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INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Hassim.   Good 

morning,  Ms van den Heever .   Good morning,  Mr Mat la la .  

MR MATLALA :    Good morning,  Chai rperson .    

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER SC :    Good morning,  Chai r ,  good 

morning,  Commissioners .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Morning,  Chai r ,  Commissioners .   Chai r ,  

Ms van den Heever  approached me not  long ago wi th a 

request ,  which I  have no problem wi th,  but  I  th ink she 

should make the request  to  the Cha i r .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER SC :    Thank you,  Chai rperson .   

Unfor tunate ly,  i t  is  so that  we as a team have been t ry ing to 

catch up wi th a l l  the new th ings  we are have constant ly  

being g iven by the Commission,  I  th ink s ince Fr iday a lmost ,  

and we are st i l l  bat t l ing to catch up .   Last  n ight ,  again,  we 

were g iven new th ings .   Yesterday,  we were g iven new 

th ings.   The day before .   So a l l  we need is  an  oppor tuni ty  in  

fa i rness to the c l ient .    

 I t  is  not  us as lawyers can s i t  here and say,  oh,  we 

are okay wi th i t ,  we can go on because i t  is  our  job,  we  

need to do th is  in  the middle of  the n ight .   But  the c l ient  

needs to be g iven an opportuni ty  to  consul t  wi th  us and ask 

us i f  he has got  issues,  d iscuss those issues wi th us .   So 

that  is  a l l  we need to do is  to  deal  wi th  i t .   My learned f r iend 

and mysel f  have had an of f - the-record d iscussion a lso 



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 2  o f  187  

 

 

per ta in ing to a d i f ferent  issue .    

 I  am t ry ing to so lve that  i ssue amicably amongst  

everybody because I  do not  th ink i t  is  the p lace or  the fo rum 

to deal  wi th  cer ta in issues in  that  regard .   And I  th ink that  

would a lso g ive me an opportuni ty  to  take an inst ruct ion on 

that ,  and maybe my learned f r iend could go back to her  

team, and we can solve that  par t icu lar  issue a lso in  

everybody 's favour.  

 So I  would request  that  we stand down for  an hour,  

p lease.   I f  we are done ear l ier ,  we are qui te  happy to le t  

you know we are  ready to proceed i f  we are done ear l ier .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  d id you,  I  th ink you a l ready said the  

request  you have no problem wi th .   Do you want  to  say 

anyth ing e lse?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  Chai r .   I t  is  up to you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you,  thank you.   We are 

agreeable to  that ,  but  we want  to  suggest ,  so that  

everybody is  ready f rom now al ready ,  that  i f  i t  becomes 

necessary,  we may s i t  fo r  an hour  longer at  the end of  the 

day.   Let  us  adjourn unt i l  ha l f  past  ten .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  s i r .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us star t .   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Good morn ing,  Mr 
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Mat la la .  

MR MATLALA :    Good morning.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  be leading you through evidence 

today and quest ion ing you on aspects of  your  statement  and 

other  ev idence that  has been led before the Commission 

thus far .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Does i t  work for  you to p lease pul l  the  

mic c loser  to  you,  p lease?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  th is  bet ter ,  Chai r?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  ja ,  ja .   We have a few f i les in  f ront  of  

us.   What  should we have?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  Chai r ,  I  th ink in  addi t ion to the f i le  

1,  but  the f i le  1 being the Regulat ion 10 .6 not ice ,  s tatement  

and annexure,  that  f i le ,  the f i le  10 ,  and the re levance of  f i le  

10 is  that  Mr  Mat la la 's  supp lementary statement  is  

conta ined in  that  f i le .   That  is  what  I  wi l l  be looking at  

there,  now and then .   And then f i le  2,  which is  where the  

contents of  the Senona bundle are inc luded.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    We have f i le  2.1,  and the  label  is  

Addi t ional  Chats,  Major  General  Senona.   Is  that  what  you 

are refer r ing  to?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There are two f i les .   I t  is  f i le  2 and f i le  

2.1 .   And there is  one more,  and that  is  f i le  1B,  and that  is  

the Ad Hoc Statement  and Transcr ip ts.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  to  make sure we are  looking at  the  
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r ight  f i les .   So,  f i le  2 is  Evidence Bundle,  Wi tness C, 

Senona,  Wi tness I ,  Shib i r i .   Is  that  the two?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  i s  f i le  2 .   We wi l l  be looking at  the  

Senona par t .   Mr Mat la la ,  do you have those f i les?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim,  we are st i l l  t ry ing to sor t  

th is  out .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us carry on.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  Mr Mat la la ,  what  I  want  to  begin  

wi th i s ,  you reca l l  on the 2 n d  o f  August ,  you prov ided us 

wi th a statement  in  response to the Regula t ion 10.6  not ice ,  

r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    [No answer]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right?  

MR MATLALA :    August?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    The f i rs t  or  the second statement?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  the statement  of  the 2 n d  o f  August .  

MR MATLALA :    Is  i t  the f i rs t  one or  the second one?  I  

th ink I  gave the f i rs t  one in  the supplementary statement .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The f i rs t  one.  

MR MATLALA :    The f i rs t  one.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So…  

MR MATLALA :    Which  f i le  wi l l  i t  be in?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  wi l l  be in  f i le  1,  and the  f i le  is  
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descr ibed,  Regula t ion 10.6 not ice .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  have i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You have got  that ,  r ight?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  that  was in  response to the 

Regula t ion 10.6  not ice  that  was sent  to  you on the 8 t h  o f  

June.   You have a l ready gone through par ts of  i t  wi th  my 

col league,  Advocate Sel lo .   You recal l  she took you 

paragraph by paragraph,  compar ing the quest ions in  the 

not ice  to your answers .   Do you remember that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  what  I  would l i ke to  tu rn  to  f rom 

that  not ice  is  the  quest ion that  was put  to  you at  2.2 .   So,  

2.2 requested you to expla in your  h is tory and re lat ionship  

wi th a l i s t  o f  law enforcement  of f ic ia ls  that  the names were  

conta ined in  Schedule A to that  not ice .   Do you remember  

that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then,  under 2.2,  there were seven 

subsets of  quest ions for  you to answer,  beginning wi th your  

knowledge of  these ind iv iduals,  your  re lat ionship wi th them,  

to  descr ibe the  re lat ionship,  meet ings,  exchange of  

in format ion,  et  ce tera .   Do you remember that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then,  you responded on the 2 n d  o f  
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August ,  and again,  you  would reca l l  that  when you test i f ied  

here,  you went  through those responses in  re lat ion to 

severa l  ind iv iduals,  but  not  a l l  o f  the ind iv iduals tha t  were  

l is ted in  Schedule  A .    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  you were then requested to 

supplement  your  statement  in  respect  of  the remainder of  

the ind iv iduals .   Do you recal l  that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then,  you provided us wi th a  

supplementary statement  over  the  weekend,  in  which  you 

deal t  wi th  quest ion 2.2 again .   Do you remember that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  remember.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  I  just  want  to  go to that  

supplementary statement  then .   And that  is  in  f i le  10 of  the 

f i le  marked Appl icat ion fo r  Immuni ty .   And your a f f idavi t  

begins at  page 3  of  that  f i le .   Okay.   Now,  i f  you can tu rn 

speci f ica l l y  to  page 13,  paragraph 68.   Are you there?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  am there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you say :  

“ I  deal  hereunder wi th each of  the  l is ted  

law enforcement  of f ic ia ls  set  out  i n  

Schedule A,  at tached to the not ice in  terms 

of  Regula t ion 10.6 . ”  

And you say,  insofar  as i t  i s  re levant ,  you wi l l  re fer  to  the  
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subparagraphs,  those quest ions that  I  was referr ing to in  

2.2 .1 and to 2.2.7 .   Right?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  i f  you just  scro l l  down and page 

through the next  couple of  pages o f  th is  statement ,  page 14 

and 15,  you see there you dea l  wi th  Min ister  Mchunu,  

former Min ister  Bheki  Cele ,  former  General  Phahlane,  and 

L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi ,  L ieutenant  General  Fani ,  

and Major  General  Khan .   And then my learned f r iend,  I  

be l ieve yesterday,  ra ised a quest ion wi th you about  why 

General  S ib iya  was not  inc luded in  th is  response .    

 And then you had an exchange and there were 

quest ions in  re lat ion to General  S ib iya.   I  wi l l  come back to  

that  at  a  la ter  point ,  I  am not  going there now .   What  I  

would l ike to  put  to  you is  that  what  you have omi t ted to 

address in  these paragraphs is  the response to Major  

General  Senona.   So,  in  both of  the statements you d id not  

provide a response to the Commission to the quest ions in  

2.2 of  the not ice regard ing Major  General  Senona.   Why is  

that?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  because I  have had a consul tat ion 

wi th the pol ice and then t hey served me wi th a document  

that  says that  they are invest igat ing mysel f  and General  

Senona.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  re lat ion to what?  
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MR MATLALA :    I  do not  know.   Here is  the document  that  I  

have.   And I  gave the copy to my legal  counsel .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Have you provided that  to  us before?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .   To my legal  counsel ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because we have not  seen any 

response f rom you on why i t  is  you do not  address the 

General  Senona quest ions.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id  not  respond because o f  i t  was 

under invest igat ion .   So,  why i t  is  not  here in  the af f idavi t ,  

that  I  do not  know.   But  I  know the reason why I  d id  not  

respond to i t .   I t  is  because i t  is  under invest igat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  what  in  par t icu lar  i s  under  

invest igat ion?  

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink you can,  I  do not  know i f  you have a  

copy of  the document  or  i f  you can…  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  know what  you are refer r ing to.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  here is  the copy of  the document .   I  

th ink you can check i t  yoursel f .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Do you have a copy of  th is  

document?  The Commissioners do not ,  so I  would  need to  

provide th is  to  the Commissioners as wel l .   And we wi l l  

need to make cop ies for  the Commissioners.  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  okay,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  for  now,  why do not  you te l l  me in  

your  own words what  i t  is  that  is  under invest igat ion?  
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MR MATLALA :    My conduct  wi th  General  Senona,  so I  

would not  know what  are they invest igat ing .   They just  sa id 

corrupt ion,  a couple of  th ings which I  would not  know 

exact ly  which par t  are they going to  concent rate on .    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  corrup t ion was speci f i ca l l y  

ment ioned?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  they,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  would have to look at  th is  

c losely in  order  to  establ ish exact ly  what  the remi t  o f  th is  

invest igat ion is .   But  I  hear  you saying that  i t  is  a  subject  of  

an invest igat ion .   I  am going to  go th rough a ser ies of  

quest ions wi th you wi th regard to General  Senona.   You can 

expla in to  us i f  there is  any quest ion you feel  you need to  

asser t  your  pr iv i lege agai nst  se l f - incr iminat ion as  we go 

through i t .   Do you understand?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   You have been provided 

wi th WhatsApp exchanges between you and General  

Senona.   Is  that  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you have been provided w i th the  

statement  of  General  Senona and t ranscr ip ts  of  h is  

ev idence that  have been provided to the Commission .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And have you read those 
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documents?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   You a lso test i f ied in  the Ad 

Hoc Commit tee about  your  re lat ionship wi th Major  General  

Senona.   Is  that  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  r ight .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So le t  us star t  a t  the beginning .   You 

met  General  Senona at  h is  wedding in  Mamelodi  in  about  

2018 or  2019,  cor rect?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  not  Mamelodi ,  f i rs t  o f  a l l .   I  th ink 

maybe i t  is  a  mistake.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so can you te l l  us then when d id 

you meet  General  Senona fo r  the f i rs t  t ime?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  was in  Soshanguve,  but  l ike  I  sa id,  

Advocate Hassim,  the subject  is  under invest igat ion,  so I  do 

not  know what  they are invest igat ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  your  meet ing . . .  

MR MATLALA :    My re lat ionship. . .   Sor ry to  in ter rup t  you .   I  

do not  know i f  I  can proceed.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    P lease proceed .    

MR MATLALA :    Because I  had an in terv iew wi th the pol ice,  

so those quest ions that  you are asking me now,  they a lso  

asked me.   They came to C Max to  consul t  wi th  me,  and i t  is  

a  good th ing because they are your  inv est igators .   I t  is  easy 

for  you to ver i f y  that  because they are the Madlanga Task 
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Team invest igators .   You can ver i f y  wi th  them yoursel f  that  

they have consul ted wi th me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There is  no such th ing as the Madlanga  

Task Team.  

MR MATLALA :    Tashkok [?] .   Tashkok Commander .   

Takchok [?] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    Okay,  th is  invest igat ion team, le t  us just . . .   

Task Team.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .  

MR MATLALA :    So yes,  those same quest ions that  you are  

asking me now,  I  have been asked about  f rom when d id I  

meet ,  the f i rs t  t ime that  I  met  h im,  any grat i f icat ions,  a lo t  

o f  th ings they have asked me about ,  which I  th ink I  would  

rather  wai t  for  them to see how far  are they wi th the i r  

invest igat ions .    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  those people  were f rom SAPS?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  even know thei r  names ,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  Mr Mat la la ,  you would have heard 

the exchanges we have had over  the last  few days 

regard ing the assert ion of  your  pr iv i lege against  se l f -

incr iminat ion.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  understand that  you wish to  asser t  
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your  r ights,  but  i t  is  not  permissib le for  you to asser t  your  

r ights against  an  ent i re  category or  ent i re  subject  mat ter .   

So there are some quest ions that  I  am going to put  to  you 

that ,  a l though they are wi th in the broad engagement  of  your  

re lat ionship wi th General  Senona,  may not  impl icate  you in  

any way.  

 So you wi l l  need to l is ten to  my quest ions as  I  go  

through i t  and answer the quest ions as to the best  of  your  

abi l i t y ,  subject  to  your  r ights,  o f  course .   So the f i rs t  

quest ion I  am asking you is ,  when d id you meet  General  

Senona?  Your answer to  that  quest ion,  are you saying just  

by answer ing that  quest ion,  you wi l l  be impl icat ing yoursel f  

in  a cr iminal  o f fence?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  wi l l ,  Advocate .   So that  is  why I  am 

choosing to remain s i lent ,  because the same quest ion. . .   So 

I  do not  mind you asking about  General  Senona,  but  I  wi l l  

re fer  to  the  –  i f  i t  is  quest ions which I  was not  asked by the  

invest igators,  i t  is  okay.   But  those quest ions,  I  th ink they 

have got  notes,  and then you can ver i f y  wi th  them, because,  

l ike I  sa id,  they are the pol ice .   They wi l l  te l l  you yes or  no.  

 But  the f i rs t  quest ion that  you just  asked me now is  

the quest ion that  they a lso asked me,  when was the f i rs t  

t ime that  I  met  w i th h im .   So I  do not  know why are they 

asking me that  quest ion .   They might  want  to  use i t  to  bui ld  

the i r  case regard ing that  quest ion .   I  do not  know that .   So I  
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would rather  choose to remain s i len t ,  because I  do not  kn ow 

what  i s  the in tent ion of  that  quest ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a moment ,  Ms Hassim .   Mr  

Mat la la ,  I  went  through th is  w i th you when we were 

d iscussing General  S ib iya,  and I  thought  we had moved 

past  th is ,  because in  re lat ion to General  S ib iya,  a l though 

you d id say that  there  are  aspects of  your  re lat ionsh ip wi th 

h im that  are under invest igat ion,  you accepted that  you 

could te l l  us when and how you know him .    

 But  on those aspects where answers you g ive might  

expose you to cr iminal  invest igat ion or  to  cha rges,  you wi l l  

asser t  your  r igh ts there .   We are s i t t ing here  as a  

Commission of  Inqui ry ,  and the d i f f icu l t y  I  have is  that  we 

have a lo t  o f  quest ions fo r  you .   Many wi tnesses have come 

before the Commiss ion to test i f y ,  and they have made 

cer ta in a l legat ions against  you .   And you coming here is  an  

opportuni ty  for  you to g ive your s ide of  the story .    

 I f  you e lect  not  to  g ive your s ide of  the story ,  

having been inv i ted to come here,  the only ev idence we 

have as the Commiss ion is  the evidence of  those people  

who impl icate you .   But  you are w i th in your r ights to  say,  I  

asser t  my pr iv i lege .   But  I  have ser ious d i f f icu l ty  wi th  you 

saying,  I  cannot  te l l  you whether  I  know General  Senona or  

not ,  and whether  I  met  h im at  a wedding or  not ,  when 

noth ing about  the wedding is  the subject  mat te r  of  any 
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cr iminal  invest iga t ion .    

 I f  i t  is  background in format ion,  and I  am sure the  

invest igators,  when they f i rs t  spoke to you,  they wanted 

background in format ion .   Do you know th is  person?  How do 

you know the person?  But  tha t  has noth ing to do wi th  

whether  you are involved in  cr iminal  act iv i t y  wi th  h im .   I t  is  

s imply background in format ion  to understand whether  they 

should even ask you any fur ther  quest ions about  the 

person.   Because i f  you say,  I  do not  know the person,  then 

that  is  the end of  the enqui ry .    

 So you can imagine that  when they f i rs t  engage 

wi th you,  they w i l l  s tar t  wi th ,  do  you know th is  person ?  

How do you know th is  person ?  Before they get  to  the  

substance of  what  they want  to  ask you about .   So i t  wi l l  

make our  job very d i f f icu l t  i f  the ent i re  subject  mat ter  i s  of f  

the table .   Because to be  honest  wi th  you,  most  of  the  

quest ions that  I  in tended to ask you,  I  know that  they touch 

on issues that  you in tend to asser t  pr iv i lege on .    

 But  i t  can be that  in  respect  of  everyth ing,  you 

assert  pr iv i lege .   Because then we are not  going to make 

any progress .   I  had understood you that  you accepted that  

in  re lat ion to General  S ib iya,  how you knew him .   You even 

test i f ied about  the four  occasions,  inc luding the par ty at  h is  

house and the engagement  par ty .   So i f  you could  answer 

those quest ions,  I  am not  sure why in  re lat ion to General  
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Senona,  you cannot  answer the same quest ions.  

 So I  would expect  that  the quest ion  that  was asked,  

you wi l l  answer i t .   Because answer ing i t  does not  Impact  

on your sect ion 35 r ights or  your  pr iv i lege ar is ing f rom the 

Commission 's Act  and the regulat ions.  

CHAIRPERSON :    To  add to that ,  Mr Mat la la ,  just  two 

th ings.   One,  I  would understand i f ,  for  example,  your  f i rs t  

meet ing wi th General  Senona was about  c r iminal i ty .   To 

take th is  example,  the two of  you have agreed to pul l  the 

greatest  cash - in - t ransi t  he ist  in  South Af r ica .   And you say,  

i t  wi l l  be qui te  d iscreet  i f  we meet  at  my wedding .   Nobody 

wi l l  suspect  anyth ing,  but  you and I  wi l l  s teal  a  moment  and 

have a d iscussion  about  the heist ,  do our  p lanning .    

 So there I  would  understand i f  you do not  want  to  

come anywhere near the a id d iscussion of  your  f i rs t  meet ing 

wi th General  Senona.   I  would be surpr ised i f  you want  to  

suggest  that  that  very f i rs t  meet ing a l ready concerned any 

possib le or  a l leged cr iminal i ty ,  fo r  you to be refusing to  

answer any quest ions that  re late to  that  very f i rs t  meet ing 

between the two of  you .    

 Secondly,  I  want  to  d isabuse your mind of  any 

possib le apprehension about  th is  so -cal led Madlanga what ,   

task team?  Yes,  yes.   That  ent i ty  was wrongly or  

incorrect ly  named .   I t  has noth ing to do wi th Madlanga.   I t  i s  

SAPS that  chose to name thei r  task team, which they as  
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SAPS are using to invest igate mat ters that  emanate f rom 

issues that  were  debated before  the Commission or  in  

respect  of  which  the Commission  made refer ra ls .   That  is  

SAPS one hundred percent .  

 A l l  the Commiss ion would have done in  cer ta in  

instances would just  be to make referra ls .   So i t  is  SAPS 

act ing as SAPS and at  that  level  a f ter  the referra ls ,  the  

Commission has no ro le to  p lay whatsoever .   So you kept 

saying to get  answers ,  because I  was a l ready asked 

quest ions of  th is  nature by th is  Madlanga Task Team.  You 

can get  the answers in  that  regard f rom the task team.   

They are not  the Commission .    

 The Commission has i ts  own mandate and i t  wants 

to  establ ish facts for  i tse l f .   So you cannot  refer  the 

Commission  to that  task team which is  SAPS and which the 

Commission has noth ing to do wi th .   Af ter  i t  has reached 

the point  o f  we are now refer r ing  these mat ters to  SAPS,  

SAPS then acts as SAPS,  not  as the Commission .   I  thought  

I  should just  d isabuse your mind of  any possib le 

misapprehension in  that  regard.  

 Now having heard what  Commissioner Khumalo  

said,  perhaps we wi l l  ask Ms Hassim to repeat  her  quest ion .   

Hopefu l l y  th is  t ime we wi l l  get  an answer .    

MR MATLALA :    I  wanted to comment  on the quest ion of  

Commissioner .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  you may.  

MR MATLALA :    Because he was saying that  in t roduct ion,  

so  my quest ion,  my concern actual ly  i s ,  why would the 

pol ice ask me about  when i t  was the f i rs t  t ime I  met  h im i f  i t  

does not  mat te r  to  them.  So I  am of  the v iew that  

everyth ing that  they wi l l  ask me is  re levant  to  them .  They 

would not  just  ask me a quest ion just  because they want  to  

pass t ime.   So I  do not  want  to  undermine thei r  

invest igat ion and end up incr iminat ing mysel f  by  saying 

th ings before they can even get  there .    

 So I  am not  comfor table actual ly  answer ing these 

quest ions.   I  a lso  f ind mysel f  in  a very bad space because I  

d id  not  inv i te  them to come and serve me wi th th is  

document  and I  d id  not  p lan for  i t  to  happen .   So i t  just  

happened.   And they even went  fu r ther  and had a  

consul tat ion wi th mysel f ,  asked me a lo t  o f  quest ions,  which  

my lawyer,  my at torney who is  not  present  in  the 

Commiss ion,  I  assume he has those notes,  I  th ink .    

 So I  do not  know whether  i t  is  a  wise move to 

comment  whi le  there is  an ongoing invest igat ion,  wh ich I  am 

aware of .   Unless i t  is  something that  has noth ing to do wi th 

that  invest igat ion,  then I  wi l l  be happy to comment  on  that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Mat la la ,  for  what  i t  is  worth,  before 

the Commiss ion,  you have only  two bases that  excuse you 

lawfu l l y  f rom answer ing quest ions .   I t  is  pr iv i leged 
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in format ion between you and yo ur lawyers,  and therefore 

you refuse to answer on that  bas is .   The law recognises 

that .   And two,  you have the  pr iv i lege not  to  se l f -

incr iminate .   Those are the two legal ly  recognised bases on 

which you may refuse to answer quest ions .   I f  i t  does not  

fa l l  wi th in those two categor ies,  then you are  s imp ly  

refusing to answer quest ions a nd the law requi res that  you 

answer quest ions .    

 I f  your  posi t ion  is ,  I  re fuse,  i t  is  what  the  

Commiss ion has to deal  wi th .   The law regulates what  

happens when we deal  wi th  a  wi tness who re fuses to 

answer quest ions on grounds that  are not  recognised in  the 

law.   So i t  is  not  open to you to re fuse,  and that  is  the end 

of  the  d iscussion .   I t  does have consequences,  and I  th ink 

you should be a le r ted to that ,  that  you have an obl igat ion to 

answer sat is factor i ly  subject  to  the  two except ions .    

 And you must  p lace yoursel f  wi th in the two 

except ions fo r  you to be excused f rom answer ing .   

Otherwise,  you are a wi tness who refuses to  answer 

quest ions,  and i t  has i ts  own consequences on y ou.   So 

maybe you need to be c lear .   I f  i t  is  a  case of  I  do not  want  

to  answer the quest ion,  then we engage wi th you,  and Ms 

Hassim engages wi th you on that  basis .   Your legal  advisors  

wi l l  a lso te l l  you what  is  the consequence of  that .   I  assume 

they have done so .    
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 But  I  th ink be under no misapprehension .   Outs ide  

of  the two except ions,  you are not  ent i t led to say I  do not  

want  to  answer a  quest ion because I  was asked the same 

quest ion by the pol ice .   Go get  your  answers  f rom the 

pol ice,  which is  –  i t  is  s t range that  you would even say that ,  

because i f  you say go get  the answers f rom the pol ice,  i t  

means you do not  object  to  us  having those answers .   

Because i f  we had the means to  demand f rom the people 

that  in te rv iewed you,  i f  you are happy fo r  us to  get  that  

in format ion and we had the means to get  i t  f rom them .  

 I t  rea l l y  means you do not  have any pr inc ip le  

object ion to answer ing those quest ions or  us having  access 

to those answers .   The long and short  o f  what  I  am saying  

is  you have only two except ions  tha t  would just i f y  you in  law 

to refuse to answer quest ions .   Otherwise,  you are a 

wi tness who is  refusing to  cooperate  and to  provide  

sat is factory answers,  and the Commission wi l l  have to deal  

wi th  you on that  basis .   I  do not  know i f  you want  to  

comment ,  i f  you have anyth ing to say.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  wish to .   F i rs t l y ,  Commiss ioner,  I  

sa id not  get  answers f rom the pol ice .   I  sa id you can ver i fy  

i f  indeed they asked me quest ions .   I  d id  not  say you must  

get  the answers f rom them .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Am I  misunders tanding.  

MR MATLALA :    So I  need to c lar i f y  that .   And I  am not  
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here because I  want  to  f rust rate the process of  the 

Commission .   I  a lso want  to  help,  but  I  a lso need to know 

where I  s tand legal ly ,  that  whatever  I  do,  i t  wi l l  not  

impl icate me.   So s ince there is  an ongoing invest igat ion,  

which I  am aware  of ,  so I  thought  there is  a legal  basis on  

why I  do not  want  to  answer that  quest ion .   I t  is  not  l ike I  do  

not  want  to  because I  do not  care .   I t  is  not  l ike that .  

 So I  sa id,  i f  there is  a quest ion  that  involves yes 

General  Senona ,  but  is  not  par t  o f  what  they are 

invest igat ing,  I  am wi l l ing to answer that  quest ion .   So I  do 

not  know,  because the same quest ion that  I  have been 

asked here,  I  have been asked by the same people who are  

invest igat ing the  case .   So now,  what  is  the i r  in tent ion 

about  the quest ion?  I  do not  know that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe last ly  f rom me,  whatever  fur ther  

engagement  Ms Hassim is  going to have wi th you on th is ,  

that  perhaps you should a lso be reminded and be mindfu l  

that  you have test i f ied before the Ad Hoc Commit tee on 

re lat ing to not  just  General  Senona.   You were  asked 

speci f ic  quest ions,  you answered,  and that  is  a  publ ic  

record.    

 So some of  the quest ions wi l l  no t  be p lac ing new 

mat ter  before the Commission  that  is  not  p reviously 

avai lab le to  the publ ic .   And that  we should test i fy  to  in  the 

Ad Hoc Commit tee ,  we are ent i t led  to put  i t  to  you .   There is  
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noth ing that  says we cannot  put  i t  to  you .   I t  i s  up  to you 

how you choose to respond to i t .   But  i t  is  mater ia l  that  is  

before us,  you have test i f ied to under oath,  and we are  

ent i t led to put  i t  to  you .    

 So the topic of  General  Senona is  not  of f  the table,  

can never be of f  the table .   You have been advised f rom the 

Commissioners,  hopefu l l y  f rom your legal  team, but  you 

have a lso heard the evidence leaders say that  there is  no  

umbrel la  top ics that  are of f  the table .   You have to l i s ten to  

each quest ion and then say why that  quest ion would 

impl icate you,  an  answer to  that  quest ion would impl icate 

you.    

 And you unfor tuna te ly have to  do i t  that  painfu l  way 

of  each quest ion,  s tate why that  would impl icate you .   I t  is  

not  c lear ,  fo r  example,  to  me why repeat ing the answer you 

gave to the Ad Hoc Commit tee o f  when you met  General  

Senona,  why that  would impl icate you .   I t  is  not  c lear  unt i l  

you expla in tha t ,  wel l ,  i f  I  g ive you that  answer,  i t  

potent ia l ly  d isc loses my involvement  in  unlawfu l  conduct ,  

because that  is  how i t  must  work .    

