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PROCEEDINGS ON 28 AUGUST 2026  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Mr Chaskalson.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Morning ,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you p lease p lace,  may lead,  lead 

Counsel  p lease p lace themselves on record ?   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Good morning,  Chai rperson.   Good 

morning,  Commissioner Baloyi .   Good morning,  

Commissioner  Khumalo.   [microphone of f ]   I  suppose I  

bet te r  s tar t  again.   Good morning,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   10 

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Good morning,  Commissioner  Baloyi .   

Good morning,  Commissioner Khumalo .   My name is  Sean 

Abrahams and I  am represent ing Mr S ibanyoni .   I  am not  

a lone today.   I  am wi th my learned f r iend,  Ms Mpat i  Qofa 

Lebakeng.   I  am also wi th Mr Swel ih le Mfeka.   I  th ink he is  

s i t t ing d i rect ly  behind me.   And then our  inst ruct ing at torney 

is  Mr Mpoke Magane f rom the law f i rm Mpoke PK  Magane 

At torneys Incorporated .   And,  of  course,  we have one of  the 

other  at torneys present  as wel l ,  Mr Wesley Manyaka.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Abrahams,  and good 20 

morning to you too .   Good morning,  Mr S ibanyoni .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Good morning to you too,  Chai rman.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you .   Must  I  administer  

the oath r ight  away or  a re there any pre l iminar ies ?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Chai r ,  there is  a pre l iminary 
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issue of  postponement  af ter  today.   Mr S ibanyoni  i s  

appear ing in  the Delmas Regional  Court  on Tue sday  and h is 

legal  team asked that  they might  have Monday fo r  

preparat ion .   That  seemed a per fec t ly  fa i r  request  to  us  and 

so what  we have agreed is  that  Mr S ibanyoni  wi l l  address 

h is  wi tness statement  today .   The quest ion ing wi l l  rea l l y  be 

just  to  ampl i fy  and e laborate on cer ta in statements that  he  

makes but  wi l l  not  be in t rus ive quest ion ing .   And then he 

wi l l  be postponed at  the end of  the day.    

 Mr Abrahams and I  had chat ted about  a  10 

postponement  to ,  and I  have lost  my date,  I  th ink i t  was 21 s t  

o f  September ,  but ,  and that  cer ta in ly  su i ts  the Evidence 

Leaders and Mr Abrahams,  and obv iously  the postponement  

is  in  the hands of  the Commission ,  but  f rom our s ides,  both 

of  our  s ides,  i t  is  agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  but  le t  us,  p lease remind us r ight  at  

the end to postpone at  that  s tage .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Indeed.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much.   Mr S ibanyoni ,  

p lease p lace your  fu l l  names on record .   20 

MR SIBANYONI :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   My name is  

Johannes Madoda Sibanyoni .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi l l  you be swear ing or  af f i rming?  

MR SIBANYONI :    I  am sorry?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi l l  you be swear ing or  af f i rming ?   
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MR SIBANYONI :    Swear ing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ruth .   I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r igh t  hand and say,  “So help 

me God ” .  

MR SIBANYONI :    So help me God.  

JOHANNES MADODA SIBANYONI    (du ly sworn states)  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Yes,  Mr Chaskalson.   

EXAMINATION-IN-CHIEF BY ADV CHASKALSON SC :    

Thank you,  Chai r ,  and good morning,  Mr S ibanyoni .   10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Top of  the morning .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Mr S ibanyoni ,  you have g iven us 

a very lengthy statement .   I  understand f rom Mr Abrahams 

that  there are a number of  issues that  you would jus t  l ike to  

correct  in  that  s tatement  before I  ask you to conf i rm i t .   So 

can you take me through anyth ing that  you want  to  correct  

or  change in  the s tatement  before I  ask you to conf i rm i t ?    

MR SIBANYONI :    Thank you so much .   The f i rs t  one wi l l  be 

in  paragraph 150,  where i t  says  …[intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  can you g ive 20 

us  a page number as wel l  so that  we can just  get  there 

quicker?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Wi th me here,  I  have just  jo t ted i t  down 

in  terms of  paragraphs.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No problem.   I  have got  page 
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…[indist inct ] .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  in  that  one,  a l l  I  wanted to c la r i fy  was 

me f i rs t  meet ing General  Mkhwanazi .   That  was in  the year  

2020.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    2020? 

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   And the res t  of  that  

paragraph remains  untouched.   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    That  is  just  the date .   Anyth ing 10 

e lse?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Mr Chaskalson,  i f  you look at  

paragraph 151,  would that  then not  requi re an amendment  

as wel l?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Paragraph 151? 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  in  the f i rs t  l ine.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Which one?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  the f i rs t  l ine …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing]  at tempt .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You say,  so  151,  “The context  and 20 

purpose ” .   You say:  

 “The meet ing took p lace in  the  per iod 

fo l lowing the death of  Mr Msib i  in  2024. ”  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  that  is  the second one.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then …[ intervenes] .  
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MR SIBANYONI :    That  one is  cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So that  would be a  second 

meet ing wi th L ieu tenant  General  Mkhwanazi .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  wi l l  be a second …[ incomplete] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then can we a lso change in  

paragraph 150,  because the f i rs t  sentence says :  

 “ I  met  L ieutenant  General  Nhlanhla  10 

Mkhwanazi  on a s ingle occasion . ”  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So you have met  twice .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  we have met  twice .   

CHAIRPERSON :    So do we delete “on a s ingle occasion ”    

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  we change the f i rs t  one  tha t  says,  

that  is  a t  paragraph 150,  I  met ,  the f i rs t  t ime I  met  h im was 

in  2020.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  th is  i s  s t i l l  confusing.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i t  would read,  i t  should read :  20 

 “ I  met  L ieutenant  General  Nhlanhla  

Mkhwanazi  for  the f i rs t  t ime …”  

[ in tervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Sure.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    - :  
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 “Around Apr i l  2020. ”  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then 151 would be the second or  

would i t  be the last  encounter ?  Did you meet  h im between 

2020 and 2024?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So 2024 re ferred to in  151 would be 

the last  t ime you met  h im.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Anyth ing e lse to cor rect ,  Mr 

S ibanyoni?  

MR SIBANYONI :    And then,  then we go to paragraph 220,  

that  is  page 75.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And the correct ion?  

MR SIBANYONI :    The cor rect ion is  p lease remove the f i rs t  

sentence at  a l l ,  which means we are going to star t  f rom “ i n  

the per iod fo l lowing ” .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Noted.   20 

MR SIBANYONI :    Then the th i rd one wi l l  be 221,  paragraph 

221.   We replace the name of  S indane wi th President  Abn a 

Tsebe.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  p lease repeat  the name .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Abnar Tsebe.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Tsebe?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   

CHAIRPERSON :    T-S-E-B-E.   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And we replace that  twice ,  twice  

in  that  paragraph .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And is  there anyth ing e lse?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no thanks .   10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    I  th ink wi th your leave,  Chai rperson,  I  

th ink there is  one more paragraph,  paragraph 225.   In  the 

f i rs t  l ine,  the name Sindane a lso needs to be redacted and 

subst i tu ted wi th the name Tsebe .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you agree ,  Mr  S ibanyoni?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  do we then do wi th 226,  the 

second sentence ,  does i t  remain?  20 

ADV ABRAHAMS :   Thank you fo r  asking that ,  

Commissioner.   I t  does indeed remain .   I t  has no bear ing on 

the previous paragraph .   In  fact ,  i t  is  a  d i rect  response to 

the main quest ion .    

CHAIRPERSON :    You said that  was a l l ,  Mr S ibanyon i?  
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MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  Commissioner .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Yes,  Mr Chaskalson?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  can I  ask  

you to go to paragraph 82 and just  conf i rm that  that  is  your  

s ignature at  the end of  the statement ?  Sorry,  page 82,  not  

paragraph 82.   

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.   Yes,  i t  is .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And subject  to  the cor rect ions 

that  you have jus t  asked us to make,  can you conf i rm that  

what  you say in  the statement  i s  cor rect ?  10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   Now,  your legal  

representat ives have d iscussed wi th me the sect ion of  your  

statement  f rom pages 1 to 15 that  deals wi th the  

correspondence between yoursel f  and the Commiss ion  and 

your reservat ion of  r ights that  is  recorded there .   And by 

agreement  wi th your legal  representat ives,  I  am going to 

note your reservat ion of  r ights as recorded there,  but  we 

are going to star t  leading your ev idence f rom page 15,  

which is  where  you speak to your  personal  background and 20 

professional  l i fe .   And can I  ask you then to ,  wel l ,  the f i rs t  

sect ion that  you speak to i s  your  personal  background and 

professional  l i fe ,  and maybe i f  I  can ask you to read 

paragraph 23,  which descr ibes where  you come f rom  and 

…[intervenes] .  
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MR SIBANYONI :    Page 15? 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Page 15,  paragraph 23 .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Are we not  f l ight ing?  Thank you,  thank 

you.   P lease do not  read the address in to the record .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps you may just  …[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ment ion,  you may ment ion the d ist r i c t .   I  

do not  th ink there  is  a problem wi th  that .   Thank you.   

MR SIBANYONI :    Can I  s ta r t ,  Commissioner?  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    P lease do.   And in  fact ,  i f  you 

could just  keep reading.   I  have got  noth ing that  I  want  to  

probe or  c lar i f y  beyond,  you know,  f rom paragraphs 23 to  

32.   So i f  you would  l ike to  read everyth ing in to the  record,  

p lease do.   I f  you would  just  l ike to  h ighl ight  par t i cu lar  par ts  

of  your  background and your,  how you descr ibe yoursel f  and 

why you are  here ,  fee l  f ree.   You can read everyth ing,  as 

much or  as l i t t le  as you want .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  thank you .   

 “ I  was born in  Kat lehong,  Germiston ,  20 

ra ised in  Kwaggafonte in,  in  the Nkangala  

d is t r ic t ,  Thembis i le  Hani ,  a  local  

munic ipal i ty  in  Mpumalanga,  which has 

been my parenta l  home s ince the age of  

5  years o ld and which I  regard as my 
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communi ty of  or ig in .   I  have l i ved and 

worked in  the  Tshwane region for  the 

past  25 years .   I  a lso mainta in my 

parenta l  home a t  the Nkangala d is t r ic t  

where I  have bui l t  propert ies for  each of  

my three wives .   My roots in  both 

Mpumalanga and Tshwane are deep,  and 

my t ies to  both communi t ies endur ing.   I  

am a businessman and have so been fo r  

the past  42 years .   My pr imary business 10 

in terests encompass the min ibus tax i  

indust ry and re lated serv ices,  p roperty  

investment  and development ,  communi ty  

development  spec i f ica l l y .    

 I  am the President  of  the South Af r ican 

Local  and Long Distance Taxi  and Bus 

Organizat ion,  abbreviated SALLDTBO.  I  

am a d i rector  of  MJS & Sons Transport ,  a  

tax i  business operat ing as a  so le  

propr ie tor  which  owns and operates in  20 

excess of  80  tax is .   I  employ 

approximate ly 250 people across my 

business act iv i t ies .   I  am a d i rec tor  of  

Santaco Trading (Pty)  Ltd t /a  TaxiChoice,  

a specia l i zed serv ice par tner  of  the South 
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A f r ican Nat ional  Taxi  Counci l  designed to 

formal ize,  secure  and st reaml ine the tax i  

indust ry.  

 I  am a d i rector  of  the  Taxi  

Recapi ta l i zat ion South Af r ica  (Pty)  Ltd,  

abbreviated as TRSA.   I  am the President  

of  the Joe S ibanyoni  Foundat ion,  a non -

prof i t  organiza t ion dedicated to 

empower ing marginal ized communi t ies  

addressing economic inequal i t ies .    10 

 I  am a d i rector  of  P lumiscan (Pty)  Ltd .   I  

ho ld property in terest  in  the Tshwane 

region.   I  have bu i l t  th is  business in terest  

over  more than 42 years through 

leg i t imate commercia l  act iv i t y .   I  am 

proud of  the business career  I  have bui l t .   

I  have at  a l l  t imes endeavo ured to  

conduct  my af fa i rs  in  accordance wi th the 

law.   Before proceeding to address the 

substant ive mat ters posed by the  20 

Commission ,  I  consider  i t  both necessary  

and appropr ia te to  p lace on record  who I  

am as a human being . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry,  Mr S ibany oni .   You should  

p lease read the headings as wel l .   



    28 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 169 

Page 12  o f  253  

 

 

MR SIBANYONI :    Oh,  okay.   Thank you so much.   My 

apology.   

CHAIRPERSON :    No problem.   

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  we are  back in to A3.  

 “The man before  th is  Commission ,  fa i th ,  

humani ty ,  and personal  ident i ty .   Before  

proceeding to address the substant ive 

mat ters posed by the Commission ,  I  

consider  i t  both necessary  and 

appropr ia te to  p lace on record who I  am 10 

as a human being .   I  do not  appear 

before th is  Commission  as a  name in f i le ,  

a  reference in  an in te l l ig ence report  or  

subject  to  a doss ier .   I  appear as  a fu l l  

human being,  a man of  fa i th ,  a  husband,  

a fa ther ,  a  son,  a businessman,  a  

communi ty leader ,  and a surv ivor .   I  set  

th is  out  not  as sent iment ,  but  as context  

that  the Commission  must  br ing  to i ts  

assessment  of  everyth ing that  fo l lows.  20 

 ( i )  A  man of  deep and abid ing fa i th .   I  am 

a man of  deep and abid ing Chr is t ian 

fa i th .   I  have worked wi th God throughout  

my adul t  l i fe ,  and my fa i th  has been the  

bedrock of  my endurance through 
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c i rcumstances of  ext raord i nary personal  

danger and inst i tu t ional  fa i lure.   I  do not  

regard my surv iva l  o f  two assassinat ion  

at tempts as mere  for tune .   I  regard i t  as 

providence.   This  fa i th  is  not  per iphera l  

to  who I  am.   I t  is  const i tu t ive of  i t .   I t  

shapes the way I  conduct  my af fa i rs ,  the  

way I  t reat  people,  and the way I  

approach th is  Commission .   

 ( i i )  Husband,  fa ther ,  and son.   Equal ly  10 

important ,  I  am a  husband and the  father  

of  my chi ld ren .   I  have bui l t  a  fami ly  and 

d ischarged my ser iousness and carr y my 

responsib i l i t ies as a husband,  as a 

fa ther ,  and a  provider .   I  have a lso 

honoured my obl igat ions as a son to my 

fami ly  of  o r ig in .   The v io lence and the  

persecut ion to  which I  have been 

subjected over  many years has not  been 

suf fered by me a lone .   I t  has been borne 20 

by  my ent i re  fami ly ,  who have l ived for  

the years in  the sh adow of  th reats that  I  

have endured at  ext raord inary personal  

cost  to  sh ie ld them f rom .   When gunmen 

opened f i re  upon me in  2006 and again in  
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2020,  i t  was not  merely a man they shot .   

I t  was a husband and a f ather .   I  know 

and understand the temptat ion to s imply 

regard one as a mere stat is t ic  in  an 

indust ry r idd led wi th v io lence and s imply  

contend that  what  must  fo l low is  v io lence 

that  i s  not  obvious .   To do th is  would be 

a regret table stance.   Those who are  

compel led to  appear before the  

Commission  of  inqui ry carry wi th  them 10 

thei r  fami l ies,  the i r  h is to r ies,  and the  

human weight  o f  everyth ing tha t  has 

been done to them, inc luding the very 

af teref fects of  l i fe  af te r  Madlanga wi th  

which th is  Commission  must  be acute ly 

aware.   The ef fect  should not  in  the end 

be acerbated exposure to danger and the 

mul t ip l i c i t y  of  a t tempts on one 's l i fe .   The 

Commission  must  t reat  these issues wi th 

sensi t iv i t y  they deserve,  consider ing the  20 

actual  c i rcumstances that  one and one ’ s  

fami ly  is  l i ke ly  to  face af te r  th is .  

 ( i i i )  Communi ty  leader and employer .   

Beyond my ro le in  the tax indust ry ,  I  add 

that  I  am a substant ia l  employer  of  
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approximate ly 250 persons across my 

var ious business act iv i t ies ,  a  communi ty 

leader and the founder and President  of  

the Joe S ibanyoni  Foundat ion,  a  non-

prof i t  organiza t ion dedicated to 

empower ing marginal ized communi t ies  

and addressing economic inequal i t ies.   I  

have invested in  the communi t ies wi th 

which I  operate wi th susta ined 

commitment  and personal  conv ict ion .   10 

The dest ruct ion of  my indust ry standing 

and the ongoing threat  to  my l i fe  and 

l iber ty  are not  abst ract ions .   They have 

d i rect  and human consequences for  the 

men and women who depend on me for  

the i r  l i ve l ihood,  and for  the communi t ies 

that  have benef i ted f rom my commitment  

to  development  and upl i f tment .  

 ( iv )  A  surv ivor  twice over .   I  have 

surv ived two del iberate at tempts on my 20 

l i fe  in  a round 2006 and on the 10 t h  o f  

August  2026.   Each t ime,  by the grace of  

God …”  [ in te rvenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    2022.  

MR SIBANYONI :    2022,  sorry .   
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 “Each t ime,  by the grace of  God,  I  have 

returned to my fami ly ,  to  my fa i th ,  and to 

my communi ty.   The f i rs t  t ime,  the State  

fa i led to del i ver  just ice for  the at tempt .   

As I  address more fu l ly  in  par t  B,  the 

perpet rators of  the 2022 at tempt  were 

l ikewise not  brought  to  just ice for  

approximate ly 3 years .   I  have not  been 

broken by these events.   I  have not  

sought  p r ivate  ret r ibut ion .   I  have 10 

cooperated wi th every leg i t imate 

author i ty  that  has engaged me .   That  is  

not  the posture of  a  cr iminal .   I t  is  the 

posture of  a  law-abid ing c i t izen who has 

fa i th  that  the just ice system,  imperfect  as 

i t  has been,  wi l l  u l t imate ly prevai l .    

 (v )  Why I  am here .   I  am before th is  

Commission  because,  despi te  very  c lear  

and ambiguous w i l l ingness t o assist  the 

Commission ,  I  am compel led to appear 20 

s imply because I  could not  be provided 

wi th the context  and in format ion that  

gave r ise to  the  Regulat ion 10.6  not ice 

being issued to me.   A  subpoena was 

served upon me,  and I  appear under the 
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legal  ob l igat ions i t  creates .   I  do not  

min imize the  obl igat ion ,  nor  the 

Commission 's author i ty  to  enforce i t ,  but  

I  appear not  only as a compel led wi tness,  

I  appear as a South Af r ican c i t izen who 

bel ieves in  const i tu t ional  democracy,  who 

has t r ied over  more than 40 yea rs to  

bui ld  something of  genuine value  in  th is  

count ry,  and who deserve,  as  every 

c i t izen to th is  Republ ic  deserves,  the fu l l  10 

protect ion of  the  law and accountabi l i ty  

of  those who exerc ise state powers  in  h is  

name.   I  appear wi th a s incere and 

deeply fe l t  hope that  th is  Commission  wi l l  

be d i f fe rent  f rom the inst i tu t ions that  

have fa i led me before i t .  

 A5.   The indust ry in  which I  …” 

[ in tervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  i f  I  can 

in ter rupt  at  th is  s tage .   From A5 you speak about  the tax i  20 

indust ry as a context  for  a lo t  o f  the th ings that  you are  

going to be speak ing to in  your  statement .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And I  must  say,  f rom my s ide,  I  

found what  you had to say there incredib ly  in fo rmat ive and 
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very,  very helpfu l .   For  the purposes of  going through i t ,  I  

am going to ask you to p ick up ,  we are going to deal  a t  

length wi th the  Shongwe Commission ,  because you do at  a  

la ter  s tage in  your  statement ,  so maybe on th is  sect ion,  i f  I  

could ask you to  star t  a t  paragraph 35 .   And i f  there  is  

anyth ing,  I  mean,  you do not  say anyth ing  in  34 that  you wi l l  

not  come back to in  considerable deta i l  la ter  when we 

address the  Shongwe Commission  speci f ica l l y .   So,  unless 

you would l ike to ,  nonetheless,  to  repeat  34 and 33,  I  would  

ask you to sk ip to  35.    10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  should I  s tar t  a t  34,  paragraph 31 ? 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No,  no ,  page 20,  paragraph 35 ,  

where you speak to the  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute,  Mr Chaskalson.   I  am just  

checking i f  my co l leagues do h ave Annexures I  and J .   I  do 

not .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No,  and in  fact ,  that  was an issue 

I  should have ra ised upf ront .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Annexures I  and J are  on ,  we 20 

have not  been provided wi th Annexures I  and J yet  because 

Mr S ibanyoni  and h is legal  team have been unable to  obta in 

them.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  okay.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  they are t ry ing to  source 



    28 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 169 

Page 19  o f  253  

 

 

them f rom the two previous Commissions.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when they are  made 

avai lab le,  we wi l l ,  they wi l l  be fo rwarded on to us .   Sorry,  

that  was something I  should have f lagged r ight  of f  the bat .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  no,  thank you.    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    We indeed conf i rm that ,  Chai rperson.  

We have engaged the former Secretary of  the Shongwe 

Commission  as wel l  as the author  of  the other  Commission  

that  we make reference to  …[intervenes] .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    To obta in the  re levant  documents that  

we are commit ted to provid ing .   We have engaged some 

chal lenges in  tha t  regard,  but  we are work ing around the  

c lock to ret r ieve the re levant  documents  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    And make them avai lab le  to  th is  

Commission .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.   You are asked to 

cont inue f rom paragraph 38,  Mr S ibanyoni .   20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    That  is  35,  Chai r .  

MR SIBANYONI :    35.  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  my head,  I  had 35 .   

MR SIBANYONI :    - :  

 “The h istor ica l  or ig ins,  the apartheid 
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exclus ion and the emergence of  tax i  

wars.   The v io lence that  character izes 

the contemporary  min ibus tax i  indust ry is  

not  a recent  aber rat ion.   I t  is  the product  

of  a  long h istor ica l  t ra jectory rooted in  

apartheid exclus ion under the  Motor  

Car r ie r  Transport  Act  of  1930 .   Only a 

l imi ted number o f  l icenses were issued 

and over  90% of  the tax i  appl icat ions by 

B lack or  Af r i can operators were re jected .   10 

The pract ica l  e f fect  was to ban B lack 

South Af r icans f rom meaningfu l  

par t ic ipat ion in  the fo rmal  t ransport  

economy.   The indust ry that  emerged 

under these cond i t ions operat ed outs ide  

the formal  regulatory f ramework  out  of  

sheer economic necessi ty  and as an act  

of  economic res is tance and surv iva l .   The 

seeds of  la ter  conf l ic t  a r is ing f rom issues 

such as contested routes,  in formal  20 

associat ion  st ructures,  the absence of  a 

law d ispute -reso lut ion mechanism and 

the re l iance on pr ivate enforcement  were 

p lanted in  th is  era of  sys temat ic  

exclus ion . ”  
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 Paragraph 36.  

 “The Welgemoed Commission  of  1981 

l imi ted i t s  mandate to buses rather  than 

min ibus tax is ,  leaving the  min ibus 

operators w i thout  inst i tu t ional  support ,  i ts  

recommendat ions cont r ibuted to the  

Transport  Deregu lat ion Act  of  1988 .   As 

documented by the Shongwe Commission  

drawing on research by  Londeka Pr incess 

Ngubane of  the  Univers i t y  of  KwaZulu -10 

Nata l ,  the regula t ion led to an increase 

f rom approximate ly 3,752 tax is to  

approximate ly 39,604 tax is wi th in a 

per iod of  only 3 years.   That  near ly  11-

fo ld expansion ,  in  the absence of  a 

coherent  regulatory archi tecture,  route 

p lanning capaci ty  or  inst i tu t ional  support  

created the condi t i ons for  in tense and 

immediate compet i t ion over  the  routes  

and passengers . ”  20 

 Paragraph 37.  

 “The compet i t ions for  routes became 

f ierce and v io lent  a lmost  immediate ly .   

The la te 1980 ’s and 1990 ’s saw the  

emergence of  what  Jackie Dugard  of  the 
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Cent re for  the S tudy of  V io lence and 

Reconci l ia t ion character ized as a 

t ransi t ion f rom law- intensi ty  war to  maf ia  

war .    

 Taxi  v io lence in  South Af r ica between 

1987 and 2000.   What  began as a law -

intensi ty  conf l ic t  over  economic te rr i to ry 

escalated in to organized le thal  v io lence 

involv ing h i red gunmen,  associat ion - level  

mobi l izat ion,  and the systemat ic  target ing  10 

of  r iva l  operators .   The advent  of  

democracy in  1994 d id not  e l iminate  

these st ructura l  problems .   The Nat ional  

Taxi  Task Team establ ished on 18 March 

1995 as a min ister ia l  commit tee and the 

enactment  of  the  Gauteng Min ibus Taxi -

Type Serv ice Act ,  11 of  1997,  were 

genuine in tervent ions.   A memorandum of  

understanding was concluded between 

government  and indust ry,  and Santaco 20 

u l t imate ly emerged as the preeminent  

nat ional  representat ive body .   Yet  

s t ructura l  economic conf l ic ts  over  routes,  

associat ion members,  and te rr i to r ia l  

dominance were  not  resolved by the  
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po l i t i ca l  t ransi t ion .   Route  wars,  

assassinat ions,  and uncounted money 

col lect ions cont inued unabated.    

 The st ructura l  dr ivers of  v io lence . ”  

 Now we are in  39 .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Again,  i f  I  can just  in terrupt  you .   

At  th is  point ,  I  am going to essent ia l ly  ask you paragraph by 

paragraph to ampl i fy  par ts of  what  you are  saying there ,  so  

maybe i f  you get  to  the  end of  paragraph 40,  then I  wi l l  just  

ask a couple of  quest ions just  to  understand bet ter  what  10 

you are  refer r ing to there ,  same wi th 41 and onwards .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.  

 “The Shongwe Commission  found that  the 

business model  of  the min ibus tax i - t ype 

serv ice indust ry  conta ins wi th in  i t  the  

st ructura l  precondi t ions for  v io lence .   

These dr ivers have not  been documented 

consistent ly  across mul t ip le  inqui r ies 

spanning more than two decades . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Have been.   You said have not  been .    20 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  have been documented consis tent ly .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.   Sorry .   Number 40:  

 “Route wars const i tu te a fundamenta l  

economic dr iver .   Cont ro l  o f  a  route  
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means cont ro l  o f  income .   Associat ions 

operate  as a de facto  gatekeepers of  

economic par t i c ipat ion.   The provincia l  

regulatory ent i ty ,  which we normal ly  ca l l  

PRE,  requi res appl icants to  produce 

associat ions '  le t ters of  recommendat ion,  

despi te  th is  not  being a  legal  

requi rement ,  thereby empower ing 

associat ions to  exclude non -members  

and cont ro l  who operates and on which 10 

routes. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So i f  I  can come in here,  can you 

te l l  us pract ica l l y  what  that  means ?  Let  me g ive  you an 

example .   Assume I  want  to  run,  I  decide  to g ive up law and 

I  want  to  get  in to the tax i  business,  and I  want  to  run  a tax i  

on a par t icu lar  route,  say one f rom your ancest ra l  home in  

Kwaggafonte in to  Tshwane,  how do I  do that?  Who do I  

speak to?  Who wi l l  cont ro l  whether  I  can do that ?  What  do  

I  need to do?  

MR SIBANYONI :    You f i rs t ly  wr i te  a fo rma l  le t ter  to  the  20 

Chai rperson of  that  par t i cu lar  associat ion .   In  two 

instances,  whether  you would l i ke  to  have a meet ing wi th  

them or  you go st ra ight  to  the mat ter .   Then once they a l low 

you to par t ic ipate  in  the meet ing,  you wi l l  be easi l y  asking 

them what  is  i t  that  you are here,  which is  to  conduct  
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business wi th them.  Then for  the mere fact  that  you do not  

have a permi t ,  i f  they accept  you wi th a l l  the i r  condi t ions,  

they wi l l  wr i te  a le t ter  to  the Department  of  Transport ,  to 

th is  board which  is  named PRE ,  so that  th is  appl icat ion  

must  be approved.   Then af ter  the appl icat ion has been 

approved,  i t  is  then that  you  wi l l  go to purchase a vehic le .   

Then af te r  purchasing a vehic le,  the permi t  wi l l  be a t tached 

to that  vehic le  and then you star t  operat ing .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So there is  one associat ion that  

would be operat ing on that  par t icu la r  route,  and that  is  the  10 

associat ion that  I  would have to go to ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You do not  have compet ing 

associat ions  on …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  cur rent ly  we do not  have.   I t  used to  

be.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And s ince how long,  and  is  th is  

one associat ion,  one route,  a  pr inc ip le across the indust ry 

now,  or  is  i t  sor t  o f  patchy?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  i t  d i f fers wi th  associat ions ,  ja .   20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And so I  go to the associat ion  

f i rs t .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  you wr i te  a le t ter  to  the associat ion .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    They …[intervenes] .   

MR SIBANYONI :    They …[ indist inct ]  [cross- ta lk ing ] .   
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    … g i ve me an audience,  and I  

expla in  why I ,  what  I  want  to  do,  why I  want  to  do i t .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Sure.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    They then assist  me to apply to  

the department  to  get  a permi t .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And the permi t  wi l l  be for  that  

speci f ic  route,  which is  the route cont ro l led by that  

associat ion .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And I  have to become a member 

of  the associat ion before they wi l l  wr i te  me a,  before they 

wi l l  support  my appl icat ion.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And membership  of  the  

associat ion comes wi th what  r ights  and obl igat ions ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    The jo in ing fee is  there,  which fo rms the 

backbone,  because i t  is  a  receipt .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then are there sor t  o f  l ike 

month ly associat ion dues that  you pay as a member of  the 20 

associat ion,  or  is  i t  just  the jo in ing fee ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  there is  that ,  but  i t  d i f fers wi th 

associat ion to associat ion.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And you say in  40 that  de facto ,  

the PRE,  says i t  wi l l  not  look at  your  appl icat ion fo r  a permi t  
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un less i t  comes supported by an associat ion,  but  that ,  you 

say,  i s  not  a legal  requi rement .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So,  in  ef fect ,  what  has happened 

now is  that  the associat ions have,  a l though i t  is  not  a legal  

requi rement ,  in  p ract ice the assoc iat ions cont ro l  your  r ight  

to  operate lawfu l l y  on a par t icu lar  route.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Sure.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thanks.   Can …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  before you move on .   This 10 

process,  th is  approval  p rocess,  associat ion and PRE,  is  i t  a  

once-of f  approval  p rocess that  ent i t les  you to then 

in t roduce other  vehic les,  or  wi th  each vehic le,  tax i ,  that  you 

want  to  in t roduce,  you have to undergo the same process ?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  at  a l l .   I t  is  a  once-of f  payment ,  

then as they accept  you,  you wi l l  be get t ing some ru les and 

regulat ions,  because i t  d i f fers f rom one associat ion to  

another ,  in  l ine that  in  some associat ions operate wi th ten  

tax is,  you wi l l  be  g iven that  la t i tude,  some others one or  

two,  there i t  goes .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  then ask you to go to 

paragraph 41,  where you ta lk  about  bucket  money,  and 

again,  I  am going to ask you to possib ly  expand at  the end 

of  i t .  
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MR SIBANYONI :    - :   

 “The pract ice known as  imal i  yebhakede,  

i .e .  bucket  money,  involves the dai ly  or  

the weekly co l lect ion of  unaccounted 

funds f rom dr ivers by associat ion  

execut ives .   The Commission  found that  

that  associat ions have become a law 

unto themselves through th is  p ract ice .   

Through th is  pract ice,  that  money is  not  

proper ly  accounted for  and is  used at  the 10 

d iscret ion of  execut ives to fund secur i ty  

companies and payments of  h i red 

gunmen.   A re lated pract ice,  imal i  

yesokis i ,  sock money,  involves dr ivers 

being g iven a dai ly  ta rget  and paying  

themselves only af ter  that  ta rget  i s  met ,  

incent iv is ing reck less conduct  and route 

encroachment . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So again,  just  to  c la r i fy ,  you have 

got  th ree d i f fe rent  sets of  p layers here .   You have got  the 20 

associat ion .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You have got  the owner,  who wi l l  

employ some dr ivers,  and then you have the dr ivers.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  the owner wi l l  be paying the 

associat ion an ent ry fee and wi l l  p robably be  paying  

month ly fees as wel l ,  that  a re formal  fees in  te rms of  the  

associat ion ru les .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  of  course the owner is  not  

physica l l y  present  at  the tax i  rank,  or  at  every tax i  rank .   

His dr ivers are the ones who are in  the vehic les at  the 

ranks.   Now,  as I  understand what  you are  saying,  bucket  

money is  when representat ives of  the associat ion,  o r  at  any 10 

rate of  the associat ion execut ive members,  go to the ranks 

and say to the dr ivers,  you have got  to  put  money in  the  

bucket .   Is  that  correct ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  is  ca l led the  bucket  money,  not  l ike  

you have got  your  l i tera l  bucket .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sure.   

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  i s  not  qu i te l ike  that .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Maybe i t  s tar ted out  that  way.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  i t  is  not  that ,  but  i t  i s  ca l led l i ke that .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Okay,  so they come and say,  20 

okay,  where is  the bucket  money?  And wi l l  they say,  i s  i t  

l ike a f la t  ra te?   Is  i t  a  percentage ,  what ,  what  are we 

ta lk ing about?  

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  is  just  a  f la t  ra te .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So they wi l l  go to a dr iver  and 
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say,  I  want  R500 rands fo r  you  …[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  i t  is  cannot  be l ike that .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  i t  is  a  f la t  ra te .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I t  is  a  f la t  ra te.  

MR SIBANYONI :    A  f la t  ra te,  ja .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And everyone pays the same ?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Everyone pays the same.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And tha t  money is  just ,  accord ing 

to what  you say,  there is ,  p resumably  i t  is  paid in  cash.    10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then i t  is  a  sor t  o f  s lush fund 

that  the execut ives of  the associat ion can use as they want .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You ta lk  about  some of  i t  be ing  

used to h i re h i tmen .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You ta lk ,  I  mean,  i s  some of  i t  

just  appropr ia ted  by the execut ives and just  kept  for  the i r  

own cash or  a re  there cer ta in in formal  ru les re la t ing to 20 

bucket  money?  

MR SIBANYONI :    There are no ru les,  to  be precise ,  but  

th is  is  what  is  happening .   And I  must  put  i t  on record that ,  

yes,  we normal ly  see those k ind  of  act ions .   Hence,  as  

leadership,  we are preaching that  th is  is  not  the only  way to  
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go.   We have got  very formal  ways where we can address 

th is  th ing because these are the  th ings that  are  leading 

towards v io lence in  the indust ry .   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Chai rperson,  before my learned f r iend 

proceeds any fur ther ,  we are not  object ing,  but  we just  want  

to  p lace on record ,  the  greater  por t ion of  these paragraphs 

that  Mr S ibanyoni  speaks to are f ind ings of  a  Commission  of  

Inqui ry .   So i t  is  not  h is  personal ,  i t  is  not  Mr S ibanyoni 's  

personal  f ind ings or  h is  personal  v iews.   He is  record ing 

f ind ings of  a  Commission  who heard the evidence of  10 

numerous people,  even people i n -camera .   So we must  be 

carefu l  to  at t r ibute the contents of  these paragraphs to  Mr  

S ibanyoni 's  own knowledge .   I  would just  l ike the  

Commission  to re f lect  on that ,  and a lso my learned f r iend,  

just  to  be mindfu l  o f  the quest ions posed to Mr S ibanyoni  

and h is abi l i ty  to  respond to some of  these quest ions 

because he cer ta in ly  would not  be able to  respond to a l l  o f  

them simply on the basis that  these were f ind ings of  a  

Commission  of  Inqui ry and not  h is  personal  assessment  or  

v iews or  f ind ings or  posi t ion .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  th ink i t  is  as easy as a l l  that  

because Mr S ibanyoni  i s  a p layer  in  the indust ry ,  so I  would 

imagine he knows some of  these facts persona l ly .   Mr 

S ibanyoni ,  where  you are not  able to  respond to the facts in  

accordance to what  you know personal ly ,  you may s imply 
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te l l  us so .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you may say,  yes,  I  am aware that  

th is  is  what  the Shongwe Commission  found,  but  personal ly  

I  know noth ing about  that .   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Chai rperson …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    We are sat is f ied  wi th the posi t ion taken 

by the Commission  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  10 

ADV ABRAHAMS :    And we are  happy i f  that  is ,  i f  

…[indist inct ]  proceeded.   

CHAIRPERSON :    He has been a p layer  for  over  42 years .    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    We accept  that ,  Chai rperson,  and we do 

not  take issue wi th that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And he is  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    We know the ro le that  he  p layed  

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    And we are  here to assist  the  20 

Commission .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  we understand.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Mr S ibanyoni  i s  here to take the  

Commission  in to conf idence  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   
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ADV ABRAHAMS :    To take the count ry in to conf idence  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    And to assist  as best  as he possib ly  i s  

able to .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr  Abrahams.   Thank you.   

