS :    82 ,  f rom the top? 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    From the top.  

MR LOFTUS :    Thank you:  

“Dai ly  Maver ick approached 

businessman,  Cl ive Naicker,  who 

descr ibed Bevan Lof tus as an evi l  young 

man.   I  have only had two or  three 20 

conversat ions wi th th is  ev i l  young man.   I  

do not  know him.   I  have been in  the  

towing indust ry for  14 years and I  am 

chai rman of  our  Towing Indust ry  

Associat ion.   I  have never had a 
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conf rontat ion wi th Bevan.   Ear l ier  th is  

year,  Bevan cal led me saying I  wanted to 

k i l l  h im.   I  sa id  I  heard he k i l led my 

uncle ,  the tow t rucker,  E lv is  Raju in  

Asherv i l le ,  ear l ier  th is  year.   I  heard on 

the st reet  that  i t  was a  case of  mistaken 

ident i ty,  that  I  was meant  to  be the  target  

of  the shoot ing .   Bevan ended the 

conversat ion wi th le t  us see who d ies 

f i rs t . ”  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   I  th ink I  would l ike to  

stop there.   Chai rperson,  i t  is  that  ev idence that  I  just  want  

to  be there regard ing Mr Naicker 's  –  wel l ,  regard ing  whether  

i t  was h im on the  other  l ine.   I t  seems to be consistent  wi th  

the t ranscr ip t  and what  the wi tness states  and what  i s  

. . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Which is  that  i t  was Mr Naicker.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Cor rect ,  Chai r.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r igh t .   Thank you.   This  has 

noth ing to do wi th whether  there was or  there was not  a  20 

denia l  by Mr Naicker.   I t  is  just  to  show that  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I t  is  just  to  show …[ inter venes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  was Mr Naicker  on the  other  

…[intervenes] .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  he conf i rms that .   He conf i rms 
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the contents because you see where  the last  s ta tement ,  

wel l ,  not  the last  s tatement ,  i t  says le t  us see who d ies f i rs t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  ja ,  ja .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And that  is  the other  th ing I  want  to  

take wi th Mr Lof tus.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    For  me i t  was just  to  p lace that  before  

you,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .   Thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Then I  wi l l  come back to th is  about  10 

th is  ar t i c le  la ter  on  af te r  tea,  but  there is  a statement  or  

something that  Bevan says when the cal l  ends.    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And i t  i s  –  I  just  do not  want  to  

rephrase i t .   I t  says the fastest  l ives the longest .   You recal l  

that?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  recal l  that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    What  d id you understand that  to  

mean?   

MR LOFTUS :    A t  f i rs t ,  I  d id  no t  know how to take i t  20 

because I  sa id to  Bevan ,  I  actual ly  asked h im ,  what  d id he  

mean by that  and why d id he say that?  He offe red no 

explanat ion.   You know,  he says he was angry,  so he d id not  

real ise what  he  was saying ,  but  he d id not  o ffer  any 

explanat ion.    
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And I  am just  saying ,  what  d id you 

understand of  i t ,  that  s tatement?  

MR LOFTUS :    I f  I  have to put  my own in terpretat ion in to i t ,  

Cl i ve being now the guy that  wants  to  k i l l  h im,  as he says in  

the conversat ion,  so  I  would  put  i t  as to  the fastest  l i ves the 

longest ,  who gets  who f i rs t .   That  is  how I  would in terpr et  i t .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Would i t  be accurate to  character ise i t  

as a threat?   

MR LOFTUS :    You can character ise i t  as a th reat .   I  can 

say that .    10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And you wi l l  see the ar t i c le ,  the Dai ly  

Maver ick ar t ic le  a t  1182 that  you have just  read,  Mr Naicker  

is  quoted as having said Bevan ended the conversat ion wi th  

le t  us see who d ies f i rs t .    

MR LOFTUS :    Are you asking which one is  correct?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  I  am going to come to the 

quest ion.   I  am asking whether  you see that .  

MR LOFTUS :    I  see that ,  yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And would you say that  is  –  I  am not  

saying i t  is  word  for  word or  i t  means ent i re ly  the same 20 

th ing,  but  would i t  genera l l y  be a long s imi la r  l ines?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  you can.   I  wou ld say you can equate i t .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Chai r,  I  see i t  is  10:55 

but  I  would prefer  that ,  I  would request  that  we take an 

adjournment  at  th is  opportune t ime.    
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  maybe ask two quest ions on 

the t ranscr ip t ,  page 113?  There is  two references to what  

are the numbers,  Bal i?   What  does that  refer  to  or  re late to?  

And i t  is  Bevan who is  asking th is .   He says Bal i ,  where are  

the numbers?  And la ter  on I  am asking you,  where are the  

numbers,  Bal i?    

MR LOFTUS :    My only  –  I  do not  know what  –  I  do not  know 

i f  there is  a meaning of  i t  in  the st reet ,  but  i f  I  had to  

in terpret  i t ,  i t  would be why are  you doing th is  to  that  

effect?  Why are  you doing th is?  Ja,  that  is  how I  would 10 

in terpret  i t .   Yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  sor ry,  I  just  wanted to make 

sure that  maybe that  would be a fo l low -up.   I  d id ,  now you 

have t r iggered i t .   As to what  Bal i  the name,  what  does that  

mean?  Bal i .    

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  Bal i  means ,  l ike they cal l  me Bal i ,  an  

o lder  person.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Older  person?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Thank you.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resumed at  11 :30.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai r.  

HEARING ADJOURNS 

HEARING RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr S ikhakhane.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Can I  just  

request  an indulgence?  The wi tness requests an  

opportuni ty  to  c lar i f y  that  te lephone record ing on cer ta in 

aspects.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,   Yes,  Mr Lof tus.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  Commissioner .   I  was l is tening  to that  

record ing on my phone now dur ing  the break,  and where he 

says,  where he says,  Cl ive,  l ike I  do not ,  a re you making 

a l legat ions against  me or  are you te l l ing me facts?  To me,  

i t  sounds l ike he wanted to say something,  and then there 10 

was that  ta lk ing over  of  one another .   So I  just  wanted to  

say what  we were sayin g ear l ier ,  that  i f  you l is ten to i t  

carefu l l y ,  i t  sounds l ike he stopped mid -sentence of  want ing  

to say something.   You know?  

 So I  had the opportuni ty  to  l is ten to i t  again.   I t  is  

just  a  d i f fe rent  way I  look at  i t  when I  heard i t ,  when I  hear  

i t .   And there is  something,  I  am t ry ing to f ind i t ,  where i t  

says,  you are put t ing the kêre ls on  me,  you are pay ing the 

kêre ls.   I  just  want  to  c la r i fy  what  the kêre ls mean.   The 

kêre ls mean the pol ice.   Just  for  c la r i ty .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Why do you say kêre ls means  pol ice?  

MR LOFTUS :    I t  is  Durban s lang.   For  pol i ce,  meaning 

pol ice.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Can we proceed,  Chai r?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 71  o f  290  

 

 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Thank you.   I  th ink we have gone 

through paragraph 54,  but  I  th ink just  fo r  context ,  can you 

star t  reading f rom that?  I  th ink i t  would make sense.   

MR LOFTUS :    Sorry,  I  d id  not  hear  that?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    54,  paragraph 54.   Sorry.  

MR LOFTUS :    Sorry,  I  paged over .   Okay.  

“On the 3 r d  o f  February 2023,  Capta in  

Dina Govender,  and h is team ar r ived 

aga i n  at  Bevan’s  premises.   I  was in  h is  

yard assist ing the welder  in  making a  10 

gate.   I  to ld  Bevan that  there were  

pol ice…”  

I t  should say at  the gate;  

“…and he immediate ly f led. ”  

I  just  want  to  add something there.   There was a secur i t y  

vehic le,  a  Fidel i ty  Secur i t y  vehic le wi th them when they 

stopped at  the gate.   And he f led,  because he was 

expect ing them.   

“He knew that  they were there to k i l l  h im.   

He was c lothed in  s leep shorts wi th no  20 

shoes and no shi r t .   I  to ld  Michigan to go  

wi th h im because of  the i r  v is i t  on the 13 t h  

o f  December 2022,  when they water -

boarded Michigan.   Bevan and Michigan 

managed to f lee .   The pol ice came in  
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unmarked vehic les,  s topped at  the gate at  

Bevan 's premises.   Capta in  Dina 

Govender,  Warrant  Of f icer  S Naidoo and a  

Dog Uni t  po l i ceman,  Warrant  Of f icer  

Naicker ,  approached aggressive ly and 

said they were here not  to  ar rest  Bevan,  

but  to  k i l l  h im,  because accord ing to  

Capta in Dina Govender,  Bevan had 

threatened to k i l l  the members  of  the  

Hawks and Capta in Var ley  of  SAPS 10 

Br ighton Beach Detect ives.    

The pol ice searched my premises and 

Bevan 's home,  where Bevan resided.   No 

search warrant  was produced,  and the  

bedroom door of  the house was damaged.   

I  was ar rested by  Warrant  Of f i cer  Naicker  

and whi le  I  was handcuf fed on the  

roadway,  Capta in Dina Govender and 

Warrant  Of f icer  S iven Naidoo,  and the  

Dog Uni t  po l i ceman,  Warrant  Of f icer  20 

Naicker ,  repeated that  they in tended to  

ki l l  Bevan. ”  

I  am not  going to ment ion other  names.   There were four  

other  people involved.    

“They kept  ins is t ing that  B evan was at  the  
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b lu f f  butchery ear ly  that  day,  and that  is  

why the Toyota engine was hot .   Capta in  

Dina Govender,  and Warrant  Of f icer  S iven 

Naidoo said tha t  I  must  get  Bevan 's  

funera l  po l i cy up  to date because I  am 

going to bury h im and my wi fe and I  a re  

going to mourn for  h im.   Capta in  

Govender sa id that  Bevan shot  h is  f r iend,  

Al lan. ”  

Which is  A l lan Subramoney that  I  ment ioned ear l ie r .   He is  10 

the Durban South  Towing Company owner.   He said Bevan 

shot  h im in  the head.    

“Warrant  Of f icer  S iven Naidoo said  

. . . [ in tervenes] ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sorry,  just  before you go there,  

d id he pass away?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no,  he d id not  pass away.    

“Warrant  Of f i cer  S iven Naidoo sent  

pol icemen in to  my daughter - in- law 's  

premises where  my daughter - in- law,  20 

Mel issa,  runs a crèche.   She protested 

because of  the upset  of  the chi ldren and 

fur ther  because they d id not  have a  

warrant .   A  pol icewoman was cal led and 

she searched together  wi th the premises 
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whi le  the chi ldren were there and she,  

Mel issa,  was handcuf fed and p laced in  a  

pol ice vehic le on the road. ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Lof tus,  just  go back to paragraph 

57.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The second last  sentence where you 

say,  Capta in,  Govender and Warrant  Of f icer  Naidoo.   They 

could not  have both sa id  that .   Sure ly i t  must  have been one 

of  them.  10 

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  le t  me c lar i f y  that .   They d id not  say i t  

both together .   I t  was not  a one -of f  s tatement  that  they 

made.   These guys over - ta lked one another  and they were  

in  an aggressive manner.   I t  was l i ke  anger in  them .   They 

both sa id i t  but  not  at  the same t ime.   I t  is  l ike the  one was 

repeat ing the other .   They said i t  on numerous occasions.   

I t  was not  just  c lear ly ,  we are going to do and do that  

together .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  who said to  you,  you must  get  

Bevan 's funera l  po l i cy up to date  because I  am going to 20 

bury h im? 

MR LOFTUS :    They both sa id i t .   Dina Govender sa id i t  

f i rs t .   And Warrant  Of f icer  Naidoo,  he repeated i t .   But  as I  

sa id,  i t  was not  sa id once.   I t  was on a number of  

occasions.   They speak fast  an d they do not  s top ta lk ing.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    And again,  why d id you not  open a  

case?  Because now they are making a d i rect  threat .  

MR LOFTUS :    I  d id  not  bel ieve that  the case would be 

accepted and tha t  anyth ing would become of  i t .   Because I  

can say why,  I  can e laborate.   Because my wi fe,  my 

daughter - in - law,  both daughter - in- laws went  to  the  pol ice  

stat ion and they t r ied to open cases at  Br ighton Beach.   

And there was a  capta in on duty  there and he re fused to 

accept  the charge.   They ended up going to the  at torney 

who took them to IPID and IPID refer red them to Point  Road 10 

pol ice stat ion and I  am not  sure  where they eventual ly  

opened the case.   I t  was r igmarole.   Nobody wanted to open 

a case.   And th is  is  not  an uncommon pract ice.   I  have 

witnessed th is  be fore.   So people lose in terest…  So people 

lose in terest  and fa i th  in  the pol ice .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  when you say the wi fe and 

daughters t r ied to open a case,  was i t  in  re lat ion  to the  

same inc ident  or  a d i f fe rent  inc ident?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no,  no.   I t  is  a  d i f ferent  inc ident .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And what  was that  inc ident  about?  20 

MR LOFTUS :    My daughter - in - law,  Bevan 's wi fe,  she 

opened a case of  thef t  o f  i tems and cash f rom the house.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  was i t  against  the pol ice?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  i t  was agains t  the pol ice.   There were  

cases eventual ly  registered at  Br ighton Beach.   I  know my 
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daughter - in - law that  runs the crèche,  her  case docket  i s  at  

IPID.   And Eckard,  as I  sa id,  he was one of  the workers of  

Bevan.   He was a dr iver  and a roundabout .   H e opened a  

case of  assaul t .   I  was wi tness to that  s tatement  being 

taken by an IPID pol iceman in  my house.   That  case is  s t i l l  

w i th  IPID.   I  had an opportuni ty  to  speak to,  in  fact  Eckard 

phoned me last  n ight .   I  had not  spoken to h im or  seen h im 

over a year.   And I  asked h im what  was the progress on the  

case.   He says nobody ever  contacted h im.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   And then back to paragraph 10 

57.   Do you ment ion th is  inc ident  in  your  af f idavi t?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    This speci f i c  on e? 

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And the th reat  by Capta in Govender?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  d id .   Just  to  go on wi th that ,  to  

complete that .   My wi fe was eventual ly  ca l led to the pol ice  

stat ion to depose the statement .   And the statement  was 

taken by a female,  should I  not  say the name?  Was taken 

by a female capta in.   But  I  found i t  s t range that  whi le  I  was 20 

s i t t ing  there,  she was not  real ly  in terested in  what  my wi fe 

was saying.   She star ted tak ing a statement  f rom me as to  

what  took p lace.   Then I  rea l i sed what  she was doing.   One 

of  the pol icemen whispered in  my ear  to  say,  no,  no,  she 

works wi th Dina Govender,  I  should not  be ta lk ing to her .  
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 Those mat ters,  I  th ink there were four  cases.   

Besides the cases at  IPID,  the cases that  were opened at  

Br ighton Beach are f i led as undetected and fa lse.   Hendr ik  

Nunez's wi fe a lso  opened a case.   I  do not  know what  the 

charge was.   That  case is  f i led as fa lse.   Coincidenta l ly ,  the 

cases were f i led . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Lof tus?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am going to stop you because you 

have to be carefu l .   In  th is  Commission,  when you ment ion 10 

people 's  names and you make a l legat ions against  them, we 

wi l l  have to ca l l  them to provide thei r  vers ion.   So maybe 

st ick to  the quest ion I  asked so that  we l imi t  ourselves only  

to . . .  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  Commissioner .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because i f  you end up ment ion ing 15 

people,  we wi l l  have to g ive them the opportuni ty  to  come 

and g ive thei r  s ide of  the story.   So le t  us l imi t  ourselves to  

the quest ion I  asked and only the answer to  that  quest ion.   

MR LOFTUS :    Po int  taken.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Was the shoot ing of  A l lan supposed to 

have taken p lace at  B luf f  Butchery?  

MR LOFTUS :    Was the shoot ing of  who,  Commissioner?  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l lan,  A l lan.  
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MR LOFTUS :    No,  no,  no.   That  was in  Devon Centra l  

somewhere.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  a l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Who were you to ld i t  was supposed to 

have been shot  at  B luf f  Butchery?  

MR LOFTUS :    That  was. . .   That  B luf f  Butchery shoot ing,  

the a l leged B luf f  shoot ing,  was supposed to have been 

Bevan shoot ing at  the pol ice.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  a l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight ,  thank you,  thank 10 

you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Just  to  fo l low up on what  

Commissioner Khumalo is  a l leg ing  so that  we complete i t .   

In  re lat ion to the threat  in  January,  now you know the 

deta i ls .   You know the person who is  a l legedly had put  a h i t  

on your son.   Or you both now know.   Did you report  or  take 

th is  up as wel l?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  d id  not .   Because w e were at  a  point  

where opening cases or  t ry ing to open cases were fut i le .   I  

wi l l  say th is .   Br ighton Beach v i l lage,  a lo t  o f  the pol icemen 20 

and detect ives,  and Wentworth,  they d id not  have t ime fo r  

mysel f  o r  for  Bevan.   So,  i t  was fut i le  because there is  an  

instance where one of  the deceased,  a Michigan Hypol i te ,  

was shot  in  an area in  Wentworth,  but  point  b lank,  l ike very 

c lose,  in  the jaw.   He surv ived.    
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 He went  to  the Wentworth pol ice  stat ion to open a 

case and they d id not  take a statement  f rom him.   There 

was another  instance where he was shot  in  Cla i rwood,  

which was under the Br ighton Beach pol ic ing area.   He went  

to  the pol ice sta t ion when he came out  of  the hospi ta l .   

They refused to take a statement .   So,  no cases exist  for  

those two inc idents.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And why is  that  par t i cu la r ly  i t  

would seem that  you are targeted?  

MR LOFTUS :    I t  does seem that  way.   I  was not  popular  10 

when I  was in  the  pol ice.   I  was not  one of  the guys that  d id 

anyth ing i l legal .   So,  I  a lways t r ied  to do the r ight  th ing and 

hencefor th,  unfor tunate ly,  you get  shunned when you do 

that  because you are seen as work ing against  the  gra in.   

Because I  spoke out  against  any in just ice that  I  saw whi le  I  

was in  the pol ice.   A lo t  o f  my col leagues d id not  l i ke  that .  

 I  can go fur ther  to  say that  none of  them would 

work wi th me.   When I  was in  uni form,  only my b lack 

col leagues would  work wi th me.   Nobody e lse.   Because I  

d id  not  do what  they were doing.   I  was against  what  they 20 

were doing.   As far  as Bevan goes,  there are pol ice men at  

Wentworth and at  Br ighton Beach that  I  l is tened to what  Len 

John said yesterday.   That  there are cer ta in pol icemen that  

would favour cer ta in tow t rucking companies.    

 There was,  there were instances and cer ta in  
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po l i cemen that  d id that  as wel l .   And Bevan d id not  

par t ic ipate wi th that  re lat ionship between pol icemen.   I t  was 

pure ly business.   I  know that  there  is  monies exchanged as 

favours between tow t rucking companies and pol ice.   When 

I  was in  uni form,  I  wi tnessed i t .   That  is  a fact .   So what  I  

am saying,  why against  me?  I  have got  no idea.   I  can just  

put  i t  to  you that  I  am not  par t  o f  the team.  Part  o f  the 

c l ique.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Lof tus,  you ment ioned that  at  some 

point  you speak to someone f rom IPID and then they say to  10 

you,  you must  go and lay a compla int  a t  a  pol i ce  stat ion.   

Did I…?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  was not  present  when th is  happened.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So you have never,  have you 

personal ly  had any deal ings wi th IPID to do wi th what  was 

going on wi th you and Bevan?  

MR LOFTUS :    Mmm… let  me say th is .   When the pol ice 

came on in  February and they d id what  they d id because my 

o ldest  son was assaul ted by pol ice as wel l .   Eckhart  was 

assaul ted.   My wi fe had a case to open.   My daughter - in - law 20 

had a case to open.   There was a gent leman f rom IPID that  

came to my house and he was,  I  assumed that  he was on 

cal l ,  that  i s  why he was at tending.   This was af te r  the  cases 

were opened.  

 So he came to fo l low up fu r ther .   So at  that  t ime,  
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on ly my one daughter - in - law 's case,  the one that  runs the 

crèche,  she had opened the case.   He fo l lowed up on that .   

And he seemed in terested because he said they have been 

watching th is  group of  people doing these k ind of  th ings for  

a long t ime.   He went  a b i t  fu r ther  to  say they had a l i t t le  

team that  was looking in to th is ,  where these guys were 

doing th is  k ind of  th ing on a l leged cr ime scenes.  

 So f rom there,  he in terv iewed,  he actual ly  

in terv iewed Eckhart  and he took a statement  f rom Eckhart  

and he opened the case there.   And then he in terv iewed my 10 

son as wel l  but  he d id not  end up tak ing a statement  f rom 

him.   Then there is  a guy f rom… th is inc ident  happened on 

the 3 r d  o f  February.   That  was a Fr iday.   The Monday was 

the 6 t h .   There is  a guy f rom Newlands East  who I  met  fo r  

the f i rs t  t ime but  Bevan knew him.    

 I  was l ia is ing wi th  Bevan whi le  he was ducking.   So 

he was l ia is ing those wi th that  guy.   That  guy was cal led.   

This detect ive f rom IPID actual ly  sa id to  me he shou ld come 

over.   He came over and he in terv iewed h im about  an 

assaul t  that  he had been through a t  the hands of  the team.  20 

I  cannot  say which pol iceman i t  was and another  youngster .   

So that  is  the in teract ion that  happened r ight  in  my lounge.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You do not  know what  has happened 

wi th those IPID cases because my understanding f rom other 

ev idence is  that  when there has been a compla int  against  or  
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re la t ing to pol ice  conduct ,  IP ID then takes over  the mat ter  

f rom the pol ice stat ion and then they do the invest igat ion as 

i t  fa l ls  wi th in the i r  powers.   Now you have not  had any 

report  back,  any deal ings wi th  IP ID about  the cases that  

you say were referred.  

MR LOFTUS :    My daughter - in - law that  runs the crèche,  I  

went  in to h id ing which I  wi l l  come to la ter .   Whi le  I  was 

away,  they fo l lowed up on the case of ,  when I  say Bevan,  I  

am inc luding the other  guys that  were,  they fo l lowed up on 

the case at  IPID and she said she approached that  10 

invest igator  that  had her  docket  and she asked h im what  i s  

the progress and he said to  her  that  he has got  much more  

ser ious cases.   Hers is  just  assaul t  common.   He ha s not  

got  the t ime to at tend to a minor  cr ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr S ikhakhane.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Thank you.   Just  whi le  on that .   

We know that  in  around 31 March at  least  there is  some 

steps that  you took against  the pol ice.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Now that  is  a per iod of  le t  us say 20 

approximate ly th ree months,  g ive or  take.  

MR LOFTUS :    Approximate ly,  ja .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And i f  you t race i t  back to  the 

te lephone cal l ,  I  th ink i t  would comfor tably be a mat ter  of  

three months.   Or two months.   Let  us say we g ive that  
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per iod.   

MR LOFTUS :    Are you refer r ing to  the phone cal l ,  the t ime 

factor  between the phone cal l  and. . .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    The phone cal l  and remember i t  is 

the phone cal l  and short ly  thereaf ter  you then have th is  

operat ion on the 3 r d  o f  February.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.   The phone cal l  i f  I  can recal l  correct ly  

was in  January.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Late January.  

MR LOFTUS :    Late January.   I  th ink  i t  is  about  th e  25 t h  or  

so.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Correct .   I  am t ry ing to,  just  wai t  

for  me.   In  that  per iod you say you d id not  f ind i t  prudent  to  

make any act ion  for  example,  to  take any act ion  rather  

against  what  you now see on the  3 r d  o f  February.   Let  us 

say on your theory you now see that  look there are pol ice 

coming in .   They are threatening about  updat ing a  pol icy 

and a l l  o f  th is .   Now do not  you see i t  p rudent  to  in  any 20 

event  register  a case and then compla in to  IPID or  take 

even the court  appl icat ion ear l ier?  

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  a good point .   But  as I  sa id,  you 

know wi th the h is tory that  has been happening wi th  Bevan 

over  t ime,  being  harassed by some of  the detect ives,  
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Br ighton Beach detect ives,  because they u l t imate ly end up 

wi th i t .   And there are cer ta in members in  the charge of f i ce  

as wel l  that  would not  take cases.   So we reached a point  

where i t  was l ike  i t  is  fu t i le  to  even t ry .   That  is  why we 

went  the court  way,  ja .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Just  last ly  on that  aspect ,  now 

there is  an issue or  at  least  the narrat ive that  Dina was put  

up to k i l l ing Bevan.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Now is  i t ,  what  would you say,  10 

would i t  be only D ina or  other  people as wel l?  

MR LOFTUS :    The way I  in terpreted i t ,  is  I  just  want  to  go 

back a whi le  to  when they ar r ived at  the premises.   One of  

the f i rs t  th ings they said is  we are going to k i l l  h im.   We are 

not  here to ar rest  h im.   So the  way I  saw i t  f rom my 

enqui r ies there is  a smal l  c l ique in  that  uni t  that  knows what  

is  going on.   The major i t y  of  those pol icemen that  work wi th  

h im,  in  my opin ion,  does not  know what  i s  going on.    

 So to me i t  was Dina,  S ivan,  and Naicker ,  because  

they were very aggressive and they are the ones that  kept  20 

harp ing on we are yet  to  k i l l  h im,  we are  not  going to arrest  

h im.   Especia l ly  when they are focused on when the i r  f r iend 

A l lan was shot  in  the head by Bevan.   So I  had no doubt  in 

my mind that  they were going to do i t .   Having a lso  done 

some background enqui r ies on them.  So I  was convinced 
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that  they were in tending k i l l ing Bevan.    

 There was an instance where,  at  the premises 

where Warrant  Of f icer  Naicker ,  he  was want ing to search 

the premises.   I  d id  not  see a pol iceman cal led  Pedro  

Rodr iguez ar r ive.   He d id not  a rr i ve wi th them.  But  being 

handcuf fed,  when we came out  of  the house and went  to  the 

s ide of  the house Warrant  Of f icer  Naicker  of  the Dog Uni t ,  

actual ly  sa id Pedro Rodr iguez was there and he went  under,  

we have got  a wooden f loor ,  so we have got  an e levated 

f loor ,  we have got  a crawl  space under the house.    10 

 He asked Capta in  Rodr iguez to go under the house 

and check and he said,  i f  he is  there  shoot  h im where  he 

l ies.   So I  was l ike these guys a l ready set  to  k i l l  Bevan.   

And i f  he approached the Br ighton Beach guys,  I  can te l l  

you,  he would not  get  joy.   Because he has had that  before.   

Especia l ly  Michigan was shot .   There was no joy.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    So there are three possib i l i t ies  

that  I  just  want  to  understand.   There is  the possib i l i ty ,  the 

main one,  which is  there was a cont ract  to  k i l l  h im but  that  

is  i r respect i ve.   And then there is  the theory or  potent ia l  20 

theory which is  that ,  and we wi l l  go  to i t ,  they just  wanted to  

k i l l  h im or  who is  th is ,  Naicker ,  because he shot  a f r iend or  

they just  wanted to k i l l  h im for  whatever  mot ive but  

unre lated to the h i t .   Or you then say there is  a c l ique.   Are 

you saying i t  is  the c l ique,  i t  is  just  we need to be  carefu l  
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about  i t .   Are you saying that  c l ique was execut ing a 

cont ract?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  do bel ieve that  c l ique was execut ing  

cont racts.   I  be l ieve that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  i t  not  more l ike ly though that  i f  th is  

was a cont ract  k i l l ing,  the k i l le rs would have been d iscreet  

about  i t?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  do not  bel ieve that .   They are the  Hawks.   

They have power  to  go where they want  to  and to do  what  10 

they want  to .   When they opened my garage.   I  just  want  to  

re late something.   When they opened the garage,  i t  was 

actual ly  the invest igator  of  my case that  they put  h im back 

in ,  i t  was that  gent leman that  actual ly  went  in  and took the  

vest  of f  the wal l .   And he brought  the vest  out ,  they la id  i t  

on the f loor .   I  cannot  remember i f  i t  was some t ime back.  

 When,  I  cannot  remember  i f  i t  was Colonel  Dina 

Govender or  Warrant  Of f i cer  S ivan Naidoo,  they la id  the  

vest  and the handcuf fs  on the f loor  wi th  the i r  bu l le tp roof  

bag and they took p ictu res.   I  cannot  remember who i t  was.   20 

One of  them made a cal l  and sa id General ,  we have got  

h im.   And I  wondered why are they making such a fuss over  

a l i t t le  th ing l i ke th is  to  a General?  You know?  So to me 

there was a nar ra t ive that  they were target ing us.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  sure  that  I  fo l low how that  
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answers the quest ion I  asked.  

MR LOFTUS :    I t  i s  in  my bel ie f  that  th is c l ique of  guys were 

work ing for  Cl ive Naicker  based on the enqui r ies that  I  

made.   And as I  sa id to  you,  I  found i t  s t range that  we'd be 

pursuing them on fut i le ,  what  I  would ca l l  fu t i le  cases.   

Maybe not  fu t i le  but  on cases where the possib i l i t ies of  a  

convict ion were not  real i s t ic .   Because in  my bel ie f  they 

should not  be wast ing resources on someth ing l i ke that .    

 And i f  I  go back fur ther ,  the in format ion that  was 

received whi le  they were doing that ,  when they star ted 10 

doing that  in  Bel la i r ,  when we got  the,  in  fact  Bevan f i rs t  got  

the in format ion.   I t  is  a  f r iend of  h is  that  to ld  h im about  

these Hawks guys s igning for  dockets,  looking for  dockets 

and s igning for  dockets at  the Bel la i r .   He actual ly  to ld  h im 

the case numbers.   This i s  what  they are pul l ing,  they are 

tak ing f rom here.    

 And I  made fur ther  enqui r ies and I  got  to  the  

bot tom of  i t  and I  establ ished that  these are l i ke fu t i le  

dockets because had i t  been ser ious they wou ld have 

ar rested h im a lmost  immediate ly.   So I  quest ioned and I  20 

said why are they doing th is?  St ra ightaway when we 

star ted get t ing fu r ther  in fo rmat ion f rom enqui r ies,  I  rea l ised 

that  th is  is  ser ious and that  guy has got  a lo t  o f  power.    

 There is  someone that  I  know that  is  f rom the 

Sydenham area that  is  in  the tax i  associat ion because Cl ive  
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is  a lso a member of  the tax i  associat ion in  Sydenham wi th a 

lo t  o f  in f luence.   Thi s guy I  know very wel l .   He said  to  me 

be very carefu l  o f  Cl ive.   He has got  a long reach as fa r  as 

law enforcement  is  concerned.   So that  i s  when I  rea l ised 

no,  they have got  an agenda.   They are here to k i l l  h im.   I  

had no doubt  about  i t .   Hencefor th,  that  i s  why he rather  

f led and t r ied to go to the courts for  protect ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do not  misunderstand me.   I  am not 

put t ing i t  beyond the  realm of  possib i l i t y  that  they might  

have said th is .   I  am just  engaging you on how l ike ly i t  i s  10 

that  they would have done so.   You have responded.   You 

have g iven your response.  

MR LOFTUS :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Chai r ,  jus t  before we proceed,  can 

I  just  request  to ,  so that  because i t  seems l i ke a cr i t i ca l  

th ing fo r  the record,  page 952 which is  those photos,  but  we 

wi l l  just  f l ight  i t .   F i le  2,  3 ,  sorry.  

CHAIRPERSON :    952 you said.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    952.   So these photos,  are these 20 

the photos that  you were refer r ing to ear l ier  about  the 

bul le tproof  vest ,  the handcuf fs  that  w ere taken?  

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  correct ,  these are the photos,  yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And cur rent ly  they seized them.  

MR LOFTUS :    They seized them, yes.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay,  thank you.   [ Ind ist inct ]… 

Chai r ,  but  I  do not  th ink i t  takes mat ters fu r ther .   Those are  

the p ictures.   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Maybe show 57,  because on 58 there  

are two i tems missing there.   Photo  57.   What  is  that  on  the  

ext reme r ight?  I t  looks l ike a su i t  bag,  but  i t  is  not .  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  that  is  the bag,  s to rage for  the 

bul le tproof  vest .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  that  s torage for  the bu l le tproof  10 

vest?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   So i t  could not  have been 

insect  in fested i f  i t  was ins ide the bag.  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You created the impression ear l ier  

that  i t  was just  hanging in  the garage.  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  Commiss ioner,  the vest  was not  

hanging on the garage.   The vest  was in  the bag hanging on 

the garage,  so the top of  the vest  where the z ip  is  was 20 

fo lded.   So obviously the insects and the geckos and stuf f ,  

the i r  droppings would have landed on that  wi th  a whole lo t  

o f ,  wi th  a lo t  o f  dust ,  wi th  years of  accumulated dust .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Got  you.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    So le t  us then go back to your  

statement .   I  th ink at  paragraph 58 or  rather  i t  would  be 59.  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

“The other  teacher had to t ry  and calm the  

chi ldren down,  as they were t raumat ised 

by what  was happening.   Before Mel issa  

was p laced in  the van,  she was taken to  

the granny f la t  a t  my premises where she 

l i ves. ”    

In  the granny f la t ,  r ight?  10 

“Her ident i ty  card  and the…”  

Sor ry,  le t  me just  say that  again.   I t  is  not  making sense.   

“The other  teacher had to t ry  and calm the  

chi ldren down,  as they were t raumat ised 

by what  was happening.   Before Mel issa  

was p laced in  the van,  she was taken to  

the granny f la t  a t  my premises where she 

l ives for  her  ident i ty  card and the  

premises were searched.   She was la ter  

re leased on the  inst ruct ions of  Capta in  20 

Dina Govender.  

I  was p laced in  a pol ice vehic le and heard  

Capta in Dina Govender,  Warrant  Of f icer  

S ivan Naidoo and Warrant  Of f i cer  Naicker  

having a d iscuss ion that  they would get  
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Bevan 's at torney to br ing h im in .   They 

would book Bevan out  fo r  fur ther  

invest igat ion,  shoot  h im,  and Capta in  

Dina would cover i t  up.   The Dog Uni t  

po l i ceman said he had one more f i rearm 

to p lant .   Capta in  Govender a lso said that  

they were going to sor t  out  the Newlands 

East  boys.   This is  a reference to the  

people who l ive  in  Sawf ish Road in  

Newlands East  and who were people who 10 

grew up in  the  Wentworth area before  

being shi f ted to Newlands East .    

Whi le  I  was handcuf fed,  I  a lso heard one 

of  the pol icemen Capta in  Bevan of  the  

Durban Metro Pol ice phoning Hendr i k  

Nunez,  who was Bevan 's manager,  and 

te l l ing h im to come to my house.   When 

Hendr ik  Nunez arr ived,  he  was 

immediate ly handcuf fed and p laced in  a  

pol ice vehic le.   He was quest ioned and 20 

taken to h is  house in  Garmouth  Road,  

B luf f ,  which is  about  100 metres  f rom our  

premises on foot .   He returned la ter  wi th  

the pol icemen.   He was ar rested fo r  

possession of  an unl icensed f i rearm which  
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was a l legedly found in  h is  p remises.    

Before we le f t  to  go to the pol ice stat ion,  

Capta in Dina Govender to ld Warrant  

Of f icer  Naicker  to  remove the Toyota  

Hi lux.   He sent  other  pol icemen to remove 

the hard dr ive o f  the CCTV footage in  

Bevan 's house.   I  asked h im why he was 

tak ing the vehic le which was used in  the  

business,  and he said i t  was used in  the  

commission of  a  c r ime.   I  was taken to the  10 

Br ighton Beach pol ice stat ion.    

When we were a t  the stat ion,  I  was to ld  

by Capta in Dina Govender that  they were  

charg ing Bevan for  at tempted murder fo r  

shoot ing at  the  pol ice at  B luf f  Meat  

Supply.   These a l legat ions were  b latant  

l ies  because Bevan was never at  B luf f  

Meat  Supply,  and in  fact  had not  le f t  the  

premises at  our  fami ly  home that  day.   

The pol ice removed the CCTV hard dr ive  20 

because i t  was evidence that  Bevan d id  

not  leave the premises.   I t  is  for  th is  

reason that  in  my in terd ict  appl icat ion,  I  

sought  the return  of  the CCTV hard  dr ive  

that  would prove Bevan's innocence and 
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cover  the consp i racy to impl icate h im 

fa lse ly.   A t  the  Br ighton Beach pol ice  

stat ion . . . [ in tervenes] ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Lof tus,  d id you receive the hard dr ive 

back?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  d id  not  receive the hard dr ive,  

Commissioner.   I  have a report  in  the response,  in  the 

pol ice response to my appl icat ion.   There is  a statement  by 

the E lect ronics  Department  where  the guy says,  the  

pol iceman says that  he received i t ,  he opened i t ,  and he 10 

downloaded footage,  but  there  was no footage fo r  the  day of  

the 3 r d  o f  February.   He says that  at  a  la ter  date,  he was 

asked again to  download i t  because the re levant  pol iceman 

handl ing the case had lost  the footage.    

 He says he t r ied to go in to the hard  dr ive,  but  there 

was a password on i t ,  he could not  get  in ,  and he says he 

found i t  very st range that  that  happened.   But  he had a copy 

of  the download on h is f i le ,  so he took i t  f rom there.   And 

then on the th i rd  t ime,  the pol iceman came to ask for  the 

footage again,  he says,  but  he  could not  get  in to  i t .   He 20 

found i t  very st range.   So we d id not  receive the hard dr ive  

back.    

“At  the Br ighton Beach pol ice stat ion,  I  

was charged under the Communicat ions 

Act  fo r  being in  possession of  a  Chinese -
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manufactured two-way radio which the  

dr ivers of  the  tow t rucks used to  

communicate.   The radio was handed to  

Warrant  Of f i cer  Naicker  by a whi te male  

which I  la ter  establ ished to be a  pr ivate  

secur i t y  that  was work ing wi th the Hawks,  

but  was employed by Fidel i t y  Guards.   He 

said he found i t ,  the two-way radio,  on  

me.    

Whi le  I  was in  custody at  the Br ighton 10 

Beach pol ice stat ion on February the 5 t h ,  

2023,  I  was v is i ted by a female  pol ice  

of f icer  by the name of  Capta in E l lapen,  

who was the duty of f icer  at  Br ighton 

Beach SAPS.   We had a d iscussion about  

the a l leged shoot ing and she in formed me 

that  no shoot ing  occur red at  the B luf f  

Meat  Supply on the  3 r d  o f  February 2023.   

She fur ther  to ld  me that  as the duty  

of f icer ,  she would have had to be cal led  20 

out  to  at tend the shoot ing scene and none 

of  the members knew about  any shoot ing  

that  had taken p lace.   She acknowledged 

that  no forensic teams,  f ingerpr in t  experts  

or  photographers  were cal led out  to  the  
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a l leged shoot ing  scene.   I  spoke to  

pol icemen and detect ives and they a l l  

have no knowledge of  any shoot ing.  

I  spoke to…”  

I  do not  know i f  I  should say that  name.    

“ I  spoke to Anish Bal ra j ,  who was 

standing for  e lec t ions to be the Br ighton 

Beach Communi ty Pol ic ing  Forum 

Chai rperson,  he is  a lso involved in  the  

secur i t y  indust ry  in  the area,  about  the  10 

shoot ing and he acknowledged that  no  

shoot ing took p lace.   Fur ther ,  Capta in  

Bevan of  Durban Devon Metro a lso  

conf i rmed that  no shoot ing  took p lace.   

Capta in Var ley a l legedly f i led a report  o f  

the shoot ing.   In  my v iew,  the  

c i rcumstances c lear ly  show that  h is  report  

was fa lse.   Clear ly ,  the in tent ion was to  

impl icate Bevan so that  they could get  

h im.    20 

I  appeared at  cour t  on the 6 t h  o f  February  

2023 and was remanded in  custody fo r  7  

days pending a formal  bai l  appl icat ion.   I  

was granted bai l  a f ter  7 days in  custod y 

at  the Westv i l le  pr ison.   On Wednesday,  
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the 8 t h  o f  February 2023,  whi ls t  in  the  

court room wai t ing to appear fo r  bai l  

appl icat ion,  my at torney Bert  La ing ,  

Capta in Dina Govender and Warrant  

Of f icer  S ivan Na idoo came down to the  

cel l s  and in  a d iscussion Capta in  

Govender sa id  he wanted Bevan to come 

into h is  of f ice so  he can take h im to the 

SPP to take a warning statement .    