 So f ina l l y ,  I  th ink  there is  no basis .   I  agree wi th  

the Chai rperson and wi th Commissioner Khumalo  that  you 

cannot ,  in  a b lanket  way,  refuse to answer quest ions just  

because the pol ice have in terv iewed you and you have got  

that  le t te r .   You cannot  refuse to answer any quest ion  
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re la ted to Genera l  Senona,  and I  do not  understand you to 

be saying that .   You should l is ten to the quest ion and 

answer the  quest ion,  inc luding saying I  wi l l  not  answer  

because the answer to  that  wi l l  impl icate me .   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .   Is  

there something you wish to say in  response?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  wanted to ask now,  wi l l  I  ever  be  

af forded the chance to,  i f  I  see there is  a quest ion that  wi l l  

impl icate mysel f ,  that  wi l l  I  be af forded the chance to say 

no,  th is  quest ion  I  am not  comfor table answer ing,  i t  wi l l  

impl icate mysel f .   I  am saying regard ing General  Senona,  

so i f  there is  a quest ion that  wi l l  impl icate mysel f .   Because 

now I  do not  know how I  should,  the th ing is ,  I  do not  know 

the d i f fe rence between which r ight  I  must  invoke,  which 

pr iv i lege must  I  invoke,  so I  do not  know how now I  must  

move forward wi th th is .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The idea of  the  engagement  was not  at  

a l l  to  stop you f rom assert ing your pr iv i lege where  that  is  

war ranted.   That  is  not  the idea .   But  what  we are engaging 

you on is  that  to  the extent  that  there may be quest ions 

around or  about  General  Senona,  that  do not  bear re levance 

to any possib le or  a l leged cr iminal i ty ,  which is  what  the 

basis fo r  asser t ing the pr iv i lege would be,  then there is  no 

reason or  basis fo r  you not  to  answer the quest ions .    

 But  you know bet ter ,  you are in  a bet te r  posi t ion to  
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know that ,  but  once we get  there,  now that  does ent i t le  me 

to asser t  my pr iv i lege .   So we are not  suggest ing that  for  as  

long as we are ta lk ing about  General  Senona,  then you are  

barred f rom assert ing your pr iv i lege .   That  i s  not  what  th is  

engagement  was in tended to achieve,  not  at  a l l .   That  is  not  

the idea.    

 Our engagement  basica l ly ,  and that  is  why I  even 

gave the example of  the cash- in- t ransi t  he ist ,  our  

engagement  was merely to  say the  fact  that  the pol ice have 

asked you quest ions about  Genera l  Senona does not  in  and 

of  i tse l f  ent i t le  you to ra ise or  to  asser t  the pr iv i lege in  

respect  of  anyth ing that  re lates to  General  Senona.   Some 

of  the quest ions that  you may have been asked may not  

bear re levance to whatever c r iminal i t y  i t  is  that  they are 

invest igat ing .    

 For  example,  I  th ink i t  does make sense that  you 

would star t  somewhere when in terv iewing someone,  and 

that  s tar t ing poin t  may not  necessar i l y  in  and of  i tse l f  bear  

re levance to what  is  actual ly  invest igated.   I  guess one 

could even re late i t  to  a conversat ion .   Somet imes when you 

are engaging in  a  conversat ion wi th people,  you do not  just  

go  st ra ight  to ,  yes,  some people do,  but  somet imes you wi l l  

in t roduce i t ,  but  i t  is  not  real l y  the crux of  what  you want  to  

address.    

 So the quest ion ,  when d id you meet  General  
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Senona for  the f i rs t  t ime,  may not  necessar i ly  re late to  

whatever i t  is  they are actual ly  invest igat ing .   So i t  is  a t  

that  level  that  we were engaging you,  and you know bet te r  

at  what  point  does i t  get  c loser  to  what  you understand the 

a l leged cr iminal i ty  to  be or  to  be  about .   You know that  

bet te r .   But  i f  i t  was a meet ing at  a  wedding and you know 

f rom where you are s i t t ing whether  there was or  there was 

not  any possib le  cr iminal i ty ,  I  do  not  see why you cannot  

answer the quest ion as to where and when you f i rs t  met  

General  Senona.   I  do not .    

 Unless,  again,  i t  goes to my example of  the heist ,  

where the very meet ing at  the wedding would have been 

in tended to d iscuss the heist .   Do you see the  d ist inct ion I  

am drawing?  So to answer your quest ion d i rect ly ,  no,  we 

are not  suggest ing that  you cannot  asser t  your  pr iv i lege 

insofar  as General  Senona is  concerned.   We are not  

suggest ing that  at  a l l .   We are jus t  saying that  sure ly that  

pr iv i lege cannot  be appl icable to  any and every quest ion 

that  has something to do wi th General  Senona.   That  is  a l l  

we are saying .   I  hope that  c la r i f ies  i t .    

MR MATLALA :    Thanks,  Chai rperson .   But  the heist  was a  

very bad example .   [Laughter ]   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  had to  g ive an example to  t ry  to  dr ive 

the point  home,  Mr Mat la la .    

MR MATLALA :    No,  thank you .   I  wi l l  do i t  when i t  is  t ime 
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for  me to asser t  my pr iv i lege .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  p lease,  p lease,  thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr Mat la la .   So,  

I  mean,  you have been l i s tening to  the exchanges we have 

been having regard ing the quest ion of  the ambi t  o f  your  

r ight .   And I  th ink  just  to  fu r ther  c lar i f y  fo r  you,  your  r ight  is  

not  a genera l  r igh t  to  remain s i lent  in  the Commission .   So,  

that  is  why we say to you that  you need to answer each 

quest ion,  unless that  quest ion i tse l f  you feel  wi l l  incr iminate  

you in  a speci f ic  of fence,  in  a speci f ied of fence .   Do you 

understand?  You get  the d ist inc t ion ?  Okay.   So,  le t  us 

begin again.  

 My quest ion to you was about  your  meet ing wi th  

General  Senona.   And you recal l  that  you a l ready test i f ied  

to th is  at  the Ad Hoc Commit tee .   Do you recal l  that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  recal l  that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  can you te l l  us when you met 

General  Senona and where?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  i t  was in  the  wedding,  but  the  date,  I  

do not  remember,  but  i t  was before  2020 .   Before 2020,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  are you saying i t  was in  2020 or  

before 2020?  

MR MATLALA :    Before,  yes .   Because 2020,  I  remember,  

because of  the pandemic .   So,  i t  was before that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  and that  you said was at  the  
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wedding?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so,  you spoke to h im on that  day?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you exchange numbers that  

day?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  no.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id you exchange numbers?  

MR MATLALA :    On a la ter  s tage.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you recal l  when?  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  recal l  when,  but  a lso,  Mr General  

Senona,  a lso,  he is  f rom the same,  I  would say,  township as  

Mr Msib i .   So,  I  knew him because somet imes he would be 

wi th Mr Msib i  and then that  is  how I  knew,  I  got  to ,  I  would  

say,  get  c loser  to  h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  you met  h im at  h is  wedding,  

but  your  in t roduct ion,  the reason you went  to  the wedding 

was not  because Mr Msib i  in t roduced you.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  i t  is  not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you are saying that  your  

re lat ionship grew c loser  wi th the  assistance of  Mr Msib i  

because he had a  re lat ionship wi th General  Senona.  

MR MATLALA :    Not  wi th  h is  assistance,  because I  th ink i t  

was the funera l  o f ,  they are f rom the same township,  so he 

was at  the funera l  o f  Mr Msib i 's  mother .   Then af ter  the  



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 27  o f  187  

 

 

funera l ,  I  was s i t t ing wi th h im on the same table .   Af ter  the 

funera l ,  we were eat ing,  then I  was on the same tab le wi th  

h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi th General  Senona?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   So,  I  get  that .   So,  you became 

f r iends.   At  some point ,  you exchanged numbers .   So,  you 

were not  only meet ing h im at  wedd ings and funera ls.  

MR MATLALA :    That  is  my b ig,  not  f r iends,  because he is  

my,  I  wi l l  say  o lder  brother .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .   So,  you would have 

seen that  in  the Ad Hoc Commit tee,  you have in  fact  

descr ibed h im.   In  Par l iament ,  you said you descr ibed h im 

as your b ig brother ,  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  remember ,  but  I  wi l l  take i t ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And in  your  conversat ions wi th  h im in  

the WhatsApp chats,  you descr ibed h im as Nduna.  

MR MATLALA :    I  just  re fer  to  everybody as Nduna,  just  not  

only h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Not  just  h im.   Okay.   But  you have got  a 

respect fu l  and f r iendly re lat ionship  wi th h im.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do have.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you communicated wi th each other 

regular ly .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And so,  I  mean,  can you ident i f y  at  what  

point  you began to communicate  more regular ly ?  So,  af te r  

you had f i rs t  met .  

MR MATLALA :    I  would say maybe af ter  the funera l  o f  Mr 

Msib i 's  mother .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when was that?  

MR MATLALA :    E ish,  maybe 2021.   I  do not ,  2021 maybe .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .   And then you arranged 

to meet  wi th h im when you went  to  Durban f rom t ime to  

t ime.   Is  that  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    When I  d id what?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You ar ranged to meet  wi th h im when 

you t ravel led to Durban.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you a lso  would ar range to meet  

wi th h im when he t ravel led to Pretor ia .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when you met  wi th h im in  Pretor ia ,  

the meet ing p lace,  d id you have a  common meet ing  p lace ?  

And le t  me say that ,  f i rs t ly ,  was that  common meet ing p lace 

Menlyn Maine?  Is  that  where you would usual ly  meet?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And is  that  your  apartment?  

MR MATLALA :    Of  course,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And how of ten d id you meet  at  
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Menlyn Maine in  Pretor ia?  

MR MATLALA :    On a number of  occasions,  I  cannot  te l l ,  I  

do not  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you g ive us an est imate?  Five,  ten,  

one hundred?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  no,  that  is  qui te  a lo t .   Less than. . .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  i t  was regular?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And in  a l l  o f  the t imes of  these 

meet ings,  you knew that  he was a senior  DPCI of f icer?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  knew i t ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And in  these meet ings,  d id you 

d iscuss your businesses wi th h im?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  he knew i t ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  d id  not  hear you.  

MR MATLALA :    He knew before,  yes,  somet imes I  d iscuss,  

but  he a l ready knew what  I  was doing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So he a l ready knew what  you were 

doing?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  in  par t i cu lar  a re you ta lk ing 

about?  

MR MATLALA :    Secur i ty .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So you d iscuss the business,  the 

CAT VIP protect ion serv ice business?  
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MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you d iscuss wi th h im the needs of  

your  company and par t icu la r l y  an issue about  r isk 

management?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  do not  recal l  that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Did he in t roduce you to any 

people or  recommend people for  you to consul t  wi th  to  

assist  you wi th the management  of  the company?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  not  to  consul t  wi th ,  but  he was wi l l ing  

to  recommend people who needed secur i t y  serv ices to me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    To recommend people who were in  the  

same business?  

MR MATLALA :    No.   Can I  g ive you an example?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  p lease do .   And i f  you could just  

speak up a l i t t le ,  I  am not  sure i f  i t  is  just  me.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  understood,  but  he just  sa id  he wi l l  

expla in,  but  I  understood h is answer to  be that  he would 

recommend c l ients .   That  is  how I  understood.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Did you want  to  expla in fur ther ,  Mr  

Mat la la?  

MR MATLALA :    I  wanted to say,  yes,  c l ients,  recommend 

c l ients,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So you are saying he d id not  
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recommend sor t  o f  experts fo r  you to consul t  wi th ,  wi th  

regard to the management  o f  your  business?  

MR MATLALA :    Experts?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  l i ke  maybe f inancia l  experts or  

business management ,  people who are exper ienced in  

business management  or  that  k ind of  th ing.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  do not  recal l  that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And d id you d iscuss your  

cont ract  d i f f icu l t ies wi th SAPS wi th h im?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when was that  that  you d iscussed 

that  wi th  h im?  

MR MATLALA :    Maybe in  the beginning of  2025 or  towards 

the end of  2024,  somewhere there ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so end of  2024,  beginning 2025 .   

End of  2024 was a lso the t ime at  which you had the ra id at  

your  p lace by the GCI  Ops Team on 6 December,  correct?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then there was a second one in  

December as wel l ,  I  th ink i t  might  have been around 18 or  

19 December,  i s  that  correct?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you d iscuss that  pol ice act ion that  

was taken agains t  you,  d id you d iscuss that  wi th  General  

Senona? 
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MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  was the content  of  that  

d iscussion?  

MR MATLALA :    Let  me just  s ta r t  wi th  the f i rs t  ra id .   I  was 

worr ied that ,  I  thought  I  was robbed,  but  as soon as I  found 

out  that  there are  pol ice who came to do the ra id,  so I  to ld  

h im about  what  happened .   Because he was in  Pre tor ia ,  I  

remember,  so I  d id  not  need to go  to KZ N,  he was around.   

So I  expla ined to  h im what  happened and I  th ink that  is  i t .   

So,  yes,  I  just  expla ined to h im what  happened and then he 

just  sa id to  me,  and I  to ld  h im that ,  l is ten,  they even took 

my phones,  I  cannot  even make t ransact ions,  I  even 

borrowed money f rom him.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  remember that  day,  he gave me 

R20,000.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    He gave you R20,000 on that  day?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  was af ter  the 6 t h  o f  December?  

MR MATLALA :    The fo l lowing day .   I  th ink i t  was the 7 t h  or  

the 8 t h ,  but  i t  was on a weekend,  yes .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And d id he advise you on how to 

handle what  had happened to you on the 6 t h  o f  December,  

inc luding the seizure of  your  phones?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  he a lso d id not  know what  was 
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happening.   I  jus t  to ld  h im,  but  we thought  by then,  even 

mysel f ,  I  thought ,  s ince we found out  that  those are real  

po l i ce,  then we thought ,  in  a  way,  what  they were looking  

for ,  they d id not  f ind i t ,  i t  w i l l  end l ike  that .   So there was 

noth ing fu r ther  to  d iscuss .   Unt i l  the  second ra id.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Unt i l  the second ra id .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  was the concern in  re la t ion  to the 

second ra id?  

MR MATLALA :    The concern now,  i t  was because I  thought  

that  was a personal  th ing .   L ike I  expla ined ear l ie r ,  that  the 

pol ice went  to  my of f ice to  do an inspect ion,  and whi le  they 

were there,  they ended up coming up wi th a charge of  

negl igence,  I  would say,  because I  had a spare key of  my 

safe where we keep our  weapons .   And I  d id  not  know,  

accord ing to the law,  you are not  supposed to do that  as an 

owner of  the company.  

 So but  the way the pol ice came to my house to  

ar rest  me,  then  I  thought  th is  i s  more than what  i t  was 

supposed to be,  because they came wi th the i r  task force  

members to arres t  me for  th is  key.   Then I  expla ined that  to  

h im,  that  I  do not  th ink th is  i s  what  i t  is .   There might  be  

more to th is  th ing .   Then he advised me that  maybe he wi l l  

ask around and he wi l l  te l l  me what  is  happening.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  me just  pause you for  a  
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moment  there .   When you d iscussed th is  wi th h im,  was he 

st i l l  in  Pretor ia ?  Did you d iscuss i t  wi th  h im in  person?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  was wi th h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Where were you?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  in  Pretor ia .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  Pretor ia?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  Menlyn Maine?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  your  p lace?  

MR MATLALA :    I  on ly met  h im,  yes .   When he was in  

Pretor ia ,  the only p lace that  we m eet  was at  my apar tment .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  when you d iscussed th is  wi th  

h im,  he said to  you he would f ind out  more in format ion.  

MR MATLALA :    He said he would ask.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ask around.  

MR MATLALA :    Maybe,  I  do not  rememb er,  ask around or  

f ind out  something l ike that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and d id he then come back to you 

wi th what  he learned f rom his invest igat ions?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  actual ly ,  no  he d id not .   But  that  is  

when I  found out  f rom the fo rmer M in ister  Bheki  Cele ,  that  I  

to ld  h im instead what  i s  actual ly  happening .   He d id  not  te l l  

me.   I  to ld  h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us take a step back there .   
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Expla in the involvement  of  former Min ister  Bheki  Ce le .  

MR MATLALA :    Can you say that  again?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you expla in h is  involvement ?  What  

is  i t  you are t ry ing to say about  h im?  

MR MATLALA :    Min iste r  Cele?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am saying  af ter  I  met  h im,  that  is  

when I  knew,  and then I  expla ined to Mr Senona  what  I  

found out  f rom former Min ister  Cele .   So,  I  do not  know 

what  you are saying,  I  must  expla in  what?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  just  want  to  understand why you 

were in t roducing former Min ister  Bheki  Cele  in to i t  in  

response to my quest ion to you .   My quest ion was,  d id  

General  Senona come back to you to say,  th is  is  what  he  

has found out ,  th is  is  the team that  d id the ra id,  and any 

in format ion,  d id he g ive i t  to  you ?  Any in format ion?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  sa id he d id not .   I  am the one who 

actual ly  to ld  h im what  was happen ing,  because I  found out  

f rom Min ister  Cele.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so he had no in format ion that  he  

came back to you.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  noth ing ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  but  he d id undertake to f ind  

out ,  he just  never  came back to  you.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 36  o f  187  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  a t  th is  point ,  th is  is  now 

December 2024 st i l l ,  and you are meet ing h im regular ly .   

He,  I  assume i t  is  a loan that  he g ives you of  R20,000,  i t  

does not  mat ter  whether  i t  is  a  loan or  not .   But  by th is  

point  in  t ime,  you have now become personal  f r iends .   

Would that  be fa i r  to  say?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  not  fa i r .   I t  is  l ike now I  am saying I  

am f r iends wi th the Chai rperson,  and i t  is  o lder  than me,  so 

I  would rather  say my b ig brother .   I  cannot  say he can be 

my f r iend,  someone o lder  than me.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Mat la la ,  perhaps in  township  

l ingo,  you say i t  was a brother ly  re lat ionship.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  b ig brother ly  re lat ionship,  yes .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He is  not  a  re lat ive,  but  you have a 

brother ly  re lat ionship wi th h im .   Lid i -bra  [? ] .  

MR MATLALA :    Ah,  no.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ki l l i  grootman  [? ] .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes,  yes .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  want  to  take you back .   Sor ry to  do 

th is ,  I  had a quest ion .   At  what  point ,  I  know you met  f i rs t  a t  

a  wedding,  and then at  the funera l  o f  Mr Msib i 's  mother .   A t  

what  point  d id you become aware that  he was the Head of  

the Hawks in  KZN?  

MR MATLALA :    A t  the funera l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So you found out  at  the funera l  that  he is  
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the Head of  the Hawks at  KZN?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  not  the Hawks .   I  just  heard people 

referr ing to h im as General ,  General ,  so I  d id  no t  know 

General  f rom where .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you knew that  he was a  General  

a t  SAPS? 

MR MATLALA :    General ,  yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You just  d id not  know which  d i v is ion 

or  which uni t?    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  I  d id  not  know.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  again,  th is  is  December .   Let  us 

stay in  December and go to the WhatsApp chat  conversat ion 

between you and General  Senona.   And for  that ,  you wi l l  

need to go to f i le  2 .   And page 2.  

MR MATLALA :    Page 2.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And do you see the chats between you 

and General  Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you see that  i t  i s  dated 28 

December 2024?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    2 .1  f i le?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  f i le  2 .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    And you said page?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 2.   Perhaps the number ing,  I  am 

hoping that  your  number ing has not  gone awry,  

Commissioner Ba loyi ,  but  i f  you look at  the tab,  that  is  

numbered.   Yes.   Sor ry,  numbered what ?  Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  I  am there,  page 2,  thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Okay.   So,  Mr  Mat la la,  now 

that  we are a l l  on th is  page,  you wi l l  see these 

conversat ions tha t  are tak ing p lace on the 28 t h  o f  December 

2024.   You say to h im,  so the green is  you .   Do you see 

that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You recognise that  number?  

MR MATLALA :    I  see the name,  but  the number d id not . . .   

Ja,  but  I  see h is name.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And your number ends in . . .  

MR MATLALA :    My number,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  your  number.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You star t  o f f  g reet ing h im by say ing :  

“Morning,  Nduna. ”  

He says:  

“ I  t rust  you are f ine under  the  

c i rcumstances. ”  

And then you say :  
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“The guy I  went  to  see real ly  helped .   I  wi l l  

te l l  you whenever you are back th is  s ide .   

Monday,  I  am s tar t ing wi th our  pro ject .   

Noth ing is  d is tu rb ing me anymore. ”    

What  were you saying to General  Senona here?  Let  us 

begin wi th,  who is  the guy that  you went  to  see?  

MR MATLALA :    He is  the guy I  was refer r ing to,  the former 

Min ister .   L ike I  sa id to  you,  I  am the one who in formed h im 

that  the Min ister  helped.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so the guy is  a former Min ister .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And when you say to General  

Senona,  the guy I  went  to  see,  he knows who you are 

ta lk ing about .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    How does he know that?  

MR MATLALA :    I  to ld  h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You to ld h im in  advance that  you were  

going to see the Min ister  Cele.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And then you say :  

“ I  wi l l  te l l  you whenever you are back th is  

s ide. ”    

And then;  

“ I  am star t ing wi th our  pro ject .   Noth ing i s  
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d is turb ing me anymore. ”    

What  d id you mean by our  pro ject?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  our  pro ject  is  under invest igat ion .   So 

I  wi l l  p lease want  to  asser t  my r ight  not  to  incr iminate  

mysel f .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  re lat ion to the pro ject ?   

MR MATLALA :    To our  pro ject ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Our pro ject .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  to  be  c lear ,  that  is  a  pro ject  

between you and General  Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  i t  a  pro ject  that  is  unre lated to 

Medicare 2024?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  a  pro ject  that  is  under invest igat ion,  

Advocate Hassim .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  i t  the Medicare 24 cont ract?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  i t  is  not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  when you have th is  

exchange wi th h im,  he says he is  coming back,  i f  you turn 

over  to  page 3.    

“ I  am coming back that  s ide tomorrow,  a  

week. ”    

And then he te l l s  you when he arr ives .   Two days la ter .   Or 

three days la ter  because i t  i s  December .   Did you then meet  
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wi th  h im when he ar r ives back in  Pretor ia?  

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink I  d id ,  but  I  do not  remember .   

Maybe I  d id ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  recal l ,  is  that  what  you are  

saying?  

MR MATLALA :    I  met  h im a lo t .   Chances are I  might  have 

met  h im,  but  I  do not  recal l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink th is  chats wi l l  assist  me to see ,  ja .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  i f  you look at  that  pa ge 3,  he 

says on the 30 t h  o f  December :  

“My brother ,  I  am in Pretor ia . ”    

Is  he saying that  to  le t  you know that  he is  avai lab le to  

meet?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  looks l i ke i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And i f  you turn to  page 4  of  that  

same f i le ,  and at  the bot tom  of  that  page,  you wi l l  see 2 n d  

January 2025 General  Sonoma says :  

“ I  am around and we can meet  once you 

are avai lab le. ”  

And then you tu rn over  to  page …   No,  le t  us just  pause on 

that .   That  is  2 n d  o f  January .   Did you,  do you recal l  meet ing 

then in  January?  

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink I  d id ,  but  I  just  do not  remember .   

But  I  th ink I  met  h im.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   In  fact ,  the 22 n d  o f  January,  i f  we 

can go to that ,  page 8.   You wi l l  see on page 8,  he says 

again,  now he is  back in  Pretor ia .   He says:  

“Good evening brother ,  I  am around in  

Pretor ia . ”   

Do you see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.   I t  wi l l  mean he is  around for  the  

second t ime now.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  see i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you say :  

“Let  us meet  tomorrow i f  you are  

avai lab le. ”  

And he says,  he wi l l  be avai lab le around th is  t ime tomorrow,  

which is  in  the evening.   I t  is  about  6.37 p.m .   that  he sends 

th is .   Right?  Did you meet  then?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  th ink I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And what  was the subject  of  your  

meet ing then?  

MR MATLALA :    The same th ing that  I  am saying is  under 

invest igat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you have fur ther  meet ings in  

January?  

MR MATLALA :    Ja,  we had qui te  a few meet ings,  but  I  do 

not  know.   I t  is  no t  only in  January.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Not  only in  January?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You met  in  February as wel l?  

MR MATLALA :    I  met  h im a lo t ,  so I  th ink maybe I  wi l l  say 

each and every month I  met  h im f rom what  I  can remember.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id the meet ings wi th General  

Senona stop?  

MR MATLALA :    They never stopped unt i l  I  was ar rested.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Unt i l  you were ar rested ?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And they were regular  meet ings?  

MR MATLALA :    Not  regular ,  because somet imes h is of f ice 

was in  KZN,  so he would be at  work most  of  the t ime .   I  am 

saying regular ,  I  wi l l  say only when he was around in  

Pretor ia .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Oh,  d id you not  meet  h im in  Durban?  

MR MATLALA :    In  Durban,  yes,  I  met  h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  would l ike  to  take you to  a chat  

that  i s  on 15 January.   I  am jus t  t ry ing to f ind the r ight  

page,  because i t  does not  seem to  be in  my f i le .   Just  g ive 

me a moment ,  p lease .   No,  i t  i s  not  in  my f i le .   I t  is  a  chat  

that  is  on 15 January,  and I  wi l l  f ind  the page for  you .   What  

takes p lace in  that  conversat ion is  General  Senona says to 

you,  i f  th ings are favourable,  le t  us f ina l i se the  cont ract .   

This is  on 15 January 2025 .   He says,  i f  th ings are  
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favourable. . .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Page 7,  top o f  page 7 .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 7.   Thank you,  Commissioner  

Khumalo .   Do you have i t?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  page 6 is  where i t  begins .   He says:  

“ I  wi l l  request  i f  th ings are favourable,  le t  

us f ina l i se the cont ract  fo r  those guys who 

assisted us. ”  

That  is  General  Senona to you.   What  does he mean by i f  

th ings are favourable ?  What  condi t ions had to be 

favourable?  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  know what  he was referr ing to .   

Maybe my avai lab i l i ty?  I  do not  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And which cont ract  was to be f ina l ised?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  the same that  I  sa id,  i t  is  under 

invest igat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    This i s  the other  p ro ject  that  you are 

referr ing to outs ide of  Medicare 24 ?  Yes? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And who were those guys who assisted  

us?  

MR MATLALA :    Ja,  they are under invest igat ion ,  Advocate .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Those guys are under invest igat ion .   

And th is  i s  l inked to the cont ract ,  o f  course.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    thought  you nodded very s l ight ly .   Do you 

want  to  vocal ise  the response ?  The quest ion,  a re those 

guys under invest igat ion ,  I  thought  I  saw you nod very 

s l ight ly .    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  sa id yes .   They are  under  

invest igat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  d id that  cont ract  ever  get  

concluded?  

MR MATLALA :    No.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  was there any ever  draf t  or  any 

wr i t ten proposal  re lated to that  cont ract?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  i t  is  not  a proposal .   There  was no 

proposal .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  was there any agreement  or  draf t  

agreement  concern ing that  cont ract?  

MR MATLALA :    Advocate ,  you are tak ing me st ra ight  to  the  

rabbi t  ho le now .   Part  o f  th is  agreement  is  under  

invest igat ion .   So,  when you say the cont ract ,  I  cannot  

answer that ,  because th is  is  the exact  same th ing that  I  am 

saying is  under invest igat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   We know now that  th is  is  a  

cont ract  or  a pro ject  that  involved both you and General  

Senona.   Did General  Senona receive  any fee or  in te rest  or  

any payment  in  re lat ion to th is  cont ract?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  he d id not .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  would l ike to  then turn to  the  

re lat ionship that  you have wi th General  Senona's son.   Do 

you know him?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  Thato.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   When d id you meet  h im?  

MR MATLALA :    Recent ly .   I  do not  know when,  but  

recent ly .   Maybe 2024.   Yes,  recent ly .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  2024?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  recent ly .   Because 25 I  was ar rested .   

Yes,  2024.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you have a rough est imate about  

when in  2024?  We are not  hold ing  you to  i t .   We 

understand that  you do not  have any records in  f ront  of  you .   

But  i f  you have a rough est imate,  that  would assist .  

MR MATLALA :    Maybe in  the  middle of  2024 .   I  do  not  

remember the date ,  but . . .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And what  were the  

c i rcumstances under which you met  Thato Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    In  Pretor ia ,  next  to  the township,  next  to  

Mamelodi ,  there is  a pro ject  that  is  going on there  where 

there is  a,  what  i s  i t  ca l led?  Ford.   The company Ford .   So 

there is  a lo t  o f  const ruct ion tha t  is  going on there,  so  

Thato wanted me to help h im through h is fa ther .   His fa ther  

in t roduced h im to  me,  and he wanted me to help h im to get  

a  job there,  because he was a lso in to const ruct ion.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So to get  a job at  the Ford Motor  

Company?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And how wou ld you be able to  assist  

h im to get  a job?  