Yes,  Mr Chaskalson.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thanks,  Chai r .   So,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  10 

we have ta lked about  bucket  money .   Sock money,  as I  

understand i t ,  is  about  the re lat ionship between owners and 

dr ivers ,  that  the  owners employ a dr iver ,  they say your 

target  is  so much per  day .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  expect  to  get ,  I  do not  know,  

R1,000.00 f rom you today,  every day.   I f  you manage to do 

more than R1,000.00,  wel l ,  then you can keep what  you do 

more than R1,000.00,  but  every  day you must  pay me 

R1,000.00.  20 

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And the sock money is  what  the 

dr ivers keep over  and above thei r  targeted amount .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Let  me just  add on i t  and expla in i t .   I t  

comes in  two -fo lds.   I f  you put  a target  on a dr iver  of  
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R1,000.00,  then on that  par t i cu la r  day he comes to you and 

g ives you R800.00,  then there wi l l  be sor t  o f  an argument  

as to  where is  the other  money.   Then he wi l l  te l l  you a l l  

these types of  s tor ies ,  we d id not  make i t  today .   I  had a 

break down there by the road.   Then you star t  searching  

h im.   As you are  searching,  you wi l l  f ind other  money ins ide 

the socks,  hence the socks money,  yes,  because he knows 

you can even go to an extent  of  searching the car .   But  you 

star t  wi th  h im as he is  here and then when you search h im,  

that  money in  most  instances used to be ins ide thei r  socks.   10 

Thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  a  dr iver  does not  make h is ta rget  

on  any par t icu la r  day,  i s  that  the money he owes the  owner 

for  the next  day  or …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Not  real ly .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are he set t led for  the day?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Does i t  car ry over  to  the next  day?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  somet imes in ,  somet imes out ,  but  not  

real ly .    20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And does the dr iver ,  i f  a  dr iver  

makes over  and above the target ,  i s  that  for  the dr iver ?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  that  is  fo r  the  dr iver .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then moving to paragraph 42,  i f  

you could read that  f ind ing of  the Songwe Commission .    
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MR SIBANYONI :    Number 42:  

 “ Incumbent  associat ions execut ives 

resist  vacat ing posi t ions even af te r  being 

voted out  because of  the f inancia l  f lows 

they cont ro l .   Some execut ive  members 

hold nei ther  vehic les ,  nor  operat ing 

l icenses,  yet  occupy leadership through 

unscrupulous means .   When in ternal  

conf l i c ts  escalate ,  con cerned groups or  

sp l in te r  associa t ions emerge,  each 10 

generat ing new disputes and fur ther  

v io lence.   Associat ions deploy  squad 

cars to  moni tor  routes and enforce thei r  

decis ions ,  inc luding unlawfu l  money 

col lect ion,  i l legal  operators enter  routes 

through in t imidat ion or  through corrupt  

execut ive compl ic i ty .   Personal  jea lousy 

of  members who grew thei r  business 

f leets,  cu l tu ra l  and t r iba l  dynamics  

ins is t ing on exclusive group cont ro l  and 20 

pol i t i ca l  in te r ference dur ing e lect ions 

have a l l  been documented as an 

addi t ional  dr iver . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So again here,  th is  is  a summary 

of  a  f ind ing f rom the Songwe Commission .   I s  there 
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anyth ing you wou ld ampl i fy  there ,  anyth ing f rom your own 

exper ience that  you th ink would he lp us ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  wi th  th is  one,  noth ing at  a l l .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can you cont inue then.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Number 43:  

 “These st ructura l  d r ivers opera te in  

combinat ion .   They create an 

envi ronment  in  which v io lence is  not  an 

aber rat ion,  but  a  forc ib le and recurr ing 

feature of  economic compet i t ion .   They 10 

a lso create an envi ronment  in  which 

senior  indust ry  leaders,  precise ly 

because they occupy posi t ions of  

in f luence wi th in associat ions and 

representat ive bodies,  a re themselves 

pr imary targets of  that  v io lence.    

 The pr imary Commission  of  Inqui ry,  a  

chronic le of  a t tempted solut ions .   The 

Songwe Commission  was not  the f i rs t  

inqui ry in to  tax i  v io lence.   I t  was the 20 

la test  in  succession of  Commissions that  

correct ly  ident i f ied st ructura l  causes,  

made recommendat ions and la rgely  fa i led 

to produce last ing  change. ”  

 Number 45 :   
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 “ In  February 1999,  the Nkosi -Thomas 

Commission  was establ ished in  Gauteng 

by the then  MEC, Khabis i  Mosunkutu ,  

chai red by Advocate L indi  Nkosi -Thomas.   

I ts  f ina l  report  was never publ ic ly  

re leased because naming wi tnesses 

would have p laced them in  morta l  

danger.   The suppression of  that  report  i s  

i tse l f  ev idence of  the depth o f  the 

secur i t y  c r is is  sur rounding any at tempt  to  10 

invest igate t ax i  v io lence through publ ic  

processes,  a  pat tern of  wi tness 

vulnerabi l i t y  that  pers is ted for  decades 

and that  the Songwe Commission  would 

la ter  address through extensive in -

camera  hear ings. ”  

 Number 46 :  

 “ In  May 2000,  a Commission  was 

establ ished in  KwaZulu-Nata l .   I ts 

provinc ia l  s ign i f icance is  compounded by 20 

the fact  that  KwaZulu-Nata l  was 

subsequent ly  ident i f ied by the Songwe 

Commission  as the pr imary source of  

h i red gunmen deployed in to Gauteng tax i  

conf l i c ts ,  a  f ind ing that  speaks to the 
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cross-provincia l  s t ructura l  character  of  

the v io lence . ”  

 Number 47 :  

 “ In  2005,  the Western Cape Commission  

ident i f ied cor rupt  act iv i t ies wi th in the 

Western Cape Operat ing L icense Board 

as a cent ra l  cause of  conf l ic t  and 

recommended a semi -permanent  d ispute  

resolut ion body.   That  recommendat ion 

had st i l l  not  been implemented when the 10 

Shongwe Commission  reported in  2021  

f i f teen years la ter .   The Songwe 

Commission  i tse l f  made the  same 

recommendat ion .   The recur rence  of  the 

same prescr ip t ion across Commissions 

separated by more than a decade is  i tse l f  

ev idence of  a systemat ic  non -

implementat ion. ”  

 Number 48 :  

 “At the incept ion of  the S hongwe 20 

Commission  in  November 2019,  Just ice 

Shongwe stated that  he was not  aware of  

any pr io r  Commission  in to the tax i  

v io lence in  Gauteng that  had produced a  

f ina l  o f f i c ia l  repor t .   The indust ry has not  
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suf fered f rom a  shortage of  d iagnosis ,  i t  

has suf fered f rom a shortage of  

implementat ion . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  s top you there .   Do you 

have any theor ies as to why there has been no 

implementat ion?  What ,  where have the stumbl ing  b locks 

been?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Speci f ica l l y  in  th is  S hongwe Commission  

or a l l  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Across the board .   You are 10 

saying there is  a  decade of  systemat ic  non - implementat ion 

of  recommendat ions .   Do you have a sense of  why that  i s  

the case?  I f  not ,  you do not ,  you know,  just  say no.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  f rom my s ide,  a l l  I  know,  in  the 

Gauteng Commission  that  I  was par t  o f ,  g iv ing evi dence at  

the t ime as to mat ters of  tax i - re la ted conf l i c t ,  I  personal ly  

gave evidence there re lat ing as  to what  is  i t  that  I  see 

happening.   But  what  happened when we were about  to  

come to f ina l i ty  o f  that ,  u l t imate ly what  we found,  i t  was on 

the day,  i t  was supposed to be on a Monday,  that  we found 20 

a message that  the Commission  has been d isbanded ,  there 

is  not  enough money.   So I  am expla in ing th is  because I  

was there personal ly  t ry ing to g ive  guidance or  advis ing the  

Commission  at  the t ime.   But  as fo r  any  others,  I  wi l l  never  

be sure as to what  happened to those .   
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when you speak to the  

Gauteng Commission ,  you are  ta lk ing about  the  Nkosi -

Thomas Commission?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Perhaps,  there is  an important  aspect  

that  Mr  S ibanyoni  may want  to  touch on ,  because a 

par t icu lar  wi tness was scheduled to test i f y  that  Monday  and 

then the Commission  was to ld there was no money that  is  

avai lab le ,  hence the work of  the Commission  has come to 

i ts  conclusion .   And perhaps maybe the Commiss ion  just  10 

needs to seek c lar i f i cat ion f rom Mr  S ibanyoni  as to  which  

wi tness was scheduled to test i fy  on  that  Monday .   Thank 

you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease respond to that .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  I  am responding to that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  thank you.  

MR SIBANYONI :    On that  par t i cu lar  Monday,  unfor tunate ly 

Mr Jotham Msib i  was the one who was supposed to come 

and test i f y ,  so a l l  eyes and our  ears were g lued to hear h is  

test imony,  because in  h is  af f idavi t ,  when he repl ied ,  i t  was 20 

said he was no more a tax i  owner ,  he was in  the bus iness of  

const ruct ion.   So we were a l l  eager to  understand as to  

whether  the Commission  is  going to ask h im about  that  

because he has l icenses and a l l  o f  those th ings .   But  

unfor tunate ly,  the  way i t  came f rom above,  the Commission  
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has got  no money anymore  and then we were f rust ra ted,  a l l  

o f  us,  a f ter  that .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And that  af f idavi t  presumably was 

submit ted to the Commission .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  i t  was submit ted to the Commission ,  

yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr S ibanyoni ,  so where you say about  

that  Commission ,  the Nkosi -Thomas Commission ,  you say 

i ts  f ina l  report  was never publ ic ly  re leased .   In  the  l ight  of  

what  you have  just  sa id now,  do you know for  a fac t  that  a 10 

f ina l  report  was submit ted ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  i t  was not ,  because …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    There was never a report .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  there was never a report .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Perhaps for  the benef i t  o f  the  

Commission ,  we are embarking on a l l  endeavours  to  t ry  and 

ret r ieve the af f idavi t  that  Mr  S ibanyoni  had made before 

that  Commission  and the documents that  a re annexed 

thereto .   As we in t imated ear l ie r  on ,  we have met  wi th some 20 

chal lenges.   We have a lso engaged wi th Counsel  that  

represented Mr  S ibanyoni  before  the Commission ,  and of  

course as wel l  as the Evidence Leader  and I  just  th ink we 

need a b i t  more  t ime  you know,  to  lay our  hands on the 

re levant  documents .   Some of  course,  some people have 
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a l ready conceded that  there are draf ts  avai lab le,  but  you 

know,  we do not  want  to  submit  draf ts  and unsigned 

documents ,  so we are t ry ing to lay our  hands on the actual  

s igned documents.   But  we wi l l  engage wi th the Evidence 

Leader .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us hope the postponement  wi l l  a f ford 

you suf f i c ient  t ime .   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai rperson.   

But  we wi l l  engage wi th Mr Chaskalson on these issues .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   Mr S ibanyoni ,  you 10 

then moved to d iscuss the Shongwe Commission  in  qui te  a  

lo t  o f  deta i l  and you d iscussed the immediate  factual  

context  in  paragraph 50  and you ta lk  about  12 people being  

shot  and k i l led in  Gauteng in  connect ion wi th tax i  v io lence 

dur ing November,  December 2019 a lone .   Do you have any 

more deta i l  in  re lat ion to those k i l l ings ?  Were they re lated  

to speci f ic  f ights  between speci f i c  associat ions,  or  do  you 

not  have that  deta i l ?   

MR SIBANYONI :    They are in  number 50.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Paragraph 50,  yes.  20 

MR SIBANYONI :    Can I  read i t  loud so that  I  fami l iar ize 

mysel f ,  ja .  

 “The immediate  factual  context  was 

stuck.   More than 12 people  were shot  

and k i l led in  Gauteng in  connect ion wi th 
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the tax i  v io lence dur ing November and 

December 2019 a lone .   The immediate 

context  for  the Commission 's 

establ ishment . ”  

 What  I  can expla in in  th is  paragraph is ,  fo r  the  

mere fact  that  I  met  the leadersh ip of  the indust ry,  I  wi l l  

p ick i t  up when somebody has been shot  at ,  so,  f rom 

di f ferent  levels of  associat ions across South Af r ica .   So in  

th is  par t icu lar  ins tance,  a l l  I  was t ry ing to expla in was the 

number of  people that  have,  that  are on records and hear ing  10 

that  cer ta in par t icu lar  ind iv iduals  in  Western Cape,  in  

Gauteng,  Soweto ,  something l i ke that  had happened .   But  

for  me in  par t i cu lar ,  to  ment ion that  in  2019,  what  I  know 

about  one or  two members that  have been k i l led that  a re 

maybe c lose to me,  no .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   And then i f  you can 

p ick up at  paragraphs 51 and 52 .   

MR SIBANYONI :    51:  

 “The Commission  set  approximate ly  14 

months encompassing 113 s i t t ings at  the  20 

Emoyeni  Conference Cent re  in  Parktown,  

Johannesburg.   I t  heard evidence f rom 

127 wi tnesses ,  59 gave ora l  ev idence,  43 

gave wr i t ten ev idence,  and 25 gave 

evidence i n -camera .   The Commission  
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submi t ted i ts  f ina l  report  to  Premier  

Makhura on or  about  31 January  2021.   

The scale of  par t ic ipat ion underscores 

both the breadth of  the problem and the  

wi l l ingness of  indust ry par t ic ipants,  

regulatory and v ic t ims to engage wi th 

processes that  of fer  the prospects  -  

however,  o f ten d isappointed in  the past  

of  s t ructura l  re form . ”  

 Number 52 :  10 

 “The i n -camera  ev idence category i s  

i tse l f  a  measure of  a  dangerous 

envi ronment  in  which wi tnesses and 

indust ry par t i c ipants operate .   25 of  the  

127 wi tnesses '  ident i t ies were w i thheld 

dur ing the publ ic  proceedings g iven the 

proven r isk of  repr isa l  to  those who 

speak openly about  the t ax i  v io lence.   

The key st ructura l  f ind ings,  the scale of  

the cr is is . ”  20 

 Number 53 :  

 “The quant i ta t ive  evidence before the 

Commission  underscores the scale  of  the 

cr is is .   A t  the t ime of  the Commission 's  

report ,  there were  505 open case doc kets  
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re la t ing to tax i  v io lence.   A substant ia l  

number could not  be located to the Taxi  

V io lence Task Team.  Each detect ive 

carr ied an overwhelming caseload of  

ongoing invest igat ions whi le  new cases 

ar r ived dai ly .   I t  was est imated that  wel l  

over  50% of  tax i  vehic les  in  Gauteng 

were operat ing wi thout  operat ing l i cense.   

Wel l  over  100,000 min ibus tax is operated  

in  Gauteng,  legal ly  and i l legal ly ,  po l iced 10 

by a GTP Publ ic  Transport  Uni t  o f  on ly 

350 dedicated of f icers wi th in a broader 

staf f  complement  of  600 . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So,  i f  I  can stop you there,  would  

you agree that  the capaci ty  of  the  Gauteng Traf f ic  Pol ice ,  

Publ ic  Transport  Uni t  to  essent ia l l y  pol i ce the tax i  indust ry  

was just  horr ib ly ,  wel l ,  i t  was hor r ib ly  under capaci ta ted .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Has that  changed?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Come again?  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Has i t  changed?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Not  yet .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Not  yet .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.   Wel l ,  a l l  I  can add up is  to  whether  i t  

has changed or  not  changed ,  as we speak,  under my 
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leadership wi th in the tax i  departments,  no more a lo t  o f  tax i  

v io lence is  happening .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry?  

MR SIBANYONI :    A l l  I  am t ry ing to say,  before they were  

under capaci ta ted ,  there were less number of  pol ice of f icers 

who were deal ing  wi th the tax i  v io lence ,  but  a l l  I  can say 

now,  due to the decrease of  tax i  v io lence,  I  do not  see th is  

number is  less now.   I t  is  equal  to  the task ,  because the  

word that  we are  spreading in  a l l  o f f ic ia ls '  meet ings about  

peace,  no more gun v io lence .   10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And what  per iod are you ta lk ing 

about  when you speak of  the decrease of  tax i  v io lence ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    I  am ta lk ing about  2020 t i l l  today .   

CHAIRPERSON :    T i l l?   

MR SIBANYONI :    From 2020 t i l l  now.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And your sense is  that  there has 

been a s igni f icant  reduct ion in  v io lence in  the indust ry ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  you can then cont inue to  –  

sorry,  d id you want  to  add something ?  20 

MR SIBANYONI :    No.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  you can cont inue to 54 .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Number 54:  

 “The PRE was found to have fa i led to 

operate lawfu l l y  and independent ly .   I t  
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requi res associat ion le t ters  of  

recommendat ion as  a de facto  condi t ion  

for  operat ing  l icense appl icat ions ,  

despi te  th is  not  being legal ly  requi red .   I t  

does not  appropr ia te ly  vet  appl icants fo r  

cr iminal  records .   I t  does not  moni to r  

compl iance af te r  issuing l icenses.   And 

most  PRE funct ions are exerc ised by the 

GDRT of f ic ia ls  who are  not  PRE 

employees and do not  report  to  i t .   The 10 

Operat ing L icense Adminis t rat ion  

System,  ca l led  OLAS,  and the 

Regist rat ion Administ rat ion System,  

ca l led RAS,  were  found to be outdated,  

designed for  the Nat ional  Land Transport  

Transi t ion Act ,  not  the NLTA ,  s low and 

vulnerable to  f raudulent  manipu lat ion ,  

wi th  f raudulent  ent r ies found to  occur  on  

Sundays and evenings when no one 

should have been assessing the system . ”  20 

 Number 55 :  

 “F raudulent  route a l locat ions was a lso 

documented.   The Af r ica Mal l  rou te was 

registered to two associat ions wi th one 

apparent ly  having occupied i r regular ly  
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through the assistance of  cer ta in  GDRT 

employees.   V io lence fo l lowed .   Cases 

remained unreso lved years la ter  and 

those responsib le were l ike ly  st i l l  

employed at  the GDRT.    

 The Iz inkabi  Phenomenon. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Before we deal  wi th  I z inkabi ,  can,  

what  you have descr ibed here as S hongwe Commission  

recommendat ions,  do they st i l l  re f lect  the status quo today?   

Has that  changed?  10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Not  yet .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I t  has not  changed yet?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  i t  has not  yet  changed.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Because,  I  mean i t  seems to me 

that  what  i s  being descr ibed is  at  the  very  least  c r iminal  

syndicates operat ing wi th in the tax i  indust ry and in f i l t ra t ing 

government ,  i f  no t  law enforcement  agencies .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .   

 “The Iz inkabi  Phenomenon.  The Shongwe 

Commission 's f ind ings . ”  20 

 Number 56:  

 “Among the most  s ign i f icant  f ind ings of  

the Shongwe Commission  and of  d i rect  

re levance to any quest ion before th is  

Commission  employing the term iz inkabi ,  
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is  a  documented phenomenon of  h i red 

assassins in  t ax i - re lated v io lence.   I  

address the speci f ic  quest ion ra ised in  

Not ice Paragraph 2.17 fu l l y  in  Par t  Q of  

th is  statement .   I  set  out  here the 

st ructura l  and factual  background 

establ ished by the Commission . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  i f  I  can just  c la r i fy ,  you are  

ta lk ing,  when you refer  to  the Commission  there,  i t  is  the 

Shongwe Commission .  10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .  

 “The Commission  found that  of  those 

k i l led in  tax i - re lated v io lence in  Gauteng,  

100% were shot  wi th  h igh -cal ib re r i f les 

as wel l  as smal l  f i r earms.   Some of  those 

h igh-cal ib re weapons were of  the k ind 

issued to state agencies such as the 

South Af r ican Nat ional  Defen ce Force 

and the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice.   

Typica l  assassinat ions involved the use 20 

of  f i rearms by h i red gunmen known 

widely as iz inkabi . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  ask  again,  can you just  

expla in  that  f i rs t  sentence,  and I  appreciate you are  

report ing a f ind ing of  the Shong we Commission ,  but  do you 
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understand that  f ind ing to mean that  in  every case of  tax i  

v io lence,  a h igh -cal ib re r i f le  is  used,  that  no iz inkabi  team 

wi l l  go out  wi thout  an AK47 or  an  R4 or  some high -cal ib re 

r i f le  l ike that?  Is  that  what  i s  being said in  that  f i rs t  

sentence? 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Number 58:  

 “ Izinkabi  are h i red specia l is ts  in  cont ract  

k i l l ing,  brought  in  speci f i ca l l y  for  ta rgeted 10 

e l iminat ions .   They are typ ica l l y  recru i ted  

f rom other  provinces .   Kwazulu-Nata l  was 

prominent ly  ident i f ied as a pr imary 

source.   They are paid la rge sums of  

money to take out  operators as d i rected 

by those h i r ing them.  In  some instances,  

payment  takes the form not  of  money but  

of  be ing a l lowed to operate on cer ta in 

routes,  a pract ice that  i t se l f  generates 

fur ther  v io lence .   Hi r ing is  done both by 20 

ind iv idual  operators act ing a lone and by 

groups.   Some of  the money used to pay 

iz inkabi  is  sourced f rom the bucket 

money system.   Secur i ty  companies f rom 

Kwazulu-Nata l  have been h i red by 
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associat ions to inst i l  fear  at  the  ranks 

and openly d isp lay h igh  cal ib re f i rearms 

wi thout  permission. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  again,  can I  s top you here ,  

because i t  seems to me i f  th is  i s  a feature of  the indust ry,  i t  

means that  wi th in the indust ry,  people know  how to,  you 

know,  who to speak to ,  to  get  hold  of  an iz inkabi  o r  how to 

contact  i z inkabi  d i rect ly .   You cannot  have a system of  th is  

nature wi thout  knowledge of  the ident i t ies or  the associates  

of  the iz inkabi  f ree ly avai lab le .   Is  that  a fa i r  assumpt ion ?   10 

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  at  a l l .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So how does the system work ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  depends f rom one person to another .   

Some people wi l l  f ind h im being the boss of  iz inkabi .   Then 

you wi l l  f ind Chr is t ians wi th in the associat ions that  have no 

knowledge of  i z inkabi .   So i t  d i f fers f rom one person to 

another .   I t  is  not  a common cause in  the indust ry that  

everyone knows what  i z inkabi  s tands for  and how to make 20 

connect ions wi th that .   I  can employ you today  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Your vo ice has dropped,  Mr S ibanyoni .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.   I  can employ you today to be a 

member of  my associat ion .   Obviously,  so you know noth ing 
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about  iz inkabi .   A l l  you are in terested in  is  for  you just  

making money,  that  is  i t .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  i f  th is ,  but  there m ust  be a 

substant ia l  par t  o f  the indust ry .   

MR SIBANYONI :    L ike what?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    That ,  wel l ,  I  am asking  you.   I  do 

not  know about  the indust ry ,  you do.   But  here we have a 

f ind ing of  the Commission  …[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Essent ia l ly  saying that  there  is  a 10 

systemat ic  p ract ice  wi th in  at  least  large par ts  of  th is  

indust ry that  people enforce cont ro l  through v io lence and in  

par t icu lar  through the use of  iz inkabi ,  which means there 

must  be substant ia l  sect ions of  the  indust ry that  are  at  very 

least  able to  access iz inkabi  when they need them.    

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  depends on thei r  leadership at  the  

t ime.   I f  you have got  a leader that  is  used to f ight  h is  

bat t les through iz inkabi ,  then tha t  par t icu lar  space wi th in  

that  par t i cu lar  t ime wi l l  be led by iz inkabi  through that  

par t icu lar  leader ,  not  everyone.   So i f  you have  got  a  leader  20 

that  has got  no  c lue to deal  w i th  iz inkabi ’ s ,  then your  

associat ion is  at  peace at  a l l .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Wel l ,  we wi l l  get  to  speci f ic  cases 

la ter  when you ta lk  to  them .   Maybe you can i l lust rate  then.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  you can cont inue for  now.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Number 59:  

 “Certa in k i l l ings  speci f ica l ly  target  the 

h i red assassins a f ter  the fact  to  e l iminate 

evidence of  who commissioned the  

k i l l ings .   This cycle of  assassinat ion,  

counter  assassinat ion,  s i lencing of  

wi tnesses,  and the h i r ing of  new iz inkabi  

is  se l f -perpetuat ing and ext remely 

d i f f icu l t  to  invest igate. ”  10 

 Number 60 :  

 “The Commission  a lso ident i f ied 10 

speci f ic  v io lence hotspots in  Gauteng,  

Johannesburg Cent ra l ,  Ever ton,  Jeppe,  

Tsakane,  Moroka,  Lenasia South,  Ivory  

Park,  Ol ievenhoutbosch,  A lexandera and 

Hi l lb row wi th Germiston and Vos loorus 

addi t ional ly  ment ioned. ”  

 Number 61 .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Maybe i f  you can ampl i fy  here .   20 

When I  look at  these,  I  do not  see areas that  I  associate  

wi th you.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Your  associat ions have not  

operated in  any  …[indist inct ]  [ in te rvenes] .  
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MR SIBANYONI :    Not  at  a l l .   Ja,  not  at  a l l .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  you can cont inue then .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Number 61:  

 “Cri t ica l l y ,  the term iz inkabi  does not  

carry a s ingle,  f ixed meaning in  a l l  

contexts wi th in the tax indust ry.   In  i ts  

cr iminal  connotat ion,  the connotat ion in  

which th is  Commission  employs i t  in 

Not ice paragraph 2.17,  i z inkabi  re fers to  

cont ract  k i l le rs .   However,  wi th in the  10 

in ternal  lex icon and establ ished cul ture  

of  the South Af r ican tax indust ry,  the 

word iz inkabi  is  a lso  widely used to refer  

to  guards dep loyed at  tax  rank,  

ind iv iduals who mainta in order  and 

secur i t y  at  the rank fac i l i t ies,  p ro tect ing  

dr ivers,  commuters and rank 

in f rast ructure .   This dual  usage is  wel l  

understood by those wi th  exper ience of  

the indust ry.   Any engagement  wi th 20 

evidence employ ing the te rm must  be  

at tent i ve to th is  d is t inct ion .   I  address 

th is  fu l l y  in  Part  Q .    

 Law Enforcement  Fai lures,  the Shong we 

Commission 's f ind ings . ”  
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 Number 62.  

 “The Shongwe Commission ’ s  f ind ings on 

law enforcement  are among i ts  most  

s ign i f i cant .   They descr ibe a st ructura l  

pat te rn d i rect ly  re levant  to  th is  

Commission 's terms of  reference,  which  

concern cent ra l l y  the in f i l t ra t ion o f ,  and 

undue in f luence over  inst i tu t ions of  the  

cr iminal  just ice  system by cr iminal  

syndicates . ”  10 

 Number 63 :  

 “Sect ion 13 (d)  o f  the Nat ional  Land 

Transpor t  Act ,  5  of  2009,  prohib i ts  law 

enforcement  of f ic ia ls  and thei r  immediate  

fami l ies f rom hold ing any d i rect  f inancia l  

or  business in terest  in  the  publ ic  

t ransport  sector .   The Commission  found 

that  th is  prohib i t ion is  widely v io lated  and 

the leadership of  both the Gauteng NTA 

and the leadership of  Santaco conf i rmed 20 

before the Commission  that  i t  is  widely 

known in  the  indust ry that  some 

operators are proxies of  law enforcement  

of f icers. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  s top you here .   You are  
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ta lk ing about  a conf i rmat ion to the Shongwe Commission  

that  some operators in  the tax i  indust ry are proxies for  law 

enforcement  operators .   Are you aware of  cases of  th is  

nature?  

MR SIBANYONI :    I  am aware of  such cases ,  not  

par t icu lar ly  in  my associat ion,  so to  put  i t .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No,  but  just  more broadly,  

because …[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Certa in ly  the Commission  would 10 

be in terested in  knowing which operators are serv ing as  

proxies fo r  law enforcement  of f i cers .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Would you be able to  assist  us in  

that  regard?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  wi th  tha t  I  am not  100% sure,  

because th is  i s ,  i t  is  a  known fact  somewhere wi th in the tax i  

associat ion that  some are proxies .   I t  is  a  known fact ,  but  

you need to be  sure as to which associat ions and who 

exact ly  a re those people.   Then you wi l l  f ind i t  in  some of  20 

the conf l i c ts .   I t  wi l l  be,  th is  mat ter  wi l l  a lways stand up,  

that  we are in  th is  conf l i c t  because of  th is .   But  for  the mere 

fact  that  we are not  there  local ly  on that  associat ion,  you 

cannot  p inpoint  as to  which of f icer  for  sure is  a proxy to the 

tax i  indust ry.    
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  is  th is  in format ion that  you 

would be able,  th rough your connect ions in  the indust ry,  to  

be able to  assist  us wi th?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  unfor tunate ly that  one,  i t  is  not  

possib le .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Okay.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Because i t  is  a  man-to-man agreement .   

I t  is  not  easy to f ind i t  out .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    A l l  r ight ,  i f  you can cont inue.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Number 64:  10 

 “State - issued weapons of  the type issued 

to the SANDF and SAPS were 

conf iscated f rom suspects at  the tax i  

v io lence cr ime scene.   P lanned 

operat ions were  regular ly  leaked,  wi th  

cr iminals avoid ing ar rest  due to  

forewarning that  could only have come 

f rom elements w i th in law enforcement .   

Compla ints were  d isc losed to the very  

people against  whom they were la te,  20 

accompanied by  the in t imidat ion and 

threats to  the compla inants .   The Joint  

Provincia l  Task Team Force establ ished 

in  2014 and considered ef fect ive  by a l l  

ro le  p layers who had test i f ied,  s imply  
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ceased to operate when cer ta in agencies 

wi thdrew thei r  members wi thout  any 

rat ional  explanat ion being provided to the  

Commission . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Again,  i f  I  can stop you there,  do  

you know which  agencies are being referred to here ?  

Which agencies wi thdrew f rom the Joint  Provincia l  Task 

Force?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Come again?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Which  agencies wi thdrew f rom 10 

the Joint  Provincia l  Task Force ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  wi th  th is  one,  for  me,  I  do not  know 

anyth ing,  ja .   Can I  cont inue?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  p lease do.   

MR SIBANYONI :    Number 65:  

 “ Invest igat ive qual i ty  was found to be 

def ic ient  th roughout ,  cr ime scenes not  

proper ly  secured ,  wi tnesses not  

in terv iewed whi le  ev idence was f resh ,  

exhib i ts  not  co l lected or  recorded ,  CCTV 20 

footage not  gathered t imeously ,  ba l l is t i c  

l inks to  other  p rovinces not  fo l lowed up ,  

ce l lphone data not  ef fect ive ly u t i l ized ,  

cr ime in te l l igence absence f rom 

operat ions .   SAPS management  accepted 
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a l l  these f ind ings unreservedly a nd 

wi thout  d ispute .   Some law enforcement  

of f icers were found to accept  br ibes f rom 

the er rant  operators as a mat ter  o f  norm.   

To the point  where tax i  dr ivers budgeted 

for  corrupt  encounters,  o f f i cers of  the  

GTP Publ ic  Transport  Uni t  are br ibed at  

h igher rates than others because they  

d iscont inue a vehic le f rom operat ing .   

Extor t ion is  a lso pract iced.   Both par t ies 10 

to these corrupt  exchanges have become  

so brazen that  they no longer conceal  

them. ”  

 Number 66 :  

 “This f ind ings …”  [ in tervenes] .  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Just  before Mr  S ibanyoni  cont inues,  the  

quest ion posed by Mr Chaskalson in  respect  of  paragraph 

64 in  re lat ion to the members that  wi thdrew f rom the Joint  

Provincia l  Taxi  Task Force,  that  in format ion is  in  the report  

and we have a next  report  so we wi l l  be able to  ex t ract  the 20 

in format ion f rom the report .   I  thought  I  would  just  p lace on 

record that  i t  is  there .   We cou ld  not  of  course inc lude 

everyth ing you know in Mr S ibanyoni 's  af f idavi t  to  th is  

Commission .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you Mr Abrahams.  
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MR SIBANYONI :    Number 66:  

 “These f ind ings descr ibe not  iso lated  

rogue ind iv iduals but  a systemat ic  

pat te rn of  conf l ic t  o f  in terest ,  proxy 

ownership,  forewarning of  operat ions and 

the use of  s tate - issued weapons in  tax i  

v io lence.   That  pat te rn is  a st ructura l  

feature of  an enforcement  envi ronment .   

I t  is  d i rect ly  re levant  to  the Commission 's  

mandate and to the evidence that  wi l l  be  10 

p laced before i t  regard ing re lat ionship 

between indust ry par t ic ipants and the law 

enforcement  of f ic ia ls . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And these f ind ings of  the 

Shongwe Commission ,  do they,  are they consistent  wi th  

your knowledge f rom your exper ience in  the indust ry ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    They are not  100%.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Which  in  par t icu la r  would you 

take issue wi th?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  can I  repeat  i t  again  so that  I  just  20 

ident i f y  i t  c lear ly  to  you.   More especia l l y  at  65,  l ike  the ,  i t  

has been a l l ,  i t  has been,  l ike the  report ,  as my Advocate  

has a l ready ind icated to you that  i t  has got ,  i t  is  in  some of  

the annexures.   Some of  the th ings ment ioned here,  the la te  

ar r iva l  o f  the pol ice,  the pol ice not  in terv iewing people on 
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t ime,  the CCTV footage not  gathered t imelessly ,  some of  

the th ings,  much as the f ind ings of  the Commiss ion  has 

ind icated,  are not  the core th ing to ident i f y  exact ly  the  

perpet rators of  v io lence.   Somet imes,  fo r  example,  you can 

see someone in  the CCTV camera,  but  i t  is  not  easy to  

ident i fy  h im .   At  some point ,  peop le got  ar rested based on 

in format ion f rom the CCTV camera,  just  because of  the  

stature ,  ja ,  just  because of  tha t ,  not  exact ly  the same 

people.   At  some t ime,  people seem to be the same,  but  do  

not  f ind that  they are not  the ones .   10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The broad p icture descr ibed by 

the Commission  is  of  c r iminal  syndicates operat ing  ins ide 

the tax i  indust ry and in f i l t ra t ing not  just  government  

agencies,  but  a lso law enforcement .   Do you th ink  that  is  

…[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    L ike what?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Wel l ,  what  you,  what  is  reported  

in  …[ intervenes] .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  hence,  and I  am sorry about  that ,  

hence,  I  say not  most  of  them .  Some of  them I  cannot  20 

concur wi th them.   Some I  wi l l  not  co ncur  wi th them.   Why 

concur,  why not  concur i s  because I  know my deal ings ,  i f  I  

am not  involved wi th these par t i cu la r  th ings that  I  have 

been ment ion ing here,  then therefore I  in  par t i cu la r  know 

noth ing about  tha t .   I t  depends f rom one par t icu lar  leader to  
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another  leader,  how does he deal  wi th  th is  th ing.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No,  I  am not  asking you to say 

that  you are par t  o f  the syndicate .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You have made c lear  severa l  

t imes in  your  statement  that  you deny that .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  cer ta in ly  the p icture that  is  

descr ibed is  that  wi th in your indust ry,  there are  cr iminal  

syndicates operat ing.    10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And that  those syndicates are  

able to  in f i l t ra te  par t ly  the Transport  Department  and 

associated inst i tu t ions,  but  a lso law enforcement  

inst i tu t ions .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  I  wi l l  concur wi th the Department  of  

Transport  whereby you f ind that ,  as i t  has been ment ioned 

a l ready,  that  you f ind some routes,  fo r  example,  the 

Midrand Mal l  where i t  was ment ioned that  they issued two 

operat ing l i censes f rom two d i f ferent  associat ions for  one 20 

par t icu lar  route.   I t  te l ls  you that  there is  an in f i l t ra t ion 

because permi ts were issued on a Sunday .   I t  te l ls  you that  

there is  an in f i l t ra t ion .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes.   

MR SIBANYONI :    The system on i ts  own.  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And what  is  sa id about  br ib ing  

law enforcement  of f icers an d the l i ke  in  the  Shongwe report ,  

is  that  not  someth ing …[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    You hear about  i t .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Ja.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.   I f  you are  in  that  space,  you wi l l  

hear  about  i t .   For  example,  one wi l l  just  boast  about  i t ,  that  

wi th  me I  have got  a connect ion,  you wi l l  not  do anyth ing  

about  that .   You wi l l  hear  someone ta lk ing about  i t ,  but  he 

wi l l  not  exact ly  ment ion as to who  h is  connect ions are ,  but  10 

i t  is  a  pat tern that  happens.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes.   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  someone boast ing about  i t  i s  

a t  least  hold ing h imsel f  out  to  have in f i l t ra ted law 

enforcement .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Let  us cont inue on the 

recommendat ion.  

MR SIBANYONI :    The Shongwe Commission 's  20 

recommendat ion ,  number 67.   

 “The Commission 's key recommendat ions 

submit ted in  January 2021 inc luded the  

fo l lowing . ”  

 Number 68:  
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 “First ,  s t ructura l  re form,  one township,  

one associat ion .   Associat ions to be 

rat ional ized so that  there is  only one 

associat ion per  town or  t ownship,  l imi t ing  

associat ions to the i r  lawfu l  mandate and 

removing them f rom operat ional  mat ters .   

This model  i s  a l ready pract iced 

successfu l l y  in  the Free State. ”  

 Number 69 :  

 “Second,  corporat isat ion:  ind iv idual  10 

operators to  be encouraged to hold the i r  

in terests through corporate st ruc tures,  

reducing the incent ive for  ta rgeted 

ind iv idual  k i l l i ngs  and creat ing condi t ions 

for  p roper account ing,  taxat ion,  and 

regulatory compl iance . ”  

 Number 70 :   

 “Thi rd,  a  dedicated,  wel l - resourced,  

permanent  Taxi  V io lence Uni t  wi th in the 

SAPS tasked wi th concluding a l l  505 20 

outstanding dockets  through prosecut ion -

dr iven mul t id isc ip l inary invest igat ions led 

by a senior  of f icer  wi th  de tect ive  

exper ience wi th act ive cr ime in te l l igence 

par t ic ipat ion . ”  
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 Number 71 :  

 “Fourth,  money launder ing invest igat ion  

capaci ty  wi th in the SAPS for  t ax i  v io lence 

cases.   Some inc idents of  v io lence were  

preceded by moments of  moneys of ten 

col lected i l legal ly  f rom the tax is in  the 

ranks,  changing the f low of  bucket  

money,  secur i t y  company payments,  and 

the payments to  i z inkabi  is  ind ispensable 

to  invest igat ing  the commission ing of  10 

v io lence. ”  

 Number 72 :  

 “Fi f th ,  innovat ive  wi tness protect ion to 

encourage eyewi tness par t i c ipat ion,  the  

current  system being inadequate for  the  

dangers fac ing w i tnesses in  t ax i - re lated 

prosecut ions. ”  

 Number 73 :  

 “Sixth,  a  complete overhaul  of  the  O LAS 

and RAS informat ion system wi th  20 

in tegrat ion in to  a not ice in  the 

Department  of  Home Af fa i rs ,  e l im inat ion 

of  a l l  f raudulent  routes,  regist rat ion,  and 

cr iminal  charges for  those responsib le . ”  

 Number 74 :  
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 “The complementat ion status of  these 

recommendat ions more than 5 years af te r  

the report  was submit ted in  January 2021 

remain a mat ter  of  deep personal  

concern of  mine and moreover remains 

an ongoing publ ic  and inst i tu t ional  

concern .   The cycle of  v io lence in  the 

indust ry wi l l  not  be broken unt i l  the 

st ructura l  p rescr ip t ions are meaningfu l ly  

implemented . ”  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr S ibanyoni ,  p lease read the f i rs t  

sentence again ,  74.  