I  asked h im which case was i t  for  and he 10 

said for  a dr ive -by shoot ing of  David and 

Mar lon near the  stadium.   I  asked h im 

how did he com e to the conclusion that  

Bevan was involved and he d id not  

answer.   My at to rney then to ld them that  

the fami ly  was concerned about  the safety  

of  Bevan,  as the a l legat ions were that  the  

pol ice wanted to k i l l  h im,  which he 

denied.   My at to rney Bert  La ing acted as  

a High Court  Judge f rom the beginning of  20 

March 2023,  which delayed the mat ter .   

He returned to pract ice on the 27 t h  o f  

March 2023 and i t  was thereaf te r  that  he  

cont inued to apply fo r  an  in terd ict  agains t  

Capta in Dina and the SAPS to protec t  
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Bevan and return the CCTV hard dr ive  

which the pol ice had removed.  

The in terd ict  appl icat ion was issued on 

Fr iday the 31 s t  o f  March 2023.   Whi ls t  we 

were f ina l is ing the in terd ict  appl icat ion,  

on Fr iday,  the 31 s t  o f  March 2023,  at  Mr  

Laing 's of f ice,  I  spoke to  Bevan 

te lephonical l y  and to ld  h im to  come 

home. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Who cal led whom?  10 

MR LOFTUS :    Just  le t  me read that  Once again,  

Commissioner:  

“Whi ls t  we were  f ina l is ing the in terd ict  

appl icat ion on the 31 s t  o f  March at  Mr  

Laing 's of f ice  I  spoke to  Bevan 

te lephonical l y  and I  to ld  h im to  come 

home. ”  

Okay,  who phoned whom?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

MR LOFTUS :    On the day we were s igning the af f idavi t  for  20 

the appl icat ion and we a lso had made statements wi th 

regard to Bevan having been at  home on that  day,  that  he  

d id not  leave the  premises and he d id not  go to the B luf f  

Meat  Supply.   We were ind ica t ing that  was a fa lse  

a l legat ion.   So we went  to  s ign those statements as wel l .   
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So in  that  instance Michigan Hypol i te  and Chase Fynn were  

at  the of f ice as wel l  to  s ign the sta te ment .    

 So my daughter - in- law was on the  phone.   I  do not  

know i f  Bevan phoned her  or  he phoned her  or  she phoned 

h im.   But  then the phone was handed to me and I  spoke to  

h im.   That  is  when I  to ld  h im to come home.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    He refused?  

MR LOFTUS :     

“He refused because he d id not  want  the  10 

pol ice to  return  and arrest  me fa lse ly  

again.   I  d id  not  know where Bevan was.   

The appl icat ion was issued on the 31 s t  o f  

March 2023. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sor ry,  jus t  before we pro ceed and 

in  the in terest  o f  t ime there is  an aspect  that  I  want  to  

address wi th you and perhaps you can c lar i f y  and you do 

ment ion i t  a t  page 7 of  your  statement  at  paragraph 26 and 

I  just  would request  that  you go there as wel l .  

MR LOFTUS :    Sorry,  just  say that  again?  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    S tatement ,  page 7 paragraph 26 

26,  27 and 28.  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

“There are a l legat ions that  Bevan 

. . . [ in tervenes] ”  



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 99  o f  290  

 

 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    No,  no,  no,  do not  read i t .   

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    I  just  want  to  sum up what  you 

say.   

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    One is  that  you deny tha t  Bevan 

was involved in  drugs.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    The second th ing is  that  you 

would have known i f  he was involved in  drugs or  k i l l ing of  10 

people and then you d ispute those a l legat ions.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And then you say the narrat ive 

that  he was involved in  drugs was a cover  up to  just i fy  h im 

and u l t imate ly k i l l ing h im.   And you wi l l  recal l  that  I  sa id do  

you st i l l  s tand by that  a nd you said yes.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   Now I  just  want  us to  go 

through what  appears to  have been a reputat ion  for  Mr 

Bevan.  20 

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And one that  we star t  wi th  is  the 

issue of  the cases that  were aga inst  h im.   Whether  they 

were bogus or  no t  I  do not  know,  but  what  the evidence is ,  

is  that  there are cases,  i f  you go to the statements,  sor ry,  I  
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just  sought  your  indulgence,  Chai rperson.   I t  is  f i le  2,  page 

866.  

MR LOFTUS :    Can you just  help me out  here?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sorry,  i t  is  f i le  3,  i t  is  f i le  3,  866,  

s ta r t ing f rom 865.  This i s  the Bel la i r  case,  which is  one of  

the cases that  Bevan was sought  in  connect ion wi th .   There  

is  a statement  f rom at  page 865 f rom a cer ta in Jonathan 

David Thomas r ight?  He re lays what  t ranspi res but  I  would  

l ike fo r  you to go  to page 866,  paragraph 9 of  that  af f idavi t  

or  s tatement ,  and just  fo r  the record I  wi l l  read i t  ou t  and i t  10 

says:  

“Bevan and Coupon then drew p isto l  type 

f i rearms and star ted to shoot  at  me.   I  

immediate ly t r ied  to h ide and open my 

passenger door and managed to d ive out .   

By then I  not iced that  the vehic le was 

being dr iven away but  they were st i l l  

shoot ing at  me.”    

Let  me just  s top there.   Would you d ispute that  s tatement?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  cannot  d ispute i t  because I  was not  there.   20 

Depending on the  date that  th is  happened.   I f  i t  happened 

before we had our  CCTV,  I  could have d isputed i t  because 

what  we had done,  every t ime something happened we 

downloaded footage to show that  i t  was not  h im.   But  I  was  

not  there and I  do  not  th ink we had the CCTV at  the t ime so  
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I  cannot  d ispute i t .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay,  maybe my quest ion may be 

s l ight ly  d i f ferent .   Would you th ink that  th is  person may 

have fabr icated these events?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  i t  is  possib le that  he fabr icated i t .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    I t  i s  poss ib le.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  i t  is  possib le.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    A  possib i l i ty .  

MR LOFTUS :    Can I  just  add to that?  This case was le t  us  

see,  does i t  say which month  i t  was in?  Does i t  say  which,  10 

on,  okay.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    I t  was December 2021.   

MR LOFTUS :    2021,  okay.   I  am going to ta lk  f rom 

exper ience here i f  I  may as a detect ive.   This would be 

considered a ser ious case.   Now,  normal ly  when you get  a  

docket  to  invest igate,  i f  you have the compla inant 's  

s tatement ,  you would ment ion w i tnesses that  can ver i fy  

what  took p lace.   I f  I  get  a docket  as a detect ive,  and a l l  

detect ives per form in th is  manner ,  i f  there is  only  an A1,  

most  detect ives are not  readi ly  wi l l ing to  just  go and arrest ,  20 

but  they do fur ther  invest igat ion.  

 But  i f  there was a  wi tness avai lab le  at  the t ime and 

they go to the pol ice stat ion and the compla inant  opens the  

case,  a statement  should be taken f rom him immediate ly.   

So,  when they came to my house and heard about  these 
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cases,  I  d iscussed i t  wi th  Bevan and a few people we were 

around.   I  sa id,  you know,  th is  docket  has been lay ing there  

so long and nobody made contact .   So I  would say that  

there is  not  enough evidence to make an arrest .    

 I  ment ioned that  f rom exper ience that  D ina 

Govender,  Capta in Govender,  wi l l  fabr icate a wi tness so 

that  he can make an arrest .   I  made that  s tatement .   And I  

wi l l  e laborate fu r ther  why I  say tha t .   This was now before I  

spoke to th is  at torney.   There was a stage when Bevan 

wanted to go see a d i f ferent  at to rney.   And that  at torney 10 

happened to say to h im,  be carefu l  o f  Capta in Dina.   He is  

had a lo t  o f  run- ins wi th h im in  cases,  and in  h is  opin ion,  he 

created wi tnesses.   He was adamant  on that .  

 He deal t  wi th  a ser ious case where he said,  in  h is  

opin ion,  two wi tnesses were p laced on the scene,  which  

was suspic ious.   He actual ly  quest ioned how the convict ion  

happened.   So he warned us.   He said,  th is  guy wi l l  create  

wi tnesses.   Be caut ious.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    So you would say,  you wi l l  see at  

868,  th is  statement  was taken on 14 December 2021.   On 20 

your theory,  you would say th is  was backdated and 

potent ia l ly  fabr ica ted.   

MR LOFTUS :    I  would say that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And why would you say tha t?  Just  

because of  the explanat ion you gave now?  
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MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  because of  the explanat ion I  gave now 

and the reputat ion of  Capta in  Dina.   From what  in fo rmat ion I  

received f rom the at torney.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Would you be able to  say that  wi th 

cer ta inty or  do you th ink that  is  a possib i l i ty?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  th ink that  is  a possib i l i t y .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   I f  you then go to page 

. . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Let  us do th is ,  before you leave,  

assume i t  is  not  backdated,  assume that  the statement  was 10 

taken in  December 2021.   In  your  exper ience as a  former 

pol ice of f icer ,  would i t  make sense that  armed wi th the 

statement  the po l ice would wai t  a  year  and a couple of  

months before they want  to  arrest  the suspect?  

MR LOFTUS :    Not  at  a l l .   I  wi l l  say why.   Because when 

you receive a docket ,  wi th in 48 hours,  i f  I  am not  mistaken,  

i t  is  long s ince I  have been in  the pol ice,  you have an 

inspect ion on progress made by the new dockets you 

receive.   So your commander  wi l l  actual ly  make inst ruct ions 

before you receive the docket  because you wi l l  read throug h 20 

the docket  and you wi l l  see i f  there  is  any evidence and you 

wi l l  make inst ruct ions to execute an arrest .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  even the invest igat ing of f icers at  

the or ig inal  po l i ce stat ion,  i f  they had obta ined the 

statement  in  December 2021,  one would expect  that  they 
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would ca l l  h im in  or  they would ar rest  h im.  

MR LOFTUS :    Correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because there is  a wi tness that  says 

he is  the one who f i red a weapon at  me.   So i t  would not  

make sense that  for  the whole of  2022 noth ing happens and 

in  February 2023 he st i l l  has not  been ar rested.  

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  correct .   I  f ind i t  s t range because 

based on the wi tness statement  of  the compla inant ,  he  

should have been arrested.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And th is  i s  an  eyewi tness account .   10 

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The wi tness says I  saw h im pul l  a  

f i rearm and f i re  shots.  

MR LOFTUS :    Cor rect .   He should have been ar rested 

immediate ly o r  asked to come in.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Or quest ioned.  

MR LOFTUS :    Quest ion h im about  i t .   And i f  there  is  any 

doubt  to  the authent ic i ty  of  the wi tness statement ,  a t  least  

take a warning statement  and d iscuss i t  wi th  the SPP.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  suggest  another  possib i l i ty?  You 20 

have test i f ied to  your daughter - in - law lay ing compla in ts wi th 

the pol ice and those were not  invest igated and you say 

because the pol ice are sa id to  have said we have got  much 

more ser ious th ings to deal  wi th ,  that  at  least  in  the realm 

of  possib i l i t ies that  may wel l  be the explanat ion how th is  
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was deal t  wi th  as  wel l .   In  the realm of  possib i l i t ies that  you 

have an A1 and that  i s  a l l  you have in  the docket  that  some 

pol ice of f i cer  may wel l  have decided we have much more 

concrete cases,  even against  Bevan i f  you l i ke,  that  we are  

going to deal  wi th ,  i f  you l ike.   This d id not  become a  

pr ior i t y ,  just  a  possib i l i t y .   Would you accept  that?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  would not  accept  that .   Because l ike I  say,  

you know,  you have your in i t ia l  inspect ion,  then you have 

your month ly inspect ion where your  dockets are perused by 

your commander and he wi l l  quest ion w hy the work has not  10 

been done and make fu r ther  ins t ruct ions.   Fur thermore,  

every month or  two I  do not  know what  the i r  programme is  

l ike,  you have what  you cal l  a  suspect  rate,  where the whole 

branch of  everybody in  the detect ives wi l l  round up and they 

wi l l  go out  and ar rest  outstanding suspects because they 

have to sat is fy  what  you cal l  SFA6,  because commanders 

have to account  for  product iv i t y  of  the i r  members.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I s  that  not  a lso  t rue then for  your  

daughter - in - law 's case?  I  am just  t ry ing to see and I  am not  

saying there is  a log ica l  explanat ion for  i t .   From your  20 

ear l ie r  ev idence about  how your compla ints to  the pol ice 

have been deal t  wi th  and I  must  say i t  is  I  th ink,  the publ ic  

wi l l  agree,  that  we hear those k ind of  s tor ies every day.   

Your neighbour has got  a s imi la r  s to ry that  I  have been to 

the pol ice and noth ing 's happening wi th my case.    
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 So I  am asking f rom that  point  that  you have the  

exper ience about  your  own cases,  your  fami ly  cases,  that  

are not  being invest igated.   You have an  explanat ion fo r  

why they are not  invest igated and I  am suggest ing that  

perhaps th is  is  one of  them, where noth ing is  done because 

the invest igat ing  of f icer ,  even the one that  does the  

inspect ion,  i f  they d id Mel issa 's inspect ion,  docket  

inspect ion,  you would st i l l  ask the quest ion,  why d id  the 

inspector  not  ra ise  any issues about  no progress in  the  

mat ter  s imi la r ly  here?  10 

MR LOFTUS :    I  would say,  Commissioner,  wi th  the IPID 

mat ters,  I  th ink they focus,  I  be l ieve that  they do focus 

pr ior i t y  on the ser ious m at ters and being assaul t  common,  

which was the charge,  I  be l ieve that  is  why there was not  

too much focus on that .   But  in  th is  instance,  th is  i s  a 

ser ious mat ter ,  an at tempted murder and th is  should have 

been at tended to ,  because as a detect ive,  that  is  what  I  

have done at  t imes when you overburden wi th dockets,  you 

tend to focus more on the ser ious mat ters.   So I  be l ieve that  

IPID focusses pr ior i t y  on the  ser ious mat ters because that  20 

is  what  the guy,  the invest igator  sa id to  her .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

MR LOFTUS :    But  I  just  want  to  make another  comment ,  i f  I  

may.   On that  very same statement ,  on page 868,  I  f ind i t  

s t range that  a capta in commissioned the statement .   I  do 
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f ind i t  s t range because genera l ly  when we take sta tements,  

i f  the wi tness statement  is  not  taken at  the charge of f ice  

wi th the compla inant ,  the detect ive would take the  

statement  and he would commission the statement .   I  f ind i t  

s t range that  a capta in has commissioned i t .   This i s  not ,  to  

me,  normal  prac t ice because genera l l y  they d o not  get  

involved in  the case to th is  extent .   Because i f  I  am 

deposing,  tak ing the statement ,  I  am wi th  h im,  so I  do  the 

prescr ibed oath.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  there a subtext  in  what  you are saying 10 

now?  

MR LOFTUS :    Is  there some text?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Subtext .   Are you suggest ing something?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  am suggest ing that  th is  statement  was 

taken at  a la ter  s tage and backdated.   Because th is  is  not  

normal .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So are you,  sorry,  what  does i t  mean?  

Are you now impl icat ing even the capta in  who 

commissioned th is ,  that  they are actual ly  par t  o f  the 

scheme? 20 

MR LOFTUS :    I  would not  say imp l icat ing.   I  am say ing that  

I  am f ind ing i t  s t range that  a capta in would take t ime to 

commission a statement  l i ke th is  here.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The Chai rperson asked you what  is  the  

subtext  of  what  you are saying,  you are saying I  f ind i t  
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s t range.   You are repeat ing i t .   

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  in  fact  are  you saying about  i t?  

MR LOFTUS :    A l l  r ight ,  I  would say that  he was involved in  

the fabr i cat ion of  the statement .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Can I  then take you,  and p lease 

do not  misunders tand me,  I  am not  saying the cases were  

not  ut i l i sed fo r  one reason or  the other ,  but  I  am just  

point ing you to cer ta in af f idavi ts ,  what  they say about  10 

Bevan and what  is  your  v iew about  i t  and i t  goes to the 

reputat ion that  is  out  there versus what  you know.    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Right?  And on the same f i le ,  i f  we 

go to page 1003.  

CHAIRPERSON :    1003 same f i le?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes,  same.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    This per ta ins to  Berea CAS which  

is  January 2023.   This i s  a  statement  f rom Al lan  20 

Subramoney.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry?  1003 you said?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    1003.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The one at  the top,  Berea.   
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes.   Berea,  yes.   So th is  would  

have been r ight  in  January 2023.   What  you then see is  at  

paragraph 5 of  that  s tatement  i t  reads as fo l lows:  

“On 2023/01/05,  a t  about  18 o 'c lock ,  I  was 

dr iv ing my whi te  Mer cedes Benz.   As I  

ex i ted the park ing  bay opposi te  Bread Mi l l  

Bakery on Problem Mkhize Road,  Berea,  I  

was shot  at  by men wi th automat ic  r i f les. ”  

Paragraph 6:  

“ I  t r ied to f lee,  but  I  was shot  mul t ip le  10 

t imes and col l ided in to a stat ionary  

vehic le.   The gunmen cont inued shoot ing  

at  me.   I  managed to a l ight  f rom my 

vehic le and h ide in  a nearby bui ld ing. ”  

So that  is  the act ion.   I f  you turn over ,  i t  says:  

“ I  underwent  severa l  surger ies and st i l l  

have a bul le t  lodged in  my back.   I  am 

current ly  s t i l l  in  recovery a nd receiv ing  

t reatment . ”  

Important ly ,  a t  paragraph 8 i t  reads:  20 

“The suspects were in  a whi te Toyota  

Et ios.   I  recognised the dr iver  Bevan 

Lof tus and the f ront  passenger shoot is t  

Ryan Santos.   He is  known gang member  

and h i tman for  Bevan Lof tus.   The 
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backseat  shooter  was a b lack male. ”  

Now that  is  in terest ing ly commissioned on the 25 t h  o f  Apr i l  

2023.   Wi l l  you say th is  event  or  th is  narrat ion you a lso f ind  

i t ,  you would not  agree wi th i t?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  cannot  agree wi th i t  because i f  he was 

shot  and he was hospi ta l i sed in  a ser ious manner obviously  

i t  would take t ime for  h im to recover too.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sor ry,  jus t  speak up.  

MR LOFTUS :   I  say  I  would not  d isagree because i f  he was 

shot  in  January  and i t  took h im t ime to recover,  he  10 

underwent  surgery,  e t  cetera,  i t  would take t ime fo r  h im to  

recover and to depose a statement .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   And then the nar rat ion of  

the events or  the  a l legat ion that  Bevan Lof tus,  one,  was a 

gang member,  oh  no,  sor ry,  was among the guys that  were  

shoot ing h im.  

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  a l ie .   Not  because he is  my son.   On 

the date,  that  was c la imed a l l  over  socia l  media,  on  that  day 

Bevan was at  home.   I  can ver i fy  that .   In  fact ,  there was 

footage downloaded f rom the hard  dr ive because he knew 20 

that  i t  was going to come back to h im.   I  am not  sure  where  

that  l i t t le  d isc is ,  where that  data s t ick i s  where the footage 

was downloaded.   And i f  they had not  taken the hard dr ive  

on that  date,  i f  i t  was wr i t ten over  or  not  recorded over ,  you 

would see that  he  was at  home.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay,  thank you.   Then,  on the 

same f i le…  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am surpr ised,  Mr Lof tus,  that  you do 

not  ra ise the issue wi th the deponent .   One of  the th ings 

that  we a lmost  never get  wrong is  our  names and surnames.  

MR LOFTUS :    Oh yes,  I  see that ,  yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  the deponent  here twice gets h is  

name wrong and i t  has to be correc ted.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  d id  see that .   I  d id  not  th ink to  

comment  on i t .   I  d id  see that .   And they spel led  Bevan 's 10 

name wrong as wel l .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  that  one is  somebody e lse.   I  

mean,  that  happens.   I  can a lso get  your  surname wrong.   

But  I  never get  my surname wrong,  ever .  

MR LOFTUS :    I t  is  a  good point .   I  d id  see i t ,  but  I  d id  not  

th ink to  comment  on i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  i t  is  someone e lse might  have typed 

th is .   And then when he read th rough i t  he then saw the 

mistakes or  not .  

MR LOFTUS :    Can I  make a comment?  Just  to  go  back a 20 

b i t .   This Bel la i r  case where th is  wi tness statement  is  now 

submit ted,  which  I  be l ieve is  fabr ic ated,  I  asked the  

quest ion.   They came,  basica l l y  guns b laz ing for  Bevan,  

stat ing that  they are going to k i l l  h im on these two dockets.   

And we had the in format ion,  i t  was re l iab le in format ion,  that  
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they are get t ing these dockets so le ly  to  get  h im in to custody 

and they are going to k i l l  h im,  which I  do not  doubt  because 

they have done i t  f rom what  has been on a i r  and a lso f rom 

what  we hear on the news.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sorry,  jus t  backt rack on tha t .   You 

are saying there has been a s imi la r  occurrences?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  i t  has been.   I  heard John ta lk  about  i t  

yesterday.   I  learned Len John ta lk  about  the one case 

yesterday.   My quest ion is  th is .   They came wi th those two 

cases and they d id not  get  h im in  December.   They took 10 

some t ime to come back.   I f  these cases that  they had were  

so  ser ious,  why d id  they have to fabr icate a  case of  

at tempted murder ,  o f  h im shoot ing at  the pol ice at  the B luf f  

Meat  Supply,  i f  they a l ready had the ser ious mat ter  against  

h im where they could arrest  h im?   

 Because when we got  to  cour t  in  the second t ime,  

there was no ment ion of  these cases.   Him being wanted on 

these two cases.   They focused sole ly  on that  at tempted 

murder,  which d id not  happen.   That  is  my basica l l y  

quest ion.   Why go to that  extent  when you a l ready have 20 

cases against  h im?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    You recal l  ear l ier ,  I  am just  

probing those th ings and what  the reputat ion is  and whether  

those af f idavi ts ,  i f  those a l legat ions are t rue or  not ,  and you 

say you deny them.  
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MR LOFTUS :    I  deny then because I  can say w i th  

conf idence that  Bevan was at  home on that  day because 

when the shoot ing happened,  he actual ly  ca l led me f rom 

next  door and said,  look what  has taken p lace here.   They 

are going to b lame me.   Then I  sa id to  h im,  go and 

download the footage that  shows that  you were in  the  yard.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sure.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You say when they shot  the shoot ing in  

the Berea case?  

MR LOFTUS :    Berea case.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So was i t  on TV?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no,  no.   Soc ia l  media.   When he was 

shot ,  i t  went  wi ld  on socia l  media.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    When th is  man was shot?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    That  i s  f ine.   I f  on the same f i le  

and again th is  i s  just  s imply on the  reputat ion and I  am not  

cast ing any reputat ion,  I  am just  deal ing wi th what  was 

reported.   I t  is  s t i l l  on the same f i le .   I t  is  EXHIBIT CJC403,  20 

but  I  am more in terested,  there are other  a r t ic les,  but  the  

Dai ly  Maver ick one.   

MR LOFTUS :    Where do I  f ind i t?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    The same f i le ,  1169 on top.  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Now just  in  the in terest  of  t ime,  

th is  ar t i c le  nar rates,  i s  wr i t ten  post  the shoot ing,  which we 

wi l l  come to now,  but  i t  narrates what  has happened,  the  

drug wars,  the tu r f  wars around the tow t rucks.   I  th ink you 

a lso,  I  am not  sure whether  you can d ispute that .   Those 

that  in ter l ink.  

MR LOFTUS :    Are you saying that  there is  d rug wars . . .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    So for  example that ,  you know,  

between the tow t rucks there was tur f  wars and then there  

were a l legat ions of  drugs being us ed v ia tow t rucks.  10 

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  when you say tur f  wars,  my 

understanding of  what  is  for  tur f  wars is  i f  someone f rom 

another  area would encroach on another  area,  l ike in  the 

tax i  indust ry.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes,  yes,  exact ly .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    No,  in  my opin ion that  d id not  

happen,  because everybody that  was running in  the Durban 

South area were normal ly  running in  that  area.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    So are you saying there were not  

tur f  wars?  20 

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  do not  bel ieve that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   So these reports about  tur f  

wars and the deaths that  a re there ,  you are saying they are 

fa lse?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  am saying they are fa lse.   What  I  can say,  
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as  far  as d isputes in  a par t i cu lar  area,  what  I  can say is  

that  there are d isputes amongst  tow t ruck dr ivers,  and i f  I  

can say owners  at  some stages,  where there may be 

d isputes on the accident  scene of  who ar r ived f i rs t ,  because 

how i t  works is  f i rs t  a t  the scene p icks up the f i rs t  car ,  

second at  the scene p icks up the second car .   So 

somet imes there is  d isputes wi th that  regard.   But  as  far  as  

tur f  wars,  I  am not  aware of  any tu r f  wars of  anybody 

coming f rom another  area and t ry ing to encroach,  which I  

would say would  create a tur f  war.   I  am not  aware of  10 

anyth ing l ike that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    So there is  just  a  lo t  o f  news 

report ing around that ,  you would see in  the f i le  that  they 

say that ,  but  in  any event  you are saying there were no 

such th ings?  

MR LOFTUS :    There were no such th ings.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   Then at  1169,  then i t  ta l ks 

about  the shoot ing,  but  in terest ing ly at  paragraph,  at  page 

1170.  

MR LOFTUS :    Sor ry,  I  had i t  on the wrong page.   Let  me 20 

just  get  that .   1169.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Ja,  but  le t  us go to 1170.   

MR LOFTUS :    1170.   Yes?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    There is  a report  there and i t  i s  

just  fo r  your  comment .   I t  says:  
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“Bevan Lof tus,  34,  was a tow t ruck  

operator  wi th  a mean reputat ion who d ied  

wi th four  others in  what  pol i ce descr ibed 

as a v io lent  c lash on the af ternoon of  

Saturday,  1 Apr i l . ”    

Would you say the mean r eputat ion a l legat ion,  as i t  were,  is  

a lso fa lse?  

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  fa lse.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.  

MR LOFTUS :    He d id not  have a mean reputat ion.   I f  I  can 10 

e laborate?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes,  yes.  

MR LOFTUS :    The tow t ruck and the tax i  indust ry is  a very  

tough envi ronment .   So i f  he was put  in  a s i tuat ion,  fo r  

example,  I  use what  I  sa id ear l ier ,  hypothet ica l ly .   I f  he got  

to  an accident  scene,  which he only d id when he star ted h is 

business.   At  la te r  s tages,  he d id not  dr ive.   He had never  

dr iven a tow t ruck.   He would not  go to accident  scenes.   

But  in  the beginn ing to establ ish the business,  yes,  he d id 

not  d r ive,  but  he used to at tend accident  scenes.  20 

 So i f  he got  to  a scene,  for  example,  and one of  the  

other  operators who came af te r  h im were  t ry ing to take that  

tow f rom one of  h is  d r ivers,  he would step in  and d ispute  

that  act ion.   When I  say tough,  I  would say that  is  the k ind 

of  tough I  would say that  i t  was.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Lof tus,  wi thout  in  any way 

comment ing on the c i rcumstances of  h is  death and what  you 

say wi th the threats that  were being made,  what  you say 

about  the cases that  were being pursued against  h im and 

the a l legat ions,  w i thout  me comment ing on that ,  is  i t  not  fa i r  

to  say that  you were not  around the c lock wi th your son,  as 

no parent  can ever  be around the c lock wi th the i r  ch i ld .   

You have a lso test i f ied,  for  example,  that  because he 

changed h is phone so many t imes,  you d id not  even know 

his te lephone number at  the t ime that  the pol ice were there,  10 

that  you real ly  a re not  in  a p osi t ion to categor ica l ly  deny 

the descr ip t ion,  for  example,  that  he was mean.    

 He may wel l  have been mean out  in  the st reets and 

out  of  respect  for  you,  would never  show that  to  you,  but  as  

a parent  who is  not  around the  c lock wi th the i r  son,  i t  

seems to me tha t  you may not  be in  a posi t ion to say in 

every case that  a l legat ions are made about  h im and where 

he is  descr ibed in  these terms,  you may not  be in  a posi t ion  

to say a l l  o f  that  is  l ies.   You have to make room, at  least  I  

th ink you would have to make room for ,  wel l ,  I  d id  not  l ive 20 

around the c lock wi th h im,  so I  do not  know what  exact ly  he 

got  up  to,  but  the  son that  I  know could not  be  descr ibed as 

a mean person.   Is  that  not ,  would that  be  a fa i r  

proposi t ion?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  agree that  would be a fa i r  proposi t ion.   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    But  what  does that  mean to what  

you ear l ie r  to ld  us?  

MR LOFTUS :    Look,  as the Commissioner says,  I  am not  

wi th  h im a l l  the t ime.   From what  I  know about  h im and what  

I  hear  in  my s igh t  and whatever 's  on the st reet  wi th  the  

towing indust ry,  I  can vouch for  what  I  sa id,  but  as the  

Commissioner says,  I  am not  wi th  h im 24 hours a day.   So I  

agree that  I  do not  know what  he would get  up to i f  I  am not  

wi th  h im,  but  as far  as h is  toughness,  yes,  he is  tough,  but  I  10 

know that  he is  not  a guy that  would go and cause t rouble 

unnecessar i l y .   He is  not  that  type of  a  character .    

 But  i f  someone brought  the  t rouble to  h im,  you say,  

he 'd do what  he had to do to defend h imsel f .   Let  me put  i t  

that  way.   He had that  k ind of  a  tenaci ty .   He is  not  a 

pushover.   He is  the k ind of  guy that  would step up for  an  

underdog,  you know?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    That  is  f ine,  but  I  just  want  to  

understand your  answer proper ly .   Are you say ing that  

insofar  as you are concerned,  insofar  as you are wi th h im,  20 

you cannot  say he had a mean reputat ion or  a bad 

reputat ion?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  cannot  say tha t .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    But  you cannot  say,  for  instance,  

that  you were not  wi th  h im?  
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MR LOFTUS :    To a cer ta in extent ,  yes .   I t  is  obvious 

because I  am not  around to see what  he is  doing.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    A l l  r ight .   Then i f  you turn to  page 

1185,  then th is  is  af ter  the shoot ing.   Former Pol ice 

Min ister  Cele was in terv iewed by ENCA and th is  is  what  he 

says.   Wel l ,  le t  me read what  i t  says,  rather ,  ent i re ly .   The 

th i rd paragraph.  

“Cele arr ived on the scene af ter  the  

shoot ing and addressed the  media.   

Accord ing to c l ips f rom ENCA and the  10 

SABC, Cele says:  These guys have been 

prof i led.   They have been causing havoc.   

He cont inued:  The syndicate seems to be 

much b igger than what  we see.   I t  is  a  

group of  guys who look l i ke the nucleus of  

th is  nonsense of  drug tu r f  wars.   Cele :  

They went  around e l iminat ing  thei r  

opposi t ion.   The star t ing th ing,  Ce le sa id,  

was that  Lof tus had a very long l is t  o f  

cases against  h im that  were wi thdrawn.”    20 

Let  me just  pause there.   You would say,  based on what  we 

d iscussed,  that  insofar  as you are concerned,  and insofar  

as you have been wi th Bevan,  I  would,  le t  me jus t  push i t  

fur ther ,  you would  say,  th is  is  not  t rue.  

MR LOFTUS :    Of  the cases being wi thdrawn?  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Of  what  Cele says.   Which he 

says,  as the pol ice,  they have prof i led Bevan and f r iends.   

They are  par t  o f  a  syndicate.   This  whole  th ing is  par t  o f  

drug tur f  wars.    

MR LOFTUS :    I  d isagree wi th that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    You d isagree?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  d isagree wi th that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   But  then,  i f  you fo l low 

Commissioner Ba loyi ’ s  p roposi t ion,  which you accepted,  in  

instances where  you would not  be  wi th  h im,  you  cannot  say 10 

for  sure?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  can say for  sure that  he was not  deal ing  

drugs.   I  can say that  for  sure.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   And the other  instances,  

for  example,  he says they have been prof i led,  but  I  suppose 

you cannot  comment  when they say they have been causing 

havoc.   

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  cannot  comment  on that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay,  you cannot  comment .  

MR LOFTUS :    What  I  can say,  as I  sa id ear l ie r ,  a  lo t  o f  the  20 

t imes when they say Bevan was shoot ing,  the CCTV and the 

downloads to show that  he  was at  home,  because he had 

not  le f t  the premises for  a long per iod of  t ime because of  

the heat  that  was p laced on h im.   Can I  comment  on the 

cases?  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sure.  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.   I  am presuming that  i f  they prof i led,  I  

am presuming that  they went  to  the stat ions on the system 

and checked i f  he  has been charged for  s tuf f .   Yes,  he had 

been charged for  s tuf f .   Even before he became a tow t ruck 

dr iver .   But  cases were wi thdrawn because they were found 

to be fa lse in  most  of  the inst ances.   I  cannot  say that  I  

know the contents of  i t ,  but  he  would re late to  me i f  

someone charged h im.   And I  can categor ica l l y  s ta te on a  

few occasions where he was fa lse ly charged.    10 

 I  can quote the  instances.   There was a Bel la i r  

case on one occasion.   Okay,  he  was just  newly  in  the 

indust ry.   There was a dr iver  that  I  cannot  remember which 

company he was dr iv ing for .   A  case was opened against  

Bevan fo r ,  I  cannot  remember,  a t tempted murder or  assaul t  

GBH, where he said Bevan assaul ted h im.   Bevan was 

ar rested and p laced before Court  w i th ,  I  th ink,  o ther  people.   

I  do not  know how many.    

 The v ic t im,  or  the compla inant ,  h is  wi fe came to  

court  and submit ted a statement  saying that  that  was a  20 

fa lse case that  her  husband opened against  Bevan because 

when he came home wi th an in jury  on h is,  I  th ink i t  was on 

h is  forehead,  i f  I  recal l ,  she says she asked her  husband 

what  had happened and he said he was in  an accident  and 

h is head h i t  the windscreen.   The case was subsequent ly  
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wi thdrawn.   There  was another  mat ter .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sorry,  before,  I  th ink  i t  may be 

unnecessary to  go through those mat ters.   I t  would seem,  

le t  me understand you cor rect ly .   Are you saying,  oh,  maybe 

the other  way is  that  you are saying in  some cases Bevan 

was fa lse ly accused.    

MR LOFTUS :    I  am saying that ,  yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    But  not  in  a l l  the cases.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  do not  th ink he was an angel .   I  know 

he had domest ic  i ssues wi th h is ,  wel l ,  now,  who became his 10 

wi fe,  whi le  she was h is g i r l f r iend.   I  th ink she charged  h im 

that  domest ic  issues and she had appl ied for  the protect ion 

order ,  domest ic  v io lence in terd ict  and I  th ink he was 

convicted on that .   And then there  were t raf f i c  of fences,  I  

th ink,  re lat ing to the tax is where he p leaded gui l ty ,  pa id a 

f ine.   And then I  remember there was a mat ter ,  I  th ink i t  was 

a convict ion when he was young he was a f i sherman at  the  

Bay Area where they were arrested.   I  do not  know i f  i t  was 

f ish ing in  the wrong area or  no l icence or  something  to that  

ef fect .  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Just  the essence of  i t  is  that  he  

was not  involved in  v io lent  c r ime.  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  that  is  what  I  am saying.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And a l l  these cases are 

fabr icated?  
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MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  i t  was fabr icated.   I  fee l  I  need to  speak 

on the one in  par t icu lar .   He was st i l l  a  youngster  be fore he 

got  in to the towing indust ry.   He was arrested for  an 

at tempted murder ,  a l legedly shoot ing at  someone.   Him and 

a few others at  the local  serv ice stat ion.   He was deta ined,  I  

th ink,  for  a long weekend and the  case was not  pu t  on the 

ro l l  because there  was no evidence.  

 But  we work in  the const ruct ion indust ry,  so when  

you go there,  they do pol ice c learances on you.   I  cannot  

remember  how I  got  the knowledge of  th is ,  but  we were 10 

going to t ravel  to  Pet ro SA in Mossel  Bay,  i t  is  a  ref inery.   

And I  knew tha t  they do these background checks on 

cr iminal  records because you have to make a dec larat ion 

and i f  you l ie  obviously you do not  get  the job.  

 I  establ ished tha t  there was a case of  at tempted 

murder f i led at  the Wentworth po l i ce stat ion where Bevan 

was g iven a convict ion for  at tempted murder.   The docket  

had never been p laced on the  ro l l  in  cour t .   I t  was 

registered on the  Cr iminal  Records Centre as a convict ion  

for  at tempted murder.   Do you get  where I  am going?  He 20 

d id not  appear for  a case but  i t  had a convict ion.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    No,  that  i s  f ine,  that  is  f ine .   Now,  

I  must  say I  am f ind ing i t  ra ther  d i f f icu l t  to  accept  that ,  I  am 

not  saying there were no inc idences,  but  I  am f ind ing some 

di f f icu l t y  wi th  saying a l l  o f  th ese cases,  inc lud ing the  
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Min iste r  and everyone e lse where i t  would just  hand in  

reports,  would just  s imply target  Bevan and say he was 

engaged in  v io len t  cr ime but  your  content ion is  that  he was 

not .   I  am just  f ind ing some di f f icu l t  wi th  that .   But  we can 

move on f rom that .  

MR LOFTUS :    Can I  just  respond to that?  When I  am 

saying he was not  involved in  v io lent  c r ime,  i t  is  because 

there is  no evidence of  i t .   I  mean he was not  charged.   

There is  a narrat ive that  he is  involved in ,  is  socia l  media 

sensat ional ism and i t  is  socia l  media WhatsApp 10 

communicat ions sensat ional ism as wel l .   As I  am saying,  I  

am not  saying that  he d id not  get  in to f ights or  s tuf f  l ike 

that .   As I  say,  I  am not  wi th  h im a l l  the t ime.   I  am 

speaking on,  what  I  am speaking on is  what  i s  in  fact ,  i t  is  

in  b lack and whi te .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sure.   And then you recal l  ear l ie r  

when we p layed that  v ideo and he was the one and you 

accepted that  made a threat  to  Mr Naicker .   

MR LOFTUS :    I f  you in terpret  tha t  as a th reat  which I  can 

say is  a th reat  . . . [ in tervenes]  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Wel l  you said.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  agree.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   And that  threat  is  about  

leaving?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   Chai rperson,  can I  just  

request  to  p lay a  v ideo that  deals  wi th the in terpretat ion,  

wel l ,  the reputat ion and what  the pol ice have said and then 

we wi l l  go to the  execut ion por t ion of  the af f idavi t .   I  beg 

your indulgence.   I t  is  qui te  a lengthy v ideo.   I t  a lso  

narrates the  tur f  wars and the k i l l ings and a lso  what  

t ranspi red.   So I  just  request  that  we f l ight  i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am looking at  the warning there.   

[V IDEO PLAYED BACK]  

“This i s  Wentworth…”  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  pause p lease.   I  am looking at  the 

warning there.   So do we want  to  p lay i t?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    I t  i s  no t  those photos,  but  I  can 

see the d i f f icu l ty ,  but  i t  is  not  fur ther  up.   Perhaps what  we 

can do is  to  edi t  those in  l ight  of  what  you had proposed 

and cont inue and p lay i t  thereaf te r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    I  th ink tha t  wi l l  make…  

CHAIRPERSON :    As long as we are not  going  to see 

anyth ing gruesome.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Ja.   I t  is  not  that  g ruesome as the  

photos as you would see but  I  th ink i t  i s  just  a  normal  

warn ing.   I t  is  not  necessar i l y  that  gruesome l ike the  photos 

that  you see.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The very fact  that  there is  a warning,  i t  
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te l ls  us something.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    No,  I  am not  saying there is  not  

any. . .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  okay,  maybe le t  us stop and see i f  the 

edi t ing process wi l l  resul t  in  someth ing posi t i ve.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes,  sure.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us cont inue wi th…  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Mr Lof tus…  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease remove i t .   Let  us cont inue wi th  

the statement .   10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   P lease cont inue to  

paragraph 72 of  your  statement .  