MR MATLALA :    Because I  am a lso f rom Mamelodi ,  and 

obviously what  they do is  they pr ior i t i se people who are  

local ,  before they can g ive jobs to someone outs ide of  that  

area.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So were you able to  assist  h im ?  Are 

you in  the const ruct ion business?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Were you able to  assist  h im to get  a 

job?  

MR MATLALA :    No.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you made an at tempt?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am saying  that  is  what  he wanted .   

He d id not  know whether  I  would be able to  or  not ,  but  s ince 

I  am f rom Mamelodi ,  that  is  what  he  wanted me to do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so that  was when you f i rs t  got  to  

know him? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then when d id you next  engage wi th 

h im? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id ,  when I  wi l l  not  remember,  but  
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yes,  there was a  second engagement ,  but  whe n I  do not  

remember.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  what  was the second engagement  

about?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  about  what  I  sa id ear l ie r ,  that  is  

something which is  under invest igat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Something that  is  under invest iga t ion ?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Are you refer r ing again now to th is 

pro ject  wi th  General  Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So h is son,  Thato Senona,  was a lso a 

par t  o f  that  pro jec t?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  see.   So you meet  wi th h im again to  

d iscuss that  pro ject?  

CHAIRPERSON :    May I?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Go ahead.  

CHAIRPERSON :    There has been evidence before us,  I  

th ink by General  Senona h imsel f ,  that  you and Mr Thato  

Senona in tended to purchase an apartment  for  purposes of  

rent ing i t  out .   Is  the pro ject  you are referr ing to that  pro ject  

or  i s  i t  some other  pro ject?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  am refer r ing to that  one.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  i s  a pro ject  that  you were 

involved in  wi th General  Senona and Thato Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Concern ing the purchase of  the  

apartment?  

MR MATLALA :    The pro ject ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the purchase of  the apartment  was 

one aspect  of  the pro ject?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  i t  was the pro ject .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So where I  was going to take you 

to is  page 6 in  f i le  2 .   On 9 January 2025,  General  Senona 

sends you a message saying :  

“Good af te rnoon brother ,  d id you meet  wi th  

Thato? ”  

And you say :  

“Tomorrow,  I  am wai t ing fo r  of fer  to  

purchase f i rs t . ”    

So th is  is  the pro ject ,  the of fer  to  purchase an apartment  

that  is  being refer red to here.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  i t  is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you purchase an apartment?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  d id  not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you say where the apartment  was?  

MR MATLALA :    Where i t  was?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  where was th is  apartment  that  you 
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were p lanning to purchase?  

MR MATLALA :    In  Menlyn.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  Mid rand? 

MR MATLALA :    No,  Menlyn.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Apologies,  Menlyn.   And what  was the  

purchase pr ice?  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  remember ,  maybe,  but  I  do not  

th ink i t  was more than 3 mi l l ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Say that  again.  

MR MATLALA :    I  am saying I  do not  th ink i t  was more than 

3 mi l l ion .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Three.   No,  I  am saying between 2 and,  

I  do not  remember the exact  amount ,  but  i t  should  be 2.4,  

between 2 and 3 mi l l ion,  somewhere there .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And who was going to pay for  the 

purchase of  the apartment?  

MR MATLALA :    That  is  par t  o f  the invest igat ion ,  Advocate  

Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Were you going to pay for  the purchase 

of  the apartment?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  would choose not  to  answer that  

quest ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was Thato Senona going to have some 

ownership share in  the apartment?  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  know that .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  know that ,  o r  you are not  

answer ing that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do not  want  to  answer that  quest ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was General  Senona going to have 

some ownership or  benef ic ia l  in terest  in  that  apartment?  

MR MATLALA :    S t i l l ,  I  do not  want  to  answer that  quest i on.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  when you engaged wi th the estate  

agent  on the purchase of  the apartment ,  d id you request  

in format ion f rom Thato Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .   Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id .   Did you request  h is  FICA 

documents?  

MR MATLALA :    Request  what?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    His FICA documents.  

MR MATLALA :    Oh,  the FICA,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you provide those documents to  

the estate agent?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you say that  purchase then was 

never completed? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  i t  was never completed.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you say why i t  was never  

completed?  

MR MATLALA :    Because I  was arrested.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you enter  in to any other  
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property or  business t ransact ion wi th Thato Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    Business t ransact ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  e i ther  p roperty or  other  fo rm of  a  

business t ransact ion.  

MR MATLALA :    Excluding that ,  remember ear l ie r  I  sa id th is  

Ford Motor  Company,  excluding that?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Excluding that .   That  I  understood you 

to be saying that  you were t ry ing to assist  h im on 

employment .  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  do not  th ink  there was other ,  he  used 

to send me h is t ransport  business,  but  i t  was not  l ike I  was 

in terested in  that  one .   But  he used to show me what  he 

was doing cur rent ly .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Now,  these conversat ions 

regard ing the purchase of  the apartment  were tak ing p lace 

in  ear ly  2025 .   Let  me take a step back,  because I  would 

l ike to  ask you,  in  these conversat ions in  December 2024,  

d id you and General  Senona have any d iscussions about  

the PKTT?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  expla ined ear l ie r  that  I  am the one 

who in formed.   The PKTT are the people who went  to ,  i t  is  

the GCI  Ops,  r igh t?  The PKTT.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  i t  is  a  GCI  Ops.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  when you had a conversat ion  about  
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the PKTT,  you are saying i t  was just  in  re lat ion to the ra id?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you have any other  d iscussions wi th 

General  Senona about  the PKTT?  

MR MATLALA :    I  might  have,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  was that?  

MR MATLALA :    On top of ,  I  th ink  everyth ing that  was 

happening af ter  the ra id,  I  was te l l ing h im everyth ing that  

was happening .   So,  i t  was in  re lat ion of  what  was 

happening at  that  moment .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  I  thought  you said you spoke 

about  other  th ings other  than the ra id.  

MR MATLALA :    I  wi l l  have to,  yes .   I  do not  want  to  say I  

d id  not ,  but  I  just  do not  remember,  but  I  th ink I  wi l l  

remember what  I  sa id .   But ,  there is  qui te  a lo t  that  I  sa id,  

so maybe you can,  i f  you can advis e  what  you are referr ing  

to.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  your  concern,  your  concern that  you 

were expressing to General  Senona was in  re lat ion to the 

ra id and the seizure of  the f i rearms? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  i s  how the PKTT came into i t?  

MR MATLALA :    Of  course,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  and that  took p lac e in  

December .   And then on 2 n d  o f  January,  General  Senona 
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. . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  in ter rupt  your  l ine of  

quest ion ing?  Sor ry to  do th is .   Did you bel ieve tha t  i t  was 

the PKTT that  ra ided your house ?  Did you hold tha t  bel ie f  

in  December 2024?   

MR MATLALA :    You mean before or  af te r  I  met  the  former  

Min ister  Cele?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  dur ing 2024 .   So there is  a 

ra id at  your  house,  and af ter  that ,  there is  a ra id at  your  

business premises .   What  was your bel ie f?  Did you bel ieve 

i t  was the PKTT?  Who d id you bel ieve ra ided your house ?   

MR MATLALA :    I  d id  not  know unt i l  I  met  Min ister  Cele .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then when you met  Min ister  Cele ,  

what  was you r bel ie f  as regards who ra ided your house ?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  he to ld me,  yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He said i t  was who?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  the PKTT.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He said i t  was the PKTT? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  at  the end of  December 2024,  you 

bel ieved that  the  PKTT had ra ided your house and your  

business premises?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   So on the 2 n d  o f  January,  i f  



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 55  o f  187  

 

 

you look at  f i le  2,  page 5.  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  the same f i le  that  I  have?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   So i t  i s  just  page 5 .   I t  i s  the 

WhatsApp chats on the 2 n d  o f  January .   You wi l l  see at  the 

bot tom of  that  page,  you sent  an at tachment .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  says,  Le t ter  to  NasCom.  Do you 

see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  see i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you wi l l  f ind that  le t te r  at  page 15 of  

the f i le .   Same f i le .   Do you recogn ise that  le t te r?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  th is  is  what  we have become to be 

cal led the PKTT d isbandment  le t te r .   Do you see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.   Did you ask General  Senona to send 

you that  le t te r?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  th is  le t ter  got  i t  f rom Brown  Mogots i .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You received i t  f rom Brown  Mogots i?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  but  you may have received i t  f rom 

Brown Mogots i ,  but  in  th is  chat ,  General  Senona sends i t  to  

you.   Do you see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Oh,  he sent  i t  to  me?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    Okay.   I  thought  I  sent  i t  to  h im.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  look at  page 5.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am not  d isput ing what  she is  saying,  

but  I  thought  i t  was…  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You might  have shared i t  wi th  h im as 

wel l ,  is  what  you are saying .   You shared that  le t ter  wi th  

people?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  because I  received th is  le t te r ,  I  th ink  

on the 31 s t ,  I  th ink on the 29 t h ,  somewhere there,  f rom 

Brown Mogots i .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did you a lso te l l  Brown  Mogots i  that  

i t  was the PKTT that  ra ided your house?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  he had that  suspic ion,  Brown ,  but  Mr 

Cele conf i rmed i t  to  me.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A f ter  Mr Ce le conf i rmed i t  to  you,  d id  

you te l l  Mr Brown Mogots i  that  you now bel ieve i t  is  the 

PKTT that  ra ided your house?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am saying  he a l ready knew that ,  but  I  

just  d id not  bel ieve h im because by then I  a l ready had my 

suspic ions about  h im .   But  when Mr Cele to ld me,  then he 

just  conf i rmed what  Brown  Mogots i  to ld  me a l ready .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Oh,  Brown had a l ready to ld you that  i t  

was the PKTT tha t  ra ided your house?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So is  that  how you came to know that  i t  

was the PKTT,  through Mr Mogots i ,  and then you re layed 

that  to  General  Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am saying  Mr Cele is  the one who 

conf i rmed i t .   I  d id  not  bel ieve,  oh  yes,  Brown  Mogots i  to ld  

me,  but  at  that  t ime I  d id not  bel ieve anyth ing that  comes 

f rom him.   Mr Ce le just  conf i rmed what  Brown  Mogots i  to ld  

me ear l ie r .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Oh,  I  see.   By which t ime d id  you not  

bel ieve anyth ing Brown  Mogots i  to ld  you?  

MR MATLALA :    When he star ted asking for  money to pay 

invest igators.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id he ask for  that?  

MR MATLALA :    Soon af ter  the f i rs t  ra id.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  was st i l l  in  2024?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  we wi l l  come back to that .   For  

now,  I  just  want  to  stay on th is  le t ter  because in  th is  chat ,  

General  Senona sends you the le t ter .   My quest ion was 

whether  you asked h im to send i t  to  you .   You have 

expla ined you d id  not  ask h im .   And in  fact ,  what  you say to  

us,  you a l ready had th is  le t ter  in  your  possession.  

MR MATLALA :    Of  course I  d id ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  d id you understand the le t ter  to  
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mean? 

MR MATLALA :    To mean? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja,  what  d id i t  mean for  you ?  Why d id  

you th ink General  Senona was sending th is  le t te r  to  you?  

MR MATLALA :    Because by then,  he a l ready knew that  the  

people who came to ra id my house,  so maybe he wanted to 

show me that  that  uni t  has been d isbanded.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you understood th is  to  mean that  

General  Senona is  showing you that  there is  act ion  taken 

against  th is  team?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  be l ieve so.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you have a d iscussion then wi th  

General  Senona about  the le t ter  a f ter  you received i t  f rom 

him? 

MR MATLALA :    I  would not  say no,  but  I  jus t  do not  

remember because I  a l ready received i t  before,  so  i t  was 

not  re levant  for  me anyway .   So maybe yes,  we had,  but  I  

cannot  remember what  was i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are say ing you may have had a 

conversat ion about  the le t ter .   So remember,  th is  is  2 n d  o f  

January.   The ear l ier  chats I  took you to,  you saw there 

were a  number of  meet ings that  you had wi th General  

Senona.   So in  those meet ings,  would you have d iscussed 

th is  le t ter?  I t  seems l i ke i t  is  qui te  an important  le t te r .  

MR MATLALA :    Important  to?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  i t  is  cer ta in ly  important  enough fo r 

General  Senona to send to you .   He th inks you would have 

an in terest  in  th is  le t ter ,  cor rect?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  but  l i ke I  sa id,  I  a l ready received the 

le t ter  before.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure,  but  he sent  i t  to  you not  knowing 

that  you had a l ready received i t  be fore,  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    I  agree.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So he th inks that  you have got  an  

in terest  in  th is  le t ter ,  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    I  agree,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you met  on a number of  

occasions af ter  the 2 n d  o f  January,  a f te r  he sent  you the 

le t ter ,  correct?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you are saying that  you could have 

d iscussed that  le t ter  in  those meet ings?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you recal l  anyth ing about  what  you 

would have d iscussed?  

MR MATLALA :    That  is  why I  am saying I  could  have,  

because I  do not  remember the contents of  the d iscussions.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you could have d iscussed i t ,  

but  you do not  remember the contents of  the d iscuss ion?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Did you ask General  Senona at  

any t ime,  not  about  the le t te r ,  but  about  the team that  was 

invest igat ing you,  that  had conducted the ra id in  December?  

MR MATLALA :    Did I  ask h im what  about  the team?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you ask h im any in format ion of  the  

members of  the team that  was invest igat ing you?  

MR MATLALA :    You mean by the 2 n d  o f  January 2025?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  af te r  the 2 n d  o f  January.  

MR MATLALA :    I  would not  ask h im because I  know who 

these people were.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because he to ld you who they were?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  no,  no .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mr Mogots i  to ld  you who they were?  

MR MATLALA :    Mr Mogots i  and Mr Cele to ld me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So d id you have any d iscussions wi th  

General  Senona about  the team that  was invest igat ing you?  

MR MATLALA :    About  the team,  l ike I  sa id,  I  might  have 

had,  yes,  because you cannot  just  send me someth ing and 

then noth ing has been said about  i t .   Hence,  I  am saying we 

might  have said something which I  do not  know or  recal l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  in  a l l  o f  th is  per iod of  t ime,  

in  January and in  your  communicat ions wi th General  

Senona,  he was obviously,  as you said,  i t  was a brother ly  

re lat ionship .   You were obviously  very c lose and he was 

support ive of  you,  r ight?  
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MR MATLALA :    Yes,  r ight ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he remained in  support  o f  you and 

c lose to you unt i l  your  ar rest ,  correct?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  would l i ke to  take you to a chat  on the  

13 t h  o f  May.   I t  a lso should be in  f i le  2.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    We have i t  as  11 to 12.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  that  is  13 t h  o f  Apr i l .   Let  me te l l  you 

what  i t  is ,  because i t  does not  seem to be in  the f i le .   On 

the 13 t h  o f  May,  you wi l l  recal l  what  was happening at  that  

t ime.   That  was when your cont r act  had just  been cancel led.  

MR MATLALA :    The 13 t h  o f  May?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    2025.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    We have another  addi t iona l  chat ,  

Senona 2.1,  on page 20.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo .   So 

i f  you look at  page 20,  you wi l l  see that  you sent  h im a 

le t ter  to  th is  SAPS nat ional  date o f  13 May 2025 .   Do you 

see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you know what  le t ter  that  was?  

MR MATLALA :    I  wi l l  assume maybe that  is  the terminat ion  
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o f  the cont ract .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In format ion on the cont ract?  

MR MATLALA :    The terminat ion .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Terminat ion.  

MR MATLALA :    I  am saying I  wi l l  assume.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   That  was,  in  fact ,  a  response 

f rom you,  f rom your at to rneys,  to  the SAPS chal lenging the  

terminat ion of  the  cont ract .   Do you recal l  that  being sent?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  recal l  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Now,  when you sent  th is ,  and i t  

is  not  actual ly  in  the  f i le ,  the 13 t h  o f  May one that  I  am 

looking fo r ,  what  General  Senona to ld you was:  

“Take them on,  b rother . ”    

Do you remember  that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was that  h is ,  was he encouraging you in  

re lat ion to your proposed legal  act ion against  the SAPS?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  was?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    My learned col league to my le f t  has just  

pointed out  i t  is  on page 19,  so i t  would be a good idea fo r  

you to have a look at  i t .   What  General  Senona says to you 

is :  

“This is  so sad,  he is  one wi th choice…”  
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But  I  th ink he means no choice ;  

“…but  to  seek legal  advice on th is  i ssue 

wi th a v iew to cha l lenge the decis ion. ”    

Right ,  that  i s  the terminat ion.  

You respond:  

“True,  my advocate advised I  shou ld make 

an in terd ict  wi th in  48 hours. ”  

And then he says :  

“Take them on,  b rother . ”  

And you say :  

“ I  am on i t . ”  

So that  conf i rms that  i t  is  in  re lat ion to the terminat ion of  

the cont ract .   He had an in terest  in  your  cont ract  

cont inu ing,  i s  that  not  so?  

MR MATLALA :    He had an in teres t ,  maybe I  th ink,  I  wi l l  not  

say cont ract ,  but  I  wi l l  say in  my pro ject .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  your  pro jec t ,  he had in terest  in  your  

pro ject ,  is  that  what  you say?  

MR MATLALA :    Okay,  the pro ject  is  a cont ract ,  yes,  but  I  

would say,  I  am saying h is in te rest  was not  in  see ing the ,  

whatever  works for  me,  but  there is  noth ing for  h im to have 

in terest  in  the cont ract .   I  wi l l  say he wi l l  hear ,  but  he 

knows that  I  need the cont ract ,  so that  was h is advice f rom 

him to me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  he had an in terest  in  you?  
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MR MATLALA :    In  my best  in te rests,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are say ing he was looking af ter  

your  in te rests,  that  is  how you are descr ib ing h is  

involvement ,  i f  I  can use a d i f fe rent  word.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    He had an in terest  in  your  wel fare .    

MR MATLALA :    I  would say that ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so,  d id General  Senona receive any 

benef i t ,  o ther  than just  want ing to look af ter  your  wel l -

be ing,  d id he receive any f inancia l  or  other  benef i t  as a 

resul t  o f  your  exerc is ing your per fo rmance in  th is  cont ract?  

MR MATLALA :    Advocate Hassim,  those benef i ts ,  or  

whatever  they are,  is  under invest igat ion,  so I  wi l l  choose 

p lease not  to  comment  on that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   At  the end of  that  exchange  

. . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  so that  there is  no confusion ,  when 

you say those benef i ts  a re under  invest igat ion,  you mean 

that  quest ion,  tha t  very issue?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The f inancia l  benef i ts?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   At  the end of  that  

exchange,  General  Senona sends you Min ister  Cele 's  

contact  deta i ls ,  do you see that?  
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MR MATLALA :    What  page is  i t?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    21.  

MR MATLALA :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  do you know why he sent  i t  to  you 

at  th is  point  in  t ime?  

MR MATLALA :    This is  14 May?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  know,  because I  had Mr Cele 's  

number,  maybe,  I  do not  know,  maybe i t  was a mistake,  I  do 

not  know,  but  I  had Mr Cele 's  number.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   You d id not  request  i t  f rom him?  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  even th ink he was sending  th is  to  

me.   I  do not  th ink,  no,  no,  i t  cannot  be,  because I  had Mr  

Cele 's  number.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  he was sending i t  to  you,  but  I  

accept  your  answer that  you a l ready had Mr Cele 's  number,  

because in  fact  you had met  h im ear l ier  in  the year,  as you 

have a l ready expla ined .    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   Okay.   Did you ask General  

Senona at  that  po int  in  t ime for  any assistance in  re lat ion to 

the cont ract?  

MR MATLALA :    He could not  help me in  re lat ion to the 

cont ract ,  General  Senona.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  re lat ion  to the te rminat ion and 



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 66  o f  187  

 

 

assist ing you on that ,  he could not  provide any assis tance ?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  no,  no.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So before  that  then,  before the 

terminat ion,  when you were hav ing d i f f i cu l t ies w i th the 

cont ract ,  when you were having d i f f icu l t ies wi th purchase 

orders,  do you remember that ,  those d i f f icu l t ies?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You ra ised those d i f f icu l t ies wi th  

severa l  people,  is  that  not  so?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi th  severa l  people wi th in the SAPS,  is  

that  not  so?  

MR MATLALA :    Of  course.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sor ry ,  p lease do not  fo rget  your  l ine of  

quest ion ing .   There is  a quest ion,  I  hope I  d id  not  

misunderstand i t .   I  thought  Ms Hassim asked whether  you 

requested Genera l  Senona to assis t  wi th  the cont rac t ,  and I  

assume that  is  in  the context  of  i ts  cancel la t ion .   And your 

response was he could not  assist .   But  d id I  understand 

your quest ion cor rect ly ,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is ,  you understood i t  cor rec t ly .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So the answer  that  he could not  assist  

does not  answer the quest ion d i rect ly .   Had you requested 

assistance at  a l l ?    

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am saying I  d id  not ,  because even i f  I  
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d id ,  he was not  par t  o f  the supply chain or  anyth ing that  

could help me.   That  i s  why I  sa id he could not  help .    

CHAIRPERSON :    So you d id not ,  because he could not .   A l l  

r ight .   I t  is  just  that  you d id not  a r t icu late the par t  that  you 

d id not ,  what  you ar t icu lated was he could not .   P lease 

cont inue,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Mr Mat la la .   I  understand 

your response in  re lat ion to h is  inabi l i ty  to  assist  you at  the 

point  when the cont ract  was te rminated .   My quest ion to you 

now is  about  a per iod in  t ime pr ior  to  the cont ract  being 

terminated.   And I  ra ised wi th you your d i f f i cu l t ies wi th 

receiv ing purchase orders,  and you conf i rmed that  you were  

having those d i f f icu l t ies .   And that  you ra ised these 

concerns wi th members of  the SAPS,  and you conf i rmed 

that .   Do you st i l l  conf i rm that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And General  Senona was one of  the 

people wi th whom you ra ised your d i f f icu l t ies,  is  that  not  

so?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  but  I  was do ing i t  as my b ig brother ,  

not  because he was par t  o f  SAPS member.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Not  because he was an SAPS member .   

So in  your  personal  capaci ty ,  you were shar ing wi th h im 

your gr ievances.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And in  that  context ,  d id  he prov ide you 

any assistance?  

MR MATLALA :    I  would say yes,  because not  assistance,  

but  when I  went  to  meet  General  Mkhwanazi ,  i t  was in  

re lat ion wi th the purchase orders,  and he was present .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  was in  Apr i l  2025 ?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  fact ,  i t  was 15 Apr i l  2025,  is  that  not  

so?  

MR MATLALA :    The date,  yes ,  bu t  I  take i t  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    We wi l l  come back to i t ,  but  i t  was 15 

Apr i l  2025.   I  am going to an ear l ie r  point  in  t ime .   A re you 

saying that  pr ior  to  that  meet ing o f  15 Apr i l  2025,  General  

Senona d id not  assist  you?  

MR MATLALA :    Wi th what?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi th the problem you were having wi th 

purchase orders.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  he d id not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did he assist  you by in tervening in  any 

way to have your invoices paid?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  he cannot  do that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  le t  us tu rn to  page 7 of  f i le  2.  

MR MATLALA :    Page? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    7 .   And th is  is  f i le  2,  not  2.1 .   Now,  we 

have been at  th is  page before for  the purposes of  the 
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message that  i s  r ight  at  the top  o f  the page,  but  we have 

deal t  wi th  that  now.   We understand that  that  is  a separate  

pro ject ,  not  re lated  to Medicare 24 .   But  what  I  would  l ike  to  

put  to  you next  on th is  page is  the  screensho t  that  you sent  

h im on the 15 t h  o f  January  at  3  minutes past  8 in  the 

evening.   Do you see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  is  that  screenshot?  

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink i t  is  to  show the progress of  how far  

is  the payment  f rom SAPS.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  th is  is  an  in ternal  SAPS sof tware 

system? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And where d id you get  th is  f rom?  

MR MATLALA :    I  got  th is  f rom my Head of  Operat ions.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Your Head of  Operat ions?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  Medicare 24?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And who is  that?  

MR MATLALA :    James Marais.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So th is ,  he captured the  screenshot ,  or  

was that  sent  to  h im?  

MR MATLALA :    There was someone f rom SAPS,  but  that  is  

another  invest igat ion wi th in SAPS .   But  that  i s  another  par t  
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o f  the invest igat ion f rom the Medicare cont ract .   There was 

someone f rom SAPS,  f rom ,  what  is  i t  ca l led,  the  f inance 

department ,  who was sending i t  to  James.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so an SAPS member f rom the 

f inance department?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  sent  h is  th is  screenshot .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sent  h im th is  screenshot ?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you forwarded i t  to  General  

Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why d id you send i t  to  General  Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    To show him the progress of  the payment .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Immediate ly af ter  you sent  i t  to  h im,  you 

say:  

“Let  me know when you are around. ”  

Was i t  to  d iscuss t h is  i ssue of  the payments?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  th is  I  was showing h im how far  is  the 

progress of  the payment .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  what  does i t  say?  What  are  

you t ry ing  to show to h im ?  What  type of  p rogress ?  Lack of  

progress?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  that  I  am wai t ing fo r  payment ,  but  to  

go deeper,  then I  wi l l  have to invoke my r ights,  because i t  

is  par t  o f  invest igat ion .   Because i t  wi l l  take us now to that  
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pro ject  that  I  was ta lk ing  about ,  so  I  do not  want  to  go 

there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   You wi l l  see on that  screenshot  

i t  says:  

“ Invoices to be up loaded. ”  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so i t  does not  real l y  te l l  you much 

about  the  progress on payments .   What  i t  i s  saying is  that  

the invoices have not  yet  been,  i t  is  just  saying the invoices 

to be uploaded,  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    Of  course,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and d id you then d iscuss th is  wi th  

General  Senona a f ter  you met  wi th h im ?  Because you say :  

“Let  me know when you are around. ”  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  th ink  General  Senona wi l l  even 

understand the process of  f inance system f rom SAPS,  but  

th is  invoice to be uploaded,  i t  says when we upload invoice,  

even f rom thei r  s ide,  they wi l l  have to upload them to thei r  

system for  p rocessing .   So that  is  something that  General  

Senona cannot  be  par t  o f .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  when you sent  i t  to  h im,  what  d id 

you expect  h im to  do wi th th is  in format ion?  

MR MATLALA :    Okay,  Advocate Hassim,  I  th ink maybe you 

d id not  understand me ear l ier .   I  sa id th is  is  par t  o f  the  

invest igat ion for  that  pro ject  that  I  was ta lk ing about .   So 
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the only way fo r  you to understand now is  to  exact ly  expla in 

what  was th is  fo r .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are saying  that  th is  i s  par t  o f  an 

invest igat ion in to the other  p ro ject ,  not  Medicare 24?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  not  Medicare 24.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Let  us go to the next  exchange,  

and that  is  in  f i le  2,  and i t  is  page 9A.  

MR MATLALA :    The same f i le  that  I  am having?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Same f i le ,  9A.  

MR MATLALA :    What  page is  that?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    9A.   I t  is  A in  brackets.  

MR MATLALA :    I t  should be another . . .   There is  no A here.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  in  the same f i le .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A f ter  page 9.  

MR MATLALA :    A f ter  page 9 is  10,  and the other  s ide is  

b lank.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Does my learned f r iend have 9A?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  just  says 9 here.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  do you have 9A?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes we do .   Thank you.    

MR MATLALA :    Is  i t  for  f i le  2?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  for  f i le  2 ,  yes .   Okay,  so you wi l l  

see on that  page,  th is  is  now 6 February 2025 .   At  7.18 in  

the evening,  you send General  Senona a v ideo at tachment .   

And i f  we could just  p lay that  v ideo at tachment .  
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MR MATLALA :    Is  i t  not  under invest igat ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  know.   Let  us p lay i t  and then 

you wi l l  te l l  us.  

MR MATLALA :    So we p lay i t  f i rs t?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MR MATLALA :    I t  w i l l  be too la te,  but  okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can we p lay i t  p lease?  

MR MATLALA :    This is  the invest igat ion of  the Medicare  24 

cont ract .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MR MATLALA :    I  can expla in…  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  would st i l l  l ike  the v ideo c l ip  to  be 

p layed.   I t  has been p layed before in  these proceedings .   

And we have asked General  Senona quest ions regard ing 

th is  par t icu lar  v ideo a nd i t  i s  impor tant  fo r  me to be able to  

g ive you an oppor tuni ty  to  respond to i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Or not  respond on the basis of . . .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You wi l l  respond as you see f i t .   Could 

we p lease p lay i t?  