MR SIBANYONI :    - :  

 “The implementat ion status of  these 

recommendat ions more than 5 years af te r  

the report  was submit ted in  January 2021 

remains a mat ter  of  deep personal  

concern of  mine and moreover remains 

ongoing publ ic  and inst i tu t ional  concern .   

The cycle of  v io lence in  the indust ry wi l l  20 

not  be broken unt i l  the st ructura l  

prescr ip t ions are meaningfu l ly  

implemented. ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr S ibanyoni ,  what  is  OLAS and RAS 

informat ion systems that  you refer  to  in  paragraph 73 ?  
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MR SIBANYONI :    An OLAS is  a document  that  you found 

when you submi t  an appl icat io n  to the Department  of  

Transport .   Then that  receipt  that  they g ive i t  to  you is  an 

OLAS.   Then a RAS is  a document  that  you get  f rom the 

Department  of  Transport  whereby a l l  members  of  that  

par t icu lar  associa t ion are wr i t ten in  that  par t i cu lar  paper.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And jus t  to  assist  Commissioner,  

OLAS stands for  Operat ing L icense Administ rat ion  System 

and RAS is  the,  I  th ink,  Regist rat ion Administ rat ion System .   10 

They are te rms that  appear ear l ier  in  the statement .  

MR SIBANYONI :    - :  

 “My own engagement  wi th the Sho ngwe 

Commission  and i ts  re levance . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  i f  we can ,  i f  

we can just  pause here .   I  would  l ike to  deal  wi th  your  

engagement  wi th the Shongwe Commission ,  but  I  would  l i ke  

to  do that  once we have located Annexure J .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Oh,  okay.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So maybe i f  you can move to 20 

paragraph 77 and p ick up there.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.   

 “ I t  is  submit ted in  the context  of  a l l  that  

fo l lows in  th is  statement  tha t  the 

st ructura l  facts  set  out  in  th is  par t  are of  
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foundat ional  importance .   A  senior  

indust ry leader  who has spent  four  

decades in  th is  envi ronment  necessar i l y  

operates in  dai l y  proximi ty  to  i ts  r i sk,  i ts 

organizat ional  dynamics,  i ts  conf l ic ted  

enforcement  landscape,  and i t s  v io lent  

fau l t  l ines.   The mere fact  o f  operat ing at  

the h ighest  level  o f  th is  indust ry cannot ,  

wi thout  more,  be const rued as 

par t ic ipat ion in  cr iminal i t y .   The 10 

at t r ibut ion of  cr im inal i t y  to  any ind iv idual  

must  be assessed carefu l l y  against  the  

fu l l  s t ructura l  context  th is  par t  has 

descr ibed. ”  

 Number 38 :  

 “ I  deny emphat ica l ly  and absolute ly  that  I  

am or  have ever  been a member  of  any 

cr iminal  organizat ion,  the car te l ,  the 

syndicate,  or  grouping .   I  have  never 

d i rected,  f inanced,  commissioned,  or  20 

par t ic ipated in  any unlawfu l  act iv i ty .   I  

have never been t r ied or  even convicted 

of  any cr iminal  o f fense.   The Delmas 

charges are charges which I  deny and I  

in tend to contest  fu l ly  so . ”  
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 Number 79 :  

 “ I  am known by the n ickname of  Joe 

Fer rar i .   I  conf i rm th is .   This n ickname 

arose or ig inal l y  f rom my l i festy le  and 

personal i ty  over  many years .   I t  is  a  

socia l  n ickname.   I t  carr ies no cr iminal  

connotat ion whatsoever . ”  

 Number 80 :  

 “ I  note that  Mr Gareth Mnis i  used the  

appel la t ion “Number One”  in  h is  10 

Commission  test imony and a l leged that  i t  

re ferred to me.   I  do not  use that  name or  

a l l ies to  refer  to  mysel f .   Whether  Mnis i  

or  others use tha t  term,  in  what  context  

and wi th what  meaning,  i t  is  a  l ive factual  

issue that  I  deserve the r ight  to  address 

fu l ly  in  a supplementary statement  that  

af ter  denying the complex t ranscr ip t  o f  

th is  test imony,  I  deny that  any such term, 

i f  used in  reference to me,  connotates  20 

any cr iminal  ro le,  leadership o f  any 

cr iminal  o rganiza t ion,  or  any improper 

re lat ion wi th any organ or  s ta te or  

of f ic ia l . ”  

 B .  S ibanyoni  as  a v ic t im of  organised 
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cr ime –  the assassinat ion at tempts. ”  

 Number 81 :  

 “ I  preface th is  par t  wi th  a statement  I  

regard as foundat ional  to  the 

Commission 's understanding of  my 

posi t ion long before th is  Commission  was 

establ ished,  long before Regulat ion 10 .6 

not ice was issued,  and even before the  

at tempt  was made on my l i fe  on August  

22,  I  was report ing to the Min is ter  of  10 

Pol ice,  Min ister  Beki  Cele,  about  the 

cr iminal  networks operat ing wi th in the 

tax i  indust ry,  inc luding the complexi ty  of  

very senior  SAPS of f ic ia ls  in  those 

networks .   I  was the person who sought  

the Min ister 's  at tent ion,  not  the person 

being invest iga ted fo r  cor rupt ion .   

S imul taneously,  I  a lso sought  the former  

Act ing Nat ional  Commissioner ,  General  

Mkhwanazi  to  ass ist  wi th  the very issues 20 

and ra ised under  concern wi th Min ister  

Cele.  

 B1.  The WhatsApp message to the  

Min ister  Bheki  Ce le dated 5 May 2022. ”  

 Number 82 :  
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 “ I  ask the Commission  to appreciate what  

fo l lows not  merely as factual  background,  

but  as const i tu t ional ly  s ign i f icant  context  

long before th is  Commission  was 

establ ished,  long before a subpoena was 

served upon me,  and long before any 

a l legat ion was made publ ic ly  against  me .   

I  was the person who walked towards the 

state rather  than away f rom i t .   On May 5 

2022,  approximate ly three months before 10 

the at tempt  of  my l i fe  on August  22,  I  

sent  a WhatsApp message d i rect ly  to  the 

honourable Min is ter  of  Pol ice,  Mr  Bheki  

Cele l .   I  d id  so  voluntar i l y ,  a t  obvious 

personal  r isk and wi thout  any compuls ion  

whatsoever .   The text  o f  that  message,  

which is  at tached to the  statement  as 

Annexure K ,  reads as  fo l lows :  

‘Honourable Min ister  Cele ,  I  am Mr Joe 

S ibanyoni ,  a  we l l -known tax i  owner in  20 

Pretor ia .   I  am qui te  cer ta in that  you are 

expect ing my cal l  as per  in fo g iven to  

yoursel f ,  Min ister .   My fundamenta l  

reason is  to  seek your audience under 

th is  cur rent  s i tuat ion the count ry f inds 
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i tse l f  in ,  the COVID19 .   The tax i  indust ry  

is  in  the verge of  catast rophic d isaster  I  

fe l t  unat tended even now dur ing  

COVID19.   These current  k i l l ings of  

Gauteng and the KZN taxi  operators,  

which I  personal ly  know of ,  i f  i t  was  not  

for  COVID19,  Min ister ,  the k i l l ings would 

have easi ly  escalated beyond measure .   I  

cer ta in ly  request  your  audience as a 

mat ter  of  u rgency to aver t  more k i l l ings 10 

of  innocent  members that  wi l l  make the  

source of  these k i l l ings be impossib le to  

get .   As I  send you th is  message,  

Min ister ,  be aware that  serv ice del ivered 

around greater  Tshwane and 

surroundings is  h ighly d is tu rbed by the 

same car te l  which I  have sol id  facts on.   

P lease,  Min ister ,  i t  is  my bel ie f  as a 

leader in  the tax i  indust ry and a senior  

c i t izen of  South Af r ica,  i t  would be very 20 

i r responsib le of  me to keep th is  

in format ion .   Min iste r ,  you are the 

re levant  person to get  the f i rs t -hand 

in format ion f rom me.   One of  the very  

d is turb ing facts i s  that  the very senior  
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SAPS of f ic ia ls  a re in  th is  cabal .   As per  

your  statement ,  Min ister ,  the pol iceman 

cannot  d ie wi th  a gun in  h is  hand ,  

therefore,  the tax i  indust ry cannot  d ie  

when I  have such valuable in format ion .   

Your favourable response wi l l  be great ly  

appreciated. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  just  s top you there,  

because th is  is  a very s igni f icant  WhatsApp,  and I  would  

just  l i ke you to ampl i f y  what  you are  saying here .   Hal fway 10 

through,  you say :  

 “As I  send you th is  message,  Min ister ,  be  

aware that  the serv ice del ivery around 

greater  Tshwane and surroundings is  

h ighly d is turbed by the same car te l  which 

I  have sol id  facts on . ”  

 What  is  th is  car te l  that  you are ta lk ing about ?  That  

is  the f i rs t  quest ion,  and how is  i t  impact ing on serv ice 

del ivery in  greater  Tshwane?  

MR SIBANYONI :    My own understanding in  te rms o f  car te l ,  20 

i t  was l ike a group of  people doing some nasty,  d i r ty  work  

around Tshwane and Gauteng,  as I  have ment ioned a l ready.   

So,  what  was happening in  the f i rs t  p lace,  I  wanted the  

Min ister  fo r  h im to g ive me an audience so that  I  can 

expla in fur ther  how do I  see th is  happening .   And obviously,  
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dur ing that  t ime,  I  thought  i t  was easy to get  hold of  h im 

based on the in format ion the way I  have gathered i t ,  or  I  

have sent  i t  to  h im .   And a lo t  o f  people were dying around 

Tshwane,  for  example,  because I  am a c i t izen around here,  

so I  wi l l  have to know that  people are dying here and there.   

Therefore,  i t  was an obl igat ion fo r  me as a senior  c i t izen 

here to g ive in format ion to h im .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  but  you speak speci f ica l l y  

about  a car te l  that  is  involved here,  and you wi l l  la te r  on  

say that  very sen ior  SAPS of f i c ia ls  are in  the cabal .   I  am 10 

in terested in  who you are  speaking about .   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  I  wi l l  be  d i rect  in  th is  par t i cu lar  

instance.   At  tha t  t ime,  I  had in format ion that  a l l  th is  is  

happening because of  the  existence of  the fa rm .   So,  I  took 

i t  that  maybe the Min ister  i s  not  aware of  that ,  but  put t ing i t  

to  h im d i rect ly  so,  and fo r  h im to  g iv e  me an audience so 

that  I  can g ive  guidance as to where do I  get  th is  

in format ion or  any assistance of  that  in  the broader p ic tu re 

of  th is  le t ter .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Again,  we would l ike that  20 

in format ion .   I  mean,  what  led you to bel ieve that  th is  car te l  

was a car te l  based on the farm ?  On what  basis?  I t  is  a  

very ser ious a l legat ion you are  mak ing here that  the farm is  

cont ro l l ing mat ters  …[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And serv ice del ivery in  Tshwane 

is  af fected by the farm .   What  ev idence d id you have fo r  

that?  

MR SIBANYONI :    A l l  I  can say,  the pract ica l  ev idence one 

could never get ,  but  the in format ion f rom people that  were  

re luctant  to  te l l  me was there.   So,  ta lk ing to the Min ister  

for  me was more re levant .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you p lease say more on the open 

quote,  so l id  facts,  c lose quote ,  that  you to ld the Min ister  

you had?  10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.   

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  about  the  car te l .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  car te l  in  th is  context ,  I  take i t  that  as  

a group of  person l iv ing on the farm were the ones that  

were dr iv ing th is  force ,  not  to  say that  th is  par t icu lar  

person,  th is  par t icu la r  person,  but  being there and f rom the 

in format ion that  I  gathered f rom one of  my  …[indist inct ]  

now,  I  was qui te  cer ta in that  th is  mat ter  comes f rom them .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And your knowledge of  senior  

SAPS of f ic ia ls  involved in  the cabal ,  who are you referr ing  20 

to?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  I  heard  about  that .   From the 

in format ion that  I  gathered ,  one would be knowing exact ly  

that  pol i ce are more of ten than not  being seen at  the farm .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Ind iv iduals in  par t i cu lar ?  
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MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  real l y .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then no names were g iven to 

you?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  no names were g iven.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So,  i f  General  Cele  had g iven you 

an audience,  what  would you have to ld h im ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    I  was going to ind icate to  h im,  g iven the 

h istory of  my tax i  exper ience f i rs t ,  so that  I  take i t  in to  

conf idence as to what  I  am going to ta lk  about  to  star t  wi th  

is  something  that  is  happening .   So,  therefore,  and ind icate  10 

to h im,  maybe th rough h is own in te l l igence,  le t  h im take th is  

in format ion and u t i l ize i t  through h is own in te l l igence .   But  

the p lace wi l l  be c lear  that  i t  does  not  or ig inate f rom Cape 

Town or  Durban,  th is  th ing or ig inates f rom one par t i cu lar  

p lace.   Therefore,  h is  job was going to be  easy wi th a l l  that .   

That  was my understanding.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when you refer  to  the farm,  

you are  ta lk ing about  Mr Msib i 's  farm? 

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  ja .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  i t  seems to me,  I  mean,  I  20 

must  confess I  was hoping you would  be able to  g ive us a 

lo t  more deta i l  than you just  have ,  because i t  seems to me,  

f rom what  you are  saying now,  is  that  the only speci f ic  

in format ion that  you had in  re lat ion  to th is  was that  a car te l  

organized around Mr Msib i  i s  in f i l t ra t ing serv ice  del ivery in  
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Tshwane and has access to senior  SAPS of f icers.   Did you 

have any more in format ion than tha t ?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no,  not  more in format ion .   I t  can be 

speci f ic ,  d i rect  t o  th is  par t i cu lar  person or  because that  is  a  

broader p ic ture of  what  I  have heard.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Because,  I  mean,  what  your  

WhatsApp speaks of  i s  so l id  facts,  f i rs t -hand in format ion.   

But  what  was the f i rs t -hand in format ion you had?  

MR SIBANYONI :    How do I  understand i t ,  you have got  

your  co l league here next  to  you ,  I  mean,  i f  he ta lks to  you 10 

as a brother ,  to  star t  wi th ,  you have got  no reason to  

underest imate h is  statements as to  whatever he g ives you ,  

because you have been in ter rogat ing h im,  th en you wi l l  be  

convinced that  i t  is  exact ly  these th ings happening.   Okay,  

what  do I  do next  af ter  that ?  I  approached the Min ister  as 

an umbrel la  to  th is  whole th ing .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No,  I  understand that ,  but  what  I  

am real ly  concerned about  is  essent ia l ly  the lack of  deta i l  in  

the in format ion that  you had .   You had no more in format ion 

than that  Mr Msib i  i s  running a  car te l  out  of  h is  farm and 20 

in f i l t ra t ing law enforcement  and  Tshwane serv ice del ivery.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  50/50,  in  a sense that  the in format ion 

was c lear  to  me that  whatever  was happening was f rom the 

farm.   The in format ion was c lear  and I  was convinced wi th  

that ,  therefore,  I  need to take i t  to  another  level  to  assist  
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and i t  was good a t  the t ime i f  I  was g iven an audience .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a moment ,  Mr Chaskalson.   Mr  

S ibanyoni ,  there is  one or  two th ings.   E i ther  you do not  

have those facts  or  you do have those facts,  but  you are 

re luctant  to  share  them in a fo rum such as these .   So,  I  am 

going to suggest  that  dur ing tea t ime you  d iscuss w i th your  

legal  representat ives and ref lect  on whether  you want  to  

g ive them in a d i f ferent  way,  e i ther  in  an af f idavi t  or  i f  you 

do not  have those facts,  then you do not  have those facts .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    We move …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  le t  me just  say …[ incomplete] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  I  know that  there are issues you 

ra ised about  secur i t y  and other  th ings and we must  be 

sensi t ive to  that ,  so,  but  these facts are important  for  us  

because they are  re levant  to  t he terms of  reference of  th is 

Commission .   So,  I  hope you ref lec t  on that  dur ing tea .   You 

can take advice f rom your legal  representat ives and then we 

can move forward  f rom there.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Noted,  Commissioner .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Otherwise,  the in format ion is  not  so l id  at  

a l l .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  what  you have g iven us thus far ,  

i t  i s  not  so l id  facts at  a l l .   
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MR SIBANYONI :    Noted.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us,  yes,  le t  us  take the adjournment  

and resume at  11 :40.   Let  us adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr Chaskalson.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Mr S ibanyoni ,  

we had been ta lk ing about  your  text  to  then -Min ister  Cele.   

We have been through that  text .   We have engaged wi th you 

on the issues tha t  you ra ise,  on the text  and ind i rect ly  on 10 

the issues you ra ise on 83.1 to  83.4.   Maybe i f  you can p ick 

up at  page 32,  paragraph 84.  

MR SIBANYONI :   [No answer]  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can we p ick up at  page 32,  

paragraph 84?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay.   Should I  cont inue?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  p lease do.  

MR SIBANYONI :   A l l  r ight .  

“Min ister  Cele d id respond to me.   He d id  

so by te lephone.   The response was 20 

notable for  i ts  b revi ty  and i ts  remarkable  

nonchalance.   He said the fo l lowing in  

Is iZulu,  [ ind igenous language] ,  t ranslated 

wi th precis ion,  the Min ister  asked 

rhetor ica l l y  what  he was supposed to do  
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when people in  the tax indust ry were k i l l ing  

one another . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  just  s top you there?  Your  

text  does refer  to  k i l l ings of  people in  the tax i  indust ry,  but  

i t  a lso refers to  a cabal  that  i s  cont ro l l ing or  that  is  

af fect ing serv ice del ivery around Tshwane and i t  re fers to  

senior  SAPS of f ic ia ls  l inked to that  cabal .   Was there any 

response that  you received f rom Min ister  Cele beyond th is  

f l ippant  s tatement  about  the tax i  indust ry?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Not  at  a l l .  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   Can you cont inue?  

MR SIBANYONI :    

“The Commission must  weigh carefu l l y  

what  th is  response reveals.   The pol i t ica l  

head of  the  South Af r ican Pol ice  Serv ice  

was in formed by a nam ed c iv i l ian that  very  

senior  SAPS of f ic ia ls  were par t ic ipat ing i n  

the cr iminal  car te l  that  was responsib le fo r  

k i l l ings wi th in the tax i  indust ry .   His  

response was not  to  convene an urgent  20 

meet ing.   I t  was not  to  in i t ia te any inqui ry.   

I t  was not  even to  ask a fo l low -up quest ion .   

I t  was in  ef fect  a  shock.   The Commission  

is  respect fu l ly  inv i ted to consider  what  that  

response communicates about  the  
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inst i tu t ional  envi ronment  that  ex isted at  the  

t ime and what  i t  meant  for  a c iv i l ian who 

has taken s igni f icant  personal  r i sk to  repor t  

what  he knew.”   

I  was not  prepared to accept  that  

d ismissal .   I  spec i f ica l l y  requested Min ister  

Cele to  convene a dedicated tax i  indaba,  at  

the very least ,  as a st ructured fo rum for  

engagement  on the issues.   He re jected 

that  proposal  on  the ground that  no one 10 

would be wi l l ing to  come forward wi th the  

facts except  fo r  me a lone.  

I  pers is ted.   I  a t tempted to persuade h im 

that  the in terest  of  the indust ry and of  the  

l ives being lost  wi th in i t  warranted a more  

susta ined inst i tu t ional  res ponse.   I  fa i led .   

The pol i t i ca l  leader responsib le for  pol i c ing  

in  th is  count ry  was presented wi th  

in te l l igence about  cr iminal  conduct  wi th in a  

cr i t i ca l  sector  o f  the nat ional  t ranspor t  20 

network by  a person who had r isked h is  

own safety to  come forward and choose to  

take no act ion.    

That  fa i lure is  no t  a per iphera l  deta i l .   I t  is  

a  documented and a s igni f i cant  fa i lu re o f  
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po l i t i ca l  leadership in  the face of  o rganised 

cr ime in te l l igence.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Again,  can I  s top you there?  You 

ta lk  about  aski ng  h im to convene a dedicated tax i  indaba.   

How and when d id you make that  request?  

MR SIBANYONI :   As a mat ter  of  u rgency.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No,  no,  but  I  mean when.  

MR SIBANYONI :   When he responds to me.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Is  there any wr i t ten record?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  no.   That  is  when he responded to me 10 

te lephonical l y .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So that  s tatement  that  you 

at t r ibute to  h im was a te lephonic statement?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And in  that  conversat ion you 

asked for  the  tax i  indaba?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And he said no.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Mmm.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    P lease cont inue.  20 

MR SIBANYONI :    

“Approximate ly th ree months af ter  sending 

that  message to  Min ister  Cele in  August  

2022,  gunmen opened f i re  on my vehic le.   I  

was shot  twice,  I  surv ived.   I  record th is  
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sequence wi th the precis ion i t  deserves 

and fo r  a speci f i c  reason.   I  am acute ly  

aware that  th is  Commission may ask 

whether  there is  any connect ion  between 

my report ing of  cr iminal  in te l l igence t o  

Min ister  Cele and the subsequent  at tempt  

of  my l i fe .   I  do not  speculate  on any 

causal  l ink.   I  make no such a l legat ion in  

th is  statement .   I  s imply record the  

sequence wi th exactness and under oath  10 

because the sequence in  the evidence I  

reported,  three months past  I  was shot .    

The Commission may draw i ts  own 

conclusion f rom the proximi ty  of  these 

events.   I  ask only that  i t  note them.”  

87.  

“Af ter  the at tempt  of  my l i fe  wi th no  

resolut ion in  s ight  f rom the Min ister  of  

Pol ice,  I  went  to  meet  the Min ister  of  

Transport ,  the  Honourable  Min iste r  20 

S indis iwe Chikunga.   I  d id  so in  a  capaci ty  

as a pol i t i ca l  p r inc ipal  o f  the department  

responsib le fo r  govern ing the tax i  indust ry  

in  which my l i fe  has been endangered.   

This meet ing was,  in  marked cont rast  to  my 
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engagement  wi th Min ister  Cele,  

substant ive ly f ru i t fu l .   Min ister  Chikunga 

l is tened,  she engaged wi th the in format ion  

I  provided about  the state of  the indust ry,  

the pat te rn of  k i l l ings,  and the inst i tu t ional  

fa i lures that  had enabled them.   

More s igni f icant ly ,  and most  consistent ly  

t roubl ing,  the Min ister  d isc losed that  she 

was aware that  cer ta in of f ic ia ls  wi th in the  

Department  of  Transport  have d iv ided 10 

a l leg iances and that  some of  these of f ic ia ls  

answered not  to  the department ,  but  to  the  

farm.   That  d isc losure was sol i c i ted .   I t  was 

volunteered by Cabinet  Min ister  about  the i r  

own of f ic ia ls .   The Commission must  

understand the const i tu t ional  weight  of  that  

revelat ion.   The Cabinet  Min ister  

responsib le for  govern ing a  nat iona l  

s ign i f i cant  t ransport  sector  was 

acknowledging in  d i rect  te rms and that  her  20 

own of f ic ia ls  had been captured by a  

pr ivate ind iv idual  operat ing f rom a pr ivate  

f i rm.    

This is  not  a footnote.   I t  is  a  d i rect  

ev idence of  inst i tu t ional  capture  at  the  



    28 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 169 

Page 85  o f  253  

 

 

highest  level  o f  department  governance. ”    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And can I  ask,  d id the Min ister  

ident i fy  any par t icu la r  people who were answer ing  to the 

farm? 

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  he d id not  ment ion.   He just  

ment ioned Plank L isongo [?] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when you say that  you 

reported to the Min ister  about  the pat te rns of  k i l l i ngs and 

the inst i tu t ional  fa i lures that  had enabled them, what  

inst i tu t ional  fa i lures were you refer r ing to?  10 

MR SIBANYONI :   The same,  the Min ister  Cele is  having i t .   

I  was g iv ing tha t  example because a l ready I  was f rom 

Min ister  Cele.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So you were referr ing only to  the  

fact  that  Min ister  Cele was apparent ly  uninterested in  the  

issue.   

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Okay,  can we then proceed back 

to,  sorry,  had we got  to  89,  ja  2.89?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sor ry,  before  that ,  the meet ing wi th  20 

Min ister  Chikunga,  when was that?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Not  sure about  that ,  but  i t  was af ter  my 

shoot ings.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  2024,  2023?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  no,  2020… i t  can be 2023.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    23?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can you p ick up at  paragraph 89?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay.    

“The sequence must  be understood in  i t s  

ent i re ty and wi th  c la r i ty .   I  reported the  

cr iminal  concerns to Mr Cele in  May 2022,  I  

was shot  in  August  2022,  I  reported  

thereaf ter  to  Min ister  Chikunga,  to  MEC 10 

Mamabolo,  and u l t imate ly to  General  

Mkhwanazi  in  2024.   At  every stage,  I  was 

the one pressing the state to  act .   I  was not  

the one protect ing cr iminals.   I  was not  

obst ruct ing invest igat ions.   I  was 

advancing them.  That  is  not  the sequence 

of  events of  a  car te l  member.   That  is  the  

sequence of  events of  a  target  who refused 

to  be s i lenced. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  ask you,  before  you go 20 

forward,  you refer red to a meet ing or  a report  to  MEC 

Mamabolo.   When was that  report  made?  

MR SIBANYONI :   To MEC Mamabolo,  i t  was not  once.   I t  

was dur ing that  t ime because as a Min ister  that  was around 

Gauteng and I  was in  Gauteng,  i t  was easy fo r  me to  
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advance and g ive  a cry to  h im.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And d id you meet  wi th  h im in  

person?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Did you wr i te  to  h im?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  I  met  h im in  person.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And what  were you report ing to 

h im?  

MR SIBANYONI :   In  a nutshel l ,  I  was t ry ing to report  the 

f rust rat ion that  I  and the other  members have and g ive h im 10 

a b igger p ic ture i f  maybe he needs an understanding.   And 

we d id ta lk  a lo t  about  that .   But  at  the end of  the  day,  i t  

ended up where i t  ended.   I  was st i l l  surpr ised.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And were you asking h im 

speci f ica l l y  to  do  something about  the fact  that  you had 

been shot  at?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  not  real l y  shot  at .   I  mean,  the issue 

of  me being shot  at  i s  the mat ter  of  the pol ice .   Him 

speci f ica l l y ,  the MEC for  Transport .   Because my r ight  of  

be ing a tax i  owner was v indicated.   I  was no more 20 

operat ing.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  you?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I  was no more operat ing.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And that  was because af ter  

having been shot ,  you. . .  
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MR SIBANYONI :   No,  no,  before  being shot .   As I  was 

a lways t ry ing to ta lk  to  Mr Cele,  I  a lso wanted to ind icate  to  

h im that  I  was not  operat ing.   But  that  belongs to the MEC 

for  Transport .   Then I  went  to  the MEC for  Transport  to  

ind icate that  at  the same t ime,  I  am not  operat ing.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And why were you not  operat ing  

before you were shot?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  my vehic les  were just  s topped.   Mr 

Msib i  s topped my vehic le f rom operat ing.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  who stopped your 10 

vehic les?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Msib i  s topped my vehic le f rom operat ing.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Msib i  s topped your vehic les  f rom 

operat ing?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    They would not . . .   They or  he and 

h is people would prevent  your  vehic les f rom enter ing a 

rank?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And where d id th is  take p lace 20 

and when?  

MR SIBANYONI :   A t  the beginning of  2020.   For  an 

example,  just  a t  the beginning of  2020,  i t  just  happened that  

we had to go to  COVID.   So everyone stopped operat ing  

because of  the resul t  o f  the COVID.   But  when everyth ing 
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was coming down,  COVID -3,  COVID-2,  as the President  was 

a lways saying,  my vehic les were tota l l y  not  a l lowed to come 

back to operat ion up unt i l  2024.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So f rom 2020 to 2024,  you were  

out  of  the indust ry?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Sure.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And physica l l y ,  how did th is  

happen?  I  mean,  was i t  wi th  th reats of  v io lence to the  

dr ivers?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja.   At  the t ime,  I  could not  go and access 10 

the tax i  rank at  that  t ime.   So once you send your dr iver  to  

the tax i  rank,  easi ly  as a l l  that ,  they wi l l  chuck h im away.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Perhaps i f  I  could assist .   I  th ink the 

wi tness wi l l  go,  Mr S ibanyoni  wi l l  go in to deta i l  about  when 

he was out  of  the  indust ry for  the f i rs t  t ime,  when we speak 

about  the 2006 -07 at tempt  on h is l i fe .   And I  th ink to  adopt  

a more systemic  approach to h is  ev idence,  wi th  respect ,  

perhaps i f  Mr Chaskalson could maybe go to tha t  event .   

Because that  leads in to whatever happens in  2004.   And I  

th ink i t  is  very important  that  the Commission gets that  20 

background.  

CHAIRPERSON :    2004,  2022?  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    2020,  2022,  2024.   There is  qu i te  a b i t  

that  happens in  that  t imeframe.   So I  th ink  i t  is ,  ja ,  I  th ink  

we do deal  wi th  i t ,  I  th ink f rom paragraph . . . [ in tervenes]  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Wel l ,  i t  is  the next  paragraph.   So 

le t  us go then,  i f  we need to come back to anyth ing we can.   

So i f  you can p ick  up at  paragraph 90.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Sorry about  that .   

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay.   B2.  

“The f i rs t  assassinat ion at tempt  of  2006.    

In  August  2022,  at tack was not  the f i rs t  

t ime cr iminal  fo rces had t r ied  to k i l l  me.   In  

or  around 2006-07,  I  was a v ic t im of  a  f i rs t  

assassinat ion at tempt  ar is ing f rom the tax  10 

indust ry v io lence.   The at tempt  was not  

casual ,  i t  was ta rgeted.   I t  succeeded in  

wounding me and i t  succeeded in  fo rc ing  

me out  of  the i ndust ry fo r  approximate ly  

two years,  dur ing  which per iod I  removed 

mysel f  f rom the tax envi ronment  in  order  to  

surv ive.   I  on ly returned to the indust ry i n  

or  around 2008.    

The Commission  must  a lso understand 

what  returns represents.   A person who 20 

was the target  o f  a  ser ious assassinat ion  

at tempt ,  who was forced to abandon an 

indust ry he had spent  years bui ld ing,  and 

who then returned to bui ld  the same 

indust ry at  a  nat ional  level ,  is  not  a person 
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operat ing f rom a posi t ion of  cr imina l  

impuni ty  and protect i on.   A person who is  

protected does not  need to h ide.   A person 

who is  powerfu l  does not  need to f lee.  

The fact  that  I  f led and that  I  re turned i s  

i tse l f  ev idence of  the posi t ion I  occupied,  

not  as a predator  wi th in the indust ry,  bu t  

as  a  target  wi th in  i t .   The precise deta i l s  of  

the f i rs t  a t tempt  are conf i rmed through the  

records of  the Shongwe Commiss ion and 10 

wi l l  be provided in  Annexure J. ”    

Number 91.  

“A person who was targeted in  and around 

2006 or  2007,  who was forced out  of  an  

indust ry for  two years in  order  to  surv ive,  

and who then re turned to lead and bui ld  

that  indust ry  through leg i t imate  

organisat ional  s t ructures,  i s  not  and 

cannot ,  on any rat ional  analys is,  be  

understood to be  a person who operates  20 

f rom a posi t ion of  cr iminal i ty ,  power and 

impuni ty .   The conduct  of  a  c r imina l  boss i s  

to  consol idate,  to  expand and to deploy  

v io lence against  others.   The conduct  of  a  

person who f lees,  surv ives,  returns and 
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bu i lds,  is  the opposi te .  

That  return was not  the act  of  a  cr iminal  

boss.   I t  was an act  of  a  c ommit ted  

communi ty leader  who refused to be dr iven 

out  of  the leg i t imate indust ry he had 

chosen as h is l i fe 's  work. ”    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Maybe i f  I  can in ter rup t  at  th is  

point .   Can you g ive us deta i l s  of  that  2006 assassinat ion 

at tempt  and why you say that  Mr Msib i  was behind i t?  

MR SIBANYONI :   A t  the t ime,  o r  on that  fa tefu l  day,  he  10 

inv i ted  me to  h is  house,  which  is  something  normal .   Then I  

went  to  h is  house.   Then,  af ter  that ,  i t  was on a Fr iday,  I  

was supposed to go on a socia l  gather ing  wi th my f r i ends,  

yes,  we went ,  I  went  out .   Noth ing s in is ter  was happening 

that  could te l l  what  was going to happen.   Me ar r iv ing at  the 

socia l  c lub in  the  evening,  engaging wi th other  people that  

were there,  I  fe l t  that  I  was not  safe through those 

engagements.   Par t i cu lar ly ,  a  cer ta in gent leman,  I  faced 

h im at  the t ime,  seeing f rom his  eyes,  I  could te l l  that  

something was not  okay here.  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And th is  was at  the socia l  

engagement?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Socia l ,  yes,  just  a t  the socia l .   Then,  f rom 

there,  I  decided to leave because of  me not  fee l ing okay 

and understanding my feel ings at  the t ime,  I  opted to leave 
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the premises,  r ight?  Just  to  say goodbye to anyone,  as i f  

there was noth ing happening.   And I  was wi th a f r iend,  i t  

was in  one of  the gol f  estates here in  Pretor ia  North,  in  

Akasia,  to  put  i t  s t ra ight .   Then,  when I  le f t  the premises on 

an exi t  gate,  that  is  where we were shot  at .   Unfor tunate ly,  

my f r iend passed on.   I  surv ived through get t ing out  of  the  

vehic le,  I  ran out  for  my safety.    

 Then,  I  surv ived to the hospi ta l .   Four or  f i ve days 

la ter ,  I  asked for  an ear ly  acqui t ta l  f rom the hospi ta l  so that  

people must  not  fo l low me f rom the hospi ta l .   Subsequent  to  10 

that ,  we had a meet ing as an organisat ion as to why I  was 

shot ,  because when I  was shot ,  the person who shot  me,  I  

saw him.   He was one of  the Msib i ’s  a l l iance.   Therefore,  I  

needed an answer as to I  saw th is  par t icu lar  person,  can he 

just  expla in why he shot  at  me?  Because,  at  that  t ime,  I  d id  

not  suspect  anyth ing.    

 Months passed,  everyth ing went  okay.   On th i s  

par t icu lar  evening,  in  my house,  the meet ing was held.   

Then,  Mr Msib i  announced to me that  the  mat ter  that  is  here  

is  not  a tax i - re lated mat ter .   I t  is  my mat ter  outs ide there.   20 

Therefore,  i t  is  not  a tax i - re lated mat ter .   He is  ou t  of  my 

l i fe .   Reading f rom those statements,  I  could see that  

danger is  coming.   I  decided to f lee  the tax i  indust ry and go 

for  a t rucking  business.   As to how so s imple is  a l l  that ,  

dur ing my t ime when I  was recover ing,  my f r iends that  I  had 
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dur ing the network,  who had been advis ing me,  le f t  and 

r ight ,  as to ,  I  need to exi t  th is  dangerous p lace and t ry  

something e lse.  

 For  sure,  one of  them helped me to get  a 

connect ion of  the t ruck business.   Then,  I  went  to  t ruck 

business.   Solemnly so,  I  worked in  the t ruck business for  

a lmost  three years.   Then,  therefore,  I  was out  f rom the tax i  

indust ry.   I t  just  happened,  af ter  th ree years,  we 

encountered recession.   When we encountered recession,  

the business was not  doing wel l  a t  a l l .   Then,  in  my mind,  10 

the tax i  indust ry came into p lace.    

 As to how am I  going to go back,  i t  was the  

mammoth task,  I  must  say.   But  I  had a st rategy.   I  put  my 

f rust rat ion in to the media,  so that  they can hear i t  loud.   I t  

was the f i rs t  week and the second week of  Sunday Wor ld  

that  assisted me that  the government  must  in te rvene.   Yes,  

for  sure,  through that  noise,  the  government  in te rvened.   

The meet ing was held in  the Depar tment  of  Transpor t  here,  

wi th  a l l  s takeholders inv i ted.   There was the Regist rar  for  

Gauteng was there.   The indu st ry representat ives were  20 

there.    

 In  that  meet ing,  I  was a l lowed to come back.   And 

what  make me . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry ,  was Mr  Msib i  a t  that  

meet ing?  
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MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  he was there .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And he…?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I  po inted h im out r ight  in  that  meet ing,  that  

I  am not  operat ing just  because of  h im.   Therefore,  so that  

the pol i t i cs wi th in  the tax i  indust ry  must  be d i rected to h im 

or  me,  that  is  i t ,  nobody e lse.   Then,  wi th  that  approach,  the  

meet ing ended up that  I  must  come back to operat ion.   And 

what  made me to  be comfor table coming back at  the t ime,  

though i t  was dangerous,  most  members of  the organisat ion 

were no more there.   Therefore,  there was no danger fo r  10 

me.   I t  was for  a mat ter  of  me concent rat ing on one person 

or  two,  that  is  i t .   That  is  why I  decided to come back.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    When you say most  members were not  

there,  is  i t  that  they had exi ted or  they had been k i l led?  