MR LOFTUS :     

“On the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023 I  had been 

speaking to  Bevan te lephonical l y  for  most  

par ts of  the day before he was k i l led.   He 

was anxious about  the court  order  being  

served.   He said he was t i red and wanted 

to come home but  f i rs t  he was going to f ly  

to  Johannesburg  to buy Toyota min ibus 20 

tax is,  which are Qantums,  to  add to h is  

tax is in  Wentworth,  where he is  a member  

of  the associat ion.   I  to ld  h im that  the  

summons would be served on Monday the  

3 r d  o f  Apr i l  2023 and they must  s tay ins ide  
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out  of  s ight  and s tay safe and stay a l ive.    

I  heard h im re lay the message to h is  

f r iends in  the f la t .   What  seemed l ike  

about  10 to 15 minutes la ter  I  received a  

ca l l  that  Bevan and them were dead.   I  

cannot  remember  who cal led but  he said  

there were gunshots heard and  he could  

not  get  hold of  any of  them.  I  t r ied  cal l ing  

Bevan mysel f  but  there was no answer.    

I  got  the address of  the f la t  where they 10 

were and went  to  the scene.   To my shock 

i t  was t rue that  Bevan and h is f r iends had 

been k i l led.   The fo rensic teams and 

others were a l ready on the scene.   Whi ls t  

I  was on the pavement  outs ide  

. . . [ in tervenes] ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Mr Lof tus,  you say you then said  

to  h im that  they must  s tay ins ide out  of  s ight ,  s tay safe and 

stay a l i ve,  you speak in  the p lura l ,  you say t hey.   How and 

who d id you know him to be wi th?  20 

MR LOFTUS :    I t  was Ryan 's f la t ,  a l though the f la t  had been 

rented by Bevan through h is company fo r  Ryan.   I t  was 

Ryan,  Bevan,  Michigan Hypol i te ,  Chase Fynn and S ih le 

Zondi .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    They were a l l  h id ing and you knew that  
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they are together  and they are a l l  h id ing there.  

MR LOFTUS :    Wel l ,  a t  the stage I  d id  not  –  Bevan was the 

focus,  to  me,  Bevan was the focus,  and the fact  that  they 

were there,  that  made i t  p lura l  to  say you a l l  s tay safe,  

because at  some stage I  know that  they were,  Dina and 

them were ta lk ing  about  Ryan as wel l .   So that  i s  why I  sa id  

p lu ra l ,  you a l l  s tay safe,  because i f  they had to come there,  

there is  no way they were going to just  ta rget  one person.   

That  was going on in  my mind.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  10 

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

“Whi ls t  on the pavement  outs ide the f la t  a  

Warrant  Of f icer  Venkatesh,  whom I  know 

works at  Durban Centra l  SAPS Uni form 

Branch as a sector  commander ca l led me 

and said the  capta in wants to  speak to  

me.   I  approached the uni formed capta in  

who was wear ing  a balaclava on h is  face 

so I  could not  ident i fy  h im.   He removed i t  

and I  saw that  i t  was Capta in Houston 20 

who used to work at  Wentworth SAPS.    

Capta in Houston to ld me that  he was on 

duty in  the area when a message came 

over the radio that  there is  a shoot ing at  

the f la t  in  Percy Osmond Road in  
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Morningside,  Durban.   He responded tha t  

he would at tend short ly .   A f ter  h i s  

response he was in formed on the radio  

that  i t  was not  a shoot ing,  i t  was a  

domest ic  issue and i t  was sor ted out .    

He said he was c lose so he drove by the  

f la t  and stopped outs ide.   I t  was quiet  but  

he decided to en ter  the premises.   Upon 

enter ing,  he saw Capta in Dina Govender 

and Warrant  Of f icer  S ivan Naidoo.   He 10 

knew Capta in Dina Govender and d id not  

know Sivan 's name.    

As he approached,  Warrant  Of f icer  S ivan 

Naidoo was rude and aggressive and t r ied  

to prevent  h im f rom going in to the f la t  but  

Capta in Dina Govender a l lowed h im to  

pass and to enter  the f la t  so that  he could  

help them ident i fy  the f ive deceased.   

Capta in Houston re layed that  when he 

entered the f la t  he f i rs t  saw Sih le  20 

Zondo…”  

But  at  the  t ime he d id not  say S ih le,  he said a b lack male.   

We establ ished i t  was S ih le Zondo af ter  that .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Zondo or  Zondi?  

MR LOFTUS :    Zondi .    
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“He f i rs t  saw Sih le Zondi  lay ing  in  the  

passage in  a poo l  o f  b lood.   He then saw 

four  more men in  the lounge lay ing  s ide  

by s ide.   He at  f i rs t  d id  not  recognise any 

of  them but  on a second c loser  look he 

recognised Bevan.   They were a l l  lay ing  

in  b lood on the f loor .   He said that  i t  was 

one of  the worst  th ings he had been in .   

He said I  must  not  leave i t  because they 

were executed. ”  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sor ry,  just  before you go forward 

with that ,  when you say ‘he said I  must  not  leave i t  because 

they were executed’ ,  how did you understand that?  

MR LOFTUS :    I . . .  okay,  I  just  want  to  e laborate.   As far  as 

I  am concerned you understand,  execut ion is  i f  you are 

bound and you have got  no form of  defence.   And the way I  

understand k i l l i ng  is  basica l l y  you are conf ronted and you 

have got  f reedom of  movement  et  cetera and a k i l l ing 

happens.   So I  understood execut ion as you had no f reedom 

of  movement ,  you were actual ly  bound.   That  is  how I  20 

understood executed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  necessar i l y .  

MR LOFTUS :    That  was my unders tanding.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You may be executed even i f  you are not  

bound.   Anyway,  le t  us cont inue.   What  was your focus on 
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execut ion or  was i t  not  leaving i t?   What  was your focus,  Mr 

S ikhakhane?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    I  wanted to get  h is  understanding 

and a lso . . . [ in tervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  execut ion or  o f  not  leaving i t?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Of  execut ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  a l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Then i f  Capta in Houston were to  

d ispute what  you narrate here,  what  would you say?  

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  he would what?  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    I f  he were to d ispute that  he said 

they were executed.  

MR LOFTUS :    There is  noth ing I  can do about  i t .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.  

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  h is  choice.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   P lease proceed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  assume that  there have been 

consul tat ions wi th  h im.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Capta in Houston.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.   Is  that  what  he says?  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    In  h is  sta tement .   I  th ink he does 

ind icate he does d ispute that  he sa id that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    But  he wi l l  test i fy  as wel l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   I  guess in  a sense we do get  what  



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 132  o f  290  

 

 

your  response would be based on your last  response.  

MR LOFTUS :    As I  sa id,  that  is  my understanding of  

executed.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay,  p lease proceed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  no longer about  your  understanding,  

i t  is  more about  what  i s  being put  to  you is  he den ies that  

he ever  sa id th is .   What  is  your  comment?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  wi l l  not  be able to  d ispute.   I f  he says he 

d id not ,  that  is  what  he is  saying.   But  I  know what  he said.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .    10 

MR LOFTUS :    Do I  go on?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes,  p lease proceed.  

MR LOFTUS :     

“Whi le  we were  on the road,  we had 

al ready received p ictures of  Bevan and 

other  murdered men lay ing on the f loor  

dead.   Having seen the photos and the  

bodies lay ing on the f loor  as dep icted,  I  

was convinced that  they were k i l led.   On 

the 3 r d  o f  Apr i l  2023 I  a t tended the  20 

Phoenix government  mortuary to  ident i f y  

Bevan.   The post -mortem was done on the  

5 t h  o f  Apr i l  2023.   The report  was 

compi led on the 10 t h  o f  May 2023 and I  

on ly saw i t  a  few weeks la ter .    
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I  went  to  the  f la t  on  or  about  the  6 t h  o f  

Apr i l  and I  looked at  the scene carefu l l y  

to  assess what  had happened and 

par t icu lar ly  i f  the pol ice repo rt ing was 

correct .   I t  became c lear  to  me that  Bevan 

and h is f r iends were executed and there  

was no shootout .    

I  have t r ied to understand what  happened.   

From the p ictures I  have seen and taken 

and the markings on the wal ls  and the  10 

f loor  in  the f la t ,  I  do not  bel ieve there was 

a shootout .   There is  a v ideo which I  

would refer  the  Commission wh ich my 

nephew did based on what  we bel ieve 

happened.”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay,  we wi l l  come to i t .  

MR LOFTUS :     

“These have been handed to the  

Commission and I  be l ieve wi l l  form part  o f  

the bundle exhib i t . ”  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    No,  that  is  f ine.   Just  on th is  

aspect ,  before we go to the photos,  I  want  you to  expla in  

the scene as you see them.  But  just  to  put  one issue aside,  

you say the execut ion as you understood i t  wou ld have 

meant  that  Bevan and them would have been cable t ied and 
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bound.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And that  i s  the vers ion you have.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    A l l  r igh t .   And I  would l i ke  us to 

go th rough to f i le  2.    

MR LOFTUS :    F i le  2?  

CHAIRPERSON :    When you saw the bodies,  d id they have 

cable t ies on them?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no,  I  saw them at  the mortuary.   They 10 

d id not  have cable t ies on them.  

CHAIRPERSON :    They d id not?  

MR LOFTUS :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Or you d id not  en ter  the apartment .  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  we were not  a l lowed in to the scene.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You were not  a l lowed.   

MR LOFTUS :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .   And what  do you base 

your theory on,  that  is  that  they were t ied?  

MR LOFTUS :    When I  was at  the f la t  on the 6 t h ,  I  spoke to  20 

neighbours and f rom thei r  responses I  could surmise that  

there was no shootout  and i f  there was no shootout ,  the 

normal  procedure  when you do an act ion l i ke that ,  obviously  

i t  should be ar ranged by detect ives and/or  invest igators.   

So they have got  specia l i sed uni ts  a round them, Nat ional  
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In tervent ion Uni t ,  e t  cetera,  which are t ra ined in  house 

penet rat ion and thei r  job is  to  make the area safe,  subdue 

the suspects for  the invest igators to  enter .    

 That  is  the i r  specia l i ty .   They  do not  do  

invest igat ions.   So when I  in te rv iewed neighbours,  they said 

to  me that  they heard screams,  wel l  shout ing I  would say,  

f rom the pol ice saying,  get  down,  get  down.   They c lear ly  

heard get  down,  get  down,  get  down.   So I  am say ing,  the  

normal  procedure  when they enter ,  that  is  what  they would  

do.   And then the  next  s tep,  what  they would do is  subdue 10 

the people e i ther  wi th handcuf fs  or  cable t ies.   That  is  

s tandard operat ion procedure because that  is  even what  

they d id at  my house.   I  can vouch for  that .   That  is  the  

procedure.    

 So the fact  that  the neighbours  could say,  they 

heard them say,  get  down,  get  down,  get  down on numerous 

occasions and they usual ly  do i t  in  a loud audib le vo ice to  

st r i ke  fear  in to  somebody.   Fur thermore,  there  were other  

neighbours that  sa id they heard some pol iceman saying,  

where is  the money?  On numerous occasions in  a loud 20 

voice,  where is  the money?  

CHAIRPERSON :    So the ty ing is  a mere surmise on your 

par t .   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  you have answere d me,  thank 
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you.  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Ja.   So,  I  th ink just  to  fo l low up 

f rom the Chai r ,  just  to  c lar i f y ,  is  i t  correct  that  you d id not  

see them at  the date that  they were  shot?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  d id  not .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And you d id not  see any evidence,  

d i rect  ev idence,  that  they were cab le t ied?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  I  d id  not  see any d i rect  ev idence.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Or any of  them.  And on your 10 

basis to  say that  they were cable  t ied is  on  the basis of ,  is  

hearsay and what  you  would expect .  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  le t  me just  backt rack a b i t  when you 

say I  d id  not  see.   Why I  a lso suspected that  they were  

cable t ied is  because the p ictures that  were sent  out  of  the 

deceased,  I  saw that  there were marks on,  f rom the 

p ictures,  especia l ly  Chase 's hands wi th red marks around 

h is wr is t  and there were l ike marks around Bevan 's  arm as 

wel l .   So,  based on what  I  know o f  the procedure and the  

fact  that ,  in  my opin ion,  they were a l ive,  there was no 20 

shootout ,  they would have been cable t ied.   S o that  led me,  

conf i rmed what  I  was th ink ing based on the operat ion of  

these guys.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Ja,  thanks.   Can I  request  that  we 

go to f i le  2?  Page 833.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  which page?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Let  us star t  a t  page 824.   

CHAIRPERSON :    824.   P lease.   Sor ry,  sorry.   As long as 

there are no p ictu res.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    So,  th is  i s  an autopsy report  on 

Mr Bevan Anthony Lof tus,  r ight?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    And th is  report  you provided?  

MR LOFTUS :    To  the Commission?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes.  10 

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  d id .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   And you took photos of  i t ,  

i t  would seem?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Of  the pages.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   And can you take i t  as 

accurate of  what  at  least  you saw?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.   I f  we turn to ,  just  for  20 

c la r i ty ,  page 834.   Now th is  report  is  f rom an expert .   A t  

paragraph 19…  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    …i t  is  wr i t ten:  

“There is  no evidence or  suggest i on of  
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any rest ra int  type in jury to  the wr is t . ”  

Now,  you d isputed that  based on?  

MR LOFTUS :    From what  I  saw in the p ictu res and what  I  

understood of  the  events that  took p lace,  I  could d ispute i t .   

But  th is  guy,  th is  pathologist  i s  a pr ivate pathologis t  which  

we h i red speci f i ca l ly  to  see whether  there  were rest ra ints or  

not .   That  i s  why we actual ly  h i red h im,  to  observe,  to  

moni to r  and observe the,  and to do the report  fo r  the post -

mortem.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    I  am not  fo l lowing your  answer.   10 

Are you saying you d ispute th is  conclusion?  

MR LOFTUS :    I  cannot  d ispute i t  because he is  a  

professional .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Okay.  

MR LOFTUS :    I  cannot .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You say th is  i s  your  own pathologist  in 

the sense that  the  pathologist  was engaged by you.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   There is  one of  the deceased 

that  you ment ioned by name spec i f ica l l y  and you said you 20 

saw marks on the  wr is t .   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  was the name again?  

MR LOFTUS :    His name was Chase Fynn.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Chase.   Are you able to  take us to a  
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s imi lar  document?  Chase.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Of  a s imi lar  autopsy?  No,  I  do not  

have a s imi lar  autopsy report .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You do not  have that ,  a l l  r ight .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    There is  post -mortem reports but  I  

cannot  go th rough them.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Normal ly  they just  record the 

bul le t  wounds.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  okay,  thank you.  10 

MR LOFTUS :    Can I  make a comment?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Yes.  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.   I  was at  the  mortuary on the date of  

the post -mortem,  so when the  pathologist  came out ,  

because I  sa id to  h im just ,  he must  focus on that  and see i f  

there was rest ra ints.   He said to  me there was no evidence 

of  i t  but  he says i t  does not  ru le  i t  out .   He to ld me that  

verbal ly .   Of  course the report  came at  a la ter  s tage.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Sure.   But  obviously we have to 

accept  what  the report  says.  20 

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  but  I  accept  what  he is  saying.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Ja,  okay.   Chai r ,  I  see i t  is  just  

a f ter  1.00.   Can I  request  that  we take the lunch 

adjournment  at  th is  point?  I  do not  see that  we wi l l  go that  

much fur ther  af te r  lunch.   I t  might  be 30 minutes or  so.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn  and resume at  f ive past  

two.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE SC :    Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes,  Mr S ikhakhane.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  th ink in  the 

in terest  of  t ime,  some of  the issues that  are on the record,  I  

wi l l  not  pursue them any fu r ther .   The statement  is  there.   

But  just ,  I  would l ike  to  get ,  to  f in ish up the e lement  of ,  that  10 

I  was deal ing wi th.   Mr Lof tus,  in  your  statement ,  there is  

something that  I  just  forgot ,  a t  page 5,  i f  you go back to  

page 5,  the statement  f i le ,  s tatement  f i le ,  page 5.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Paragraph?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Paragraph 19.   So in  that  s tatement  

what  you are say ing,  in  l ine wi th what  you were saying,  is  

that  Bevan had f r iends and business associates that  were 

a l legedly involved in  drugs and other  c r iminal  ac t iv i t ies.   

Who were those f r iends?  

CHAIRPERSON :    I s  that  not  going to take us to the issue 20 

that  Commissioner Khumalo  ra ised,  people get  impl icated,  

are we p lanning on cal l ing those people or  af ford ing  them 

an opportuni ty  to  respond,  unless you th ink i t  is  cruc ia l  and 

i t  establ ishes something that  we want  to  consider  and 

decide,  otherwise ,  in  my language …[vernacular ] .   I  cannot  
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t ranslate th is .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  I  do want  to  press on i t  a  b i t ,  

Chai r ,  because I  want  to  just  proceed on the issue of  gang 

act iv i t ies,  and perhaps I  just  want  to  understand around h im 

who were those and whether  he was par t  o f  those gangs 

and …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can we do i t  wi thout  ment ion ing  

names,  because the moment  you say Khumalo is  a drug 

dealer ,  Khumalo  is  a member o f  a  gang,  then you are  

impl icat ing h im and he has to come here to c lear  h is  name.  10 

Can we not  l imi t  i t  to  he was par t  o f  a  gang and they were  

involved in  c r iminal  act iv i t ies?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  is  f ine ,  Commissioner Khumalo,  

but  i t  is  going to be a re lated quest ion that  I  wi l l  ask 

fo l lowing f rom th is ,  but  maybe you wi l l  gu ide me when I  get  

there.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The issue is  the names of  ind iv iduals,  

because the moment  you ident i f y  somebody as a drug 

dealer  o r  as a gangster ,  then i t  c reates the problems.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  i s  f ine.   So,  you are saying those 20 

people,  Bevan had f r iends and business associa tes that  

were a l legedly involved in  drugs and other  cr iminal  

act iv i t ies,  r ight?  

MR LOFTUS :    Which paragraph?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Paragraph 19,  r ight .   Now,  wou ld that  
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be gangs as in  drug gangs?  

MR LOFTUS :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [microphone of f ]  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Your mic,  Mr Lof tus.  

MR LOFTUS :    Sorry.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And star t  f rom the beginning of  what  you 

said.   

MR LOFTUS :    Ja,  I  wi l l  not  ment ion names because I  

cannot  real l y  ment ion names,  but  what  I  was in fer r ing there 

is  that  I  grew up in  the Wentworth area.   From young,  there  10 

have a lways been gangs in  that  area,  d i f ferent  areas 

accumulat ing and g iv ing themselves names,  et  cetera,  and 

that ,  l ike,  when the o lder  guys real i ze that  th is  is  s i l l y ,  

f ru i t less,  then the youngsters that  come up,  they car ry on 

wi th that  because they are assoc iated wi th that  area that  

has got  a cer ta in gang name.    

 So we grew up in  an area cal led Reigerhood,  and 

f rom the t ime I  was young,  I  know what  had happened there,  

because i t  is  no yards,  the youngsters used to accumulate  

in  the corners of  the f la ts or  in  the  park or  wherever  i t  was,  20 

and eventual ly  they gave themselves a name.   I  do not  know 

the h istory of  where i t  came f rom.   That  a rea where I  g rew 

up in  Reigerhood was known as the Young Dest royers,  but  

that  was way back.    

 So other  a reas,  l ikewise,  a lso adopted that  names 
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for  the i r  areas,  and there  was gang f ight ,  but  those days i t  

was not  shoot ing ,  i t  was running bat t les wi th kn ives,  et  

cetera,  and push knives,  et  cetera.   So I  am st i l l  known,  

because I  grew up there and my mother st i l l  l ives  there,  I  

am st i l l  known,  i f  they ta lk  about  me,  for  example,  o r 

anybody e lse,  and they are not  fami l iar  wi th  who the person 

is ,  the person would actual l y  say,  Greg f rom Dest royers,  

you understand?  Now Bevan grew up in  that  area,  so he 

became f r iends growing up wi th  youngsters f rom there.   

Some of  them ended up associat ing wi th that  name,  Young 10 

Dest royers.    

 Now f rom that  a rea,  there was drug deal ing  going 

on there.   The o lder  guys that  s ta r ted i t  have passed away 

now,  but  younger  guys have r isen to take thei r  p lace.   And 

there is  one,  in  that  area,  there is  one par t i cu la r  guy that  

was l ike a protege to one of  the guys,  the senior  guys,  and 

he has passed on,  so he now is  the  k ingpin in  that  area wi th  

the drugs and wi th the,  you can say v io lent  act iv i t y ,  

because he actual ly  got  h i tmen around h im,  which have 

been ar rested for  k i l l ing people,  e t  cetera.    20 

 So Bevan knows them al l .   He went  to  school  wi th  

them, he grew up wi th them and i t  came to a stage when 

they star ted th is  car te l  s to ry.   There was never a name 

cal led The Carte l  in  Wentworth.   So the guy f rom that  

Reigerhood area,  Young Dest royers ,  he had,  I  th ink,  subject  



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 144  o f  290  

 

 

to  correct ion,  a fami ly  member who is  now deceased.   He 

came out  of  pr ison and he star ted hanging around in  that  

area.   He came up wi th S imone Jasmine,  wi th  the name The 

Carte l ,  and the th ink ing  was that  they wi l l  combine a l l  the  

areas in to one uni t  and name themselves The Car te l .   So 

that  i s  where th is  car te l  came f rom,  and then they actual ly  

s ta r ted the v io lence.   People star ted get t ing v io lent ly  k i l led 

af ter  that .   So,  the point  I  am making to the quest ion is ,  

Bevan knew the major i t y  of  them growing up together .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    But  he was never par t  o f  any 10 

…[intervenes] .  

MR LOFTUS :    Never par t  o f  them.  I  can go fur ther .   I t  can 

be researched.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  not  The Carte l ,  o f  any gangs.  

MR LOFTUS :    Of  any gang.   Now I  am going back to  Young 

Dest royers now,  because Bevan was f rom there.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

MR LOFTUS :    He p layed footbal l  wi th  them.  He hung 

around them.  He schooled wi th them.  When there was 

running wars between another  f la t  area,  which was I  would  20 

say about  two,  three hundred meters down the road,  they 

were known as the G Sect ion and i t  was v io lent .   People  

d ied and got  in ju red in  those bat t les,  but  dur ing that  t ime,  

wi th whoever  they fought ,  Bevan could walk  f reely in  any of  

those areas,  because they knew that  he was not  par t  o f  any 
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gang.   So that  i s  why I  am saying he was not .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I s  i t  a lso  not  so that  one of  the,  

remember f i ve people were k i l led  on the 31 s t  o f  March or  

the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l .   We seem to have d i f ferent  dates depending 

on who is  te l l ing  the story.   One of  the people who was 

k i l led was a convicted robber.   

MR LOFTUS :    I  th ink that  would be Ryan.   I  do not  know 

his background,  but  what  I  have heard,  I  th ink that  is  

possib ly  h im,  because I  know that  he d id serve pr ison t ime.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Santos.   10 

MR LOFTUS :    I  be l ieve he was a younger guy at  the t ime.   

Yes,  Santos.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  d id  not  know him persona l ly ,  but  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So at  least  to  deal  wi th  the point ,  he  

hung around peop le who had t rouble wi th the law.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.   And I  wi l l  add on that  is  because,  

because you are f rom the area in  the Wentworth scenar io,  

the guy was charged wi th GBH for  shoot ing somebody,  20 

at tempted murder,  murder,  deal ing in  drugs.   But  i t  is  

people you grew up wi th and they are f rom the area,  so you 

st i l l  associated wi th them as normal  f r iends,  understand.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sure.   And then,  can you then,  just  to  

expla in what  i s  sor t  o f  publ ic ly  reported,  the,  so you are  
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saying there is  no  car te l ,  as i t  were ,  gang?  

MR LOFTUS :    There was a car te l .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  but  a lo t  o f  the ro le -p layers,  the main  

ro le-p layers are now deceased.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   

MR LOFTUS :    So you do not  hear a lo t  o f  act iv i t y  or  that  

name coming up too of ten anymore.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  tha t  is  f ine.   And then the 

Hol lywood gang?  10 

MR LOFTUS :    The Hol lywood gang would be f rom another  

area in  Woodvi l le  and Hime St reet  area.   That  is ,  ja ,  I  do 

not  th ink they exist  anymore because you do not  hear about  

i t  as wel l .   S ince the car te l  members  and some other  ro le -

p layers have d ied ,  the act iv i t y  has k ind of  s immered down.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  le t  us take as,  le t  us say in  the 

beginning of  2023,  how was the  existence of  these 

gangsters?  

MR LOFTUS :    There was tension  and f r i c t ion between The 

Carte l  and the,  Hol lywood,  because Carte l  be ing now the 20 

whole of  the Wentworth area.   So basica l l y  the f ight  was 

wi th The Carte l ,  which is  basica l l y  the whole of  Wentworth,  

f ight ing against  these Hol lywood guys.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.   Okay,  that  is  f ine.   Can I  just  

take you back to  your,  the te lephone cal l  between Bevan 
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and Mr Naicker  fo r  example.   You do not  have to go there.    

MR LOFTUS :    Okay.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I t  is  a t  page 113.   I t  is  an at tachment  

to  your  f i rs t  f i le .   You,  in  the cal l ,  there is  a reference of  

Dane.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Who is  Dane?  

MR LOFTUS :    Dane is  a guy.   He was,  Bevan was f r iendly  

wi th h im.   He is  f rom the so -cal led Hol lywood area.   He 

grew up in  that  area.   He is  nat ive,  i f  I  can say,  to  that  a rea.   10 

Bevan was f r iendly wi th h im.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Were they jus t  f r iends?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  they were f r iends ja .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And in  terms of ,  and I  would  

request  to  understand,  in  terms o f  the compet i t ion  or  tu r f  

wars,  would there have been any tur f  wars between these 

two gangs?  

MR LOFTUS :    The Carte l  and …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    The Hol lywood gang.   

MR LOFTUS :    I  would not  say tha t  because the Hol lywood 20 

guys are f rom a very smal l  area.   They were concent rated in  

a very smal l  area.   So what ever they d id would happen in  

that  area.   The Carte l  guys were  the b ig organiza t ion that  

encompassed a l l  the areas in  Wentworth where d i f ferent  

gangs were a l legedly f rom.   So they combined those,  and 
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then they were f ight ing against  those Hol lywood guys who 

were concent rated in  a very smal l  area.   So I  would  not  say 

tur f  because i f  we are ta lk ing drug tur f ,  r ight  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.   

MR LOFTUS :    So the Hol lywood,  sorry,  the Car te l  guys 

basica l ly  cont ro l led the whole of  Wentworth and obviou sly 

outer  areas,  which I  cannot  conf i rm.   I t  is  just  socia l  media 

that  would speak on that .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And in  te rms of  the reports ,  i f  I  may 

just  ask and you,  wi th  sympathy f rom your s ide,  where was 10 

Bevan associated between the two,  i f  he was?  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  I  wi l l  go a  b i t  deeper  wi th th is  one.   

Bevan is  f rom the Rake Road area.   When the Car te l  th ing 

rose up,  Bevan,  there  is  an area where they would ,  in  the  

f la ts where they would se l l  the drugs f rom.   I t  actual ly  has 

got  a carpor t  and a pool  tab le.   I t  is  l ike a l i t t le  c lub area.   

He would go there.   When th is  Carte l  th ing star ted,  he 

wi thdrew f rom going to that  area because these Car te l  guys 

were now,  he could see what  the i r  agenda was,  and they 

were star t ing to  harass people f rom the area.   So he 20 

wi thdrew,  and he star ted s i t t ing around.   When he d id v is i t  

there,  he  would go to my mother 's  p lace and s i t  outs ide.   In  

fact ,  we cal l  i t  the corner  of  the f la t  on the gable s ide.   He 

would s i t  there wi th the younger guys,  the Michigan Chase,  

et  cetera.    
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 So i t  came a  stage when he said  to  me,  the guys 

that  he grew up in  school  wi th ,  when they greeted h im,  he 

would say to them, just  p lease do not  g reet  me anymore 

because I  do not  approve of  what  you are doing.   I  am not  

your  f r iend anymore.   So he d id not  break h is f r iendship 

wi th Dane.   He st i l l  remained f r iendship wi th Dane and 

some of  the people f rom the Hol lywood area.   So I  th ink that  

because he was f r iendly wi th  them, he saw him as 

belonging to them.  So I  be l ieve that  is  where th is  

aggression towards h im star ted,  and those youngsters,  10 

Michigan Chase,  to  name a few,  other  few guys.   I  th ink that  

is  what  i t  was about .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So on h is par t ,  he was not  involved 

wi th any of  the,  i f  I ,  I  am t ry ing to get  th is .   He was not  

involved in  any of  the drugs and i t  is  just  the people that  he 

was wi th.  

MR LOFTUS :    Associat ion,  yes,  wh ich is  a normal  th ing.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

MR LOFTUS :    Because I  know of  cases where youngsters 

were shot  and k i l led in  th is  whole conf l i c t  that  had noth ing  20 

to do wi th e i ther  s ide.   I t  is  just  that  a youngster  was 

f r iendly wi th maybe a Hol lywood guy,  and he was seen as 

par t  o f  that  and vice versa .   A  lo t  o f  youngsters d ied  

innocent ly  through that ,  th rough associat ion.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And obviously we have seen those 
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reports and those statements which  you d ispute.    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Chai r ,  can I  just  request  to  

p lay that  v ideo.   I  wi l l  not  p lay i t  too much.   The only 

graphica l  mater ia l  is ,  I  suppose,  is  a car  that  is  shot  at ,  but  

there i s  no b lood that  is  there,  and perhaps just  that ,  

noth ing too ser ious,  not  to  sound insensi t ive at  a l l .   

CHAIRPERSON :    But  was someone not  k i l led as a resul t  o f  

the shoot ing or  not?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  there  was.   There were these 10 

a l leged gangster  people that  were  shot  at  publ ic ly .   There 

has been reports about  them.  I  do not  th ink i t  is  a  mat ter  of  

something that  is ,  i t  is  a  publ ic  v ideo that  has been 

c i rcu lat ing in  the media.   I  do not  th ink i t  would be a b i t  o f  

an issue per se ,  but  I  am in your hands .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Lof tus ,  I  just  wanted,  I  have 

ref lected on what  I  sa id a few minutes ago,  and I  hope I  was 

not  insensi t i ve,  because the date of  death of  your  son you 

would remember.   Remember I  gave two dates.  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  is  because in  the other  statement  

of  another  wi tness,  they said the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l .   But  yours is ,  

which date d id you g ive?  

MR LOFTUS :    I t  is  the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  i s  the 1 s t .   
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MR LOFTUS :    Ja ,  2023.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The other  one says 3 1 s t .    So I  hope I  

was not  insensi t ive per se .    

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no,  not  at  a l l .   Not  at  a l l .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  p leasure.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  p lease go ahead.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  do apologize,  Chai r ,  but  i t  is  just  

about  the reputat ion,  and I  leave i t  there.   I  am not ,  i t  is  to,  

yes.   10 

VIDEO PLAYED BACK  

 “This is  Wentwor th,  a  la rge Indian and 

Coloured township located south of  

Durban.   Wentworth is  current ly  fac ing a  

severe humani tar ian and secur i ty  cr is is .   

The neighbourhood is  t rapped in  a cycle 

of  ext reme poverty,  decaying 

in f rast ructure,  and a ruth less gang war.   

 Wentworth res idents in  KwaZulu -Nata l  

are p leading for  more help f rom pol ice 20 

af ter  a mass shoot ing le f t  seven people 

in ju red and two o thers dead.   The v ic t ims 

inc lude a 20-year -o ld and a 16-year-o ld.    

 Yes,  there was a shoot ing on Sunday.   

There was a  shoot ing  on Sunday that  
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happened.   Three guys were shot ,  but  

they a l l  surv ived.   Then there  was a  

shoot ing on Tuesday as wel l .   A 

youngster  in  our  road was shot  as wel l  

whi le  he was walk ing.   And then 

yesterday,  there  was a shoot ing  where  

n ine,  n ine chi ld ren were shot .   Nine 

youngsters were  shot ,  and two were  

k i l led,  which is  Jaden and Lydon.    

 I  want  to  touch on th is .   You say that  not  10 

enough is  being done.   Are you ta lk ing 

about  the manpower on the ground?   

 We are ta lk ing about  a l l  resources.   We 

are ta lk ing about  manpower.   We are 

ta lk ing about  cor rupt  of f ic ia ls  that  need 

to get  out  of  the stat ion.   We are so s ick 

and t i red of  SAPS playing the b lame 

game wi th our  communi ty.   Leakings of  

f i les of ,  o r  dockets going missing,  

hear ing that  there is  only one van to  20 

pat ro l ,  hear ing that  there is  no resources 

at  the stat ion.   We are t i red.   We are  

t i red  of  bury ing our  ch i ldren.   We are 

t i red of  innocent  people get t ing hur t  on 

the st reet .   We are t i red  that  our  ch i ld ren 
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cannot  even s i t  in  c lassrooms and not  

hear the r ing ing  of  gunshots on our  

st reets.    

 Most  res idents in  Wentworth l i ve in  mul t i -

s to rey munic ipal  housing complexes bui l t  

dur ing the aparthei d era.   These 

bui ld ings are h ighly d i lap idated wi th 

broken windows,  leaking sewage 

p ipel ines,  s t ructura l  c racks,  and no 

funct ional  secur i ty  gates.   Pervasive 10 

unemployment  leaves fami l ies wi th zero 

f inancia l  secur i ty .   Wi thout  leg i t imate job 

prospects,  local  youth face in tense peer  

pressure and economic desperat ion 

v iewing the i l l ic i t  drug t rade as the i r  on ly 

v iable means of  f inancia l  surv iva l .   Drug 

addict ion is  deeply embedded in  the dai ly  

l i fe  of  Wentworth 's  most  vu lnerable 

areas.   The local  drug t rade re volves 

heavi ly  a round sugars,  a  cheap,  h ighly 20 

addict ive cockta i l  o f  low -grade hero in 

mixed wi th chemical  bu lk ing agents.   

Open-ai r  drug dens operate d i rect ly  out  

of  the f la t  s ta i rwe l ls  and publ ic  pathways.   

The rampant  use of  sugars and crack 
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cocaine has fuel led severe local ized 

heal th c r ises a longside h igh ra tes of  

pet ty  thef t ,  armed robber ies,  and 

domest ic  v io lence in  Wentworth.   The 

physica l  layout  o f  the f la ts makes them 

ideal  …”  [ in te rvenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you p lease pause.   Are we going to  

get  to  a point  where th is  becomes re levant  to  our  subject  

mat te r ,  which is  the in f i l t ra t ion of  law enforcement  of f icers 

by gangs or  syndicates or  car te ls ,  because …[ intervenes] .  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Chai r  …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    This far  I  have not  seen that .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Chai r ,  I  th ink I  see your re luctance.   

I t  goes there,  but  the point  that  a lso  goes there is  around 

the reputat ion that  we have of  Mr Bevan Lof tus and the  

in terp lay wi th drug gangster ism and what  Mr Cele had said 

ear l ie r  on about  h is  reputat ion and to show these k i l l ings to  

be gang- re lated and being cal led in  by gangs when they are 

using pol ice.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  th is  v ideo about  Mr Bevan Lof tus at  20 

some point?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  at  some point ,  yes.   But  perhaps 

what  we can do,  Chai r ,  because,  can I  suggest  something,  

Chai r ,  perhaps?  Can I  suggest  that  i t  just  be put  on the  

record.   You can look at  i t  a t  your  t ime and not  f l ight  i t  so 
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that  you have …[ incomplete] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr S ikhakhane,  you have obviously  

v iewed th is  v ideo.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So I  would expect  that  you have a t ime 

point  a t  which your re levant  mater ia l  is  p layed.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  there a reason that  we do not  fast -

forward to that  po int  and then watch f rom that  point  instead 

of  looking at  th is  h is tor ica l  account  of  Wentworth?  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  we can,  I  wi l l  just  ask tha t  we go 

there at  some point .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Why do not  we f in ish the statement  so  

long,  p lease?    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   I  th ink we are le f t  wi th  

one paragraph,  l i tera l ly ,  yes.   Mr Lof tus,  would you p lease 

read on your statement ,  page 23,  paragraph 78.  

MR LOFTUS :    - :  

 “A few days af ter  Bevan was k i l led,  

someone sent  me a p icture o f  Brent  20 

Thompson 's  WhatsApp status showing a 

photo of  a  tow t ruck label led Roadstar  

with the capt ion  “The fastest  l i ves the  

longest ”  wi th  the hush emoj i .   A  pr in tout  

of  the WhatsApp status is  at tached as 
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GR3.   Brent  Thompson is  Mr  Cl ive 

Naicker 's  f r iend and associate.   One of  

the last  th ings that  Bevan had said to  Mr 

Cl ive on the cal l  o f  January 25 t h  was “ the  

fastest  l i ves the longest ” . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can you then turn to  page 114 of  that  

very f i le .   I t  is  Annexure GL3.   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  am here.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Is  that  what  you are referr ing to?   

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  that  i s  what  I  am refer r ing to.   10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And who is  Brent  Thompson?   

MR LOFTUS :    Brent  Thompson is  f rom the Wentworth area.   

He was associated wi th the Carte l  organisat ion.   He was,  I  

would say,  one of  the main operator s in  the Carte l  because 

i t  was known tha t  Cl ive Naicker  was the  suppl ier  of  the i r  

drugs.   And he was associated wi th another  p layer  ca l led 

Puf f  as wel l ,  Brandon Kal icharan.   So he was,  i f  I  can put  i t  

s imply,  he was the main p layer  for  the Carte l ,  in  between 

Cl ive and the Car te l ,  as fa r  as the drugs are concerned.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  just  repeat  that .   20 

MR LOFTUS :    So he was the main p layer  between Cl ive  

Naicker  and h is  organisat ion,  The Carte l ,  as fa r  as the 

drugs were concerned.   I  can go as far  as  to  say I  have 

spoken to associates of  h is ,  and as far  as they are 

concerned,  Brent  a lways used to speak about  Cl ive Naicker  
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as h is  fa ther ,  and in  some instances he would say that  is  

h is  k ing,  h is  ro le model .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So just  to  …[ indist inct ]  but  I  th ink 

Commissioner Khumalo had said,  there is  a suggest ion that  

we are making,  and I  just  want  to  make sure that  we are  

correct ing i t .   You are saying that  Brent  Thompson,  Mr  

Thompson,  was an associate of  Mr Naicker .  

MR LOFTUS :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    But  then you are put t ing drugs in  i t .    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  the associat ion  was drug -re lated .  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   

MR LOFTUS :    Ja .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And do you know why he would put  

th is  statement ,  th is  capt ion?  

MR LOFTUS :    Ja,  wel l ,  the fact  that  he d id that ,  i t  shows 

h is associat ion wi th the organisat ion Roadstar ,  which 

belongs to Cl ive Naicker .   So i t  shows h is associat ion wi th 

Cl ive Naicker ,  and he is  tak ing joy in  the death of  Bevan.   

To me th is  is  a boast ing p ictu re,  ja ,  in  other  word s,  the  

fastest  l ives the longest ,  they have got  to  Bevan and k i l led 20 

h im.   I  do not  say h im,  but  the Cl ive Naickers.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I s  the quest ion  not ,  a re you not  

connect ing i t  to  the 25 January conversat ion where your son 

said to  Mr Naicker ,  the fastest  l ives the longest ,  r ight?  