[VIDEO RECORDING PLAYED BACK]  

“ I  am ready to take the k ids to  the col lege 

on the 4 t h .   So by Monday,  i f  we are able to  

receive anyth ing,  we c lose.   We wi l l  have  

to send members  that  are short  a nd that  

process of  the non-performance by the  
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serv ice provider .   That  p rocess I  have 

a l ready d i rected that  i t  must  s tar t .   So…”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you recognise the name of  the  

speaker in  that  v ideo.  

MR MATLALA :    Ja,  but  th is  i s  the  core of  the invest igat ion .   

I  do.   But  I  do not  want  to  comment  on th is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  just  want  to  understand i t .   And as you 

can see,  Mr Mat la la,  I  am respect ing your r ights as you are 

asser t ing  them and not  pushing where  I  th ink you are  

asser t ing  i t  appropr ia te ly .   But  I  just  want  to  quest ion th is  

response now.   Because I  want  to  understand how 

ment ioning the name,  ident i ty  of  the speaker,  would  

impl icate you.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  do not  have a problem wi th the 

speaker .   But  I  just  do not  want  to  go fur ther .   The speaker,  

I  do not  have a problem to ident i fy  the speaker.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so we are tak ing i t  one step at  a  

t ime.   The quest ion was whether  you could ident i fy  the 

speaker,  but  you d id not  want  to  ans wer.   So can you 

ident i fy  the name of  the speaker i f  you are sa ying that  that  

is  not  the issue?  I t  is  just  that  you do not  want  to  go  

fur ther .  

MR MATLALA :    I f  I  am not  wrong,  th is  should be General  

Nkhuoa.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And who is  General  Nkhuoa? 
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MR MATLALA :    She is  the Head o f  HR,  I  th ink.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    She is  a member of  the SAPS in  the HR 

component?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   She says,  wel l ,  before  we say 

that ,  where d id you get  th is  v ideo f rom?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  was,  what  is  i t  ca l led,  par t  o f  our  

b i la tera l  meet ings.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Our meaning who?  

MR MATLALA :    Medicare  24.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am sorry,  I  am sorry .   Par t  o f  your  

what?  

MR MATLALA :    We now and then had meet ings wi th  SAPS .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  okay ,  b i la te ra l?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  okay,  I  d id  not  hear you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Serv ice del ivery meet ings ? 

MR MATLALA :    Progress,  ja ,  i t  is  d i f ferent  purposes .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Concern ing the  implementat ion of  the  

cont ract?  

MR MATLALA :    Ja,  but  by then i t  was running ,  I  th ink i t  

was concern ing…  the new recru i ts ,  I  th ink.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  us take i t  one step at  a  t ime .   So 

th is  i s  a v ideo that  was taken .   I t  is  a  c l ip  of  a  meet ing that  

was a b i la te ra l  meet ing between of f icers of  Medicare  24 and 
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the SAPS.   Am I  understanding that  correct ly?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And who f rom your company was 

present?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  was the COO, Mr Marais .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he is  the person who fo rwarded th is  

to  you?  And we know,  I  mean,  I  th ink you said that  a l ready,  

but  you can conf i rm i t .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  can conf i rm that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   So the speaker,  who we know 

is  General  Nkhuoa,  o r  you say i t  i s ,  says that  i f  we receive 

noth ing by Monday,  we c lose .   So here,  was she ta lk ing  

about  the non-performance of  Medicare 24?  Is  that  what  

she was ta lk ing about?  

MR MATLALA :    P lease,  Advocate Sel lo ,  sor ry,  Advocate 

Hassim,  I  choose not  to  answer these quest ions .   These are  

par t  o f  my quest ions that  I  wi l l  need to an swer dur ing my 

t r ia l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  want  to  ask you th is .   Why d id  

you send th is  record ing to General  Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    I  thought  by then they were going to 

implement ,  what  is  i t  ca l led ?  Implement  a penal ty  or  

something.   Then I  th ink I  was not  going to get  any work  

anymore.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So d id  you expect  h im to in tervene or  
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advise or  to  obta in in format ion fo r  you?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  i t  was not  about  advice.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Say that  again.  

MR MATLALA :    I t  was not  about  advice.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  was i t  about?  

MR MATLALA :    Because I  was a l ready st ruggl ing wi th my 

purchase order ,  so I  wanted h im to hear that  because I  am 

not  get t ing work,  because the cont ract  i s  d i f fe rent .   I  wi l l  

say what .   I t  is  a  very huge cont ract ,  but  le t  me not  go to 

the cont ract ,  but  le t  us concent rate  on Mr Senona.   So I  was 

sending h im because I  was of  a  v iew that  I  would not  get  

any more purchase orders.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  I  hear  tha t .   This was par t  o f  your  

concern.   I  am asking what  you expected h im to do  wi th th is  

in format ion.  

MR MATLALA :    This i s  someone that  I  share my problems 

wi th,  so I  want  h im to know where I  s tand .   So i t  is  not  l ike 

somet imes when I  te l l  you something,  i t  is  l ike asking a 

rhetor ica l  quest ion .   You just  want  to  share your problems 

wi th someone e lse .   So he was someone who was there  for  

me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  was General  Senona 's  

response to you about  th is?  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  remember  the response.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you d iscussed th is  problem and the  
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a l legat ions because  th is  now is  ta lk ing about . . .   So 

previously i t  was about  purchase orders .   Now what  General  

Nkhuoa is  saying  in  th is  v ideo is  a compla int  about  non -

performance.   And you spoke to h im about  the compla int  

about  non-performance.   Right?  

MR MATLALA :    Not . . .   Ja,  I  d id ,  yes ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id he say anyth ing to you about 

that  or  d id he jus t  receive th is  and say noth ing in  response 

to you?  

MR MATLALA :    My. . .   Advocate  Hassim,  my ent i re ,  not  

p lan,  I  was look ing fo r  someone who wi l l  make General  

Nkhuoa understand what  was the  delay f rom our s ide to  

SAPS.   So I  was in  the process of  meet ing someone who 

can make me understand what  was the delay about .   So the 

person who was supposed to be par t  o f  that  meet ing was 

General  Senona.   So I  was shar ing wi th h im my in format ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So General  Senona was going to be one 

of  the people who could expla in to  her .  

MR MATLALA :    No,  not  her .   General  Senona was 

supposed. . .   A t  the end of  the day,  he d id take me to meet  

General  Mkhwanazi .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you see,  th is  is  in  February.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.   There was a l ready non-performance  

by then.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There was a l ready non-performance.  
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MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   And you are saying  that  in  

February you were a l ready p lanning to meet  wi th General  

Mkhwanazi?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am not  saying General  Mkhwanazi .   I  

am saying someone .   And i t  happened to be General  

Mkhwanazi  on a la ter  s tage.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am t ry ing to make the connect ion here 

between,  because you said that  there  was someone who 

was going to assist  wi th  get t ing General  Nkhuoa to  

understand the issue of  per fo rmance,  r ight ?  And that  

person is  General  Mkhwanazi  who you meet  la te r ,  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    Later ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   But  in  February 2025,  when you 

send th is  to  General  Senona,  I  am asking you,  what  was 

General  Senona 's  response to you?  

MR MATLALA :    I  sa id I  do not  remember the response,  but  

what  I  was sending to Senona,  to  General  Senona ,  I  was 

vent ing out  to  h im .   So I  do not  th ink there was much that  

he can do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   But  . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  you said that  General  Senona 

was going to be  par t  o f  the meet ing wi th someone who 

would then exp la in to  General  Nkhuoa to make her  

understand why there was non -per formance.   Now,  th is  i s  in  



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 80  o f  187  

 

 

February .   Was General ,  we know later  on that  he is  par t  o f  

your  meet ing wi th General  Mkhwanazi ,  but  at  th is  point  in  

February,  was he fac i l i ta t ing or  involved in  your  at tempts to  

get  that  someone that  you would meet  wi th so that  that  

person can get  a good understanding and expla in to  

General  Nkhuoa? 

MR MATLALA :    No,  he was not .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He was not  invo lved in  that?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  no,  he was not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So th is  was February 2025 .   The next  

conversat ion you had wi th General  Senona then was in  

re lat ion to the meet ing that  took p lace in  Apr i l .   Is  that  

r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  was your conversat ion wi th  

General  Senona in  re lat ion to the 15 Apr i l  meet ing?  

MR MATLALA :    I  asked h im to ask General  Mkhwanazi  i f  

he would be comfor table i f  I  come wi th h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I f  he is  comfor table to  accompany you ?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   When d id you have the 

conversat ion wi th General  Senona about  the upcoming 

meet ing?  

MR MATLALA :    The date I  do not  remember,  but  i t  was in  

Apr i l .   The date I  do not  remember.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  maybe I  wi l l  he lp you to get  the  

dates in  a moment .   I  am t ry ing to take you th rough th is  

somewhat  chrono logica l ly  so i t  he lps  you to p lace th ings in  

context .   So I  am not  going to go now to the 15 Apr i l  

meet ing,  but  we wi l l  come back to i t ,  okay ?   

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  f ine.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   So your re lat ionship wi th 

General  Senona,  to  get  back to th is  now,  on the  10 t h  o f  

March,  i f  I  can take you to your WhatsApp chats again,  and 

speci f ica l l y  page 9D.   And I  am concerned that  i f  you d id  

not  have 9A,  you do not  have 9D.  

MR MATLALA :    I  just  got  9D now.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you have i t?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so i f  you look at  the th i rd chat  on  

that  page,  you wi l l  see that  General  Senona,  th is  is  10 t h  o f  

March 2025.   General  Senona sends you a document  at  

9 .03 p.m. ,  okay?  There is  an a t tachment .   I t  is ca l led 

Annexure SEN2.   Now,  unfor tunate ly,  you have to go to  

another  f i le  to  f ind Annexure SEN2,  and that  is  f i le  2.1,  and 

that  wi l l  be at  page 22 .   22.   Okay,  you got  i t ?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight  and o you recogn ise th is  

document?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    You remember receiv ing i t  a t  t he t ime?  

MR MATLALA :    The t ime,  I  cannot  recal l  the t ime,  but  

receiv ing i t ,  yes,  I  remember.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  mean at  that  point  in  t ime,  10 March .    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  runs to about  more than 200 pages,  

but  we are not  going to go th rough a l l  o f  the 200 pages .   

This bundle of  documents that  General  Senona sends you 

on the 10 t h  o f  March concerns a  person who is  the f i rs t  

compla inant  in  that  docket .    

MR MATLALA :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :     Do you see tha t?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And who is  the f i rs t  compla inant ?   I f  you 

can just  read that  out .  

MR MATLALA :    Esmael  Malude Ramos Nangy .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And do you know him?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And th is  document  conta ins a f f idavi ts  

and at tachments that  a re par t  o f  th is  docket .   Do you agree 

that?  Do you see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you wi l l  see on the f i rs t  page that  i t  

is  a  pol i ce-stamped document ,  r ight?  Do you see that  on 

page 22?  
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MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  see.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And on page 23,  wel l ,  22 and 23,  you 

wi l l  see that  i t  inc ludes sor t  o f  the respondents,  the  people  

against  whom the compla int  was brought .   Do you see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  inc ludes deta i ls  of  members of  

the SAPS.   Do you see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Inc luding an ident i ty  number of  a  

Colonel  Dawood.   Do you see that?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the second -to- last  name on page 23 

is  a reference to General  Mkhwanazi .   Is  that  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  r ight .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  so General  Senona sends you th is  

document .   I t  inc ludes th is  in fo rmat ion .   I t  is  an SAPS 

docket .   I t  has the names and ranks and ident i ty  numbers of  

pol i ce of f icers .   I t  inc ludes the deta i ls  of  General  

Mkhwanazi 's  of f ice .   In  fact ,  i f  you go through i t ,  you wi l l  

see i t  conta ins the ident i ty  document  of  Mr Nangy and h is 

marr iage cer t i f i ca te and a range of  personal  in format ion,  

inc luding photographs .   Now,  you would have seen th is  

because you have seen th is  document  before,  is  that  not  

so?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id ,  yes.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    You went  through i t  when he sent  i t  to  

you? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .   Not  when he sent  i t  to  me,  but  

s ince I  got  the bundle,  I  went  th rough i t ,  yes .   I t  was qui te  a 

lo t  o f  documents,  so  I  d id  not  have t ime,  but  now s ince I  am 

bored in  ja i l ,  I  went  through i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You had t ime to  go th rough?  

MR MATLALA :    I  had p lenty of  t ime,  yes .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you ask General  Senona  for  those 

documents?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  d id  not  ask for  those documents.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  d id he say to you,  e i ther  before 

or  af te r  he sent  i t  to  you?  What  d id he say to you about  

these documents?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  before,  they asked me to speak to the  

compla inant  about  wi thdrawing charges against  the pol ice.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  le t  us break that  down .   You say 

before he sent  you th is  document?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  before,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Before he sent  you th is  document ,  they 

asked you to speak to Mr Nangy? 

MR MATLALA :    Okay,  he to ld me yes,  but  he was ta lk ing to 

someone e lse and then he to ld me that  th is  is  what  the 

other  person wants to  happen .   Referr ing to General  

Mkhwanazi .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    He said to  you,  so when he sent  th is  to  

you,  he said to  you that  General  Mkhwanazi  asked h im to 

ask you?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  not  to  ask me.   He asked me,  no,  

General  Mkhwanazi ,  I  do not  even th ink he knew me by 

then.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so i t  was not  a request  tha t  came 

f rom General  Mkhwanazi .  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  am saying accord i ng to General  

Senona i t  was,  but  not  to  te l l  me to wi thdraw .   I  th ink he 

and General  Mkhwanazi  had a  d iscussion about  th is  

document  to  f ind someone to wi thdraw the charges.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  d id General  Senona te l l  you?  

MR MATLALA :    Tel l  me that  I  must  speak to th is  guy to 

wi thdraw charges.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why? 

MR MATLALA :    Why,  I  cannot  answer ,  I  do not  know.   I t  is 

them who can answer that  why,  but  what  I  know is  I  have 

been to ld that  I  must  ask them, ask h im to wi thdraw the 

charges.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so d id you then contact  Mr Nangy? 

MR MATLALA :    No,  at  th is  t ime I  d id not .   I  d id  at  a  la ter  

s tage,  yes,  but  no t  when I  received th is  document .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So when then d id you contact  Mr 

Nangy? 
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MR MATLALA :    The date,  I  do not  want  to  say something  

which I  am not  sure of ,  but  at  some point  I  d id .   I  cannot  

remember exact ly  the date.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was i t  in  March?  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  want  to  l ie ,  I  do not  remember,  I  

do not  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was i t  before  your meet ing of  the 15 t h  

o f  Apr i l?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  was before,  af te r  that  meet ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  was af te r  that  meet ing?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so what  d id you say to Mr Nangy? 

About  wi thdrawing the compla int .  

MR MATLALA :    I  expla ined to h im that  th is  is  the request .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and then?  

MR MATLALA :    And he said to  me he is  wi l l ing to  wi thdraw 

the charges,  but  i t  was not  only h im,  i t  was h im,  I  th ink,  wi th  

h is  brother - in - law and someone e lse,  I  do not  know .   And he 

said h is  b rother - in- law lost  h is  vo ice,  he cannot  speak 

anymore because of  that  tor tu re .   So h is brother - in- law is  

refusing to wi thdraw the charges,  even i f  he can,  but  s t i l l ,  

h is  brother - in - law and th is  other  person,  I  do not  know who 

he is ,  he was a lso  refusing to wi thdraw charges.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  ask  an ear l ie r  quest ion ?  In  

March,  when General  Senona sends you th is  document ,  i t  
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obviously d id not  come in a vacuum .  There must  have been 

a d iscussion.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  r ight .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So that  these documents make sense to 

you when they are sent  to  you.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  of  course.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A t  that  point ,  when he sends you th is  

document  and you have had an ear l ie r  d iscussion,  what 

does he know about  your  proximi ty  o r  re lat ionship wi th Mr  

Nangy,  that  you can do anyth ing about  th is?  

MR MATLALA :    We stay in  the same estate in  Midst ream.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So he knew tha t?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  he knows that ,  ja .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Because you had to ld h im ?   

MR MATLALA :    He knows I  s tay in  Midst ream, yes? 

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  am saying  he knows that  Mr  Nangy 

. . . [ in tervenes]  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  he knows.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    …stays in  the same estate as you.  

MR MATLALA :    Because they have ar rested h im in that  

estate,  yes .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So when you had the meet ing  on the  

15 t h  o f  Apr i l  wi th  General  Mkhwanazi ,  you a l ready had th is  

deta i led bundle,  r ight?  Did you d isc lose that  to  General  
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Mkhwanazi  in  the meet ing on the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  i t  was not  d isc los e the bundle ,  but  the 

issue around th is  th ing,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So I  need to then take you to your 

ev idence at  the Ad Hoc Commit tee.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you recal l  d iscussing th is ,  answer ing  

quest ions on th is  issue in  the Ad Hoc Commit tee?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  but  i t  is  f ine,  you can just  remind me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us star t  wi th  your statement  

before the Ad Hoc Commit tee.   In  your  statement ,  you d id 

not  d isc lose that  you received th is  bundle f rom General  

Senona.  

MR MATLALA :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why not?  

MR MATLALA :    I  am not  fami l iar  w i th  the Commiss ions and 

I  d id  not  know which one ,  what ,  I  just  d isc losed what  I  th ink  

I  could remember .   So I  th ink there  is  a lo t  o f  th ings which I  

d id  not  d isc lose,  which I  can now recal l  that  those were  

important  th ings.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So you d id not  d isc lose in  your  

statement  that  you had pr io r  to  the 15 t h  Apr i l  meet ing that  

you had th is  docket  f rom General  Senona and you d id not  

d isc lose that  you had any conversat ions wi th Gene ral  

Senona about  i t .   Is  that  not  so?  
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MR MATLALA :    I  d id  not .   You are  saying I  d id  not  d isc lose 

that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  d isc lose that  in  Par l iament ,  

that  you had d iscussions wi th General  Senona about  the 

Nangy issue pr ior  to  the 15 Apr i l  meet ing.  

MR MATLALA :    I  sa id  something,  but  okay .   I  do  not  

remember i f  I  d id  not  d isc lose i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  maybe we should go to your  

t ranscr ip t .  

MR MATLALA :    No,  Advocate Hassim,  I  am not  d isput ing i t .   

I  am not  saying I  d id  not .   I  am saying ,  yes,  I  do not ,  I  am 

saying I  d id  not ,  I  just  do not  remember.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So when you met  wi th General  

Mkhwanazi  on the 15 t h  Apr i l ,  d id  you say to h im that  you 

received i t?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  d id  not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And why not?  

MR MATLALA :    I  d id  not  th ink that  was important .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   You d id not  th ink  i t  was 

important ,  but  at  the meet ing i t  was d iscussed .   Is  that  not  

so?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  i t  was,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And how did i t  ar ise in  the meet ing?  

MR MATLALA :    How?  I  do not  know.   I  cannot  answer .   I  

am saying I  do not  know how i t  got  to  there,  but  at  some 
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po int  we were d iscussing i t ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  am going to come back to i t  

because I  do not  want  to  jump ahead .   When we ta lk  about  

th is  meet ing,  th is  meet ing was the  meet ing that  took p lace 

at  The Pear ls  in  uMhlanga.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Just  expla in fo r  us,  you say in  

your  statement  in  the Ad Hoc Commit tee that  former 

Min ister  Cele  ar ranged that  meet ing .   Is  that  not  so?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  t rue.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id he ar range that  meet ing to  

take p lace?  When d id he make the  arrangement?  

MR MATLALA :    When,  I  do not  know.   But  I  just  knew when 

he to ld  me that  I  can go and meet  wi th h im .   But  when,  I  do 

not  know.   Because he has been t ry ing before,  actual ly .   

For  that  day,  fo r  me to meet  h im,  i t  was not  h is  f i rs t  

a t tempt .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  not  h is  f i rs t  a t tempt  for  you to meet  

h im?   

MR MATLALA :    General  Mkhwanazi ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me just  understand cor rect ly .   I t  is 

not  the f i rs t  a t tempt  by fo rmer M in ister  Cele to  set  up a 

meet ing between you and General  Mkhwanazi?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  see.   So when was h is f i rs t  a t tempt?  
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MR MATLALA :    We arranged f i rs t  to  meet  in  my house in 

Zimbal i  and then . . .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when was that?  

MR MATLALA :    The dates,  I  do  not  remember,  Advocate  

Hassim.   But  I  remember he came there in  Zimbal i  in  

Durban.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Who was he?  

MR MATLALA :    Him,  the former Min ister .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mmm-mmm? 

MR MATLALA :    Then when we were there,  he to ld me that  

General  Mkhwanazi  sa id that  he  has a meet ing wi th the 

K ing and then he wi l l  not  make i t .   He is  going to see the  

K ing.   So he d id  not  come that  day .   But  I  remember we 

were supposed to  meet  in  Zimbal i .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So he then arranged for  i t  to  

happen in  Apr i l .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  d id he say to you would be the 

purpose of  th is  meet ing?  

MR MATLALA :    I  was compla in ing to General ,  to  the  former  

Min ister  Cele  about  the purchase orders .   And he actual ly  is  

the one who suggested that  General  Mkhwanazi  is  very 

c lose wi th Genera l  Nkhuoa.   He is  the one who can assist .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did  former Min ister  Cele  ever  

communicate wi th General  Senona about  th is  meet ing in  
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your  presence?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  no.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did he ever  communicate,  that  is  fo rmer  

Min ister  Cele ,  d id he ever  communicate wi th General  

Mkhwanazi  about  the meet ing in  your  presence?  

MR MATLALA :    General ,  former Min ister  Cele?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  he d id not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And so in  the bui ld -up to th is  

meet ing,  and you say the meet ing  is  th is  concern you had 

wi th General  Nkhuoa,  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    Not  wi th  her .   She was not  p resent .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no.   I  am saying the reason for  the 

meet ing was because of  the non -performance issues that  

had been ra ised by General  Nkhuoa ,  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  but  I  am say ing I  was not  supposed to  

have a meet ing wi th General  Nkhuoa.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  understand that .  

MR MATLALA :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  the reason fo r  the meet ing is  in  

order  to  in f luence General  Nkhuoa.   Is  that  not  so?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  not  to  in f luence.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    To seek assistance f rom General  

Mkhwanazi  to  in f luence General  Nkhuoa.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  no,  no .   That  is  not  in f luence .    
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    To speak to General  Nkhuoa on your  

behal f .  

MR MATLALA :    Okay,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So i f  you go to f i le  2 ,  page 13,  

th is  i s  14 Apr i l  2025 .   At  the top of  the page,  i t  says :  

“Oh Nduna,  p lease do not  forget  to  ask our  

brother  about  that  lady who is  s t i r r ing  

problems. ”  

Who is  the lady that  you are refer r ing to there?  

MR MATLALA :    The lady is  General  Nkhuoa,  and the 

brother  i s  Genera l  Mkhwanazi .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And General  Senona sends you 

a thumbs up .   Right?  So you understood that  he was going 

to speak to General  Mkhwanazi?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id he  say to you that  he d id  speak 

to General  Mkhwanazi?  This i s  the day before the meet ing .   

Did he speak to Genera l  Mkhwanazi?  Did they come back 

to you to say that  he d id speak to General  Mkhwanazi  about  

that  lady?  

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink he d id,  yes .   But  yes,  okay .   We wi l l  

take i t  one step fur ther ,  yes ,  okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thanks .   Then on 15 Apr i l ,  now 

the day of  The Pear ls  meet ing,  on page 14,  you say to  

General  Senona,  th is  number wi l l  ca l l  you to make meet ing 
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ar rangements,  and then you send a  number.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Whose number was that?  

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink my bat te ry was dying .   I t  is  my 

wi fe 's  number .   I  was wi th my wi fe.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why was your wi fe mak ing the 

ar rangements wi th General  Senona?  Or d id you then cal l  

us ing that  phone?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Who decided on the meet ing 

p lace?  

MR MATLALA :    I  wi l l  say,  I  do not  know,  because af ter  I  

asked mister ,  General  Senona to accompany me,  he is  the 

one who to ld me where we are going to meet .   So I  would 

assume i t  is  h im .   No,  I  am saying ,  I  would assume maybe 

he got  the meet ing p lace f rom General  Mkhwanazi .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So when d id you meet  General  

Senona? 

MR MATLALA :    When? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    When on that  day?  You met  h im f i rs t?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  yes,  he came to fe tch me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Where d id he come to fe tch you?  

MR MATLALA :    From the,  what  is  that  hote l ?  The Oyster  

Box.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he then drove you to the meet ing 
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wi th  General  Mkhwanazi?  

MR MATLALA :    Ja,  but  i t  is  just  wa lk ing d istance,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  walk ing d is tance?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  he drove you?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And that  is  when you met  

General  Mkhwanazi  a t  the ent rance,  is  that  r ight?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So your arrangements wi th  

General  Senona,  was the arrangements that  you were  

making at  that  t ime wi th your wi fe 's  number,  the 

ar rangements for  where he should  co l lect  you,  is  that  what  

was…?  

MR MATLALA :    Of  course,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   Okay,  so he col lects you and 

you go to The Pear ls .   I  take i t ,  i t  is  an apartment  that  you 

entered?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  i t  is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And how many people were in  the 

apartment?  

MR MATLALA :    There was no one .   Ins ide h is apartment ,  

not  the apartment  bui ld ing,  h is  apar tment .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  how many people were there?  

MR MATLALA :    Okay,  that  apartment ,  I  do not  know 
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whether  i t  be longs to h im or  no t .   I t  was me,  General  

Senona and General  Mkhwanazi  only.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So there were  only th ree people in  the  

apartment?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Did you s i t  around a table?  

MR MATLALA :    On a couch,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You sat  at  a  couch,  not  a round a  table?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  there is  a couch,  there is  a tab le .   I  

sat  on my couch and General  Mkhwanazi  was s i t t ing on 

another  couch but  he was s i t t ing  l ike on top,  put t ing h is 

feet ,  h is  legs on top of  the couch ,  l ike he was lean ing on 

top of  that  th ing  to balance the couch wi th .   Do you see 

that?  That  armrest  of  the couch.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  where you had your d iscussions,  

s i t t ing?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  and then General  Senona was s i t t ing 

on the s ide.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    S i t t ing on the  s ide where?  S i t t ing on 

the couch next  to  you?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  not  next  to  me.   That  apartment  is  not  

huge but  i t  is  not  next  to  me .   There was another  tab le,  a  

smal l  tab le and chai rs but  i t  is  not  l ike,  I  wi l l  say  maybe 

three metres away.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he was s i t t ing three metres away,  
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is  that  what  you are saying?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And was he present  fo r  the d iscussion  

that  you had wi th General  Mkhwanazi?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  he was.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And was he,  wel l ,  le t  me pause for  a  

moment  there .   The conversat ion you had wi th h im,  General  

Mkhwanazi ,  d id  you star t  o f f  then ta lk ing about  the  

Medicare 24 purchase orders problem?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you say to h im you wanted 

access or  you wanted h im to speak to General  Nkhuoa on 

your behal f?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you say to General  Mkhwanazi  

anyth ing e lse in  re lat ion to the  cont ract  other  than the 

purchase orders?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  i t  is  only that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you not  speak about  any 

invest igat ions against  you?  

MR MATLALA :    Ja,  but  now we are on the cont ract .   Okay,  

we are done wi th  the cont ract .   We are on something,  next  

top ic now? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  am just  t ry ing to understand what  

you d iscussed.  
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MR MATLALA :    Invest igat ion is  something d i f ferent ,  yes .   

We d id,  but  I  thought  maybe we were st i l l  on the cont ract  

issue.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you to ld h im about  the problem wi th 

the purchase orders .   We have got  that .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said you wanted h im to assist  you 

wi th General  Nkhuoa.   We have got  that .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You had o ther  d iscussions in  that  

meet ing that  was not  just  about  the purchase orders .   

Cor rect?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And one of  the aspects  of  the 

d iscussions was about  invest igat ions against  you.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.   Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Which invest iga t ion?  

MR MATLALA :    I t  was not  an invest igat ion by then .   He 

said there is  a warrant .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  what  mat ter?  

MR MATLALA :    So,  the mat ter  is  the one that  I  am 

at tending in  the Johannesburg High Court .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The at tempted murder mat ter?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 99  o f  187  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  was the content  of  that  

conversat ion?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  the content  I  cannot  d isc lose i t  

because i t  is  something that  is  in  Court  now.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And other  than your at tempted 

murder ,  the issue around the at tempted murder ,  what  e lse 

d id you d iscuss?  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  we d iscussed other  th ings but  those 

th ings a l l  o f  them they are in  Court  now.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you ment ion your re lat ionship wi th  

General  S ib iya? 