MR SIBANYONI :   They had been k i l led,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And you say you were  abl e to  

ident i fy  the shooter?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And d id you lodge an a t tempted 

murder case?  20 

MR SIBANYONI :   The at tempted murder case was there  

automat ica l l y  so.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And d id you g ive a statement  to  

the pol ice?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  I  d id  not  g ive the statement .   
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Why not?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I  was af ra id of  Mr Msib i  a t  the t ime.   And 

i t  is  not  that  I  d id  not  g ive a statement ,  not  g ive a statement  

to  the pol ice,  but  to  them I  to ld  them what  I  saw and what  I  

th ink d id happened.   But  I  d id  not  go to the pol ice.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  to  whom did you. . .  

MR SIBANYONI :   A t  the t ime. . .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You say,  I  to ld  them what  I  saw 

and what  happened.   

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  i t  was the execut ive  of  the 10 

associat ion.  

MR SIBANYONI :   The whole execut ive?  

MR SIBANYONI :   The whole execut ive.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The execut ive of  SANTACO?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  no,  our  local  operat ion.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And who was on that  execut ive?  

Was Msib i  one of  the members of  t he execut ive?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Msib i  was there,  ja ,  Msib i  was there.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And is  that  person who shot  you 

st i l l  a l ive today?  20 

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  no,  he is  not  a l ive.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Are you able to  ment ion h is 

name? 

MR SIBANYONI :   I  wi l l  remember i t  just  now as we ta lk ,  but  

I  know his name very wel l .  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And you know his re lat ionship to  

Msib i?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  he was a very c lose person to h im.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    This meet ing,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  th is  

meet ing,  d id i t  inc lude law enforcement  of f icers?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  no,  that  one d id not .   The law 

enforcement  was only fo r  me coming back.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  I  mean that  meet ing,  in  that  

meet ing.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  the law enforcement  was there.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And at  what  level  o f  senior i ty  d id you 

have people there?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I  th ink the h ighest  person in  government 

was the Regist rar  of  Gauteng.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  I  have never heard of  that  t i t le.   

Is  that  someone in  t ransport ,  someone in  Transport  

Department?  

MR SIBANYONI :   In  t ransport ,  yes,  ja .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And f rom the pol ice?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I t  is  now cal led PRI ,  I  th ink .   The 20 

Regist rar ,  I  th ink,  now i t  i s  ca l led PRI ,  yes,  ja ,  and f rom the 

pol ice?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MR SIBANYONI :   A l though I  could  not  ident i fy  them one by 

one,  but  for  the mere fact ,  the Department  of  Transport  is  
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here in  town.   Up there,  there is  the  of f ice of  the pol ice.   So 

I  consul ted wi th them pr io r  to  the meet ing so that  they must  

come and g ive assurance of  the movement  of  th e  meet ing 

and making sure that  I  am part  o f  the meet ing,  so that  I  can 

a lso d ivu lge what  I  need to te l l  them, so that  they can 

understand the broader spect rum of  the indust ry.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MR SIBANYONI :   And for  me,  doing that  act ion made me 

easy because i t  was not  d i f f icu l t  for  me to ment ion that  i t  is  

h im who has taken me out .   Therefore,  he was supposed to 10 

respond on that  a l legat ions.   Then the end resul t  was I  must  

come back to  the operat ion.   But  i t  was Commissioners,  

Pol ice Commissioners,  a t  that  level .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    A  provinc ia l  Commissioner?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  Nat ional  Commissioner.   Thei r  o f f i ces 

are here,  the Department  of  Transport .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So you had engaged wi th the 

Nat ional  Commiss ioner around th is  issue before you had the  

meet ing wi th the Department  of  Transport?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Not  par t i cu lar ly  the Head of  Nat ional .   20 

You have got  Commissioners wi th in the stages of  the pol ice  

force.   I  am qui te  aware wi th that  Commissioner tha t  I  was 

speaking to.   He is  a  Commissione r.   His t i t le  i s  a 

Commissioner.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And who was that  pol ice o f f icer?  
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MR SIBANYONI :   Come again?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Who was that  Commissioner?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I  have just  fo rgot ten the name now,  but  I  

can get  the name because I  was used to communicat ing  

wi th h im at  the t ime.   But  i t  was a Pol ice Commissioner.   

And whi le  I  was having to communicate,  I  had a f r iend,  the 

la te Commissioner Molapo,  who assisted me wi th the level  

o f  put t ing that  mat ter  to  the Commissioners.   Hence,  I  got  to  

ta lk  to  the Commissioners.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So af ter  you returned in  2009,  10 

were you. . .  wel l ,  i t  was not  in  2009.   I t  would  have been 

la ter  because you had wi thdrawn in  2009.  

MR SIBANYONI :   I t  can be n ine.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I t  was 2009.  

MR SIBANYONI :   2009,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Did  you have a re lat i ve ly  

peacefu l  t ime in  the indust ry going forward f rom 2009 fo r  

some years?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Not  at  the beginning of  2009.   As years  

goes by.  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And what  d id you encounter  at  

the star t  o f  your  return in  2009?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay,  at  the tax i  rank,  somet imes you wi l l  

be a l lowed to operate wi th th ree or  four  vehic les.   So at  the  

t ime of  my exi t ,  I  had 20 vehic les.   So coming back under  
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those c i rcumstances,  I  was only a l lowed to opera te wi th  

four  vehic les,  o f  which for  me,  i t  was one leg ins ide.   I  

agreed to that .   But  I  took the mat ter  to  Court  to  f ight  fo r 

the remain ing 16 vehic les.   I  took the mat ter  to  Court  here 

in  Pretor ia .   Then the mat ter  was heard.    

 On the verge of  an order  being g iv en,  because me 

supplement ing my request  fo r  the  Court  to  in tervene,  fo r  

me,  I  had a l l  the facts because I  had l i cences for  the 

vehic le.   I  had documentat ion and recommendat ion  le t ters 

f rom the associat ion.   I  had permi ts for  the vehic le.   10 

Therefore,  fo r  me,  i t  was easy a w innable case outs ide the 

pol i t i cs of  the tax i  indust ry.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  just ,  before you cont inue,  

who were the respondents?  Who were the people who were 

prevent ing you f rom operat ing wi th  more than four  vehic les?  

MR SIBANYONI :   A t  the t ime,  I  ment ioned h im as wel l .   The 

execut ive,  when you wr i te  to  an associat ion doing an 

appl icat ion,  you name al l  the  execut ives of  those 

associat ions.   And I  added up h is name on top of  tha t .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So the people saying you can 20 

only have four  vehic les,  was that  the execut ive  of  the  

associat ion and Msib i?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So . . . [ in tervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sor ry,  Mr Chaskalson.   And th is ,  you 
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be ing permi t ted to return,  but  only four  vehic les,  was that  

sa id and agreed to in  a meet ing tha t  has the state of f ic ia ls?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Correct ,  yes.   And I  even ra ised i t  up to  

them that  I  am not  sat is f ied.   And hence,  I  a lso ind icated to 

h im,  that  of f icer ,  that  I  am taking th is  mat ter  to  Court .   But  

for  the mere fact  that  one leg is  in ,  for  me,  i t  was bet te r  

than noth ing.   Hence,  f ight ing for  the Court  to  so lve my 

issues.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And what  then happened?  You 10 

star t  o f f ,  you are  get t ing to the point  o f  winning th is  case,  

and does the case set t le?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Then,  on the day when the mat ter  was 

heard,  the Court ,  the i r  defence,  asked fo r  a postponement  

of  that  order ,  c i t ing h is reasons,  though i t  was a lmost  

ev ident ly  to  show that  the  order  was going to be  g iven.   He 

forcefu l ly  asked for  the postponement  based on h is  own 

reasons.   Then the  Court  gave h im that ,  a l lows that  the  

mat ter  can be postponed,  maybe for  three or  four  days,  so  

that  the order  must  be g iven.  20 

 Just  af te r  that ,  two days af ter  that ,  I  got  a ca l l  f rom 

Msib i ,  that  we need not  to  take th is  route.   Can we just  s i t  

down and ta lk  th is  mat ter  over?  Unl ike the Court  decid ing 

for  us.   I  agreed to that .   The meet ing was held in  Durban.   

Then we had to agree that  I  must  come back,  fu l l  force,  
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forcefu l ly  so,  wi th  my own par t ic les  and happy I  was.   Then 

I  got  back to operat ion.   Up unt i l  now that  I  was taken out  

again on operat ion.   Therefore,  tha t  sequence,  I  understand 

i t  very wel l .   To be in  operat ion and not  to  be in  operat ion.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And th is  meet ing a t  which he 

agreed that  you could come back in  fu l l  operat ion,  when d id 

that  take p lace?   

MR SIBANYONI :   That  is  in  the same year.   I t  can be the  

same year,  but  I  wi l l  never  remain ,  I  wi l l  never  agree wi th  

the date.   But  same year,  towards the end of  the year.   The 10 

Court  maybe i t  was in  June,  Ju ly.   Same year,  August ,  then 

we went  to  meet  in  Durban.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And was there any reason why 

you met  in  Durban?  Were you involv ing Nat iona l  Taxi  

Associat ion?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  i t  was just  a  venue.   Be cause he a lso 

said he was not  safe.   He a lso said to  me he was not  safe.   

Then le t  us go to a neut ra l  venue.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And how did your re la t ionship  

develop wi th Msib i  a f ter  that?  This is  2009.   20 

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You have come back in to the  

indust ry.   Your statement  jumps to about  2019.   What  

happened in  the ten years in  between?  

MR SIBANYONI :   So,  me coming back af ter  that ,  I  have 
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ment ioned that  a  lo t  o f  people were no more there that  

forced me out  of  the indust ry in  2 006 and 2007.   So,  me 

coming back as  an operator ,  he asked me to  be h is 

assistant ,  because no more senior  people are  in  the 

indust ry.   I  accepted that .   Then,  as you normal ly  meet  and 

ta lk  and move the indust ry forward,  we developed a k ind of  

a  f r iendship.  

 And I  was g iven some speci f i c  task and the task  

that  I  loved more was tak ing care o f  the widows that  we had 

at  the t ime.   There were many.   I  took that  task  upon mysel f  10 

as  to how I  must  make thei r  l i fe  be t ter .   Which was the task 

that  I  d id  up unt i l  2019  or  ear ly  2020s.   And some other  

engagements wi th in the tax i  indust ry.   I  was there in  terms 

of  making sure that  there was peace in  the indust ry where I  

could assist .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then i f  you can go back to  

your statement ,  paragraph 92,  you ta lk  about  the lead up to 

the second at tempt  on your l i fe .  

MR SIBANYONI :   Should I  read i t  out  again?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  p lease.   20 

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja.   Number 92.    

“The c i rcumstances leading to the f i rs t  

at tempt  on my l i fe  and the events that  

escalated towards the 2022 at tempt  are  

deeply in ter twined.   In  and around 2019,  as  
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Mr Msib i  approached 60 years of  age,  he  

communicated to me that  the  mutua l  

agreement  we had made in  good fa i th  to  

the ef fect  that  each of  us would re t i re  f rom 

the indust ry upon reaching 60 years of  age,  

was no longer operat ive.   His words,  as I  

c lear ly  recal l  them, were to ef fect  that  th is  

is  the tax i  business,  we d ie work ing.   I  

received those words not  merely as a  

change of  p lans.   They were spoken by a  10 

man who had years ear l ie r  a l ready sent  

people to  k i l l  me.    

In  that  context ,  we d ie work ing was not  

s imply an expression of  commitment  to  the  

indust ry,  i t  is  communicated wi th  

unmistakably impl icat ion,  a  changed 

d isposi t ion towards me that  agreed upon in  

terms of  our  co -existence were being 

uni la tera l l y  revoked and that  the protect ion  

I  had understood to exist  wi th in the  20 

f ramework of  our  mutual  agreement  could  

no longer  be assumed.   I  received those 

words as a communicat ion of  renewed and 

escalat ing danger . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So,  can I  just  s top there?  You 
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say you and Mr Msib i  had previously had an agreement  that  

you would each ret i re  at  60?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And d id you expect  to  succeed Mr 

Msib i  when he ret i red before you?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then as he approached h is  

ret i rement  age,  he decided he d id not  want  to  ret i re?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when you ta lk  about  the 10 

f ramework of  your  mutual  agreement ,  d id that  agreement  

encompass anyth ing  more than he was going to ret i re  at  60  

and you would succeed h im?  Was there anyth ing,  I  mean,  

what  was th is  mutual  agreement  you are ta lk ing about?  

MR SIBANYONI :   As  I  came back to  come and assist ,  

work ing c losely wi th h im,  we become f r iends.   Though he 

was a l i t t le  b i t  o lder ,  we became f r iends.   Then,  therefore,  

as  we p lan,  we need to have an exi t  p lan  because the 

indust ry is  not  a n ice p lace to be.   You cannot  l ive and d ie 

wi th in the indust ry.   Therefore,  as f r iends,  as we were 20 

speaking,  we agreed that  we cannot  d ie being  in  the 

indust ry through the barre l  o f  a  gun.    

 Therefore,  what  the p lan was,  which  age do I  th ink  

can f i t  us both?  We came to agree that  60 years would be a 

very fa i r  age,  wh i ls t  you are st i l l  energet ic ,  now you can 
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s ta r t  t ravel l ing the wor ld,  you can star t  engaging other  

people outs ide of  South Af r ica,  Af r ica,  and the whole wor ld.   

That  age even su i ts  me bet ter  at  the t ime we agreed upon 

that .   But  i t  was a verbal  agreement ,  which at  the t ime,  as  

f r iends,  we can agree upon that .   I t  is  normal .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And that  was the extent  of  the 

agreement?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    That  he would step down at  60,  

you would take over  at  that  point?  10 

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  ja .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry.   I  do not  qui te  see the escalat ion 

of  danger f rom his words.   This is  the tax i  business.   We d ie 

work ing.   Why is  i t  that  those words merely meant  that  he  

no longer wanted to ret i re?  Where is  the escalat ion of  

danger to  you in  par t icu lar  in  those words?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  I  o f fered an a l ternat ive to h is  words,  

that  i f  he is  not  ret i r ing,  can I  re t i re  then?  I  o f fered that  to  

h im.   Then he s imply sa id no to that .   Then i t  t r iggered me,  

that  th ing.   Why should  I ,  when I  want  to  ret i re  f rom wi th in  20 

th is  space,  should I  not  be a l lowed?  How also does th is  

happen?  I f  you ret i re ,  i t  does not  mean that  you stop 

operat ing.   You just  ret i re  f rom the point  o f  in f luence,  f rom 

the point  o f  having meet ings of  the  tax i  indust ry.   You take 

a step back,  so that  you cont inue to  just  enjoy your l i fe .    
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 Because once you become a leader in  the indust ry ,  

your  normal  l i fe  stops.   Your day - to-day l i fe  stops.   You 

t ravel  a  lo t ,  you s leep outs ide,  you are in to making 

decis ions that  are not  favourable to  other  people.   

Therefore,  you a lways make enemies d i rect ly  and ind i rect ly  

so.   Therefore,  for  me,  i t  does not  sound good when i t  

comes to that .  

 A t  that  point ,  I  just  needed to ret i re  and l ive my l i fe  

wi th my fami ly ,  l i ke any other  person af ter  that .   So,  h im not  

a l lowing me to ret i re ,  a f te r  he said we wi tness d ie here,  10 

t r iggers a lo t  to  mysel f ,  that  i t  cannot  happen l ike  th is .   I  

cannot  foresee something ten years ago and come again 

and renew i t  now.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Unless you exp la in more.   I f  you say to 

h im,  i f  you are not  ret i r ing,  I  am ret i r ing,  and he says,  

p lease do not ,  I  am work ing very wel l  wi th  you,  p lease do 

not .  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  i t  was not  n ice.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So you have not  expla ined that ,  though,  

so that  i s  why I  s t i l l  do not  see the escalat ion of  danger,  20 

escalat ion by h im towards you.   

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay.   I t  was not  n ice ly outspoken to me.   

I  can g ive an example,  Commissioner,  maybe you are g iv ing 

me a quest ion about  that .   I  wi l l  just  repeat  as i f  i t  is  h im 

ta lk ing to me now.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    P lease do,  p lease do.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay,  here we are now.   Brother ,  I  th ink  

as we have agreed,  we are now c los ing to your ret i rement .   

Do you have anyth ing that  we can ta lk  about  i t?   Because 

we have been ta lk ing about  i t ,  so now i t  i s  coming c loser .   

That  is  h im responding to my statement .   What  do you 

mean?  I  taught  you the ins and outs of  th is  indust ry .   Now 

you are put t ing i t  back in to my face,  that  you want  to  ret i re .   

You wi l l  re t i re  a f ter  me being re t i r ing.   This is  the tax i  

indust ry,  Papa.   Do you get  what  I  am saying?   10 

 So he was put t ing,  I  was a l i t t le  b i t  f r ightened.   I  

could hear h im,  what  he means that .   Therefore,  those 

words on i ts  own,  and the fac ia l  impression about  h im 

ut ter ing those words were too dangerous to me.   And f rom 

that  instance,  because we were n ice in  ta lk ing about  that ,  i f  

you were to get  in ,  in to where we were ta lk ing,  you wi l l  be 

convinced that  I  swear at  h im.   But  knowing me ta lk ing to 

h im in  that  way,  I  could see now that  th ings wi l l  never  be 

the same.  

 Because the year  is  coming now,  then I  must  s t i l l  20 

be here.   Then I  must  s tar t  th ink ing the other  way around.  

And I  o f fered th is  gent ly  so,  because maybe he feels 

energet ic ,  le t  me then ret i re .   Me ret i r ing means I  wi l l  leave 

my vehic le opera t ing and go enjoy  my l i fe  outs ide,  outs ide  

the tax i  indust ry.   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  i t  is  s t i l l  t ry ing to understand that  

conversat ion and what  you made of  i t .   I f  you are to of fer  an  

opin ion,  why would he not  have wanted you to ret i re  i f  that  

was your wish and he was ty ing you down to the indust ry in  

the way that  you understood h im?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I t  t r iggered me back to 2006 and 2007.   I t  

t r iggered me exact ly  to  that  point ,  as i f  I  see 2006 -2007 

coming again.   And why so coming?  Because wi th in our  

space,  me coming back,  a lo t  o f  tax i  owners were no more  

there.   I  was the only person senior  to  h im  in  terms of  10 

operat ion.   Hence,  I  am expla ined my years of  being a tax i  

owner in  the indust ry.   Even as we speak,  you wi l l  f ind that  

I  can say 2  percent  of  the ownership of  the people of  the  

indust ry are my age and the exper ience we have got .   But  

95,  96,  a l l  o f  them, they are new.   I  am not  sure  whether  

you get  me,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  not  qui te .   I  guess i t  i s  t ry ing to 

understand whether  h im not  want ing you to leave the  

indust ry is  because –  wel l ,  not  to  leave your leadership  

posi t ion,  because I  understand i t  to  be about  leadership 20 

posi t ion.   Him not  want ing you to leave the leadership 

posi t ion,  d id you consider  h im to  be set t ing you up for  

harm?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And to what  end?  Why would he,  in  
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your  th ink ing then,  and what  you knew at  the t ime,  why he 

would have wanted to  set  you up fo r  harm instead of  le t t ing 

you leave accord ing to your wish?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  Commissioner,  i t  is  me a lone,  th ink ing  

whi ls t  we are ta lk ing wi th h im,  the tone and the expression  

that  i t  g ives unto me,  automat ica l l y  tak ing me back to 2006 

and 2007,  as to  th is  i s  the beginning of  another  war that  I  

wi l l  never  surv ive .   Therefore,  I  must  come up wi th  a p lan 

as  to how do I  move out  of  th is .   But  me not  showing h im 

that  I  am sensing something is  coming.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you th ink  that  he may have been 

th ink ing your leaving,  i f  you le f t ,  you would go and set  up  

something which  is  compet i t ion wi th h im,  and he would 

rather ,  therefore,  have you ins ide,  so to speak.   Then you 

are saying,  I  am ret i r ing,  and then he runs the r isk that  you 

would go and be a compet i tor  in  something e lse that  he is  

involved wi th.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  he knows exact ly  when I  say I  was 

ret i r ing,  I  was ret i r ing for  sure,  because I  would map out  my 

way forward so that  I  do not  par t i c ipate anymore.   Not  even 20 

wi th an inch,  I  am not  par t i c ipat ing,  ja .  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Commissioner Baloyi ,  Chai rperson,  may 

I  be of  assistance to,  may we be of  assistance to the  

Commission?  Perhaps Mr S ibanyoni  must  be g iven an 

opportuni ty ,  and I  know what  the Commission is  t ry ing to  
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establ ish f rom him,  and the nexus that  the Commission  

wants h im to draw for  the benef i t  o f  th is  Commiss ion.   I  

th ink i t  would be prudent ,  and i f  one reads fu r ther  on,  and 

there are a few th ings that  are not  in  h is  statement ,  perhaps 

Mr S ibanyoni  can speak about  the t ransi t ion of  Mr Msib i  

f rom his res idence in  Pretor ia  to  the farm,  which was f rom 

2019 to ear ly  2020.  

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  say th is?  P lease be carefu l ,  

though,  not  to ,  in  your  suggest ions,  to  at  the same t ime  

suggest  answers to Mr . . . [ in tervenes]  10 

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Not  at  a l l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease,  i t  is  a  very th in d iv id ing l ine.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Absolute ly ,  I  appreciate that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  may not  be in tended.   I  am not  

suggest ing that  i t  is  in tended.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Absolute ly ,  and I  appreciate tha t ,  and I  

am very cognisant  of  that  and I  do not  th ink Mr S ibanyoni  

has a problem wi th me assist ing the Commission in  th is  

regard.   Perhaps he can ta lk  about  that ,  and the nexus wi l l  

then come to f ru i t ion wi th rega rds to fur ther  d iscussions 20 

between h imsel f  and Mr  Msib i  in  re lat ion to the  very issue in  

which that  genuine bel ie f ,  the genuine bel ie f  o f  fur ther  

bel ie f  o f  fear  had been inst i l led,  the genuine bel ie f  that  h is  

l i fe  was in  danger.   Perhaps maybe he can ta lk  a b i t  about  

that .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    But  a re those facts that  are around the  

same inc ident  of  the announcement  that  Mr  Msib i  was no 

longer ret i r ing?  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Absolute ly .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Because we are asking quest ions that  

re late to  that  conversat ion.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    I t  is  per t inent .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And Mr S ibanyoni 's  bel ie f  that  there was 

now,  af ter  th is  s tatement  by Mr Msib i ,  there was now an 

escalat ion or  renewed danger.   10 

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Absolute ly .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Because i f  i t  is  facts at  a  la te r  s tage,  

those wi l l  not  necessar i l y  answer the quest ions we are  

put t ing to Mr S ibanyoni .   You get  my point?  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    I  appreciate i t  very much,  Chai rperson.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    And i t  is  very much cor rect  because 

there is  an in t r ins i c  l ink to  that  conversat ion that  took p lace 

between Mr Msib i  and Mr S ibanyoni  and on that  very day 

and subsequent  events that  fo l lowed immediate ly thereaf ter ,  20 

i t  is  in t r ins ica l ly  l inked.   One cannot  separate that  meet ing,  

that  d iscussion that  took p lace between Mr S ibanyoni  and 

Mr Msib i ,  which inst i ls  the fear .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You see,  I  understand you refer  to  other  

issues which,  f rom what  you say,  appear to  have been at  a 
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la ter  s tage.   But ,  o f  course,  you do a lso  say there  is  

something or  there are facts t hat  were on the same day.   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  would understand only the la t ter .   But  

subsequent  events,  I  would unders tand i f  you were to say,  

and th is  i s  fur ther  supported by. . .   But  that  i s  not  the point  

Mr S ibanyoni  is  making.   Mr S ibanyoni  says,  I  was to ld by 

the la te Mr Msib i  that  he is  no longer ret i r ing  in  th is  

indust ry.   We d ie  work ing.   That  is  what  he said.   And then 

he says,  f rom that  I  deduced that  there  was an esca lat ion of  10 

danger f rom him towards me.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Absolute ly .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  why we are engaging h im.   And 

that  is  why I  say your point  wi l l  on ly make sense to me i f  i t  

is  around that  same discussion,  noth ing la ter  or  on some 

other  day.   Do you see what  I  mean?  Because there is  a 

def in i te  conclusion founded speci f ica l l y  on the ut terance.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    I  understand.   And,  you know,  I  s tand 

by the posi t ion that  I  have taken and the submissions that  I  

have made.   There is  an in t r ins ic  l ink  on precise ly the same 20 

issue.   You know,  i t  is  a l l  events that  happe ned on that  day 

that  has a consequent ia l  e f fect .   And perhaps le t  us a l low 

the wi tness to ta lk  about  i t .   I t  seems my col league wants to  

take the Commission in to  conf idence and make a  

submission.   Wi th  your leave?  
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CHAIRPERSON :    That  does not  normal ly  happen and I  

would imagine that  your  jun ior  should be in  a pos i t ion to  

state what  she would want  you to convey.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    May I  wi th  you leave?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  p lease,  p lease.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Thank you.   We are most  indebted to 

your indulgence,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    And perhaps le t  us a l low the w i tness,  

le t  us a l low Mr S ibanyoni  then maybe to expla in  the fu l l  10 

extent  of  that  engagement  wi th Mr  Msib i  and I  am sure the  

p icture wi l l  become al l  the more c learer .   Thank you for  the  

opportuni ty ,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.   I  wi l l  ask th is  of  

you,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  f rom what  you say in  paragraph 92,  i t  

seems,  in  fact  i t  is  qui te  c lear ,  i t  is  qui te  p la in,  that  your  

in ference that  there was renewed and escalat in g danger,  

that  in ference comes only f rom the fact  that  Mr Msib i  had 

now said,  he had gone back on h is undertaking to ret i re  

when he turned 60 and the manner in  which he responded 20 

to you when you said,  i f  he d id not  ret i re ,  then you were 

going to ret i re .   That  i s  a l l  you have to ld us.   

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And that  i s  a l l  we understand to have 

caused you to draw th is  in ference,  the in ference that  there 
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was now renewed and escalat ing danger.   Is  there anyth ing  

e lse that  caused you to draw th a t  in ference on that  day?  

On that  day?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Noth ing more or  less on that  day.   For  

me,  my decis ion f rom that  day,  I  wi l l  s tar t  moving back,  not  

cooperat ing as normal .   Because at  the very same t ime,  that  

was 2019,  Commissioner,  and in  that  space of  our  

communicat ing,  at  the t ime he was buying a fa rm.   So 

therefore,  for  me,  i t  te l ls  a lo t  when you cannot  agree,  there 

is  a farm in between,  I  cannot  ret i re ,  a  lo t  is  coming to my 10 

mind.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  now let  me ask the next  quest ion.   

Your counsel ,  Mr Abrahams,  sa id there is  something in  

addi t ion to  the basis fo r  you drawing th is  in fe rence,  there  is  

something addi t ional  to  that ,  wh ich,  based on what  you 

have just  sa id now,  must  be something that  happened on 

some other  day.   What  i s  i t  that  happened on some other  

day that  but t ressed the in ference that  you had drawn?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Commissioner,  I  have just  ment ioned that  

he is  now buying a farm in the mix of  th ings we are not  20 

agreeing.   He is  buying a farm far  away f rom Pretor ia .   And 

our  fundamenta l  business is  here in  Pretor ia .   I f  we were to 

leave to another  p lace one hour away f rom here,  i t  is  going 

to be d i f f icu l t  for  me and h im to  operate based on that  

d is tance.    
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 Therefore,  knowing h im back in  2005 and 2006,  me 

leaving Pretor ia ,  a lways t ravel l ing to h is  fa rm,  was going to  

be dangerous for  me.   Then what  I  need to do is  to  s tar t  not  

meet ing h im regular ly ,  as we used to.   Yes,  we would  meet ,  

but  no more regular ly  because we were at  the cent re of  the 

tax indust ry.   Our dai ly  meet ing a t  a lmos t  was 99 percent .   

Therefore,  I  must  s tar t  reducing that ,  no more cal l ings at  

n ight ,  no more leaving my dut ies to  at tend h is dut ies and 

just  s ta r t  to  be t ry  to  be protect ive at  a l l  costs.   

 The only way for  me to protect  h im,  to  be  10 

protect ive,  was only to  do that .   No more being w i th h im.   

Star t  do ing my own th ing separate ly  so fo r  my own safety.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So what  you mean is  that  t ravel l ing 

between,  was i t  Pretor ia?   

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  and the farm.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Exposed you to the r isk of  physica l  harm.   

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect ,  ja .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  okay.   Anyth ing e lse?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Yes,  Mr Chaskalson.  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You speak in  paragraph 93 of  Mr  

Msib i  s t r ipp ing away your responsib i l i t ies as second in  

command,  and marginal is ing you wi th in the organisat ional  

s t ructure.   Can you g ive us some deta i l s  of  that?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I  have ment ioned a l ready that  I  was in 
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charge of  making sure that  the widows of  our  o rganisat ions 

are taken care of .   I t  is  a  week l y… i t  is  a dai l y  work anyway 

to  do i t .   So i t  needs someone who is  operat ive every day in  

making sure that  whatever  promise we promise,  to  del i ver  

for  a l l  the widows.   And subsequent  to  that ,  the e lders of  

the indust ry must  be taken care of .   So i t  was my pr imary  

responsib i l i t y  of  making sure that  there are no compla ints in  

that  regard.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And was th is  taken away f rom 

you? 10 

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when was that ,  and to whom 

was i t  g iven?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Beginning 2020.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Who succeeded you wi th that  

responsib i l i t y?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  no,  no,  no one.   He took i t  upon 

h imsel f .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So he then took i t  back.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  just  want  to  out ,  these posi t ions,  your ,  

Mr Msib i 's  and yours,  inc luding the one that ,  the  

responsib i l i t y  that  eventual ly  get  taken away f rom you,  were  

those e lected pos i t ions?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  h is  was not  e lected.   His was not  
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e lected.   Okay,  le t  me say at  the t ime,  i t  was not  an  e lected 

posi t ion ,  yes,  I  was assist ing  someone e lder  as an 

exper ienced someone e lse.   So therefore,  the posi t ion that  

he was,  i t  is  a  posi t ion that  i t  is  not  going in to  e lect ion 

processes now and then.   But  by the t ime when he was in  

power then,  that  was 27 years ago,  he was e lected.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He was e lected and then he stayed on?  

MR SIBANYONI :   He stayed on,  yes,  ja .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Thank you.   The Cha i rperson 

says he became a t radi t ional  leader.   [Laughter ]   Thank 10 

you,  Mr Chaskalson.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Did you have any e lected posi t ion 

wi th in the associa t ion at  that  s tage?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  you are st i l l  there,  27 years.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  bu t  I  mean there is  a whole  

exec.   Did you have any formal  e lected posi t ion?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay,  i t  d i f fe rs th is  way.   On local  

associat ion,  the  local  associat ion that  belongs to the 

organisat ion where I  am the President  now,  there are  

e lect ive processes in  l ine wi th the const i tu t ion of  20 

SANTACO.  But  in  the posi t ion where you are an execut ive 

of  SALBA [?] ,  i t  is  once,  i t  moves on.   L ike the Chai rman 

has said,  i t  is  a  t radi t ion k ind of  s i tuat ion.   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  p lease.   Th is was for  Commissioner  

Baloyi ’ s  ears only.   I  wi l l  be in  t rouble wi th t radi t ional  
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leaders.   And i t  was said in  jest .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So we have establ ished that  the  

posi t ion does not  g ive you any status wi th in COGTA, but  

does i t  have,  I  mean,  is  –  I  am st ruggl ing to unders tand,  d id  

he engage you,  as i t  were,  pr ivate ly as h is assistan t  whi le  

he occupied that  posi t ion?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  i t  i s  easy to do that .   L ike me coming 

back wi th in the tax i  indust ry,  as people were coming in  for  

consul ta t ion wi th the i r  problems of  whatever ,  he would just  

in form them that  in  my absence,  Joe S ibanyoni  is  there.  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So you were essent ia l ly  an 

assistant  to  h im?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then in  paragraph 93,  you ta lk  

about  the lockdown and you d istancing  yoursel f  f rom Mr  

Msib i .   What  was that  d is tancing beyond decid ing that  you 

were not  going to commute dai ly  fo r  mee t ings at  the farm?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  the order  of  COVID -19,  when i t  

s ta r ted,  no one was v is i t ing anyone.   I t  was a nat ional  

order .   So for  me,  i t  he lped me a lo t .   Even i f  we can 20 

communicate,  we cannot  see each other .   And the COVID 

lasted for  qui te  a  number of  years .   So for  me,  i t  became 

the buf fe r .   A lways i t  is  the reason,  because there is  

COVID.    

 I  mean,  when there is  COVID,  obviously there is  
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danger.   I  can come v is i t  you,  I  inher i t  COVID,  I  go  back to 

my fami ly ,  then there is  danger.   Therefore,  f or  me,  i t  

he lped me a  lo t .   I  used the COVID -19 reason as to  the 

main reason of  no more v is i t ing h im.   Even when i t  gets  

re laxed,  I  a lso ins is ted that  COVID is  too dangerous,  

because every day you f ind in  the news,  a number o f  people 

are dead.  

 Therefore,  you cannot  force me to come see you 

based on those reasons.   But  at  the back of  my mind,  I  

know as to why I  am doing that .  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then you speak about  a  

te lephone cal l ,  where you conf ronted h im about  h is  at tempt  

to  assassinate you in  2006 .   Do you know approximate ly  

when that  ca l l  took p lace?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I t  was a ca l l  dur ing 2020.   I t  is  not  me 

cal l ing,  i t  is  h im cal l ing,  because of  me no more assist ing 

h im,  no more coming c lose to h im,  only the te lephone cal l s .   

Then in  that  ca l l ,  as he was cal l ing me,  what  he sa id was,  

you can see that  nowadays I  am playing a d is tant  f igure out  

of  h im.   Then yes,  I  agreed tha t  yes,  one reason was I  20 

ment ioned COVID,  but  he d id not  take that  l ight ly .   I t  is  l ike 

he d id not  take that  as a reason,  because we could take a  

mask and go v is i t ,  l ike l i fe  was normal  that  other  way.   But  I  

re fused to be c loser  to  h im.  

 Then number two,  he asked me,  what  is  i t  that  I  am 
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go ing to do,  because i f  I  am no more in  contact  wi th  h im or  

having a good re lat ionship,  I  wi l l  not  operate my tax is.   

Then I  sa id,  no brother ,  no,  I  wi l l  not  operate,  because i t  

happened in  2006 and 2007.   And I  know that  for  a fact ,  I  

came back af ter  2006-2007,  which  was 2009,  and operate.   

So I  was put t ing  i t  to  h im that  he can repeat  tha t  as he 

wants,  but  come years la ter ,  I  wi l l  come back and operate  

again.    

 And as to how wi l l  I  come back at  the t ime,  I  d id  not  

know,  but  what  I  sa id to  h im was,  he must  never ca l l  me 10 

again.   So that  we no more d iscussing these th ings of  

v is i t ing one another  or  each other ,  and be in  the space of  a  

product ive indust ry.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So essent ia l l y ,  a t  that  point ,  your  

re lat ionship broke up?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Broke up,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can we then p ick up at  paragraph 

96,  because you ta lk  then about  the involvement  of  Mr  

Mat la la and Mr Molefe.   Maybe i f  you can read paragraph 

96.  20 

MR SIBANYONI :    

“The events that  fo l lowed that  conf rontat ion  

are s igni f i cant  and must  be understood in  

the i r  p roper  chronologica l  context ,  

fo l lowing the te lephone cal l  in  which I  had 



    28 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 169 

Page 122  o f  253  

 

 

conf ronted Mr Msib i  d i rect ly  wi th  the f i rs t  

assassinat ion at tempt .   Mr  Msib i  

substant ia l l y  re inforced h is personal  

secur i t y  apparatus.   He surrounded h imsel f  

wi th  ind iv iduals known in  the tax i  indust ry,  

in  the cr iminal  connotat ion of  the term,  as  

i z inkabi .  

Among those who Mr Msib i  engaged fo r  h is  

purpose was Mr  Cat  Mat la la,  i t  was Mr  

Kat iso Molefe.   The Commission should  10 

note the sequence wi th care.   The 

re inforcement  of  th is  secur i ty  apparatus  

occur red immediate ly af te r  I  have 

conf ronted Mr  Msib i  wi th  h is  

responsib i l i t ies fo r  the 2006 at tempt .   The 

deployment  of  armed men around h im 

immediate ly af te r  a d i rect  accusat ion of  

a t tempted murder  is  not  co inc identa l .   I t  is  

preparatory.    

The Commission  need to accept  the  20 

character isat ion f rom me,  the subsequ ent  

events speak for  themselves. ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    P lease read i t  again.   I  th ink you 

missed the word not .   

MR SIBANYONI :    
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“The Commission  need not  to  accept  that  

character isat ion f rom me,  the subsequent  

events speak for  themselves. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry.   Surrounding h imsel f  wi th  the 

people that  you refer red to,  was that  out  there for  

everybody to see or  how did you?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And you descr ibe,  i f  I  read your 

paragraph 93 correct ly ,  you  descr ibe Mr Mat la la and Mr 10 

Molefe as people known in the tax i  indust ry as i z inkabi .   Am 

I  reading i t  cor rec t ly?  Is  that  what  you are saying?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Repeat  again.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You say:  

“He surrounded h imsel f  wi th  ind iv iduals  

known in the tax i  indust ry as  i z inkabi .   

Among those who Mr Msib i  engaged fo r  

th is  purpose were  Mr Vusimuzi  Cat  Mat la la  

and Mr Kat iso Molefe. ”    

So are you saying that  Mr Mat la la and Mr Mole fe were  20 

known as i z inkab i  or  they were contacted by Mr Msib i  to  

procure i z inkabi?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  in  addi t ion to that ,  I  add them both.   