MR LOFTUS :    Yes,  I  am,  that  is  why I  ment ioned wi th the 
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capt ion,  the fastest  l ives the longest ,  i t  is  h im depict ing wi th 

pr ide,  in  other  words,  they have won the bat t le .   I  wi l l  say i t  

a  b i t  more about  Brent  Thompson.   I  th in k i t  was before 

Bevan was k i l led,  he d id an in terv iew on ENCA, where he 

confessed that  he is  a drug dealer  and he said a lo t  o f  

th ings about  mysel f  and Bevan.   He actual ly  impl icated me 

as the bra in behind the organisat ion,  the drugs and the tow 

t rucks,  et  cetera,  which I  am not .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Which organisat ion?  

MR LOFTUS :    Wel l ,  the drug organisat ion that  Bevan is  10 

a l leged to be invo lved in .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Which is?  

MR LOFTUS :    The operat ion of  d rugs,  the sel l ing of  drugs 

and the t rading in  drugs.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Oh,  not  the name,  not  an 

organisat ion?  

MR LOFTUS :    No,  no,  no,  not  as such.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

MR LOFTUS :    He is  the guy,  you wi l l  see,  go to ENCA and 

you Google h im,  he is  the guy wi th the mask cover ing h is  20 

face.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

MR LOFTUS :    And I  found that  s t range because I  was 

wonder ing why d id the ENCA reporter  actual ly  f ind h im,  or  

how did he get  on there,  because before Bevan was k i l led,  
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when we had the  in format ion,  I  thought ,  le t  me go to the  

media and put  th i s  out  there,  maybe that  would  cause 

…[indist inct ]  to  back of f  h im,  but  I  had no joy.   So I  thought ,  

how is  i t  that  a guy that  i s  a drug dealer  gets access to h im 

wi th such ease?  You know,  I  could not  understand that .   

Ja,  but  h is  so le purpose on that  in terv iew was to associate  

us wi th drugs and gangster ism.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Chai r ,  just  to  complete 

th is  now,  the v ideo that  we were going to p lay would have 

depicted these events that  he is  ta lk ing about ,  o f  the man 10 

wi th the balaclava,  and h is ow n in terv iew,  and what  the  

former Min ister  Cele had said a f ter  the inc ident  of  the 

shoot ing,  and tha t  is  where I  th ink  the important  par t  that  

we wanted to contextual ize th is  whole d iscussion about  

being gang- re lated and the use of  law enforcement  for  th is .    

CHAIRPERSON :    So Mr Lof tus has p laced that  on record 

h imsel f  now.   Is  that  your  point?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  I  am just  contextual iz ing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Meaning we no longer have to p lay the  

v ideo,  or  we st i l l  have to?  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink in  the  issue of  t ime,  Edward,  

we can stop wi th the v ideo.   I t  is  f ine,  I  am okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r igh t .   Thank you,  then.   Ja,  

p lease cont inue,  then.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Chai r ,  in ,  t ru ly  the in terest  of  t ime 
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and understanding cer ta in dynamics,  I  would not ,  I  would  

end i t  here.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  Mr S ikhakhane,  perhaps p lease 

consider  summar iz ing your own impressions of  the v ideo 

insofar  as i t  re la tes to Mr Bevan Lof tus,  and put  that  to  Mr 

Lof tus Senior ,  for  h is  response.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thanks,  Chai rperson,  for  your  

guidance.   You would have seen the v ideo,  I  presume,  or  

you would have,  i f  you d id an in terv iew.   Par t  o f  i t  is  the  

a l legat ion that ,  wel l ,  the a l legat ions are that  the  la te Mr 10 

Bevan Lof tus was involved in  drugs and was a very  

ruth less,  wel l ,  that  is  what  i t  por t rays h im as,  a ruth less 

gang member that ,  or  cr iminal ,  and he was involved in  

e l iminat ing h is opposi t ion,  and they depict  h im as a very  

dangerous man.   That  is  the one th ing,  and that  is  f rom that  

gent leman,  as you say,  and a lso f rom the Min ister  of  

Pol ice 's  s ide,  r ight .   And your comment ,  your  in te rv iew was 

to d ispute that .    

MR LOFTUS :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    But  we wi l l  get  there.   That  was then.   20 

But  in  l ine wi th  what  the Chai r  is  p roposing,  wel l ,  no t  

proposing,  i s  what  would be your comment?  We have gone 

through some comments ear l ier  on,  but  in  l ight  of  that ,  i f  I  

am summariz ing the v ideo,  what  would be your comment  to  

that  nar rat ion about  Mr,  o r  your  la te  son?  
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MR LOFTUS :    I  would go back and say again,  that  is  n ews 

sensat ional ism and socia l  media,  because I  do not  know 

where they get  that  f rom.   So I  would d ispute that  he is  a  

k i l le r  and he is  a  drug dealer .   I  would d ispute that .   But  

having said that ,  as we said ear l ier ,  I  am not  wi th  h im 24 

hours a day,  but  in  the last  year  or  two of  h is  death,  he was 

at  home al l  the t ime.   So I  have no cont ro l  over  socia l  

media and the news.   I t  depends on who they in terv iew.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sorry,  I  do have to take th is  point .   

You t ru ly  cannot  say that .   I  mean he went  i n to h id ing,  and 10 

you are not  wi th  h im a l l  the t ime.   

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  yes,  having said that ,  I  was not  wi th  

h im dur ing that  t ime,  ja .   That  was f rom February,  okay,  the 

f i rs t  occasion was f rom December the 13 t h  to  somet ime 

la ter .   I  am not  speci f i c ,  because he came home for  a short  

per iod,  and then f rom February unt i l  he d ied,  I  do not  know 

what  he d id in  tha t  per iod.   I  cannot  speak on that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And pr ior  to  that ,  you would not  know,  

you would not  be wi th h im 24 hours  a day.   

MR LOFTUS :    As I  sa id,  whi le  he was at  home in that  20 

per iod,  or  when he was at  home,  I  can vouch for  i t .   But  

obviously,  when he is  out  in  the  st reets,  I  would not  know 

what  he  is  doing.   But  i f  you look at ,  in  terms of  charges 

and cases,  et  cetera,  that  besides these a l leged shoot ings,  

before i t  led up to that ,  there were no cases that  came for th  
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where pol ice came in and said they are arrest ing  h im for  

v io lent  cr imes,  et  cetera.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Let  me just  summarize what 

you are saying and see i f  I  understand i t .   So your  vers ion  

is  that  your  son was not  involved in  any act iv i t ies gang -

re lated.   Everyone was wrong about  h im.   He was 

…[intervenes] .  

MR LOFTUS :    As  I  say,  i t  depends who you ask.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .   Chai r ,  I  ser iously do  

not  want ,  there is  going to be other  wi tnesses to  address 10 

other  i ssues and …[ indist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr S ikhakhane.   

MR LOFTUS :    Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MR LOFTUS :    I f  we are c los ing now,  there is  a few points I  

would l ike to  ra ise,  which I  th ink is  important ,  which is  not  

in  my statement .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MR LOFTUS :    I  want  i t  to  be known that  when I  went  to  the 

f la t ,  we happened to h i re a pr ivate bal l i s t ic  guy as  wel l .   I  20 

haven ' t  got  the report  yet ,  for  reasons that  …[ ind ist inct ] .   

We did,  when he le f t ,  I  he lped h im wi th the invest igat ion 

there,  but  s tuf f ,  there is  some i tems that  bothered me.   So I  

went  back to the f la t ,  and I  d id  a v ideo,  a  walkthrough of  the 

f la t  wi th  IOL,  wi th the edi tor  of  IOL.   And that  v ideo was  
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a i red,  where I ,  wi th  my knowledge and understanding,  I  

gave a summat ion of  what  I  th ink happened.   I t  was not  long 

af ter  that  was a i red,  I  am not  date -speci f ic ,  I  received a ca l l  

f rom a member of  the pol ice in  Deena's of f ice,  I  wi l l  not  

ment ion the name,  that  sa id to  me,  pack a bag and 

d isappear,  because they are coming to k i l l  you.   He says I  

heard a d iscussion that  you have become a threat  to  them.  

Which I  d id ,  I  packed a bag immediate ly and I  basica l ly ,  

obviously,  my o ld  nervous system went  to  another  mode.   I  

sat  down and had a cup of  tea.   My son came to me and 10 

said,  they are coming up the dr iveway.   I  g rabbed my bag 

and I  jumped over fences.   I  went  to  the neighbour 's  house.   

So whi le  I  was there,  my daughter - in - law,  who l ives in  my 

granny cot tage,  the pol ice went  to  her .   And there was,  I  

th ink I  need to say th is  pol i ceman 's name i f ,  can I  say h is 

name,  because he d id th is .   I  mean,  and …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wel l  …[ intervenes] .  

MR LOFTUS :    Okay,  I  wi l l  not  say h is name now.   Let  me 

te l l  the story.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   20 

MR LOFTUS :    And so  I  f led.   Whi le  I  was at  the  neighbour 's  

house,  my daughter - in- law cal led me and she said  to  me,  

th is  pol iceman wants to ,  he is  f rom Organized Cr ime,  he 

wants to  speak to  me.   She said he had a docket  in  h is  hand 

and he d id not  come alone.   I  have got  p ic tures and a v ideo 



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 164  o f  290  

 

 

o f  how they came.   There were a lo t  o f  them, a  lo t  o f  

vehic les,  e t  cetera.   So he said to  her ,  he wanted to speak 

to me.   I  sa id,  no,  I  do not  want  to  speak to h im.   Has he 

got  a case against  me?  Why are they there?  So he says,  

no,  he has not  go t  a case,  but  he needs my help to ,  I  cannot  

remember  what  he  said,  ident i fy  somebody or  locate 

somebody,  because I  was in  another  state at  the t ime.   So 

he said,  there is  no case against  me,  he just  needs to speak 

to me.   So I  sa id to  te l l  h im,  I  have got  noth ing to say i f  

there is  no cases against  me.   Then he,  I  could hear the  10 

conversat ion.   He says,  te l l  h im that  he can meet  me at  the 

pol ice stat ion of  h is  choice and he can br ing a lawyer a long  

i f  he so wishes.   So I  sa id to  her ,  i f  there is  no case,  I  am 

not  cooperat ing.   I  do not  …[ indist inct ]  must  speak to them.   

 Then he went  on fur ther  to  say,  because I  was st i l l  

appear ing for  these cases that  I  was charged for ,  I  cannot  

remember the exact  date,  but  an appearance was coming 

soon,  so he said,  okay,  i t  is  not  a problem,  he wi l l  ge t  me at  

cour t  when I  appear.   So I  managed to get  someone to take 

me somewhere where I  went  in to  h id ing,  because I  know 20 

that  I  d id  not  do anyth ing wrong.   So when i t  came to the 

court  appearance,  I  happened to catch the f lu  at  that  t ime,  

so I  went  to  a doctor .   I  was actual ly  under the protect ion of  

my pastor ,  so he took me to the doctor  and I  got  a  

cer t i f icate and I  submit ted i t  to  the court .    
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 On the day,  the a t torney and f r iends of  Bevan 's that  

were at  the cour t  ca l led me and said,  you know,  you are 

lucky you d id not  come here because these guys came in 

here guns b laz ing looking fo r  you.   So at  that ,  I  was away 

f rom home for  about  18 months and I  d id  not  hear anyth ing  

of  the case.   I  approached an at torney who used to be wi th 

the DPP and he is  supposed to have fo l lowed i t  up  to f ind 

out  what  is  happening wi th the case and I  d id  not  hear f rom 

him.   Every t ime I  phoned h im,  I  could not  get  h im and go to  

h im.   So as t ime went ,  there was an ex -pol iceman that  I  10 

used to work wi th.   He happens to know the guy.   He is  a  

coloured guy …[ indist inct ] .   He approached the  guy and he 

said to  h im,  why are you doing th is  to  h im?  You know that  

i t  is  not  t rue,  what  has happened.   So h e said yes,  he was 

asked to do i t  by  Deena and they were going to help h im 

wi th a promot ion.    

 So,  fur ther ,  I  was just  fo r tunate ,  i t  sounds fa r -

fe tched,  but  I  was for tunate.   There is  an at torney that  was 

at  the Durban court  when th is  pol iceman walked in  to  the 

of f ice of  the prosecutor .   He is  not  the SPP,  but  the 20 

prosecutor  of ,  i t  was court  9 .   And they had a d iscussion.   

This pol i ceman was d iscussing the case wi th h im and he 

said to  h im,  the prosecutor  sa id to  h im,  you cannot  arrest  

h im.   You need to take a warning  statement .   But  ear l ie r ,  

when th is  ex -pol iceman said to  h im,  a quest ion about  what  
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he was doing,  he had said to  the pol iceman,  te l l  h im to 

come to my of f ice ,  I  wi l l  take a warning statement .   But  I  d id 

not  t rust  h im.    

 I  thought  they had an agenda having received a 

phone cal l  f rom that  pol iceman saying that  they were going 

to k i l l  me because a d iscussion was heard to tha t  ef fect .   

So I  was gone f rom home for  about  18 months.   That  is  the 

one point .   I  have never heard f rom i t  again.   I  do not  k now 

the case number,  but  I  d id  es tabl ish that  i t  was an 

in t imidat ion case whereby af te r  the shoot ing,  I  was 10 

gather ing,  and in format ion was coming my way.   One of  the  

pol icemen that  were a l legedly involved in  the shoot ing is  a  

capta in of  the Metro Pol ice.   I  rece ived re l iab le in format ion  

that  he had booked of f  on t rauma af ter  the shoot ing.    

 So I  d iscussed the mat ter  wi th  my at to rney and I  

gave h im the in format ion.   So he said  to  me,  i f  I  can 

establ ish the guy 's r ight  name,  because Capta in  China 

sounded l ike a n ickname,  and establ ish which branch he 

works at ,  because the Met ro has d i f ferent  regions that  they 

work in .   So I  knew a young man,  that  new Brevan and 20 

mysel f ,  so I  ca l led h im,  I  sa id,  look,  I  need help,  th is  is  what  

my at torney has asked me to do.   Can you te l l  me whether  

th is  guy 's name is  Capta in China or  has he got  another  

name,  and i f  you can say which department  he works in ,  

because the at torney needs to  correspond wi th tha t  
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department .    

 I  be l ieve that  that  was the contents of  the  

in t imidat ion,  that  youngster  opened in t imidat ion.   There is  

count  one and count  two was Capta in China h imsel f .   And I  

establ ished la ter  that  the e lements  of  th is  was that  he fe l t  

threatened that  I  asked that  in fo rmat ion.   And I  have not  

heard anyth ing of  that  case today.   That  i s  the one i tem.    

 So,  and then,  when Bevan was in  h id ing,  and IPID,  

the same IPID po l iceman that  was handl ing my daughter - in-

law's case,  he cal led me the one evening and he said  to  me,  10 

Greg,  do you know where Bevan is ,  which I  d id  no t  know.   

So I  sa id,  no,  I  do not  know where  he is .   So he sa id,  can 

you establ ish where he is ,  because they have got  re l iab le 

in format ion that  Cl ive is  sending guys to k i l l  Bevan.   They 

bel ieve he is  in  a  hote l  in  Umhlanga.   So I  went  to  h is  wi fe 

and I  asked her  to  ca l l  h im and I  gave h im the in format ion.   

He denied i t  a t  f i rs t ,  a t  that  t ime.    

 So I  went  and reported back to th is  pol i ceman.   He 

said,  look,  there  is  noth ing they can actual ly  do because 

they have got  the i r  team together ,  but  every scenar io that  20 

they look at ,  i f  they approach,  i t  would resul t  in  one of  the i r  

deaths.   So they cannot  in tervene.   Later ,  when I  spoke to 

Bevan,  he said to  me,  yes,  he was at  the hote l .   He d id not  

say the name of  the hote l .   But  he  said when I  phoned h im 

and to ld h im that ,  he le f t  the p lace.   That  i s  number two,  
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which I  th ink is  important .   So what  I  am saying that  i s  

because i t  would  show f rom the in format ion that  there was 

an in tent ion by Cl ive to k i l l  h im because the pol iceman said  

so,  and I  be l ieve i t  is  f rom a source that  c annot  be revealed 

for  ident i t y  purposes.   Ja,  so that  is  the second one.    

 The th i rd one I  want  to  say is  ear l ier  I  spoke on 

Capta in Var ley.   I  am saying h is name because I  a l ready 

ment ioned h is  name.   I  am going to ra ise th is  again .   I  am 

going to ment ion i t  again,  which to me was important  

because when these guys came wi th the …[ ind ist inct ]  10 

cases,  they never ment ioned i t  again af te r  that .   They 

pursued the case of  at tempted murder,  which they say 

happened at  the B luf f  meet .   Capta in Var ley was,  I  am not  

sure i f  I  sa id i t  ear l ier ,  Capta in Var ley was the Duty Of f icer .   

So when the shoot ing happens,  he has to go to the scene 

and wr i te  a repor t .   I  be l ieve that  report  was wr i t ten in  the 

of f ice under the  d i rect ion of  Capta in Deena Govender 

because he d id not  at tend the scene because there  was no 

scene to at tend.    

 Then they pursued th is  youngster  based on that  20 

at tempted murder  because when you,  even at  the court  they 

kept  saying i t  to mysel f  and the  at torney,  the at tempted 

murder he is  wanted fo r ,  which  d id no t  happen.   So 

basica l ly  they pursued h im on that .   And then when he was 

k i l led,  they charged h im for ,  that  group,  for  11 cases af ter  
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he was k i l led.   And the amazing th ing is  that  on the 1 s t  o f  

Apr i l  he was k i l led,  somebody charged h im on the pol ice 

system.   So they were charged for  11 cases af te r  they were  

dead.   So I  f ind i t  important  because i f  they had to make a 

case,  create a case,  that  te l l s  me they d id not  have 

anyth ing on h im to arrest  h im and I  th ink they d id not  want  

to  lose face to  C l ive  that  had paid them.  So I ,  the way I  

understood i t  was they had to  get  h im at  any cost  and they 

could do wi th h im what  they wanted.   I  thought  I  just  needed 

to ra ise that .    10 

 Last  i tem.   One of ,  the guy that  used to dr ive for  

Bevan,  I  d id  not  ment ion h is name ear l ier  but  I  wi l l  ment ion  

i t  now,  he at tended an accident  scene not  too long ago and 

he cal led me out  of  h is  own and he said,  you know,  I  have 

got  to  te l l  you th is .   I  d id  ment ion Capta in Bevan 's name 

before because he was par t  o f  the team.  He is  the guy that  

ment ioned to someone previously that  th is  shoot ing d id not  

happen because he was wi th them at  the B lue Lagoon when 

a phone cal l  came through saying  Bevan is  d r iv ing  around 

the B luf f  and they rushed th rough and thereaf ter  the  20 

shoot ing inc ident  was created.   But  at  that  t ime,  Bevan was 

at  home and the dr iver ,  Mr Eckhar t ,  he had been the dr iver  

and we got  v ideo footage of  the butchery where Eckhart  is  

going in  and out ,  yes,  and they would say,  maybe Bevan 

stayed in  the veh ic le.   But  I  am saying that  the hard dr ive 
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was taken because we could have proven that  Bevan was at  

home at  the t ime.   In  my opin ion,  they had no reason to  

remove that  hard  dr ive because i t  would not  help any case 

of  the i rs.   I  th ink i t  was to h ide the  evidence that  they were  

act ing incorrect ly  or  against  the law.    

 So,  on another  occasion,  the same Capta in Bevan,  

th is  guy phoned me,  the dr iver ,  and he says to me,  Capta in  

Bevan met  h im a t  the sea and Capta in Bevan,  they would 

d iscuss the mat ter ,  and Capta in Bevan said to  h im for  the  

second t ime to a  second person that  he was present  and 10 

there was no shoot ing that  took p lace.   They created that  

whole cr ime.   So to me,  that  is  key for  them pursuing h im on 

that  mat te r .   On the same scene,  the same dr iver  of  the 

vehic le sa id there was a pol iceman of  the local  s tat ion  

at tending,  which happened to be Wentworth.    

 Dur ing,  before the t ime of  h is  death,  I  th ink  

between January  and the  t ime he d ied,  there had been a 

shoot ing inc ident  in  Wentworth where people drove past  in  

vehic les,  i t  was on socia l  med ia and they were shoot ing at  

the f la t  area in  what  they cal led the F -sect ion area.   That  20 

was where one o f  the Carte l  leaders who is  now deceased 

had l ived and he was operat ing.   The pol iceman re lated to 

the dr iver  that  on  the day he was work ing,  there is  a p ic ture  

on socia l  media where one of  the  pol ice vans had holes in  

the windscreen where they were shot  at  by these guys.   He 
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sa id Deena approached h im and said to  h im that  he must 

say that  he saw Bevan shoot ing h im.   And my quest ion was,  

why I  th ink i t  is  important ,  i f  you have sol id  cases to ar rest  

Bevan,  why do you want  to  c reate another  fa lse case?  And 

I  wi l l  leave i t  there.   I  thought  that  had to be known.   So 

that  wi l l  add to why I  say that  they were hunt ing.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Any quest ions on what  Mr Lof tus has just  

sa id,  Mr S ikhakhane?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much …[ intervenes] .  10 

MR LOFTUS :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Lof tus.   

MR LOFTUS :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You are excused,  thank you.   

MR LOFTUS :    Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Good af ternoon,  Mr Mosik i l i .   

ADV MOSIKILI :   A f ternoon,  Chai r .   A f ternoon,  

Commissioners.   Chai r ,  we have a wi tness.   

CHAIRPERSON :    And you are excused unless you are 

support ing Mr Mosik i l i .  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai r .   I  wi l l  

take that .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Chai r ,  we have a wi tness,  Capta in 

Houston coming.   He is  just  on the other  wing,  but  I  have 

asked them that  they br ing h im down.   So perhaps we wi l l  
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need about  5 minutes just  to  set  h im up wi th the f i les,  

Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    You wi l l  ind ica te when you are  ready.   

Let  us adjourn.   

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  want  to  take a  chance and 

pronounce your surname because I  have heard d i f ferent  

vers ions of  the pronunciat ion.   Can you p lace your fu l l  

names on record,  p lease?  10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Good af te rnoon,  Chai r .   F i rs t  name 

is  Ashley,  second name is  Lynton,  and the surname is  

Houston.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Houston.   Thank you very much.   I  wi l l  

te l l  on h im.   Mr Lof tus pronounced the surn ame Houston.    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  sounds l i ke school .   I t  is  l ike 

the f i rs t  name,  Chai r .   I f  they say Ashley,  I  know i t  is 

Receiver  of  Revenue.   But  I  am cal led Lynton at  home.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Good af ternoon to you too.   

Thank you very much.   Wi l l  you be swear ing or  af f i rm ing?  20 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  wi l l  be swear ing,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ru th.   I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r igh t  hand and say,  “ So help 

me God”.  
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    So help me God.    

ASHLEY LYNTON HOUSTON    (du ly sworn states)   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  Capta in Houston 

would have been the f i rs t  respondent  to  the shoot ing  

inc ident  in  the Morningside.   That  is  the one that  we have 

been d iscussing re lat ing to the f ive young men that  were 

deceased wi th obviously Bevan Lof tus being at  the cent re of  

that  inc ident ,  Chai r ,  and h is ev idence wi l l  be conf ined to  

that .   But  a lso g iven h is exper ience of  38 years in  the pol ice  10 

and having worked in  Durban,  he wi l l  share some of  h is  

v iews on the connect ion between the tow t rucks,  the drugs,  

and to some extent  the in teract ion wi th the pol ice,  Chai r .    

 Chai r  wi l l  be using two f i les.   So there  is  a f i le  that  

i s  wr i t ten,  “Ashley Lynton Houston Statement” ,  and then we 

wi l l  be using f i le  2.   So concent rate on only those two f i les,  

Chai rperson,  for  the purpose of  th is  wi tness.   For  now,  

Chai r ,  le t  us look at  f i le  1,  which  is  f i le  1 in  terms of  h is  

statement .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [microphone of f ] .  20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    F i le  2.  

EXAMINATION-IN-CHIEF BY ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  you 

should have by you,  there is  a f i le  wi th  your statement  

ins ide.   You wi l l  see that  i t  says when you open the f i rs t  

page,  i t  says “ Index to statement ” ,  and then i t  says 
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“Descr ip t ion,  s tatement  of  Capta in Ashley Houston” .   Do 

you have that ,  Capta in?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  do,  I  do.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then i f  you f l ip  over ,  Capta in,  you wi l l  

see the actual  s ta tement .   Do you see that?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  do.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then i f  you go to page 12 of  that  

document ,  Capta in,  you wi l l  see that  there is  a s ignature  

there appended under  the name Ashley L Houston.   Do you 

conf i rm that  to  be  your s ignature?  10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  my s ignature,  Chai r .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then do you conf i rm that  the 

statement  you prepared,  i t  is  fo r  the Commission,  i t  is  

correct?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  conf i rm.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    And you stand by the contents thereto?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  do,  Chai r .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.   Capta in,  I  want  us to  go  

through your statement  just  to  assist  the Commission on the 

evidence that  you need to g ive,  but  do feel  f ree as  you go 20 

on to g ive bet te r  explanat ion where necessary,  and there 

might  be some quest ions that  a re  asking for  c la r i ty ,  e i ther  

f rom me or  the Commissioners.   I  would want  you to star t  

wi th  paragraph 1,  deal ing wi th the in t roduct ion,  but  p lease,  

Capta in,  do not  read out  your  ID number,  and a lso  do not  
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read out  your  ce l lphone number there,  and a lso do not  read 

out  your  home address.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So basica l l y  in  paragraph 1 you may just  

say he is  a 60 year o ld adul t ,  and that  i s  i t .    

ADV MOSIKILI :    That  is  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So perhaps,  Capta in,  you should just  

move on to your career  h is tory,  and there I  would suggest  

that  you should  just  h ighl ight  what  you consider  to  be  

sal ient  mat te rs,  that  is ,  summarize instead of  reading the  

whole,  ja .   10 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Page 2.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Ja,  k ickstar t  a t  paragraph 2 t hen.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay,  thanks,  Chai r .   My career  

h is tory was on the 31 s t  o f  March 2026,  I  re t i red as a  Capta in  

of  the South Af r ican Pol ice  Serv ice,  reason being is  I  had 

turned 60 on the 26 t h  of  March.   I  had 38 years ’  serv ice and 

31 days.   So I  went  on fu l l  re t i rement ,  Chai r .   My career  

h is tory in  the SAPS is  extensive as a resul t .   I  w i l l  on ly 

h ighl ight  a few achievements in  my par t  on th is  sta tement ,  20 

and I  wi l l  expand where necessary dur ing my ora l  test imony 

at  the Commission of  Inqui ry.    

 My ca reer  path as a pol iceman star ted in  1988,  the  

9 t h  o f  February.   I  completed my t ra in ing at  B ishop Lavis 

down in  the Western Cape where I  completed my basic  
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t ra in ing.   I  was p laced as a constable af te r  comple t ing my 

t ra in ing at  Sydenham SAP,  KZN,  Durban.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Sor ry,  Capta in.   I  see that  you are reading 

f rom the screen.   There is  an actual  physica l  f i le .   I  do not  

know i f  i t  w i l l  make i t  easier .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  can read o f  there.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Are you happy to read f rom the screen?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  can read of f  the f i le .   I  am good to 

read of f  the f i le ,  Chai r .    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  then …[ intervenes] .  10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    May I  just ,  i t  just  caught  my eye.   I  

prefer  to  read of f  the f i le .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Ja,  I  saw that  your  posture that  you seems 

to be st ruggl ing f rom the screen.   Thank you.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Thank you.   I  have a lways been in  

an operat ional  envi ronment  whi ls t  p laced at  SAPS,  

Sydenham.  I  was promoted 2 years la ter  in  1990 to a fu l l  

sergeant .   The reason why I  speak abo ut  fu l l  sergeant ,  pre -

1994 there was a rank in  the pol ice as a lance sergeant .   

You d id not  requi re to  wr i te  any exams.   You d id an in ternal  20 

assessment .   But  I  was busy at  Technicon RSA fur ther ing 

my studies.   In  1990,  sorry,  I  was thereaf ter  promoted to a  

warrant  of f icer  four  years af te r  serv ing as a fu l l  sergeant .   I  

cont inued my studies,  my second year studies at  Technicon 

RSA.    
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 I  have served 18 years at  SAPS,  Sydenham, which  

ended in  2004.   Dur ing my t ime a t  Sydenham, I  underwent  

d i f ferent  t ra in ing co urses,  inc luding,  but  not  l imi ted ,  sorry,  

inc luding the detect ive learn ing programme,  which was held  

in  Paar l ,  Western Cape.   I  underwent  a course there to  

become an accredi ted detect ive  because I  had moved,  

Chai r ,  f rom the f i rs t  par t ,  that  is  the uni fo rm envi ronment ,  

in to the detect ive .   So in  that  18 years,  I  had changed the 

dut ies that  I  was doing at  the s tat ion.   So I  became a 

detect ive and I  underwent  the course.   I  was successfu l  in  10 

complet ing the course and I  served at  the detect ive branch 

for  4 years.   That  was a l l  wi th in my f i rs t  18 years.    

 I  then,  af ter  4 years,  took a t ransfer  back to the  

V ispol  envi ronment  where I  became a team commander.   I  

went  back to an operat ional  envi ronment  where I  was not  

carry ing  or  doing invest igat ion.   I  was now work ing 

operat ional  as a cr ime prevent ion operat ive wi th members 

under my command.    

 In  2004,  when South Af r ica was tender ing fo r  the 

FIFA Wor ld Cup,  I  just  want  to  p lace emphasis on the year 20 

2004.   They may have been tender ing ear l ier .   I  am subject  

to  correct ion,  but  i t  was dur ing that  per iod I  was seconded 

to a shoot ing course where I  competed at  Veru lam shoot ing 

range wi th  the top 20 shoot is ts  in  South Af r ica.   I  excel led 

wi th a l l  three weapons and came up in  the top f ive .   So,  I  
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was immediate ly seconded to t ra in ing.   I  never went  back to 

the stat ion.    

 My sk i l l  was ident i f ied that  I  was a good shoot is t .   I  

am breaking my statement  down,  Mr Chai r ,  I  am breaking 

my statement  down because I  want  to  t ry  and keep i t  

shor ter  and i f  you p ick up someth ing,  p lease ,  you can ask 

me,  take me back.   Whi ls t  I  was at  t ra in ing,  I  fe l l  under  

Durban t ra in ing which was coord inated f rom the provincia l  

o f f ice.  I  underwent  courses to become an accredi ted t ra iner  

to  the bui ld -up.   So,  I  d id  my assessor examinat ion through 10 

a company Technicon RSA and I  went  on to do a 

moderators as in  weapons.   The uni t  s tandards that  I  was 

expert i z ing in  or  became accredi ted in  t ra in ing people was 

f i rearms wi th in the SAPS.    

 A t  the same t ime,  I  came up to Pre tor ia  and I  d id  a 

fur ther  course which was wi th regards to the EDTP at  

Pretor ia  Col lege.   I t  was an 8 week accredi ted course and 

due to becoming an assessor and moderator  wi th  SASSETA,  

I  appl ied because they had a detect ive course to moderate  

members that  underwent  invest igat ion courses.   So I  20 

became an assessor moderator  for  anyone who went  for  

that  t ra in ing.    

 Between 2004 and 2010,  I  a t tended var ious t ra in ing 

courses.   I  a lso  became a range of f icer  accredi ted.   I  

t ra ined down in  Addo and th is  was my per iod tha t  I  was 
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seconded to t ra in ing,  so I  was developed as an accredi ted  

range of f icer  and i t  was a prerequis i te  because I  worked 

wi th weapons and I  was t ra in ing people out  at  the  range.   

That  was a l l  members of  the SAPS in KZN,  especia l l y  the  

Durban area,  wou ld undergo,  f rom a constable to  a genera l ,  

a t tended thei r  t ra in ing,  the use of  weapons,  tact ica l  po l ic ing  

1 and tact ica l  po l ic ing 2,  as wel l  as,  I  d id  not  inc lude here,  

pyrotechs,  that  you wi l l  be t ra ined wi th stun grenades and 

other  pyrotechs that  we ut i l ize in  the pol ice dur ing our  

dut ies.    10 

 Soon af ter  the 2010 to fast  fo rward,  I  decided to  

take a t ransfer .   I  submi t ted to the current  Commissioner of  

the t ime who was a General  Ngid i .   My t ransfer ,  as there  

was no growth,  I  was a warrant  of f icer  and there  was no 

growth as in  terms of  there was no st ructure fo r  promot ion 

and I  was quest ion ing my growth  in  terms of  my career  path 

and I  requested to leave even though I  had become 

developed and t ra ined by the organizat ion or  the employer  

in  var ious departments.   I  requested to star t  a t  Mayvi l le  

where he was re luctant  at  f i rs t  to  s ign but  he was going out  20 

as on to ret i rement  and he,  wi th  my request  on my knees,  

he s igned my t ransfer  to  Mayvi l le .    

 So I  reported to Mayvi l le ,  the V ispol  envi ronment  as  

Operat ional  Commander.   I  was appointed by the  Stat ion 

Commissioner who was a Colonel  Van Zyl  a t  the t ime.   I  
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worked at  Mayvi l le  for  8 months and dur ing the 8 months,  

my name came up on the nat ional  l is t  where I  was promoted 

or  considered for  promot ion to a L ieutenant .   L ieutenant  is  

the o ld  rank.   I t  is  the rank that  was,  which is  now 

equivalent  to  the Capta in rank but  I  was pending at  the t ime 

a gr ievance of  where I  appl ied fo r  an Operat ional  

Commander 's  post  in  Br ighton Beach,  a Capta in rank and I  

took up the L ieu tenant  rank.   Wi th tak ing up that  rank,  I  

reported to,  I  was of fe red th ree posts so I  had to leave 

Mayvi l le  shor t ly  a f ter  8 months.    10 

 I  reported to the  provinc ia l  o f f ice  in  Durban and I  

was ident i f ied,  obviously,  management  knew and members  

knew my ski l ls  f rom t ra in ing and operat ions,  so  I  was 

ident i f ied to work in  an operat ional  envi ronment .   I  was 

seconded to Durban South that  is  to  focus main ly on the 

Wentworth area because gangster ism was r i fe ,  so I  had to  

deal  wi th  mysel f  and my fami ly  in  terms of  my secondment  

and I  made request  to  management  that  rather  they g ive me 

a post  out  in  Wentworth and le t  me take up a post  which 

they agreed to.  20 

 I  s igned the undertaking and I  took up a post  at  

Wentworth.   I  became the Operat ional  Commander heading 

the cr ime prevent ion at  Wentworth.   That  hap pened in  2010,  

Commissioner.   I  reported …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Before you move on,  would i t  be  fa i r  to  
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say  at  least  af ter  2010 as a  Range Of f icer  would i t  be  an 

overk i l l  to  say that  at  that  t ime you have become now an 

expert  in  the use of  f i rearms and accredi ted as a t ra iner?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  is  cor rect .   The sk i l l s  which I  

was accredi ted in to was the handgun,  the shotgun and the 

r i f le  which we used.   I  d id  develop and I  d id  become an 

expert  not  only  in  use but  a lso in  t ra in ing and fac i l i t a t ing,  I  

would say a marksman in  layman's language wi th the  

weapon.   I  would do what  you could  ca l l  I  would t ra in people  

who are average to medium to a h igh standard of  weapons 10 

wi th in the organizat ion.    

 For  example,  the  normal  s tat ion pol icemen wi l l  do  

an appl icat ion shoot  where they do a standing shoot  onto a  

target .   The dog uni ts  wi l l  do advanced shoot ing.   The TRT 

wi l l  do advanced shoot ings and I  wi l l  go on fu r ther  to  

ment ion why the TRT because the f i rs t  se lect ion of  the TRT,  

I  was par t  o f  i t  in  2010 .   I  wi l l  come back i f  there is  

quest ions ar is ing wi th regards to t ra in ing.    

 But  my arr iva l  a t  Wentworth,  I  arr i ved there for  one 

day and I  was conf ronted by management ,  a  Major .   That  20 

t ime the Major  rank was st i l l  l ike the L ieutenant  rank there  

and I  was in formed,  he was Act ing Stat ion Commissioner,  

that  the Cluster  Commander who was Br igadier  Mphete,  

requested me to report  to  h im immediate ly at  the c luster .   

Taking you back to my promot ion that  I  was awai t ing,  there  
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was a post ,  I  remember 1818.   I t  was in  2010 I  appl ied for  

that  very,  very same post  as Opera t ional  Commander where  

I  a  gr ievance going on.   I  came up number one.   I t  was 

over turned because of  equi ty  and I  kept  that  gr ievance even 

though I  came up on the nat ional  l is t .    

 So I  ended up in  that  very same post .   I  reported to 

the Br igadier  and when I  ar r ived there  he said th is  is  your  

team, you know what  you are doing and these are the  

stat ions you wi l l  po l ice wider  than Wentworth.   You wi l l  

focus on s ix  stat ions which fe l l  under Br ighton Beach 10 

c luster .   So I  was stat ioned at  Br ighton Beach,  overseeing 

…[indist inct ]  Br ighton Beach stat ion,  Wentworth,  Montc la i r ,  

Umbi lo,  Mayvi l le  and there was one more.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Cato Manor.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Cato Manor.   Sor ry,  I  missed that  

one.   I  am not  even looking at  my statement ,  Chai r ,  so I  am 

just  t ry ing to take i t  up forward quicker .   I  worked at  the 

Br ighton Beach as an Operat ional  Commander.   My dut ies 

were deal ing wi th gangster ism,  drugs.   We got  te rms that  

we use in  the pol ice as contact  cr im es,  t r io  cr imes and 20 

property cr imes.   Property c r ime,  for  example,  business 

robber ies,  house robber ies where property i s  taken,  

common robber ies on the road.    

 Pol ice generated cr imes was drug deal ing,  sa le of  

i l legal  l iquor ,  un l icensed premises,  so that  a l l  became my 
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package of  mandate to deal  wi th  in  the af fected areas which 

I  had to pol ice in  those pol ic ing  precincts.   And in  the 

contact  c r imes was the more ser ious ones as  in  the  

car jacking,  the t r io  c r imes,  car jacking,  business robbery  

and house robbery.   A l l  those marr ied my KPA’s  and my 

team that  was work ing wi th me in  those s ix  stat ions.    

 So I  went  up unt i l  2017.   There was a rest ructur ing  

in  the pol ice where they c losed c lusters down and they just  

changed the names to d is t r i c ts .   So I  was thereaf ter  

seconded to,  i t  could have been,  sor ry,  I  am subject  to  10 

correct ion,  could  have been 2015.   I  had moved on to  

Chatsworth c luster .   A t  that  t ime there was a General  as a  

Stat ion Commissioner,  but  I  repor ted to the c luster  where 

there was a Br igadier .   And  at  that  par t icu lar  s tat ion,  again,  

I  had to deal  w i th  …[ indist inct ]  but  s t i l l  on the  south,  

Bayview,  Chatsworth and in  those s ix  stat ions that  I  spoke 

about .   So I  had a wider  a rea but  I  was operat ing now f rom 

an of f ice in  Chatsworth where again there is  gangster ism,  

drugs,  there is  robber ies as I  ment ioned ear l ier .    