MR MATLALA :    Not ,  we spoke about  h im,  yes ,  but  l ike I  am 

saying to you th is  is  par t  o f  th ings that  wi l l  be ,  because my 

d iscussion wi th General  Mkhwanazi  led to my arrest ,  so i t  i s  

par t  o f  how I  am going to present  our  case in  Court ,  so I  

would l ike not  to  comment  on that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  to  understand what  i t  is  you  are 

speaking to ,  the  d iscussion about  or  that  touched on 

General  S ib iya ,  was i t  about  the cont ract  or  the at tempted 

murder case?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  nei ther  the two.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was i t  about  you arranging Impalas for  

General  S ib iya? 

MR MATLALA :    No,  no,  no.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  d iscuss that?  

MR MATLALA :    We d id not .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you d iscuss any form of  payment  to  

General  S ib iya? 

MR MATLALA :    To h im?  From me? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    No.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you d iscuss a townhouse or  any 

other  property associated wi th General  S ib iya? 

MR MATLALA :    I  wi l l  say,  Advocate Hassim,  yes,  there is  

issues that  we d iscussed about  General  S ib iya but  I  do not  

want  to  d iscuss that  because i t  i s  par t  o f  my presentat ion  of  

my case in  Court ,  so  I  just  p lease not  want  to  d isc lose i t  

premature ly ,  p lease.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  understand,  but  these quest ions are ,  I  

mean i t  i s  just  a  yes or  no answer ,  d id you d iscuss 

payments to  General  S ib iya?  You are saying no ,  you d id 

not ,  that  is  your  answer.  

MR MATLALA :    From me,  you said f rom me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    From you to General  S ib iya.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  and I  sa id no yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when I  asked about  whether  you 

had a d iscussion  about  you ar ranging Impalas for  General  

S ib iya ,  you said no you d id not  have that  d iscussion is  that  

r ight?   
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MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a moment .   You sought  to  

d is t inguish between payments by you,  and I  wondered,  d id 

you d iscuss payments by other  people to  General  S ib iya? 

MR MATLALA :    We d iscussed payments to  Genera l  S ib iya ,  

yes,  but  I  do not  want  to ,  not  f rom me .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  do not  expect  you to go in to what  

payments.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  we d id .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The d iscussions involved payments 

by other  people to  General  S ib iya.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  we d id.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and you say that  you have said  

what  you have  had to say about  the Impalas,  about  

payments by you .   I  was asking whether  you ment ioned any 

townhouse or  property associated wi th General  S ib iya .  

MR MATLALA :    Are you asking me a quest ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    Could you p lease repeat  that?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you ment ion that  to  General  

Mkhwanazi?  

MR MATLALA :    Ment ion what?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Any in format ion about  a townhouse or  
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any other  p roperty re lated to General  S ib iya.  

MR MATLALA :    That  is  a vague quest ion,  but  par t l y  yes .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    You spoke about…  

MR MATLALA :    Let  us say proper ty,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You spoke about  General  S ib iya 's  

property .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you speak about  payment  f rom any 

person?  

MR MATLALA :    I  sa id yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    For  that  property?  

MR MATLALA :    No,  no,  no,  not  fo r  that  p roperty.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry,  I  th ink we are confus ing now 

the townhouse in  Sandton and another  property,  so can we 

maybe…  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  the quest ion is…  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  there one property or  two?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The quest ion  is  whether  you d iscuss 

property,  you say ye s.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Was the property that  was 

d iscussed a townhouse in  San dton? 

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  do not  want  to  comment  on that  

because th is  is  what  I  sa id I  want  to ,  I  do not  want  to  

comment  on that  premature ly,  but  I  just  sa id i t  is  a  property,  
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yes.   I  d id  not  want  to  seem as i f  I  do not  want  to  answer  

quest ions,  but  I  do not  want  to  go deep in to those quest ions 

because I  might  as wel l  just  d isc lose my ent i re  st rategy 

then in  cour t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  I  am not  sure that  d isc los ing  what  

type of  property  i t  is  incr iminates you .   You said you 

d iscussed a property .   I  am asking i f  i t  was the San dton 

townhouse proper ty.   I  do not  need to know fur ther .   I  am 

just  asking yes or  no .   Was i t  the Sandton townhouse 

property?  

MR MATLALA :    That  i s  a d i f f icu l t  quest ion to  answer  

because a l ready I  am opening a door which I  do not  want  

to .   That  i s… I  cannot .   But  when you say property,  I  wi l l  

agree you said yes,  but  I  do not  want  to  go deep in to  that .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us take the adjournment  at  th is  stage.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Oh,  i t  is  one o 'c lock .   Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And le t  us resume at  2 p.m.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Mr Mat la la ,  we were  

in  the midst  of  the d iscussion about  the Pear ls  meet ing 

when we broke fo r  lunch.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    There is  another  aspect  of  that  meet ing 

I  would l i ke  to  ask you about ,  and  I  th ink to  do so,  I  should 

f i rs t  take you to the t ranscr ip t  in  the Ad Hoc Commit tee in  

Par l iament  of  General  Mkhwanazi ,  and that  wi l l  be  Fi le  1A 

of  the Ad Hoc Bundle at  page 228.   Do you have i t ,  Mr 

Mat la la?  Page 228.    

MR MATLALA :    [No response] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mr Mat la la ,  a re you wi th us? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you have page 228? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  am on page 228.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so  le t  me or ientate you in  re lat ion 

to th is  page.   I t  is  midway through the evidence by General  

Mkhwanazi  in  the  Ad Hoc,  and i f  you look at  page 215,  you 

wi l l  see that  is  where i t  begins  and i t  is  dated 18 March 

2026,  and i t  begins on that  page,  the evidence of  General  

Mkhwanazi .    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   So the par t  I  want  to  ask you 

about  is  on page 228,  and on th is  page you wi l l  see that  

General  Mkhwanazi  ta lks about  the meet ing at  the P ear ls ,  

and you wi l l  see that  on the four th  paragraph,  for  example,  

where he says :  

“Then he said okay,  we are going to meet  

at  Umhlanga.   The  meet ing is  going to be  
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around Umhlanga.   They met  at  the  

hote l…”   

E t  cetera,  Oyster  Box,  and then he expla ins the meet ing,  

the arr iva l  o f  you and General  Senona at  the Pear ls ,  okay?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   Two paragraphs down f rom 

that ,  and that  would be three paragraphs f rom the bot tom i f  

you are looking at  the page,  and i t  is  the paragraph that  

begins,  that  i s  when he gave me th is  in fo rmat ion,  do you 

see i t?    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  what  General  Mkhwanazi  says here,  

what  he says here is  in  the context  of  the meet ing ,  of  the 

Pear ls  meet ing .   He say:  

“That  i s  when he gave me th is  

in format ion.   The in format ion is  about  

Steve Motsumi .   Steve Motsumi ,  i t  is  a 

name that  the  68 mi l l ion people,  

excluding the independent  podcasters,  

are the ones who have the guts to  ta lk  

about .   The rest  o f  the media houses …”   

I t  says mi rror  houses,  but  I  th ink  i t  meant  to  read media 

houses:  

“… i n  South Af r ica,  do not  want  to  

research that  person.   I t  is  a  name that  
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has come out  so many t imes,  Steve 

Motsumi .   He to ld me about  Steve 

Motsumi .   He gave me the address of  the 

house of  Steve Motsumi .   He to ld me 

about  the act iv i t ies of  S ib iya,  how Sib iya 

is  co l lect ing money.   He to ld me about  

the property of  S ib iya that  I  d id  not  know.   

He gave me the  address.   He to ld me 

about  the imbalances…”    

I  th ink thereto,  what  was meant  to  be the imbalances is  

meant  to  be impalas :  

“…he bought  fo r  S ib iya.   This  is  a l l  

coming f rom Cat  vo luntar i ly.   I  do not  

have a c lue about  a l l  these th ings.   The 

proper t ies in  the townhouse …”   

I  th ink he meant  the propert ies and the townhouse,  and then 

i t  says sent ine l ,  but  I  th ink that  is  meant  to  read Sandton.   

Did you fo l low tha t?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  d iscussion d id you have wi th 

General  Mkhwanazi  about  Mr Motsumi?   

MR MATLALA :    L ike I  sa id before,  Advocate,  that  th is  is  

something that  we are going to contest  in  cour t .   So I  would 

rather  not  comment  on th is  th ing.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  can I  ask you th is?  Did you 
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speak to General  Mkhwanazi  about  Mr Steve Motsumi?  Just  

yes or  no?   

MR MATLALA :    I  was asked a quest ion,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink h is  answer was,  I  was asked a  

quest ion,  yes.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  me c lar i f y  that  answer.   When 

you say you were asked a quest ion,  who asked you the  

quest ion?   

MR MATLALA :    General  Mkhwanazi .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  d id General  Mkhwanazi  ask  you?   

MR MATLALA :    We are ta lk ing about  Mr Steve Motsumi .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  what  d id he  speci f ica l ly  ask you?  

Did he say to you,  do you know th is  person or  what?    

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  have a way to expla in i t  to  you 

because I  wi l l  end up d isc los ing par t  o f  our  defence 

st rategy.   So th is  is  a  very crucia l  par t  o f  which I  th ink i t  led  

to my arrest ,  l ike  I  expla ined before.   So I  do not  want  to  

comment  fur ther  on th is  par t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  want  to  understand your objec t ion to  

answer ing.   A re you saying that  i f  you do not ,  tha t  i f  you 

answer the quest ion,  you wi l l  incr iminate yoursel f?    

MR MATLALA :    No,  not  incr iminate mysel f .   I  am saying I  

wi l l…    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  r ight  are you re ly ing on not  to  
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answer?  And just  remember,  we have had the conversat ion 

about  …[intervenes] .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  ja .   I  s t i l l  have to present  my case in  

cour t ,  and then th is  i s  a very c ruc ia l  par t  o f  how I  want  to  

present  my case in  cour t .   So d isc los ing th is  par t ,  yes,  i t  

wi l l  not  incr iminate mysel f ,  but  i t  wi l l  be benef ic ia l  for  me 

because i t  wi l l  expla in how th ings unfo lded.   So th is  i s  the 

reason why I  am saying I  do not  want  t o  comment  on i t ,  not  

because i t  is  going to incr iminate me.   Yes,  i t  is  not  going to  

incr iminate me.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  wi l l  not  incr iminate you ?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  then I  th ink,  Mr Mat la la,  I  have to  

ask you to answer the quest ion.   And the quest ion to you 

was,  your  f i rs t  answer to  me was,  yes,  you spoke about  

Steve Motsumi .   The second quest ion,  the second answer  

was that  you spoke about  i t  because you were asked about  

h im,  and that  i t  was General  Mkhwanazi  that  asked you.   

And then my quest ion,  which you now do not  want  to  answer 

is ,  what  was General  Mkhwanazi 's  quest ion about  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chairperson …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    About  Steve Motsumi ,  r ight?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You have got  that .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   A re you done?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No.   I  see my only f r iend wants to  

in ter ject .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chai rperson,  at  th is  stage,  I  

th ink i t  is  that  moment  where I  need to address you on the 

issue of  the c l ien t  is  –  le t  me star t  there.   Mr Mat la la has 

made i t  c lear  to  you that  he does not  wish to d isc lose 

defence st rategy.   In  terms of  the provis ions of  sect ion 35,  

an accused person has the r ight  to  chal lenge evidence in  a 

court  o f  law.   And par t  o f  that  chal lenge of  ev idence in  a  

court  o f  law has got  to  do wi th l i t iga t ion pr iv i lege,  of  course,  

the manner in  wh ich you present  your  case,  the credib i l i t y  

of  wi tnesses,  et  cetera.    

 And I  th ink in  h is  own way,  that  is  what  the c l ient  is  

endeavour ing to say.   For  me to d isc lose to you here what ,  

why I  do not  want  to  answer those quest ions is  going to be 

me d isc los ing defence st rategy in  my case.   I t  re la tes to h is  

ar rest .   I t  re la tes to  the manner  in  which the ar rest  was 

affected,  the reasons fo r  the ar rest .   In  other  words,  was i t  

a  lawfu l  a rrest?  In  other  words,  i t  is  a  chal lenge to the 

lawfu lness of  the ar rest .    

 These issues,  i f  you can recal l ,  he has deal t  wi th  in  

the supplementary aff idavi t .   The events that  unfo lded af ter  

that ,  that  re lates to the sta tement  that  was made,  the  
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lawfu lness of  how that  s tatement  was obta ined,  the fa i lure  

to  afford h im an opportuni ty  to  have legal  representat ion,  

the fact  that  he was quest ioned wi thout  g iv ing h is r ights fo r  

I  th ink about  e ight  hours dur ing the whole process.   And I  

respect fu l l y  submit  that  th is  is  one of  those crysta l l i sed 

const i tu t ional  r ights that  an accused person has in  law.   

Thank you,  Chai rperson.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r,  th is  is  a very  broad and 

genera l ised assert ion of  a  fa i r  t r ia l  r ight .   I  hear  what  my 

learned f r iend is  saying.   Some of  these points were  ra ised 

in  the supplementary aff idavi t  by Mr Mat la la when they f i rs t  

sought  to  in terd ict  the quest ion ing.   I  wish to say the  

fo l lowing.    

 The f i rs t  is ,  th is  is  not  a cr iminal  cour t .   I t  is  an  

invest igat ive commission.   Mr Mat la la in  these proceedings 

is  not  an accused.   He is  a wi tness.   And an impl icated 

wi tness must  rece ive a fa i r  opportuni ty  to  know,  answer and 

test  mater ia l  and for  us to  be able to  test  ev idence wi th th e 

wi tness.    

 I t  does not  confer  a r ight  on the wi tness,  the r ights  

that  my learned f r iend seems to be t ry ing to advance should  

be protected here.   I t  does not  confer  a r ight  to  suppress 

d isputed mater ia l .   The object ions are about  search and 

seizure,  unlawfu lness of  the ar res t  and a l l  o f  that .   I  th ink  
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that  what  Just ice Jaf ta made c lear,  and I  just  want  to  go to  

the paragraph d i rect ly,  because there is  an  assumpt ion,  I  

th ink,  that  sect ion 35 as a fa i r  t r ia l  r ight  i s  avai lab le to  a  

wi tness in  the Commission  s imply for  the asking.    

 The minute you say,  wel l ,  i t  is  a  sect ion 35 r ight ,  

then i t  may be avai lab le in  the Commission and tha t  is  not  

the case.   So,  for  example,  the submissions my learned 

f r iend makes about  ev idence that  was obta ined 

unconst i tu t ional ly,  and I  th ink that  is  in  sect ion 35 (5)  of  the 

Const i tu t ion,  is  not  something –  i t  is  something that  he may 

assert  in  h is  t r ia l  in  due course.  

 I t  remains avai lab le to  h im to do so ,  but  i t  is  not  

something that  can be asserted  here as  the basis  for  not  

answer ing a quest ion.   And so i t  is  paragraphs 90 to  –  le t  

me say,  le t  us s tar t  a t  paragraph 90 of  the Just ice Jaf ta  

judgment  in  the Zuma  case ,  and what  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  the d i f f icu l ty,  though,  not  th is ?   There 

is  a quest ion of  der ivat ive mater ia l .   He test i f ies,  f ine,  th is  

is  not  a cr iminal  t r ia l ,  but  who knows,  SAPS,  prosecutors 

and everybody are e i ther  l is tening  or,  l ike everybody e lse,  

wi l l  have access to the t ranscr ip t .   Hence,  my reference to  

der ivat ive mater ia l  and based on what  they der ive f rom that ,  

that  may then be used against  Mr Mat la la.   Then hence the 

argument  about  unfa i rness of  the t r ia l ,  eventual ly.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  Chai r  …[ intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    F ine,  the t r ia l  wi l l  be down the l ine.   This  

is  not  the t r ia l .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  i t  is  for  the t r ia l  cour t  to  ensure 

the fa i rness of  the t r ia l .   And so i f  that  were to eventuate,  

and remember the scheme of  the  Commission 's Act ,  ru les 

and regulat ions is  you have got  to  answer quest ions barr ing 

your pr iv i lege that  ex ists under sect ion 3 (4)  of  the  

Commission 's Act .   Any quest ion that  you answer that  is  

se l f - incr iminat ing may not  be used against  you.   But  yes,  we 

know …[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Why does that  same reasoning not  apply 

to  that  p r iv i lege,  then?  That  is ,  yes,  the 1947 Act ,  there 

was no quest ion of  the Const i tu t ion because i t  was s imply 

not  there ,  but  the  wi tnesses affo rded the r ight  to  asser t  the  

pr iv i lege.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  Chai r.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So now that  we have the Const i tu t ion,  

why can a wi tness  not  s imi la r ly  say,  but  I  have th is  r ight  and 

that  bears re levance to the t r ia l?   And why you assert  the 

pr iv i lege is  exact ly  because i t  bears re levance to the t r ia l .   

So my point  i s  analogously,  why is  i t  that  you cannot  ra ise 

your fa i r  t r ia l  r igh ts here before the  Commission?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  le t  me say th is ,  Chai r  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The answer,  sor ry,  sorry,  so I  am very 
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sorry to  in ter rup t  you.   The answer cannot  be  that  is  

because i t  is  not  in  the Commission 's Act .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  had not  completed my 

submissions on that .   The Commission 's Act  i s  a star t ing 

point .   The Commission 's Act  has,  of  course,  been 

in terpreted  and that  is  why the Just ice Jaf ta judgment  is  so 

important  because i t  is  test ing the provis ions and i t  is  in  the 

context  of  an inqui ry.   And we know that  th is  is  a  

crysta l l i sat ion of  the theme of  the pr iv i lege against  se l f -

incr iminat ion  that  s ta r ted wi th Ferre i ra v Levine ,  bu t  le t  us  

not  go there.    

 Those were other  contexts under  the Companies  

Act .   But  what  we know that  the case law has made c lear  is  

that  you have a pr iv i lege.   I f  you answer,  i t  cannot  be  used 

against  you.   And of  course,  there is  th is  der ivat ive 

evidence issue,  which is  i f  invest igators independent ly  f ind  

out  in format ion,  then they could br ing i t  to  a t r ia l .   My 

argument  i s  that  par t  o f  the der ivat ive evidence would be 

something fo r  the  t r ia l  cour t  to  cont ro l .  

 I t  cannot  be  something that  prohib i ts  th is  

Commission f rom i ts  fact - f ind ing m ission and f rom the t ruth -

seeking mission that  is  incumbent  upon i t .   And so the  

sect ion 90 of  the  Just ice Jaf ta  judgment ,  i t  is  qui te  p la in  
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…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Paragraph?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Paragraph 90.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Nine-zero?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Nine-zero.   Where he says :  

“Let  me just  say f rom the beginning,  

a l though c lumsi ly  put ,  i t  is  apparent  that  

the respondent  and h is lega l  team 

bel ieve that  he has a r ight  to  remain  

s i lent  dur ing proceedings before the  

Commission.   However,  the  r ight  to  

remain s i lent  tha t  I  am aware of  is  the 

one guaranteed by sect ion 35(1)  and (3)  

of  the Const i tu t ion and under the 

common law,  but  that  r ight  i s  ev ident ly  

avai lab le to  arrested and accused 

persons only when he appears before the  

Commission.   The respondent 's  s tatus is  

that  of  a  wi tness.   He is  not  an ar rested 

person,  nor  is  he an accused person.   

Moreover,  a  wi tness in  the cr iminal  t r ia l  

has no r ight  to  remain s i lent . ”  

And then he expla ins why there are cogent  considerat ions 

that  mi l i ta te against  permi t t ing w i tnesses to invoke the r ight  

to  remain  s i lent .   And real ly,  Chai r,  that  i s  the point  I  made.   
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I  am not  going to  go in to and read i t .   i t  is  there.   I t  is  the 

Magidwana  judgment ,  but  i t  is  the point  that  I  am t ry ing to  

make,  which is ,  what  is  the funct ion and purpose of  th is 

Commission?   

 And the t ruth -seeking funct ion is  why we are here ,  

and the effect  o f  what  Mr Mat la la 's  legal  representat ives are 

submit t ing is  that  i t  wi l l  c lose th is  Commission  off ,  and for  

other  wi tnesses too who are st i l l  to  come f rom large par ts of  

ev idence that  you would not  have access to.  

 So,  we have to d is t inguish between the Commission  

and the proceedings in  the Commission and the la ter  t r ia ls  

and the dut ies on the t r ia l  judge to ensure the fa i rness of  

that  t r ia l .   I  do not  know whether  –  wel l ,  le t  me address i t ,  

because my learned f r iend referred  to the evidence that  was 

obta ined.    

 I f  I  d id  not  hear that  correct ly,  then I  wi l l  not  go in to 

th is ,  but  I  thought  that  was par t  o f  the reason for  asser t ing 

the r ight ,  is  the  quest ion o f  unconst i tu t ional ly  obta ined 

evidence,  inc luding through the search and seizure and the  

seizure of  the cel l  phones,  and then statements and 

record ings that  were taken.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink,  ja ,  Ms van den Heever went  far  

wider  than what  we were deal ing wi th,  but  I  guess she d id  

so because i t  is  a  point  that  she has been touching on 

repeatedly,  but  I  guess i t  is  usefu l  that  we deal  wi th  a l l  o f  
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those issues at  once.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  r ight ,  Chai r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink tha t  i t  is  an issue that  has 

cropped up before.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  understand that  my learned 

f r iend 's in ter ject ion  now was to say,  le t  us deal  w i th  th is  

once and for  a l l .   So le t  me address the fu l l  scope of  her  

submissions then.   And so on the  aspect  of  the evidence 

and the mater ia l  that  you are ent i t led to have reference to,  

what  we know f rom the law is  that  the Commission is  

permi t ted to receive and to consider  a wide scope of  

mater ia l .    

 And we know th is ,  o f  course,  f rom the Sparks  case,  

which was a pre -Const i tu t ion case,  a 1980 judgment ,  and 

that  was the one which said that  a Commiss ion,  an 

invest igat ing commission can have regard to any mater ia l  in  

any way i t  f inds i t ,  newspaper reports and even hearsay 

evidence.   That  was the Sparks  judgment .    

 I t  was a pre -Const i tu t ion judgment ,  but  i t  has been 

upheld in  numerous cases s ince then.   And of  course,  one 

of  the cases in  which i t  was upheld was the Bongoza  case,  

which you know very wel l ,  Chai r,  because you appeared in  

that  case.   And as l i fe  would have i t ,  you appeared before 
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Just ice Jaf ta.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And i f  I  were to b low my own horn,  I  was 

on the winning s ide.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  Just ice Jaf ta held in  that  case 

is  that  the Commissioners are not  requi red to fo l low and 

apply ru les of  ev idence as they are appl ied in  cour ts.   The 

standard is  much more f lex ib le,  and what  is  fa i r  to  a wi tness 

in  a commission is  not  the same as what  may be fa i r  in  a 

court  hear ing.    

 And then my f ina l  po int  on that ,  and why I  th ink we 

then get  to  6.1,  Rule 6.1,  because that  ref lects,  whi le  I  have 

heard the Chai r 's  point  about  the 47 Act ,  the regulat ions 

and the ru les  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  was just  test ing your argument ,  that  

is  a l l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  hope I  have addressed  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No inc l inat ion one way or  the other,  just  

test ing your argument .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink,  Chai r,  thanks,  Chai r,  I  have 

not iced that  the  law that  I  have refer red to now is  

encapsulated in  Rule 6.1,  because i t  makes i t  c lear  that  the 

Commission may receive any re levant  ev idence,  inc luding  

evidence that  might  otherwise be inadmissib le in  a court  o f  

law.    
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 So to the point  about  the unconst i tu t ional ly  

obta ined evidence,  i t  is ,  you are  ent i t led to have regard to 

that .   The t r ia l  cour t  wi l l  have to determine whether,  indeed,  

that  ev idence was unconst i tu t ional ly  obta ined.   But ,  in  fact ,  

i f  we read 35 (5 )  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  then has a d iscret ion r ight  at  the end of  

the years,  whether  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  wi l l  render the t r ia l  unfa i r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  is  not  an automat ic  exclus ion.   And 

so i f  i t  is  not  an automat ic  exclus ion in  that  cour t ,  i t  should 

not  be an automat ic  exclus ion before th is  Commission.   So 

those are my –  that  is  my response to my l earned f r iend .    

CHAIRPERSON :    A lso,  I  th ink in  the Evidence Leader 's  

wr i t ten submissions,  you make a point  which I  found qui te  

at t ract ive,  which  was the Commission does not  have to 

re ject  the evidence,  but  rather  must  assess i ts  cogen cy,  I  

am paraphrasing,  based on every th ing,  which  may even 

inc lude the very  fact  o f  the unlawfu lness of  how i t  was 

obta ined,  but  we ighing everyth ing ,  tak ing everyth ing in to  

considerat ion,  bu t  not  just  re ject ing on the basis that  the 

evidence was obta ined.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Indeed so,  Chai r.   I t  wi l l  be probed.   I t  

wi l l  be tested.   I t  wi l l  be weighed ,  and i t  wi l l  be weighed in  

the context  of  vo lumes of  mater ia l  that  are re levant  to  that  
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quest ion,  but  a lso what  is  re levant  to  i t  is  what  the  wi tness 

has to say about  the par t i cu lar  top ic or  the par t icu la r  p iece 

of  ev idence we are deal ing wi th.   That  i s  something that  the 

Commission too should be able to  weigh up.   Thank you,  

Chai r.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Hassim.   What  is  your  

response,  Ms van den Heever ?  And p lease,  p lease address 

us  speci f ica l ly  on paragraphs 90 and 91 of  Jaf ta J 's  

judgment ,  which  was a unanimous judgment  of  the 

Const i tu t ional  Court .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Thank you.   Let  me star t  o ff  by 

stat ing the  fo l lowing.   At  the t ime th is  judgment  w as 

del ivered,  Zuma was not  appear ing at  that  point  be fore the 

Zonda Commission,  as i t  then was,  as an accused person.   

So he d id not  have the r ight  of  a  suspect  or  an accused 

person to asser t .    

 I f  you go to,  I  th ink,  paragraph 111 of  the judgment ,  

Just ice Jaf ta makes i t  c lear  that  the decis ion that  needs to 

be decided before  h im  –  i f  you bear  wi th me,  he says :  

“The real  d isputes about  the respondent ' s  

at tendance at  the  commission  hear ing for  

purpose of  tes t i fy ing and answer ing  

quest ions lawfu l l y  put  to  h im. ”  

So h is whole issue was that  he bel ieved at  that  point  that  as 

a wi tness appear ing before the Commission,  he could asser t  
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pure ly as a wi tness the r ights that  is  afforded under the 

Const i tu t ion to an  accused person or  to  a suspect .   And the  

issue of  the suspect ,  o f  course,  we know,  I  th ink i t  was the 

judgment  in  the Gauteng Div is ion  where Judge Kath leen 

Satchwel l  made,  del i vered judgment  to  say that  those r ights  

that  is  afforded to  an accused is  a lso affo rded to a suspect .   

So that  i s  against  that  backgro und that  we need to deal  wi th  

the Jaf ta case.  

 I  have yesterday touched on the s i tuat ion where I  

sa id to  you,  I  do not  bel ieve that  the moment  that  your  

r ights that  is  af forded to you under sect ion 35 as an 

accused person suddenly cease jus t  because you are  ca l led  

to become a wi tness before the Commission.   Because i f  

that  were to be so,  those r ights would be meaningless and 

would become a nul l i ty  down the l ine.    

 In  the SCA mat ter  of  State v Magwaza  Ponnan JA 

wi th the major i ty  sa id that  i t  is  c lear  that  t he r ights in  

quest ion exist  f rom the incept ion  of  the cr iminal  process,  

that  i s  f rom arrest  unt i l  i ts  accumulat ion up to dur ing the  

t r ia l  i tse l f ,  e t  ce tera .   I  take i t  one step fu r ther  and I  

respect fu l l y  submit  to  you there is  absolute ly  no ind icat ion,  

I  could not  f ind a s ingle case that  says tha t  i f  the 

opportuni ty  ar ises where you should and can assert  those 

r ights,  that  you are not  afforded the opportuni ty  to  asser t  i t  

just  because you are not  in  the cr iminal  process i t se l f .    