There is  a por t ion where i t  i s  i z inkabi .   In  addi t ion  to that ,  

you wi l l  f ind there is  Cat  Mat la la in ,  you wi l l  f ind there is  
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Kat iso in .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And why,  what  i s  the s igni f icance 

of  the i r  involvement  at  th is  stage?  

MR SIBANYONI :   From what  I  read,  through c i rcumstances,  

was just  a  proper  p lan to at tack me at  that  s tage when I  got  

those in format ion.   Because that  in fo rmat ion,  as the  

Commissioner has just  ind icated,  i t  was an open th ing i f  you 

were to  v is i t  the farm.   There was no secret  about  anyth ing.   

I f  you were to v is i t  there,  you come whisper  to  me,  I  wi l l  

understand what  you mean.   And i t  was easy for  me to get  10 

in format ion,  because a l l  people that  were v is i t ing the farm 

were not  in  support  o f  what  was happening.   So they were 

a le r t ing me that  they came up now.   There is  involvement  of  

th is  one.   There is  involvement  of  th is  one.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And what  was the s igni f i cance of  

the involvement  of ,  wel l  le t  us take Mr Molefe f i rs t .   What  

d id you understand when people sa id he is  now br ing ing Mr  

Molefe c lose?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  wi th  Mr Mole fe,  I  cannot  be that  much 

speci f ic  because me knowing h im,  there was not  any 20 

e lement  of  th is  k ind.   But  wi th  Mr  Mat la la,  i f  you read,  he  is  

f rom Mamelodi  and at  the t ime people in  Mamelodi  were 

dying and everyone was ta lk ing about  h im.   Therefore,  h im 

associat ing  h imse l f  wi th  Kat iso,  for  me,  i t  says the game is  

up.  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You said Kat iso,  you mean Mr 

Mat la la?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  Molefe.   This was Molefe.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So who was associat ing wi th 

Kat iso?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Both.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Msib i  and Mat la la?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I t  is  Cat ,  i t  is  Kat iso,  then at  the top you 

wi l l  f ind Msib i .   Then you wi l l . . .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  is  i t  about  that  t r io  speci f i ca l ly  10 

that  made you bel ieve that  the game is  up?  What  is  i t  about  

the th ree of  them associat ing that  made you bel ieve that  the  

game is  up?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Reading f rom what  was happening in  

Mamelodi ,  people  were dying every  day in  a b ig number and 

me reading the s i tuat ion,  th is  guy is  f rom Mamelodi  and 

there is  a problem in Mamelodi .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  accounts only for  Mr Cat  Mat la la?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  ja .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  does not  account  for  Mr Mole fe?  20 

MR SIBANYONI :   For  Mr Kat iso.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  i s  i t  about  Mr Molefe that  made 

you th ink . . . [ in tervenes]  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  I  am sorry Commissioner to  come 

whi ls t  you are st i l l  ta lk ing.   I f  the number is  get t ing b ig,  
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obviously arms are up.   But  i f  i t  was h im a lone,  you wi l l  f ind  

a way of  how to protect  you.   I f  i t  was Msib i  a lone at  the  

same t ime,  I  know I  have been l i v ing wi th h im,  running away 

f rom him because I  even ment ioned that  I  am going to 

h id ing now.   I t  was easy for  me.   But  now having more 

people wi th in the same s i tuat ion,  the game is  too up.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  ask i t  d i f ferent ly?  What  at  

that  point  d id you know about  Mr Molefe?  You have to ld us 

what  you knew about  Mr Mat la la at  the t ime,  the Mamelodi  

connect ion and the people dying.   What  d id you know about  10 

Mr Molefe that  made you see h im as par t  o f  the machine 

against  which you have to defend yoursel f?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja.   At  the t ime when,  at  the  t ime when 

people were dying in  Mamelodi ,  a t  the same t ime Soweto 

was in  f i re .   There were a lo t  o f  people that  were dy ing and 

Mr Molefe was f rom Soweto.   When I  connect  my dots,  then 

you could see tha t  the game is  up.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  respect  of  those Soweto inc idents of  

v io lence,  d id h is  name come up that  you became aware of?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  I  became aware of  th is ,  yes.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry,  Mr Chaskalson.   Just  one 

more th ing.   You see th is  deployment  of  i z inkabi  an  end in  

addi t ion to  Mr Mat la la and Mr Molefe.   You see th is  as 

preparatory.   I  am looking at  the sentence r ight  at  the last  
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l ine,  that  shor t ,  shor t  sentence,  i t  is  preparatory,  not  just  

co inc identa l .   

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you then say that  is  borne out  by 

subsequent  events.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Events,  ja .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me take you to the last  two sentences 

of  paragraph 94.   There you say:  

“ I t  was at  that  point  in  the conversat ion  

that  I  conf ronted Mr Msib i…”  10 

And th is  was af te r  he had asked you:  

“Why have you d isappeared on me?”  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So you say:  

“ I t  was at  that  point  in  the conversat ion  

that  I  conf ronted Mr Msib i  d i rect ly  wi th  the  

f i rs t  assassinat ion at tempt .   I  reminded h im 

wi thout  evasion that  in  or  around 2006,  he  

had sent  people to  k i l l  me,  that  I  had been 

shot  and in ju red,  and that  I  had surv ived . ”  20 

Why is  i t  not  the case that  he sur rounded h imsel f  wi th  a l l  

these people because he feared you?  You have just  sa id,  

remember,  you wanted to k i l l  me in  2006.   Why can i t  be so 

that  he was protect ing h imsel f  f rom a possib le at tack  by you 

or  f rom you?  You just  sa id,  hey,  hey,  hey,  remember,  you 



    28 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 169 

Page 128  o f  253  

 

 

t r ied to k i l l  me,  but  I  was fo r tunate  enough to surv ive.   Why 

is  that  not  so?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Commissioner,  I  th ink i t  is  a  v ice versa 

s i tuat ion.   How so?  I f  he sur rounded h imsel f  wi th  i z inkabi ,  

i t  was not  a protect ion,  i t  was an at tack to me.   I  d id  not  

have anyth ing at  the t ime.   I  went  st r i c t ly  in to h id ing.   Yes,  

so,  and get t ing to  know about  i z inkabi  as a human being,  I  

have got  f r iends wi th in the indust ry.   You wi l l  hear  them 

cal l ing you that  there is  a bunch o f  people that  a re coming 

to assist  Mr Mswazi  in  Gauteng.   And we understand that  10 

the f ight  i s  between you and h im,  p lease take care of  

yoursel f .   Then you wi l l  f ind people at  the same t ime tha t  

were v is i t ing the very same farm on thei r  way coming back 

f rom the farm that  your  name has been ment ioned,  take 

care of  yoursel f .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Now,  you deal  in ,  f rom paragraph 

97,  wi th  the second assassina t ion at tempt .   And I  

understand that ,  you know,  th is  case is  current ly  pending.   

You are  a wi tness fo r  the prosecut ion  and that  you are  20 

going to test i fy  p robably next  month.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    This month.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  th is  month,  yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Ja.   Not  that  many days le f t  th is  
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month.   I t  is  soon .   The,  what  I  do want  to  c la r i fy ,  you ta lk  

about  l inkages o f  weapons.   We have done our  own,  we 

have seen our  own bal l i s t ics evidence here.   And can I  

c la r i fy  wi th  you what  the case number of  the assass inat ion  

was?  Is  i t  the Lyt te l ton case number 167/08/2022?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Cor rect .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   You ask tha t  for  the  

sub jud ice pr inc ip le,  we do not  go in to the deta i l  o f  that  

second assassina t ion at tempt .   

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So maybe we should p ick  up then 

on page 38,  paragraph 100.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Paragraph 100.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Paragraph 100.   And there is  a 

speci f ic  i ssue there.   You ta lk ,  you say:  

“ In  or  around 2021 in to 2022,  Mr Kat iso  

Molefe re located to and establ ished h i s  

cr iminal  operat ions,  speci f i ca l l y  drug -

re lated act iv i t ies,  a t  the farm owned by Mr  

Msibi . ”    20 

Now,  can you g ive us some more deta i l  about  th is?   What ,  

what  do you know about  Mr Molefe 's  involvement  in  the 

drug indust ry,  the  i l legal  d rug indust ry?  What  do you know 

about  the act iv i t ies that  he was conduct ing f rom the farm?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  Commissioners,  remember at  the t ime 
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I  was not  there,  physica l ly  so.   I  would re ly  on the hearsay,  

I  re ly  on the in te l l igence,  at  least  to  have a c lue as to what  

is  i t  that  i s  happening.   And at  the same t ime,  I  know that  

when you get  an  in format ion f rom a second person or  the  

th i rd person,  the  in format ion can be in f i l t ra ted one way or  

the other .    

 Therefore,  the in format ion that  why I  was looking  

for ,  i t  was fo r  sa fekeeping of  my s ide as to,  I  must  know,  

Commissioner,  when I  see you at  the mal l ,  for  example,  or  

when I  see you in  my estate,  you are one of  those 10 

dangerous people .   Therefore,  I  needed that  in format ion day 

and n ight  just  to  keep mysel f  safe.   So i t  is  one of  those 

in format ions that  you wi l l  p robably get ,  because i t  was of  

necessi ty  fo r  me to be safe.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    This suggests that  you knew for  a 

fact  that  before th is  date,  Mr Kat iso Molefe was conduct ing 

these act iv i t ies somewhere e lse,  and then you were to ld 

that  he moved them to the farm.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes,  that  was the. . .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  take us a step back,  you knew 20 

that  he was involved in  these act iv i t ies,  and then 

presumably somebody would  have to ld you tha t  those 

act iv i t ies have moved to the fa rm.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay,  I  wi l l  put  i t  in  two fo lds.   Why 

people were dying in  Soweto,  why people were dying in  
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Mamelodi .   I  am a very concerned c i t izen,  and at  the same 

t ime,  I  am in danger,  and these people have col luded.   So 

the in format ion that  I  was d igging  or  the in format ion th at  I  

happened to get  i s  re lated to the same th ing.   In  Mamelodi ,  

you wi l l  f ind peop le te l l ing you about  Dagga,  someth ing l i ke  

that ,  o r  E l i s i t ,  something l i ke that .   In  Soweto,  you wi l l  f ind 

the same people te l l ing you about  that .    

 Thei r  names are ment ioned wi th in  that  space,  and 

now they have col luded wi th th is  man who is  f ight ing me,  

and who used to  f ight  me.   Then you read between those 10 

l ines and get  a bet ter  understanding.   I f  you are h id ing in  a 

house that  has got  no burg lar  p roof ,  put  another  burg lar  

proof .   Something  l ike  that .   I f  you happen to  dr ive your car ,  

armour your vehic le.  

 That  was the danger at  that  point ,  and to a cer ta in  

extent ,  even i f  I  was shot  at ,  but  to  a cer ta in extent ,  I  can 

take i t  that  i t  he lped me because between 2020 and 2022,  i t  

te l ls  you that  I  was able to  evade that  space,  but  i t  was on 

that  unfor tunate day that  they happened to catch me.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  i t  is  qui te  a speci f ic  20 

a l legat ion that  you are making.   You are saying Mr  Molefe 

re located h is c r iminal  operat ion s,  speci f ica l l y  drug -re lated  

act iv i t ies,  a t  the  farm.   On what  basis do you make that  

a l legat ion?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Ja,  I  have made i t  c lear ,  Commissioner,  
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that  a l l  those two bases,  i t  was a hearsay,  a l l  those two,  but  

I  connect  those two inc idents.   People are f ight ing,  people 

are dying,  and they are now in one space,  and that  space is  

speci f ica l l y  d i rec ted to me.   I t  was bet ter  i f  one was 

operat ing f rom his own space,  and the in te l l igence that  was 

coming to me,  you get  an in te l l igent ,  Commissioner ,  that  is  

l ive.    

 I t  is  easy for  you to get  an in te l l igence that  is  l ive 

f rom the fa rm.   Brother ,  I  am here by the farm,  I  see th is  

one,  I  see th is  one,  I  am just  wor r ied about  you.   Where are 10 

you?  Then I  wi l l  say,  I  am in the h id ing.   Thank you so  

much.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr  S ibanyoni ,  in  th is  Commission,  

there is  a name that  people have ment ioned.   I  do not  know,  

maybe they do not  fear  th is  person,  but  when i t  is  h im 

involved,  people  have found i t  easy to  say.   I  have heard i t  

f rom Sergeant  Nkosi .   He is  the one wh o to ld me th is .   Is  he  

the source of  your  in fo rmat ion?  

MR SIBANYONI :   No.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    On th is  speci f ic  issue.  20 

MR SIBANYONI :   No.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  d id anyone speci f i ca l l y  te l l  

you that  Mr Mole fe is  drug t raf f ick ing operat ions f rom the 

farm,  or  i s  that  just  something that  you in fer red f rom the 
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fact  that  you were  to ld that  he was at  the fa rm?  

MR SIBANYONI :   Repeat  again,  s i r .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Did anyone speci f ica l l y  say to 

you,  Mr Molefe is  now running drugs out  of  the  farm? 

MR SIBANYONI :   No,  no,  not  at  a l l .   And even that  Cat  

Mat la la i s  running a drug -re lated business,  the d i rect  

in format ion I  d id  not  get .   But  as a c i t i zen,  I  would hear 

that ,  that  th is  one is  operat ing l i ke th is ,  th is  one is  

operat ing l ike th is .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  s t i l l  have d i f f icu l t y  because in  th is  10 

paragraph you say . . . [ in tervenes]  

MR SIBANYONI :   Which paragraph,  Commissioner?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Paragraph 100,  Mr S ibanyoni .  

MR SIBANYONI :   Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Midway,  you say in  or  around 2021 

and in to 2022.   And you do not  say I  was to ld or  I  heard.   

You say:  

“Mr Kat iso Molefe re located to and 

establ ished h is  cr iminal  operat ions,  

speci f ica l l y  d rug - re lated act iv i t ies  at  the  20 

farm owned by Mr  Msib i . ”    

So you are stat ing that  as i f  i t  is  something that  you know 

personal ly .   And that  is  what  we are t ry ing to c la r i fy .   Do 

you know th is  personal ly  o r  d id somebody e lse te l l  you?  

And i f  somebody e lse to ld you,  who is  that  person?  
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MR SIBANYONI :   Somebody to ld me,  to  be precise,  

because 2021,  2022,  I  was complete ly not  there.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So le t  us take i t  that  somebody e lse  

to ld you.  

MR SIBANYONI :   Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you prepared to te l l  us who that  

person is?  

MR SIBANYONI :   I t  is  an easy th ing to do because I  am 

t ry ing to assist  the Commission as wel l ,  ja ,  i t  is  just  the  

unfor tunate par t ,  i t  was my chai rman at  one of  my 10 

associat ions,  and he has passed on recent ly  through natura l  

death.   Ja,  he was a c lose conf idant  to  mysel f .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  see i t  is  two minutes past  one.   Should  

we not  take the adjournment  at  th is  point?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  th ink that  would be convenient ,  

Chai r .   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  2 p.m.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr Chaskalson.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Mr S ibanyoni ,  

paragraph 104,  you are ta lk ing again about  the at tempted 

murder case,  so I  would l ike to  leave that  fo r  now.   But  f rom 

paragraph 105 on page 40,  you ta lk  about  a meet ing wi th  
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General  Mkhwanazi ,  and maybe i f  you can read f rom 

paragraph 105?  Page 41,  paragraph 105.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  paragraph 40,  number 105:  

“The meet ing that  I  now address is ,  in  my 

respect fu l  submission,  one of  the most 

s ign i f i cant  mat ters before  th is  

Commission in  or  a round Apr i l  24,  

fo l lowing the passing of  Mr Jothan Msib i .   

I  met  wi th L ieutenant  General  Nhlanhla 

Mkhwanazi .   The meet ing was not  sought  10 

by me.   I t  was in i t ia ted by General  

Mkhwanazi  h imsel f  through Sergeant  

Fannie Nkosi ,  who contacted me on 

General  Mkhwanazi 's  behal f  and made 

the speci f i c  a rrangements for  the 

engagement .   The meet ing took p lace 

dur ing a per iod of  s ign i f i cant  ins tabi l i ty  

fo l lowing Mr Msib i 's  death,  a per iod in  

which the Taxi  Indust ry faced renewed 

v io lence and a  dangerous vacuum of  20 

leadership.   General  Mkhwanazi ,  act ing  

in  h is  off i c ia l  capaci ty  as a senior  off icer  

of  the South A f r ican Pol ice Serv ice,  

understood the s igni f i cance of  the  post -

Msib i  envi ronment  and sought  to  engage 
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wi th  the senior  indust r ia l  leader who had 

knowledge of  the dynamics that  were 

producing that  instabi l i ty.   The speci f i c  

subject  mat te r  o f  the meet ing was the  

status  of  approximate ly  f ive to  s ix  tax i  

v io lence cases in  which cr iminal  

invest igat ions had been concluded,  but  in  

respect  of  which  prosecut ion had e i ther  

been decl ined or  wel l  s ta l led at  the level  

o f  Nat ional  Prosecut ing Author i ty.   These 10 

were not  hypothet ica l  concerns.   There 

were speci f ic  documented mat ters that  I  

had been pursuing wi thout  success for  an  

extended per iod. ”  

Number 107:  

“Among the  mat ters I  d iscu ssed wi th  

General  Mkhwanazi  was the deployment  

and threat  posed by what  the indust ry 

refers to  in  i t s  cr iminal  connotat ion as 

Iz inkabi ,  contact  k i l lers,  who had been 20 

act ive wi th in the tax i  indust ry dur ing the 

per iod f rom 2023 backwards.   The 

Commission must  understand wi th  

precis ion the  character  o f  that  

d iscussion.   I  was not  a person who 
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deployed Iz inkabi .   I  was a person who 

had been ta rgeted by them twice.   The 

d iscussion I  had wi th General  Mkhwanazi  

about  Iz inkabi  was the d iscussion of  a  

v ic t im who had  surv ived being targeted 

by  the contact  k i l lers,  who was report ing 

the ongoing and dangerous deployment  

of  those k i l lers,  and who was pressing a 

senior  law enforcement  off ic ia l  to  do 

something about  i t .   That  is  not  the  10 

d iscussion of  a  person employing 

assassins.   I t  is  a  d iscussion of  a  person 

who had bare ly escaped wi th h is  l i fe ,  who 

had watched col leagues being k i l led,  and 

who was demanding accountabi l i ty  f rom 

the very author i ty  const i tu t ional ly  

responsib le fo r  p rovid ing i t .   One cannot  

adequate ly convey  the s igni f i cance of  the 

qual i ty  of  engagement  that  General  

Mkhwanazi  brought  to  that  meet ing.   He 20 

l is tened at tent ive ly and complete ly.   He 

asked quest ions.   He took extensive and 

carefu l  notes of  every concern I  ra ised.   

He t reated every mat ter  I  brought  to  h im 

as deserv ing o f  ser ious professional  
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a t tent ion.   To a man who had spent  years 

report ing ter ror ism to off ic ia ls  at  var ious 

levels,  inc luding Min ister  of  Pol ice,  who 

had responded wi th the moral  equiva lent  

of  a  shrug,  General  Mkhwanazi 's  

engagement  was qual i ta t i ve ly  and 

mater ia l ly  d i f ferent .   I t  was the f i rs t  

occasion I  record  wi th candour on  which 

a senior  law enforcement  off ic ia l  

responded to my concern wi th d i l igence 10 

and commitment  they deserve.   The 

resul ts ,  moreover,  were tangib le.   

Fol lowing General  Mkhwanazi 's  

engagement ,  there was a v is ib le 

movement  in  the prosecut ion o f  the 

speci f ic  cases ra ised.   There was a 

measurable reduct ion in  the in tensi ty  of  

tax i  k i l l ing in  the  per iod that  fo l lowed.   I  

do not  c la im,  and would not  be ent i t led to 

c la im,  that  General  Mkhwanazi  a lone 20 

achieved those outcomes.   I  record them 

as observable resul ts  that  fo l lowed 

d i rect ly  f rom the engagement .   This was 

not  the re lat ionship between a cr iminal  

and a compromised off ic ia l .   This was the  
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re la t ionship between a pers is tent  v ic t im 

who had spent  years seeking just ice and 

a law enforcement  off i c ia l  who f ina l ly  

provided i t . ”  

Number 110:  

“ I t  was I  who ra ised th is  concern.   I t  was 

I  who used my access to the Min isters to  

press for  accountabi l i ty.   General  

Mkhwanazi  came to tak e extensive  notes 

and to ensure that  every issue I  ra ised 10 

was fu l l y  and proper ly  addressed.   In 

fact ,  a f te r  General  Mkhwanazi 's  

engagement ,  there seems to be a v is ib le 

movement  on both prosecut ion of  cases 

and the ease in  tax i  v io lence.   I  add 

emphat ica l l y  that  I  was the  one 

demanding just ice,  not  obst ruct ing i t .   

This context  i s  not  a minor  footnote.   I t  

fundamenta l ly  ref rames the re lat ionship 

between mysel f  and senior  SAPS off ic ia ls  20 

as  one in  which I  obvious in  the surv iva l  

o f  assassinat ion  at tempts,  the  long-

standing tax i  indust ry leader,  the c i t izen 

who contacted both Min isters,  was 

pressing the system to prosecute  those 



    28 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 169 

Page 140  o f  253  

 

 

responsib le fo r  tax i  v io lence,  not  

corrupt ing the system,  not  p ro tect ing  

cr iminals,  pressing for  prosecut ion. ”  

B5 …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr S ibanyoni ,  before you go to B5,  

fo l lowing the passing of  Mr Msib i ,  d id  you succeed h im in  

the leadership ro le?  Remember where you had a fa l l ing out  

was because there was d iscussion about  h im ret i r ing and 

you tak ing over?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Fol lowing h is passing in  2024,  d id  

you succeed h im as the leader?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  of  course,  and I  wi l l  expla in as to 

why d id I  succeed.   Can I  expla in i t  now?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Unless i t  is  coming la ter  on,  you 

might  as wel l  …[ intervenes] .   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  le t  me exp la in i t  now.   Af ter  the 

passing of  Mr Jothan Msib i ,  I  was contacted by the e lders of  

the indust ry at  my house.   Now they are f rust rated as to  

who must  take over  and they understand my re la t ionship 20 

and what  t ranspi red because fo r  the past  four  years I  was 

not  operat ing.   Then I  sa id,  okay,  what  is  the problem then?  

Because I  was not  operat ing.   A l l  I  was f ight ing fo r  was my 

tax is to  go back to operat ion.   Even now,  th is  i s  what  I  am 

request ing f rom you.  
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 Then they said,  no,  we cannot  go that  way.   You 

were the only person who was avai lab le.   Then I  advised 

them that  i t  cannot  just  be a mat ter  of  you te l l ing me in  my 

house,  then I  assume the pos i t ion.   Can we go to  

conference?  Then they agreed of  a conferenc e.   I  gave 

them the date of  the conference,  which was the f i rs t  week 

af ter  Good Fr iday,  because I  wanted them to have enough 

t ime and at  the same t ime a l low Good Fr iday to pass so that  

as we go pray,  we must  put  th is  mat ter  on l ine.   So f i rs t  

week af te r  Good Fr iday,  i t  was my f i rs t  AGM wi th the  10 

associat ion  and me voted in  as  the president  of  the 

organisat ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  for  the record,  what  is  that  

organisat ion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    South Af r ican Local  and Long Distance 

Taxis and Bus Organisat ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   And you remain to th is  

day the leader of  that  o rganisat ion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  yes,  and every year I  go for  a 

conference.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So there are e lect ions every year?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no.   AGM.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    AGM? 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .   Just  to  renew the mandate as  

wel l  and to map a  way fo rward in  a  more democrat ic  k ind of  
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format ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   B5 …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  Mr S ibanyoni .   I  do not  

want  you to address B5 because,  again,  i t  i s  about  the  

cr iminal  t r ia l .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  thank you.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  maybe i f  you can,  in  C,  f rom 

page 43,  you respond to speci f i c  quest ions about  your 

re lat ionship wi th s ix  ind iv iduals.   The f i rs t  one at  C1 is  Mr  

Msib i .   We have covered most  of  that .    10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The only point  that  I  would 

emphasise that  I  am not  sure tha t  we have covered yet  i s  

paragraph 120 where you ta lk  about  two v is i t s  you made to 

the farm.   In  fact ,  you say you only  went  to  the farm twice.   

Can I  ask you in  re lat ion to  that ,  whether  when you went  to  

the fa rm there was any s ign of  Mr Molefe or  Mr Mat la la or  

any drug business being deal t  wi th  f rom the farm?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.   Speci f ica l ly  on the f i rs t  v is i t  a t  the 

farm,  i t  was to see where the farm is  and where does he 20 

stay,  which  is  a normal  pract ice.   Someone that  you work  

wi th,  you normal ly  want  to  know where he stays,  something 

l ike that ,  so that  when you communicate or  when you v is i t ,  

you must  know that .   That  was la te December,  ear ly  

December,  so to put  i t .  
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 Then af ter  December,  the tax i  indust ry is  so busy.   I  

was busy doing my formal  dut ies here in  town,  making sure  

that  December is  a busy t ime.   Everyth ing must  just  go wel l .   

Then the second v is i t  was the fo l lowing year,  whereby the  

p lanning was how do we map the way forward now because 

the year has begun.   In  l ine wi th that ,  what  are h is  

requi rements as  to what  i s  i t  that  he wants  to  see 

happening?  Me being the assistant  to  h im,  I  must  just  ma ke 

sure that  even what  I  advise is  in  l ine wi th our  duty.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And there was no contact  wi th  10 

e i ther  Mr Mat la la or  Mr Molefe on e i ther.  

MR SIBANYONI :    No.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So everyth ing that  you say about  

Mr Mat la la and Mr Molefe is  f rom what  was reported to you 

by others.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  ja .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Is  there anyth ing e lse that  you 

would want  to  add in  re lat ion to your re lat ionship wi th Mr 

Msib i?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Not  so fa r.   I  th ink I  have covered a l l  20 

aspects .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Then on page 45,  C2,  123,  you 

address Mr Motsumi .   Maybe i f  you can read that  

paragraph?  

MR SIBANYONI :    C2,  Mr Motsumi ,  paragraph 2.2.2:  
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“ I  know Mr Steven Motsumi .   I  met  h im 

through the la te  Mr Msib i  in  o r  around 

2012 or  2013 at  Msib i 's  p remises in  North  

Hi l l .   Our acquaintance is  a socia l  one 

ar is ing f rom our shared connect ion to Mr 

Msib i .   There is  no business re lat ionship  

between us and no f inancia l  deal ings of  

any k ind between us. ”  

C3,  Mr Kat iso Molefe,  paragraph 2.2.3:  

“ I  know Mr Kat iso  Molefe.   I  have a l ready 10 

met  h im as far  back as 2016 and 2017 in  

Woodhi l l  Gol f  Estate at  Msib i 's  Woodhi l l  

home.   I  came to know him through the  

la te Mr Msib i .   I  have met  h im a few 

t imes and have a lso met  h im at  what  I  

understand to be  Mr Msib i 's  fa rm.   Our 

acquaintance is  socia l  and arose ent i re ly  

through the la te Mr Msib i .   There  is  no  

business re lat ionship between us and no 

f inancia l  deal ings of  any k ind between 20 

us. ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  I  thought  when you were asked 

about  the two occasions that  you v is i ted the fa rm,  you said 

you d id not  encounter  e i ther  Mr  Mat la la or  Mr Molefe  

…[intervenes] .  
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MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    In  the farm.   So when you say here  

…[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    This is  Woodhi l l .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    This is  Woodhi l l ,  the fa rm?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no,  i t  is  Woodhi l l ,  Pretor ia  here,  

Pretor ia  East .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  i t  says here I  have met  h im a  

few t imes and have a lso met  h im a t  what  I  understand to be 

Mr Msib i 's  fa rm.   That  is  the par t  I  do not  unde rstand.  10 

MR SIBANYONI :    I  have met  h im a few t imes and I  have 

a lso met  h im in  what  I  understand to be –  yes,  that  is  an  

error  maybe …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  so that  is  what  confused me 

…[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  d id you mean to say there?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Come again?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  d id you mean to say there?  Did  

you mean to …[ in tervenes] .  20 

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  I  met  h im in  Woodhi l l .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja:  

“Our acquain tance is  socia l  and arose 

ent i re ly  th rough the la te Mr Msib i .   There 
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is  no business re lat ionship between us 

and no f inancia l  deal ings of  any k ind 

between us. ”  

C4,  Mr Ignat ius Pheel lo  Mthakath i ,  paragraph 2.2.4:  

“ I  know Mr Ignat ius Pheel lo  Mthakath i .   

My history wi th Mr Mthakath i  i s  longer 

and more textured than the connect ion  

ar is ing th rough the la te Mr Msib i .   I  f i rs t  

met  Mr Mthakath i  in  approximate ly  1990 

or ‘91 when we t ra ined together  at  the 10 

Heal th and Racket  Club in  Houghton.   I  

add that  at  the t ime I  met  wi th h im,  he  

was a pol ice off i cer  at  the t ime wi th in the 

Sandton precinct .   We were f r iends who 

socia l i sed together  in  that  per iod through 

our  shared team membership .   A 

f r iendship formed and sol id i f ied wel l  

before I  la ter  encountered h im through 

Mr Msib i .   I  re located f rom Johannesburg 

to  Pretor ia  in  approximate ly 2002 or  ‘3 ,  20 

af ter  which I  lost  touch wi th Mr Mthakath i  

for  severa l  years .   He resur faced in  my 

l i fe  in  or  around 2015 or  2016 when I  

encountered h im at  Msib i 's  home in  

Woodhi l l ,  re in t roduced by Mr Andrew Boy 
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Mthethwa.   S ince then,  our  re lat ionship  

has been that  of  a  long -standing f r iend 

and col loquia l l y  a brother,  equal ly  a 

brother.   There are no business deal ings 

between us.   I  know that  I  may a t  some 

point  in  the past  have par t ic ipated wi th 

Mr Mthakath i  in  the stokvel ,  a  lawfu l  and 

cul tura l  normal  savings ar rangement  in  

th is  count ry.   That  s tokvel  par t ic ipat ion  

was te rminated many years ago and 10 

carr ies no s ign i f icance beyond what  

stokvel  par t ic ipat ion has a lways meant  in  

South Af r ican communi t y  l i fe . ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    When you met  h im again at  Mr  Msib i 's  

home,  was he st i l l  a  pol i ce off i cer?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no.   Not  at  a l l .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

MR SIBANYONI :    I  know Mr –  okay,  C5,  Mr Andrew Boy 

Jabu Mthethwa,  paragraph 2.2.5:  

“ I  know Mr Andrew Boy Mthethwa Jabu.   I  20 

met  h im through the la te Mr Msib i  a t  h is  

home in Woodhi l l  in  approximate ly  

1996/1997.   I  regard Mr Mthethwa as a 

long-standing personal  f r iend and 

col loquia l l y  a brother.   Our re lat ionship is  
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ent i re ly  personal  and so cia l .   There are 

no business deal ings between us. ”  

6C,  Mr Serge Cabonge,  paragraph 2.2.6. :  

“ I  know Mr Serge Cabonge,  though not  

closely.   My acquaintance wi th h im arose 

through shared socia l  gather ings and 

events  in  the enter ta inment  scene in  

which our  paths crossed over  the  years.   

He is  a socia l  acquaintance,  de f in i te ly  

not  a c lose f r iend and not  a business 10 

associate.   There are no business or  

f inancia l  deal ings between us. ”  

D,  business wi th the Ci ty  of  Tshwane and the TMPD, not ice  

paragraph 2.3 and 2.4:  

“ I  s tate th is  wi th absolute c lar i ty.   I  have 

not  done and do not  do any business wi th 

the Ci ty  of  Tshwane or  the Tshwane 

Metropol i tan Pol ice  Department .   None of  

the ent i t ies in  wh ich I  ho ld or  have held 

any in terest ,  whether  as a d i rector,  20 

shareholder,  member or  benef ic iary,  has 

had any cont ract ,  serv ice - level  

agreement ,  purchase order  or  other  

commercia l  arrangements wi th the Ci ty  of  

Tshwane or  TMPD, whether  d i rect ly  or  as 
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a  subcont ractor.   The subparagraphs of  

paragraph 2.3 o f  the not ice requi r ing 

deta i l s  of  ent i ty  names,  agreement  

durat ion,  serv ice  natures and amounts  

received are not  appl icable.   They do not  

apply because there are no such 

agreements and no such deal ings. ”  

Number 132:  

“ I  am aware that  Gubis85 Solut ions (Pty)  

Ltd,  a pr ivate company which provides 10 

secur i t y  serv ices to me personal ly,  may 

have provided serv ices and in  turn  

received substant ia l  payments f rom the 

TMPD.  I  address my re lat ionsh ip wi th 

Gubis fu l ly  in  Part  E and I  s tate here 

s imply and c lear ly  the fact  that  Gubis 

received payment s f rom the TMPD does 

not  mean that  I  received payments f rom 

the TMPD or  that  I  have any business 

re lat ionship wi th TMPD.  I  am a c l ient  of  20 

Gubis.   I  am not  a d ic tator,  shareholder  

or  benef ic ia l  owner of  Gubis.   I  am not  

responsib le fo r  Gubis '  own procurement  

deal ings…” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    P lease Mr S ibanyoni ,  read the  
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previous sentence.   I  am not  a d i rector.   So the second last  

sentence.   So i t  says I  am not  a d i rector,  shareholder.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay:  

“ I  am not  a d i rector,  shareholder  o r  

benef ic ia l  owner  of  Gubis.   I  am not  

responsib le fo r  Gubis '  own procurement  

deal ings.   In  response to paragraph 2.4 

of  the not ice,  no ent i t y  in  which I  ho ld or  

have held any in terest  have received any 

payment  f rom a th i rd par ty company in  10 

connect ion wi th that  th i rd par ty 's  cont ract  

wi th  the Ci ty  of  Tshwane or  TMPD.  I f  

that  has in  fact  happened,  I  have no such 

in format ion and I  am not  aware.   No such 

payments have been made to any 

company of  mine,  d i rect ly  o r  ind i rect ly.   I  

deny categor ica l l y  that  any ent i ty  of  mine 

has been used as a condui t  fo r  funds 

der ived f rom the Ci ty  of  Tshwane or  

TMPD cont racts.   I  wi l l  a t tach as 20 

Annexure C the cer t i f ied CIPC disc losure  

cer t i f icates and company regist rat ion 

documents fo r  a l l  ent i t ies in  which  I  ho ld 

or  have held a d i rectorship,  sharehold ing 

or  the  member 's  in te rest .   This has been 
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prepared by my at torney and wi l l  be 

at tached to the  f ina l  vers ion of  th is  

statement . ”  

E ,  the re lat ionship wi th Gubis Solut ions (Pty)  Ltd,  and that  

is  paragraph 2.5,  number 135:  

“ I  have a business re lat ionship wi th 

Gubis Solut ions (Pty)  Ltd as thei r  c l ient .   

I  employ Gubis  to  provide me wi th  

personal  secur i ty  serv ices.   This 

ar rangement  was entered in to af ter  the 10 

assassinat ion at tempt  on my l i fe  in  

August  2022.   Having surv ived that  

at tempt  in  which I  was shot  twice w i th the  

weapon subsequent ly  l inked to 18 other  

ser ious cr imes inc luding the murder of  DJ 

Sumbody,  I  took reasonably prudent  and 

ent i re ly  lawfu l  s teps to  secure 

professional  protect ion fo r  mysel f  and my 

household.   The formal  cont rac t  governs 

th is  ar rangement .   Gubis invoices me 20 

month ly and I  pay those invoices.   This is  

a leg i t imate,  commercia l l y  unremarkable  

and ent i re ly  lawfu l  c l ient -serv ice provider  

re lat ionship.   I  have a personal  

re lat ionship wi th Mr Calv in Mahlangu,  the  
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founder of  Gubis85 Solut ions.   He is  a lso 

my homeboy,  a person f rom the same 

communi ty in  wh ich I  grew up.   He is  

younger than me.   Our personal  

re lat ionship predates the secur i ty  

serv ices ar rangement  and is  roo ted in  

genuine communi ty bonds.   I  have not  

received any payment  d i rect ly  or  

ind i rect ly  f rom Gubis85 Solut ions.   The 

f inancia l  f low between us is  ent i re ly  one -10 

d i rect ional .   I  pay Gubis.   Gubis does not  

pay me.   I  have never received money 

f rom Gubis.   Not  as a remunerat ion,  

d is t r ibut ion,  loan,  commission or  in  any 

other  fo rm.   I  am not  the d i rector,  

shareholder  or  benef ic ia l  owner of  

Gubis85 Solut ions.   I  do not  par t ic ipate in  

the management ,  d i rect ion  or 

procurement  act iv i t ies of  Gubis.   I  d id  not  

d i rect  Gubis to  par t i c ipate in  any TMPD 20 

tender process.   I  d id  not  p rocure or  

fac i l i ta te the award of  any TMPD 

cont racts to  Gubis th rough improper  

means.   The conduct  of  Sergeant  Nkosi 's  

a l leged act ing as  an in termediary in  
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connect ion wi th the Gubis arrangement  

wi th the TMPD was not  d i rected by me,  

was not  done at  my inst ruct ions and was 

not  the mat ter  in  which I  par t i c ipa ted.   I  

deny absolute ly  that  I  used Sergeant  

Nkosi  as an agent  or  in te rmediary for  any 

papers in  connect ion wi th  any organ of  

state. ”  

F,  my re lat ionship Sergeant  Nkos i ,  not ice paragraph 2.6,  

number  139:  10 

“ I  am aware that  Sergeant  Nkosi  test i f ied  

before th is  Commission over  severa l  

days in  March 2026.   I  am also  aware 

and record i t  respect fu l l y  but  c lear ly  that  

the Honourable  Chai rperson of  th is  

Commission,  the  ret i red Judge,  Just ice 

Madlanga,  made expl ic i t  adverse 

credib i l i t y  f ind ings against  Sergeant  

Nkosi ,  f ind ing that  he was not  being 

t ruthfu l  in  h is  ev idence.  I  am fur ther  20 

aware that  Sergeant  Nkosi  was,  fo l lowing 

those adverse credib i l i ty  f ind ings,  

ar rested.   I  engage wi th the Commission  

on the accurate record of  my re lat ionship 

wi th Sergeant  Nkosi ,  based on my 
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personal  knowledge,  not  on  the  

discredi ted vers ion he advanced. ”  

F1,  the nature  of  re lat ionship  and when i t  s ta r ted 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  remember what  I  sa id,  bu t  was i t  

a l ready f ind ings a t  that  s tage or  was I  engaging h im?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I  th ink i t  was f ind ings,  I  was l is tening 

at tent ive ly.    