 I  s tayed at  that  par t i cu lar  of f i ce and operat ional  as  20 

the Operat ional  Commander.   I  worked wi th a team of  about  

40 members which  were seconded to me.   Right  up unt i l  

2017 I  was ident i f ied to  lead a  team in P inetown,  the  

Tact ica l  Response Team.  That  was the TRT.   So I  received,  

I  was cal led in  by  management  and I  was ident i f ied to deal  
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wi th  or  manage a  uni t  as I  had the t ra in ing and I  occupied 

the of f ice in  P inetown where the  hel ipad is  just  behind 

P inetown Pol ice Stat ion.   I  had a  team of  13 members.   I t  

was a smal l  TRT group.   That  group dur ing my tour  of  duty 

we would cover a l l  43 stat ions in  the province.   We wi l l  deal  

wi th  the cr imes I  have ment ioned,  addi t ional  to  that ,  tax i  

v io lence,  s t retch ing a l l  the way up to Newcast le ,  Ladysmi th,  

Kwadukuza,  Margate and we can th ink of  the KZN cluster .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  TRT Tact ica l  Response?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Tact ica l  Response,  the ones that  10 

…[indist inct ]  Cha i r .   So I  headed that  uni t  up unt i l ,  f rom 

2017 to 2019.   In  2020,  I  received a fu r ther  ca l l -up to report  

to  the province.   I  reported to a Br igadier  Kapp.   At  that  

t ime he was a fu l l  Colonel .   He is  current ly ,  I  th ink i f  he is 

s t i l l  there,  i f  he is  s t i l l  w i th in the age group,  he was Head of  

Operat ions at  the provinc ia l  o f f ice.   I  became the lead 

member or  the Commander of  one of  the task teams on the  

11 t h  f loor .   My dut ies,  again,  my KPA’s was to deal  wi th  

ser ious v io lent  cr ime,  as in  tax i  v io lence,  the drug 

problems,  and anyth ing the stat ion could not  handle wi th 20 

the d ist r i c t ,  then we would handle i t  f rom the province.   

When I  say hand le i t ,  we wi l l  go out  and we wi l l  po l i ce i t  

wi th  Cr ime Inte l l igence dr iven operat ions.    

 I  wi l l  a lso assist  as far  as,  l ike I  sa id,  Newcast le  

wi th the tax i  prob lems,  where there  was v io lence which was 
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h igh at  the t ime,  where I  would meet  teams of  Durban POP, 

that  is  our  crowd cont ro l .   So they would deal  wi th  c rowd 

cont ro l ,  but  they wi l l  u t i l i ze,  they had a smal l  sect ion that  

was deal ing,  se lected to deal  wi th  tax i  v io lence.   That  is  

people in  uni form.   I  wi l l  meet  them at  the dam outs ide 

Newcast le  and we wi l l  do our  operat ions,  i f  maybe in  

Newcast le .   That  is  just  a  smal l  example of  th is  task team 

that  I  was deal ing wi th.   We were V ispol .   We were in  

uni form,  we are easi l y  ident i f ied,  but  we were a team of  

c lose to 30 members there f rom the province.   I  worked in  10 

th is  team up unt i l  2021,  when,  sorry,  between 20 and 21,  

when I  cont racted COVID.   I t  was the f i rs t  var iant .   I  had i t  

ser ious,  and I  was one of  the last  in  my team of  about  35.   

We were  only 11  at  work when I  co l lapsed at  home,  and I  

ended up in  hospi ta l  fo r  a whi le .   I  was on oxygen for  a 

whi le  in  hospi ta l ,  and I  can say by God 's grace,  I  pu l led 

through,  because there was no medicat ion that  was work ing  

at  the t ime.    

 So,  on recovery,  I  went  in to the  wing,  because 

there was s l ight  memory loss,  so they needed,  the  doctors 20 

needed that  I  was not  medicated,  they needed to observe 

my cognizance and understanding and memory,  and wi th in 

three days af ter  coming out  of  h igh  care,  I  was d ischarged.   

I  was a b i t ,  i f  I  would use the terms,  para lyzed,  as I  could  

not  walk.   Those who had COVID would understand,  were  
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a f fected by COVID.   I  had i t  qu i te  ser ious where being 

physica l l y  f i t ,  a t  that  t ime,  a l though I  was a l re ady c lose to,  I  

was over  50,  bu t  I  was,  I  kept  mysel f  re lat ive ly  f i t ,  but  

gradual ly ,  I  progressed to get  mysel f  to  my f i tness.   I  

decided,  because of  my love for  my job,  to  report  back to  

the stat ion,  and I  s ta r ted where I  s tar ted in  2010.  

 I  went  to  Wentworth and I  had arrangements wi th  

the Stat ion Commissioner to  work two or  th ree hours  a day,  

and that  assisted  me wi th my memory loss,  as in  terms of  

what  I  had fo rgot ten dur ing my i l lness.   Once I  had 10 

recovered,  I  received a ca l l -up inst ruct ion.   I  was 

operat ional ly  invented wi th th is  gangster ism and th is  

v io lence that  was happening.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  can you just  g ive  me a  moment?  

Just  g ive  us a moment .   Thank you,  thank you,  Capta in.   

You can cont inue.   I  th ink we are just  wrapping up 

paragraph 9,  where you are g iv ing an account  a f ter  you 

came back f rom your recovery f rom Covid,  yes.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  rece ived a ca l l -up ins t ruct ion 

where I  had to report  to  Durban Cent ra l ,  to  the d ist r ic t  task  20 

team.  That  was the team that  I  ran previously,  but  not  f rom 

Durban,  f rom Chatsworth.   On my ar r iva l  a t  the d ist r ic t  task  

team, I  was able to  speak to the General  that  was cur rent ly  

there,  and I  made a request  that  I  do not  want  to  t ravel  

wide.   I  was st i l l  on a recovery process physica l ly ,  and I  
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needed some space,  and I  prefer red to rather  go down to 

Durban Cent ra l ,  because cr ime was ext remely h igh in  the 

c i ty .    

 She agreed,  and again there wi th consul tat ion wi th  

the Stat ion Commissioner,  I  was p laced as an Operat ional  

Commander where a l l  the operat io nal  members,  the b ike  

uni t ,  cr ime prevent ion members,  and the b ike,  the f ie ld  uni t  

members fe l l  under my d i rect  command,  whereas 

operat ional  wi th  them.  In  my statement  in  that  paragraph,  I  

ment ioned something that  we were able in  the  f i rs t  year  to  10 

reduce where  business robber ies were ext remely h igh,  to  

reduce wi th the st rategies I  implemented jo in t ly  wi th  the  

team, our  c r ime to 43%, by 43%.  So we had lo ts of  

businesses,  chain stores l ike the Pedro 's,  the Nando's  

get t ing robbed,  the Tops L iquors,  and we pu rsued suspects,  

brought  them to book,  and that  resul ted in  a drop of  cr ime 

in  the c i t y  dur ing that  per iod.   That  is  basica l l y  where I  was 

operat ive unt i l  I  was summoned on the 1 s t  or  the 23 r d .   May 

I  proceed wi th tha t?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  we are on page 4.   20 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Page 4,  10.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    So you wi l l  s tar t  a t  paragraph 10 under  

the topic “ re levant  background,  then that  wi l l  be  deal ing 

with the inc ident  of  the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  Capta in,  and th is  i s  
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rea l ly  out  of  in te rest ,  in  that  paragraph 9,  you ment ioned 

t r io  c r imes.   What  is  that?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Tr io  cr imes is  our  ser ious cr imes 

l ike car jacking,  business robbery,  and house robbery.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    May I  proceed,  Chai r?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.   Yes,  proceed.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    On the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023,  I  want  to  

say th is ,  Chai r ,  I  know I  had consul ted  wi th the Evidence 

Leaders,  and there was a back and for th,  because I  am not  10 

at  work,  I  am ret i red,  wi th  my t imel ines,  so I  d id  not  have 

anyth ing that  was accurate,  and I  do not  want  to  fo l low any 

socia l  media,  so I  had to look in to proper t imel ines,  

because i t  was a sworn statement  I  was going to be making,  

so  I  want  to  p lace emphasis  on that  I  knew i t  was,  where I  

was on th is  par t i cu la r  day,  and I  knew more or  less i t  was 

mid-af te rnoon,  so  I  …[ indist inct ]  13:20 p.m. ,  around about  

then.   On the 1 s t  o f  Apr i l  2023 at  13:20 I  was at  Ridge Road,  

Berea,  when I  received the cal l  v ia  our  radio cont ro l ,  that  is  

Fly ing Squad,  of  a  shoot ing at  3 :40,  the 6 t h  f loor ,  20 

Morningside f la t  which is ,  which I  immediate ly proceeded to 

whi ls t  I  was pat ro l l ing.    

 To g ive you t imel ines of  d r iv ing normal ,  I  was never  

a speed dr iver ,  I  a lways took a s lower vehic le,  gave i t  to  the  

younger people,  i t  would take me under 5 minutes wi th  
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normal  t ra f f ic  to  get  there,  that  is  how c lose I  was to th is  

par t icu lar  scene.   Af ter  receiv ing th is  in format ion,  I  arr i ved 

at  the scene,  I  enroute summoned one of  my cr ime 

prevent ion vehic les wi th a senior  warrant  of f icer  wi th  h is  

crew.   He had three members on a double cab.   I  sa id  

p lease meet  me because I  am responding to a possib le  

shoot ing,  which he d id and upon arr iva l  a t  th is  par t i cu lar  

address,  I  drove down a dr iveway which had boom gates as 

wel l  as a guard house and in  th is  guard house was Sergeant  

Zwane and coincidenta l l y  I  knew h im for  many years as a 10 

pol iceman,  he a lso  worked in  the short  t ime at  Mayvi l le  

under my command in  the cr ime prevent ion,  so I  was able to  

ident i fy  h im.   He was in  the guard  house wi th two secur i t y  

guards and I  asked h im what  is  going on because f rom the 

road or  f rom the dr iveway we could not  see anyth ing in  that  

f la t .   I t  is  a  long dr iveway going down and then i t  is  

…[indist inct ]  you go in to the bui ld ing.   And he conf i rmed 

that  there is  an operat ion and there is  a posi t i ve shoot ing.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  sorry to  d is turb you.   Just  to  be 

c lear ,  when you received th is  radio cont ro l  ca l l ,  there has 20 

been some instances where i t  was suggested that  i t  was a 

domest ic  v io lence.   On your  ca l l ,  can you c lar i f y  i t  was a 

shoot ing or  was there even speci f i c  i t  was a pol ice shoot ing 

or  what ,  what  exact ly  d id you,  i f  you can recal l .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No,  c lear ly  i t  was a pol ice shoot ing.   
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I  would  have not  responded to a domest ic  v io lence wi th the  

type of  job I  was doing in  Durban Centra l .   I  would have 

only responded,  but  I  remember c lear ly  i t  was a shoot ing.   

Noth ing about  domest ic  v io lence came to me.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Just  to  ment ion,  before I  went  in ,  

the veh ic le I  was dr iv ing was a  marked Nissan Navara 

double cab,  regist rat ion BWK575B.   The “17”  must  come out  

there.   Sorry,  i t  is  557B.   The regist rat ion is  wrong.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    55?  10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    7B.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    7B,  so not  …[ indist inct ] .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Okay,  I  wi l l  cor rect  on my statement  

…[intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  on ly p icked i t  up now,  I  am sor ry,  

Chai r ,  the regist rat ion number.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I t  i s  an incorrect  one.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    No,  we have corrected that .  20 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay.   I  asked Zwane to accompany 

me in ,  in to the complex.   I  d rove my van and I  am sure as  

seen on TV those who have seen,  there was only one pol ice  

van that  was parked,  a marked vehic le,  in  that  f la t .   That 

was the vehic le I  was dr iv ing.   There was no other  pol i ce  
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cars where I  was parked,  or  pol ice vehic les.   I t  was 

loadshedding,  Chai r ,  a t  the t ime,  so  when I  got  ou t  of  the 

vehic le and t r ied to manoeuvre quick ly to  the l i f ts  to  get  up  

because I  was looking up in to  the  bui ld ing whether  there  

was movement  of  members.   The l i f ts  were jammed so we 

had to use the sta i rcase to get  up.   So I  had to walk  four  to  

f ive f l ights of  s ta i rs  up,  which was not  a problem,  but  I  

walked up.   Upon arr iv ing at  the f la t  ent rance,  the f la t  is  L -

shaped i f  I  should  descr ibe i t .   

 I  walked in  the d i rect ion that  I  am facing,  th is  way,  10 

st ra ight  down,  then I  walked L -shaped.   The f la t  was r ight  

on the end.   When I  got  there,  there were a  few members  

standing outs ide,  p la in c lo thes,  faces c ladded,  and I  was 

approached by Capta in Deena Govender,  who is  now 

Lieutenant  Colonel .   I  know him,  he knows me,  because 

they have a lso received weapon t ra in ing f rom me.   I  t ra ined 

them, DPCI,  when there were st i l l  the Scorp ions,  they came 

for  the t ra in ing by  me.    

 So I  to ld  h im I  was there because of  the shoot ing.   

He is  aware that  I  am Operat iona l  Commander in  Durban,  20 

and I  sa id I  would  l ike to  go in  just  to  ver i f y  what  i s  actual ly  

happening.   Whi ls t  we conversed and he a l lowed m e to walk  

in  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Sorry,  before you get  there,  Capta in,  was 

i t  your  understanding that  at  least  the f i rs t  person that  
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approached you,  d id i t  appear that  he was the  leader of  the  

team?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Okay.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    He was the leader of  the team.  I  

knew that  team.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Okay.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  knew that  team.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    And when you say there were f i ve other  

members,  can you recal l  the i r  names?  10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  know the  mem bers.   There was,  I  

may not  know the  members of f  name,  the two NIU members.   

There were two members f rom NIU,  Nat ional  In tervent ion.   

There was a Capta in China that  I  saw there f rom Metro,  a  

Warrant  Of f icer  S ivan and Warrant  Of f icer  Deena.   There  

could have been,  I  d id  see Pedro.   At  that  t ime,  I  th ink he 

was a Warrant  Of f icer ,  recent ly  p romoted I  th ink af ter  th is ,  

but  I  saw h im and I  saw one whi te  other  member which  was 

unknown to me.   But  I  eventual ly  found out  la te r  he was 

f rom Organized Cr ime Pietermar i tzburg,  but  they were a l l  up  20 

there.    

 Just  to  ind icate the ent rance of  the f la t ,  i t  had a 

l i t t le  passageway that  you needed to get  to  the door .   They 

had a p iece of  tape there and on request  to  Capta in  Deena 

Govender to  a l low me in,  which he d id,  I  was stopped by 
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Warrant  Of f icer  S ivan.   He asked me where I  am going to  

and what  am I  do ing.   And not  to  get  in to any arguments  

wi th h im,  Warrant  Of f icer  Deena sa id,  sor ry,  Capta in  Deena 

Govender sa id,  i t  is  f ine,  the Capta in wi l l  be able to  ident i fy  

these people .   I  th ink that  s tatement  was made because 

they knew I  worked in  the south.   They knew where  I  came 

f rom t ra in ing and I  have been long,  I  have only been in  th is  

province for  pol ic ing so i t  was common course I  wou ld know 

most  of  the people l ike they would  know me in the Durban 

area.   I  walked th rough …[ intervenes] .  10 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  just  be fore you walked in to the  

f la t ,  is  i t  a  fa i r  in terpretat ion to say that  conversat ion would 

have a l luded to a  suggest ion  at  least  that  they d id not  know 

the ident i ty  of  the  people that  were shot?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  would th ink so.   I  would th ink so,  

because i t  was st range.   One of  Deena’s  body damage was 

l i ke,  you know,  quick,  le t  the Capta in th rough.   He wi l l  be 

able to  ident i fy .   I  th ink he t r ied to just i fy  th is  i s  Capta in 

Deena Govender,  t ry ing to just i fy  to  Warrant  Of f icer  S ivan 

was coming out  f rom there,  the Capta in wi l l  be able to  20 

ident i fy .   I  th ink that  is  the only reason that  just i f ied h im,  

say okay,  you can go through.   Otherwise,  maybe I  would  

have had a problem,  but  I  wou ld have been pers is tent  

because I  was the f i rs t  responder there.   I  was responding 

to that  shoot ing.    
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 So I  walked through and led by  Capta in Deena 

Govender as I  en tered the f la t ,  the door was s l ight ly  a jar .   

As I  entered the f la t ,  I  saw the f i rs t  deceased lay ing  on the 

f loor .   And I  walked down fur ther  and to the r ight ,  which was 

l ike  b l ind  s ide of  the  passage that  I  entered,  there were,  the  

other  four  deceased were lay ing there.   I  was able  wi th a  

quick g lance a very short  whi le  stay in  t he f la t ,  because I  do  

not  want  to  contaminate anyth ing.   I  knew i t  i s  a scene of  

cr ime.   I  am just  going to conf i rm,  look in  and hoe many 

they have checked.   But  wi th  that  I  had moved my eyes 10 

around the f la t  qu ick ly ,  was not  going to contaminate  

anyth ing.   I  knew i t  was a scene of  cr ime.    

 Wi th that ,  I  moved my eyes around the f la t  qu ick ly ,  

just  i t  is  my f i rs t  t ime going in  here.   I  looked at  i t  and I  

then wi thdrew.   But  I  made out  or  ident i f ied two of  the f i ve  

males.   I  ident i f ied the la te Bevan Lof tus an d I  ident i f ied the 

second male,  wh ich I  knew as Ryan.   I  do not  know his  

surname.   I f  I  hear  i t ,  I  wi l l  say i t  is .   I  d id  not  know his 

surname,  but  I  knew him f rom socia l  media and f rom a lo t  

spoken on the st reets.    20 

 I  saw a v ideo,  Chai r ,  o f  h im shoot ing on h is  

wedding day wi th  an AK-47 on socia l  media.   Just  which 

p lat fo rm i t  i s ,  i s  i t  popped up on the T ikTok.   I  am only on 

WhatsApp and TikTok.   I  am not  on Facebook,  Ins tagram, 

and a l l  these other  th ings.   So I  wondered who was th is  
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guy,  and there is  the same guy that  was ly ing in  the f la t .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Capta in,  in  the  statement  you say Ryan 

Santos.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Ja,  that  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ cross- ta lk ing] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  would have conf i rmed by making 

my statement ,  because I  made my statement  recent ly ,  but  at  

that  t ime I  on ly knew him as Ryan.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  d id  no t  know him by surname.  10 

When I  came out  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Before you go out ,  Capta in,  you say at  

paragraph 16 ,  you conf i rmed that  f ive males were shot  dead 

and perhaps i t  is  a  pedant ic  quest ion,  but  how do you know 

they were dead?  Did you check the  pulse?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    The damage done there,  there is  no  

way of  surv iva l .   Everyone had head shots,  leave the body 

shots.   I  know exact ly  the k i l l i ng  spots on  your body,  so  as  

a weapon expert ,  I  am saying th is  as a shoot is t ,  test  me,  I  

know exact ly  where the k i l l i ng shots went  to .   So they a l l  20 

had head shots.   I  d id  not  even scrut in ize the  bodies.   

There was no need.   Whether  they were shot  f ive  t imes,  

once or  three t imes,  but  they were deceased,  these guys 

were gone.    

 I  got  there,  Chai r ,  I  want  to  ment ion,  I  got  there  
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very quick ly and I  would say so f rom my exper ience in  terms 

of  the b lood spla t ter  o r  the spinning or  the b leeding of  the  

deceased,  i t  had not  even set t led.   The b lood was s t i l l  very 

f resh.   I t  had not  even star ted to dry.   So that  is  how quick I  

was at  that  scene.   And when I  say quick,  I  could have 

been,  i f  I  were  to  use my exper ience going to sho ot ings in  

progressing  the CBD, which I  d id  cash in  t ransi ts .   I  have 

done shoot ings in  tax i  ranks where i t  is  s t i l l  happening.   I  

can hear the shots.   I  would have been there wi th in easy 

hal f  an hour at  the most .   In  fact ,  ha l f  an hour would take 10 

me f rom Durban to Mar i tzburg dr iv ing normal .   But  I  would  

have been there wi th in minutes af ter  I  got  the cal l .   

 So whoever ra ised a larm to 10111 wi th a compla int ,  

heard shots,  that  is  a shoot ing,  that  is  when I  immediate ly 

sa id I  am going and I  have broken the rad io and cal led one 

of  my …[ indist inc t [  to  say back me,  we have got  a posi t i ve  

shoot ing.   So,  I  am speaking about  the b lood,  because when 

you come to a scene and you see b lood is  s tar t ing to dry,  i t  

gets a d i f fe rent  smel l ,  i t  g ives of f  a  d i f ferent  smel l .   When I  

walked in  there I  could not  even smel l  b lood.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    From your exper ience or  even 

in format ion that  you may have subsequent ly  obta ined,  what 

is  your  est imat ion ,  are you able to  est imate how soon af te r  

the shoot ing inc ident  the cal l  would  ha ve come through,  the 

d ist ress cal l  would have come through and you then end up 
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a t  the scene?  And I  ask,  because the previous wi tness 

speaking about  task teams said  something about  of ten  

these members o f  task teams they take long to in form,  to  

report  the inc ident  to  IPID and IPID takes forever .   Are you 

able to  g ive us an est imate?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Chai r ,  I  wi l l  comment  on that  

because I  have been fo l lowing the Commission f rom day 

one,  not  because of  th is .   I  never knew I  wi l l  be s i t t ing here 

one day.   But  just  f i rs t l y  to  answer the f i rs t  par t  o f  your  

quest ion,  how soon i f  a  d is t ress cal l  is  made on the  radio to  10 

our  cont ro l  room and i t  is  re layed to us,  I  would say that  ca l l  

could have come very soon af ter  that  shoot .   I f  i t  was 

delayed by 10,  15 minutes,  the b lood would have star t  to  

dry a l though i t  is  winter .    

 Wi th  regards to where  I  am going to now is  what  do  

I  do af te r  I  conf i rmed i t  is  posi t ive shoot ing.   I  am not  

asking Warrant  Of f icer  Deena quest ions,  who shot .   I  now 

need to ca l l  a l l  the ro le -p layers.   What  I  used to do on a  

state phone is  to  put  an act ive cr ime scene because i t  

becomes a cr ime scene.   But  I  chose not  to  do because now 20 

I  have d i f ferent  uni ts  involved here .   I t  is  a  task team and i t  

is  a  var ie ty of  members.   So I  l ia ise wi th radio  cont ro l  o f  the  

radio and I  request  that  they get  a l l  the ro le -p layers,  and 

the ro le-p layers  I  ca l led fo r  was the ambulance.   The 

ambulance wi l l  do the cer t i f icat ion  even though I  knew they 
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were deceased.   The pat ro l  van to  come open a case.   The 

detect ives that  are in ,  we have got  detect ives that  s i t  in  the 

charge of f i ce which at tend to c r ime scenes.   

 So you do not  need to ca l l  a  de tect ive f rom his  

house 24/7.   They are in  the stat ion .   So as soon as there is  

a c r ime scene,  they leave the stat ion.   They mobi l ise and 

leave the stat ion.   The Duty Of f i cer ,  the  Stat ion 

Commissioner  and the Branch Commander.   I  do not  go as  

far  as knowing wi th eth ics i f  the Provincia l  Commissioner or  

the Dist r i c t  Commissioner wi l l  be  involved,  they would be 10 

contacted by the Sta t ion Commissioner who d id ar r ive.   But  

when I  ar r ived there …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ microphone of f ]  c lar i f y  

what  Commissioner Baloyi  is  asking.   You were not  ca l led 

by the pol icemen involved in  the shoot ing.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No,  I  was cal led …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You received the cal l  v ia  a d is t ress  

cal l  where a member of  the publ ic  would have sa id there  

has been a shoot ing.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    There is  a shoot ing,  that  i s  correct .   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  because the ear l ie r  w i tnesses 

Commissioner Ba loyi  i s  refer r ing to,  they were cr i t ic ised 

because they would take t ime before they cal led other  

teams to come and assist  in  the scene.   So you were not  

cal led by the shooters or  …[ intervenes] .  
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No,  I  was not  ca l led by the shooters.   

I  wi l l  comment  about  that  wi th  the previous wi tness,  

because the ro le -p layers is  a lso IPID.   I t  is  a  pol i ce  

shoot ing.   Whether  i t  is  a  d ischarge or  d ispensing o f  a  stun  

grenade,  IPID gets ca l led out .   I  want  to  comment  on that  

because I  fo l lowed i t  and,  you know,  somet imes we can hold   

post -mortems on what  has been said,  and I  watched th is  

f rom home yesterday that  f i rs t l y ,  no member that  is ,  l ike  

me,  operat ional  wi th  a r i f le ,  go ing to c lear  a house where 

there is  suspects.   No operat ional  member has IPID's 10 

number on thei r  phone,  speed d ia l .   I  used to car ry  a state 

phone,  know IP ID ’s number.   Even i f  IP ID has contacted me 

for  s tatements fo r  my members involved wi th a l legat ions of  

shoot ing,  assaul t ,  corrupt ion,  whatever  i t  may be the y are  

invest igat ing.  

 So when you deal  wi th  radio cont ro l ,  that  cont ro l le r  

s i lences everyone on the radio.   That  cont ro l le r  ext racts  

your  in format ion and makes sure a l l  the ro le -p layers,  they 

actual ly  go in to more deta i l ,  what  f i rearm was used?  What  

is  the ser ia l  number?  And then I  say,  hold the lo rry,  ca l l  20 

me,  because we speak in  where  everyone is  l i s tening to 

th is .   Even i f  that  radio 's  been scanned,  everyone is  

l is tening to a shoot ing scene.  

 So we t ry  and keep i t  where l im i ted in format ion  

leaks out  where  i t  should not  be leaked out ,  as in  terms of  
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who we are cal l ing out ,  the protocols.   So I  would say,  ca l l  

me.   And I  would say,  get  IPID,  get  th is  person,  get  that  

person.   On the s tory about  not  ca l l ing IPID,  no operat ive or  

member I  know a l l  the years in  the pol ice wi l l  ca l l  IP ID out  

themselves.   That  has to be done by radio cont ro l  o r  i f  you 

have got  a Vox in  your  stat ion and that  Vox moni tor ing.   

Because i t  is  a  pol i ce shoot ing or  inc ident  involv ing  

escaping …[ indist inct ]  po l i ce,  they wi l l  contact  IP ID .   Now 

just  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ cross- ta lk ing]  10 

ment ioned a Duty Of f icer .   What  is  the ro le of  the Duty  

Of f icer  in  that  scenar io that  you have just  descr ibed?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    The Duty Of f icer  wi l l  come and he 

wi l l  ver i f y  that  a l l  h is  members are there and he w i l l  do a 

factual  or  she w i l l  do a factual  report  on actual ly  what  

t ranspi red.   So we wi l l  come and in terv iew a l l  the ro le -

p layers that  were involved at  that  scene,  not  necessar i l y  

take thei r  s tatements.   And then when t hey go back to the  

stat ion and statements are now being conf ined and p laced 

in to the docket ,  he wi l l  do or  she wi l l  do a f ina l  report  20 

because they need to escalate everyth ing.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So I  in ter rupted you.   Duty  Of f icer  

does not  ca l l  IP ID.   So te l l  us who cal ls  IPID.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    The cont ro l lers,  because thei r  

numbers are r igh t  there.   In  10111,  i f  I  say now there is  a 
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shoot ing here,  accidenta l  d ischarge,  i t  is  a  pol ice shoot ing,  

radio cont ro l  here in  Pretor ia  wi l l  ca l l  IP ID immediate ly  

because i t  i s  our  miss ion.   You deal  wi th  radio cont ro l ,  not  

the shoot is t .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i f  there is  a delay in  ca l l ing IPID,  

the faul t  is  not  to  the pol ice  …[ intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I t  i s  not  the  pol ice.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    … i t  is  radio cont ro l .    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Ja.   I  just  want  to  te l l  you the f l ip  

s ide of  the coin,  Chai r .   Operat ional ly ,  I  went  out  f rom a lo t  10 

of  locat ions where my members or  mysel f  was involved in  a  

shoot  where IPID was under - resourced or  could not  get  a 

vehic le in to,  le t  us just  say a 4x4,  they d id not  have,  they 

had a normal  sedan to get  in to a rura l  area or  a dangerous,  

vo lat i le  a rea where we wi l l  go and upl i f t  them, meet  them 

hal fway in  a safe  p lace and br ing them to the cr ime scene.   

That  is  a lso a delay.    

 But  real i s t i ca l l y  speaking,  my exper ience is ,  and 

th is  i s  the t ruth,  i t  is  gospel ,  when i t  comes to IPID,  they do 

not  at tend a l l  scenes.   So when IP ID is  contacted,  i t  is  l ike  20 

contact ing f ingerpr in ts or  fo rensics.   There is  a re ference 

number that  is  g iven.   So i f  the standby member does not  

come out  because of  a log ist i ca l  problem,  because they 

overs lept  o r  they d id not  answer the i r  phone,  then there is  a 

reference number  g iven.    
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 That  reference number is  g iven to  the Duty Of f icer  

and i t  is  endorsed in  the docket  because when we s i t  as  

management  the next  morning,  and we are d iscuss ing the  

cases,  not  just  that  par t icu la r  case,  we say there  was a  

pol ice shoot ing,  were a l l  ro le -p layers there,  d id the  

detect ives go?  They must  comment .   Did the LCRC come?  

That  is  a f ingerpr in t ,  forensic people,  yes.   How long d id the 

mortuary take,  because they d ispatch f rom Pietermar i tzburg 

to come to Durban.   A l l  those th ings get  accounted for .   So 

i f  IP ID d id not  come,  then i t  is  endorsed in  the invest igat ion  10 

d ia ry,  IPID d id not  at tend.   They could come two days or  

three days la ter  and come s ign fo r  the docket  and take the  

docket  away.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you,  Capta in.   We have 

d igressed a b i t ,  so maybe you can go back to your  

statement .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Thanks,  s i r .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Sorry,  Commissioner Baloyi ,  just  on that  

point ,  just  to  wrap i t  up,  is  i t  a  fa i r  understanding of  your  

test imony that  i f  there is  an expectat ion or  a pol icy that  the 20 

shoot is t  ought  to  ca l l  IP ID immedia te ly,  that  is  not  real i s t i c 

and i f  th is  Commission was to consider  some of  the 

reforms,  i s  to  deal  wi th  some of  those issues that  i t  is  not  

what  actual ly  happens in  real i ty ,  that  the shoot is t  wi l l  be the 

one who cal ls  IPID to come to at tend to the scene,  i s  that  a  
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fa i r  understanding of  your  …[ indist inct ] .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I t  is  not ,  the onus is  not  upon the 

shoot is t .   I  s t ick  by that .   There  are ro le -p layers  at  that  

scene to make sure,  but  when the d ist ress cal l  goes out  to  

radio  cont ro l ,  the t ranscr ip ts are there.   They in form,  

contact  IPID.   And i f  IP ID has been delayed,  they wi l l  

re i te rate and say,  p lease cal l  IP ID out  to  the scene.   The 

scene cannot ,  no  pol ice shoot ing,  no escaping,  IPID has to  

be there,  wi l l  go wi thout  IPID being there.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    So in  shor t ,  that  expectat ion is  not  cor r ect  10 

then?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I t  is  not  cor rect  for  the shoot is t  to  

ca l l .   The onus is  not  upon them.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   Capta in,  I  th ink you 

deal t  wi th ,  when you were deal ing wi th Commissioner 

Baloyi ,  when i t  comes to Ryan,  can you deal  wi th  then 

paragraph 17 and 18,  because you said you were  able to  

ident i fy  Bevan Lof tus.   Can you then expla in  to  the 

Commission how were you able to  ident i fy  h im and in  those 

instances,  you deal  wi th  the inc idences where you have met  20 

h im previously.   C an you deal  wi th  that ,  p lease?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Commissioner,  in  2010 when I  was 

based,  between 2010 and 15 in  Durban,  sor ry,  in  Durban 

South at  Wentwor th,  the  la te  Bevan Lof tus was a  notor ious 

f igure a l ready.   The Stat ion Commissioner at  the t ime I  was 
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serv ing,  co inc identa l l y  was my S tat ion Commissioner at  

Mayvi l le  when I  a rr i ved there for  those few months.   He was 

a Colonel  Van Zyl ,  which was study ing h is LLB,  and once he 

achieved i t ,  he had taken ear ly  pension or  res igned,  but  

co inc identa l l y ,  he  got  p romoted to  a fu l l  Colonel ,  and he 

was moved to Wentworth as a Stat ion Commissioner.   

 So when I  had taken up a post ,  I  ended up work ing  

under my ex -Sta t ion Commissioner,  which I  served fo r  8  

months.   So there was a re lat ionship.   When I  a r r ived he 

said immediate ly,  I  know you know what  you are  doing,  10 

Houston,  th is  is  your  team, f ix  th is  gangster ism th ing up 

that  is  happening,  f ix  th is  p roblem,  which that  i s  how we 

spoke at  a management  level  in  abstent ion of  our  members.   

So I  would st ra tegize  how we would  go,  e i ther  doing 

roadshows or  doing proact ive pol ic ing or  react ive pol ic ing,  

whatever  we d id to  improve the s i tuat ion.    

 But  coming back to how I  could  ident i fy  Bevan,  

Bevan was ar rested by me on request  of  the  Stat ion 

Commissioner  saying there  is  a  case opened,  I  do not  have 

the case number,  by the way,  where he had th reatened to 20 

shoot  a pol iceman.   The pol iceman's name was Warrant  

Of f icer  James.   He was work ing in  the Cr ime Prevent ion  

Uni t ,  but  not  d i rect  under me.   He worked a l ternat ive to the 

group that  I  was work ing.   And what  the  Stat ion  

Commissioner d isc losed to me was that  nobody wants to  
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ar rest  h im as to  go for  h im because there was a fear .   

Sor ry,  I  am just  having water ,  Chai r .    

 So I  d id  a pat ro l  wi th  my team.  I  looked fo r  Bevan.   

I  could not  f ind h im.   I  d id  not  go in to the B luf f  a rea,  which  

was l i ke beyond my pat ro l  area when I  was at  Wentworth.   I  

le f t  i t  and I  sa id,  I  wi l l  obviously come across h im because 

he is  notor ious in  the Wentworth area.   I  was coming f rom 

the area which I  l i ve,  I  am  not  going to ment ion i t  be fore the 

panel .   On the M4 I  was heading,  and as I  came of f  the M4 

in to the Wentworth area,  there was a patch,  they cal l  i t  the 10 

patch,  where I  saw these three tow t rucks parked.   I t  was,  I  

was going to star t  duty about  10  o 'c lock in  the morning  

because I  used to  work a f lex i .    

 I  was a lone,  I  a lways worked a lone on my vehic le .   

I  had my members c lose in  other  vehic les,  and I  saw h im.   I  

approached h im,  and he knew who I  was because they 

a l iased me Robocop in  Wentworth .   Obviously ,  I  was fu l l y  

at t i red when I  worked wi th equipment ,  but  I  approached h im 

and I  sa id to  h im,  you are a person of  in terest .   I  know that  

you carry a f i rearm,  I  know tha t  you have a l icensed 20 

f i rearm,  but  I  need you to make your f i rearm safe and hand 

i t  to  me,  I  am taking you in ,  the detect ives need to speak to 

you.    

 He was standing wi th about  e igh t  guys there,  by  

these th ree tow t rucks.   They were smoking whatever ,  some 
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form of  drugs,  i t  could have been Dagga.   I  was not  

in terested in  that .   I  was a lone,  but  I  managed to apprehend 

h im,  p laced h im in my vehic le,  f ron t  seat ,  and I  drove h im to  

the pol ice stat ion .   But  I  had h is f i rearm wi th me,  i t  was a 

9mm pisto l .   When I  got  to  the sta t ion,  I  took h im s t ra ight  

upsta i rs ,  and I  in fo rmed the Stat ion Commissioner of  the 

t ime to p lease get  hold of  the invest igat ing of f icer .   So he 

has access on a computer  to  see who is  car ry ing the  

docket ,  because he is  an outstanding suspect  fo r 

in t imidat ion case where he threatened to k i l l  a  pol i ceman,  a 10 

warrant  of f icer .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Capta in,  when you are to ld that  he is  

notor ious,  and no one wants to  ar rest  h im,  what  was h is  

notor ie ty?  What  was said that  he is  notor ious for?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Wi th my short  ar r i va l ,  I  would say 

when I  arr ived in  Wentworth,  I  had a smal l  team, I  had to 

work fo r  a t rusted team.  When you say a t rusted team, I  

had a smal l  team of  one female and four  males,  and there 

was d ivers i t y .   I  had three union members …[ indist inct ]  

speak across the  race group,  young members.   I  had one 20 

new constable,  co lo ured,  and one new female constable.   

And the four  were  resident  near Bank Wentworth,  they l i ved 

in  that  communi ty .   The female l ived in  Sydenham.   

 So when I  had to fami l ia r ize mysel f  wi th  the  

d i f ferent  ter r i to r ies  in  Wentworth,  or  the d i f fe rent  gangs,  
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they were of  much of  assistance to me,  so I  was able to  

ident i fy  quick ly  which type of  gang is  operat ing  in  which 

st reet ,  because they do not  have l ike,  i t  is  not  widespread 

Durban gang and Mar i tzburg gang,  i t  is  very c lose.   St reets 

d iv ide the gangs in  Wentworth.   So just  to  come back to 

answer you,  Chai r ,  I  used to see th is  guy s i t t ing where the 

Hol lywood gang is ,  in  Woodvi l le  Road,  even though I  knew 

that  h is  g ranny was in  Reiger  Road,  and Reiger  Road was 

where a notor ious gang,  the Young Dest royers was f rom,  

but  he  was not  s i t t ing wi th that  gang,  he was s i t t ing wi th the  10 

Hol lywood,  and that  Hol lywood gang was led by a person,  I  

do not  know i f  I  should name him,  but  he is  a fug i t i ve at  the 

moment ,  he is  someone that  is  wanted as a sentenced 

pr isoner.   He is  sentenced,  but  he is  somewhere on f l ight .   

But  that  is  where I  would see h im s i t t ing,  you know,  l ike you 

would see these gangsters s i t t ing,  and I  say,  who is  th is?   

You know,  you look at  a  face,  you say the guy has got  an 

innocent  face,  bu t  then these young people would say,  hey,  

you know who is  th is ,  Cap?  This i s  so -and-so.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  guess my quest ion is  to ,  you d id l is ten 20 

to the previous wi tness.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  d id .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    His fa ther .   And I  am just  t ry ing,  when you 

say he was notor ious,  I  am t ry ing to understand,  notor ious,  

that  he is  a gang member,  that  he is  a drug person,  that  he 
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has ser ious cr im inal  a l legat ions against  h im.   I  am just  

t ry ing to understand what  were you to ld he is  notor ious for?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Chai r ,  the Hol lywood gang was not  

an honorary gang and I  heard the previous wi tness say i t  is  

no more.   There is  no such,  i t  is  no more.   This gang was 

dangerous,  just  l i ke any gang in  Wentworth.   They were a 

feared gang.   There was two gangs that  were  oppos i t ion,  

and they took each other  out .   There were funera ls every  

week and I  had to pol ice in  Wentworth,  somet imes double,  

somet imes t r ip le  funera ls,  o f  ages,  of  youngsters,  o f  a l l  10 

k inds,  and these gangs were pol iced harshly  by us.   When I  

say harshly,  there is  some media ,  obviously …[ indist inct ]  

where we made ar rests and that ,  that  they actual ly  fe l t  we 

harassed them, both s ides.   But  when I  say notor ious,  he 

never moved wi th  a f r iend that  he schooled wi th.   He moved 

wi th the head of  the Hol lywood gang,  whic h is  somebody 

that  is  running for  murder,  sentenced a l ready.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So was he notor ious by associat ion,  

not  because he was wanted for  a par t i cu lar  c r ime,  because 20 

there is  a d i f fe rence.   I f  you say he was notor ious because 

he moved wi th th is  gang,  o r  that  gang,  o r  that  gang,  that  is  

d i f ferent  f rom saying he is  a known k i l ler ,  o r  he is  wanted 

for  commit t ing …[ intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    To p lace,  Chai r ,  wi th  the p lace 
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where he is  s i t t ing,  i t  is  not  just  s i t t ing whe re you are s i t t ing 

and having a socia l .   I t  is  a  yard that  has got  about  s ix  

p i tbu l ls .   I t  has got  people wi th unl icensed guns in  there.   I t  

has got  wal ls  about  as h igh as the cei l ing.   Every t ime I  d id 

a ra id there,  we had to breach,  as in  terms of  pass the wal ls  

and then pass the p i tbu l l s  before we get  to  them.  And 

drugs are so ld  l ive as we s i t  here.   Even i f  we cal l  someone 

now to say,  just  go do a l i ve v ideo wi th us,  i t  is  so ld l i ve 

there.   So you are not  s i t t ing where you are saying you are 

ta lk ing to  an ex-gangster  o r  someone has reformed f rom 10 

pr ison or  a schoo l  f r iend.   You are  s i t t ing r ight  there.   So,  

you know,  I  do not  know i f  i t  is  cor rect  to  say the b i rds  of  a  

feather  f lock together .    