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 121  o f  187  

 

 

 We can,  and I  th ink the wh ole issue,  the point  that  

we are t ry ing to make here is  that  we have got  cer ta in fa i r  

t r ia l  r ights  and par t  o f  your  fa i r  t r ia l  r ights,  as I  sa id,  i t  has 

been crysta l l i sed over  a  per iod of  t ime and I  addressed you 

qui te  a b i t  on i t  a l ready yesterday,  is  that  par t  o f  your  fa i r  

t r ia l  is  your  l i t igat ion pr iv i lege that  you hold.  

 I t  means that  you cannot  be compel led to ahead of  

t ime make d isc losures about  how you are going to  defend 

yoursel f ,  what  you are going to,  the manner in  wh ich,  for  

instance,  you are goi ng to deal  wi th  cer ta in  evidence,  et  

cetera .   That  is  but  one aspect  of  i t .    

 My learned f r iend has addressed you on the issues,  

for  instance,  of  the record ings tha t  were made.   And what  

we hold dear about  that  par t i cu la r  aspect  is  you want  to  put  

a reverse onus on us,  and by you,  again,  wi th  respect ,  I  

mean the royal  you,  by saying there is  now a reverse onus 

on you.   You now have to asser t  cer ta in r ights be fore the 

Commission,  an  onus that  you would never bear in  a  

process where you are actual ly  an accused,  to  now come up 

wi th a reason why you should not  answer,  for  instance,  why 

cer ta in record ings cannot  be used against  you.    

 In  a t r ia l ,  and I  say for  purposes of  th is  

Commission,  the  same point  wi l l  s tand ,  you have got  the 

r ight  to  say that  before you can re ly  on a record ing,  o r  

before you can force me to answer quest ions about  the 



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 122  o f  187  

 

 

record ing,  I  am saying to you that  I  have got  a r ight  to  

chal lenge the lawfu lness of  th is  record ing,  and par t  o f  i t  

re la tes to whether  my sect ion 35 r ights were adhered to  

when you made th is  record ing,  or  when you forced me to  

answer these quest ions.    

 And par t  o f  that  goes back to the issue ,  i f  you 

wi thhold a person's r ight  to  a legal  representat ive and you 

quest ion h im for  hours on end,  wi thout  g iv ing h im food or  

water,  you in f r inge h is r ight  wi th  regard to the lawfu lness of  

the statement  you then wish to re ly  on.  

 So what  we say in  that  regard is ,  you want  to  now 

force us to answer quest ions about  a statement  where we 

bel ieve we can prove beyond a reasonable doubt  that  

s tatement  was unlawfu l ly  obta ined.   But  because i t  is  the  

Commission and we now regard i t  as a wi tness,  we are now 

forced to answer those quest ions wi thout  asser t ing our  

r ights when i t  comes to  that  par t i cu la r  issue.   I  want  to  go 

to the sect ion tha t  my learned f r iend refer red to.   I f  you look 

at  what  paragraph 90 says,  i t  says :  

“A l though c lumsi ly  put ,  i t  is  apparent  that  

the respondent  and h is lega l  team 

bel ieves that  he  has a r ight  to  remain 

s i lent  dur ing the proceedings before the 

Commission.   However,  the  r ight  to  

remain s i lent  tha t  I  am aware of  is  the 
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one guaranteed by sect ion 35 (1)  and (3)  

of  the Const i tu t ion and under the 

common law. ”  

And then he goes on,  he says i t  is  a  r ight  to  an accused 

person.   Now I  respect fu l l y  submit ,  unt i l  such t ime as there 

is  a judgment  that  ru les to  the cont rary,  I  do not  bel ieve that  

the judgment  of  Zuma  and that  Mr Just ice Jaf ta in  the  

decis ion that  he made then said that  those r ights are not  

afforded an accused person when he appears before a 

Commission,  that  those r ights a re taken away f rom him just  

because he becomes a wi tness before the Commiss ion,  that  

he cannot  exerc ise those r ights before the Commission just  

because he is  a w i tness there.    

 I  respect fu l ly  submit  that  i f  we read what  he said  

here,  even what  he says in  paragraph 90,  he recognised the 

fact  that  the person that  appears  before the Commission  

would have,  i f  he is  an accused person,  the r ights that  he is  

afforded under sect ion 35.    

 And in  fact ,  I  go so fa r  as  to  say that  even 

yourselves in  your  ru les and yo ur regulat ions recogn ise the 

r ights afforded a person in  the Const i tu t ion.   When you deal  

wi th  the issue of  subpoenas,  i t  i s  c lear,  i t  i s  a lmost  a copy 

and paste out  of  the r ights that  one is  accorded when you 

get  served wi th  a subpoena,  a search or  a  se izure 

subpoena.    
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 So I  respect fu l l y  submit  that  they can,  where the  

Const i tu t ion is  the Supreme Court  o f  th is  count ry,  I  do not  

bel ieve and I  do not  bel ieve i t  was ever  the in tent ion  to take 

away a person who is  r ight fu l l y  recognised as an accused ,  

h is  sect ion 35 r ights just  because he now appears as a  

wi tness before the Commission ,  and in  that  …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us look c losely at  the wording of  

paragraph 90.   I t  says when he,  that  is  the wi tness,  appears 

before the Commission,  that  was the respondent  in  that  

case:  

“When he appears before  the 

Commission,  the  respondent 's  s tatus is  

that  of  a  wi tness.   He is  not  an ar rested 

person,  nor  i s  he an accused person. ”  

So when he is  before the Commission,  he is  not  an 

accused.   Even i f  the wi tness may be an accused before the 

cr iminal  cour t ,  bu t  before the Commission,  the status is  that  

of  a  wi tness,  says Just ice Jaf ta in  so many w ords:  

“He is  not  an ar rested person,  nor  is  he 

an accused person.   Moreover,  a  w i tness 

in  a cr iminal  t r ia l  has no r ight  to  remain 

s i lent . ”  

But  I  just  focus on the two or  so  preceding sentences  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    I  under …[ intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Sorry,  Chai rperson.   I  understand 

what  Chai rperson is  in tending to  convey to me.   I ,  however,  

say you need to read what  he says here,  Just ice Jaf ta,  in  

l ight  of  what  t ranspi red before.   He d id not  have an accused 

person or  a person as an accused person who asserted  

those r ights.  

 The then President  Zuma was merely a wi tness,  

and he t r ied to asser t  an accused person wi th sect ion 35 

r ights just  as a wi tness.   The s i tuat ion that  you are now 

deal ing wi th,  I  respect fu l l y  submit ,  is  complete ly d i f ferent .   

You now have an accused person who might  co inc identa l l y  

a lso be a wi tness before you.   And the mere fact  that  he is  

a wi tness,  I  respect fu l l y  submit ,  does not  take away the 

r ights that  he is  a fforded under sect ion 35.    

 Those r ights,  I  respect fu l ly  submi t ,  have found i t s  

being and is  crysta l l i sed and spel led out  and then,  of  

course,  developed through case law for  a very good reason.   

And I  respect fu l l y  submit ,  I  have not  come across a  s ingle 

case that  says those r ights are only affo rded to a  person 

when he is  an accused in  a c r im inal  t r ia l .   I  respect fu l ly  

submit ,  many of  those r ights are as ser ted by people  outs ide 

of  the speci f ic  s i tuat ion where  he is  d i rect ly  deal ing wi th 

being an accused or  being a suspect .    

 In  other  words,  not  necessar i l y  in  the s i tuat ion  
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where he is  an accused.   My submissions to you,  and I  have 

made fur ther  submissions to you yesterday,  I  do not  want  to  

repeat  a l l  o f  i t ,  i s  that  unt i l  such t ime,  I  respect fu l l y  submit  

–  le t  go up and backt rack there.   I  respect fu l l y  submit  that  I  

do not  bel ieve that  the Zuma  judgment  takes away the 

r ights of  an accused person i f  he is  a n accused,  recognised 

or  a suspect  person or  any of  the other  r ights that  a re 

asser ted.  

 I f  he can ind icate and demonst rate to  the  

Commission that  he has those r ights because he is  an  

accused or  a suspect  or  he wishes to chal lenge that  

ev idence,  when he appears before you,  even as a wi tness,  I  

respect fu l l y  submit  he can assert  those r ights.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Two quest ions.   The f i rs t  one is  in  

re lat ion to the quest ion asked,  which is  what  d id General  

Mkhwanazi  ask?  Was that  the  quest ion?  Yes.   What  i s  Mr  

Mat la la charged  wi th in  that  regard for  your  argument  to  

make sense?  Because you are saying he is  an accused.   

So he is  an accused charged wi th  what  in  re lat ion  to that  

quest ion?   

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    My understanding was he does 

not  asser t  the r ight  because he is  an accused.   In  a  cr iminal  

context ,  i f  I  answer i t ,  I  wi l l  incr im inate mysel f  or  I  need to 

have the r ight .   My understanding f rom what  he said  

…[intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Then that  would  dest roy your argument .   

That  would  dest roy your  argument  because you are 

d ist inguish ing h is  case on the basis that  he happens to be 

an accused person and there fore h is s i tuat ion is  

d is t inguishable f rom that  which the  Const i tu t ional  Court  was 

deal ing wi th in  the case that  we are focussing on.    

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    May I  complete my submissions 

to you p lease  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  I  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    I  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  I  th ink  th is  wi l l  actual ly  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    So what  I  am saying  is  h is  

submiss ion is  I  am an accused person in  a t r ia l  and I  have 

got  l i t igat ion pr iv i lege,  I  have got  a st rategy that  I  wish to  

deploy dur ing that  cr iminal  t r ia l  as an accused person  

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    How does that  c r iminal  t r ia l  re late to  the 

quest ion that  was asked?  That  i s  my quest ion.   Was he an 

accused in  respect  of  insofar  as the quest ion that  was put  

by General  Mkhwanazi  to  h im was  …[intervenes] .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    He …[ in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Because otherwise  your argument  fa l l s  

f la t  because paragraph 90 and paragraph 91 wi l l  s tand.   I t  

does not  s tand on your argument  because you are 
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d is t inguish ing Mr  Mat la la 's  s i tuat ion.   You are saying he is  

an accused,  which was not  the case in  the Zuma  case.   So I  

am saying show us,  I  am not  saying he is  not ,  I  am saying  

show us how he is  an accused person in  re lat ion to the 

quest ion that  was put  to  h im by General  Mkhwanazi .   Maybe 

you have an easy answer to  that .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Cha i rperson,  he yesterday 

ind icated to  the Commission  on a quest ion,  I  th ink,  I  am not 

sure one of  the Commissioners might  have put  i t  to  h im,  he 

said that  when i t  comes to what  t ranspi red  –  i t  could even 

have been the  day before  –  when i t  came to what  t ranspi red  

at  the Pear ls ,  that  he is  cur rent ly  an accused ,  i t  re la tes 

d i rect ly  to  the charges that  he is  fac ing in  Johannesburg.    

 And i f  you can recal l ,  I  th ink he gave evidence on 

the last  Monday when we were here,  he said at  that  point  

General  Mkhwanazi  to ld  me that  I  am an accused person,  I  

wi l l  be arrested and he then wen t  on to expla in,  but  I  do not  

want  to  deal  wi th  th is  fur ther  because what  e lse t ranspi red  

there is  d i rect ly  re lated to  the  case that  I  face in  

Johannesburg.   Can I  just  t ake …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you say that  was yesterday.   I  am not  

sure,  i f  you are ta lk ing about  yesterday,  I  am not  sure how,  

i f  a t  a l l ,  that  re lates to the quest ions being asked by Ms 

Hassim r ight  now.    

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    I t  was …[intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.    

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chai rperson,  i f  I  may just  

cont inue? 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    So you wi l l  recal l  when I  was 

addressing you,  I  sa id,  and in  fact  I  addressed you on i t  the  

last  Monday and that  i s  when th is  issue ra ised,  I  ind icated 

to you then  that  par t  o f  the whole  case that  Mr Mat la la is  

fac ing  in  Johannesburg,  and that  can be object ive ly  

establ ished f rom the day he f i rs t  appeared there,  i t  was 

p laced on record.    

 He chal lenges the lawfu lness of  h is  ar rest .   He 

chal lenges the lawfu lness of  h is  fur ther  detent ion and par t  

and parcel  o f  that  whole arrest  is  l inked up to what  

t ranspi red at  the Pear ls ,  in  other  words,  why he was 

ar rested and why he is  fac ing the charges that  he is  fac ing.   

Number two,  the same submissions,  as I  sa id,  goes for  th is ,  

what  we submit  i s  an unlawfu l l y  obta ined record ing  as wel l  

as the rest  of  the defences as i t  fo lds out  because i t  a l l  

emanates f rom the moment  of  the ar rest  that  what  we 

submit  was an unlawfu l  a rrest .    

 So everyth ing that  happened f rom there,  i t  is  

a lmost ,  i t  goes back to the  –  I  know the Amer icans l ike to  

use i t ,  we do not  use i t  there,  but  for  ease of  reference,  I  

am going to  –  i t  is  the f ru i ts  of  a  poisonous t ree argument  
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and that  is  par t  and parcel  o f  your  defence st rategy that  you 

have got  and that  you can use and you can implement ,  that  

is  par t  o f  your  r ights to  chal lenge evidence and to  adduce 

evidence.    

 And i f  we are forced,  and by we I  now mean the  

royal  we,  i f  we are forced to now go and d isc lose the 

manner in  which we in tend to  prove why we say we were  

unlawfu l l y  arrested a nd deta ined subsequent ly  and how th is  

whole th ing unfo lded,  we can just  as  wel l  now,  Chai rperson,  

Mr Mat la la can just  as wel l  now s i t  back and te l l  for  

everybody and anybody to hear exact ly  what  is  going to 

happen in  the t r ia l  and th is ,  wi th  respect ,  i t  comes back to 

what  you said,  i t  is  a  der ivat ive evidence ru le .   I t  is  appl ied  

in  the Canadian Commission 's s i tuat ion,  i t  is  appl ied in  

Canada,  i t  is  appl ied in  Aust ra l ia  and in  England.  

 And we know i t  i s  one of  the b iggest  c r i t ic isms that  

there is  of  Commissions,  is  the fact  that  der ivat ive  evidence 

is  very of ten used to prevent  a st rategy down the l ine for  

people who la ter  on  appear in  cour ts because of  what  has 

happened before the Commission.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you know what  would actual ly  assist  

us?  To know i f  Mr Mat la la is  actual ly  an accused,  which is  

the font  of  your  argument  or  the spr ingboard fo r  your  

argument .   I t  is  th is ,  an answer to  the quest ion put  by Ms 

Hassim,  which is  what  was General  Mkhwanazi 's  quest ion to 
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you?   

 That  is  going to te l l  us what  a l l  o f  th is  was about  

and then i t  gets easier  for  us to  know whether  or  not  he was 

indeed an accused person.   I  am not  at  th is  stage,  I  am not ,  

I  am just  engaging you on your argument  because you are 

saying th is  judgment  is  d is t inguishable because there we 

are not  deal ing wi th an accused person.  

 And when I  ask you the d i rect  quest ion,  okay,  te l l  

us what  exact ly  Mr Mat la la is  an accused in  respect  of ,  I  am 

not  sure that  I  fo l low your response.   I  am not  sure .   You 

are g iv ing us genera l i sed answers whic h do not  say  in  

re lat ion to that  quest ion,  which you are put t ing  to Mr 

Mat la la now,  Ms Hassim,  Mr Mat la la is  actual ly  an accused 

person in  re lat ion to that  very  –  I  have not  heard you say 

that .  

 Now I  am saying,  and in  fact  I  am going to  –  

actual ly,  I  am inc l ined,  le t  me up f ront  say tha t ,  I  am 

inc l ined to over ru le the object ion  insofar  as i t  re la tes to 

answer ing just  the quest ion ,  what  was General  Mkhwanazi 's  

quest ion to you.   I  just  do  not  see how that  can ever  affect  

Mr Mat la la 's  defence.   Thereaf te r,  I  have no idea what  wi l l  

f low f rom the quest ion,  in  fact ,  in  par t i cu lar  f rom Mr 

Mat la la 's  response.   I  just  do not  see,  unless you show me,  

you show us how that ,  a  response to what  was the quest ion  

about ,  that  has noth ing to do wi th the rest  of  what  then 
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f lowed or  fo l lowed f rom his response to that .   I  just  do not ,  

un less you show me how.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Cha i rperson,  may I  now 

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  hope the response wi l l  be br ie f .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Yes,  Chai rperson .   The fact  o f  

the mat ter  i s ,  the  fact  that  you are  an accused person in  a 

t r ia l  a ffo rds you a l l  the other  r ights under sect ion 35.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  have heard that ,  I  have heard that  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    But  Cha i rperson  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  have heard that .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    But  Chai rperson,  wi th  the  

greatest  of  respect ,  i f  I  am an accused in  a murder  t r ia l ,  I  

am affo rded the  r ight  to  chal lenge evidence and adduce 

evidence.   I  have the r ight  to  chal lenge the lawfu lness of  my 

ar rest  or  not .   I  do not  need to before you ,  wi th  the greatest  

of  respect ,  as a w i tness now say because I  have a l ready,  as  

ind icated,  I  am an accused person in  the Johannesburg  

case.    

 The fact  that  you are ent i t led to chal lenge under 35  

cer ta in evidence,  to  exerc ise your r ights under 35,  does not  

need to be re lated d i rect ly  to  a speci f i c  charge.   The charge 

is  there.   He is  an accused person.   That  is  accepted by  

everybody.   So you do not  need to ,  your  speci f ic  chal lenge 
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that  you launch ,  and the reason why you do not  want  to  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  Mr Mat la la  i s  an accused person in  

respect  of  something speci f ic  o r  i ssues that  are speci f i c .   

So the d i rect  quest ion has been,  insofar  as th is  quest ion is  

concerned,  does that  re late to  anyth ing that  he is  

speci f ica l l y  charged wi th?  I t  cannot  just  be the broad 

quest ion that  he happens to be an accused person.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    But  Cha i rperson,  he said to  you I  

am charged as an accused person in  Johannesburg wi th 

var ious …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  says noth ing.   That  says noth ing.   

Are you done wi th your submissions,  at  least  on th is  point?  

Just  on  th is  point?  My inc l inat ion,  my ind icated inc l inat ion,  

are you done wi th your submissions on i t?   My ind icated 

inc l inat ion,  which  is  that  my inc l inat ion is  to  over ru le your  

object ion insofar  as i t  re la tes to the quest ion and an answer 

to  i t .   That  is  what  you are respond ing to.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Sorry,  Chai rperson,  i f  you do 

wish to over ru le us,  I  am going to  ask yo u wi th respect ,  i f  

you can p lease expla in to  us  why,  so that  we can 

understand the reason why you …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  a l ready d id  when I  ind icated my 
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inc l inat ion.   I  sa id I  just  do not  for  the l i fe  of  me see how,  

responding to a quest ion that  asks what  quest ion were you 

asked,  I  do not  for  the l i fe  of  me see how that  wi l l  impact  

the r ights that  are being asserted .   There i t  is .   Are you 

done wi th your submissions then?   

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Just  one last  th ing,  Chai rperson.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    I f  you wish to asser t  a  speci f ic  

r ight ,  a  par t  o f  that  r ight  is  to  chal lenge the evidence of  a  

wi tness that  i s  d i rect ly  re lated to the reason why you 

ar rested or  not .   I  respect  submit ,  that  g ives  you fu l l  reason 

not  to  answer th is  quest ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you very much.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r,  I  need to  say something,  because 

I  need to correct  something .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so i t  is  important  for  me to have an 

opportuni ty  to  address you very br ie f ly.   The f i rs t  th ing is ,  

on the quest ion o f  an accused,  Mr Zuma was an accused at  

the t ime he was appear ing in  the Zondo Commission.   So i t  

is  not  cor rect  to  say that  he was not  an accused.   The 

second th ing I  wanted to correct  is  that  Ms van den Heever 

re l ies on the judgment  of  Just ice Satchwel l ,  and I  be l ieve i t  

is  in  the Sebian  [? ]  case,  yes,  r ight .  

 So what  that  case assists my learned f r iend,  so she 
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re l ies on that ,  but  she does not  te l l  you that  there are other  

cases that  take a d i f ferent  point  o f  v iew f rom Just ice  

Satchwel l .   In  fac t ,  there are at  least  two cases tha t  take a 

d i f ferent  point  o f  v iew.   One is  the  judgment  in  S v Ndlovu ,  

where i t  received not  fu l l  support ,  i t  received qual i f ied  

support .  

 Chai r,  I  wi l l  provide the c i ta t ion in  a minute.   And 

the second is  the State v Langa and Others ,  where the  

Court  decl ined to  fo l low Just ice Satchwel l 's  approach in  the 

Sebian  case,  on the grounds that  a suspect  d id no t  enjoy  

the r ights  of  an arrested or  deta ined person.   There is  a lso 

the case of  the S v Mthethwa ,  where the Court  a lso decl ined 

to fo l low Just ice Satchwel l 's  reasoning.  

 Now,  those judgments,  I  must  g ive you the c i ta t ions 

of  f i rs t ,  le t  me do that  f i rs t .   So,  State v Ndlovu  i s  1997(12)  

of  the But terworths ’  Const i tu t ional  Law Reports,  so  BCLR,  

page 1785 (N) .   S v Langa  is  1998(1)  SACR Cr iminal  Law 

Reports,  page 21  (T) .   And then,  State v Mthethwa  i s  

2004(1)  SACR 449,  and i t  is  Eastern Cape Div is ion.  

 Now,  i t  could not  be more c lear  that  there is  no  

author i ty  then fo r  the proposi t ion that  Ms van den Heever,  

o ther  than Satchwel l 's  judgment ,  which has d i f fer ing  

t reatment  by everyone e lse.   So,  there is  not  a 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Which is  a lso a High Court  judgment .    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Which is  a  High Court  judgments,  so the 

law is  contested.   And le t  me take i t  one step fu r ther  then,  

Commissioner  Baloyi ,  because i t  was noted by the Supreme 

Court  o f  Appeal ,  subsequent ly,  and fo r  that  the judgment ,  

Chai r,  i s  State v  Makhala ,  M-a-k-h-a- l -a .   And the  neut ra l  

Saf l i i  c i ta t ion is  2022 ZASCA 19,  and i t  is  a  judgment  of  

Just ice Unterhal te r,  and the paragraph I  would l ike to  refer  

you to i s  paragraph 29 of  that  judgment .   And the f i rs t  

sentence of  that  paragraph says,  Just ice Unterhal ter :  

“Our case law has not  taken a consistent  

approach as to whether  the  r ights 

recognised in  sect ion 35 that  are of  

appl icat ion to ar rested or  de ta ined 

persons are a lso enjoyed by persons 

suspected by the  pol ice of  commi t t ing a  

cr ime who have not  been arres ted or  

deta ined. ”  

And he says that  the summary of  th is  i s  set  out  in  State v 

Orr ie .   You can read i t  in  the Unterhal te r  judgment .   The 

inconsistent  approach that  our  Courts in  the High Court  

have taken.   And he takes  –  th is  i s  a rb i ter  on h is par t ,  

where he says any such r ights of  a  suspect  cannot  der ive  

f rom sect ion 35 because sect ion 35 is  concerned wi th r ights  

of  a rrested,  deta ined,  and accused person,  et  cetera .   Now,  

I  am not  going to read a l l  o f  i t .  
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 That  is  h is  v iew.   I t  is  arb i te r.   For  the purposes of  

th is  decis ion,  he says he  wi l l  assume that  the r ights apply,  

and then he st i l l  f inds against  the proposi t ion.   So i t  is 

summarised,  again,  by the Supreme Court  o f  Appeal .   So 

the Satchwel l  judgment  i s  not  a judgment  I  would  say we 

can re ly  upon fo r  the proposi t ion  …[intervenes] .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chai rperson,  i f  my learned f r iend 

is  f in ished,  I  cou ld have quoted a l l  the other  cases where  

he was …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.   I  wi l l  l is ten to you just  

now.   Yes,  Ms van den Heever ?  Just  before  that ,  perhaps,  

Ms Hassim,  can you p lease r emind us why you say fo rmer  

President  Zuma was an accused in  the context  of  Just ice 

Jaf ta 's  judgment?    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  he was not  accused in  the arms 

deal - re lated cor rupt ion case,  and par t  o f  the evidence and 

the quest ion ing,  et  cetera,  in  the Zonda Commission would 

have …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Related to that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  was the essence of  the Zonda 

Commission 's mandate.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Which then makes i t  subject  to  what  Ms 

van den Heever f i rs t  says.   I t  makes i t  analogous.   Yes,  you 

wanted to  –  thank you,  Ms Hassim.   Yes,  yes.    

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chai rperson,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  the 



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 138  o f  187  

 

 

Sebian  case was fo l lowed in  e ight  d i f ferent  mat ters  in  th is  

count ry,  and three more in  Namibia.   So i t  is  not  a mat ter  

that  just  s tands there in  iso lat ion .   I t  was fo l lowed many 

more t imes than i t  was d iscarded or  where there was ru l ings 

against  i t  in  other  d iv is ions,  as an example.   That  i s  number  

one.  

 Why I  am saying  he was  –  that  whole judgment  in  

Zuma  was not  decided against  the background of  h im 

speci f ica l l y  g iv ing evidence and invoking h is r igh t  as an 

accused person.   Remember what  happened there is  he just  

refused to go and g ive evidence.   He ran away f rom giv ing  

evidence,  and then they endeavoured to  invoke h is r ight  to  

s i lence f rom,  le t  us say,  a lmost  f rom the s ide.   

 So i t  is  a  to ta l ly  d i f ferent  scenar io than what  you 

are deal ing wi th,  wi th  a person tha t  is  g iv ing evidence and 

now invoking the r ight  as an accused person.   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  sure that  in  substance I  get  that  

d is t inct ion,  but  you have made your point .   We have heard  

i t ,  but  I  am not  sure that  in  substance i t  makes sense.   I  

sa id I  was inc l ined to over ru le your  object ion.   I  now do so.   

I  overru le the object ion that  Mr Mat la la  is  legal ly  and indeed 

const i tu t ional ly  ent i t led not  to  answer Ms Hassim's 

quest ion.   Mr Mat la la ,  you wi l l  have to answer the quest ion.   

Just  a minute.    

 Wi th regard to the wider  const i tu t ional  issues that  
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have been ra ised by Ms van den Heever,  I  am not  in  a  

posi t ion to make a reasoned ru l ing .   So what  I  would rather  

say is  le t  us see i f  Ms Hassim is  able to  ask quest ions that  

wi l l  not  necessar i ly  ra ise or  impl ica te the sor t  o f  i ssues that  

we have heard being ra ised.   Let  us see i f  that  i s  pract ica l  

f rom where you are s i t t ing so that  we use t ime as f ru i t fu l ly  

as possib le for  the rest  of  the day.   So about  a ru l ing  on the 

rest  of  the  broader i ssues,  a ru l ing may be made perhaps 

tomorrow morning .   I  do not  know.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Noted,  Chai r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I f  I  could just  c lar i f y  that  i t  would be,  i t  

would not  be …[in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Or what?  Fr iday?  Perhaps I  should not  

t ie  mysel f  to  the issue of  making a ru l ing.   Let  the issues be 

ra ised in  respect  of  speci f i cs l i ke ,  for  example,  now the  

sect ion 35 point  has just  been ra ised in  re lat ion to an issue 

on which I  be l ieve,  hence my ru l ing,  i t  does not  make legal  

sense at  a l l .   So perhaps le t  me not  t ie  mysel f  to  the need 

to issue a ru l ing.   Let  us hear those issues not  ra ised in  a  

genera l ised manner,  but  rather  ra ised in  respect  of  speci f i c  

quest ions.   And we have heard the argument  and perhaps 

we wi l l  be bet ter  p laced to deal  wi th  them at  that  s tage as 

and when they ar ise.   So i f  you could p lease repeat  your  

quest ion? 
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r  …[intervenes] .  

MR MATLALA :    Sor ry,  Chai r,  before you proceed.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    Can I  p lease,  af ter  answer ing th is  

quest ion,  can I  p lease just  rush to the bathroom and then 

we wi l l  cont inue a f ter,  p lease ?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn,  we wi l l  come back when i t  

is  ind icated.    

HEARING ADJOURNS 

HEARING RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease repeat  your  quest ion,  Ms Hassim.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Mr Mat la la,  le t  me 

just  reverse a moment  so that  we br ing back the context  of  

the quest ion because we have spent  some t ime on other  

mat ters.   So i t  is  one,  two,  th ree paragraphs f rom the 

bot tom just  to  take you back to the d iscussion  on Mr  

Motsumi ,  r ight?  And that  is  where  General  Mkhwanazi  says 

the in format ion is  about  in format ion you gave h im :  

“This is  when he gave me th is  

in format ion,  the  in format ion about  Steve 

Motsumi .   He gave the address of  the 

house of  Steve Motsumi .   He to ld me 

about  the act iv i t ies of  S ib iya,  how Sib iya 

is  co l lect ing money,  et  cetera. ”  

You have got  that  paragraph ? 
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MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Now,  the quest ion to you is  what  

–  you said that  you only to ld h im th is  in  response to a 

quest ion f rom General  Mkhwanazi .   Correct?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  was the quest ion that  General  

Mkhwanazi  put  to  you?   