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease cont inue.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Thank you,  thank you,  Commissioner.   10 

The nature of  re lat ionship and when i t  s tar ted ,  paragraph 

2.6.1 and 2.6.2:  

“ I  f i rs t  encountered Sergeant  Nkosi  a t  the 

Woodhi l l  locat ion where the la te Mr  Msib i  

was staying.   Our acquaintance thus 

arose th rough my longstanding 

re lat ionship wi th Mr Msib i .   Fol lowing Mr 

Msib i 's  passing in  2024,  and af ter  a  

s igni f i cant  gap of  approximate ly  four 

years s ince our  in i t ia l  encounter  at  20 

Woodhi l l ,  I  reconnected wi th Mr  Nkosi .   

The contents of  the reconnect ion was 

ent i re ly  one of  personal  safety and the 

indust ry peace.   Speci f i ca l l y,  I  needed to 

ar range peace meet ings in  KwaZulu -
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Nata l  in  c i rcumstances where my l i fe  was 

at  genuine r isk.   Those KZN peace 

meet ings were precise ly the k ind of  

f rag i le ,  h igh stakes mediat ion and I  have 

been involved in  through my career.   

Meet ings that  requi red me to at tend in  

c i rcumstances of  exposing me to  fur ther  

personal  r isk,  Sergeant  Nkosi 's  p roximi ty  

to  the pol ice,  and in  par t i cu la r  to  

Commissioner Mkhwanazi ,  was re levant  10 

to my abi l i ty  to  arrange necessary  safety 

assurance for  those f ragi le  KZN peace 

meet ings.   The engagement  wi th  N kosi  

was about  broker ing safety fo r  a process 

essent ia l  for  a peace,  not  about  

procurement ,  not  about  c r iminal  

advantage,  and not  about  ob ta in ing 

conf ident ia l  po l i ce in format ion. ”  

Number 141:  

“The pol ice d id  u l t imate ly assist  in  20 

provid ing  the safety f ramework tha t  made 

those KZN peace meet ings possib le and 

Sergeant  Nkosi  was par t  o f  fac i l i ta t ing  

that  support .   Th is was a leg i t imate use 

of  socia l  connect ion wi th the pol ice 
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o ff icer  in  o rder  to  advance a peace and 

safety  object ive.   I t  was appropr ia te and 

lawful . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  can I  just  c la r i fy  my 

understanding here?  Are you saying here that  you met  

Sergeant  Nkosi  a t  Woodhi l l  and that  you then d id not  real l y  

have much contact  wi th  h im unt i l  a f ter  Mr Msib i 's  passing?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   I f  you can cont inue 

with paragraph 142 …[ intervenes] .  10 

MR SIBANYONI :    F2? 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Ja.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  F2,  f requency of  meet ings,  

paragraph 2.6.3:  

“My meet ings wi th Sergeant  Nkosi  were  

i r regular.   There  was no f ixed schedule  

for  our  contact .   Sergeant  Nkosi  v is i ted 

my home on a number of  occasions in  a 

socia l  context .   The Commission has 

been to ld by Sergeant  Nkosi  that  he 20 

v is i ted my home on approximate ly 12 

occasions.   I  do not  d ispute that  he  

v is i ted me at  my home on mul t ip le  

occasions.   I  conf i rm i t ,  a l though I  d id  not  

keep any physica l  account  fo r  h is  v is i ts .   
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Those v is i ts  were socia l  in  nature,  not  

operat ional .   A pol ice off icer  v is i t ing a 

socia l  acquaintance home is  not  o f  i tse l f  

ev idence of  anyth ing improper,  

par t icu lar ly  when,  as in  my case,  the 

acquaintance is  a twice -shot  s tate  

witness under act ive secur i ty  th reat . ”  

F3,  p rocurement  d iscussion,  paragraph 2.6.4:  

“ I  categor ica l l y  deny that  I  ever  

discussed any procurement  mat ters 10 

re lat ing to the Ci ty  of  Tshwane and/or  the  

TMPD wi th Sergeant  Nkosi .   No such 

conversat ion took p lace. ”  

F4,  Sergeant  Nkosi  was not  my agent  or  p roxy,  paragraph 

2.6.5:  

“ I  d id  not  at  any t ime use Sergeant  Nkosi  

as my proxy,  agent ,  or  representat ive  to 

carry out  any inst ruct ions or  d i rect ions of  

mine in  re lat ion  to any off ic ia l  mat ter.   I  

deny th is  categor ica l l y.   Sergeant  Nkosi  20 

was not  in  any capaci ty  act ing on my 

behal f  in  any off ic ia l  context . ”  

F5,  conf ident ia l  or  off i c ia l  SAPS informat ion,  paragraph 

2.6.6:  

“ I  d id  not  request ,  so l i c i t ,  or  procure any 
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conf ident ia l  o r  of f ic ia l  SAPS informat ion 

f rom Sergeant  Nkosi  or  f rom any other  

member of  SAPS.   I  s tate the fo l lowing 

c lear ly :  

145.1.   Any message that  Sergeant  Nkosi  

may have sent  may referencing  SAPS 

act iv i t ies on a  mat ter  of  po t ent ia l  

sensi t ive nature was sent  by Nkosi  as a 

uni la tera l  act ,  no t  at  my request .   I  was 

not  in  a posi t ion  to ident i f y  and ver i f y 10 

whether  any in format ion in  any message I  

received f rom Nkosi  was c lassi f ied 

off ic ia l  or  operat ional  sensi t ive.  

145.2.   Regarding the laduma message,  

laduma is  a un iversal l y  known South 

Af r ican exclamat ion used to ce lebrate a 

goal  in  footbal l .   I  categor ica l ly  deny that  

I  had any ar rangement  wi th  Nkosi  

involv ing pre -coded s ignals re lat ing to 

pol i ce operat ions.   An in formal ,  20 

celebratory message f rom a  socia l  

acquaintance is  not  a conspi racy.  

145.3.   Regarding the message a l legedly  

sent  at  approximate ly 02:00 referencing  

Specia l  Task Force movement ,  to  the 
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extent  that  such a message was sent  to  

me by Mr Nkosi ,  I  received i t  in  the 

context  of  in fo rmal  socia l  communicat ion  

f rom a socia l  acquaintance.   I  d id  not  act  

upon i t .   I  d id  no t  use any in format ion in  

i t  to  evade or  f rust rate or  warm any 

associate about ,  but  in ter ference 

in ter fere wi th any pol ice operat ion or  

invest igat ion.   I  hav e never paid 

Sergeant  Nkosi  or  any person any 10 

considerat ion,  whether  money benef i t  or  

favour for  po l ice in te l l igence or  

conf ident ia l  SAPS informat ion.    

145.5.   I  had ra ised on numerous 

occasions the concern about  the lack of  

any ar rest  on the at tempt  on my l i fe .   I  

have ra ised th is  wi th Sergeant  Nkosi  as I  

would wi th any person I  know.   More so,  

the fact  that  Mr Nkosi  was a member of  

the pol ice d id no t  enta i l  any request  fo r  20 

any specia l  a t ten t ion on the mat ter.   Be 

that  as  i t  may,  Nkosi  knew my f rust rat ion  

wi th the delays of  fa i lu re by the  law to 

br ing  to book the perpet rators  who had 

made an at tempt  on my l i fe .   This is  why 
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I  must  be c lear  that  I  d id  not  respond to 

Mr Nkosi  a f te r  the said message was 

sent .   I  d id  not  so sol i c i t  the message as 

so receiv ing i t  d id  not  enta i l .    

145.6.   I  pause to h ighl ight  that  having  

been a v ic t im of  such a v io lent  c r ime,  I  

saw wrong noth ing wi th  asking and 

engaging everyone.   Hence,  the  reach 

out  to  the var ious Min isters,  MECs and 

even Sergeant  Nkosi .    10 

146.   The mere socia l  contact  be tween 

c iv i l ian and po l ice off icer,  inc luding  

v is i ts ,  conversat ions,  and in formal 

messages,  does not  const i tu te cor rupt ion 

or  the sol ic i ta t ion or  conf ident ia l  

in format ion.   What  mat ters is  the  

substance.   The substance of  my 

re lat ionship wi th  Sergeant  Nkos i  was 

socia l  and,  at  re levant  t imes,  d i rected at  

leg i t imate safety and peacekeeping 20 

purposes.   Not  of f ic ia l ,  not  improper,  not  

d i rected at  obta in ing conf ident ia l  

in format ion or  off ic ia l  favour. ”  

G,  my re lat ionship wi th other  SAPS members,  not ice  

paragraph 2.7,  147:  
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“As a businessman who has l i ved and 

worked in  Tshwane fo r  many years,  and 

who has p layed an act ive peacekeeping 

ro le in  the tax i  indust ry conf l i c t  resolut ion 

over  decades,  i t  is  not  remarkable  that  I  

should have come to know cer ta in  SAPS 

off ic ia ls .   I  have at  no stage used my 

re lat ionship wi th  any SAPS off ic ia ls  for  

any improper purpose. ”  

G1,  General  Shadrack S ib iya,  paragraph 2.7.1:  10 

“ I  have no re lat ionship whatsoever wi th 

the suspended Deputy  Nat ional  Pol ice 

Commissioner General  Shadra ck S ib iya.   

I  have never met  h im,  communicated wi th 

h im,  or  had any deal ings wi th h im of  any 

kind. ”  

G2,  paragraph 2.7.1,  149:    

“ I  met  General  Khan on one occasion 

only,  in  a profess ional  context .   He came 

to enqui re about  my mat ters re la t ing to 20 

the tax i  v io lence in  the course of  h is  

off ic ia l  funct ions.   Af ter  I  reported and 

ra ised concerns wi th unresolved k i l l ings,  

that  was a s ingle  professional  encounter.   

I  have no fur ther  deal ings wi th General  
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Khan.”  

G3,  General  Mkhwanazi ,  paragraph 2.7.1:  

“The meet ing and i ts  in i t ia t ion.   I  met 

General  Mkhwanazi  on a s ingle occasion 

in  or  a round Apr i l  2024,  which was the  

second t ime I  met  h im.   The meet ing was 

in i t ia ted by General  Mkhwanazi  h imsel f ,  

through Sergeant  Fannie Nkosi ,  who 

contacted me on General  Mkhwanazi 's  

behal f  to  arrange the engagement .   I  d id  10 

not  seek out  General  Mkhwanazi .   The 

General  reached out  to  me.”  

151,  the context  and the purpose:  

“The meet ing took p lace in  the  per iod 

fo l lowing the death of  the la te Mr Jothan 

Msib i  in  2024,  a per iod of  s ign i f ica nt  

instabi l i t y  and renewed v io lence wi th in  

the tax i  indust ry.   General  Mkhwanazi ,  

act ing in  h is  off ic ia l  capaci ty,  was 

at tending to the conta inment  of  tax i  20 

v io lence and re levant  law enforcement  

mat ters ar is ing f rom the power vacuum 

lef t  by Mr Msib i 's  passing.   The speci f i c  

subject  mat te r  o f  the meet ing was the  

status  of  approximate ly  f ive to  s ix  tax i  
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v io lence cases in  respect  of  which  

cr iminal  invest igat ions have been 

conducted,  but  in  respect  of  which v is ib le 

progress at  the level  o f  Nat ional  

Prosecut ing A uthor i t y  had been 

f rust rat ing ly absent . ”  

152,  the conduct  of  the meet ing:  

“What  d is t inguished th is  meet ing f rom 

every pr ior  engagement  I  had wi th law 

enforcement  off ic ia ls  was the qua l i ty  of  10 

the General  Mkhwanazi  engagement .   He 

l is tened,  he asked quest ions,  he took 

extensive and carefu l  notes,  he t reated 

every  concern I  ra ised as a mat ter  

deserv ing ser ious professional  a t tent ion.   

I  record th is  wi th s incer i ty.   I t  was the 

f i rs t  occasion in  years of  f ru i t less 

engagement  wi th var ious law 

enforcement  st ruc tur es on which a senior  

off ic ia l  responded to my concern wi th the  20 

d i l igence and the commitment  they 

deserve. ”  

153,  the outcome:  

“Fol lowing General  Mkhwanazi 's  

engagement ,  there was v is ib le movement  



    28 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 169 

Page 164  o f  253  

 

 

on the prosecut ion of  speci f ic  cases I  had 

ra ised,  movement  that  had been absent  

for  years pr io r.   There was a lso a 

measurable reduct ion in  the in tensi ty  of  

tax i  k i l l i ngs in  the per iod fo l lowing the 

meet ing.   I  do not  c la im that  General  

Mkhwanazi  a lone achieved these 

outcomes.   I  record them as observable  

resul ts  that  fo l lowed f rom the 

engagement . ”  10 

154,  the d i rect ion  of  the re lat ionship:  

“The Commission must  understand the 

di rect ion of  th is  re lat ionship  wi th  

precis ion.   I  was not  a f igure of  in f luence 

seeking to deploy  a senior  pol i ce off ic ia l  

for  improper purposes.   I  was a  twice -

shot ,  long -suffer ing v ic t im and indust ry  

leader who had spent  years  t ry ing 

wi thout  success to  obta in  law 

enforcement  at tent ion for  v io lence that  20 

had c la imed l ives  wi th in my professional  

communi ty and that  had twice c la imed 

at tempts on my l i fe.”  

155,  the i rony of  the Commission 's posi t ion:  

“ I t  is  a  mat ter  of  deep personal  
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s ign i f i cance tha t  the very General  

Mkhwanazi  whose publ ic  a l legat ions on 

July 6,  2025 led d i rect ly  to  the 

establ ishment  of  th is  Commission was a 

person who,  only one year pr io r,  had 

personal ly  reached out  to  me to seek my 

assistance in  addressing tax i  v io lence.   I  

answered that  ca l l .   I  p rovided 

in format ion,  I  cooperated,  and i t  is  a  

consequence of  that  General 's  10 

subsequent  publ ic  a l legat ions that  I  now 

s i t  under subpoena befo re  th is  

Commission.   I  record th is  i rony not  wi th  

rancour  but  wi th  the hope that  th is  

Commission wi l l  assess the fu l l  p ic ture 

with care and impart ia l i t y  i t  deserves. ”  

156:  

“No payment  or  improper exchange.   I  

conf i rm as I  do in  par t  G5 of  th is  

statement  that  I  have no t ime made any 20 

payment  to  General  Mkhwanazi  or  

provided any improper benef i t  or  

inducement  of  any nature in  connect ion 

wi th any off ic ia l  mat te r.   No improper 

exchange of  any k ind occur red between 
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us.   Our s ingle meet ing was a 

professional ,  law enforcement -or ientated 

engagement  proper ly  in i t ia ted by General  

Mkhwanazi  in  the  exerc ise of  h is  off ic ia l  

funct ions and responded to by me in  the 

exerc ise of  my c iv ic  duty. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Before  we get  to  G4,  i f  I  take you 

back to the not ice,  which is  at  page 4 of  the annexure 

bundle,  you wi l l  see that  the quest ion under  2.71 a lso asks 

for  the nature and deta i ls  of  your  re lat ionships wi th any 10 

off ic ia l  o f  the SAPS at  the rank of  Br igadier  o r  General ,  not  

just  Generals Khan,  Mkhwanazi  and S ib iya.   Are there any 

other  SAPS Br igadiers or  Generals  wi th whom you have had 

a re lat ionship and about  which you can te l l  us?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  that  I  can remember.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So the  only Generals that  you 

have encountered at  SAPS are  Khan,  Mkhwanazi  and 

S ib iya?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  not  S ib iya.   You have met  20 

Khan on one occasion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  Ja.   No,  Khan once.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And L ieutenant  General  

Mkhwanazi  on a couple of  occasions?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Twice.   No,  i t  is  twice.   Before and af ter.    
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.   And then i f  you can 

move on to the quest ion about  pol ice escor ts?   

MR SIBANYONI :    G4,  pol i ce escor ts,  paragraph 2.7.2:  

“Pol ice escor ts  have previously been 

provided to me on occasions when I  

a t tended meet ings to resolve  the  tax i  

conf l i c t  and indust ry d isputes in  my wel l -

establ ished ro le as a mediator,  a  ro le I  10 

have d ischarged for  many years,  

involv ing contending  fact ions in  an 

indust ry where v io lence has at  t imes 

been t ragica l l y  common.   Pol ice escor ts,  

in  that  context ,  p rotect  the mediator  and 

s ignal  o ff ic ia l  endorsement  of  conf l i c t  

resolut ion effor ts .   Pol ice escor ts  were 

a lso provided in  the context  of  the 

credib le and ongoing threat  to  my l i fe  

fo l lowing the August  2022 assassinat ion 20 

at tempt .   A person who has been shot  

twice,  whose assassinat ion weapons 

were l inked to 18 other  ser ious cr imes,  i s  

encouraged to accept  lawfu l  po l ice  

protect ion on the face of  ongo ing 
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v io lence targeted at  h is  l i fe .   I  pause to 

add that  th is  was not  a benef i t  un ique to 

me.   I t  was a government  decis ion to  

provide secur i ty  to  tax i  indust ry bosses 

and leadership,  due to the k i l l i ngs that  

were emi t ted on them wi thout  fear. ”  

158:  

“ I  deny that  the provis ion of  pol i ce 

escorts to  me ref lects any improper 

re lat ionship wi th  any member of  SAPS.   10 

The provis ion of  pol i ce protect ion to a 

person under  a credib le  and 

demonst rated threat  of  assassinat ion is  a 

leg i t imate funct ion of  the SAPS and is  

ent i re ly  consisten t  wi th  the SAPS need to 

protect  l i fe  and l imb.   I t  is  ev idence of  a  

threat  that  the  author i t ies themselves 

recognise. ”  

159:  

“There have been var ious reports and 20 

ar t i c les that  show the pol ice act ive ly  

provid ing protect ion to members of  the  

tax i  indust ry af te r  having ident i f ied the  

k i l l ings that  were  tak ing p lace wi th in the 

indust ry. ”  
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160:  

“The then -MEC, Ms Fai th Mazibuko,  had 

in i t ia l l y  made safety and secur i ty  

ar rangements,  inc luding the pol ice escor t  

ar rangement  fo r  tax i  bosses,  inc luding 

the la te Mr  BJ Mkhonza,  who was the 

Chai rman of  SANTACO Gauteng,  due to 

the f ragi l i ty  and unsafe envi ronment  

wi th in which he operated and the 

v io lence in  th is  indust ry.   I  must  add that  10 

the la te fo rmer Gauteng SANTACO 

Chai rperson,  Mr  Mkhonza,  who sadly  

passed on in  November 2024,  has 

assisted in  ar ranging pol ice escor ts and 

protect ion fo r  me when we a t tended 

var ious mediat ion and peace ta lks.   

Knowing exact ly  what  was happen ing in  

the indust ry and the v io lence there in,  Mr  

Mkhonza extended a hand to assist  wi t h  

protect ion under the help of  the MEC for  20 

safety.   Af ter  h is  passing,  the t reasurer  of  

h is  associat ion,  that  was Mr  Lefa 

Matemane,  who a lso sadly passed on in  

or  around September or  October  2025, 

kept  us assisted through h is connect ions 
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to  receive pol ice escor ts in  per iods when 

v io lence was looming la rge.   Fol lowing 

h is passing,  I  have s ince sadly no t  been 

assisted by any pol ice escor t  and have 

bolstered my own personal  secur i ty  

through the employment  of  Gubis85. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  I  can just  come in  here?  Can 

you expla in to  us  how th is  pol ice escor t  system operated?  

How were you to ld to  ar range pol ice escor ts?  Who would  

you contact?  What  escor ts would be provided?  What  were 10 

the requi rements for  escor ts?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  f rom where I  am coming f rom,  when 

the MEC gave the former Gauteng Chai rperson,  Mr  

Mkhonza,  a r ight  to  be escorted  to  ser ious meet ings of  tax i  

v io lence because they were so r i fe ,  what  I  have learned is  

he inv i ted a l l ,  i f  they were not  generous,  I  do not  know at  

which level ,  and gave them a mandate that  they must  assist  

the Chai rperson of  Gauteng,  Mr Mkhonza,  wi th  a l l  escor ts  

that  at  the t ime Mr Mkhonza would need in  re lat ion to the  

meet ings of  tax i  v io lence.  20 

 Then,  therefore,  I  was not  p r ivy to  that  as to  who 

the pol ice are.   Then me being c loser  to  h im as we were  

doing th is ,  he gave me one of  h is  assistants that  I  have 

ment ioned,  Lefa,  to  assist  me.   So for  me to assist ,  to  ca l l  

Lefa,  and he knows exact ly  who to  contact .   But  ever  s ince 
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a f ter  the passing of  Mr Lefa,  no fu r ther  communicat ion.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  is  i t  to  at tend mediat ion  

meet ings only,  o r  tax i  indust ry business only,  o r  i s  i t  just  

po l i ce escor ts on  a dai ly  basis?  I f  you want  to  go down to 

the shops,  are you ent i t led to a pol ice escor t?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Not  only tax i  meet ings.   As a tax i  owner,  

you do not  go to shops.   Your movements are very l imi ted.   

Very l imi ted.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Do you go to footbal l  matches?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Once.    10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So i f  you were  to go  to a  footbal l  

match,  would you get  a pol ice escor t?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no,  there is  no need.   There is  no 

need.   I t  is  a  one -way dr ive,  you get  in to the stadium,  one -

way dr ive wi th your secur i ty,  you are home.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  the secur i ty  i s  your  own 

secur i t y,  not  pol i ce.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  and for  a record,  I  have at tended 

only one match ever  s ince.   For  a  record,  I  have a t tended 

only one footbal l  game.    20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Only one in  your  l i fe?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    He may not  be a t rue  South 

Af r ican.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  because your team is doing so  
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poor ly,  Mr S ibanyoni?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  I  love Or lando Pi rates,  i t  is  just  the  

team.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No,  no ,  no.   Then you most  

def in i te ly  a re a t rue South Af r ican,  Mr S ibanyoni .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  and Or lando Pi rates are the local  

leaders as we speak.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  am aware of  th is ,  but  you have 

l i tera l l y  only been to one footbal l  match?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  yes.    10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Okay,  le t  us go back to the  

statement ,  163.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  163:  

“ I  have never made any payment  to  any 

member  of  SAPS in considerat ion for  any 

off ic ia l  favour,  conf ident ia l  in format ion,  

suppression of  any invest igat ion or  

prosecut ion,  procurement  advantage or  

any other  improper papers,  not  to  

Sergeant  Nkosi ,  not  to  General  Khan,  not  20 

to General  Mkhwanazi ,  not  to  General  

Sibiya,  not  to  any SAPS member. ”  

H,  my re lat ionsh ip wi th fur ther  named indiv idual ,  not ice  

paragraph 2.8,  164:  

“ I  deal  wi th  each of  the ind iv iduals name d 
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in  paragraph 2.8 in  turn. ”  

H1,  Mr Calv in Mahlangu,  paragraph 2.8.1:  

“Mr Calv in Mahlangu is  the founder of  

Gubis85 Solut ions,  which provides me 

wi th secur i ty  serv ices as descr ibed in  

par t  E.   He is  a lso my homeboy and f rom 

the same communi ty in  which I  grew up.   

My re lat ionship  wi th h im combines a  

leg i t imate  professional  c l ient  serv ice 

engagement  wi th  a genuine socia l  and 10 

communi ty -based f r iendship  that  

predates the Gub is arrangement .   I  deny 

that  I  ho ld any benef ic ia l  ownership 

in terest  in  Gubis85 Solut io ns through Mr  

Mahlangu and any other  a rrangement . ”  

H2,  Mr Mandla Mgcina,  paragraph 2.8.2:  

“Mr Mandla Mgcina is  my f i rs t  cousin.   

His father  and my mother are s ib l ings.   

Ours is  an ent i re ly  fami ly  re lat ionship.   

We have no business deal ings of  any 20 

k ind.   In  the event  there has been any 

f inancia l  t ransact ion between us,  i t  is 

pure ly on a fami l ia l  a rrangement  as 

fami ly  and noth ing more. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  ask what  you mean by 
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that?   Wel l ,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  have there been f inancia l  

t ransact ions between yo u?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Come again?   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  have there been 

f inancia l  t ransact ions between you?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  based on the  re lat ionship of  being my 

f i rs t  cousin.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And what  do you mean based on 

the re lat ionship?   

MR SIBANYONI :    L ike I  wi l l  ask  assistance,  he wi l l  ask  10 

assistance.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So i t  is  essent ia l l y  extending 

f inancia l  assistance to re lat i ves?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  more especia l ly  dur ing the t ime when 

I  was not  operat ing.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thanks.   I f  you can cont inue wi th  

Mr Dhlamin i?  

MR SIBANYONI :    H3,  Mr Umashi  Dhlamin i ,  paragraph 

2.8.3:  

“ I  have no re lat ionship whatsoever wi th 20 

Mr Umashi  Dhlamin i .   I  do not  know him 

personal ly.   I  have never  met ,  

communicated wi th,  or  had any deal ings 

wi th h im of  any k ind.   I  have,  however,  

associated wi th  h is  brother  Peter  
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Dhlamin i ,  who is  a lso a tax i  owner and 

operator.   He has sadly passed on about  

2008 or  2009. ”  

H4,  Mr Mpho Lekukela,  paragraph 2.8.4:  

“ I  have no re lat ionship whatsoever wi th  

Mpho Lekukela.   I  have never met ,  

communicated wi th,  or  had any deal ings 

with h im.”  

H5,  Mr Gareth Mnis i ,  paragraph 2.8 .5:  

“ I  met  Mr Gareth  Mnis i  on one occasion.   10 

There is  no ongoing personal  o r  business 

re lat ionship between us.   I  have never 

had any f inancia l  deal ings wi th Mr Mnis i . ”  

170:  

“ I  have addressed Mr Mnis i 's  test imony 

regard ing the JS ident i f icat ion and Part  G 

above.   I  spec i f ica l l y  deny that  any 

meet ings are arranged at  my home for  16 

December 2022 was for  any improper 

purposes.   I  reserve the  r ight  to  deal  20 

more fu l l y  wi th  Mr Mnis i 's  ev idence in  a 

supplementary s tatement  that  I  have 

studied the fu l l  t ranscr ip t  o f  h is  

Commission test imony,  which  my 

at torneys have requested and I  
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understand I  yet  to  receive.   I  add that  

Nkosi  s imply ind icated that  he wanted me 

to meet  Mr Mnis i .   I  know Nkosi  to  have 

a lways been a mover and a shaker,  and 

so when he suggested an in t roduct ion,  I  

d id  not  object .   This meet ing was a once -

off ,  and noth ing came of  such a meet ing. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And can I  c lar i fy,  is  th is  the  

meet ing that  took p lace on 16 December 2025?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  ja .    10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So that  is  the only occasion that  

you met  Mr Mnis i?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Sure.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And i t  was at  your  house?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.    

MR SIBANYONI :    H6,  Mr Tshukudu Malat j i ,  paragraph 

2.8.6:  

“ I  have no re lat ionship whatsoever wi th 

Tshukudu Malat j i .   I  have never met ,  20 

communicated w i th,  or  had deal ings 

with. ”  

H7,  Mr S ipho Nkomo and Mr Lebogang Phi r i ,  paragraph 

2.8.7:  

“ I  have no re lat ionship whatsoever wi th 
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e i ther  Mr S ipho Nkomo or  Mr Lebogang 

Phi r i .   I  have never met ,  communicated 

with,  o r  had deal ings wi th e i ther  of  them.”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Chaskalson,  before  we –  

paragraph 170,  where Mr S ibanyoni  says they have 

requested a fu l l  t ranscr ip t  o f  Mr Mnis i 's  test imony,  and to  

date i t  has not  been provided.   As far  as I  am aware,  

t ranscr ip ts are avai lab le on the Commission 's websi te .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  I  th ink that  has cer ta in ly  

been communicated to Mr S ibanyoni ’s  legal  team.   10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So I  th ink that  must  just  be c la r i f ied  

and we leave i t  a t  that .  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Perhaps,  Commissioner,  I  th ink i t  

inc luded more than just  the t ranscr ip ts.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  that  is  the issue,  then le t  us leave 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    I t  inc luded statements,  a ff idav i ts  that  

Mr Nkosi ,  Sergeant  Nkosi ,  had made to the Commission and 

other  documents re levant  to  Mr S ibanyoni  …[ intervenes] .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Then i t  is  between the …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Yes,  i t  is  between us.   Thank you.  

MR SIBANYONI :    H8,  Mr Aust in  Seunkie Mokubung ,  DJ 

Vet tys,  paragraph 2.8.8:  

“ I  have encountered and known Mr  

Mokubung,  a lso e ffect ive ly and commonly 
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known in  the enter ta inment  space as DJ 

Vet tys.   I  have met  h im on var ious 

occasions at  socia l  events in  the  

enter ta inment  and socia l  schemes in  

which our  respect ive paths have crossed 

over  the years.   These are socia l  

encounters.   There is  no personal  

f r iendship or  ongoing business 

re lat ionship between us.   I  h ave had no 

f inancia l  deal ings of  any s igni f i cance wi th 10 

DJ Vet tys.   I  am aware,  through the 

publ ic  record of  the Mat la la proceedings,  

that  Mr Mokubung is  h imsel f  a  co -v ic t im 

in  the cr iminal  proceedings against  Mr 

Vusimuzi  Cat  Mat la la.   That  the same 

al leged cr iminal  network that  shot  me 

a lso a l leged ta rgeted Mr Mokubung.   His 

status as a co-v ic t im of  the same cr iminal  

network as the one that  shot  me conf i rms 

in  the very least  that  the v io lence of  that  20 

network was not  d i rected at  me as an 

associate or  member.   I t  was d i rec ted at  

us as targets. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  can I  

understand what  you are saying in  that  last  sentence,  the 
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po int  that  you are  t ry ing to make?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Where should I  s tar t?  His status?   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  h is  status.  

MR SIBANYONI :     

“His status as a  co -v ic t im of  the  same 

cr iminal  network as the one that  shot  me 

conf i rms in  the  very least  that  the  

v io lence of  that  network was not  d i rected 

at  me as an associate or  a member.   I t  

was d i rected at  us as ta rge t s . ”  10 

Let  me a lso add H9 so that  i t  adds up to your quest ion as  

wel l .   174:  

“ I  knew DJ Sumbody 's fa ther,  Mr Sefoka,  

who was a member of  our  associat ion  

Pretor ia  Mabopane Petersburg PMP Taxi  

Associat ion and an operator  wi th  us.   I  

know him f rom as far  back as a lmost  30 

years ago,  where Mr Sefoka passed on 

as an operator.   His son,  Oupa Sefoka,  

was in t roduced to the indust ry.   Despi te  20 

having been in t roduced,  Oupa d id not  

carry the burden of  the work h is  fa ther  

was doing,  and instead the  work  wi th in 

the indust ry was taken over  and instead 

carr ied on by h is mother,  Ms Sefoka. ”  
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What  I  am t ry ing to expla in fu r ther  here is  DJ Vet tys,  there 

was an at tempt  on h is l i fe ,  and I  knew him f rom socia l  

events,  and he was c lose to me based on that ,  very c lose.   

Same as Mr Sefoka,  DJ Sumbody.   Same space,  same 

everyth ing.    

 Therefore,  the at tempted l i fe  of  DJ Vet tys and Mr  

Sefoka being unal ive,  i t  was a mat ter  of  people  that  a re  

c lose to  me,  i r respect ive of  whether  we were in  the tax i  

indust ry or  socia l i s ing together.   And i t  is  not  . . . [ ind is t inct ]  i t  

is  just  that  I  put  these two on record so that  the  10 

Commission can understand.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Are you conveying that  they were 

at tacked because of  the i r  proximi ty  to  you?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  that  what  you are saying?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Number 175 …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  can I  c lar i f y  that?  Your 

bel ie f  is  that  DJ Vet tys and DJ Sumbody were targeted 20 

because of  the i r  re lat ionship wi th yo u?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.  

MR SIBANYONI :    175:  

“ I  therefore c la r i fy  that  indeed,  I  knew the  
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la te DJ Sumbody.    I  l iked h im as a  young 

man who was good at  h is  craf t  and music 

in  genera l .   He was a ce lebrated South  

Af r ican music ian  and enter ta iner  who 

passed away in  and around November 

2022.   I  came to  know him even deeper 

through the enter ta inment  and socia l  

scheme.   We moved in  broadly s imi lar  

socia l  c i rc les and met  at  var ious events  

and funct ions in  that  envi ronment .   I  10 

knew him as a h ighly successfu l  

enter ta iner.   Our re lat ionship was one of  

socia l  fami l iar i t y.   We had no business 

deal ings of  any mater ia l  k ind,  as set  out  

in  Part  B,  and as I  have come to now 

understand,  the  weapons used in  the 

assassinat ion at tempt  on my l i fe  in  

August  22 were subsequent ly  l inked by 

bal l i s t ic  ev idence to the  murder of  the  

la te DJ Sumbody in  November 2022.   As I  20 

understand,  we were l inked not  by any 

cr iminal  associat ion,  but  by the weapons 

of  the same cr iminal  network. ”  

176:  

“ I  need to pause at  the above by stat ing 
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that  I  met  and associated wi th a  lo t  o f  

people.   I  t ru ly  cannot  be expected to 

know each and every person that  I  may 

have met ,  associated wi th,  or  having met 

wi th.   I  wi l l  be great ly  assisted by the  

Commission to provide me wi th evidence,  

as I  be l ieve the in format ion wi l l  serve to 

assist  me in  remember ing whatever  i t  is  I  

may have missed wi th var ious 

personal i t ies. ”  10 

One,  the Toyota bakkie not ice paragraph 2.9,  177:  

“The vehic le bear ing regist rat ion number 

MG31JWGP is a  bakkie,  s peci f i ca l ly  a 

2025 Toyota Hi lux Double Cab.   I t  is  not  

an SUV.   I  respect fu l l y  draw th is  factual  

correct ion to  the Commission 's  

at tent ion. ”  

178:  

“The bakkie was g i f ted to me by Gubis85 

Solut ion (Pty)  Ltd  on the occasion of  my 20 

59 t h  b i r thday.   I t  was a b i r thday present ,  

a  gesture f rom my secur i ty  serv ice  

provider  to  mark a s igni f i cant  post -

personal  mi lestone,  made in  the context  

of  both the professional  re lat ionsh ip and 
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the genuine personal  f r iendship between 

mysel f  and Mr  Calv in Mahlangu,  my 

homeboy.   Gubis85 Solut ion purchased 

and f inanced the bakkie,  paying the 

insta lments on the vehic le over  t ime.  

The legal  t ransfer  of  ownership in to my 

name was effected only af ter  a l l  

insta lments had been paid in  fu l l  by 

Gubis.   This is  a commercia l  re lat ion  

ar rangement  accurate ly ref lect ing  when 10 

the encumbrance of  the vehic le was 

discharged. ”  

179:  

“ I  conf i rm that  the acquis i t ion of  th is  

vehic le was ent i re ly  lawfu l .   I  deny that  

i t  represents an improper arrangement ,  

f inancia l  benef i t  der ived f rom publ ic  

funds or  grat i f icat ion under  the 

Prevent ion  and Combat ing  of  Cor rupt  

Act iv i t ies Act .   I t  was a personal  20 

b i r thday g i f t  f rom a serv ice provider  wi th 

whom I  have a longstanding and 

genuine re lat ionship. ”  

180:  

“ I  wi l l  a t tach as Annexure B,  a l l  avai lab le  
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content  and documentat ion re lat ing  to the 

donat ion of  the  bakkie to  mysel f  by  

Gubis85. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  take you to Annexure B?  I t  

is  in  the annexure  bundle.   I t  s tar ts  at  page 10.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Page 10?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Page 10.   There is  a separate f i le  

of  annexures.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  see the f i rs t  document  is  a 10 

le t ter  f rom Gubis addressed to dear  Chai rperson.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Where are we?  I  am sor ry.   Page 10 of  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Page 10.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Of  the annexure bundle.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Where is  i t?    

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease assist .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And that  is  a le t ter  dated 1 March 20 

2025 f rom Gubis  and i t  is  addressed to dear Chai rperson.   

Do you know which organisat ion the Chai rperson 

…[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  is  my foundat ion.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Your foundat ion?  
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MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So i t  is  a  le t ter  to  the 

Chai rperson of  your  foundat ion record ing a g i f t  o f  a  bakkie 

to  you.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And is  the bakkie a g i f t  to  the 

foundat ion or  to  you?  Because the le t ter  seems to be a 

l i t t le  b i t  ambiguous in  that  regard .   The second paragraph 

descr ibes i t  as a  b i r thday g i f t  to  Mr Joe S ibanyoni  and the  

last  paragraph suggests that  the Chai rperson is  requested 10 

to accept  the g i f t ,  and presumably  that  would be on behal f  

o f  the foundat ion.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Did  you understand i t  as  a g i f t  to 

you?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  I  understand that  way.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And i f  i t  was a g i f t  to  you,  why 

would the le t te r  be addressed to the foundat ion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I  just  do not  get  i t  because in  my 

understanding,  the foundat ion does not  need a bakkie at  a l l .   20 

The foundat ion needs some passes as far  as the  way i t  

operates.   So as to up to th is  far  in  l ine wi th the bakkie,  I  

take i t  that  the bakkie for  the mere fact  that  I  am using 

Gubis secur i t y.   In  some of  the compartments of  that  bakkie 

is  the safety  for  r i f les.   Therefore,  so le ly  fo r  me and for  my 
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protect ion and the safety keeping of  those r i f les .   Not  

anyth ing e lse.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    In  fa i rness,  th is  is  a quest ion we 

should ask Gubis ,  not  you,  because they are the ones who 

wrote the le t te r.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  i f  we go to the next  page 

…[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Same,  ja .   Next  page?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Same le t ter,  page 11 of  the same 10 

bundle.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  yes.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    This is  a lso g iven to  us as 

Annexure B,  and th is  i s  a le t te r  f rom an organisat ion cal led 

PMP Transport  Serv ices,  and i t  is  addressed to Gub is.   I t  is  

not  c lear  to  me how i t  re lates to the donat ion of  the bakkie.   