 How would you label  me i f  I  am s i t t ing in  a drug 

den,  i f  my brother 's  a drug dealer?  You are going to  

obviously say I  am deal ing in  drugs.   Whether  you smoke or  

you do not ,  whether  you dr ink or  you do not ,  he  is  not  

moving where I  say coincidenta l ly  on a sports f ie ld  or  

maybe coming out  of  a  church serv ice or  a y outh serv ice or  

a program.  You are s i t t ing in  a drug den.   I t  is  more c lear ly  20 

Hol lywood.   The shoot ings happened r ight  there .   The 

k i l l ings happened r ight  there.   The whole communi ty knows 

th is ,  went  to  th is  cr ime.   But  I ,  and I  have seen th is  th ing,  i t  

is  l ike nobody wants to  speak about  what  is  happen ing,  but  

that  is  what  i s  actual ly  happening.    
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 But  I  know th is  Bevan is  la te,  he  is  no more,  but  

Bevan associated h imsel f  not  wi th  two gangs,  w i th  one 

gang.   He was par t  o f  Hol lywood.   Just  to  p lace emphasi s  

on i t ,  la te r  I  have learned,  dur ing my few months le f t  in  the 

pol ice,  I  have learned about  the West  S ide and the East  

S ide and that  West  S ide and the  East  S ide goes across 

KZN,  maybe South Af r ica.   But  just  to  take i t  back home 

domest ica l l y ,  they belong to the West  S ide.   So they,  these 

gangs have expanded,  where they say you are e i ther  f rom 

the West  o r  the East  S ide.   You hear these ta lks,  i t  is  l ike i t  10 

loses you.   You got  to ,  I  got  to  keep asking the younger 

people,  hey,  what  is  West  S ide?  What  is  th is  East  S ide 

story?  And then i t  comes out ,  they te l l  you.   So you do not  

hear th is  Hol lywood,  Carte l ,  Young Dest royers,  the  Young 

Amer icans.   You do not  hear that ,  but  you wi l l  hear  West  

S ide.   Then you ident i f ied as you,  the same k ind as me,  we 

are not  enemies.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   I  th ink you are going 

to then,  because you have deal t  extensive ly wi th the f i rs t  20 

encounter .   A t  paragraph 18,  you deal  wi th  the  second 

encounter  wi th  Bevan,  where he was a compla inant  in  th is  

instance.    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  went  on,  again,  Bevan and h is  

dad are somehow,  were in  business.   But  Bevan walked in to  
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the stat ion and opened a case of  thef t  o f  motor  vehic le 

against  h is  dad.   I t  was for  a kombi ,  as  in  a Quantum taxi .   

Again there,  th is  is  how we worked as a react ion team f rom 

Wentworth.   Soon as there is  a posi t i ve suspect  o r  person 

of  in terest ,  we do not  le t  the case get  co ld.   I f  the statement  

is  s t rong,  you ident i fy  i t .   Your p lace of  res idence,  

Wentworth is  as smal l  as m y f is t ,  i f  I  say th is ,  there is  no  

h id ing space.   You cannot  run.   We wi l l  go br ing  you in .   

And l i ke I  say yes,  maybe that  is  why I  was a l iased in  a 

d i f ferent  way.   But  I  am saying th is ,  we wi l l  pursue you.   10 

Bevan opened a case where h is dad was the suspect  and 

that  took me to h is  house.   

 What  took me to h is  house was,  again,  the  

detect ives were not  fo l lowing through on the docket .   The 

suspect  was outstanding.   And they knew they are not  going 

to go take that  vehic le f rom his fa ther ,  which was an 

exhib i t .   I  went  up and I  deal t  wi th  the mat ter .   Did not  meet  

h is  fa ther .   The very th ree houses descr ibed are r ight  next  

to  each other  l ike my three f ingers.   Got  a long dr iveway.   

You would not  be  able to  say who is  s tay ing  in  which  house 20 

there.   When I  was g iven an address,  a mark of  where I  

could f ind the tax i ,  I  must  look in  the one yard behind the  

house,  I  was being to ld by neighbours,  but  a l l  three houses 

are owned by th is  fami ly .   So I  was a b i t  confused.   I t  was 

in  the Br ighton Beach area,  which is  just  up across f rom 
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Wentworth.    

 And I  spoke to Bevan 's mom.  She spoke over  the  

wal l ,  she said,  her  husband is  at  work and what  do  I  want?  

I  sa id,  he is ,  again,  person of  in terest ,  Bevan has opened a  

case,  there is  a case number,  I  would l ike to  access the  

vehic le.   I  saw the vehic le,  bu t  I  could not  remove i t  

because the dad was at  work a l legedly.   In  the evening 

before I  could f in ish the tour  of  duty,  the dad arr ived wi th  

Bevan in  the stat ion and both at tacked me as to why I  was 

there.   But  he was the compl a inant .    10 

 To summarize i t ,  he wi thdrew the  charge agains t  

h is  fa ther .   So they most  p robab ly sor ted the issues out  

af ter  the v is i ta t ion by me.   Had h is dad been there,  he  

would have been ar rested by me and the kombi  wou ld have 

been seized as an exhib i t  and impounded.   So that  is  how 

the quest ion was,  how do I  know Bevan or  h is  dad.   I  do not  

know his dad f rom the pol ice.  

 I  know him f rom these occasions,  because on both,  

when Bevan was ar rested the f i rs t  t ime,  the dad d id the  

same th ing,  he came to  the cha rge of f ice  and he made i t  20 

personal .   And I  wi l l  go on to where I  met  h im at  the 

ent rance,  at  the  main cr ime scene,  what  was actual ly  

happening there.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  we wi l l  dea l  wi th  that  one la ter .   So 

at  paragraph 18,  you deal  wi th ,  a t  least  where you 
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associate Bevan wi th the Hol lywood gang in  the 

neighbourhood.   So I  do  not  th ink  we need to repeat  that  

because you have expla ined that .   And paragraph 19,  you 

have a l ready at  least  g iven the Commissioners an account  

of  what  you d id when you went  outs ide,  when you cal led a l l  

the ro le -p layers.   Unless i f  there is  anyth ing e lse you want  

to  emphasize on paragraph 19,  when you were act ivat ing  

the ro le -p layers,  then we can move to paragraph 20.    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  th ink we should move to paragraph 

20,  because I  covered i t .   I f  there  is  anyth ing you need to 10 

quest ion me on c lar i t y ,  I  wi l l  cover  i t .   Thank you,  s i r .   On 

paragraph 20,  I  am going to summarize i t .   As t ime went  on,  

i t  was now going in to the mid -af te rnoon,  past  3 o 'c lock,  a l l  

ro le-p layers had ar r ived.   The LCRC, the forensic team 

ar r ived,  so they took over  the scene.   So these ro le -p layers,  

th is  task team, under L ieutenant  Colonel  Deena Govender,  

had now removed themselves f rom the top of  the  f la t  and 

they went  in to the basement ,  which you cannot  see f rom a 

publ ic  eye.    

 I  went  down mysel f  and dur ing tha t  t ime,  there was 20 

a lo t  o f  ta lk .   The Min isters ar r iv ing and E -news was 

ar r iv ing and communicat ions was ar r iv ing.   Our Provincia l  

Commissioner,  I  remember he came because he was even 

denied access .   One,  we d id not  know who he was 

personal ly .   He was denied,  so we had to ar range fo r  h im to 
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be accessed,  but  he was accessed,  he  arr ived.   He was not  

contacted by me.    

 The Stat ion Commissioner arr i ved,  the ex -Stat ion  

Commissioner.   So I  d id  see them, but  I  d id  not  

communicate wi th them.  I  d id  say I  was the only pol i ce 

vehic le wi th in  the cr ime scene besides the LCRC.  Again,  

the proof ,  not  that  i t  is  been d isputed,  is  whenever they 

b low th is  up on TV,  on media,  I  see the van.   My grandson 

sees th is ,  he  says,  there is  your  van,  Dad.   So that  van is  

the only Nissan Navara in  Durban.   So having th is  van,  I  10 

walked down to where th is  team was and again,  when I  met  

th is  team, I  could conf i rm now exact ly  who was there.    

 So they were standing in  a group next  to  a BMW, 

but  the  Metro  car  was there,  the Organized Cr ime constable 

f rom Pietermar i t zburg ’s unmarked car  was there,  Capta in 

Chevon,  China 's car  was there,  that  i s  a Met ro dog uni t  

vehic le.   Warrant  Of f icer  Pedro who is  capta in today,  h is  

car  was there.   They were standing and they were t ry ing to 

work out  something,  so I  jo ined them and then I  arr i ved at  a  

point  where they were t ry ing to move the so -cal led  person 20 

ar rested ear l ie r  in  the day and I  do not  want  to  ment ion h is  

name,  but  that  par t icu la r  person,  they needed h im moved to  

P inetown Pol ice S tat ion.    

 Zwane was standing wi th me at  the t ime and I  

o f fered,  I  sa id,  I  wi l l  ass ist  you because there is  no need fo r  
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me to stay at  the scene.   I  wi l l  go wi th one of  your  members  

and we wi l l  t ransfer  h im.   The p l ace of  h is  movement  to  

P inetown Pol ice  Stat ion was kept  secret  because of  

secur i t y .    

 To g ive the Chai r  a  c lear  understanding what  

happened on that  day,  we were running para l le l  events in  

Durban.   There was rugby and soccer,  i t  was a Saturday.   

So we had armoured vehic les,  Nyalas,  in  the stadiums.   I  

have access as Operat ional  Commander,  where we a lso  

oversee events.   So I  have access to communicat ing wi th  10 

those Commanders that  a re p laced at  these events.   So I  

requested,  knowing that  the road was get t ing very busy and 

by then,  I ,  on my state phone,  d id  get  a ca l l  f rom home.   I  

a lso got  a p ic ture ,  which was taken at  the scene,  sent  to  me 

to say,  look what  is  f loat ing around and I  sa id to  my wi fe,  I  

ca l led her ,  I  sa id,  p lease swi tch  of f  the TV and I  do not  

want  my fami ly  to  see what  is  happening here.   I t  was not  

n ice as in  te rms for  people to  see that  because I  do not  

know how far  on socia l  media th is  th ing is .    

 So I  had cal led before I  had le f t  w i th  the male that  20 

was arrested or  the suspect  was ar rested e ar l ie r .   I  had 

cal led for  two sect ions of  the POP guys to come down to  

that  s t reet  to  lock i t  down.   The reason because of  that ,  a  

p ic ture went  v i ra l  on socia l  and that  drew people f rom al l  

walks of  l i fe  who had in terests in  th is  d r ive -by shoot ings 
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and these k i l l ings  that  a re going on in  the Durban area and 

surrounding.   So that  road got ,  f rom a quiet  road,  i t  got  very  

busy and I  could see i t  f rom the f la t  and I  say that  i t  is  t ime 

we lock down the road.    

 So to g ive the Chai r  a  c learer  ind icat ion,  wi th  an y 

cr ime scene,  you have the inner and you have the outer .   I f  

th is  i s  a c r ime scene,  I  wi l l  cordon th is  whole scene and I  

wi l l  cordon the outer  so that  people  do not  come in and hear  

what  you are d iscussing in  terms of  who is  the deceased,  

whatever ,  because somet imes you do not  need any 10 

in format ion to leave unt i l  the scene has been sor ted.   

 So I  locked down using,  wi th  the assistance of  one 

of  …[ indist inct ]  that  i s  my cr ime prevent ion,  to  p lace those 

Nyalas.   And I  sa id to  the Commander,  I  am going to need  

them indef in i te ly  p laced because th is  cr ime scene does not  

look l i ke i t  i s  going to be an hour ,  i t  is  going to be more  

than that .   And just  to  sensi t i ze you a l l ,  that  cr ime scene 

went  on fo r  a lmost  a week,  I  had to  p lace members to guard 

i t .   So even though the bodies were removed ear ly  hours of  

the morning,  I  know I  am hopping,  as sk ipping par t  o f  my 20 

statement ,  we st i l l  had to guard  that  scene for  a week.   

When I  say there  was work to  do at  that  scene,  I  was only  

involved wi th p lac ing of  members.   I  was n o longer involved 

besides looking,  what  happened there and cal l ing ro le -

players.   So …[ intervenes] .  
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ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  before you move on,  just  g ive us 

a bet ter  understanding.   At  paragraph 20,  you say that  there 

is  th is  young b lack male ins ide Capta in Deena Govender 's  

BMW that  i s  being handed to you.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  cor rect .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Did they in form you as to why he was 

deta ined?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  by then a l ready knew because 

they were ta lk ing ,  I  could hear that  th is  guy was ar rested 

wi th an AK-47 r i f le  and he was ar rested wi th drugs.   So 10 

there was some associat ion wi th  h im and the deceased.   

That  is  how they ar r ived there.   So he was seated in  the  

BMW which had t in ted windows and that  BMW I  know is ,  I  

know the car ,  i t  comes in to Durban Centra l  Stat ion.   I t  was 

dr iven by L ieutenant  Colonel  Deena Govender.   He was in  

the backseat .    

 So I  sa id,  I  wi l l  t ransfer  h im wi th Zwane,  because 

Zwane was seconded to them at  the Hawks.   I  sa id,  long as 

I  got  a r i f leman,  we wi l l  take h im  away f rom here because 

they cannot  leave the scene.   So we loaded th is  male.   This 20 

male was not  handcuf fed.   He d id not  have leg i rons or  

noth ing.   So I  wondered,  th is  suspect ,  AK -47,  I  do not  

operate l i ke th is  wi th suspects.   I  wi l l  cable t ie  you the 

same t ime.   But  he had t reatment  l ike he was very  casual .   

So I  thought ,  we l l ,  they were here before my t ime.   I  am 
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go ing to have to just  t reat  i t  the same.    

 So I  warned th is  guy,  I  sa id to  h im,  you are a  

suspect ,  though you are not  handcuf fed,  so do not  t r y  

anyth ing,  you know.   So Zwane sat  next  to  h im in  the van 

and I  d rove out .   By the t ime I  drove out ,  there was a crowd 

outs ide th is  complex.   And that  crowd was not  just  the  

deceased's fami ly .   There was other  people of  in terest .   So 

there was opposi t ion.   I  p icked i t  up  in  my ID’s.   This i s  

r iva ls.   And I  d rove out  and I  sa id,  the shortest  route for  me 

to get  out  to  P ine town was,  i f  you know Durban,  was to take 10 

the M19,  not  to  go up Spaghet t i ,  the long way up the  N3 l ike  

you are heading to Johannesburg.   I t  is  to  go down Quarry 

Road,  past  the Macro Spr ingf ie ld ,  s t ra ight  up the  M19 and I  

wi l l  end up in  P inetown.    

 I  managed to get  to  P inetown and th is  i s  the  

t imeframe I  want  the Chai r  to  know.   When I  reached 

Pinetown,  i t  was a l ready the change of  sh i f t  and how I  know 

th is ,  i t  is  now 18h00 f rom the af te rnoon we ar r ived.   

Because a L ieutenant  Colonel  Wood,  which worked wi th me 

in  Sydenham years ago,  was now in charge of  the cel ls  and 20 

when I  walked in  and he saw us wi th the suspect ,  he said,  I  

saw your van,  you are involved wi th the shoot ing.   And then 

Zwane was wear ing a Hawks T -shi r t .   So I  just  sa id  to  h im,  

we need a quiet  space as to hold  the suspect  unt i l  he is  

deta ined.   He said,  no problem and he gave us an area to 
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wai t  for  the person to come process.    

 Now I  am speaking about  t ime,  Chai r .   The t ime 

was now past  6.   The shi f t  had changed,  i t  is  my shi f t  that  is  

on.   So i f  you look at  t ime,  i f  I  was managing my t ime,  I  was 

l ike c lose to four  hours busy wi th th is  same issue,  a t tending 

the scene,  speed i ly ,  assist ing now to remove th is  guy wi th 

t ransport  to  P ine town.   When we got  to  P inetown,  that  is  

where i t  became a concern.   And i t  gave me opportuni ty  

whi le  we were s i t t ing there,  which is  normal  of  a  pol iceman 

to star t  ta lk ing to a suspect ,  and I  had to expla in to  h im who 10 

I  was,  because I  was in  c iv i l ian  dress as wel l ,  and I  

managed to speak to h im and ask h im,  where is  he f rom,  

what  he does,  and so on.   And the ind icat ion that  he  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you now reading f rom paragraph 

29?  Have we skipped the other  paragraphs?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  he has jumped to paragraph 29 on 

page 9,  where he is  deal ing wi th the t ransportat ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The t ransport  and the suspect .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    The suspect ,  yes.   So i t  is  29 and 30.  20 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    May I  cont inue,  Chai r?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  p lease.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I f  you need to take me back,  what  I  

am doing,  I  am not  reading my sta tement  verbat im because 

I  know th is  th ing as far  as I  remember i t .   So I  had 
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opportuni ty  to  even f ind  out  h is  background,  what  d id he do 

for  a l iv ing.   He said he was a Uber dr iver ,  then he became 

a tow t ruck dr iver .   Then he was supposed to be 

t ransfer r ing a vehic le.   The same vehic le was ar res ted.   In  

the same day,  there was papers to  t ransfer  i t  onto ,  I  th ink 

Bevan 's name,  he said.   And I  d id  not  real i ze that  that  

vehic le was a veh ic le used in  a previous shoot ing because I  

had not  seen the vehic le at  the scene and I  was not  present  

when he was arrested.   And then I  went  on fur ther  to  f ind 

out  h is  fami ly  background and i t  was then he d isc losed to 10 

me where h is  mother  of  h is  ch i ldren works,  and how many 

k ids he has,  and where the pol ice had taken h im to,  where 

he had fu r ther  exhib i t s  which were seized by th is  uni t .    

 So I  wi l l  not  d iscuss that  because I  was not  par t  o f  

i t ,  but  he conf i rmed that  there was i tems seized,  he was 

cooperat ive,  and then that  is  how they ended up in  

Morningside.   So I  kept  i t  in  the back of  my muscle  memory 

that  th is  guy has a landmark where he stays.   He has a  

fami ly .   He has a sp ouse.   So should he,  le t  us say,  

hypothet ica l l y  escape one day or  go missing,  I  know who to  20 

ask quest ions.   And one would ask,  why would you say 

that?   

 The mere fact  tha t  I  had h im in my custody,  i t  was a  

prerequis i te  to  quest ion  h im as to who are you,  what  is  your  

name,  even though I  do not  remember h is  surname.   But  to  
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fast  fo rward,  when I  was deal ing wi th the evidence leaders 

and I  was deal ing wi th IPID previously,  i t  was a l leged that  

they lost  th is  person.   But  due to what  I  furn ished h im wi th,  

they were able to  locate h im.   I  am not  going to ment ion 

who and where.   So I  was g iven a phone number by  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  you say something  

in  that  last  sentence in  paragraph 29,  h is  associat ion wi th  

Bevan.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  d id  quest ion h im.   He d id say 10 

he is  a middleman.   He only keeps the weapons and he 

keeps the drugs.   On th is  par t i cu la r  day,  he was tak ing the  

drugs to Newlands and then he was going to meet  wi th  

them.  He d id not  ment ion that  to  me.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  d id  not  inc lude names here ,  but  he 

a lso ment ioned besides Bevan another  deceased.   He was 

not  too sure that  guy was there.   He said that  guy has gone 

on a t r ip ,  as on a boat  t r ip ,  as wi th the MSC, the t r ip  that  

takes you out  fo r  three days.   So he was unaware that  th is  20 

guy was in  the  f la t ,  as basica l ly  conf i rmed normal  o r  

deceased.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    In  s impler  te rms,  Capta in,  when you say 

that  because you use the word middleman,  what  does that  

mean,  he was middleman for  Beva n? 
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  what  he says,  whenever i t  

comes to moving or  s tor ing or  keeping,  say keeping on the 

guns,  because he is  in  the estate,  they would leave 

everyth ing wi th h im.   They ent rusted h im to keep i t .   That  

was h is ro leplaying.   And I  s t i l l  wanted to associate  

because I  have never seen h im in Wentworth,  th is  guy,  

dur ing my per iod  that  I  was pol ic ing because even when I  

moved f rom Wentworth,  I  moved to Br ighton Beach,  I  s t i l l  

oversaw Wentwor th.   When I  moved to the provinc ia l  task 

teams,  I  s t i l l  oversaw Wentworth,  even though i t  took me 10 

wide and fa r .   I  never seen th is  youngster .   This gent leman 

was the f i rs t  t ime I  have seen h im and I  was asking  

quest ions of  in terest ,  which he was not  being forced,  but  he  

was ta lk ing because we were very  -  Zwane is  a member or  

was a member that  was never vocal ,  very reserved,  very  

professional ,  and he would not  in ter rogate you by 

quest ion ing you.   That  is  Zwane.    

 So I  was doing most  of  the ta lk ing wi th h im,  and 

what  kept  me ta lk ing to h im was we wai ted for  a long t ime.   

From when I  le f t  that  scene,  which takes me less than 15 20 

minutes f rom the scene up to P inetown,  I  was s i t t ing  in  that  

hold ing cel l  area a lmost  t i l l  about  8,  ha l f  past  8,  and I  was 

get t ing agi ta ted,  but  I  had a phone number because before I  

le f t ,  I  sa id to  Capta in Deena Govender,  p lease g ive me a  

number so I  can phone you because I  do not  have thei r  
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phone numbers,  and he gave me a number.    

 So when I  phoned h im af ter  an  hour and said,  you 

said you are sending somebody to come process your 

suspect ,  now we are s i t t ing here  and nobody has come 

here.   He d id not  answer.   Warrant  Of f icer  S ivan answered.   

And I  am saying,  is  that  Capta in Deena,  and he says,  no,  i t  

is  S ivan.   I  sa id,  I  need to speak to the capta in.   And he is  

sor t  o f  l i ke,  we are coming now,  we are coming now.   

Eventual ly ,  a f ter  about  two and a hal f  hours,  a f ter  I  made 

of f  my state phone,  severa l  ca l l s  to  them to say that  I  am 10 

going to leave th is  guy and I  am going to go home.   I  am 

going to duty of f ,  i t  is  out  of  my t ime.   I  wi l l  drop Z wane and 

I  wi l l  go home.    

 A  NIU member,  Nat ional  In tervent ion member,  one 

member arr ived.   When he arr ived,  I  was qui te  happy to see 

h is face because I  ident i f ied he is  the same one I  saw at  the  

scene.   I  do not  know his name.   I  am not  going to even 

ment ion i t  i f  i t  is  ment ioned,  but  he said he is  there to  

process the suspect .   I  was shocked that  a NIU member is  

now going to wr i te  a statement .   So I  looked at  h im and I  20 

looked at  the exhib i ts .   He arr ived wi th a r i f le  and he arr ived 

wi th a smal l  amount  of  drugs.   And that  was l ike cont rary to  

what  was being said before he ar r ived,  what  was being 

seized,  so I  d id  not  want  to  even v is i t  that  because what  

th is  arrested person,  which was ar rested ear l ie r ,  to ld  me 



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 224  o f  290  

 

 

what  he was arrested for ,  was not  speaking to what  the NIU 

member arr ived wi th.   So he asked me,  Capta in,  can you 

assist  me wi th processing the suspect?  I  sa id,  I  am sorry,  I  

cannot .   You need to get  your  c rew or  you need to get  

Warrant  Of f icer  S ivan or  Deena to  come and assist  you.   I  

am now leaving you here.   And then I  sa id,  you a lone?  He 

said,  no,  I  am wi th a dr iver .   I  sa id ,  get  your  dr iver  to  come 

and assist  you because they needed to f i l l  in  cer ta in 

documents and wr i te  statements.    

 And that  is  how I  le f t ,  Chai r .   I  drove and I  wi l l  10 

never forget ,  i t  was c lose now to 9 o 'c lock in  the evening,  

about  quarter  to  9 .   Zwane is  100% vegetar ian.   I  know I  am 

disc los ing h is eat ing habi ts .   I  know him,  he would not  even 

eat  egg in  a scone.   He worked wi th me for  a whi le .   And we 

were hungry and I  o f fered  to buy a  meal  and the only p lace 

that  was open was the Br i tannia Hote l .   The takeout  was 

c losed,  but  I  made ar rangements and we bought  two bunny 

chows,  which we ate,  which was vegetable bunnies,  broad 

beans.   We ate outs ide on the bonnet  of  the car .   So we 

were not  in  a hurry to  get  back to that  cr ime scene.   We 20 

deal t  wi th  ourselves f i rs t .   We need to,  we had not  eaten 

the whole day,  so  we had something to eat .    

 And I  sa id to  Zwane,  I  am going back to the scene,  

but  I  am not  going to go in ,  I  am going to  park on the road.  

By then,  the Min isters and a l l  the h igh prof i le  people would  
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have ar r ived.   I  was not  fo l lowing anyth ing on socia l  media.   

I  parked my vehic le on the roadside and that  would br ing  

me to where I  met  the previous w i tness and I  am going to 

say how I  met  h im.   The minute I  saw the crowd,  I  pu l led  my 

ski  mask down,  i t  was a beanie,  I  pu l led i t  down.   The 

reason I  d id  that  was,  even though people in  Durban now 

dr ive thei r  vehic le,  some people were unaware that  I  was 

now the Operat ional  Commander in  Durban Centra l .   They 

a l l  s t i l l  thought  I  was on the South.   So I  pu l led my mask 

down,  stepped out  of  my vehic le,  Zwane walked down and 10 

he went  back to h is  members that  he was assigned to.   And 

I  heard a conversat ion tak ing p lace between the  Sector  

Commander …[ intervenes]  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  I  might  have missed that ,  is  there 

a reason why were you wear ing a balaclava a l l  th is  t ime?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    There were lo ts of  gangsters and 

unru ly people that  were  there and being a lone on my 

vehic le,  I  pu l led i t  down.   I  was in  c iv i l ian c lothes,  I  pu l led i t  

down and I  sa id,  I  wi l l  s i t  on  my vehic le.   But  then 

eventual ly  I  got  out  of  my vehic le and I  could hear the 20 

previous wi tness ta lk ing to my Sector  Commander.    

 Now what  happened to my Sector  Commander,  he  

used to dr ive an Urban Cruiser ,  a  new one.   He had h is 

l ights on the who le day f rom when he was there,  whenever 

he ar r ived,  because I  was not  moni to r ing h im.   His car  
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swi tched of f ,  so he needed a boost .   So he came to me,  

hey,  can you boost  me?  And  I  sa id,  no problem,  I  am 

carry ing cables,  boosted h im.   But  I  heard the conversat ion.    

 The previous,  Mr Lof tus,  as in  Gregory,  was having  

a smal l  argument  wi th h im,  that  i s  not  Houston.   He said,  

no,  that  is  Capta in Houston.   He said,  no,  Capta in Houston 

is  in  Wentworth.   Gregory sa id,  no,  Capta in Houston I  know 

is  in  Wentworth,  he is  not  in  Durban Centra l .   This  guy 

says,  no,  he is  in  Durban Cent ra l .   In  the meant ime,  I  am 

al ready long in  Durban Centra l .   I t  is  over  2 years,  but  they 10 

d id not  know my s ta tus.    

 So eventual ly  I  sa id,  these peop le a l ready know 

who I  am and they were c losest  to  the ent rance of  the 

dr iveway,  so I  ro l led up my beanie ,  but  I  kept  my head on 

because the dew was fa l l ing.   I  kept  my cap on,  and I  

approached h im and i t  was there when I  approached h im,  he  

said,  hey,  I  can see i t  is  Capta in  Houston,  and I  spoke to 

h im.   When I  spoke to h im,  he greeted me,  and he said,  

hey,  i t  is  you and he ment ioned some words which would  

have upset  me,  mumbled some words,  oh,  th is  was a l l  a  20 

p lanned th ing,  because he obviously thought  I  had 

something wi th h is  son,  because I  had ar rested h im 

previously.    

 Then I  sympath ized wi th h im.   I  sa id to  h im,  Greg,  I  

am sympath iz ing wi th you because i t  is  now hours la ter ,  th is  
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is  l ike past  9 in  the evening.   His fami ly  were a l l  s tanding 

there,  but  at  cer ta in in tervals away f rom each other ,  but  he  

was standing wi th  the Sector  Commander …[ indist inct ]  i t  i s ,  

and I  sa id,  your  son is  no more,  I  just  want  to  sympath ize  

wi th you.   But  you must  le t  whatever  is  happening be 

subject  to  invest igat ion.   That  was my exact  words to h im, 

because I  was not  here to say what  happened,  and i f  you 

are going to hear anyth ing,  i t  is  going to be propaganda,  

because the only  people who knows what  happened here  

are the people ins ide.   And that  is  how we le f t  i t .    10 

 I  d id  not  inc lude in  my statement  -  just  to  te l l  you 

who is  Warrant  Of f icer  Venkatesh so you understand how 

does he get  to  ta lk  to  th is  Warrant  Of f icer  Venkatesh.   

Warrant  Of f icer  Venkatesh,  I  never knew whi ls t  I  was 

work ing in  Wentworth,  h is  daughter ,  h is  e ldest  daughter  is  a 

teacher in  a school  r ight  opposi te  the pol ice stat ion ,  she is  

in  a  re lat ionship  or  had a k id f rom late Bevan 's f i rs t  cousin.   

His name is  Heath Lof tus.   Heath Lof tus is  an a l leged drug 

dealer .   So Heath  and Bevan d id not  get  on.   They had the  

same granny in  those f la ts,  Reiger  Road f la ts,  tha t  is  Mr 20 

Lof tus '  mother .    

 So what  actual ly  happened was,  they ended up 

being d i rected f rom the charge o f f ice personnel  in to my 

cr ime prevent ion  of f ice where they had a domest ic  feud,  

where  he was threatening to take the chi ld  away f rom her,  
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and there was a gun threat ,  but  I  had met  Heath that  day,  

and I  sor t  o f ,  in  layman 's language,  cooled h im down 

proper ly ,  and said,  i f  there is  anyth ing that  you are  saying  

that  you are going to do,  you are going to end up being 

ar rested,  i t  wi l l  work against  you.   Now,  why I  am saying  

th is ,  I  never knew that  the lady s i t t ing in  my of f ice was 

going to be one day somebody 's daughter  that  is  work ing  

now under me as a Sector  Commander.   Th at  is  one of  

Venkatesh’s daughters.   So i f  you see why Mr  Lof tus,  

Bevan,  was ta lk ing to,  not  Bevan,  sorry,  h is  dad,  was 10 

standing wi th Venkatesh,  i t  is  c loser  than just  s tanding 

there.   I t  is  unl ike standing and ta lk ing to me.   I t  is  your  

daughter  and my f i rs t  b lood nephew are in  a re lat ionship,  

they have a ch i ld .    

 So they know each other  very wel l .   So that  is  why 

they were having  that  argument  about  who is  th is  Houston 

here?  I s  th is  the  same Houston I  met  wi th?  No,  no,  no,  i t  

cannot  be.   And I  heard i t .   I t  was l ike on top of  the i r  vo ices 

because they were upset ,  he was upset  about  th is  whole 

th ing,  which was a norm.   As a parent ,  you would have been 20 

upset  wi th  whatever they are a l leg ing has happened.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Mosik i l i ,  a t  th is  point ,  subject  to  

what  you have to say,  you may have your own p lan,  but  

because Capta in  Houston in t roduced the topic,  Gregory 
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Lof tus,  paragraph 74,  yes.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  i t  is  up there,  Chai r ,  Commissioner  

Khumalo.   We want  to  deal  wi th  tha t  d i rect ly .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You wi l l  deal  wi th  i t?   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  okay.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  you would have heard f rom the 

previous wi tness being Mr Gregory  Lof tus.   At  paragraph 73 

and 74 of  h is  statement ,  we are,  i t  is  in  f ront  of  you there.  I  

th ink you can see i t  there.   He deals wi th the encounter  that  10 

he had wi th you on the  pavement  of  the cr ime scene and in  

par t icu lar ,  paragraph 74,  th is  i s  what  he says you said to  

h im,  and I  would  l ike  to  inv i te  yo ur  comment  to  that .   He 

says at  paragraph 74 …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry ,  does he have the 

…[intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No,  I  do not .   Is  that  in  the second 

f i le?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Let  me arrange i t  for  you.   Page 22,  

paragraph 74.   So the f i le  wi l l  say,  “Gregory  Lof tus 20 

statement  wi th annexures” .   Now,  I  want  you to focus on,  in  

part icu lar ,  paragraph 74,  where he makes speci f i c  

a l legat ions against  you as to what  happened on the  outs ide 

whi le  you were wai t ing outs ide.   He said,  a t  paragraph 74 ,  

at  the bot tom of  the page:  
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 “Capta in Houston re lates that  when he 

entered the f la t ,  he f i rs t  saw Sih le  Zondi  

lay ing in  the passage in  a  pool  o f  b lood.   

He then saw four  men in  the lounge ly ing 

s ide by s ide.   He at  f i rs t  d id  not  

recognize any of  them, but  on a second 

c loser  look,  he recognized Bevan.   They 

were a l l  l y ing in  b lood on the f loor .   He 

said that  i t  was one of  the worst  scenes 

he had been in .   He said,  I  must  not  10 

leave i t  because they were executed. ”  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Chai r ,  that  is  not  my word s to  h im.   I  

deny saying that  to  h im.   I  would not  say something l i ke  

that ,  not  to  protec t  anyone 's act ions,  but  that  i s  unbecoming 

of  me to say that .   About  seeing the f i rs t  person,  I  d id  not  

even know that  person.   Up unt i l  today,  I  do not  even know.   

This name is  fore ign to me.   So,  wi th  ident i fy ing who Bevan 

was and who the  second person,  as  I  sa id,  I  d id  not  know 

his surname,  those were c lear ly  ident i f ied.   Just  wi th  a 

quick g lance at  them, I  could say who they were.   The other  20 

three deceased,  I  could not  say who they were.   And there  

was not  a second look.   

 When I  went  in ,  because I  knew they are d ia loguing 

about  me being in  there,  I  looked and I  ext racted mysel f ,  I  

le f t .   I  was sat is f ied that  there is  a shoot ing.   There are f ive 
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deceased.   I  need to get  people out  there ASAP.   So,  wi th  

Gregory,  I  would have not  d iscussed such.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Other  than ident i fy ing h is son,  d id 

you te l l  h im about  the scene?  D id you te l l  h im what  you 

saw when you went  in to the f la t?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No.   I  wi l l  te l l  you where he p icks 

that  up,  or  he depicts that .   Whi ls t  we were up on the f la t ,  

before we even came down,  a p ic tu re was c i rcu la t ing and 

that  p ic tu re c i rcu lated on socia l  media.   There was a  fami ly  

member,  I  am not  too sure that  got  hold of  me.   I t  was never 10 

my wi fe,  because she is  a lso not  on th is  Facebook stor ies  

and then,  which said,  hey,  there is  a shoot ing at  

…[indist inct ]  where these people have been shot .    

 I t  was a sensi t i ve  p ic ture and I  was upset  about  i t .   

I  had to wrest le  wi th i t  the whole  n ight ,  in  fact ,  fo r  a  couple 

of  days as to say who would do such a th ing?  Only  

somebody who was up at  the scene and i t  was def in i te ly  not  

forensics that  would c i rcu late a p ic tu re l i ke that .   So,  that  

p ic ture he a l ready had,  before he even spoken to me.   You 

must  remember when he test i f ied here,  i t  sounded l ike the  20 

shoot  took p lace say,  for  example,  2 o 'c lock.   He was there 

hal f  past  2.   I  on ly saw him when I  came back past  8,  

a lmost  quarter  to  9 in  the evening,  s tanding by  the  gate.   I  

d id  not  communicate  wi th h im pr io r  to  that .   

 When Zwane and I  re turned af ter  deposi t ing the so -
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ca l led deta inee,  and handing over  to  NIU,  only then people 

saw me c lose up when I  removed my cap.   So,  my 

communicat ion was short .   Clear ly ,  I  d id  sympath ize  wi th 

h im.   I  would do that  even i f  I  am in a shoot ing wi th 

someone.   I  would sympath ize because parents  need to  

know what  the i r  ch i ld ren are up to.   We a l l  defend our  k ids.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.   So,  you never sa id to  h im that  

i t  was an execut ion?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Never ment ioned i t .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Okay.   10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    He ment ions I  went  in  a  second 

t ime.   I  d id  not  go a second t ime and look.   There was no 

second t ime.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  he does not  say you went  in  the  

second t ime.   He said,  a t  f i rs t ,  you could not  recogn ize any 

of  them, but  on a second c loser  look,  in  other  words,  you 

went  c loser .   So,  not  that  you went  in  and le f t  and went  the  

second t ime.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No.   I  d id  te l l  h im I  ident i f ied,  I  on ly 

spoke about  h is  son,  that  I  ident i f ied h is son.   The rest ,  I  20 

d id not  even d iscuss who is  the deceased,  even though I  

could ident i fy  a second person.   You must  remember,  Chai r ,  

the deceased,  the second one that  I  ident i f ied,  that  I  

ment ioned,  h is  parents d id not  even know he was there.   

They thought  he  is  gone on ho l iday.   That  par t icu lar  
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deta inee that  I  took to P inetown,  d id  not  even know that  

that  par t icu lar  ind iv idual  is  no more and I  never d isc losed 

that  to  h im.   So,  when I  say I  never d isc losed,  there  was no 

need for  me to expla in who is  now dec eased out  there.    

 There was procedures tak ing p lace that  eventual ly  

would have come,  r ight  up unt i l  ear ly  hours,  I  th ink i t  was 

c lose to l i ke 2 o 'c lock in  the morning,  i t  is  not  in  my 

statement ,  but  we had to absei l  those bodies down.   The 

body bags were  too weak.   We had to use search and 

rescue to br ing those bodies down and the fami l ies watched 10 

f rom outer .   They counted the amount  of  bodies that  were 

coming down and they were l i ke,  oh ,  is  that  cor rect  count?   

 But  l ike I  say,  that  p ic ture that  was tak en,  and i t  

was taken,  and I  am going to say th is ,  i t  could have only  

been taken by the people who entered there and the people  

who entered there is  Capta in Deena 's team.  One of  h is 

members took that  and sent  that  out  to  somebody and that  

somebody put  i t  on socia l  media.   And I  heard Cha i r  say in  

the previous wi tness,  pol i ce have WhatsApp groups.   I  

belong …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  was me.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  remember.   And you know,  I  

sor t  o f  l i ke wanted to reach out  to  you and say,  no man,  

touch the screen here,  wai t .   We do have these groups,  but  

why would we,  i f  we are a team of  s ix ,  send a p ictu re to  
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each other  when we know what  is  happening there.   And i f  

we are going to do that ,  keep i t  as  a l ibrary or  keep i t  as a 

f i le ,  as par t  o f  our  f i le  of  the scene,  because we sor t  o f  

keep t ranscr ip ts of  our  scene.   Why would we send i t  to  

each other?  That  th ing was sent  d i rect ly  to  somebody of  

the publ ic .   Whether  i t  was sent  to  Wentworth,  or  whether  i t  

was sent  to  Sydenham, or  to  Mar ianhi l l ,  or  Newlands,  i t  was 

sent  to  somebody who immediate ly,  and I  remember that  

day when I  got  the cal l  and I  can say th is ,  even though I  am 

not  a computer  fundi ,  I  am st i l l ,  my grandson is  bet ter ,  I  am 10 

going to say i t  openly.   I  am good at  weapons,  but  I  am 

weak wi th a computer .   I  am saying th is ,  that  when i t  went  

on Facebook,  somebody b locked i t .   When i t  went  on  

Instagram, they b locked i t  because i t  was sensi t i ve.   I t  was 

something that  was running current ly  wi th  the other  socia l  

media p lat fo rms.   I t  is  the news .    