MR MATLALA :    The quest ion was i f  General  S ib iya is  

co l lect ing money f rom anyone in  Gauteng.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  quest ion does not  refer  to  

General  Motsumi .   A quest ion to you that  …[intervenes] .  

MR MATLALA :    Mr Motsumi .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mr Motsumi .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  was get t ing to that ,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  I  am sorry,  I  heard  you say 

that  he asked you whether  anyone in  Gauteng is ,  okay?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  not  a quest ion that  says,  is  Mr 

Motsumi  paying General  S ib iya?   

MR MATLALA :    Of  course,  yes,  ja .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So that  is  not  the quest ion then 

that  General  Mkhwanazi  asked you?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  he asked me i f  I  know of  anyone who 

General  S ib iya,  yes,  is  co l lect ing money f rom in Gauteng.   

And then I  sa id –  and then the fo l lowing quest ion was,  do I  
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know General  –  not  General .   Do I  know Mr Steve Motsumi?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So when General  Mkhwanazi  sa id to  

you,  do you know anyone in  Gauteng who is  paying General  

S ib iya,  d id you answer h im before  he asked you about  Mr 

Motsumi ,  or  d id  he immediate ly  say,  ask you about  Mr 

Motsumi?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  Mr Motsumi ,  i t  was a fo l low-up 

quest ion.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  was the answer to  the f i rs t  

quest ion?   

MR MATLALA :    L ike,  the anyone quest ion ? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  was the answer to  that  quest ion?   

MR MATLALA :    I  sa id yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you then volunteer  names,  o r  

d id he then immediate ly  say –  what  was h is next  quest ion?  

Let  me not  f rame the quest ion for  you.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  the next  quest ion was i f  Mr Motsumi  

knows General  S ib iya.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Was there no fo l low-up to your response 

that  General  S ib iya was col lect ing money f rom people in  

Gauteng?  Did General  Mkhwanazi  not  seek to know who he 

was col lect ing money f rom?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  he d id.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    And d id you g ive h im the names?   

MR MATLALA :    Not  the names.   This is  where I  sa id I  do 

not  want  to  incr im inate mysel f .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So we a l ready have an answer f rom you 

that  i t  was not  you that  was g iv ing money to General  S ib iya,  

r ight?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja,  and you said he was being paid by  

others,  r ight?  So now General  Mkhwanazi  br ings in  Mr  

Motsumi .   He is  the one who in t roduced the name Mr  

Motsumi ,  r ight?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id he ask you whether  Mr Motsumi  

pays General  S ib iya?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  th ink he d id,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  was your answer to  tha t?   

MR MATLALA :    These are the answers that  I  sa id I  do not  

want  to  incr iminate mysel f .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  need to understand how answer ing 

that  quest ion wi l l  incr iminate yoursel f  because that  is  why I  

took you back to your ear l ie r  answer where you said you 

yoursel f  d id  not  make any payments to  General  S ib iya.   So 

how wi l l  you incr iminate yoursel f  by saying that  th is  person 

paid General  S ib iya?  I  need to understand that  because i t  

does not  seem to fo l low for  me.  
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MR MATLALA :    I  expla ined ear l ie r  that  I  have a t r ia l  and 

then I  have a case  to answer.   And then these speci f ic  

quest ions that  you are asking me now,  these are par t  o f  the 

heart  o f  my t r ia l ,  o f  my case.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  just  a  minute  …[intervenes] .   

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chai rperson,  that  re lates  d i rect ly  

to  issues under PREC CA.  PRECCA is qui te  c lear  about  that  

and I  can understand why he then says he  does not  want  to  

answer  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a moment .   Which case is  th is?   

Because I  had understood that  the  case in  Johannesburg is  

an at tempted murder  and weapons and conspi racy re lated 

to that  murder.    

MR MATLALA :    Okay.   Commissioner,  le t  me just  c la r i fy  

because I  see we d id not  even have a chance to c la r i fy  that .   

This very same case of  an at tempted murder.   I  have a p lan,  

not  a p lan,  there  is  a st rategy that  we need to present  in  

cour t  that  how did I  end up being ar rested.   So par t  o f  my 

presentat ion,  i t  inc ludes my in teract ion wi th  General  

Mkhwanazi  in  h is  apartment  and then i t  inc ludes the very  

same topic that  we are engaging in  now.   And then because 

something a long my d iscussion wi th General  Mkhwanazi  

went  wrong or  someone whispered something.   So I  just  do  

not  want  to  go there because I  see now I  am saying th ings 

that  I  do not  want  to  say,  but  I  want  to  c la r i fy  some other  
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th ings in  cour t  that  how did I  end up being arrested.   I t  is 

because of  th is  very same topic that  we are d iscussing now.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you in tend to chal lenge your 

ar rest?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.   Yes,  I  do.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And because you in tend to chal lenge 

your ar res t ,  you are not  prepared to answer quest ions about  

the d iscussions that  took p lace on the 14 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024?   

MR MATLALA :    Not  only to  chal lenge my arrest ,  the bui ld -

up of  my case that  how did I  end up to be where I  am now.   

Where d id i t  s tar t?  I f  i t  was not  fo r  th is  k ind of  engagement  

and topics ,  I  would not  be where I  am now.   So th is  is  very  

important  to  me because i f  I  say i t  now,  I  might  as wel l  then  

–  I  would not  even have a p lace to  star t  to  present  my case 

in  cour t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  must  say I  have ser ious d i f f icu l ty  

wi th  that  because you to ld us here  that  when you f i rs t  met  

General  Mkhwanazi  that  very same day,  he to ld you that  

there is  a l ready a  warrant  fo r  your  ar rest  in  re lat ion to that  

case.   That  is  how I  understood your ev idence.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  but  that  warrant  has been s tanding 

and then I  do not  know i f  maybe I  can submit  in  pr ivate 

because doing th is  now is  not  going to be fa i r  on me ,  but  I  

can submit  i t  before the end of  today now just  to  –  for  me to 

expla in th is  I  need to go to the case,  there is  no other  way.   
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I  just  need to make you understand why I  am saying I  want  

to  chal lenge the  bui ld -up of  my case or  how I  ended up 

being ar rested.    

 Yes,  I  am facing an at tempted murder charge ,  but  

even that  sa id warrant ,  i t  has been standing.   And for  i t  to  

be where i t  i s  now,  I  th ink fo r  me to  prove i t  i s  just  to  submit  

to  you and then you can see i t  for  yoursel f  and judge i t  that ,  

okay,  th is  i s  where he is  going wi th  th is  th ing.   But  for  me to  

say i t  now,  i t  wi l l  unfor tunate ly spoi l  my c ase.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Subject  to  a fur ther  explanat ion by you ,  

Mr Mat la la ,  I  fa i l  to  understand how te l l ing us who the  

Gauteng people,  excluding you ,  because you said you d id 

not  pay General  S ib iya,  how te l l ing us who the Gauteng 

people f rom whom General  S ib iya received or  receives 

money,  how that  is  going to impact  your  case adversely.   I  

do not  understand.    

 And again,  le t  me up f ront  say I  am inc l ined to ru le  

that  you must  answer the quest ion ,  but  as I  sa id at  the  

beginning,  th is  i s  subject  to  any fur th er  explanat ion you 

may g ive.   This i s  only about  you to the extent  that  i t  is  you 

who is  going to answer the quest ion and who answered the  

quest ion in  response to General  Mkhwanazi .   But  fo r  that ,  i t  

is  not  about  you,  i t  is  about  those people that  you said,  I  

assume you d id say,  General  S ib iya was receiv ing  money 

f rom.   I t  is  about  them, not  about  you.    
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 So subject  to  a cogent  explanat ion  by you ,  I  do not  

understand the point  you are making.   So I  do afford you a 

fur ther  opportuni ty  perhaps to expla in in  t he l ight  of  what  I  

have just  sa id.  

MR MATLALA :    Thank you,  Chai r.   The f i rs t  th ing is  there 

are no other  names.   The person who was just  ment ioned ,  i t  

was only Mr Motsumi  and General  S ib iya ,  but  he said 

people in  Gauteng ,  but  he d id not  ment ion any names 

except  the  name of  Mr Motsumi  and General  S ib iya.   So I  

cannot  g ive names that  I  do not  know,  except  the name of  

Mr Motsumi  and General  S ib iya.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So you d id not  g ive General  Mkhwanazi  

any name?   

MR MATLALA :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  your  answer  was,  your  response was 

in  the posi t i ve.   You said yes,  General  Mkhwanazi  does 

receive payments or  co l lect  money f rom people ,  people 

p lu ra l  in  Gauteng.   S ib iya,  Genera l  S ib iya .   You sa id that  

a l ready in  response to Ms Hassim.   So …[ intervenes] .   

MR MATLALA :    In  p lura l .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry,  so i t  is  those names that  I  

am asking fo r.    

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  do not  th ink ,  maybe you heard wrong.   

I  never sa id in  p lura l .   The names that  were ment ioned ,  i t  

was only Mr Motsumi  and General  S ib iya,  not  i n  p lura l .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Then I  misunders tood,  I  misunderstood.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  i t  s t i l l  does not  answer my quest ion 

which is ,  d id  Mr Motsumi  pay General  S ib iya?   

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  know.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  okay.   Now,  on tha t  same 

paragraph where  General  Mkhwanazi  ta lks about  Steve 

Motsumi  and he to ld,  he says you to ld h im how Sib iya is  

co l lect ing money.   So you are say ing that  you d id not  say 

th is ,  you are therefore d isput ing  what  General  Mkhwanazi  

sa id in  th is ,  in  Par l iament .    

 Because what  he is  saying is  that  he to ld me about  

Steve Motsumi ,  gave me the address of  Steve Motsumi ,  to ld  

me about  the act iv i t ies of  S ib iya,  how Sib iya is  co l lect ing  

money,  et  cetera .   So now you are  saying you do not  know,  

but  that  cont radicts  what  Genera l  Mkhwanazi  says here ,  

which is  that  you said how Sib iya is  co l lect ing money.    

 So i t  i s  one of  two th ings,  e i ther  you do not  know,  

and that  s tands,  whether  Mr Motsumi  i s ,  but  then i t  ra ises 

the Chair ’s  quest ion again,  which is  that  there is  somebody 

e lse then who makes payments to  General  S ib iya.   Do you 

understand?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  understand,  but  i f  –  okay,  sorry.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  go ahead.    

MR MATLALA :    I f  there is  someone,  then I  would not  know.   

So the f i rs t  th ing that  I  need to br ing to at tent ion is ,  General  
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Mkhwanazi  h imse l f  a l ready had in format ion.   So he was just  

asking me i f  I  know about  what  he knows.   So i t  is  not  l ike I  

went  there to –  I  went  there  because of  my tender 

compla ints.   Then he asked me about  these th ings.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So when he says that  you to ld h im how 

Sib iya is  co l lect ing money,  that  i s  not  correct?  You d id not  

te l l  h im that?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  sa id to  you that  for  that  I  do not  want  

to  incr iminate mysel f ,  and I  do not  want  to  comment  on that .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you are saying you do not  

know whether  he  received money f rom Mr Motsumi .   He 

received money f rom others,  that  you know,  but  you do not  

want  to  name them.  That  is  your  posi t ion?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  need to ask you then,  b ecause i t  

is  the same reasoning that  appl ies to  the quest ion  on Mr  

Motsumi ,  why would te l l ing th is  Commission who the other  

people are that  pay Mr S ib iya wou ld incr iminate you?  Why 

would that  incr iminate you?   

MR MATLALA :    Maybe when I  am saying incr iminat ing,  I  

am using the wrong word.   I  am basing th is  on,  again,  my 

case in  cour t .   So maybe incr iminat ing is  not  the r ight  word  

that  I  am using,  because I  am repeat ing again that  I  s t i l l  

have a case to present  in  cour t .   So I  am al ready saying a  

lo t  here,  meaning that  at  least  leave me wi th hal f ,  I  can go 
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to  cour t  wi th  hal f .   So do not  take everyth ing.   Because now 

you want  me to d isc lose everyth ing here and then I  wi l l  be  

le f t  wi th  noth ing.   Just  do not  s t r ip  me naked,  p lease.    

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chairperson …[ intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  a minute.   I  understand what  your  

posi t ion is .   On th is  l ine of  quest ions,  you are not  c la iming 

a pr iv i lege against  se l f - incr iminat ion.   You are refusing to 

answer the quest ion because you say i t  wi l l  compromise  

your defence st ra tegy.   Am I  correc t  that  is  the posi t ion you 

have adopted?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  you are cor rect .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  want  to  say th is .   The case you have 

to defend yoursel f  against  i s  an  at tempted murder  case.   My 

take f rom what  you are saying is  that  you do not  want  to  

incr iminate other  people ,  and tha t  is  the real  reason why 

you do not  want  to  answer that  quest ion.    

MR MATLALA :    Can I  comment  on that ,  Commissioner?   

You st i l l  do not  take i t  that  when I  say  the way I  ended up 

being arrested,  i t  has to  do wi th my in teract ions wi th 

General  Mkhwanazi .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am prepared to accept  that .   The 

quest ion now is  who are the other  people that  were paying  

General  Mkhwanazi  money?  Sorry,  General  S ib iya.   Or who 

d id you te l l  General  Mkhwanazi  that  other  people are paying  
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money to General  S ib iya?  And tha t  is  the quest ion you are 

refusing to answer.   And you say,  yes,  there are,  but  I  do 

not  want  to  ment ion.    

 And that  i s  why I  am saying my takeaway f rom t hat  

is  the issue is  not  you incr iminat ing yoursel f .   You have 

a l ready admi t ted  that  to  Commiss ioner Balo y i .   The issue 

seems to me is  you do not  want  to  incr iminate those people 

that  you know are  a l legedly g iv ing money to General  S ib iya.   

That  is  how I  see i t ,  and I  do  not  speak for  my co -

commissioners.   I  am speaking only  for  mysel f .    

CHAIRPERSON :    You are speaking for  me because that  is  

exact ly  the point  I ,  the last  point  I  engaged Mr Mat la la on.   I  

even said th is  i s  only about  you because the answer ca me 

f rom you.   But  otherwise,  i t  is  not  about  you.   I t  is  about  

those other  peop le.   So whatever  the r ight  that  you are 

set t ing s imply does not  make sense in  th is  context .   Ms van 

den Heever,  le t  me g ive you an opportuni ty.  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chai rperson,  I  am t ry ing to f ind a 

pract ica l  so lut ion  here for  th is  i ssue because I  do not  want  

us –  in  h is  ev idence under oath dur ing the Ad Hoc 

Commit tee,  when he gave evidence,  General  Mkhwanazi  on 

th is  very day or  the next  day said he recorded the whole  

in teract ion between h imsel f  and Mr Mat la la.   Maybe I  can 

ask that  that  be d isc losed to us.   That  would make i t  very  

easy fo r  us to  deal  wi th  the issues.   I  am sure that  that  



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 152  o f  187  

 

 

ev idence must  be avai lab le.   And I  can take my c l ient  

through i t  and we can deal  wi th  i t  then before  yourselves.   

That  is  a very s imple answer.   You ut i l ise …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  no,  Ms van den Heever,  no.   The 

wi tness can say that  i f  he wants to  and you wi l l  be engaged 

about  that  k ind of  response.   In  fac t ,  i t  has happened where 

he has refer red us to other  people and he was to ld why that  

was inappropr ia te  or  that  does not  help the quest ions that  

are being  asked.   Ja,  le t  the wi tness answer quest ions,  

p lease.   This is  not  an object ion.   You are not  object ing  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    And I  am not  answer ing for  h im.   

That  is  not  what  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you are not  arguing a point ,  but  you 

have answered the quest ion fo r  h im.   I  suggest  you le t  Mr –  

I  th ink Mr Mat la la has shown to be competent .   He 

understands the quest ions.   I  sa id ear l ie r,  and I  meant  i t  

when I  sa id I  assume that  h is  legal  representat ives have 

advised h im about  what  he can do,  what  defences he can 

take,  but  I  th ink le t  h im answer the  quest ions,  p lease.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Mat la la,  you heard me,  that  my 

takeaway f rom al l  o f  th is  is  that  your  concern is  not  the  

worry that  you wi l l  impl icate yoursel f .   Your concern is  the  

worry that  you wi l l  impl icate those people that  you to ld  

General  Mkhwanazi  that  General  S ib iya is  co l lect ing money 
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f rom,  and that  is  your  real  reason for  not  want ing to answer 

th is  quest ion.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  that  i s  not  the real  reason,  

Commissioner.   I  a l ready said that  I  do not  know i f  Mr  

Motsumi  was g iv ing General  S ib iya  money.   So I  cannot  say 

something that  I  do not  know.   So what  I  sa id I  know is  that ,  

yes,  other  people ,  which I  cannot  name people that  I  do  not  

know.   But  I  wi l l  know the facts ,  yes.   But  maybe the  

quest ion that  you are supposed to ask me is ,  how do I  know 

that?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Maybe then,  because you have just  

sa id now I  know that  he is  co l lect ing money,  but  I  do not  

know the people  he is  co l lect ing money f rom.   Did I  

understand you cor rect ly?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes,  you understand correct ly.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then you said maybe i f  I  ask you 

how do you know those facts,  then you wi l l  be  able to  

e laborate.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  not  the names of  the people who are 

g iv ing money.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  do not  ask that .   You said you do 

not  know the names.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you are  able to  e laborate  i f  I  ask  

you how do you know that .    
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MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  so  I  am giv ing you the 

opportuni ty.  

MR MATLALA :    So you want  me to ment ion the name?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You said you do not  know the names,  

but  you know the  facts and you are able to  e laborate.   So I  

am giv ing you the  opportuni ty  to  e laborate.    

MR MATLALA :    Okay,  f rom a th i rd person,  not  f rom him 

d i rect ly.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What ,  what  f rom a th i rd person?   

MR MATLALA :    Come again?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You are saying f rom a th i rd  person,  

but  not  h im d i rect ly.   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  d id you hear f rom a th i rd  person 

and not  h im d i rect ly?   

MR MATLALA :    I  heard h im saying that  he went  to  co l lect  

money.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Who?   

MR MATLALA :    I  am saying I  heard the th i rd person saying  

that  he went  to  co l lect  money.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Who went  to  co l lect  money?   

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  the th i rd person that  is  saying I  am not  

wi l l ing to  ment ion  h is name.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    The th i rd person,  you heard  a th i rd  
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person say that  th i rd person went  to  co l lect  money or  d id  

you hear f rom the th i rd person that  General  S ib iya  went  to  

co l lect  money?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink that  i s  what  we are seeking to  

c la r i fy.   Is  i t  the second one?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A th i rd person to ld you or  you heard  

f rom a th i rd person that  General  S ib iya went  to  co l lect  

money?   

MR MATLALA :    The th i rd person to ld me.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  General  S ib iya col lected money.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .    

CHAIRPERSON :    From the th i rd person,  f rom that  th i rd 

person?  General  S ib iya went  to  co l lect  money,  th is  you are  

to ld by a th i rd person.   Did General  S ib iya col lect  the  

money f rom that  person,  that  th i rd person or  f rom some 

other  person?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  that  person,  I  would say maybe he 

was,  how can I  put  i t?   A good,  what  can I  say,  someone,  a 

middle man,  I  do not  know how to ment ion i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you say a midd le man?   
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MR MATLALA :    Ja,  le t  me say a middle man,  yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    They were a condui t  o f  money.    

MR MATLALA :    Come again?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  th i rd  person was a condui t  o f  

money between General  S ib iya and somebody e lse ? 

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  that  what  you are saying?  Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the somebody e lse,  do you know 

who that  somebody e lse is?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And who is  that  person?   

MR MATLALA :    Sergeant  Nkosi .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sergeant  Nkosi?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  just  want  to  be c lear.   Are you saying 

that  Sergeant  Nkosi  i s  the middle man or  that  Sergeant  

Nkosi  i s  the one who is  making th ings?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  sa id the middle man.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The middle man.   Okay.   My quest ion 

was actual ly,  who is  making the payment  through Sergeant  

Nkosi?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  sa id I  do not  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  are you sure about  that?  Are you 

sure about  that  answer?  Because i t  seems inconsistent  

wi th  what  you have been saying ear l ie r,  because we have 
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been going around th is  i ssue about  other  people  making 

payments.   And my understanding is  that  ear l ier  you said 

you were aware of  o ther  people who made payments,  but  

you d id not  want  to  ment ion thei r  names.   So you are saying  

now that  you do not  know the  person who made the 

payment ,  but  you know that  the payment  condui t  was 

Sergeant  Nkosi?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  sa id I  d id  not  want  to  ment ion h is  

name,  but  now you said  I  have to  ment ion the name,  so I  

just  d id.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  but  you do not  know who 

Sergeant  Nkosi  is  paying the money on behal f  o f?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  sa id I  do not  know that .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  know.   I  am going to move 

off  that  par t i cu lar  l ine of  quest ion ing,  Commissioners,  

unless you have anyth ing.   But  not  off  the issue ent i re ly,  

because the quest ion of  the at tempted murder charge,  you 

say that  the deve lopments of  that  case have got  to  do wi th 

th is  in te ract ion that  you had wi th General  Mkhwanazi .   Have 

I  understood you correct ly?  That  th is  meet ing you th ink,  

sparked a campaign against  you,  in  other  words?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And why is  i t  that  you say that ,  f i rs t  o f  

a l l?   Why do you say that?   

MR MATLALA :    Because I  just  found out  af ter  that  he even 
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ment ioned that  he,  I  th ink he was in  –  I  do not  know 

whether  i t  was Ad Hoc or  here at  the commit tee tha t  af ter  I  

le f t  h is  p lace,  I  went  to ,  I  do not  know to whom, and then I  

spoke about  my meet ing wi th h im.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  see.   So i t  was your,  i t  was not  

actual ly  th is  meet ing then,  i t  was your ev idence in  Ad Hoc?   

MR MATLALA :    Not  my evidence.   I  am saying I  do not  

remember whether  he gave evidence in  Ad Hoc or  here,  but  

there is  some way I  read in  th is .   I  th ink i t  is  Ad Hoc,  yes,  

where he said af ter  I  le f t  h is  p lace,  he heard,  I  do not  know 

f rom whom, that  I  was te l l ing,  I  do not  know who,  but  

because he d id not  ment ion names,  that  I  have ment ioned 

my meet ing,  the meet ing that  I  had wi th h im,  and then I  

twisted the story.    

 So I  th ink,  I  do no t  know,  I  am jus t  now assuming 

that  I  am th ink ing  that  there is  someone who said,  to ld  h im 

something which is  not  what  I  th ink,  but  I  d id  not  get  an  

opportuni ty  anyway to expla in that  to  h im,  but  obviously 

someone to ld h im something which  is  d i f ferent  f rom what  I  

know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And you say he said th is  when he 

was g iv ing evidence ? 

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink i t  was Ad Hoc Commit tee,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink I  might  be able to  f ind the  

reference.   Give me a moment ,  p lease.   Okay.   Whi le  we 
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look for  i t ,  you are the one that  in t roduced the topic  of  your  

at tempted murder  charge at  th is  meet ing at  the Pear ls ,  is  

that  not  so?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  i t  is  not .   I  d id  not  even know that  I  

had a charge.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  know about  i t?    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So on the same page,  228,  

where General  Mkhwanazi  says,  i f  I  can just  take you,  i t  is  

two paragraphs f rom the bot tom.   He says:  

“So I  take note of  a l l  o f  these th ings. ”  

So now th is  is  the paragraph immediate ly af te r  the Motsumi 

and the payments and a l l  o f  that .   And what  General  

Mkhwanazi  says :  

“So I  take note of  a l l  o f  these th ings ,  and 

then he asked one th ing,  but  the  other  

one was just  a  comment ,  which I  could  

not  do much about .   The f i rs t  one was I  

have got  th is  cont ract .   I  have got  so 

many people I  should be paying,  but  I  

have not  paid ,  but  the pol ice are not  

p lac ing an order.   Can you get  General  

Nkhuoa to meet  up wi th me so we can 

d iscuss and get  to  hear what  the  issue 

is?  And I  sa id  I  wi l l  ta lk  to  General  
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Nkhuoa,  but  I  do not  know anyth ing about  

the cont ract ,  but  I  wi l l  ta lk  to  her.   The 

feedback wi l l  come to Senona.   That  is  

one.   Two,  what  is  the next  th ing?  The 

next  th ing is  that  I  hear  that  there  is  an 

invest igat ion in  Gauteng in to the  

at tempted murder of  h is  ex -g i r l f r iend.   

What  is  happening on that?  I  sa id,  no,  

do not  ask me that  quest ion.   I  am not  in  

Gauteng.   I  am here.   I  cannot  even 

answer any quest ion.   I f  you have issues 

wi th i t ,  General  Snowden is  your  brother. ”  

I  do not  th ink that  is  meant  to  be Snowden.   The only  

Snowden I  know is  an Amer ican wh ist leb lower.   Maybe i t  i s  

Senona.   General  Senona is  your  brother,  because we know 

you have a l ready descr ibed h im as your brother :  

“Let  us ta lk  to  General  Khumalo and 

establ ish what  the issue is . ”  

Now,  what  General  Mkhwanazi  is  saying here is  that  you 

asked h im about  th is  invest igat ion in  Gauteng in to the  

at tempted murder of  your  ex -g i r l f r iend.   Is  he not  being 

t ruthfu l  here when he says th is?   

MR MATLALA :    Thanks,  Advocate Hassim.   Fi rs t  o f  a l l ,  

what  he said to  me,  even h imsel f ,  I  th ink they d id not  g ive 

h im fu l l  in fo rmat ion  because he said to  me my g i r l f r iend 
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f rom Limpopo.   So I  sa id,  no,  which one?  And then he said 

the one that  she was an act ress in  M uvhango.   Then I  knew 

that  he was ta lk ing about  the one in  Gauteng,  not  L impopo.  

 So i t  cannot  be that  I  to ld  h im about  that .   So i t  i s  

h im who said to  me the  warrant  now at  th is  stage,  i t  is  not  

being s igned even by the Magis t rate.   I t  has on ly been 

s igned by the prosecutor.   A f ter  whatever,  I  do not  k now 

who to ld h im,  I  do not  know what ,  and then that  war rant  

u l t imate ly went ,  and then i t  was s igned by the Magist rate  

now.    

 But  he to ld me that  at  th is  stage,  i t  was only s igned 

by the prosecutor.   So I  d id  not  know that  there  was a 

warrant  that  was standing up.   I  would not  even go and 

conf ront  h im.   For  me,  I  would th ink that  he  might  even 

ar rest  me.   So i f  I  knew that ,  okay,  there was a warrant  that  

he had,  the f i rs t  th ing that  I  was going to do is  just  to  hand 

mysel f  over  to  the pol ice.   So I  would no t  want  to  d iscuss 

something that  I  know i t  would not  benef i t  me wi th anyth ing.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are conf i rming that  he was not  

being t ruthfu l  when he said th is?   

MR MATLALA :    Not  being –  I  do not  know,  I  am not  saying 

he was not  being t ruthfu l ,  maybe he is  confusing the  facts.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you are not  saying he is  not  

being t ruthfu l ,  bu t  you say maybe he is  confused.   And you 

say that  you d id  not  ask h im,  that  is  what  you are real l y  
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t ry ing to say,  you d id not  ask h im about  the at temp ted 

murder invest igat ion.    

MR MATLALA :    I  d id  not  know that  i t  ex is ted by then.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  do you know when the 

warrant  was s igned?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  know.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    When was i t  s igned?   

MR MATLALA :    On the 13 t h  o f  May 2025.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MR MATLALA :    A day before I  was ar rested.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The day before you were ar rested,  yes.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So on the issue of  the  –  wel l ,  no,  

le t  me not  go there because I  know you are not  g oing to 

answer about  the  cont ract .   Let  me go back to the quest ion 

of  the Nangy wh ich we d id not  c lose,  that  Nangy  docket  

which we spoke about .   Now,  the  Nangy issue came up in  

the meet ing at  the Pear ls ,  r ight?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you convey,  i f  I  understood your  

ev idence ear l ie r,  you had not  yet  met  wi th Mr  Nangy.    

MR MATLALA :    By then,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    By then?  