Can you expla in?   

MR SIBANYONI :    What  does i t  say?   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I t  says:  

“The le t ter  serves as a  formal  20 

appointment  of  Gubis by…”  

Whoever the c l ien t  are,  which is  le f t  b lank:  

“…to render specia l i sed VIP protect ion,  

escort  and defence secur i t y  serv ices.   

This appointment  is  made in  recogni t ion  
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o f  the serv ice provider 's  proven 

excel lence,  scope of  serv ices.   Gubis i s  

hereby appointed to provide  VIP 

protect ion and escort  serv ices to the  

fo l lowing main pr inc ip les…”  

Namely yoursel f :  

“These ind iv iduals wi l l  be regarded as 

the pr imary pr inc ip les under the 

agreement…”  

And on i t  goes,  but  i t  is  not  c lear  to  me why th is  i s  re levant  10 

to the donat ion of  the bakkie.    

MR SIBANYONI :    The bakkie is  not  ment ioned here.   What  

I  can c lar i f y  to  you is  that  PMP Transport  Serv ices is  an 

associat ion where  I  operate.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You say i t  is  an associat ion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Taxi  associat ion.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    A Taxi  Associat ion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  again,  i f  one looks at  the  

execut ive members,  I  do not  see your name on i t .    20 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  I  am not  an …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So,  you are not  on the execut ive?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I  am not  an  execut ive.   This i s  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    What  is  your  re lat ionship wi th  
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PMP?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Remember,  I  have got  tax is  that  are 

operat ing in  a par t icu lar  associat ion.   This PMP associat ion 

is  an associat ion whereby my tax is are operat ing.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So you have tax is  running 

Pretor ia ,  Mabopane Petersburg.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct ,  yes,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So you are a  member of  th is  

associat ion?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  I  s t i l l  do not ,  maybe we are 

ta lk ing across purposes,  but  paragraph 80 says Annexure B 

is  documentat ion re lat ing to the donat ion of  the bakk ie.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So I  am t ry ing to see the  

connect ion between th is  document  and the  donat ion of  the 

bakkie.    

MR SIBANYONI :    This document  of  PMP does not  ta lk  

about  the bakkie,  i f  I  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    That  was what  I  thought ,  which is  20 

why I  …[ i n te rvenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  does not  ta lk  anyth ing about  i t .   I t  ta lks  

about  the secur i t y  serv ices …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    That  is  p rovided by Gubis to  me.    
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .   So there is  noth ing of  a  bakkie 

in  th is  par t i cu lar  document .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  then paragraph 180 needs to  

be corrected in  that  respect .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Because paragraph 80 suggests 

that  th is  document  is  re levant  …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Talk to  th is  one.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry?   10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Paragraph 180 says?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Of  your  main state,  page 58 of  

the main state.  

MR SIBANYONI :    I f  that  is  the case,  then i t  needs to be 

rect i f ied,  but  there is  re levancy in  these two documents.   

PMP is an associat ion that  I  work wi th,  and is  the one that  

pays d i rect ly  Gub is on my behal f .   Therefore,  i t  was good 

for  them to have th is  cont ract ,  so  that  i f  they do not  get  

payments,  they know who to ca l l .   Or i f  there is  a compla int ,  

I  know how to d i rect  that  compla int .   So that  is  the 20 

re levancy of  that .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So you say PMP pays Gubis on  

your behal f  …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    On my behal f ,  yes,  ja .    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Perhaps I  can a lso be of  assistance.   I  
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th ink i t  is  an administ rat ive error  because on the  l is t  o f  

annexures,  th is  document  should actual ly  fa l l  under 

Annexure H.   So i t  is  an administ rat ive er ror.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    That  may resolve some of  my 

confusion,  but  i f  I  can j ust  c lar i fy  the ar rangement?  You 

have the Taxi  Associat ion cont ract ing wi th Gubis.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Appoint ing Gubis to  provide 

secur i t y  serv ices for  you.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Who pays fo r  those serv ices?  

You or  the Taxi  Associat ion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    The Taxi  Associa t ion.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The Taxi  Associat ion?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then do they come back to  

you and say,  wel l ,  we paid Gubis R20 000 th is  month,  you 

need to pay us R20 000?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    No?  So i t  is  the associat ion?   20 

MR SIBANYONI :    The associat ion,  yes.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when you speak ear l ier  about  

your  re lat ionship  wi th Gubis and Gubis provid ing secur i t y  

serv ices for  you,  is  there a separa te cont ract  between you 

and Gubis for  other  serv ices?   



    28 AUGUST 2026 – DAY 169 

Page 191  o f  253  

 

 

MR SIBANYONI :    No.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So i t  is  a l l  done th rough PMP and 

the associat ion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  unders tand.   Let  us get  back to  

the statement ,  page 59 …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Chaskalson and Mr Adams,  maybe 

just  to  f lag for  la ter  cor rect ion,  that  PMP document ,  which  

Mr Adams says is  H,  i f  you look at  H,  there is  an H,  and H is  

a d i f fe rent  document  a l together.   Just  to  f lag i t  fo r  whatever  10 

correct ions may need to be done la ter.   H,  you f ind at  page 

81.   I t  looks l ike i t  is  d i f ferent .   Jus t  for  f lagging fo r  now.    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Thank you so  much.   I  apologise for  

that .   That  is  the serv ice level  agreement  that  forms par t  o f  

the bundle of  documents to  which  the invoices or  proof  of  

payment  is  annexed.   So in  the main,  i t  ought  to  form part  

o f  EXHIBIT H.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   So we move PMP, page 11,  to  

Annexure H.    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    I  beg your pardon?   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So we move the current  page 11 up to 

13.   We move i t  to  Annexure H.    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    We would appreciate i t  very much.   

Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I f  we can then go back to page 

59?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Page 59.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And the President ia l  Carte l .  

MR SIBANYONI :    President ia l  Carte l ,  not ice paragraph 

2.10:  

“My at to rneys have requested fu l l  

part icu lar i ty  f rom the Commission 

regard ing the te rm President ia l  Carte l .   

Before I  am requi red to respond in  deta i l  10 

inc luding the def in i t ion  of  the  ent i ty,  i ts  

a l leged membership act iv i t ies  and 

leadership and the speci f i c  ev idence that  

l inks me to i t ,  I  mainta in that  request . ”  

182:  

“Wi thout  pre judice to that  request  and 

based on my own knowledge and 

understanding,  I  provid e the fo l lowing 

substant ive response:  

182.1.   The President ia l  Carte l  to  the  20 

extent  th is  te rm refers to  a group wi th 

which I  am personal ly  fami l iar  i s ,  in  my 

understanding,  a  socia l  c lub compr is ing 

of  a  number of  young businessmen based 

in  the Secunda and eMalahleni  Wi tbank 
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area of  Mpumalanga.   I t  is  not  and has 

never been a cr iminal  o rganisat ion to my 

knowledge.   I t  is  a  socia l  group ing of  

young men who have chosen to associate 

together  and name themselves the  

President ia l  Carte l . ”  

182.2.   I  have no busine ss deal ings wi th 

th is  group as a co l lect ive ent i ty.   I  have 

no cont ractual  re lat ionship wi th  any 

ent i t y  known as the President ia l  Carte l .   I  10 

have not  invested in ,  f inanced or  

supported any enterpr ise conducted 

under that  name.  

182.3.   I  know some of  the ind iv idual  

members personal ly  on a person - to -

person basis.   Some of  them regard me 

as a mentor.   I  have,  in  my ind iv idual  and 

personal  capaci ty,  provided some o f  them 

wi th guidance and,  where appropr ia te,  

some f inancia l  assistance as I  have done 20 

for  var ious young people in  my 

communi ty and professional  network over  

a 42-year career.   Mentorship and 

f inancia l  support  for  my young business 

people is  not  c r iminal .   I t  is  a  form of  
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ind iv idual  socia l  investment  that  is  

commonplace and valued in  South  

Af r ican society.    

182.4.   Some members…” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  can I  just  c la r i fy  what  you 

say in  182.2 and 182.3?  Because in  182.2 …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :     

“ I  have no business deal ings wi th th is  

group as a co l lect ive ent i ty.   I  have no 

cont ractual  re lat ionship wi th any ent i ty  10 

known as the President ia l  Carte l .   I  have 

not  invested in ,  f inanced or  supported 

any enterpr ise conducted under  that  

name. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then in  182.3 when you are  

saying …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :     

“ I  know some of  the ind iv idual  members 

personal ly…” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  can I  just  c la r i fy  my or  can 20 

I  ask you to c lar i f y  my confusion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Are you saying that  you have 

provided some f inancia l  a ssistance to ind iv idual  members 

who associate wi th each other  under the name of  
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President ia l  Carte l?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  not  to  any enterpr ise run by  

president  …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  at  a l l .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Not  at  a l l?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So there are some ind iv iduals  

who have been f inancia l l y  assisted and hopefu l l y  paid you 

back?   10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  you have not  provided –  you 

have not  entered in to any re lat ionships wi th the group 

i tse l f?    

MR SIBANYONI :    Sure.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thanks.   182.4?   

MR SIBANYONI :     

“Some members refer  to  me as godfather.   

This is  a socia l  term of  respect  and 

affect ion,  a co l loquia l  acknowledgement  20 

of  a  mentorship  ro le in  many South  

Af r ican communi t ies.   Persons of  

exper ience who provide guidance to 

younger people are referred to by th is  or  

s imi lar  te rms as marks of  respect .   I t  is  a 
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socia l  honour,  not  a c r iminal  

designat ion. ”  

182.5.   I  was not  involved in  the 

format ion  of  th is  socia l  c lub.   I  was not  

consul ted about  i ts  name.   The name 

President ia l  Carte l  was chosen by the 

members themselves wi thout  my 

involvement  or  input .   I  had no ro le in  

that  naming and do not  endorse i t .   I  am 

not  and have never been a member of  10 

any car te l  in  the  legal  or  cr iminal  sense 

of  that  word.   I  am def in i te ly  not  the 

f inancier  of  the President ia l  Carte l  as a  

co l lect ive ent i ty  or  as any organised 

group of  young businessmen.”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr S ibanyoni ,  you seem to 

acknowledge tha t  such a socia l  c lub known as the  

President ia l  Carte l  ex ists.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you a member of  that  socia l  c lub?   20 

MR SIBANYONI :    No.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And you say you have mentored 

some of  the members.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.    
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Which of  those members have 

you mentored?   

MR SIBANYONI :    My re lat ionship wi th them is the i r  

president ,  so to say.   My re lat ionship d i rect ly  is  the guy 

which is  the i r  p resident .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And who is  that?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I  ca l l  h im Lungi le  Maseko.   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :     And no other  members  of  the 

President ia l  Carte l?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No.   I t  is  l ike the i r  numbers at  some point  10 

was b ig.   Now as we ta lk ,  I  th ink we are ta lk ing about  only 

two people.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And the  only one wi th whom you 

have had a mentor ing re lat ionship is  Lungi le  Maseko?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Sure.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You have not  provided f inancia l  

assistance to anybody e lse in  that  group?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Okay.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.   Stokvels  and col lect ive savings 20 

organisat ion,  not ice  paragraph 2.11.   We are s i t t ing at  

number 183:  

“Paragraph 2.11 o f  the not ice requi res me 

to  p rovide comprehensive deta i ls  of  a l l  

s tokvels and col lect ive savings 
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organisat ion to which I  cont r ibuted.   I  wi l l  

provide that  deta i l  in  a comprehensive  

supplementary  statement  af ter  

complet ing the necessary rev iew and 

consul tat ion wi th  my legal  team and I  

take to  del iver  that  supplementary  

statement  prompt ly. ”  

184:  

“ In  the in ter im,  I  record the fo l lowing 

context  which I  regard as essent ia l  to  a 10 

fa i r  in te rpretat ion of  th is  quest ion.   I  

have been a member of  s tokvels fo r  most  

of  my adul t  and business l i fe  f rom what  I  

regard as t ime immemoria l .   S tokvel  

par t ic ipat ion is  not  a recent  act iv i ty  for  

me.   I t  is  a  l i fe long feature of  my 

communi ty engagement .   In  th is  respect ,  

I  am not  d i f ferent  f rom mi l l ions of  South 

Af r icans.  

184.2.   The inst i tu t ion of  s tokvels is  one 20 

of  the most  deeply embedded features of  

South Af r ican soc ia l  and economic l i fe .   I t  

is  a  lawfu l ,  cu l tura l ly  s ign i f i cant  and 

aff i rmat ive ly va lued saving mechanism.  

I t  is  regulated under the Banks Act  1994 
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for  cer ta in deposi t  th resholds  and 

through the sel f - regulatory st ructures of  

the Nat ional  Stokvel  Associat ion of  South 

Af r ica.   The Const i tu t ional  Court  has 

recognised the importance of  in formal  

communi ty economic inst i tu t ions.   

Par t i c ipat ion in  a  stokvel  is  not  ev idence 

of  cr iminal i ty.   I t  is  an evidence of  

ord inary South Af r ican socia l  l i fe .  

184.3.   I  note wi th concern  that  10 

paragraph 2.11 of  the not ice,  and 

par t icu lar ly  subparagraph 2.11.4,  which 

asks whether  a  stokvels bank account  

was ever  c losed by a f inancia l  ins t i tu t ion 

and why i t  is  f ramed in  a manner that  

impl ies f inancia l  cr ime.   I  respect fu l ly  but  

f i rmly re ject  that  impl icat ion.   The 

f raming of  a quest ion cannot  convert  a  

lawfu l  communi ty saving  pract ice in to 

evidence of  wrongdoing.   I  have never 20 

used any stokve l  or  co l lect ive savings 

organisat ion for  the purpose of  money 

launder ing,  tax evasion,  o r  any o ther  

unlawfu l  purpose. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  s top you there,  Mr  
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S ibanyoni?  The quest ion in  2.11.4 is  whether  you 

…[intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    2 .11  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    2 .11.4,  the quest ion that  you are  

answer ing here.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Was whether  any stokvels of  

which you have been a  member have had thei r  bank 

accounts shut  down.   That  seems to be a s imple quest ion.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  yes.  10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The answer is  e i ther  yes or  no.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The answer is  yes.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  ja .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And then the secondary quest ion 

was by which f inancia l  inst i tu t ion?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  was ABSA.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when?  And for  what  reasons 

that  were communicated to you?   

MR SIBANYONI :    They just  gave me what  I  ca l l  an exi t  20 

le t te r.   Other  than that ,  I  d id  not  enter ta in there.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And when would that  have been?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  is  not  –  i t  is  last  year  I  th ink,  last  year.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    2025?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Sure,  I  th ink so.    
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And which stokvel  was i t?    

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  was Shosholoza,  i f  I  am correct .   

Shosholoza.   Put  two names,  Shosholoza or  S iyaphambi l i .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Shosholoza or?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Or S iyaphambi l i .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    S iyaphambi l i?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja,  I  am not  sure about  the name for  

now.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And they d id not  g ive you any 

reasons?   10 

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  they ment ioned a l l  the legal  reasons,  

which I  was not  –  I  d id  not  want  to  pursue a l l  those legal  

terms.   Once I  got  that  ex i t  le t te r,  then I  had to fo l low the 

inst ruct ions and move.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can we ask you for  a copy of  that  

ex i t  le t ter?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  was not  long t ime ago.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Yes,  i t  was last  year.   Presumably 

i t  was emai led to you,  o r  not?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I t  should have been emai led,  yes,  but  20 

due to some mat ters that  are ar is ing now f rom the pol ice,  

they took my phone and a l l  these th ings.   I  d id  not  f ind 

anyth ing when my phone was g iven back to me,  so  I  have 

star ted af resh.   But  there is  a way,  but  i t  is  going  to be a  

d i f f icu l t  exerc ise.    
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    We can a lso ask ABSA.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  s imple as a l l  that .   Ja,  fo r  me to 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    We wi l l  do that .   Sor ry,  I  

in ter rupted you there.   You are at  184.4.    

MR SIBANYONI :     

“184.4.   There is  a deep i rony in  the fact  

that  a man was born and ra ised in  

Kwaggafonte in in  Mpumalanga,  who has 

par t ic ipated in  s tokvels as par t  o f  the 10 

communi ty l i fe  s ince he was a young 

man,  is  now be ing requi red before a  

jud ic ia l  commiss ion wi th prosecutor ia l  

consequences to  account  fo r  h is  stokvel  

par t ic ipat ion  as  i f  i t  were suspic ious.   

Stokvel  par t i c ipat ion is  not  ev idence of  a 

cr iminal  mindset .   I t  is  ev idence of  a 

South Af r ican l i fe .   I f  s tokvel  par t i c ipat ion  

were evidence of  cr iminal i ty,  a  very  large 

proport ion of  the South Af r ican adul t  20 

populat ion would  need to account  for  

themselves.   I  wi l l  provide complete 

deta i ls  once I  have c lar i t y  f rom the 

Commission.   I t  is  t ru ly  impract ica l  for  me 

to have to go back 42 years  and provide 
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in format ion of  th is  nature wi th no 

d i rect ion of  what  is  being referred to at  

al l . ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sor ry,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  that  paragraph 

184.5 would suggest  on i t s  face that  in  addi t ion to the 2025 

case that  you are  ta lk ing about ,  there is  other  cases where  

a bank has c losed.   Is  that  what  you are conveying?  

Because you say you are requi red to go back 42 years.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  in  terms of  me being a  stokvel  

person,  only in  that  reference.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  not  speci f i c  to  the c los ing of  

accounts?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

MR SIBANYONI :    A re lat ionship wi th Edwin Const ruct ion 

and Tengane Min ing,  Not ice 2.12,185:  

“The cr iminal  charges cur rent ly  pending 

against  me in  the Delmas Magist rate  

Court  a r ise f rom the a l leged conduct  

connected to the Moloto Road 573 20 

aggregate supply  pro ject  and invo lve Mr  

Thomas Tengane Ntu l i ,  whose name 

features in  both  Tengane Min ing and 

paragraph 2.13 of  the not ice.   I  have 

been advised that  answer ing quest ions 
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about  my re lat ionship  or  any of  my 

company's re la t ionship wi th  Edwin 

Const ruct ion (Pty)  Ltd and Tengane 

Min ing (Pty)  Ltd may const i tu te or  

cont r ibute to  se l f - incr iminat ing evidence 

in  those proceedings. ”  

186 …[ intervenes] .   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Can I  just  ra ise something there?  

I  have a d i f f icu l t y  wi th  these three paragraphs in  there.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Which ones?   10 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    185,  186,  187.   I t  is  a  d i f f icu l t y  

that  is  broader than these three paragraphs becau se the  

same di f f icu l ty  ar ises e lsewhere.   The f i rs t  issue,  and that  I  

th ink I  have c la r i f ied wi th Mr Abrahams,  th is  Commission  

cannot  grant  any use immuni ty.   I t  does not  have the  power.   

So the request  in  187,  even i f  the Commission was inc l ined 

to assist  you,  just  cannot .    

 The legal  posi t ion is  essent ia l l y  two - fo ld.   You are  

ent i t led,  i f  you say that  in format ion  may incr iminate you,  

you are ent i t led to asser t  a  pr iv i lege against  se l f -20 

incr iminat ion and to say you wi l l  not  answer the quest ion  

because you may incr iminate yoursel f ,  but  you have to 

make out  a case that  is  suff ic ient  to  sat is fy  the Commission  

that  there is  a r i sk of  incr iminat ing yoursel f  there.  

 I f  you choose to say something on a quest ion l ike  
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th is ,  whatever  you say cannot  be used against  you in  any 

cr iminal  t r ia l .   So any answer that  you g ive to th is  quest ion  

wi l l  not  be something that  the cr im inal  cour t  in  Delmas can 

have regard to, ,  but  my problem ar ises here.  

 I  presume on the advice of  your  legal  team in  

paragraph 186 you assert  a  r ight  against  se l f - incr iminat ion 

and decl ined to answer the  quest ion.   The problem I  have 

wi th that  is  that  at  var ious poin ts through the a ff idavi t ,  

somet imes genera l ly,  somet imes speci f ica l l y  in  re lat ion to 

the Delmas case,  you make c lear  that  you have never done 10 

anyth ing unlawfu l .    

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So i f  you have done noth ing 

unlawfu l ,  I  do not  th ink  that  you can p lead a pr iv i lege 

against  se l f - incr iminat ion because there is  noth ing that  may 

incr iminate you i f  you have not  done anyt h ing  unlawfu l .   To  

p lead a pr iv i lege against  se l f - incr iminat ion,  you have tac i t l y  

to  admi t  that  there is  a c r ime out  there of  which you might  

be found gui l t y  i f  you were to g ive the answer.   

 And where you repeatedly state,  both genera l l y  and 20 

speci f ica l l y  in  re lat ion to the Delmas charges,  I  have 

behaved complete ly lawfu l l y,  I  have commit ted no unlawfu l  

act ,  the charges are unfounded,  I  do not  th ink you can 

assert  a  pr iv i lege against  se l f - incr iminat ion to decl ine to 

answer quest ions that  over lap wi th a l lega t ions aga inst  you 
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in  a c r iminal  t r ia l .   That  is  my concern.   So i t  is  an issue to 

consider  not  so much now because there is  going  to be a  

supplementary statement .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Correct .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  i f  there is  going to be a 

supplementary statement ,  i t  seems to me you are going to 

have to make an e lect ion.   I f  you mainta in,  and you have 

consistent ly  th rough th is  aff idavi t ,  that  you have done 

noth ing unlawfu l ,  that  you have not  commit ted any cr ime,  

then I  do not  –  cer ta in ly  my v iew is  i t  is  not  open to you to 10 

decl ine to answer  these quest ions on the grounds that  you 

may incr iminate yoursel f  because you are saying there is  

noth ing that  could  incr iminate me.   So …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  Mr Chaskalson,  I  do not  know 

whether  you are done wi th your po int ,  th is  point ,  the  one on 

sel f - incr iminat ion.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  would l ike to  just  ampl i fy  i t .    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So both in  re lat ion  to the 

supplementary statement  and in  re lat ion to your pre parat ion 20 

for  when you return and when you wi l l  be quest ioned 

speci f ica l l y  about  what  you have said in  the statement ,  I  

want  to  a ler t  you to the fact  that  I  am cer ta in ly  going to  

submit  a t  that  point  that  i f  you mainta in that  you have done 

noth ing unlawfu l ,  you cannot  at  the  same t ime decl ine to 
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answer these quest ions.  

 I t  is  not  fo r  you to answer now because there is  

noth ing fo r  you to answer now,  but  I  do want  to  put  i t  on  

record so  that  your  legal  team understands both what  we 

expect  of  you and of  them ad vis ing you in  re lat ion to the  

supplementary statement ,  and how we in tend to proceed 

when i t  comes to quest ion ing you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink what  I  wanted to suggest  is  that  

you might  be minded to respond because th is  ra ises a legal  

quest ion that  may in  a sense have been addressed by what  10 

Mr Chaskalson says r ight  at  the ta i l  end,  because he says 

he wi l l  submi t  a t  a  la ter  s tage when there may be a  

supplementary af f idavi t .   So maybe you two might  want  to  

address us at  that  s tage.   Should we leave i t  a t  that  for  

now?   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai rperson.   

We may leave i t  a t  that ,  but  we def in i te ly  wi l l  make legal  

submissions at  the appropr ia te t ime in  defence of  the 

posi t ion that  Mr S ibanyoni  wi l l  be  tak ing on the speci f i c  

issues that  are ra ised wi th h im in  that  regard,  and of  course 20 

we wi l l  p repare Mr S ibanyoni  appropr ia te ly  in  that  regard.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Thank you,  Cha i rperson.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Chai r,  just  to  c la r i fy,  i t  is  not  just  

in  re lat ion to the supplementary  aff idavi t ,  i t  is  a lso in  

re lat ion to the next  round of  quest ion ing when Mr S ibanyoni  

returns because that  i s  where i t  wi l l  rea l ly  ar ise I  th ink most  

prominent ly.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.   Thank you.   Thank you.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Can I  cont inue?   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Certa in ly,  and we are at  188 now 

on page . . . [ ind ist inct ] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    Communicat ions wi th Mr Ntu l i  in  the 10 

meet ings,  not ice paragraph 2.13,  188:  

“The a l legat ions in  par agraph 2.13 

d i rected at  WhatsApp communicat ions 

wi th Mr Ntu l i .   A l l  meet ings held wi th or  

by Mr S indane wi th Mr Ntu l i ,  and any 

payments made at  my d i rect ion or  Mr  

S indane 's d i rect ion d i rect ly  t raverse the 

subject  mat te r  of  the extor t ion and money 

launder ing charges present ly  pending 

against  me in  the Delmas Magist rate.   I  20 

formal ly  invoke my r ight  under sect ion  

35(3)( j )  o f  the Const i tu t ion in  respect  of  

paragraph 2.13. ”  

189:  

“However,  consistent  wi th  the approach I  
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have adopted th roughout  the statements,  

provid ing  non- incr iminat ing  context  

wherever I  am ab le to  do so in  the  spi r i t  

o f  genuine cooperat ion,  I  record the  

fo l lowing factual  background regard ing 

how I  came to know Mr Ntu l i ,  which I  am 

able to  provide wi thout  pre judic ing my 

cr iminal  defence,  and which I  be l ieve 

mater ia l ly  assis ts the Commission 's  

understanding.   The Commission should 10 

know f rom the outset  that  Mr Thomas 

Tengane Ntu l i  came to me.   I  d id  not  go 

to Mr Ntu l i .   Mr Ntu l i  was seeking me.   I  

was not  seeking Mr Ntu l i .   The sequence 

of  events that  brought  us together  is  as 

fo l lows:  

190.1.   In  or  a round ear ly  2022,  Mr Ntu l i  

contacted Mr Mvimbi  Danie l  Masi le la  

f rom a te lephone number that  Mr Masi le la  

apparent ly  d id no t  recognise or  l inked to 20 

Mr Ntu l i .   On that  ca l l ,  Mr Ntu l i  requested 

a same-day meet ing.   At  that  t ime,  Mr 

Masi le la  had a ro le as pro ject  l ia ison 

off icer,  communi ty l ia ison off icer  in  the 

Kwaggafonte in area.    
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190.2.   Apparent ly,  when Mr Masi le la  met  

Mr Ntu l i ,  he recognised h im f rom a pr ior  

encounter  in  approximate ly 1995 when Mr  

Ntu l i  had been a ward counsel lo r  in  

Bronkhorstspru i t .   On th is  second 

encounter,  Mr  Ntu l i  expla ined h is 

purpose.   He had a quarry permi t  and 

wanted to supply  raw mater ia ls  to  

SANRAL in connect ion wi th the Moloto  

Road R573 pro ject .   He fur ther  d isc losed 10 

that  he had addi t ional  business pro jects 

in  mind,  inc luding proposed mal l  

developments and a ch icken farm.    

190.3.   Crucia l ly,  Mr Ntu l i  expla ined that  

he was not  a loca l .   He d id not  qua l i fy  for  

the 30% local  content  requi rements  

appl icable to  the  pro ject 's  requi r ements  

of  the quar ry.   He wanted to penet rate 

the local  business market  and needed a 

par tner  who was local ly  based and local ly  20 

connected.   Speci f ica l ly,  he  stated that  

he needed to be in t roduced to local  

in f luent ia l  people  because he lacked the  

local  connect ions and local  s tanding 

requi red to access business opportuni t ies  
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in  the area.  

190.4.   At  the top of  h is  mind,  Mr Ntu l i  

ident i f ied me as the president  of  the local  

business fo rum and a member of  the 

Pro ject  L ia ison Commit tee estab l ished 

for  the SANRAL pro ject .   Mr Ntu l i  was 

taken to a meet ing at  the eMthunzin i  

restaurant  where in t roduct ions were 

made.   They subsequent ly  proceeded to 

a meet ing at  my house where I  was 10 

requested to meet  h im at  h is  request .  

190.5.   At  that  t ime,  Mr Ntu l i  expl ic i t l y  

s tated that  he had heard a great  deal  

about  me,  that  he had been looking very 

hard to f ind me and that  he wanted to  

work wi th  me.   He presented the quar ry 

pro ject ,  the SANRAL supply opportuni ty,  

and h is need fo r  a local  par tner  who 

could provide local  content  owners hip fo r  

the pro ject  to  qual i f y  fo r  local  content  20 

requi rements and as a resul t  o f  leg i t imate  

par t ic ipat ion in  the quarry pro ject .    

Then 191:  

“ I  record th is  sequence of  events  

because i t  i s  d i rect ly  re levant  to  the 
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Commission 's enqui ry and to  the 

character isat ion of  my conduct .   Mr Ntu l i  

was not  a person I  targeted,  sought  out ,  

or  approached.   He was a businessman 

f rom outs ide the  area who speci f ica l l y  

sought  a person of  my standing and 

connect ions in  order  to  access business 

opportuni t ies that  he was otherw ise  not  

ent i t led to because he was not  a local  in  

the area and therefore the local  content  10 

provis ion would  automat ica l ly  exclude 

h im f rom part ic ipat ion in  favour o f  local  

people. ”  

192:  

“ I  cannot ,  consistent  wi th  my 

const i tu t ional  r ights in  the Delmas 

proceedings,  say more  about  the subject  

course of  our  business re lat ionship at  

th is  stage.   I  respect fu l ly  request  use 

immuni ty  in  order  to  provide a  fu l ler  20 

account  once my const i tu t ional  r igh ts can 

be adequate ly pro tected. ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    And again,  just  to  f lag for  your  

legal  team, the same concerns tha t  I  have ra ised previously  

would apply to  th is  sect ion.    
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MR SIBANYONI :    I  understand.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    We acknowledge that  and we in tend to 

deal  wi th  i t  in  the same format  going forward on the next  

occasion.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Relat ionship wi th co -accused and re lated  

persons,  not ice paragraph 2.14,  193,  sorry,  Commissioner.   

193:  

“Wi thout  pre judice to the const i tu t ional  

invocat ion above and wi thout  waiv ing any 

r ight ,  I  provide the fo l lowing non -10 

incr iminat ing background:  

193.1.   Mr Mvimbi  Danie l  Masi le la ,  

paragraph 2.14.1,  Mr  Mvimbi  Danie l  

Masi le la  and my brother  a re connected 

through marr iage.   Thei r  fami l ies are 

l inked by mar i ta l  t ies.   Our fami l ies  are  

thus connected through that  fami l ia l  

bond.   This i s  a mat ter  of  fami ly  

background and publ ic  fami ly  record.   

Beyond that  fami l ia l  background,  a l l  20 

quest ions regard ing my deal ings wi th Mr 

Masi le la  in  the context  of  any business or  

f inancia l  a rrangements are fo rmal ly  

reserved under sect ion 35(3)( j )  o f  the 

Const i tu t ion.    
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193.2.   Mr Stanley Masi le la ,  paragraph 

2.14.2,  Mr Stanley Masi le la  is  a homeboy 

and a f r iend f rom the neighbourhood 

where I  g rew up.   We have a  long -

standing socia l  re lat ionship that  p redates 

any mat ter  present ly  before any court .   

To the extent  that  my re lat ionship  wi th Mr 

Stanley Masi le la…” …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry,  sorry.   I t  is  Msiza.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Msiza,  yes.   Sorry.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    You said Masi le la  a few t imes.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  yes.   No,  i t  is  Msiza.   My apology:  

“We have a  long -s tanding socia l  

re lat ionship that  predates any mat ter  

present ly  before any court .   To the  extent  

that  my re lat ionship wi th Mr S tanley  

Msiza t raverses any mat ters at  issue in  

the Delmas cr iminal  proceedings,  I  

formal ly  invoke my r ight  under sect ion  

35(3)( j )  o f  the Const i tu t ion in  respect  of  20 

a l l  such conduct .  

193.3.   Mr  Makhaya Msiza,  paragraph 

2.14.3,  I  know Mr Makhaya Msiza  as a  

f r iend f rom the neighbourhood where I  

grew up.   Ours is  a long -standing 
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personal  acquaintance rooted in  our  

shared communi ty background.   To the  

extent  that  any aspect  of  my re lat ionship 

wi th Mr Makhaya Msiza is  connected to 

mat ters at  issue in  the Delmas 

proceedings,  I  invoke my r ight  under  

sect ion 35(3)( j )  o f  the Const i tu t ion 

accord ingly. ”  

Par t  zero,  Molo to Road const ruct ion pro jects,  not ice  

paragraph 2.15,  number 194:  10 

“ I  formal ly  invoke my r ight  under  sect ion  

35(3)( j )  o f  the Const i tu t ion not  to  be 

compel led to g ive sel f - incr iminat ing 

evidence in  respect  of  paragraph 2 .15 of  

the not ice.   The cr iminal  charges in  the 

Delmas proceedings re late speci f i ca l ly  to  

a l leged conduct  in  the connect ion wi th  

the Moloto Road R573 aggregate supply 

pro ject .   Any answer I  provide to 

paragraph 2.1  may const i tu te or  20 

cont r ibute to  evidence d i rect ly  re levant  to  

those charges and potent ia l ly  adverse to 

my defence in  those proceedings.   I  

respect fu l l y  request  that  the Commission 

grant  me use immuni ty  in  respect  of  any 
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ev idence I  may g ive in  answer to  

paragraph 2.15 so that  I  may assist  the 

Commission fu l ly  wi thout  pre judging my 

posi t ion in  the Delmas cr iminal  

proceedings. ”  

P,  Relat ionship wi th 10 named indiv iduals and support  

provided,  not ice paragraph 2.16,  196:  

“Before addressing each ind iv idual  

named in paragraph 2.16,  I  record a  

genera l  observat ion.   I  have been in  10 

business fo r  more than 42 years.   Over 

that  per iod I  have met  many thousands of  

people in  the tax i  indust ry,  in  bus iness,  

in  my communi ty,  a t  socia l  and cul tura l  

events,  and in  a l l  o ther  contexts  through 

which a person o f  s tanding bui lds a l i fe .   

I t  would be unreasonable to  expec t  me to 

know every person who may be 

ment ioned in  documents of  th is  k ind,  

much less to be responsib le for  the 20 

character  o r  conduct  of  every person wi th  

whom I  have acquainted. ”  

197:  

“ I  a lso record the cul tu ra l  and socia l  

context  in  which  the concept  of  support  
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must  be understood.   I t  is  ent i re ly  normal  

and accepted in  South Af r ican l i fe  and i t  

re f lects the  Ubuntu ph i losophy,  

foundat ion to  our  const i tu t ional  

democracy,  for  persons of  means to 

provide f inancia l  assistance,  schoo l  fees,  

bursar ies,  communi ty cont r ibut ions,  o r  

other  fo rms of  support  to  people in  the i r  

communi ty and fami ly  networks.   Where  I  

have assisted any person f inanc ia l ly,  I  10 

d id so as an expression of  genuine care 

for  the i r  wel l -be ing,  not  as a fo rm of  

cr iminal  inducement .   I t  would t ru ly  be 

regret table to  term assistance of  th is  k ind  

to people as having some cr iminal  

connotat ion. ”  

Then 198:  

“ In  respect  of  each of  the 10 ind iv iduals '  

names in  paragraph 2.16:  

198.1.   Jabu Gwabu Mahlangu,  2.16.1,  I  20 

know Mr Jabu Gwabu Mahlangu as the  

son of  a la te  f r iend of  mine.   My 

acquaintance wi th h im is  th rough that  

f i l ia l  connect ion.   I  have not  provided any 

f inancia l  o r  mater ia l  support  to  Mr  
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Mahlangu.    

198.2.   Mr Mand la Mtsweni ,  2 .16 .2,  Mr  

Mtsweni  i s  my nephew,  the son of  my 

s is te r.   Ours is  a fami ly  re lat ionship.   Any 

assistance I  may have rendered to h im is  

as  an uncle to  h is  nephew.   In  the  

ord inary course of  fami ly  l i fe ,  ent i re ly  

consistent  wi th  Ubuntu and wi th  normal  

fami ly  re lat ionship.  

198.3.   Mr Norman Skhosana,  2.13.3,  to  10 

my recol lect ion,  I  have no re lat ionship 

whatsoever wi th Mr Skhosana.   I  have 

never met ,  communicated wi th,  or  had 

deal ings wi th of  any k ind wi th h im.    

198.4,  Mr Surpr ise Ngodela,  2 .16.4,  to  

my recol lect ion,  I  have no re lat ionship 

whatsoever wi th  Mr Ngodela.   I  have 

never met ,  communicated wi th,  or  had 

deal ings wi th any k ind wi th h im.    

198.5.   Mr Ben Mabuza,  2.16.5,  to  my 20 

recol lect ion,  I  have no re lat ionship  

whatsoever wi th  Mr Mabuza.   I  have 

never met ,  communicated wi th,  or  had 

deal ings wi th of  any k ind wi th h im.    

198.6.   Mr George Besi  Skosana.   2 .16.6,  
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to  my recol lect ion ,  I  have no re lat ionship 

whatsoever wi th  Mr Skosana.   I  have 

never met ,  communicated wi th,  or  had 

deal ings wi th of  any k ind wi th h im.    

198.7.   Mr Nkosana Ximba,  2.16.7,  to  my 

recol lect ion,  I  have no re lat ionship  

whatsoever wi th Mr X imba.   I  have never  

met ,  communicated wi th,  or  had deal ings 

wi th of  any k ind w i th h im.    

198.8.   Mr Bongani  Oros S imon 10 

Mnguni /Mth imunye,  2.16.8,  to  my 

recol lect ion,  I  have no re lat ionship  

whatsoever wi th  th is  ind iv idual  under 

e i ther  surname or  n ickname,  Oros.   I  

have never met ,  communicated wi th,  or  

had deal ings wi th  any k ind wi th them.   