 So,  i t  was a sens i t ive one.   But  Mr  Lof tus had that  

a l ready before he even spoke to me.   He would have 

conf i rmed that  that  is  h is  son by looking at  Bevan's name 

there,  and he would have ident i f ied,  as he says,  Bevan 's  20 

f r iends.   I  could  not  ident i fy  them.  I  could only  ident i fy  

Bevan and Ryan.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   I t  i s  unclear  as to  

why he would at t r ibute those ut terances,  at  least  a t t r ibute 

and associate them wi th you.   But  I  would want  us,  Capta in,  
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to  go to page 7 of  your  statement .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before you go to page 7,  

Capta in,  a t  paragraph,  and maybe just  fo r  completeness,  at  

paragraph 34,  you actual ly  descr ibe the engagement  wi th 

Mr Lof tus,  what  i t  is .   Do you want  to  speak to that?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay,  I  jus t  want  to  read i t  qu iet ly  

before I  respond to you.   Yes,  I  th ink I  designed my 

statement ,  word ing l i ke that ,  Cha i r ,  away f rom th is .   You 

must  remember that  very same f i rearm,  the l icensed f i rearm 

I  re ferred to,  I  se ized i t  in  Wentworth and somehow i t  went 10 

back,  obviously because the pol iceman's case obviously d id 

not  go to t r ia l .   Outcome I  d id not  fo l low,  as respect  of  i t ,  so  

I  th ink i t  would have been normal  that  he would have had a 

l icensed f i rearm wi th h im,  i f  i t  was not  in  h is  safe at  home.    

 And yes,  h is  dad was,  he was mumbl ing a lo t  o f  

th ings at  the  gate .   He was upset  and he was saying a lo t  o f  

th ings,  because obviously of  h is  h is tory.   I  heard a l i t t le  that  

n ight .   I  heard more when he test i f ied.   I  got  texts  on my 

personal  phone,  or  maybe even my state phone f rom him,  

where eventual ly  I  d id  not  just  respond to h im because he 20 

was t ry ing to ext ract  s tuf f  f rom me.   And I  th ink,  and I  am 

not  point ing f ingers,  but  I  would  say i t  openly,  I  th ink  

Warrant  Of f i cer  Venkatesh was one to fu rn ish my numbers,  

because nobody has my personal  numbers.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   Can we then go to  
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page 7.   I  want  us  to  deal  wi th  your  observat ion of  the cr ime 

scene and that ,  i t  s ta r ts  at  paragraph 21.   So we are going 

back to your,  so on your statement ,  yes.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Can you p ick i t  up f rom paragraph 21,  

Capta in?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  have got  i t .   I  am just  reading i t  

before I  comment  on i t .   To summarize i t ,  Chai r ,  my opin ion,  

my opin ion f rom my exper ience,  not  on th is  par t i cu lar  day,  

but  on a s imulat ion,  i f  I  were to s imulate coming th rough a 10 

door,  my tact ica l  exper ience does not  speak to th is  

movement  of  these members,  because any tact ica l  

movement ,  whether  the door i s  c losed,  o r  whether  the door  

is  a jar  or  open,  a  person my f ra me,  wi th a bul le tproof  vest ,  

i f  I  took you,  Cha i r ,  and we came into a s ingle door,  we wi l l  

bump shoulders,  wi th  r i f les in  our  shoulders,  to  engage a  

threat .    

 So I  had opportuni ty  to  read the statements,  and 

that  i s  fo r  the f i rs t  t ime I  actual ly  get  proper ins ight  as to  

what  actual ly  happened on the ins ide.   But  fo r  me,  f rom my 20 

exper ience,  tact ica l  movement ,  f i rs t ly ,  I  am going to  

comment  on Metro,  they do not  have any tact ica l  movement .   

They do not  know house movement .   I  would not  work wi th 

any Metro member,  whether  he is  f rom the dog uni t ,  he wi l l  

end up shoot ing me f rom behind.   



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 237  o f  290  

 

 

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… should not  have been in  

that  room.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    What  I  am saying,  le t  us star t  f rom 

the ent rance to the f la t  so we get  a c lear  p ic ture.   I f  the 

threat  is  ins ide …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  sorry,  can we do th is ,  maybe to 

get  a bet ter  perspect ive,  because we do ment ion a 

statement  of  Jevon Lee China.   Perhaps,  Commissioners,  

we can go to f i le  number 2.   I t  wi l l  g ive bet ter  context  to  

what  the wi tness is  t ry ing to expla in.   So f i le  number 2 on 10 

page 420.   So,  Capta in,  you wi l l  see there,  i t  says the 

statement  of  one Jevon Lee China.   You wi l l  accept  that  th is  

is  one of  the statements that  you looked at ,  is  that  cor rect?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  cor rect .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  and for  the purpose of  th is  

d iscussion,  I  on ly  want  you to read in to the record and then 

you can expla in,  paragraph 4 of  that  s tatement .   Maybe just  

read that  in to the record wi thout  expla in ing f i rs t .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Sorry,  Chai r ,  you want  me to read?   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Ja,  in to the record,  just  that  par t .   20 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Read the whole paragraph?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay,  paragraph 4 f rom Jevon Lee 

China’s statement .   I t  is  the capta in f rom Met ro,  reads as  

fo l lows:   
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 “As we approached the f la t ,  I  not iced that  

the f la t  door was open.   Capta in 

Rodr iguez,  which  is  Pedro,  was s l ight ly  

ahead of  me.   Capta in Rodr iguez shouted 

out  a loud as we entered that  we are the 

pol ice.   I  a lso shouted o ut  ident i fy ing 

ourselves as pol icemen.   There was a  lo t  

o f  movement  f rom the occupants  of  the 

f la t  f rom the lounge area away f rom us 

fur ther  in to the f la t .   For  a few seconds,  I  10 

lost  s ight  of  the suspects.   Suddenly  

there was a deafening sound of  gunf i re  

coming f rom the posi t ion of  the suspects.   

The suspects f i red at  us.   Capta in  

Rodr iguez returned f i re .   I  saw the  

suspects f i r ing  in  our  d i rect ion.   I  

re turned f i re  as my l i fe  o r  l ives of  my 

col leagues were  in  imminent  danger.   I  

f i red two rounds f rom a dep artment  LM5 

r i f le . ”  20 

 I  am not  going to read the ser ia l  number,  i t  is  there.    

 “My col leagues,  one of f icer  Monsami,  one 

of f icer  Chabala la  and Constable Hal ford 

a lso returned f i re  s imul taneously.   When 

the gunf i re  stopped,  in  a couple of  
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seconds,  Capta in  Rodr iguez in formed us 

that  he had been shot  in  the abdomen.   

For tunate ly,  he  was wear ing a bul le tproof  

vest . ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then before  you comment ,  can you 

a lso go to page 405 of  the same document  and the 

statement  star ts  at  404.   And can you conf i rm that  is  a 

statement  of  Mat thew Roger Hal ford and can you conf i rm 

that  is  one of  the statement  that  we provided to you?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay,  I  ge t  that .   Which paragraph 10 

would you l ike me to read to you?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    405,  just  read in to the record paragraph 7.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    404?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    405.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    405,  paragraph 7.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay,  th is  is  the statement  of  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    I t  w i l l  say …[ intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Mat thew Roger .  20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    He is  a constable,  th is  i s  the 

member  that  is  f rom Organized Cr ime,  P ietermar i tzburg.   

Paragraph 7 states:  

 “ I  fur ther  wi th  Capta in Rodr iguez,  
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Capta in China,  that  is  h is  surname,  Metro 

Pol ice,  one of f icer  Monsami and one 

of f icer  Chabala la  proceeded to the said 

f la t .   As we approached the f la t ,  we 

not iced the f ront  door was a jar .   As ent ry 

was gained in to the f la t ,  we ident i f ied our  

of f ice by shout ing verbal  warn ings at  the 

t ime.   I  observed a group of  males jump 

up f rom the couch and move fu r ther  in to 

the f la t ,  where we temporar i l y  los t  s ight  10 

of  them.  At  th is  point ,  we came under  

h igh cal ib re automat ic  f i re ,  a  stun 

grenade was thrown in to the said f la t ,  

and we moved forward in to the  f la t  

simul taneously f i r ing. ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Can you a lso  read paragraph 10 for  

complet ion?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Paragraph 10?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    10,  yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Of  same 405?  20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  i t  is  on the same page,  yes.    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Paragraph 10 f rom the same 

member states:  

 “ I  la te r  establ ished that  I  had f i red  10 

rounds wi th my s tate issued r i f le ,  ser ia l  
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number …”  

 And I  am not  going to ment ion i t .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then last ly ,  p lease go to page 425.   

That  is  a statement  of  Pedro Rodr iguez.   And again,  

Capta in,  can you conf i rm that  th is  i s  one of  the f i ve  

statements that  we provided to you to consider?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  conf i rm,  Chai r .   This i s  a 

statement  that  was issued to me to look at .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then on that  s tatement ,  p lease go to  

the next  page.   I  want  you to read in to the record paragraph 10 

7,  which is  the f i rs t  paragraph.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay,  th is  statement ,  which I  am 

reading,  is  one o f  Mr Pedro 's,  o r  Capta in Pedro of  recent 

promoted.   Capta in Pedro,  paragraph 7,  f rom SAPS dog 

uni t .   

 “ I ,  together  wi th Capta in China of  Met ro,  

one of f i cer  Monsami,  one of f icer  

Chabala la,  and Constable Hal ford 

proceeded to the said f la t .   As we 

approached the f la t ,  I  not iced the  f ront  20 

door was a jar .   As I  entered the  f la t ,  I  

ident i f ied ourselves,  our  p re sence as 

pol ice of f icers shout ing verbal  warn ings.   

At  the t ime,  I  observed a group of  males 

jump up f rom the couch and move fur ther  
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in to the f la t ,  where we temporar i ly  lost  

s ight  of  them.  At  th is  stage,  h igh -cal ibre  

automat ic  f i re  began,  been f i red a t  us.   I  

immediate ly began to return f i re  as  we 

moved fur ther  in to the f la t .   Dur ing th is  

stage,  I  fe l t  that  I  had been shot  in  my 

lower abdomen area.   S imul taneously,  a  

stun grenade was thrown as we 

cont inued to advance fo rward. ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then last ly  on that  page,  can you read 10 

in to the record paragraph 10 of  that  s tatement?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Paragraph 10 states:  

 “ I  la te r  establ ished that  I  had f i red  12 

rounds,  meaning 12 shots had been f i red  

with the state f i rearm,  R1 r i f le . ”  

 I  am not  going to read a ser ia l  numbers there.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Chai r .   The story cont inues 

where the d i f ferent  pol i ce members have g iven statements  

of  the i r  account ,  and we had g iven those statements to  the 

Capta in to  come and make sense of  them.  Capta in ,  I  th ink 20 

then you can expla in to  the Chai r  what  you are t ry ing to  

expla in about  the  whole format ion there.   How do you enter  

the house,  at  least  in  that  instance?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay,  Chai r ,  just  again,  I  wi l l  speak 

about  my exper ience or  t ra in ing.   Coincidenta l l y ,  wi th  my 
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t ra in ing accredi ta t ion,  I  had …[ indist inct ]  t ra iner  wi th Metro.   

So where China was t ra ined by h is t ra iners,  those t ra iners  

were t ra ined by me.   We do not  do tact ica l  movement  wi th  

them.   They do appl icat ion shoots.   To refer  to  Pedro,  the  

dog uni t ,  Rodr iguez,  he was previously a Nat ional  

In tervent ion member before moving over  to  the dog uni t .   So 

he would have had a b i t  o f  exper ience wi th house movement 

or  how to enter .  DPCI ,  the constable f rom Pietermar i tzburg,  

I  am not  too sure of  h is  background h istory.   I f  he was 

assigned to DPCI ,  i t  is  s t ra ight  out  of  t ra in ing because he is  10 

a constable,  or  i f  he belonged to a tech uni t ,  but  DPCI,  as  

far  as I  am concerned,  i f  you are in  a uni t ,  you are a  docket 

carr ier ,  you have got  no exper ience.   I  would  not  t ra in you 

tact ica l  po l i c ing 1 and 2 movements,  house movements.   

There are two NIU members there.   Those NIU members do 

have the exper ience.    

 There are prerequis i tes to  every house c learance 

when we are t ra in ing you.   The prerequis i te  is  seven 

members to any room.  I f  you have got  less,  we are not  to  

enter .   The reason why we are not  to  enter ,  i f  there is  a 20 

casual ty  on the state s ide,  then that  person leading that  

group wi l l  have to answer,  and vice versa .   I f  you look at  

the amount  of  rounds the mem bers are count ing for  what  

they shot ,  rea l i s t ica l l y  speaking,  i f  they f i red those amount  

of  rounds in  such a smal l  area,  then I  would descr ibe i t  as 
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an overk i l l .    

 I  do not  have copies,  or  I  was not  par t  o f  seeing 

post -mortem reports.  I  have noth ing in  f ront  of  me.   I  am 

speaking of  my exper ience.   I  am going to st ick  to  my 

exper ience.   Again,  I  use the Chai r  and mysel f  go ing  

through a normal  house door.   There is  a tact ica l  movement  

way in  which we cut  that  door.   When you are looking down 

the passage,  we  cal l  i t  you are looking at  your  180,  s t ra ight  

down.   So your th reat  is  e i ther  ahead of  you,  o r  was that  out  

of  your  s ight .   Now,  the way these members are saying in  10 

thei r  s tatements,  they moved,  i t  seemed l i ke they were  

sucking thumb.   I f  that  door was a jar ,  and they managed to 

set  foot  ins ide,  and I  was s i t t ing on that  couch,  I  would have 

e l iminated h im,  because I  would  have had s ight  on h im,  

because they should,  i t  is  e i ther  they had in te l l igence or  the 

whole set  up of  th is  f la t ,  because i f  I  do not  know  what  is  on  

the s ide of  the lounge,  you lost  s ight  of  the people,  that  f la t  

is  not  very b ig.    

 So h id ing spaces,  you are going to run around the  

corner ,  you are only going to go two metres,  and you cannot  20 

go anywhere af te r  that .   I f  you are  on the balcony,  you are 

f ive f loors up,  you are going to jump to your death .   So I  

th ink i t  is  quest ionable,  o r  p roper accountabi l i t y  should  

have been done in  terms of  how they entered,  who led th is  

ent ry.   You can see they are a l l  speaking about  the stun 
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grenade being th rown over.   A  stun grenade do not  come 

af ter  you star t  f i r ing your r i f le .   The stun grenade,  that  i s  

why i t  has the name stun grenade,  i t  is  a  pyrotech we use 

before you even engage or  d ischarge your f i rearm.   You 

would see in  the statements,  and I  am seeing i t  now,  not  fo r  

the f i rs t  t ime,  but  the statements were said,  and I  read,  and 

I  do not  want  to  s tudy i t  page for ,  but  when I  read the story,  

I  sa id,  i t  does not  s i t  wel l  wi th  me f rom my t ra in ing 

exper ience,  because i f  they were to s imula te that  

…[indist inct ]  where they are going th rough,  and I  le f t  a  10 

mannequin around the corner ,  or  four  mannequins around 

the corner ,  and I  s tood there,  I  would have tapped them on 

the heads wi th the dry guns and said,  l i s ten,  you fa i led.   

You would have put  yoursel f  as a  casual ty .   That  account  

does not  marry what  tact ica l  movement  is  about .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  i t  possib ly  a funct ion of  what  you say 

is  they lacked tac t ica l  exper ience?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    They should not  have been there ,  some 

of  them …[intervenes] .  20 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Highly t ra ined,  h ighly t ra ined,  h ighly 

t ra ined.   I  wi l l  re i terate i t ,  there  is  an ind ictment ,  h ighly  

t ra ined.   When the Nat ional  In tervent ion is  not  work ing,  they 

are s imulat ing,  that  is  what  we do.   We are s imula t ing a l l  

the t ime.   I t  is  l ike a f i reman.   When he is  not  out  
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ext inguish ing a f i re ,  he is  not  s leep ing on the bed i f  he is  at  

work.   He is  s imulat ing,  he is  busy,  he is  t ra in ing.   I t  is  the 

same wi th tact ica l  movement .   We do the movement  

cont inuously every day unt i l  we go out  for  operat ions when 

we needed to go out  on operat ion.   There is  no space for  an  

er ror ,  when I  say an er ror ,  because we wi l l  come back wi th 

a casual ty  i f  we are coming back.    

 But  I  am saying ,  the way these statements are  

made,  there are members that  are not  tact ica l .   In  other  

words,  you are just  the b l ind is  leading the b l ind.   Let  us 10 

hypothet ica l l y  say Pedro Rodr iguez was tact ica l .   He f i red 

so many rounds of  a r i f le ,  a  R1.   R1 is  h igh cal ib re,  one 

round,  you drop an e lephant .   You are in  a space of  less 

than 4 by 4,  a  room, so many rounds.   Something is  not  

speaking to whatever happened there of f  the i r  s tatements.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Capta in,  so  you h ighl ighted two 

th ings.   I  want  to  ask you about  a th i rd one.   You 

h ighl ighted the composi t ion of  the team and the fact  that  at  

least  the dog uni t  and the DPCI constable may not  have had 

the exper ience.   And a lso,  I  guess,  Jevon Lee,  the Met ro 20 

pol ice of f icer .   The second issue you h ighl ighted was how 

they were supposed to enter  the room.   

 But  something is  s t range here,  because what  the  

statements seem to suggest  is  that  these f ive of f icers were  

ambushed,  as i f  the people who were in  that  room were 



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 247  o f  290  

 

 

wai t ing for  them and were a l ready car ry ing thei r  f i rearms,  

because they are  a l l  saying,  as they entered,  the  people 

ins ide star ted f i r ing at  them.  That  is  what  the statements 

seem to suggest .   But  then,  what  is  odd is  that  only Capta in  

Rodr iguez was h i t ,  and he was h i t  by the vest .   And the  

reason why you say th is  i s  improbable,  you said i f  the scene 

happened as they say i t  happened,  they would have been 

shot  o r  they would have been hur t .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  is  correct ,  there would have 

been a casual ty ,  because again,  I  s ta r t  a t  the door,  Chai r .   I  10 

star t  a t  the door,  the movement ,  shoulder  to  shoulder .   

Nobody walks in  f ront  of  somebody unless you know what  

you are doing.   I f  you are in  f ront  of  me,  I  wi l l  demonst rate  

i t  to  you,  my r i f le  wi l l  be on your shoulder .   The next  

person 's r i f le  wi l l  be fac ing the back,  because you do not  

know who is  coming f r om the back.   And we wi l l  cut  th is  

p lace n ice ly,  as in  terms of  cut  our  corners tact ica l l y .    

 I  do not  want  to  demonst rate the whole foot  

movement ,  but  they wi l l  know as tech people what  I  am 

ta lk ing about .   Even i f  the door i s  a ja r ,  there is  a way you 20 

go in to a door.   You …[ indist inct ]  person standing behind 

the door.   So again,  what  you are saying,  you are  absolute ly  

r ight .   I  am saying th is ,  even wi th panic,  they would have 

shot  each other  up in  that  narrow space,  because they f i red 

so  many rounds.   Tha t  means a l l  the shoot ing happened 
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around the corner .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And Chai r  has been carefu l  to  point  

out  that  we are not  so much concerned wi th the  shoot ing 

and how i t  happened.   The focus of  the Commission is  

whether  the pol ice have been in f i l t ra ted by the gangsters  

and the drug dealers and other  people.   So I  do not  want  to  

go in to deta i l  about  the shoot ing i tse l f .   But  Mr John,  the 

DPCI of f icer ,  when he gave evidence,  he ta lked about  the 

way the v ic t ims were l ined up.   IP ID,  sor ry.   Did  I  say 

DPCI?  IPID.   The way they were  l ined up.   Because you 10 

saw them when you entered the f la t ,  what  was your  

impression of  how they were l ined up?  Does i t  accord wi th  

the statement?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    The four  does not  speak to the  

shoot .   Even i f  I  took the p ictu re  that  was c i rcu la ted,  the  

four  deceased,  leave the one that  is  lay ing c loser  in  the 

p icture,  the four  around the corner ,  that  is  Lof tus ,  Ryan,  

and the other  two unknowns to me,  i t  does not  speak to  the 

shoot .   When I  say i t  does not  speak to the shoot ,  how does 

one cut  a corner  and you f ind four  people standing there 20 

and you h i t  them?  Now they f i red  so many rounds.   Now i f  

those,  i f  that  shots f i red,  missed,  they would have h i t  the  

wal ls  behind them.  Nowhere h igh up is  there one round that  

missed where there is  damage to the wal ls  h igh up.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you st i l l  have f i le  2 next  to  you?   
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  have a  look at  699.   They do not  

have to f l ight  i t .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Sor ry,  Chai r ,  just  repeat  the n umber,  

6?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    699,  699.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Ja,  I  got  i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So having read the statements and 

the descr ip t ion o f  what  happened,  when you look at  that  

photo,  is  i t  consistent  wi th  what  the statements say 10 

happened?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Never.   I t  cannot  be.   That  i s  how I  

saw th is  when I  entered fo r  that  few seconds.   I  saw more,  

the p icture is  wider  than what  is  here,  but  i t  does not  speak 

to i t .   You shoot  someone wi th a r i f le ,  I  am just  saying,  o r  

even a p isto l ,  c lose range,  t he body posi t ions wi l l  never  be 

l ike that .   You get  shot  wi th  a  r i f le ,  res imulated on a 

shoot ing range wi th mannequins,  i t  wi l l  l i f t  you and th row 

you.   Maybe enter  and even exi t ,  there would be b lood 

splat te r  a l l  over  those wal ls .   So I  am saying  on the  20 

statements,  my opin ion is  what  I  read and what  I  see,  fo r  

me,  i t  does not  speak to each other .   They need to,  

whenever,  expla in  how th is  came about .    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  whi le  you are  there,  can you a lso 

go to 767 on the  same f i le ,  f i le  2.   You le t  me  know once 
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you are there,  Capta in,  767.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Ja,  I  got  i t .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then,  a re you there,  Capta in?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  got  i t .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then I  a lso want  you then to move to 

771,  and then go to 772.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  got  i t .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  maybe in  your  own words,  can 

you expla in what  you make of  what  i s  depicted on that  

p ic ture,  and in  re lat ion to paragraph 25 and 26 of  your  10 

statement ,  in  te rms of  those bul le t  wounds,  those gunshot  

mark ings,  and some of  t he b lood splat te rs on the f loor .    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    What  page on the statement?   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Now we are on 772.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No,  I  got  those.   The statement?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Your statement ,  page 8.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Oh,  my statement .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  I  am saying in  re lat ion to what  you 

are saying on your statement ,  so  maybe you can ref resh 

yoursel f  what  you say.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  which paragraph are you referr ing 

h im to,  25?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    We are on 26.   26 ,  paragraph 26.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    This is  where you say,  having ref reshed 
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my memory by looking at  the photos of  the scene,  i t  is  

observed that  most  of  the b lood sp lat ters were on the lower,  

should  be lower,  on  the level ,  lower level  on the wal l .   And 

i t  goes on page 9.   Do you see that ,  Capta in?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  see that .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  I  have just  g iven you a demonst rat ion 

of  some of  the bul le ts where they landed.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    As I  sa id in  my statement ,  Chai r ,  

wi th  the statements of  the shoot is ts ,  and the p ictures taken 

by the photographer,  i t  does not  speak to each other  wi th 10 

the statements o f  the shoot is ts .   And my opin ion is ,  is  i f  

anyone t ry  to  h ide that  they go h id ing in  a  lay ing posi t ion,  

or  that  they go h id ing in  a knee l ing posi t ion,  tha t  they 

stumble on each other ,  because i t  is  a l leged somebody was 

f i r ing at  the pol ice there.   So,  or  some bodies was f i r ing,  

that  is  the a l legat ion.   

 But  i f  you look at  a l l  the p ictures,  the p ictures that  

were taken here,  these are a l l  low shots.   And you cannot ,  a  

r i f le ,  just  to  g ive you the d i f ference between shoot ing wi th a  

p is to l  and a r i f le ,  i f  I  t ra in  a s low learner  wi th a p is to l ,  i f  20 

they fear  the sound going of f ,  and they do not  fo l low the 

fundamenta ls which I  would teach them, they wi l l  shoot  the  

ground.   And f rom 5 metres,  they shoot  the ground.    

 But  i f  they fo l low the fundamenta ls and they know 

thei r  weapons,  that  is  why I  sa id th is  would be advanced 
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un i ts  that  are doing house c learances.   I f  you are not  

t ra ined to do i t ,  do not  do i t ,  b ecause you wi l l  end up 

in ju r ing or  k i l l i ng your own member .   You are going through 

a door,  whatever  way your r i f le  i s  point ing is  the d i rect ion in  

which i t  is  going to f i re .   So there is  no way i f  you have got  

your  r i f le  in  your  shoulder ,  i t  is  going to f i re  on the ground.   

So,  the statements,  what  I  have read …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Unless you point  i t ,  un less you,  i t  is  on 

your shoulder ,  noth ing stops you f rom point ing i t  to  the  

ground.   10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Let  me g ive  you a bet te r  s imulat ion,  

Chai r ,  and i t  is  good you ask th is  quest ion.   I t  is  heal thy 

because not  everyone carr ies r i f les.   A r i f le  is  about  15  

ki los wi th a magazine in  i t ,  15 kg ’s.   We have got  tact ica l  

bel ts  on th is  r i f les.   You do not  carry a r i f le  wi thout  a bel t .   

So i t  takes,  i t  supports you wi th the  weight .   When you t ra in 

wi th a r i f le ,  i t  is  f rom the safe ready,  your  r i f le  is  here,  but  

when you engage in  a threat ,  your  r i f le  is  here.   So the  

movement  i s  not  f rom your lower h ip,  one,  two,  three.   By 

one,  two,  three,  me as a weapon e xpert ,  I  would have 20 

double tapped you before you do anyth ing.   So the r i f le  

would be in  the shoulder  when you enter  in  the th reat .    

 There is  no way when you d ischarge that  r i f le ,  you 

are going to h i t  the ground or  you are going to f i re  low.   So 

when we do c lose contact ,  we say whatever d i rect ion you 
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po int  your  r i f le ,  i f  you d ischarge i t ,  that  is  the way i t  i s  

going to f i re .   So i f  they went  around the corner ,  for  

example,  and I  am not  deal ing wi th what  happened there 

because I  was not  there,  but  I  am sayi ng i f  one goes around 

the corner ,  you need to cut  wi th  your r i f le .   So normal ly  the  

way we would cu t ,  we wi l l  drop the r i f le .   So i t  is  not  the  

barre l  is  not  seen coming around the corner .   Drop the r i f le ,  

and as soon as we cut ,  we l i f t  i t  up to  engage.   So you are 

not  f i r ing in  a low posi t ion.   

 I  am saying f rom exper ience,  when we dr ive by and 10 

we s imulate,  that  is  the exerc ise.   The movement  i s  never 

f rom upward,  downward.   I t  i s  a lways f rom here,  save ready,  

to  your  shoulder .   I t  is  never up here.   Even when we 

engage in  someone that  i s  h igher,  f i rs t  f loor ,  second f loor ,  

and i f  you are going up the sta i rs ,  i t  i s  a lways in  your  

shoulders  f rom there to  there.   And i f  the threat  is  no t  there,  

i t  is  immediate ly  here  because you could have someone 

innocent  that  wi l l  just  bypass or  come in f ront  of  you.   But  

f rom these statements,  l ike I  say,  to  the p ictures o f  where 

the wal ls  and the  f loors are damaged,  i t  i s  ind icat ing  c lear  20 

that  the whole shoot ,  and I  do  not  want  to  ponder on i t ,  but  

f rom my exper ience,  that  whole shoot  was a low shoot .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  Capta in ,  you were not  there,  but  

in  layman's te rms,  the story as dep icted or  as set  ou t  in  the 

statements does not  add up.    
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I t  does not  add up.   Fi rs t ly ,  wi th  the 

amount  of  rounds they f i red,  a human being 's body is  a b ig  

target .   When we s imulate,  we shoot  on st ra ight  p ins.   We 

shoot  on matchboxes.   We shoot  on a 9mm cart r idge.   I t  is  

r id icu lous.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    And perhaps,  Capta in,  to  g ive bet te r 

context ,  a t  paragraph 24 of  your  st atement ,  maybe read in to  

the record as to how many rounds were shot  by each of  the  

f ive members.   That  is  f rom paragraph 24.1 to  24.5.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Accord ing to the i r  s tatements.    10 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Accord ing to the i r  s tatements,  yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Accord ing to the statements,  ja .   

Wel l ,  I  conf i rmed th is  of f  the i r  s tatements that  Capta in  

Pedro Rodr iguez f i red 12 rounds wi th the R1.   The 

magazine capaci ty  there is  20 rounds,  i f  i t  is  not  an 

extended mag,  but  the standard  issue is  20 rounds of  

ammuni t ion.   That  is  a lo t  o f  ammuni t ion to be f i red.   

Constable Mat thew Rodgers f i red 10 rounds of f  h is  r i f le .   

Constable Monsami,  the stun grenade.  Constable  

Chabala la,  three R5 rounds and Jevon,  two rounds f rom the 20 

r i f le .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Now,  I  want  you to consider ,  Capta in –  

Chai r?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me take you to 776 and 780.   Do we 

have any idea where those,  where on,  whether  i t  is  the wal l  
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or  whatever  e lse,  where exact ly  those are supposed to be 

and how does tha t  f i t  in  wi th  what  you are te l l ing us?  I  am  

not  saying i t  does not .   I  just  want  you to p lease exp la in.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Chai r ,  that  776 looks,  f rom what ,  i f  

you look at  773,  that  i s  looking l i ke  that  i s  the passage wal l  

which leads you to the lounge.   I  could be subject  to  

correct ion.   I f  you look at  776 …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  in  terms of  what  you said,  is  that  low 

or  h igh?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Perhaps i t  wi l l  he lp that  when you answer  10 

that  quest ion on 773,  look in  re lat ion to the green couch,  in  

answer ing that  quest ion,  maybe tha t  wi l l  as sist .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    77?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    773,  yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  low.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  sure,  i t  is ,  especia l l y  the top 

mark would have been around what ,  head level .   In  fact ,  

even above head level  i f  someone was s i t t ing on the  couch.    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  p ic ture ,  i f  we entered as  we are  

going towards the threat ,  there is  no way we are going to  20 

engage the wal l  by accidenta l l y  shoot ing i t .   When I  say no 

way,  the pol iceman had entered.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am just ,  I  am engaging you at  the level  

o f  low and h igh.   Remember,  your  ear l ie r  debate was about  

the marks being low.  
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    For  me …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Which is  why I  was asking,  i s  that  low or  

h igh?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    The ones in  the passage I  c lassi fy  

as h igh,  as reasonably h igh.   That  is  h ip h igher.   That  is  h ip  

h igher.   That  is  abdomen shots.   That  is  in  the passage.   

773,  you are looking in  l ine wi th the  couch.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    The others …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And then what  in  re lat ion to your  theory,  10 

what  would you say about  these which you say are not  low?  

Based on your theory about  when you enter ,  th is  is  what  

you …[ indist inct ] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    773,  you are refer r ing to Cha i r?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Again,  I  am saying that  i f  you are 

going down the passage,  where you are searching,  i f  that  is 

the wal l ,  i f  I  am going down the passage wi th a r i f le ,  there 

is  no way that  I  am going to accidenta l l y  shoot  that  wal l .   

That  wal l  can only be shot  f rom the o pposi te  180 d i rect ion.   20 

And i f  you are asking fo r  height ,  I  have g iven i t  to  you.   

That  is  h igher than h ip height .   I t  is  h ip and h igher.   

CHAIRPERSON :    By that ,  do you mean someone would  

have had to be fac ing that  wal l?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Someone has to be fac ing that  wal l ,  



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 257  o f  290  

 

 

and that  is  what  we cal l  when you are approaching your 

180,  you are shoot ing at  180,  s t ra ight  ahead of  you.   Even 

the damage,  the damage in  the wal l ,  hypothet ica l l y ,  i f  the 

pol ice shot  that  wal l ,  the damage would not  have looked l i ke 

that .   They would have taken out  chunks,  b ig chunks wi th  

the cal ibre,  the 223 and the r i f le ,  the R1 r i f le  would take b ig 

chunks out  of  that  wal l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Have we seen any such b ig chunks here?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Sorry,  Chai r?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Have we seen any such b ig chunks here?   10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Ja,  i f  you look at  776.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Ja,  776,  that  is  def in i te ly  r i f le  

damage.   That  wi l l  not  be 9mm damage.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  guess because we do not  see the  

cei l ing and the f loor ,  you cannot  te l l  how high th is  i s .    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    We cannot  te l l ,  ja .   

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  at  776.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  would imagine at  780 as wel l .   Did 20 

you agree that  you cannot  real l y  te l l?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  cannot  rea l ly  te l l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Especia l ly  wi th  the way the  p icture 

is  taken,  you wou ld not  be able to  te l l .   I t  is  a  c lose -up on 
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the wal l .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Did you get  to  see these bul le t  marks 

yoursel f ,  o r  d id you just  en ter  b r ie f ly ,  look at  the  bodies,  

ident i fy  those deceased that  you managed to ident i fy?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Wi th my exper ience,  at tend ing the  

cr ime scene to  conf i rm,  I  was led  by Capta in  Deena 

Govender.   So he walked me down the passage.   I  was not  

even looking,  k i t chen,  bathroom.  I  walked behind h im unt i l  I  

saw th is .   I  could see one person lay ing and then that  is  

when I  looked in .   I  d id  not  even l ike walk,  s tep over  h im or  10 

anyth ing.   I  d id  not  want  to  contaminate.   So I  d id  not  look 

for  the bul le t  ho les and whatever there,  the damages on the  

wal ls .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  in  re lat ion to page 773 that  the 

Chai r  is  engaging you on,  773,  the deceased bodies,  in  

re lat ion to that ,  on which s ide would that  be,  because 

…[intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I t  should be  at  your  quar ter  past .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    A t  your  quarter  past .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    To the p ictu re.  20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes.   So my understanding is  that  those 

holes wi l l  be on your le f t  as you enter .   That  is  the cor r idor .    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  the le f t .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes.   But  a l l  the deceased,  is  i t  correct  at  

least  to  say that  a l l  the deceased were actual ly  on the  
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opposi te  s ide of  the wal l?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  cor rect .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Which a lso creates a d i f f icu l ty  as  to  why 

would the pol ice  shoot  in  the opposi te  d i rect ion  i f  the i r  

statement  i s  to  be  taken …[ indist inc t ] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  cor rect .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  ask a d i f fe rent  quest ion about  

th is  773.   You say,  g iven that  wal l ,  those shoot ings there,  

you say,  those marks rather ,  you say,  i f  the pol ice had shot  

at  that  wi th  th is  ca l ib re of  weapons,  i t  would have taken out  10 

a b ig chunk.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    B ig chunks,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Does that  then mean that  you a l low for  

d i f ferent  guns or  f i rearms were used other  than the r i f le ,  

whether  by the pol ice or  by the deceased?  Is  that  what  i t  

means?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Say again,  sorry,  Chai r?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  you say,  as you have done,  i f  you say 

that  i f  the r i f les that  we see l i s ted in  the statement  had 

been used,  a b ig  chunk of  that  par t  o f  the wal l  wou ld have 20 

been taken.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    My quest ion is ,  does tha t  mean,  

therefore,  that  you a l low for  the possib i l i ty  that  the  pol ice 

of f icers used d i f ferent  ca l ib re weapons?  That  is  one 
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a l ternat ive.   The other  is  that  the deceased shot  wi th  

d i f ferent  ca l ibre weapons.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  agree wi th  you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  agree wi th you.   I t  is  c lear  that  

d i f ferent  ca l ibres  were used there by the damage t hat  is  

photographed there.   Just  take note,  Chai r ,  you know the,  

th is  i s  a l l  c lose contact .   Just  to  emphasize a l i t t le  b i t  deta i l  

on when you d ischarge a f i rearm c lose up to a wal l ,  you 

must  remember there is  a th ing l ike  a r i cochet .   I t  can come 10 

r ight  back at  you.   We do not  car ry  R1’s unless we are 

working in  the rura l .   I t  is  for  far  contact ,  not  for  house 

c learance.   You d ischarge that  gun,  there is  three people 

standing in  a row,  you can take out  a l l  th ree people.   I t  is  

l i ke a 357 …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You can …[ intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi th a r i cochet ,  you can even k i l l  

yoursel f .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    K i l l  yoursel f .   So I  am saying,  I  do 20 

not  know.   I  was saying yesterday to somebody wi th  

secur i t y  companies,  I  am of f  the topic,  the c lose protectors 

are carry ing these r i f les,  a l though they are not  automat ic .   

Do they real ize that  in  urban areas where they have got  

pr inc ip les they are protect ing,  they cannot  d ischarge those 
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f i rearms,  because i f  t here is  a threat  and you d ischarge that  

f i rearm,  you are going to in jure more than one person or  k i l l  

more than one person.   You are go ing to be ar rested.   That  

is  why we have a p isto l ,  because the p isto l  i s  for  c lose 

contact ,  80% maximum accuracy wi th any p isto l ,  f rom the 

smal lest  to  the Parabel lum,  which  is  the b iggest .   And the 

r i f les only come in fo r  d is tance.   The s ights on the r i f le  is  

set  at  300 and 500.   Bul lseye …[ indist inct ] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You have looked at ,  you have been 

shown qui te  a number of  pages tha t  show markings.    10 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Does your  answer hold fo r  those 

markings as wel l  that  you have been looking at?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  I  looked at  those,  even,  you 

know,  the one in  the ground,  I  th ink there is  one I  saw in  

the ground.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    There is  some that  look obviously low,  

and then you have got  some on the  ground.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then my quest ion is ,  is  i t  the same 20 

reasoning that  you apply …[ intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Same reasoning …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  i f  i t  had been these cal ib re  

weapons,  there should have been a b igger …[ intervenes] .  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Ja,  that  is  reasoning.   I  a lso just  
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want  to  say about  the amount  o f  ammuni t ion f i red f rom 

these r i f les,  I  am not  saying when there is  a threat ,  you 

stop shoot ing when you are st i l l  be ing f i red at ,  i f  that  i s  

happening.   But  the state issues fu l ly  automat ic  weapons.   

There is  h igh possib i l i t ies i f  you do not  know what  you are 

doing,  you can put  your  f i rearm on automat ic ,  because i t  

has a double lever ,  that  R5.   I t  has a le f t -hand user  lever ,  

which can engage you in to automat ic  wi th a sof t  touch,  and 

i t  has a r ight -hand lever  on e i ther  s ide of  the f i rearm.   I f  you 

do not  know what  you are  doing,  when I  t ra in these people,  10 

down at  the range,  f i re  20 rounds at  your  own t ime,  on your 

own target ,  f rom 30 met res.   I  wi l l  just  hear brr r r .   Wi th in 

f ive seconds,  a l l  30 rounds is  ou t ,  and the person is  not  

competent ,  because when a weapons on auto,  i t  runs h igh.    

 So I  am just  saying th is .   I  am not  saying that  

happened there.   What  I  am saying is ,  i f  you look at  the 

spread,  you look at  the grouping,  we cal l  i t ,  something is  

not  speaking here to the statements.   I t  must  have been a 

long contact  to  f i re  th is ,  un less you had your f i rearm on 

auto.   To f i re  12 R1 rounds,  i t  must  have been a long 20 

gunf ight  th is ,  which I  do not  bel ieve was a long gunf ight ,  

o therwise,  the whole of  Durban 's  armed response,  as in  

pol i c ing,  would have been there.   This was a quick,  shor t  

burst .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   
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ADV MOSIKILI :    Perhaps last ly ,  can you look at  page,  two 

pages,  779,  that  mark ing there,  would you say i t  accords 

wi th,  a re you there,  Capta in?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  have got  i t ,  779.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  there is  a mark ing there next  to  the  

te lev is ion.   What  i s  your  observat ion of  that  mark ing?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Again,  th is  i s  a low shoot  in  terms of  

height .   I t  is  a  low shoot .   So,  whatever  d i rect ion the shot  

was f i r ing,  i t  was obviously f i r ing  at  something low.   The  

cal ibre,  I  am not  going to be able to  te l l  you,  because i f  you 10 

look at  th is  bui ld ing c losely,  I  am not  too sure i f  i t  is  bui l t  

out  of  b lock,  as in  Cor robr ick rock ,  or  i f  i t  is  br ick,  but  f rom 

the p lasterwork there,  a 9mm on b lock can do that  damage.   