MR MATLALA :    yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You had not  yet  met  wi th h im ?   
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MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you undertook to speak to Mr  Nangy 

to encourage h im to wi thdraw the charges,  to  wi thdraw the 

compla int ,  ra ther.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    But  before that ,  I  expla ined to  Mr  Senona,  

before we even went  to  h im,  that  my wi fe and Mr  Nangy 's  

wi fe are very c lose because the k ids go to the same school .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you subsequent ly  went  to  speak to  

Mr Nangy,  and I  suppose,  I  th ink you said you do not  recal l  

when?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do not  recal l  when,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry.   Why would you be d iscussing Mr  

Nangy?  Before General  Mkhwanazi 's  meet ing and,  in  fact ,  

even before you get  these documents,  why would you be 

d iscussing Mr  Nangy wi th General  Senona?   

MR MATLALA :    I  expla ined that  ear l ie r,  Commissioner,  that  

he to ld me that  they wanted help to  convince Mr  Nangy to  

wi thdraw the charges.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  my quest ion is ,  fo r  h im to speak t o  

you about  Mr  Nangy,  he must  know something about  your  

re lat ionship or  your  in teract ions or  your  deal ings wi th Mr  

Nangy,  because otherwise there is  no explanat ion  why he 

even star ts  the conversat ion wi th you about  Mr  Nangy and 

not  anyone e lse in  your  complex or  anyone e lse down your 

road.   So what  is  i t  that  g ives h im an in ,  in to d iscussing Mr  

Nangy wi th you?   

MR MATLALA :    He is  the one who arrested –  not  h im 

personal ly,  but  h is  team , and then they ar rested h im in the  

same estate that  I  l ive in .   And the n he asked me i f  I  know 

him,  because that  day there was a lo t  o f  po l i ce  in  that  

estate ,  and I  to ld  h im that  I  do not  know him,  but  I  know,  my 

wi fe knows h is wi fe.   So I  wi l l  ask through my wi fe and then 

I  got  to  know Mr  Nangy.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ms Hassim,  d id General  Senona  not  

say when he found out  that  Mr Mat la la was neighbours wi th  

a suspected k idnapper,  he wanted to warn Mr Mat la la  

because he is  h is  f r iend?  Sorry.   Yes,  Mr Mat la la.   Was that  

not  h is  ev idence?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  that  was h is ev idence.   Before we 

go there,  Commissioner Khumalo ,  I  just  want  c la r i ty  in  

response to the quest ion that  Commissioner Baloy i  asked 

when you said i t  was h is team that  d id th is  a rrest .   Whose 
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team?   

MR MATLALA :    Mr Senona.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Senona 's team.  Okay.   Commissioner  

Khumalo ,  do you have a quest ion about  –  I  mean,  you can 

go there.   I  am also going to get  there at  some point ,  but  I  

am happy fo r  you to do i t .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  th ink rather  you deal  wi th  i t ,  

because I  just  saw the t ranscr ip t  that  you were in  fact  

leading that  ev idence,  so I  am going to leave that  to  you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  have the  t ranscr ip t ,  that  

par t icu lar  reference,  wi th  me now.   So i f  you have the 

reference and wish to go there,  that  is  f ine,  but  e i ther  way.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  I  am not  sure i f  you are able to  

comment ,  Mr Mat la la,  but  General  Senona in  h is  ev idence,  

when we asked h im why he shared the  Nangy doss ier  wi th  

you,  he said because you were c lose,  and he had jus t  found 

out  that  a  known k idnapper i s  l i v ing in  the same complex as 

you,  and he wanted to warn you as h is f r iend about  h im,  so 

that  you watch yoursel f  and your k ids,  I  suppose.   Did you 

know anyth ing about  that?   

MR MATLALA :    And then the documents that  he sent  me?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   The compla int  w i th  the  

…[intervenes] .  

MR MATLALA :    I t  was . . . [ ind ist inct ]  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  has Mr  Nangy 's charge sheet ,  i t  
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has h is ID numbers,  i t  has the compla int  against  the s ix  

pol i cemen who immediate ly ar rested h im or  harassed h im?   

MR MATLALA :    Are you saying the documents he sent  me 

because as a warning?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.    

MR MATLALA :    I  d id  not  know that ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did he have that  d iscussion wi th you 

when he sent  you those documents?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  no.   What  I  know that  he asked me,  but  

obviously I  knew that  a rrest ,  when i t  happened,  i t  is  in  the 

estate,  I  th ink everybody knew about  i t .   So he asked me,  I  

sa id,  yes,  I  know him,  obviously  the school  i s  the same 

school  as my son and h is son.   Then I  sa id th rough my wi fe ,  

I  can ask that .   So that  i s  what  I  know.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So the only  issue he d iscussed wi th 

you in  re lat ion to  Mr  Nangy was,  do you know him?  Can 

you ta lk  to  h im about  the compla int  against  the other 

pol i cemen?   

MR MATLALA :    I t  was about  to  wi thdraw the charges.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you say that  i s  why he sent  you 

these documents ,  in  your  understanding.   He sent  the 

documents because he wanted  –  he was g iv ing you th is  
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in format ion so tha t  you could speak to Mr  Nangy.    

MR MATLALA :    About  the?  Not  about  the warning.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  no,  no,  to  drop the charge,  to  drop 

the compla int  against  General  Mkhwanazi  and others.   

Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can I  put  a  d i f ferent  proposi t ion to you ?  

That  i t  was not  p rovided to you to  request  you to speak to 

h im to wi thdraw the charges against  General  Mkhwanazi ,  

but  i t  i s  to  request  that  he wi thdraws the  charges against  

General  Senona 's  team.   

MR MATLALA :    His team, yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MR MATLALA :    Whose team?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    General  Senona's team.  I f  you want  to  

have a look,  we were looking at  i t  ear l ie r.   I t  is ,  oh gosh, 

Fi le  2.1.    

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink i t  is  th is  one.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 22 and 23.   Do you have i t?    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  have i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you wi l l  see who the compla int  

is  made against .   And on 22,  you w i l l  see that  i t  begins  wi th 

a Durban Metro Pol ice off icer,  and then i t  has a pr i vate 

ind iv idual  who works at  Vis ion Tact ica l .   Yaseen Theba,  who 

works at  Vis ion Tact ica l .   And then Yacoob Desai ,  a lso  

seems to be somebody who works  in  the secur i t y,  pr ivate  
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secur i t y  indust ry.   And then you have got  Capta in  Enoch,  

who is  wi th  DPCI KZN.   And then you have got  a constable  

f rom SAPS.   You have got  Colone l  Dawood f rom the Ant i -

K idnapping Uni t .   You have General  Mkhwanazi  as the 

Provincia l  Pol ice Commissioner.   And then another,  Colonel  

Deena Govender,  who is  wi th  the DPCI KZN.   So,  you wi l l  

see that  the Provincia l  Hawks members were involved in  

th is  arrest .   Right?  That  was General  Senona 's team.   

MR MATLALA :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  my propos i t ion to you is  that  the 

reason General  Senona sent  you these more than 200 

pages wi th a l l  o f  th is  conf ident ia l  in format ion is  to  t ry  to  get  

you to wi thdraw,  to  get  Mr  Nangy to wi thdraw the compla int  

against  h is  team.  That  i t  was not  actual ly  in  General  

Mkhwanazi 's  in terest  that  he was asking you to do th is  and 

sending you the documents,  but  in  h is  own in terests.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  but  I  would not  know that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  I  thought  you ment ioned 

ear l ie r  that  he spoke about  h is  team that  was involved.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    He d id not  say to you?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  but  he a lso ment ioned General  

Mkhwanazi .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  but  he d id not  say to you 

speci f ica l l y  anyth ing about  h is  team?   
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MR MATLALA :    No,  he ment ioned h is team, yes ,  and then 

he said he is  not  involved .   I t  h is  team and General  

Mkhwanazi .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   So,  when you met  then at  the 

Pear ls ,  remember  he sends th is  to  you 10 March,  now you 

meet  at  the Pear ls  15 Apr i l ,  d id  you understand f rom th is  

meet ing,  because you say you only  met  then wi th Mr  Nangy 

af ter  th is  meet ing ,  was th is  an understanding f rom you to be  

a quid pro quo fo r  General  Mkhwanazi  fac i l i ta t ing access to  

General  Nkhuoa for  you?   

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  understand Lat in .   What  is  quid  

pro quo?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was th is  in  exchange for  h im doing you 

a favour in  re lat ion to General  Nkhuoa,  that  you wou ld then 

ask Mr  Nangy to drop th is?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  assume that ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You thought  i t  was a quid pro  quo,  i t  

was a favour,  i t  was an exchange you were do ing fo r  

General  Mkhwanazi .   Is  that  what  you are saying?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  thought  so,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  when you spoke to Mr  Nangy,  what  

d id you say to Mr  Nangy?   

MR MATLALA :    I  expla ined to h im exact ly  to  wi thdraw the  

charges.   I  to ld  h im that  General  Senona is  very c lose to  

me,  so I  asked  h im to do th is  because General  Senona was 
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very concerned about  h is  team.  So,  I  was doing th is  on h is 

behal f ,  yes.   Because I  d id  not  know General  Mkhwanazi  

anyway,  so I  cou ld not  say he is  my f r iend or  something.   

So,  the only person who was c lose to me was General  

Senona.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  i f  I  unders tand you cor rect ly,  what  

you said  to  Mr  Nangy is  General  Senona is  c lose to  me,  my 

o lder  brother,  he is  very concerned about  h is  team, can you 

drop th is  compla int?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then what  d id Mr  Nangy say to you?   

MR MATLALA :    I  th ink he gave me two or  th ree days and 

then af ter  he came back he said to  me,  he can do i t  but  h is  

brother - in - law and h is other,  I  do not  know whether  he is  a 

f r iend or  an accuser or  whatever,  they refused to do  i t .   And 

I  to ld  that  to  General  Senona.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then you communica ted that  

re luctance to General  Senona,  is  that  not  so?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And how did you do that?   

MR MATLALA :    Say that  again?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    How?  How did you communica te i t  to 

h im?   

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  remember whether  I  ca l led or  I  

saw h im because I  saw h im a couple of  t imes ,  l ike I  
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ment ioned,  so I  do not  know whether  I  ca l led h im or  we met .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So in  your  Ad Hoc,  i f  I  could just  

jog your memory,  i t  is  a t  page 27 ,  Ad Hoc statements .   Page 

27.  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.   I  can see tha t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can see i t  on the screen .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   A l l  r ight ,  now i t  is  qui te  

smal l  and there are no l ine numbers,  so I  am going to t ry  to  

d i rect  you there.   I t  is  about  a th i rd of  the way up the  page.   

There is  an exchange between you and Mr Ar endse,  you see 

that ,  Advocate Arendse.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and he asks you th is  quest ion,  le t  

me know i f  you can f ind i t .   He says :  

“Then you say you communicated  

Nangy 's re luctance to L ieutenant  General  

Mkhwanazi  v ia  General  Senona . ”   

Do you see that?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you say :  

“Can you repeat  that? ”  

And then he reminds you :  

“ In the draf t  s tatement  you said you 

communicated i t  to  General  Senona . ”   
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You see that?   

MR MATLALA :    Of  course,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then he asks  you:  

“How did you do that ?”   

And you say :  

“ I  ca l led h im. ”  

And then Advocate Arendse conf i rms:  

“You cal led Senona to te l l  h im that  you 

spoke to  Nangy and he was not  

prepared?”  

And your answer to  that  i s  yes.   You see that?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  see that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you ca l led General  Senona.    

MR MATLALA :    Okay.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  i t  is  not  for  me to say okay,  you 

agree that  you cal led h im.  

MR MATLALA :    No,  yes,  I  ca l led,  yes,  I  can see now here 

f rom the t ranscr ip t  that  I  ca l led h im.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Now,  when General  Senona was 

here  before  th is  Commission,  he said,  and maybe we should 

go there,  i t  is  Fi le  2,  page 85.   You have got  i t?    

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  thought  I  wi l l  see i t  on the  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  see i t  on the screen th is  

s ide.  
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MR MATLALA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you have i t?    

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  f ine,  I  wi l l  check  i t  here .   No,  i t  is  f ine,  

i t  is  here,  ja .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You have got  i t ,  a l l  r ight .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So th is  was when General  

Senona was test i fy ing before the Commission on the  28 t h  o f  

January 2026.   And he says,  he  cont radicts you on th is  

point .   He says :  

“ I  never met  wi th  Mr Mat la la to  d iscuss 

the wi thdrawal  of  the case by Mr  Nangy.   

And even in  the  cal l s ,  when we were  

ta lk ing about  the cal l s ,  Mr Mat la la n ever 

in formed me about  th is . ”  

So he is  denying that  you cal led h im.   So is  he not  being 

t ruthfu l  here when he says that?   

MR MATLALA :    What  I  see here is  he is  saying that  he do 

not  have a recol lect ion of  that  th ing happening.   He do not  

recal l  i t .   So meaning maybe he might  have forgot ten that  I  

ca l led h im.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No.   No,  he  says th is  ca l l ,  i t  never  

happened.   Let  me just  f ind the l ine.   I f  you look one,  l ine 

…[intervenes] .  

MR MATLALA :    I  wi l l  g ive you l ine  10 …[ intervenes] .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    21.  

MR MATLALA :    Okay,  21.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the f i rs t  I  took you to where he says,  

I  never met  wi th Mr Mat la la to  d iscuss th is  Nangy th ing.   So 

he denies one,  he ever  d iscussed i t  wi th  you.   He denies 

two,  that  you cal led h im.   And i f  you look at  21,  he says :  

“This ca l l ,  i t  never  happened wi th th is  

d iscussion.   I t  d id  not  happen. ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He a lso says he d id not  even hear the 

d iscussion in  the meet ing of  the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.    

MR MATLALA :    Maybe because he was dr ink ing  whisky,  he  

was a b i t  t ipsy.   I  do not  know,  but  I  see here he is  saying,  I  

do not  deny that  i t  d id  not  happen,  but  I  do not  remember i t .   

So I  do not  know whether  he forgot  or  something  because 

he was busy wi th  h is  whisky.   But  anyway,  I  d id  not  te l l  h im 

on the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l .   I t  was af te r  tha t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me just  c lar i fy.   So on the  15 t h  o f  

Apr i l ,  what  he is  saying is  you d id not  d iscuss i t .   That  i s  a  

separate point  f rom the cal l  …[intervenes] .   

MR MATLALA :    Okay.   On the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  he is  saying we 

d id not  d iscuss what?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    The Nangy issue.    

MR MATLALA :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  we wi l l  deal  wi th  that .    
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MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  my quest ion to you is ,  he a lso says 

that  you never ca l led h im to te l l  h im the outcome of  your  

conversat ion wi th  Mr  Nangy.  

MR MATLALA :    Can you go to our  chats?  Maybe we wi l l  

check our  chats.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  you know,  we can go th rough your  

chats,  but  we see qui te  a number of  ca l l s  between you and 

General  Senona,  but  we obviously wi l l  not  know what  you 

d iscuss in  the cal l s .  

MR MATLALA :    But  he asked me for  something,  and then 

he is  someone that  I  take as my b ig brother.   There was no 

way that  I  would just  leave h im in the dark.   I  expla ined that  

to  h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .  

MR MATLALA :    He knows i t  very wel l .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you d id ca l l  h im,  and you d id expla in  

what  your  conversat ion was wi th …[intervenes] .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   On the  15 t h  o f  Apr i l  issue,  you 

said he was dr ink ing  whisky.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  can you just  expla in to  us th is?  

Because I  do not  know,  how long was th is  meet ing?   

MR MATLALA :    Not  more than an hour.    



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 176  o f  187  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Not  more than an hour?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  would say yes.   An hour max,  I  would 

say.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    An hour max.   So,  and when he was 

dr ink ing whisky,  where was he?   

MR MATLALA :    He was not  fa r.   That  p lace is  smal l .   He 

was not  fa r  f rom us.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   So,  he was having h is  whisky,  

and he could hear what  the conversat ion was because i t  

was a smal l  p lace.  

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  a  very smal l  p lace,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So he could hear?   

MR MATLALA :    I f  you want ,  ja ,  you can hear.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Al l  r ight ,  and …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    In  fact ,  on  that ,  but  I  do  not  have the  

r ight  p lace now.   But  where we were ear l ie r,  on General  

Mkhwanazi 's  test imony at  the Ad Hoc Commit tee ,  where you 

were refer red to ,  even though that  par t  was not  read,  

General  Mkhwanazi  a lso makes the point  you hav e just  

made,  that  the space where you were is  very smal l ,  even i f  

someone is  where the k i t chen or  k i tchenet te is ,  and where 

the d in ing room area is ,  where the  couch is ,  he  says a  

person,  wherever  they were in  tha t  space,  they were wi th in  

earshot  and they would have heard everyth ing that  was 

being d iscussed.   You conf i rm that?  That  is  my 
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understanding.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and that  is  f ine,  thank you .   I  am 

going to leave that  top ic.   In  your  conversa t ions wi th 

General  Senona,  we see that  you share a lo t  o f  in fo rmat ion.   

There is  another  batch of  in fo rmat ion that  he shared wi th 

you that  I  would l i ke to  take you to ,  and that  was around the 

13 t h  o f  Apr i l .   So,  i f  we could just  go to Fi le  2,  page 11?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  i t  the same F i le  2?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  I  wanted to f ind out  whether  i t  is  11 

below the yel low tab,  or  11  above that ,  because there are  

two 11s.   In  fact ,  there are two of  everyth ing.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  a f ter  the yel low tab.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A f ter,  a l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  that  is  page 11,  and i f  you see at  

the bot tom of  that  page,  and th is  i s  13 Apr i l  2025,  there is  a 

document  that  is  sent  to  you.   I t  is  ca l led Annexure SEN3,  

and then there is  another  document  sent  to  you at  exact ly  

the same t ime.   I t  is  ca l led Memo Biz Traces,  and i t  is  

Annexure SEN4.   And then,  over  the page to page 12,  you 

wi l l  see another  document  sent  to  you,  SEN5.   And i f  you 

look at  the t imestamps,  they a l l  have 16 :32.   They are  

l i tera l l y  de l i vered spl i t  seconds apart ,  so you sent  them as 

one batch,  these three annexures to General  Senona,  okay?  
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Do you see that?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Is  there anyth ing you want  to  

comment  on at  th is  point  on these annexures before I  go 

there?   

MR MATLALA :    I  do not ,  maybe i f  you can open them.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  f ine.  

MR MATLALA :    I  do not  know what  i t  is .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  f ine.   So,  SEN3 is  at  page 17 of  

that  bundle.   Do you have i t?    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    This looks l i ke a company search fo r  the 

Senzo and Thembeka Mchunu Foundat ion .   Do you agree?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  agree.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  has the  usual  in fo rmat ion on i t ,  

when you do a company search.   So,  why d id you send th is  

to  General  Senona?   

MR MATLALA :    This th ing is  forwarded.   I  received i t  f rom 

someone e lse,  and he said I  might  send i t  to  h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Who d id you receive i t  f rom?   

MR MATLALA :    From a guy cal led Calv in.   He is  a  forensic  

invest igator.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  is  Calv in 's  surname?   

MR MATLALA :    Rafadi .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Calv in Rafadi  sent  i t  to  you?   
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MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he asked you to send i t  to  General  

Senona,  i s  that  what  you are saying?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  he was apply ing fo r  a job,  so  he said  

he wanted to impress General  Senona to show h im that  

there is  a couple  of  th ings that  he has been invest igat ing,  

so th is  was one o f  them.  So,  I  th ink i t  is  a  couple of  th ings 

that  I  have sent  to  General  Senona f rom Calv in,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.   So,  he sa id that  these are  th ings 

that  he is  invest igat ing and he wants to  impress General  

Senona,  so he wants you to forward these th ings to General  

Senona,  to  show General  Senona what  he is  busy w i th.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  that  wou ld mean that  one of  the  

th ings he was invest igat ing was the Senzo and Thembeka 

Mchunu Foundat ion .  

MR MATLALA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   SEN4,  i t  is  a t  page 22.   So,  

th is  is  a memo,  and the subjec t  of  the memo is  the 

conf ident ia l  in format ion concern ing the Honourable  Ident i ty  

of  the President ,  and then he inc ludes in format ion and 

ident i ty  numbers  of  President  Cyr i l  Ramaphosa.   You see 

that?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  th is  was a lso something  that  Mr 



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 180  o f  187  

 

 

Rafadi  was invest igat ing?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And do you know anyth ing about  th is  

invest igat ion?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  was just  fo rwarding these th ings.   I  

do not  know anyth ing about  them.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you have a look at  these documents  

when he sent  i t?    

MR MATLALA :    I  wi l l  just  forward.   I  d id  not  have t ime to 

check documents.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you d id not  read i t?    

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  d id  not .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then i f  –  there should be one more.   

SEN5,  i t  is  a t  page 26 ,  and that  i s  a newspaper ar t ic le  and 

i t  concerns reported corrupt ion in  the Rustenburg  

Munic ipal i ty.   So,  I  presume your answer here wi l l  be a lso  

that  th is  is  something that  Mr Rafadi  was involved in .    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  th ink i f  you can go t o my cel l  phone,  

you wi l l  see that  a l l  o f  these th ings are f rom him.   They 

were just  forwarding them.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  d id  you read th is?  You d id 

not  read th is  e i ther,  th is  document?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  I  just  forwarded i t  to  Mr Senona.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and when you forwarded i t  to 

General  Senona,  what  d id you say to h im?   



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 181  o f  187  

 

 

MR MATLALA :    Every t ime I  forward them, I  te l l  h im that  I  

am sending you s tuff  f rom Calv in,  but  by then he knew that  

th is  guy wanted people.   He even appl ied for  the  nat ional  –  

because actual ly  he appl ied fo r,  what  is  i t?   To be head of  

DPCI  nat ional ly,  but  he thought  because he is  not  f rom law 

enforcement ,  he d id not  have that  hope that  he wi l l  get  that  

opportuni ty,  but  he thought  maybe i f  General  Senona can 

get  i t ,  because even General  Senona appl ied for  that ,  

maybe General  Senona can squeeze h im to the provinc ia l  

post  maybe.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you are say ing General  Senona had 

appl ied for  the posi t ion of  the Head of  the Hawks,  nat ional  

head?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And Mr Rafadi  …[intervenes] .  

MR MATLALA :    He a lso appl ied a lso.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    A lso appl ied  for  Head of  the Hawks 

nat ional ly?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  he was not  conf ident  of  h is  chances 

of  h is  appl icat ion succeeding.   So,  he wanted General  

Senona to assist  h im wi th some other  posi t ion in  the Hawks.    

MR MATLALA :    Yes.   I f  he gets tha t  posi t ion,  maybe he can 

h i re .   Because of  what  he is  doing ,  maybe he can h i re h im 

somewhere.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and are you c lose to Mr Rafadi?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  am.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  i s  your  re lat ionship?  What  is  the  

nature of  your  re lat ionship?   

MR MATLALA :    Mr Rafadi  actual ly  i s  someone tha t  I  was 

supposed to h i re in  my company,  but  for  forensic  

invest igat ions ,  bu t  he was fu r ther ing studies,  and I  was a lso  

help ing h im to pay fo r  h is  studies,  so that  at  least  I  know 

that  when I  h i re  h im,  he  wi l l  be  an asset .   But  at  some 

point ,  he was h i red by –  he was the researcher f rom UJ.   

UJ?  I  th ink i t  is  UJ  or  Feds.   I  forgot  between the two,  yes ,  

but  he was a cr iminal  researcher  for  cr ime or  something 

there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and how did you f i rs t  meet  h im?   

MR MATLALA :    Calv in?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MR MATLALA :    We are f rom the same –  he is  f rom –  I  have 

known h im f rom a  long,  long t ime ago.   Maybe more than 25 

years,  30 years.   I  have known h im f rom a long,  long t ime 

ago.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and so do you meet  h im 

regular ly?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  d id .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And do you st i l l  meet  Mr Rafadi?   

MR MATLALA :    Unfor tunate ly,  I  cannot .    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Up unt i l  your  a r rest?   

MR MATLALA :    Maybe in  my dreams,  I  meet  h im 

somet imes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Up unt i l  your  ar rest ,  you had a 

re lat ionship wi th h im?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  d id  not  end at  some point?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  i t  d id  not .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Okay.   There is  one other  i ssue 

that  arose,  again,  in  re lat ion to the  evidence.   I  th ink i t  was 

in  the Ad Hoc by General  Mkhwanazi ,  where he says that  

General  Senona sa id to  h im that  he was involved in  some 

Lesotho pro ject ,  or  there was an in terest  that  you and 

General  Senona had in  a pro ject  in  Lesotho that  had to do 

wi th secur i ty  serv ices  and that  he was in terested in  tak ing  

up a posi t ion  in  th is  p ro ject  o r  a posi t ion  in  your  company  

and that  he was consider ing even resigning  f rom the SAPS 

in order  to  take up th is  posi t ion.   Do you know about  th is?  

What  i s  your  comment  on that?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  I  do know about  i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Can you te l l  us about  tha t?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  i t  was,  I  would not  say president ia l  

protect ion because he is  Pr ime Min ister  in  Lesotho.   So,  I  

reg istered a company in  Lesotho for  VIP protect ion  for  the 

Pr ime Min ister,  and so I  was –  okay.   I  was in  negot ia t ions 
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wi th  them to offer  secur i ty  serv ices for  the  Pr ime Min ister  in  

Lesotho.   A VIP –  le t  us just  say president ia l ,  same as 

president ia l  protect ion,  but  because there is  a Pr ime 

Min ister  that  s ide .   So,  that  i s  when General  Senona wanted 

to a lso come on board.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  posi t ion would he have held i f  

he came on board?   

MR MATLALA :    He wi l l  choose whatever I  want .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and when was th is  to  take p lace,  

the pro ject?   

MR MATLALA :    The dates I  forgot .   The dates I  forgot .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  do you have the company?  Is  i t  up 

and running?   

MR MATLALA :    I t  is  the company I  have registered,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  but  has General  Senona had 

anyth ing to do wi th the company s ince then?  I  mean,  he d id  

not ,  as I  understand,  he d id not  take  up th is  because he 

decided not  to  ret i re .    

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  that  is  t rue.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    To see h is  serv ice through to the end 

and then to take up a posi t ion af ter  that .   So,  there is  not  

been any engagement  wi th General  Senona and th is  

company,  o r  has there?   

MR MATLALA :    Just  fo r  c la r i ty,  p lease ,  can you p lease 

repeat  that  quest ion?   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me te l l  you that .   Let  me put  i t  th is 

way.   What  engagement  has General  Senona had wi th th is  

company?  Has he done any work for  the company?  Has he 

been paid by the  company in  any way?  Has the company 

provided serv ices to h im in  any way?  Benef i ts  to  h im in  any 

way?   

MR MATLALA :    No.   He was not  even h i red.   He was 

consider ing to.   So,  there was noth ing that  happened.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  noth ing fu r ther  took p lace?   

MR MATLALA :    Yes,  noth ing.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    From the Lesotho  company?   

MR MATLALA :    No,  noth ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Thank you.   Chai r,  I  have not iced 

i t  is  16:15.   This ,  for  me,  i s  a convenient  t ime to take a  

pause,  but  I  have not  reached the end of  my quest ion ing of  

Mr Mat la la.   So,  we wi l l  have to  return.   I  ask that  Mr  

Mat la la remains under subpoena and to return on a  date to  

be agreed.   We would have to d iscuss i t  wi th  Ms van den 

Heever.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  an order,  Ms van den Heever,  

especia l l y  i f  the  date is  one to be arranged between 

counsel?  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    Chai rperson,  the date wi l l  have 

to be d iscussed.   The issue is  we are now return ing on 

Monday …[intervenes] .  



   26 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 167 
 

Page 186  o f  187  

 

 

CHAIRPERSON :    To the t r ia l .  

ADV VAN DEN HEEVER :    As you know,  to  th is  t r ia l ,  and we 

need to focus on th is  t r ia l .   So,  I  do not  know when your  

last  date is ,  by you I  mean the Commission 's last  date ,  but  

at  th is  point  in  t ime,  fo r  the foreseeable fu ture,  th is  is  where 

we are going to be busy doing the t r ia l .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us just  leave i t  a t  that  for  now.   We 

wi l l  see what  comes out  of  the f lush ,  so to speak.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    We wi l l  d iscuss i t ,  Chai r,  and come to 

an ar rangement .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Mat la la,  the hear ing of  your  tes t imony 

is  postponed to a date to  be determined.   Let  us  adjourn  

and resume at  09:30 tomorrow.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  Chai r.    

HEARING POSTPONED TO 27 AUGUST 2026  

HEARING ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 

 