198.9.   Mr Khanyise leni  Mbatha,  2.16.9,  

to  my recol lect ion ,  I  have no re lat ionship 

whatsoever wi th  Mr Mbatha.   I  have 

never met ,  communicated wi th,  or  had 20 

deal ings wi th of  any k ind wi th h im.    

198.10,  Mr Sfundo Mhlongo,  2.16.10,  to  

my recol lect ion,  I  have no re lat ionship 

whatsoever wi th  Mr Mhlongo.   I  have 

never met ,  communicated wi th,  or  had 
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deal ings wi th of  any k ind wi th h im.”  

Q.   The farm and i ts  p ower,  a  state wi th in the state,  199:  

“ I  in t roduce th is  par t  a t  th is  juncture in  

the statement  because i t  provides the 

essent ia l  const i tu t ional  and inst i tu t ional  

context  wi th in wh ich every answer in  th is  

document  must  be  understood.   I t  

addresses the phenomenon tha t  has 

def ined my professional  l i fe ,  threatened 

my personal  l i fe ,  and that  th is  10 

Commission has been establ ished in  par t  

to  invest igate.   I  do not  draf t  th is  par t  

l ight ly.   I  draf t  i t  because the  t ruth 

requi res i t ,  and because I  am before th is  

Commission under oath:  

1 .   The Farm as command cent re.  

200.   The farm of  the la te Mr  Jothan 

Mswazi  Msib i ,  s i tuated near 

Hammanskraal  to  the nor th of  Pretor ia ,  

Tshwane,  was not  merely a rura l  property 20 

or  a pr ivate home,  having v is i ted the farm 

on at  most  two occasions between 2019 

and 2020,  and I  have set  out  in  Part  C1 

of  th is  statement  i ts  funct ion as the  

operat ional  and pol i t ica l  command cent re  
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o f  an organisat ion that  wie lded power far  

beyond the boundar ies of  the min ibus 

tax i  indust ry.   I  do not  exaggerate wha t  I  

observed.   I  therefore depose what  I  

know f rom di rect  exper ience.   The farm 

was a seat  of  power whose s igni f icance 

and reach were understood and widely 

accepted wi th in  the indust ry and far  

beyond i t . ”  

2.   Reports of  Mr Msib i ’s  reaching to government ,  201:  10 

“ I  do not  make reckless or  unsupported 

al legat ions.   I  am acute ly conscious of  

the gravi ty  of  what  I  am about  to  record 

and depose to as a mat ter  of  

const i tu t ional  duty,  not  casual  

accusat ion.   What  I  depose to in  th is  

subsect ion are mat ters of  common and 

widespread knowledge wi th in the tax i  

indust ry and i ts  c i rc les beyond i t ,  mat ters  

that  in formed my understanding of  the  20 

t rue nature of  danger I  faced.   I  advance 

these mat ters not  as ind iv idual  proven 

facts in  a court  o f  law,  but  as a 

landscape of  percept ion,  reports ,  and 

common indust ry knowledge wi th in  which 
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I  navigated my professional  and personal  

existence for  many years. ”  

Then 202:  

“Wi th in the tax i  indust ry and far  beyond 

i t ,  there has been and cont inues to be  

pers is tent  reports and a widespread,  

deeply  shared bel ie f  that  the la te Mr  

Jothan Mswazi  Msib i  exerc ised in f luence 

that  in tended to the h ighest  excel lence of  

government  and the state.   I t  was said,  10 

and commonly accepted in  the  most  

senior  indust ry c i rc les,  that  decis ions of  

s ign i f i cance wi th in re levant  s tate 

departments and st ructures could not  be 

taken wi thout  Mr  Msib i 's  knowledge or  

acquaintance.   I t  was reported,  as I  

heard th is  not  once but  many t imes f rom 

mul t ip le  sources over  many years,  that  

Mr Msib i 's  p ract ica l  power  was 

ind ist inguishable  f rom the power  of  the 20 

state i tse l f  in  the re levant  domains. ”  

203:  

“ I  do not  advance these reports as 

standing a lone as establ ished facts.   I  

depose to them as mat ters  that  
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fundamenta l ly  shared my understanding 

of  the danger I  faced.   That  danger was 

not  merely the  danger of  cr iminal  

organisat ions operat ing in  the shadows 

of  the state.   I t  was the danger  of  an 

ent i t y  wi th  what  appeared to be  state -

level  reach and s tate - level  p rotect ion.   A 

person who understands that  ind iv idual  

who wants h im k i l led may have a l l ies  

wi th in the very apparatus of  10 

const i tu t ional  charge wi th protect ing h im 

occupies a fundamenta l ly  d i f ferent  

posi t ion f rom a person fac ing  merely a  

pr ivate cr iminal  adversary. ”  

204:  

“Cr i t ica l ly,  I  do not  s tand a lone in  the 

assessment  of  the fa rm 's reach in to the 

organs of  the sta te.   As deposed in  Part  

B4 of  th is  statement ,  when I  ra ised th is  

profound concern  about  my safety wi th 20 

the then Honourable Min ister  of  

Transport ,  Ms S indis iwe Chikunga,  in  her  

capaci ty  as the pol i t i ca l  pr inc ipal  o f  the  

department  const i tu t ional ly  responsib le 

for  govern ing and regulat ing the min i - tax i  
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indust ry,  the Min ister  s tated expl ic i t l y  

that  he was aware of  that  cer ta in o ff ic ia ls  

wi th in the Department  of  Transpor t  have 

d iv ided a l leg iances and d id in  fact  report  

to  the farm.   These were the Min ister 's  

own words communicated d i rect ly  to  me 

in  an in f lammatory manner but  in  a 

consent  manner. ”  

205:  

“The impl icat ions of  the Min ister 's  10 

d isc losure are const i tu t ional ly  profound.   

The very arm of  the state responsib le for  

regulat ing and govern ing the min ibus tax i  

indust ry was on the state 's  own 

admission through i ts  pol i t ica l  p r inc ipal  

compromised wi th  the off ic ia ls  answer ing 

not  to  the const i tu t ion,  not  to  the law,  not  

to  the Min ister  who was thei r  

const i tu t ional  super io r  and not  to  the 

South Af r ican publ ic ,  but  to  a pr ivate  20 

ind iv idual  operat ing f rom a fa rm outs ide  

Pretor ia .   This i s  not  per iphera l  to  the 

mandate of  th is  Const i tu t ion.   I t  is  the 

precise essence of  the inst i tu t ional  

capture that  th is  Commission  was 
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establ ished to invest i gate and expose. ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr S ibanyoni ,  I  th ink i t  is  fa i r  that  I  

must  g ive you the  opportuni ty  to  answer th is  quest ion.   You 

and I  d iscussed ear l ie r  that  you succeeded Mr Msib i  a f ter  

h is  passing.   I f  i t  is  t rue that  he w ie lded th is  power  that  he  

wie lded and some government  off i c ia ls  and/or  departments 

reported to h im,  d id that  power that  he wie lded pass on to 

you?  Are you now his successor  as fa r  as the power to  

in f luence the government  and people report ing to the farm,  

as you say,  are you now the person that  they are report ing  10 

to?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Not  at  a l l .   Not  at  a l l .   I  speci f ica l ly  deal  

wi th  tax i  mat ters  that  concern the members of  the tax i  

business.   That  is  the long and the short  that  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So the power that  the f i rm wie lded no 

longer exists?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  i t  is  not  wi th  me.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Where does i t  rest?   

MR SIBANYONI :    I  do not  know:  

“The Shongwe Commission 's Findings,  20 

Independent  Systemat ic  Conf i rmat ion.   

The Shongwe Commission of  Inqui ry in to  

the Min ibus Taxi  Type Serv ices,  Vio lence,  

Fata l i t ies  and Instabi l i ty  in  the Gauteng 

Province made deta i led f ind ings that  a re  
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whol ly  consistent  wi th  and independent ly  

corroborat ive of  the p ictu re  descr ibed in  

th is  par t .   The Commission found in  Part  

E,  sect ion 6 of  i ts  f ina l  report  that  some 

v ict ims of  the  tax -re lated v io lence 

test i f ied to and provided anecdota l  

ev idence of  co l lus ion between some law 

enforcement  off ic ia ls ,  especia l l y  

members of  the SAPS,  and those 

responsib le fo r  p rovoking and fanning the  10 

f lames of  v io lence.   That  compla in ts were  

in formed on the deta i l s  of  the i r  

conf ident ia l  compla ints  by the  very  

persons against  whom they have made 

those compla ints,  o f ten accompanied by  

in t imidat ion and threats that  many 

wi tnesses hold a  f i rm bel ie f ,  backed by 

many examples that  some law 

enforcement  off i cers act ive ly co l laborate 

wi th c r iminal  e lements,  a id ing and 20 

abet t ing thei r  c r iminal  act iv i t ies  whi le  

protect ing them f rom the law.   And that  

p lanned law enforcement  operat ions 

wi th in the indust ry were,  on mul t ip le  

occasions,  compromised by leaks 
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emanat ing f rom wi th in law enforcement  

i tse l f .   In fo rmat ion about  ra ids and 

roadblocks being communicated to 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  so  that  they could take 

precaut ions to avoid ar rest . ”  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  Mr S ibanyoni ,  I  just  want  

to  c lar i f y  what ,  again,  i s  your  opin ion and what  i s  just  a  

report  o f  the Shongwe Commission .    

MR SIBANYONI :    That  is  the Shongwe Commission.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  unders tand that  …[ intervenes] .  10 

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    But  what  you say in  the 

in t roductory sentence is  that  the Shongwe Commission 

made deta i led f ind ings that  a re whol ly  consistent  wi th  and 

independent ly  cor roborat ive of  the  p icture descr ibed in  th is  

par t .   So when I  read th is  paragraph,  at  least  when I  in i t ia l l y  

read i t ,  I  thought  that  you were endors ing those f ind ings.   

So I  would l ike to  take them one by one and just  understand 

what  you say about  them, whether  you agree wi th the 

conclusion,  d isagree,  or  have some comment  that  you want  20 

to make.   So I  see fou r  key conclusions here.   The f i rs t  one 

star ts  at  l ine 3 of  page 70:  

“Col lus ion between some law 

enforcement  off ic ia ls ,  especia l l y  

members of  the SAPS and those 
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responsib le fo r  p rovoking and fanning the 

f lames of  v io lence. ”  

That  was a conclusion of  the Shongwe Commission.   Do you 

agree wi th that  conclusion?  Do you d isagree wi th i t?    

 

MR SIBANYONI :    I  cannot  take you fur ther  because a lo t  o f  

people gave evidence in  the Commission.   So for  me,  f rom 

my s ide,  I  cannot  e laborate on something that  I  d id  not  

ment ion or  that  I  do not  know.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So you are not  aware of  any 10 

col lus ion between law enforcement  off ic ia ls ,  members of  the  

SAPS,  and the people responsib le?    

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  at  a l l .    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You are not?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  not  at  a l l .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Are you aware that  compla inants 

in  tax i -v io lent  cases were in formed of  the deta i l s  of  the i r  

conf ident ia l  compla ints by the very persons agains t  whom 

they had made the compla ints,  accompanied by in t imidat ion 

and th reats?  Are you aware of  any of  those types of  cases?  20 

Someone lays a charge,  the person against  whom they have 

la id the charge then comes back and te l l s  them, I  hear  you 

have la id th is  charge against  me,  you had bet te r  be carefu l?  

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  same th ing w i th that ,  I  do not  know.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    You do not  have any personal  
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knowledge of  that?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    The th i rd one is :  

“Some law enforcement  off i cers act ive ly 

col laborate wi th c r iminal  e lements,  a id ing  

and abet t ing thei r  cr iminal  act iv i t ies whi le  

protect ing them f rom the law. ”  

MR SIBANYONI :    Same wi th me personal ly,  I  do not  know.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :     

“P lanned law enforcement  operat ions 10 

wi th in the indust ry are on mul t ip le  

occasions compromised by leaks 

emanat ing f rom wi th in law enforcement  

i tse l f .   In fo rmat ion about  ra ids and 

roadblocks being communicated to the 

targets so they can take precaut ions to  

avoid arrest . ”  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    A re you aware of  any of  that?   

MR SIBANYONI :    No,  no.    20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Okay,  le t  us go to 207 then.  

MR SIBANYONI :    207:  

“The Commission  fur ther  found in  Part  E,  

sect ion 5 of  i ts  f ina l  report ,  that  i t  is 

widely known in  the tax i  indust ry that  
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some operators serve as proxies for  law 

enforcement  off icers,  who use them to  

conceal  d i rect  f inancia l  and business 

in terests in  the tax i  indust ry.   A pract ice 

that  cont ravenes the Nat ional  Land 

Transport  Act  and that  the Commission  

ident i f ied as a d i rect  source of  conf l ic ted 

law enforcement .   These f ind ings o f  

co l lus ion,  of  proxy ownership,  o f  

de l iberate opera t ional  leaks,  and of  10 

off icers protect ing those they should be 

invest igat ing,  descr ibe not  iso lated 

inc idents of  ind iv idual  misconduct ,  but  a 

systemic and st ructura l  pat tern o f  s tate 

capture at  the  law enforcement  and 

t ransport  governance level . ”  

Should I  cont inue just  the Shongwe Commission report?   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    P lease do.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.   Number 4:  

“Shongwe Commission Report ,  Par t  E,  20 

sect ion C,  Col lus ion,  PP 48 to 49.   Some 

v ict ims of  the  tax i  v io lence test i f ied to  

and provided anecdota l  ev idence of  

co l lus ion between some law 

enforcement…” …[ intervenes] .  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sor ry,  we have been through 

there.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  am looking for  paragraph 208,  

page …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    That  i s  what  I  was asking.   Thank you.   

My unique vantage point ,  208:  

“ I  occupy a unique and a painfu l  vantage 

point  in  re lat ion to everyth ing descr ibed 

in  th is  par t .   I  am not  a bystander,  a  10 

researcher or  a commentator.   I  was  fo r  

many years a senior  leader wi th in the  

same indust ry,  operat ing in  the h ighest  

levels a longside Mr Msib i .   I  know f rom 

di rect ,  in t imate ,  and i r replaceable  

personal  exper ience the texture  and 

character  of  power that  the  farm 

represented.   I  wi tnessed i t  f rom the  

ins ide across many years of  our  shared 

professional  re lat ionship.   I  do not  20 

speculate or  in fe r.   I  depose f rom l ived 

exper ience under oath to  what  he d i rect ly  

observed and understood. ”  

209:  

“ I  depose accord ingly not  to  impl icate  
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any person wi thou t  p roper evident iary 

foundat ion and not  to  make assert ions 

that  exceed the  scope of  my personal  

knowledge.   I  depose to ensure that…” 

…[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry,  can I  just  take you up on 

that  f i rs t  sentence?  Because I  f ind mysel f  in  a posi t ion  

where I  am s l ight ly  concerned fo r  Mr Molefe.   You have said  

in  your  statement  Mr Molefe moved h is drug -re lated  

operat ions to the farm.   Now that  is  impl icat ing a person in  10 

very ser ious cr iminal  misconduct .   Now I  want  to  understand 

what  the proper evi dent iary foundat ion for  that  i s  and what  

asser t ions that  you make in  that  regard are wi th in your  

personal  knowledge.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Which one?   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Wel l ,  there is  a statement  that  

you make that  Mr  Molefe,  Mr Kat iso Molefe,  moved h is drug 

operat ions to the  farm and was conduct ing them f rom the 

farm.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  20 

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  need to understand what  the 

evident iary foundat ion for  that  s tatement  i s .    

MR SIBANYONI :    I  have ment ioned that  there was a 

hearsay.   I  have ment ioned that .   And some of  those th ings 

were l ike l i ve in format ion in  the sense that  the person who 
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ca l led me was g iv ing l ive in format ion as to here is  now,  th is  

and th is  is  what  i s  happening.   Ja.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    So in  that  respect ,  the a l legat ions 

against  Mr Mole fe that  you make in  th is  statement  are  

a l legat ions that  exceed the scope of  your  personal  

knowledge.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you.    

MR SIBANYONI :     

“ I  depose th is  to  ensure that  th is  10 

Commission  understands the  

inst i tu t ional ,  quasi -governmenta l  

character  of  the  power against  which I  

have found myse l f  and cont inue to f ind 

mysel f  essent ia l l y  defenceless,  a man 

who can be shot  twice,  whose c losest  

associates can be murdered wi thout  

effect ive invest igat ion,  whose concerns 

can be ra ised w i th Min isters,  Generals 

and MECs wi thout  consequent ia l  resul t ,  20 

and who now f inds h imsel f  compel led to  

appear before a Commission whose 

independence f rom the very  in f luent ia l  

descr ibed in  th is  par t .   I  cannot ,  w i thout  

demonst rated assurance,  s imply 
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assume.”  

The hope that  d ied,  Mr Msib i 's  death and i ts  af termath.   

Number 210:  

“Mr Jothan Msib i  passed away in  2024.   I  

exper ienced for  the f i rs t  t ime in  many 

years something  I  had not  permi t ted 

h imsel f  to  fee l .   I  exper ienced hope,  I  

exper ienced the genuine,  tentat ive and 

qui te  overwhelming possib i l i ty  that  the 

cycle of  v io lence and persecut ion and 10 

that  def ined so s igni f i cant  a por t ion of  my 

adul t  l i fe  might  f ina l l y  be at  the end.   The 

source of  the threat ,  the archi tect  o f  so 

much suffe r ing d i rected at  me was indeed 

gone.   I  dared caut iously and w i th the 

reserve of  a  man who has learned a lo t  

not  to  t rust  come to bel ieve that  I  might  

at  last  be f ree,  that  my fami ly  might  

f ina l l y  be safe. ”  

211:  20 

“That  hope was short - l i ved as I  set  out  

e lsewhere in  the  statement  the per iod 

fo l lowing Mr Msib i 's  death was marked by 

renewed instabi l i ty  wi th in the indust ry,  

the emergence of  new compet ing threats  
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and my own good fa i th  effo r ts  to  restore  

peace and stabi l i ty.   Those effor ts  have 

not  been rewarded wi th protect ion ,  

secur i t y  or  g rat i tude.   They have been 

rewarded wi th a subpoena wi th the  

c i rcumstances that  surround h is  

compel led appearance before  th is  

Commission and many others. ”  

212:  

“ I  t ru ly  hope and pray that  th is  10 

Commission understands the gravi ty  of  

the concerns I  ra ise here.   The 

const i tu t ional  d imension…” 

…[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    This  is  essent ia l l y  a legal  

submission,  so I  th ink g iven the hour of  the day,  I  would 

prefer  i f  we just  move forward to sect ion R.   We cer ta in ly  

note what  is  being said at  the level  o f  law in  paragraphs 

213 and 214.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay,  R:  20 

“Discussion wi th  Mr S indane regard ing 

Iz inkabi  and not ice paragraph 217,  215.   

The not ice at  paragraph 2.17 d i rects me 

to provide deta i ls  of  a l l  your  d iscussions 

wi th Mr S indane over  the per iod o f  2024 
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to  2026 in  re lat ion to the employment 

assessment  or  support  o f  Iz inkabi . ”  

Then 216:  

“ I  hereby formal ly  and emphat ica l l y  

invoke my r ight  under sect ion 35(3)  of  

the Const i tu t ion not  to  be compel led to 

g ive sel f - incr im inat ing evidence in  

respect  of  paragraph 217 of  the not ice.   I  

fur ther  invoke my r ight  under  sect ion  

35(1)(b)  to  remain s i lent .   I  do so on the 10 

fo l lowing basis.   Mr Oupa Sindane is  a  

co-accused of  mine in  the Delmas 

cr iminal  p roceedings.    

216.2.   The a l legat ions in  paragraph 217 

have been d iscussions about  the 

employment  assessment  or  support  o f  

Iz inkabi .   In  the event  such a reference 

re lates to mat ters d i rect ly  or  in t imate ly  

connected wi th Delmas cr iminal  

proceedings and potent ia l l y  to  the 20 

at tempted assass inat ion of  my person i n  

August  2022,  the te rm Iz inkabi  is ,  in  

common South Af r ican usage,  understood 

to refer  to  contact  k i l lers or  h i tmen.    

216.3.   Answer ing quest ions about  my 
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d iscussion wi th  Mr S indane regard ing 

Iz inkabi ,  in  the  sense of  which  the 

Commission appears to  use that  term,  

could const i tu te se l f - incr iminat ing  

evidence in  the Delmas cr iminal  

proceedings.   The proceedings to my fa i r -

t r ia l  r ights wi l l  be severe and potent ia l ly  

i r revers ib le.  

216.4.   I  re ly  on  S v Zuma and Others  

1995(2)  SA 642 (CC) Ferre i ra v  Levin 10 

NO ,  Vryenhoek v  Powel l  NO  1996(1)  SA 

984 (CC),  and Bernert  versus Absa Bank 

Ltd  2011(3)  3 SA 92 (CC) in  support  o f  

th is  invocat ion.   I  must  add…” 

…[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Abrahams …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    I  do not  know th is  term …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  does not  assist  us much not  to  have p in 

s i tes for  quoted cases because now we wi l l  be fo rced to  

read the ent i re  case when somet imes i t  may not  be  20 

necessary to  do so.   Can we be provided wi th p in  s i tes,  

p lease?   

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Yes,  sor ry.   The re levance of  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no.   I  am not  asking for  –  I  just  
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say just  g ive us the p in s i te  or  paragraph numbers.   Let  me 

put  i t  that  way.   A t  a la ter  s tage.   Not  now.    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Absolute ly.    

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease.  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    We are happy to do so.  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease.   Thank you.    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    I  was somewhat  perp lexed there for  a  

few seconds.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Now you know what  a p in s i te  i s .    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Ja,  we are ad idem .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

MR SIBANYONI :    217:  

“ I  must  add tha t  d iscussing issues of  

Iz inkabi  has a lways been there.   I t  wi l l  

a lways be there  as long as the  threat  

pers is ts.   There  is  no quest ion that  

Iz inkabi  were heavi ly  deployed by the  

Late Msib i  wi th in  the tax i  indust ry.   The 

concern around a l l  o f  our  safety has 

a lways existed.   To the extent  tha t  such 20 

d iscussions would have been d iscussed 

as a common threat  against  any people  

under a set  of  c i rcumstances,  we sure ly  

would have d iscussed th is .   However,  I  

have no record o f  such d iscu ssions and 
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wi l l  awai t  fur ther  in fo rmat ion on the  issue 

to proper ly  engage the mat ter  

meaningfu l ly. ”  

218:  

“ I  note and st rongly h ighl ight  the b i t ter  

i rony.   I  was mysel f  the v ic t im of  

assassinat ion at tempts,  once in  2006 and 

once in  2022,  involv ing precise ly the k ind 

of  contact  v io lence that  the Iz inkabi  

denotes in  i ts  cr iminal  sense.   Any 10 

suggest ions that  I  was involved in  

commissioning such v io lence must  be 

assessed in  the l ight  of  the ind isputable  

fact  that  I  was twice  on the receiv ing end 

of  i t  and have cooperated wi th the  state 

as  a  wi tness in  the  prosecut ion of  those 

responsib le. ”  

219:  

“ I  make the fo l lowing statement  as a  

matter  of  uncondi t ional  and categor ica l  20 

record.   I  deny unequivocal ly  and 

categor ica l l y  tha t  I  have at  any t ime 

d iscussed th is  w i th Mr S indane or  wi th  

any other  person the commission,  

employment ,  assessment  or  support  o f  
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ind iv iduals fo r  the purpose of  car ry ing 

out  murders or  other  unlawfu l  acts of  

v io lence against  any person.   This  denia l  

has been made by me personal ly  af te r  

consul ta t ion  wi th my legal  

representat ives wi th the  fu l l  

understanding of  the consequences of  

making th is  p ract ice statement  under  

oath.  

219.2.   I  respect fu l ly  request  that  the  10 

Commission not  draw any adverse 

in ference f rom my invocat ion  of  

const i tu t ional  r ights in  respect  of  th is  

paragraph.   The invocat ion  of  a  

const i tu t ional  r ight  is  not  ev idence of  

gui l t ,  i t  is  the exerc ise of  a  r ight  that  the  

Const i tu t ion of  the Republ ic  of  South 

Af r ica guarantees to every person.    

219.3.   In  a sp i r i t  o f  cooperat ion and 

wi thout  pre judice to my const i tu t ional  20 

invocat ions and wi thout  waiv ing any 

r ight ,  I  provide  the fo l lowing factual  

context  which is  non - incr iminat ing.   I  f i rs t  

came to know Mr Oupa Sindane…” 

…[ intervenes] .  
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ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Sorry …[ intervenes] .  

MR SIBANYONI :    [ Ind ist inct ]… yes,  ja .   Can we skip i t  

then?  Where should we star t?  In  the per iod fo l lowing?  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    In  the per iod.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Ja:  

“ In  the per iod  fo l lowing Mr  Msib i 's  

passing in  2024,  there was a s igni f icant  

ar rest  wi th in the tax i  indust ry.   Taxi  

v io lence escalated sharp ly and suddenly.   

Approximate ly s ix  tax i  dr ivers were  k i l led 10 

in  a re lat ive ly shor t  per iod.   Taxi  s t r i kes 

d is rupted serv ices and created 

substant ia l  fear  and instabi l i ty.   Th is was 

a per iod of  genuine cr is is  in  the indust ry  

and wel l  documented as such,  one that  

demanded leadership responses f rom 

those l ike mysel f  who have spent  the i r  

careers work ing for  peace and stabi l i t y  

with in i t . ”  

[ Ind ist inct ] :  20 

“ In  the context  of  widespread fear  and 

instabi l i t y…” …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV ABRAHAMS :    Perhaps i f  we could,  wi th  your  leave,  

Honourable Chai rperson,  i f  one looks at  paragraph 2021 

and paragraph 2020,  the preceding paragraph,  we made 
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amendments to  those.   These are repet i t ions of  ear l ie r  

paragraphs in  respect  of  which we had made amendments.   

Hence my learned f r iend had d i rected the f i rs t  sentence of  

the previous paragraph not  be  read.   In  respect  of  

paragraph 221,  the name Mr S indane that  occurs  on two 

occasions,  on the  second l ine and on the f i f th  l ine,  needs to  

be subst i tu ted wi th the name Tsebe.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We d id that  th is  morning.    

ADV ABRAHAMS :    We d id that ,  yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Or d id you not  change i t  on yours?  You 10 

changed i t  on yours as wel l ,  Mr S ibanyoni?   

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   We d id i t  r ight  at  the beginning.   

Thank you.   P lease cont inue,  Mr S ibanyoni .  

MR SIBANYONI :    221:  

“ In  the context  of  the widespread fear  

and instabi l i ty  and the threat  of  Iz inkabi ,  

I  contacted Mr Tsebe.   The purpose of  

my…” …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  the morning,  you even  gave us the f i rs t  20 

name.   You said Mr Abnar Tsebe.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Abnar Tsebe,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

MR SIBANYONI :     

“The purpose of  my contact  was one of  
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peacekeeping,  speci f i ca l l y  to  d iscuss 

what  steps could be taken to conta in the 

v io lence,  to  restore stabi l i ty  wi th in the 

indust ry and to protect  tax i  workers and 

dr ivers who feared for  the i r  jobs and thei r  

safety.   Mr Tsebe was a f igure whose 

engagement  I  be l ieved could assist  in  

const ra in ing the k i l l ings and the broader 

d is turbance.   This was a conf l i c t  

resolut ion and peacekeeping ca l l ,  an 10 

exerc ise of  exact ly  the k ind of  communi ty  

responsib i l i t y  and indust ry leadership 

that  I  have d ischarged throughout  my 

career. ”  

222:  

“ I  must  address the Commission 's use of  

the term Iz inkab i  wi th  great  care and 

necessary speci f i c i ty.   The te rm Iz inkabi  

does not  carry a s ingle f ixed mean ing in  

a l l  contexts.   In  i ts  cr iminal  connotat ion,  20 

the connotat ion in  which the Commission  

p la in ly  uses i t  in  paragraph 2.17,  i t  re fers  

to  cont ract  k i l lers  who h i tmen.”  

223:  

“However,  w i th in  the South Af r ican tax i  
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indust ry,  which  has i ts  own cul ture,  

in ternal  lex icon and establ ished 

terminology,  the  word Iz inkabi  i s  a lso 

used to refer  to  guards deployed at  tax i  

rank.   These are ind iv iduals who mainta in  

order  and secur i t y  at  tax i  rank fac i l i t ies,  

protect ing dr ivers,  commuters and rank 

in f rast ructure.   They are commonly  

referred to wi th in the tax i  indust ry as 

Iz inkabi .   This  dual  usage is  wel l  10 

understood by those fami l ia r  wi th  the tax i  

indust ry. ”  

Then 224:  

“ I  have addressed th is  dual  usage at  the 

Shongwe Commission 's st ructura l  

f ind ings of  Iz inkabi  in  Part  A.5.6.   Above,  

the Commission documented that  100% 

of  those k i l led in  tax i - re lated v io lence 

were shot  wi th  h igh cal ibre r i f les  as  wel l  

as smal l  f i rearms,  some of  the k ind  20 

issued to state agencies and that  Iz inkabi  

are typ ica l l y  recru i ted f rom other  

provinces,  predominant ly  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  

and paid f rom the bucket -money system.   

That  s t ructura l  context  is  essent ia l  to  any 
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fa i r  assessment  of  the Commission 's  

quest ion at  not ice  paragraph 2.17. ”  

225:  

“The d iscussion that  formed the 

background to my contact  wi th  Mr  Abnar 

Tsebe in  2024 were about  the broader 

secur i t y  envi ronment  wi th in the tax i  

indust ry fo l lowing Mr Msib i 's  death,  

inc luding the quest ion of  rank guard ing 

and secur i t y,  the deployment  of  10 

peacekeepers to  conta in the v io lence,  

the running of  tax i  pat ro ls  and the  

protect ion of  rank workers  who feared 

los ing thei r  l ive l ihood.   These were  

leg i t imate,  indust ry -speci f i c  d iscussions 

about  mainta in ing order  and pro tect ing  

jobs.   They were not ,  and I  s ta te th is  

categor ica l ly,  d iscussions about  the 

employment ,  assessment  or  support  o f  

cont ract  k i l lers or  h i tmen.”  20 

226:  

“ I  repeat  and conf i rm in  the most  

emphat ic  and ambiguous te rms my 

categor ica l  denia l  a t  paragraph 112.1 

above.   I  have never at  any t ime 
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d iscussed wi th Mr S indane or  w i th  any 

other  person the commission,  

employment ,  assessment  or  support  o f  

any ind iv idual  for  the purpose of  car ry ing 

out  any murder,  a t tempted murder,  act  o f  

v io lence and any other  unlawfu l  act  

against  any person. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink you said  ambiguous in  the f i rs t  

l ine.   I t  is  unambiguous.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Okay.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Do not  go back.   P lease cont inue.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Thank you,  Commissioner:  

“ I  draw the Commission 's at tent ion to the  

signi f i cance of  my ro le as f i rs t  a id  

wi tness against  Mr Vusimuzi  Cat  Mat la la 

in  the Johannesburg High Court .   I  meant  

to  test i fy  under oath against  the  men who 

a l legedly ordered the at tempt  to  k i l l  me.   

The suggest ion  that  a person who 

surv ived the assassinat ion at tempts and 20 

who is  yet  to  test i fy  as a state wi tness 

against  the  perpet rators  was 

s imul taneously  engaging in  d iscussions 

about  the h i r ing of  h i tmen is  not  merely 

incorrect .   I t  is  inherent ly  and log ica l l y  
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implausib le.   I t  cont radic ts the  

fundamenta l  narrat ive of  the 

Commission 's own evidence which cast  

me as a ta rget  of  organised cr ime and 

v io lence,  not  as i ts  a rchi tect .   As 

documented in  my posi t ion,  not ice  

paragraph 3…” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Mr S ibanioni ,  I  th ink the  rest  of  

the statement  I  th ink wi l l  b e addressed in  legal  argument  

and in  engagements between the at torneys.   You may want  10 

to p ick up your c los ing remarks at  page 237.   Paragraph 

237,  page 81.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Should I  s tar t  a t  236.7?   

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    I  th ink 237 because 237 and 238 

are just  about  the way forward and what  wi l l  happen when 

you get  the bundle.    

MR SIBANYONI :    237:  

“ I  wish to state the fo l lowing c lear ly  as a 

matter  of  record:  

237.1.   I  am a person who has surv ived 20 

two assassinat ion  at tempts.   I  am a state 

wi tness in  the Mat la la cr iminal  t r ia l .   I  am 

an accused person in  the Delmas 

cr iminal  proceedings.   I  am in a l l  three 

capaci t ies cooperat ing wi th the  legal  
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processes appl icable to  me.   In  none of  

these capaci t ies  have I  sought  to  

obst ruct ,  de lay,  o r  f rust rate just ice.  

237.2.   My object ions to the process 

adopted by the Commission  are  not  the 

object ions of  a  person seeking to h ide  

the t ruth.   They are the object ions of  a  

person who understands h is  

const i tu t ional  r ights and is  determined to 

exerc ise them in fu l l  as every  So uth 10 

Af r ican c i t i zen is  ent i t led and indeed 

expected to do.    

237.3.   The pr inc ip le that  a person 

should not  be  requi red to make a 

statement  wi thout  f i rs t  be ing to ld  what  

the case against  them is,  is  not  a 

technica l  legal  point .   I t  is  a  pr inc ip le at  

the foundat ion  of  our  const i tu t ional  

democracy.   This Commission,  as an 

organ of  s tate ,  is  bound by the 20 

Const i tu t ion to respect  i t .   I  respect fu l l y  

but  f i rmly ca l l  upon i t  to  do so. ”  

Now number 238:  

“ I  am aware of  the provis ions of  the 

Commission 's Act  8 of  1947  and of  the  
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regulat ions appl icable to  th is  Commission 

inc luding the consequences of  g iv ing 

fa lse evidence under oath.   I  have made 

th is  statement  conscious of  those 

obl igat ions and of  the sacred nature of  

the oath I  am about  to  take. ”  

239:  

“Before I  conclude th is  statement ,  I  wish  

to  address the Commission d i rect ly  in  my 

own voice as a man.   I  have spent  more  10 

than 42 years bui ld ing a leg i t imate  l i fe .   I  

was born in  Kwaggafonte in.   I  bu i l t  

businesses.   I  ra ised fami l ies.   I  

employed people .   I  mediated v io le nce 

between indust r ia l  fact ions where others 

f led.   When the tax i  indust ry was being 

dest royed by the  k i l l ing,  I  wrote to  the 

Min ister  of  Pol ice.   When those k i l le rs 

shot  me,  I  surv ived.   When the Nat ional  

Prosecut ing Author i t y  charged the man 20 

who t r ied to  k i l l  me,  I  s tood ready to 

test i fy  against  h im and now I  s i t  before 

the Commission of  Inqui ry being  asked 

whether  I  d iscussed the h i r ing of  h i tmen.   

I  understand why th is  Commission  must  
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ask d i f f i cu l t  quest ions of  everyone in  i ts  

scope.   I  do not  resent  the  process.   I  

respect  i t ,  but  I  w ish the record to ref lect  

who Mr Joe S ibanyoni  i s ,  a  man who 

reported the cr iminal  cabal  to  the  

Min ister  and before the cabal  shot  h im,  a 

man who test i f ied against  h is  would -be 

assassin,  a  man who despised two 

at tempts on h is l i fe  has never once been 

convicted of  any cr ime,  a man who is  10 

here cooperat ing because he bel ieves in  

the ru le of  law and the Const i tu t ion  of  the 

Republ ic  that  he has served as a  

communi ty leader  for  four  decades.   My 

d igni ty  i s  not  negot iab le.   My coop erat ion 

is  genuine and the t ruth,  I  am conf ident ,  

wi l l  v ind icate me. ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr S ibanyoni ,  do you want  to  correct  

that  second sentence?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Which one,  Commissioner?  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    On 15,  you said you were born in  the  

East  Rand.   Now you say here you are born in  

Kwaggafonte in.  

MR SIBANYONI :    Yes,  i t  is  a  typ ing  error,  sor ry.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  should we say you ra ised in  
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Kwaggafonte in?  

MR SIBANYONI :    Raised,  yes.   Cor rect ,  ja .   Thank you.   

Commissioner,  i t  was so hect ic  when we  draf ted th is .   I  was 

ta lk ing,  they were typ ing,  so I  expected these types of  

er rors.   240:  

“This sworn statement  has been prepared 

thoroughly,  mul t ip le  consul tat ions,  and 

ref lects the most  complete response I  am 

able to  provide  to the Commission 's  

not ice  wi th in  the bounds of  the 10 

Const i tu t ion,  the  law,  and my pending 

cr iminal  p roceedings.   I t  wi l l  be 

supplemented as soon as the 

Commission provides the document  

bundle i t  has undertaken to furn ish.   I  

hereby declare  that  I  know and 

understand the contents of  th is  sworn 

statement  and that  I  have no object ion to 

tak ing th is  p rescr ibed oath and that  I  

consider  the prescr ibed oath to  be  20 

binding on my conscience. ”  

Deponent ,  i t  is  mysel f ,  Mr Madoda Johannes S ibanyoni .   

Signed and sworn  before me at  Centur ion on …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  p lease,  that  is  enough.    

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Thank you very much,  Mr  
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S ibanyoni .    

MR SIBANYONI :    You are welcome.  

ADV CHASKALSON SC :    Chai r,  we have reached the end 

of  Mr S ibanyoni 's  s tatement .   As agreed and ru led  ear l ie r,  

we would ask that  h is  appearance be postponed to 21  

September.   21 September.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Mr S ibanyoni ,  the hear ing of  

your  test imony is  postponed to 21 September 2026 at  09:30 

in  the morning.    

MR SIBANYONI :    Thank you.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  09:30 on 

Monday.   Let  us adjourn.  

HEARING POSTPONED TO 31 AUGUST 2026  

HEARING ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 