But  at  the same t ime,  I  can say,  a r i f le  can a lso  do th is  

damage,  so i t  is  debatable.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Chai r ,  I  th ink we have made the point  on  

the bul le ts,  that  some of  them ended on the f loor ,  some on 

the lower range,  and maybe some on the mid to  h igher 

range,  but  the  major i ty  of  them, we would  say by  

observat ion,  they seem to be on a much lower end on the 20 

ground,  Chai r ,  bu t  we cannot  exclude some of  them that  are 

a b i t  h ip  h igher,  Chai r .   But  that  is  as much as we can 

canvas wi th th is  wi tness,  at  least  on the bul le ts that  are 

seen.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  I  cannot  c la im to have gone through 
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a l l  o f  them.  We wi l l  see when we do that  exerc ise  s lowly 

and carefu l ly  and we wi l l  see what  to  make of  them.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    [ Ind ist inct ]… Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    But  the exhib i t  is  there,  Chai r .   Capta in,  

what  I  want  to  canvas wi th you whi le  we are dea l ing wi th 

ammuni t ions is ,  Chai r ,  I  do not  in tend on going through the  

post -mortem reports,  but  what  I  want  to  canvas wi th the 

wi tness is  the d iagrams that  they show where the  bul le t  

ended and i t  is  not  graphic at  a l l ,  Chai rperson.   I t  is 10 

sketches,  as i t  were,  Chai rperson.   So,  for  example ,  Chai r ,  

look at  page 440 and check and g ive us ind icat ion whether  

that  should be f l ighted or  not .   Capta in,  go to page 4 40 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  a re  we seeking to establ ish  wi th 

that ,  because I  am just  th ink ing once you ta lk  that  k ind of  

ev idence,  one would expect  that  i t  be what  a pa thologist  

who expresses v iews on tha t ,  un less perhaps you 

…[incomplete] .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Chai r ,  I  would submit  that  we do not  even 20 

need to go there.   We can deduce f rom th is  wi tness,  

Chai rperson,  g iven the k ind of  f i re ,  the cal ibre that  was 

used and the in jur ies that  were susta ined and we are not  

deal ing wi th each in jury,  Chai rperso n.   I  demonst rate just  

f ive in jur ies that  we say that  wi l l  say that  those on thei r  own 
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should have been fata l .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   And does the pathologist  not  say 

something in  that  regard?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    They would be more usefu l ,  but  not  fo r  

that  purpose,  Chai r .   I  would want  them …[ indist inct ]  the  

di rect ion of  the  t ra jectory and a l l  o f  that  and that  

…[indist inct ]  canvas wi th th is  wi tness,  and the range as to 

what  d is tance was there.   That  we are not  going to deal  

wi th ,  Chai rperson.   What  we need to demonst rate,  

Chai rperson,  i t  is  a  s imple point ,  which I  th ink should be 10 

made,  Chai rperson.   I  know we are not  deal ing wi th 

ext ra judic ia l  k i l l ing cases here,  but  s ince we have gone th is  

far ,  we need to at  least  demonst ra te where some of  these 

bul le ts  ended in  l ine wi th what  we have at  least  d iscovered,  

Chai rperson.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  Mr Mosik i l i ,  I  wanted to  say,  to  

suggest  that ,  I  mean,  there is  no cont roversy that  these 

people were k i l led in  that  operat ion by pol ice of f icers.   And 

wi thout  knowing which shot  came f i rs t  and was the fata l  

shot ,  is  there any,  what  is  the poin t  that  we are seeking?  I f  20 

the d iscussion is  not  to  say,  wel l ,  there is  a headshot  there,  

that  shot  would  have k i l led and therefore i t  was not  

necessary to  shoot  th is  person fu r ther ,  what  would  we be 

seeking to demonst rate?  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Commissioner Baloyi ,  I  do not  need to go  
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there,  but  what  I  want  to  put  to  th is  wi tness is  that  what  we 

have,  and to an extent  that  he  might  want  to  see,  is  that  

when you look at  these d iagrams in  the p ost -mortem 

reports,  they a l l  show that  each and every  deceased 

received a headshot  wound and some might  have four  o r  

f ive wounds for  the rest  of  the bodies.   And I  want  to  see i f  

he can comment ,  especia l l y  on  the cal ib res used and 

accept ing that  on  the facts presented,  at  least  the d iagrams 

presented in  the post -mortem reports,  that  there were head 

wounds that  were ,  at  least  each and every deceased.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  be l ieve,  I  may be wrong,  we do know 

that  Capta in Houston is  an expert  in  terms of  the use of  

f i rearms,  but  I  th ink i t  is  another  f ie ld  of  expert ise that  

deals wi th the wounds that  wou ld be on a person,  the  

t ra jectory,  d i rect ion.   Am I  wrong or  am I  cor rect?  I  be l ieve 

i t  is  a  d i f fe rent  type of  expert i se.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Commissioner,  I  th ink I  must  concur 

wi th you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  th ink when i t  comes to the post -20 

mortem,  and no d isrespect  to  Advocate …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Is  that  that  is  expert  ev idence,  and 

that  must  come f rom a bal l is t i c  expert  and a pathologist .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.    
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    We can a l l  g ive our  opin ions based 

on v i ta ls  and what  damage a weapon can do.   But  I  do not  

th ink i t  is  going to make any d i f ference wi th my opin ion,  

which is  a k i l le r  shot  on there.   Any shot  can be a k i l le r  

shot ,  especia l ly  w i th  the type of  weapon used there.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought  so.   I  thought  so,  Mr Mosik i l i .    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  Chai r ,  no ,  that  i s  not  what  I  was 

t ry ing to deal  wi th ,  Chai rperson,  but  I  take the point  in  as  

far  as the l imi tat ions that  he can provide.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  10 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Perhaps I  can put  a proposi t ion to h im and 

see i f  he can comment  wi thout  deal ing wi th the d iagrams 

and he is  more than welcome to say he cannot  comment  and 

I  am happy to leave i t  there.   Capta in,  to  an extent  that ,  a t  

least  accept  for  a moment ,  what  we have in  f ront  of  us is  

that  we know tha t  a l l  the pol ice of f icers  that  went  in  there  

were carry ing r i f les and each of  the deceased received a 

headshot  wound f rom these r i f les.    

 And you can comment  i f  you may,  is  there a  

l ike l ihood that  having received a shot  on  the head f rom the 20 

r i f le ,  f rom that  conf igurat ion of  the f la t ,  meaning that  a lmost  

c lose range,  one would have surv ived long enough to 

receive fu r ther  gunshot  wounds on the body?  I f  we say for  

a moment  the gunshot  wounds were f i rs t ,  we do not  know 

which one came f i rs t ,  le t  us say the gunshot  wound on the 
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head was f i rs t ,  i s  i t  p lausib le that  fur ther  to  that  you would 

surv ive to receive fu r ther  wounds on your  abdomen and 

torso as we have here?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    There is  a possib i l i ty  real is t i ca l l y  i f  

a  human being has been shot  that  there is  s t i l l  l i fe  af ter  you 

have been shot .   A  person can be decapi tated and s t i l l  have 

movement .   I  am saying that  f rom exper ience.   Wi th  regards 

to th is ,  again I  am going to re i terate that  we cannot  say 

which was the k i l ler  shot .   But  what  I  do  want  to  add,  Mr,  

Chai r ,  is  that  i f  there is  any movement  wi th c lose contact  10 

shoot ing,  i t  can resul t  in  burns.   When I  say burns,  res idue.     

Ri f le  res idue f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  the cameraman here 

can have i t  on h im i f  I  shoot  past  h im.   Same wi th me,  i t  can 

get  onto my body,  onto my face and my c loth ing because i t  

is  c lose up.   I  th ink I  must  just  c lose there because the 

quest ion that  is  put  to  me is  a d i f f icu l t  one.    

 My f ind ing might  be yes,  I  can h i t  you in  the ar tery  

in  your  r ight  leg and you are normal .   And the other  one 

would say h i t  you in  the headshot  and you are normal .   But  

i t  is  a l l  subject  to  exact ly  the scene what  would happen 20 

there.   I  am not  going to be able to  g ive you an accurate 

answer there.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    I  was only l im i t ing i t  to  the headshot  

wounds but  i f  tha t  is  your  f ina l  answer,  not  any other  body 

par ts,  i t  was l imi ted to that ,  to  the body par ts.    
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No,  i f  i t  is  a  headshot ,  that  is  a 

headshot ,  you have got  no chance,  not  wi th  what  I  saw 

there because that  whole  head is  b lown out .   There is  no 

chance that  you,  even i f  you have got  l i fe  and your heart  is  

st i l l  beat ing,  there is  no chance.   You have got  …[ indist inc t ]  

surv iva l  o f  re turn ing f i re  or  anyth ing.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    That  wi l l  do fo r  now,  Capta in.   Thank you.   

Chai r ,  that  wi l l  then do away wi th having to go th rough the  

d iagrams because at  the point  I  th ink i t  is  made and as to  

how the rest  of  the wounds wi l l  be expla ined and wh ich one 10 

came f i rs t  and wh ich one is  a fa ta l  wound,  that  is  something 

we wi l l  have to deal  wi th  when we make submissions to  the 

Commission,  but  at  least  I  am happy to l ive wi th that .   No 

pun in tended wi th that  answer f rom the Capta in.   Cap ta in,  

can we then dea l  wi th  paragraph 28 just  to  sum up th is  

sect ion of  your  ev idence.   That  wi l l  be on page 9.   That  is  

when you deal  w i th  the presence of  the dog uni t  on the  

cr ime scene.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Okay,  Chai r ,  I  th ink I  inc luded th is  

par t  in  my statement .   When you are going fo r  h igh  prof i le  20 

suspects,  i f  they are c lassi f ied as h igh prof i le ,  dangerous 

suspects,  then the dog vehic le is  ut i l ised.   Normal ly  a dog 

vehic le has a dog on i t  and a dog is  normal ly  the f i rs t  l ine of  

defence.   You would sen d a dog in ,  you get  two types,  or  

you get  var ious types,  I  am just  going to st ick on the pat ro l  
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dog.   The pat ro l  dog is  a b i t ing dog.   When you re lease i t ,  

there is  a robbery  and a suspect  is  running,  the dog wi l l  b i te  

and subdue the suspect .   I f  there is  a housebreaking,  I  am 

just  us ing examples away f rom th is ,  you re lease the dog,  

you get  a posi t ive spore or  scent ,  the dog wi l l  f ind the  

suspect  and f lush them out .   So a dog vehic le wi l l  be 

ut i l ised for  f lushing out  a suspect .   In  th is  case there were  

two dog vehic les,  they had no dogs.   That  was,  when I  say 

had no dogs,  I  never saw dogs,  but  there were dog vehic les.   

That  was Capta in  Pedro,  who belongs to the dog uni t ,  and 10 

Metro,  Capta in China,  Jevon China,  he d id  not  arr i ve  wi th a  

dog.   I  am not  saying the scenar io  would have been bet te r ,  

but  i f  they par ted a team because they are dog handlers,  

that  is  what  the dog uni ts  wi l l  be used fo r .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  f ind out  Capta in,  I  th ink Mr 

John,  the f i rs t  wi tness,  he spoke about  a task team which is  

led by Colonel  Deena Govender.   Now these people that  you 

are descr ib ing,  inc luding the dog uni t  and the Metro  pol ice 

of f icer ,  are these par t  o f ,  to  your  knowledge,  are these par t  

o f  the task team led by Colonel  Govender,  o r  on the day 20 

these are randomly put  together  people and not  o rd inar i l y  

h is  task team?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  wi l l  answer th is  two ways,  i f  you 

a l low me to,  Commissioner.   When I  worked west  and I  ran 

the TRT,  that  is  2017 in  P inetown,  Pedro worked in  my uni t  
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as a dog uni t ,  as a dog handler .   So we would a t tend to  

cash in  t ransi t ,  business robber ies,  ser ious k ind.   I  was 

wear ing a beret ,  I  was TRT wi th my members,  he was dog 

uni t ,  but  he was in  that  team.  He would report  to  me at  

t imes,  I  would even s ign h is permi t  when i t  expi red  for  h is  

r i f le .   So that  was a task team.  The task team I  bel ieve that  

is  there is  a task team that  i s  se l f -made up.   Unless I  

shor t fa l l  o f  having knowledge that  there is  a pr inc ipal  who 

put  a mul t id isc ip l inary task team, because when media  

publ ishes th is ,  they speak about  a mul t id isc ip l inary task  10 

team l ike th is  is  a  permanent  uni t .   

 But  i f  you look at  th is ,  you can see there is  

immobi l i zat ion of  cer ta in people  only work wi th  cer ta in  

people.   I  do not  know i f  that  answers you.   Again,  i f  i t  was 

L ieutenant  Colonel  Deena,  I  do  not  know,  but  he  is  a senior  

person there,  then he has put  h is  team together .   So I  am 

not  too sure i f  h is  p r inc ipal ,  whoever the pr inc ipa l  is ,  is  

aware that  th is  i s  h is  team, because i f  you are  moving 

anywhere and f rom what  I  have been l is tenin g to  on the  

evidence f rom previous wi tnesses and what  has now come 20 

to l ight ,  i t  seems l ike th is  team is going a l l  over  as a team.   

So what  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The same people?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    The same people.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  I  th ink that  answers my quest ion.    
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    But  again,  I  have got  a brother  at  

NIU,  Nat ional  In tervent ion,  he is  a  capta in there and those 

two members fa l l  under h im.   And we ta lk  dai l y .   When NIU 

or  TRT members are ut i l i zed,  yes they mobi l ize somet ime s 

against  the i r  work ing hours,  but  not  every t ime you have the  

same people.   So I  do not  know,  i t  is  l ike when you get  a 

task team, you have what  we cal l  a  SAP15.   We f i l l  in  a l l  the 

members '  names so we can account .   This capta in,  that  

war rant  of f i cer ,  that  constable,  and at  the back i t  says,  you 

are inspected by me,  you are carry ing that  f i rearm,  so many 10 

rounds of  ammuni t ion,  and we book you on as a task  team.   

Or i f  th is  is  a thumb-suck task team, where you just  say,  

hey,  we have got  in format ion,  we are meet ing …[ indist inct ]  

or  we are meet ing …[ indist inct ]  there is  people coming now,  

cash in  -  then they immobi l ize and i t  is  exci tement .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe just  le t  me make sure  that  I  

understand your answer.   So whether  th is  i s  an establ ished 

task team wi th someone who created i t ,  wi th  author i t y ,  or  

th is  i s  a made -up team, you are able to  say that ,  are you 

able to  say that  th is  group of  people that  are  in  th is  20 

inc ident ,  they in  fact  move around together  as,  when they 

do operat ions,  o r  when they do thei r  work yes.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  have seen them, based at  Durban 

Centra l .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  have seen them because one of  

…[indist inct ]  Durban Cent ra l ,  I  th ink he is  on secondment ,  I  

do not  know i f  he  is  p laced permanent ly  in  the DPCI,  Deena 

reports to  Durban Centra l ,  I  have seen h im there in  the  

bui ld ing.   Chevon belongs to Met ro,  they are in  Old Fort  

Road,  they are about  3,  4  k i lometres  away.   Pedro belongs 

to the dog uni t ,  I  do not  know i f  he is  Durban South or  

Durban dog uni t  o r  where.   So th is  task team do not  have an 

of f ice,  they meet  in  the st reet ,  they meet  under the l ight ,  

and l i ke  I  sa id,  I  do  not  know i f  they have a pr inc ipal .   I  10 

have not  looked in to the mat ter  to  say,  Colonel  Deena,  is  

th is  your  task team, who are you report ing to?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  they move around together ,  i t  is 

real ly  what  I  am t ry ing to establ ish.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I t  is  very evident ,  because not  just  

f rom previous wi tnesses,  me being Operat ional  Commander 

of  Durban s ince 2021,  I  have seen them .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  mean,  I  could have been leading 

wi th my ski l l s ,  and I  th ink that  is  why they d id not  even 20 

a l low me into the scene,  because he knows I  am the 

Operat ional  Commander.   I  am not  there because of  

anyone 's persona l  in terest ,  I  am there  to see i f  there is  a  

cr ime that  came v ia radio.   But  I  hope I  answered tha t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  you had,  you have answered.  



    13 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 158 
 

Page 274  o f  290  

 

 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    There is  a b ig d i f ference,  Cha i r ,  wi th  

task teams.   I t  is  task teams e i ther  formulated by senior  

management ,  you need a mul t id isc ip l inary,  you need 

d i f ferent  sk i l l s ,  dog uni t ,  narcot ics  dog,  you know,  that  t ype 

of  th ing.   You need some crowd cont ro l ,  you need tact ica l  

people,  and you combine th is  team and you say,  go f ix  the 

cr ime up.   But  th is  type of  team, i t  is  s t i l l  quest ions that  is  

hanging,  they must  answer that .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am answered,  thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  ask a fo l low -up quest ion.   In  10 

your exper ience,  the people you have ident i f ied in  

paragraph 24 of  your  stat ement ,  so you have Rodr iguez,  

dog uni t ,  you have got  Hal fo rd,  you said i t  is  a  DPCI  

constable,  you have Monsami,  NIU,  you have Chabala la,  

NIU,  you have Lee China,  Metro  Pol ice.   I  mean,  Metro 

Pol ice are not  SAPS.   And then you have got  Hawks.  

A l though they are  par t  o f  the  SAPS,  they are a d i f fe rent  uni t  

a l together .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Di f ferent .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    In  your  exper ience,  have you ever  20 

come across a task team that  is  made up the way th is  one 

looks l ike i t  was made up?  

MR JONES :    No,  I  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because obviously they would be 

report ing to d i f fe rent  Commanders.    
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CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I  wi l l  answer you,  Chai r .   I  ran task  

teams f rom 2010,  as I  sa id,  f rom the Br ighton Beach task 

team, a l l  the way r ight  unt i l  I  ex i ted.   I  was the Operat ional  

Commander of  a  task team.  I  had a min imum of  14 

members a lways under my command and I  worked 

operat ional ly .   I  accounted for  them every day.   They s igned 

what  you cal l  a  SAP15.   I f  one was involved wi th a shoot ,  

IP ID was able to  ask me for  documents,  an OB ent ry,  

whatever ,  whatever .   Now these guys book on in  d i f ferent  

p laces.   I  do not  even know i f  they book on.   I  do not  know 10 

how they report ,  you are  unders tanding.   So again,  to  

answer you,  fo r  me i t  is  a  b i ryani  m ix.   Is  i t  a  team mixed of  

sk i l ls  or  i s  i t  a  team mixed of  f i repower?   

 And again,  I  can see er ror  because i f  I  am a  

cr iminal  and you are coming through the door and you do 

not  have tact ica l  movement  exper ience,  I  know f rom f ive I  

need to deal  wi th  only two or  I  need to deal  wi t h  th ree 

because the rest  do not  have i t .   You cannot  be f rom DPCI  

and te l l  me you have been to my range where I  t ra ined you 

how to penet rate a house.   You wi l l  s tand on the road whi le  20 

the r i f lemen go in .   

 So I  hope I  am answer ing i t .   You get  a docket  

carr ier .   When I  ran a task team, I  asked the General ,  

p lease g ive me two detect ives whether  I  am in Richards Bay 

deal ing wi th a case to s ign fo r  those dockets,  our  dockets  
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do not  get  le f t  there.   I f  I  am in P ietermar i t zburg,  we keep 

those dockets wi th our  de tect ives.   The detect ives w i l l  wr i te  

those dockets up.   I  wi l l  s ign i t  as an of f icer ,  i t  wi l l  go to the  

respect ive courts  or  the magister ia l  d is t r i c t .   There is  

cont ro l  and there  is  command.   But  now i f  you have l i ke 

…[indist inct ]  obv iously there is  a docket  car r ie r  there.   

There is  a task team leader and the rest  are r i f lemen.   So I  

hope that  answers.   L ike I  say,  I  do not  know how they 

formed.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja,  i t  does.   I  had a quest ion  10 

unre lated but  i t  has been bugging me the whole day.   In  a 

d i f ferent  s t ream where  we were deal ing  wi th drugs and drug 

busts,  cer ta in members of  the force,  whether  they are the 

Hawks or  SAPS,  found themselves at  a  scene of  a bust  and 

they were quest ioned about  the i r  inqui ry number  because i t  

was suggested that  for  them to be present  at  that  scene an 

inqui ry must  have been opened.    

 I  am t ry ing to understand whether  in  KZN and  

speci f ica l l y  th is  scene,  that  would have been a requ i rement  

for  a team l ike th is  to  go to that  f la t  to  conduct  whatever  20 

operat ion they were conduc t ing,  would they have been 

requi red to have an inqui ry number or  could they just  get  a  

t ip-of f  and go there and do whatever they d id?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Let  us answer on the drug f i rs t  one,  

Chai r .   On drugs found abandoned or  se ized,  you open an 
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inqui ry because i t  is  subject  to  an invest igat ion to  t rack and 

t race the person l inked to i t .   The inqui ry gets registered 

l ike a docket  and the person,  i f  detect ive,  a detect ive,  must  

be a detect ive,  whether  you are the Hawks,  DPCI or  a local  

s tat ion detect ive,  yo u wi l l  be assigned to car ry your  inqui ry 

and then you have got  to  pay at tent ion in  a l l  the fo rensics,  

moving i t  to  the lab to be tested to see i f  i t  is  drugs and 

whatever.    

 Wi th regards to the other  par t ,  I  have not  heard of  

an inqui ry being opened when you are pursuing suspects  10 

a l legedly wanted for ,  le t  us just  say,  ser ious v io lent  cr imes.   

They should have been having dockets,  J50’s,  e t  cetera.   

You cannot  act  impuls ive ly.   Yes,  in format ion  comes 

through in former  networks,  but  then once you had the  

in former,  the in former is  going to Cape Town and he is  on a 

bus,  you can st i l l  apply fo r  the documents because you do 

not  have to walk in  physica l l y  in to the court .   You can make 

a phone cal l  and you can get  the necessary documents.   

 So,  I  do not  know i f  that  is  being fo l lowed.   I  do not  

want  to  cr i t i c ize whoever is  overseeing,  carry ing whatever,  20 

or  i f  there is  noth ing they are car ry ing,  then I  th ink there is  

quest ions to answer there.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you have a docket  and a  docket  

number even when there is  no ident i f iab le compla inant?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No,  unless there is  a state case 
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opened.   A state case means there  is  a compla inant .   They 

wi l l  be state as per  Capta in Houston,  SAPS,  Durban Cent ra l  

and say I  recovered an AK47,  that  refers you,  Chai r ,  to  the  

inqui ry now.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    So I  am register ing i t  saying I  am 

going to do a touch DNA on i t ,  and I  have got  an in former  

saying i t  be longs to Joe S lovo,  and I  am must  sta r t  checking  

h im.   And af te r  I  get  a l l  my statements,  apply for  J50 and I  

check Joe S lovo.   But  there is  no  docket  that  can have no 10 

compla inant ,  whether  the e lements of  the cr ime is  there.   

And the compla inant  h imsel f  does not  have to be,  le t  us just  

say,  the v ic t im.   You can open a case on behal f  o f  a  person.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.   Capta in,  can we then go to  

the ta i l  end of  your  statement  on  page 12 where we deal  

wi th  comments and c los ing remarks and the subtopic  there 

is  t ruck towing,  tax i ,  and drugs and you can deal  wi th  

paragraph 35 and 36 together  in  your  summary.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    To sum i t  up,  Chai r ,  to  be honest ,  20 

there was much more in  my sta tement  which I  took out  

because I  do not  work on presumpt ion.   I  l ike to  work on 

fact ,  and fact  i s  how I  wi l l  present  i t .   This i s  a fact .   I t  is  

not  only in  the Durban area,  i t  is  throughout  South  Af r ica.   

Yes,  there is  some areas,  Western Cape,  Gauteng and KZN,  
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i t  is  r i fe .   But  the tax i ,  I  am just  going to,  i t  might  not  be in  

the statement  l ike that ,  the tow t rucking,  the tax i s,  the 

ambulance,  and now secur i ty  companies of  recent  to  arm 

yourselves have become the la tes t  bui ld ing b locks to the  

i l l ic i t  act iv i t ies that  is  happening.   So,  what  am I  saying?  I  

am saying is  there are tow t ruck  dr ivers that  are  deal ing  

wi th drugs.   Again,  I  wi l l  say not  everybody because there  

are some honest  ones.   There are some ambulance owners 

which are a lso deal ing in  drugs.    

 When you check the h istory,  you look past  them,  10 

they own tow t rucks.   You go fur ther ,  they marry secur i t y  

companies in to i t .   Secur i ty  companies get  them on.   They 

register  a company and star t  buying 100,  200 f i rearm.   Now 

they have got  p ro tectors.   Everyone is  moving 10 people on 

thei r  shoulders w i th r i f les.   So,  that  is  what  is  happening,  

not  just  in  the tax i  indust ry.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you personal ly  know of  ar rests 

involv ing tow t ruck dr ivers or  owners?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    In  respect  o f?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  drugs.   20 

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  in  the Wentworth area there 

has been lo ts of  people maybe not  caught  wi th  the i r  tow  

t rucks but  owning tow t rucks that  have been ar rested fo r  

drugs.   In  the Durban area as  wel l ,  people have been 

ar rested.   Now,  there is  a d i f ference between owner and 
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dr iver  because owner can easi ly  say,  I  do not  know what  

dr iver  i s  doing,  I  am not  the custod ian.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  why I  th ink I  sa id “or ” .    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Exact ly .   And that  i s  why I  changed 

my statement  a b i t  because I  do not  work on a presumpt ion.   

I  am not  saying i f  I  d id  not  p rocess you whi ls t  I  had the  

badge,  I  cannot  say tha t  you are involved wi th something.   

And that  is  fact ,  I  cannot  say.   I t  is  l ike somebody can say,  I  

am involved wi th  i l l ic i t  act iv i t ies but  i f  I  was not  ar rested,  

noth ing showing I  am involved for  that  i l l ic i t  act iv i ty .   But  10 

these indust r ies are fuel l ing what  you are saying opening 

the graves because people want  to  cont ro l  these indust r ies.   

 These are the  lucrat ive businesses as descr ibed by 

previous wi tnesses that  a re  out  there.   Tow t ruck ing has 

a lways been l inked to gangster ism.   I t  is  a  v io lent  th ing.   

And just  to  add on to author i t ies,  the author i t ies are  pushed 

one s ide,  the Metro ’s and the SAPS,  they do not  even 

dictate.    

 I  wi l l  use one example away f rom th is  par t i cu lar  

case.   I  a t tended an accident ,  which I  thought  was an 20 

accident  in  Durban.   I  was near the B lue Waters Hote l  so I  

just  drove up Argyle,  l i ke I  am going west ,  go ing home and I  

rode onto what  I  thought  was an accident .   I t  was a  

shoot ing.   And I  s t i l l  send the in format ion to be invest igated 

and I  hope that  cases are being opened because  I  pursued 
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the shoot is ts  because I  be l ieve l icensed guns were used 

there.   A  Land Rover at  the  in tersect ion  of  Argy le Road 

under camera knocked in to a l i t t le  Corsa bakkie where a  

gent leman was on h is way home f rom work on a  Fr iday 

evening.   Whi le  h is  leg was broken and he was ent rapped,  I  

rode onto the vehic le.   That  same Land Rover wi th  the tow 

t ruck at tending there,  wi th  the pol ice they were saying,  your  

vehic le is  going w i th you to our  tax i  rank t i l l  you pay for  the 

Land Rover.   A ornery dr iver  comes pas t  and in tervenes and 

says,  but  what  you are doing here is  wrong,  th is  guy is  10 

in ju red,  le t  us get  an  ambulance and he ends up being shot  

severa l  t imes.   I t  is  on camera.   He gets shot  l ike an animal  

has been hunted c lose -up.    

 So I  get  i t  as an accident  and when I  get  down to  

the accident  I  rea l ize,  man,  the dr iver  i s  no longer there,  he  

is  taken,  but  h is  brother  is  s tand ing at  h is  van.   The tow 

t ruck guy is  wai t ing to l i f t  that  veh ic le.   The Land Rover i s  

gone.   The Land Rover had the shoot is ts .   So quiet l y  I  look 

at  the eye in  the sky and I  say but  I  have got  cameras r ight  

here,  and I  go to  the Fusion cent re,  as they cal l  the t ro l ley 20 

cont ro l ,  Metro 's  camera room and I  ask,  p lease,  man,  I  need 

assistance and I  s i t  in  f ront  of  the  screen and I  look at  i t  

and I  see the actual  c r ime.    

 To fast  forward,  I  see two f i rearms because people  

came back to change thei r  c lo thes and change thei r  
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vehic les but  they d id not  come back wi th the i r  f i rearms but  

they came back wi th f i rearm l i censes on them but  there 

were four  o f  them.  Two that  d id  not  shoot  came back.   I  

forward that  case number for  i t  to  be invest igated.   I  do not  

know the condi t ion of  the person who was shot  but  they 

shot  severa l  t imes wi th a l i censed gun.   Now where am I  

going to?  We speak about  tow t rucking.   The tow t rucking  

guy was d ictat ing .   That  tax i  owners were d ictat ing.   I f  you 

watch the body language on the cameras and you in terv iew 

the v ic t im,  they had no chance.   The pol ice were l i ke eat ing 10 

humble p ie.   They were quiet  a t  the  scene.    

 When I  got  back and I  cordoned the scene and I  

deal t  wi th  the Duty Of f i cer  f rom the detect ives and I  

secured the scene fo r  the fo rensics to  come out  and the  

photographers,  people star ted to panic that  the next  day I  

got  to  work there were two people wai t ing wi th the i r  

f i rearms to come hand i t  to  me.   But  I  knew why they hand 

in  those f i rearms because they were protect ing the shooter .   

But  i f  you see what ,  how i t  operates,  i f  you dr ive out  in  

Durban and you knock a tax i  or  a tax i  knocks you,  they are  20 

tak ing your car  w i th  you in ju red or  not .   So that  is  how the 

indust ry is  actua l ly  becoming very,  very dangerous.   Our 

roads are dangerous.   In  layman’s language,  those are  

gangsters,  i f  gangsters is  an Engl ish word.   That  i s  maf ia  

known to the pol ice.   
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ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   Capta in,  there are 

two issues I  want  to  d iscuss wi th you which are not  in  your  

statement ,  but  on ly i f  you are wi l l ing  to  d iscuss them wi th 

the Commission or  to  share  them.   Fi rs t ly ,  i t  i s  in  re lat ion to  

a restaurant  in  Durban and I  th ink w e had a d iscussion that  

you once went  there and some impl icat ion of  the  pol ice.   

Are you wi l l ing to  share in format ion  around that  restaurant?   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Yes,  i t  is  s imple.   I  th ink  what  the  

evidence,  where the Evidence Leader i s  tak ing me to is  

where I  ext racted cer ta in th ings f rom my statement  and 10 

reason I  d id  was as I  sa id,  i f  I  do not  ar rest  you or  i f  I  do 

not  know anyone that  has arrested you I  cannot  label  you as 

a posi t i ve drug mule or  d rug dealer .   But  dur ing my arr iva l  

a t  Durban Cent ra l ,  I  was taken,  inv i ted by staf f  management  

and the very same Sector  Commander …[ indist inct ]  

Venkatesh,  one morning le t  us go for  breakfast .   They are 

tak ing me.   So I  sa id,  okay,  f ine,  I  am not  a breakfast  guy 

because I  t ra in before work and I  normal ly  have something 

l ight .   That  was my program every day,  they knew.    

 I  went  in to Morningside and we v is i ted the n ight ,  i t  20 

is  a n ightc lub,  but  i t  is  open dayt ime and when I  got  there,  I  

d id  not  know at  the t ime whose c lub i t  was and they 

d isc losed whose c lub i t  wa s and th is  c lub turned out  to  be 

one of  the tow t ruck guys,  owners ,  whose name is  a l l  over  

th is  inqui ry.   Where I  went  wi th  my statement  was that  I  
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opted to pay for  my meal  once I  had found i t  out .   They d id 

not  know I  had a h istory of  where I  worked in  Sydenham for  

18 years and th is  par t i cu lar  ind iv idual  res ided in  Sydenham 

when he f i rs t  s tar ted of f  h is  business wi th tow t rucking,  has 

now grown in to one of  the main guys and that  is  Mr Naicker .   

I  am not  naming h im but  I  am say ing I  am ident i f y ing h im.   

That  is  Roadstar 's  owner.   There  is  no  other  d i rector  to  the  

company.   I  th ink i f  I  should e laborate,  the quest ion was put  

because I  had put  something in  the statement  because I  

know we are pursuing or  we are t ry ing to get  c la r i t y  as to  10 

how do we ident i fy  what  is  going on here because there is  

impl icat ions of  the tow t rucks compet ing  wi th tow t rucks,  the  

drug dealers compet ing wi th drug dealers because th is  i s  

where a l l  th is  is  going wi th th is  par t icu la r  scene.   But  I  was 

not  in  a posi t ion to put  anyth ing in to  a sworn statement  as  

to  what  is  actual ly  going on because I  have not  been in  that  

re lat ionship where I  have arrested or  no members that  have 

apprehended the ind iv idual .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    And to understand you wel l ,  Capta in,  what  

you are saying and I  wi l l  not  hold you to that ,  is  that  in  20 

essence there is  a restaurant  somewhere  in  the cent ra l  

where at  least  you were to ld on one account  that  the pol ice  

eat  fo r  f ree or  they have a f ree meal .   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Ja,  i t  is  the same restaurant  ja .    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  and that  same restaurant  seems to  
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be owned by the  same Cl ive Naicker  that  you have been 

d iscussing at  th is  Commission.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  cor rect .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    And fo r  that  reason you fe l t  uncomfor table 

that  your  meal  should be on the house.    

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    That  i s  correct .   I  just  want  to ,  

before I  c lose on th is ,  I  know i t  is  the last  par t  o f  my 

statement ,  i t  is  not  inc luded,  Chai r .   I  headed a team, I  to ld 

you,  d i f fe rent  uni ts ,  the b ike uni t  we use on the beach,  the 

smal le r  roads,  so  I  had a b ike uni t  members.   I  had cr ime 10 

prevent ion,  four  groups,  but  I  made them eight  g roups,  for  

example,  broke them down wi th no addi t ional  resources,  

and then I  had what  you cal l  a  f ie ld  team.  The f ie ld  team, 

they pursue suspects that  are outstanding fo r  detect ives,  

but  they work w i th the detect ive ,  they work wi th  cr ime 

in te l l igence.    

 They are,  obviously run i t  by me,  or  I  am involved 

wi th them, espec ia l ly  when there is  business robber ies.   I  

received a ca l l  f rom the Branch Commander f rom Durban 

Centra l  a  few months before I  re t i red,  where am I?  And we 20 

got  a good re lat ion,  we s i t  in  meet ings,  I  he lp h im a lo t  wi th  

the suspects  that  are wanted.   And he said,  where  am I?   

Where  is  my team?  Who have you put  in  the boot  of  the car  

outs ide th is  par t icu la r  p remises?  The premises the  

Evidence Leader is  ta lk ing about  i s  Curfew in  Morn ingside.   
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So I  sa id to  h im,  I  am on duty,  my members are on duty.   He 

said,  are you in  c iv i l ian c lothes?  Now in Durban I  wear 

shorts a lo t .   Very in formal ly  dressed …[ indi st inct ]  

unmarked vehic le ,  and so does the f ie ld  uni t .   So I  sa id,  

yes,  we are in  c iv i l ian c lothes.   He said,  you are dr iv ing  a  

Caddy,  you are  dr iv ing a Polo.   I  sa id,  my members got  that .   

He knew which vehic les we got  that  a re unmarked.   He 

says,  hey,  p lease f ind your members and f ind out  who has 

k idnapped a person.   We got  a compla int  there is  a  shoot ing  

at  Curfew.   10 

 So I  made my way there.  When I  arr i ved there,  I  

found a Sydenham vehic le seven km's away f rom the 

stat ion.   The Sta t ion Commissioner was s i t t ing ins ide the 

vehic le.   So I  asked one of  my members to approach and 

f ind out  was there an abduct ion or  k idnapping here?  And 

she ro l led down the window and she said she heard i t  on  

the radio and she responded a lone f rom Sydenham.  I  found 

i t  s t range that  you would leave Sydenham to come into the 

CBD.  I t  d id  not  take me long to ge t  there.    

 But  whi ls t  I  was there i t  was establ ished that  i t  was 20 

Organized Cr ime that  I  had come and take a bouncer f rom 

that  par t icu lar  premises,  sun up in  the morning,  which was 

outstanding fo r  a  shoot ing.   I  d id  not  pursue the  mat ter .   I t  

was not  even a  Durban Cent ra l  case but  the bouncer was 

work ing there.   Now I  was asked the quest ion,  i s  i t  the same 
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p lace that  pol i cemen go on f requent?  The answer is  yes.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   And last ly ,  and only  

i f  you are wi l l ing to  share these deta i l s  wi th  the  

Commission,  you had ind icated that  you were involved in  an 

ar rest  of  a  pol i ce of f i cer  and that  pol ice of f icer  had a 

deal ing wi th one of  Cl ive ’s uncles.   Is  i t  somet hing that  you 

are wi l l ing to  share,  Capta in,  o r  is  i t  something that  you are  

not  wi l l ing to  share wi th the Commission?  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    I f  i t  is  re levant ,  Commissioner,  I  wi l l  

take i t  back.   When I  was in  Sydenham, I  d id  say I  was 10 

there f rom 1988.   Dur ing my t ime I  was there for  18 years  

but  in  the t imeframe,  I  am not  too  sure of  the  year  but  Mr  

Naicker  had an uncle shot  by a po l iceman and I  responded 

to the shoot ing.   I  was work ing cr ime prevent ion.   I  was 

much younger,  much quicker  on my feet .   I  respo nded to the 

physica l  address that  was g iven.   I  s t i l l  remember i t  

because I  know the house.   I  am not  going to ment ion the 

house but  when I  got  there i t  was a warrant  of f icer  which 

was stat ioned at  Sydenham.  He had ear l ier  went  there wi th  

an of f -duty warrant  of f icer  who is  now deceased and he 20 

demanded for  them to buy a lcohol .   This was for  Mr  

Naicker 's  uncle.    

 Unaware that  they were there ear l ier  they came a  

second t ime and they refused to g ive money.   This  is  the  

uncle I  am speaking about  as in  Mr  Naick er ,  and as a resul t ,  
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th is  pol i ceman shot  h im wi th a G lock to h is  chest  on the  

sta i rs  and he d ied.   When I  ar r i ved there,  there was a lo t  o f  

commot ion at  th is  address,  so of f  the road I  had to go down 

the sta i rs  and when I  got  there  I  found Mr Naicker  wi th a 

p is to l  in  h is  possession.   I  checked i t ,  i t  was l i censed and 

because there was a shoot ing,  he said he f i red one shot  in  

the d i rect ion of  the pol iceman.   I  had seized the gun and 

put  i t  in  the stat ion.   To fast  forward,  that  case went  to  t r ia l  

and that  war rant  of f icer  was found gui l t y  and he was 

sentenced.   He was stat ioned at  Sydenham wi th me.    10 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   Capta in,  those wi l l  

be my quest ions for  you.   I  do not  know i f  you have any 

comments or  remarks that  you want  to  make.   

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    No,  I  th ink I  am good,  unless the  

Commissioner got  any.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Chai r ,  that  wi l l  be  i t  f rom our s ide.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mosik i l i .   Capta in ,  thank 

you very much,  you are excused.  

CAPTAIN HOUSTON :    Thanks,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    9 :30 tomorrow?  20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn unt i l  then.  

INQUIRY POSTPONED TO 14 AUGUST 2026  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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