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PROCEEDINGS ON 3 NOVEMBER 2025   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Good morning,  

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Ncube.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Chai r ,  today we cont inue wi th 

the topic of  the a l leged in ter ference by the Hawks in to the 

takedown operat ion that  occur red at  Mr Kat iso Molefe 's  

home on the 6 t h  o f  December 2024.   There wi l l  be three 

wi tnesses today,  Chai r .   There ought  to  be a  bundle in  f ront  

of  you Chai r  which has th ree statements and i t  is  Sect ions 10 

4,  5  and 6.   Chai r  wi l l  recal l  that  last  week we deal t  wi th  1,  

2  and 3.   Thank you Chai r .    

 Last  week we deal t  wi th  Sect ions 1,  2  and 3.   

Today i t  is  4 ,  5  and 6.   Chai r ,  we have three wi tnesses.   

The order  that  the statements appear in  is  that  the wi tness 

that  we are cal l ing today is  not  Sect ion 4,  i t  is  the Sect ion 5 

wi tness f i rs t  and that  is  Mr George Raf topoulos who we 

have come to know as Chief  George.   Chai r ,  the wi tness is  

here.   He has dec ided that  he wants to  be sworn in .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Mr Raf topoulos.   P lease 20 

state your fu l l  names and then I  wi l l  even know how your  

surname is  p ronounced.   

WITNESS :    Good morning,  Chai r ,  George Raf topoulos.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 
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t ru th?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  hand and say so help 

me God.  

WITNESS :    So,  help me God.   

GEORGE RAFTOPOULOS :    (du ly sworn states)  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

EXAMINATION BY ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE SC :    Thank you 

Chai r .   Is  i t  Mr Raf topoulos or  Inspector  or  Chief  George?  

Which do you prefer?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  th ink Chief  George.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Chief  George,  i f  you could  10 

just  conf i rm that  you have a f i le  in  f ront  of  you wi th s ix  

sect ions and i f  you can go to Sect ion 5 which should have 

your statement .   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  can conf i rm i t  is  

mine,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  i f  you go to page 3 of  

Sect ion 5,  can you conf i rm that  the s ignature on page 3 is  

your  s ignature?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  can conf i rm i t  is  my 

s ignature,  Commissioner.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And the statement  at  page 1,  

2 and 3 is  your  statement  prepared for  purposes of  your  

ev idence today?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  is  my 

statement ,  Commissioner.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Do you conf i rm the  

correctness of  the  contents of  the s tatement?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  conf i rm,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    In  addi t ion to that ,  on page 4  

there is  an Annexure GR1.   Do you conf i rm that  i t  is  in  your  

f i le?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  can conf i rm,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And there is  a lso  what  is  10 

referred to as GR2 and a v ideo c l ip  that  you have provided 

the Commission.   Can you conf i rm that  that  is  so?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  can conf i rm,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  can we then proceed 

wi th your ev idence and can we star t  on page 1  of  your  

statement  at  paragraph 1.   1  and 2 you g ive a br ie f  

descr ip t ion and background of  your  employment .   Can you 

te l l  us about  that?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioners,  I  20 

have been employed at  Gauteng Traf f ic  Pol ice fo r  the past  

35 years.   In  2017,  I  was requested by the department  to  

head up a cr ime uni t  in  the department .   They were  cal led  

Saturat ion Uni t ,  where we star ted assist ing SAPS in severa l  

cr ime events,  l ike t r io  cr imes,  as  wel l  as k idnappings and 
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cash in  t ransi t  robber ies.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  i s  your  t i t le?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    My t i t le  is  a Chief  

Provincia l  Inspector .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now you said that  you were 

appointed in  2017 to head up the cr ime uni t .   Can you just  

te l l  us,  you ta lk  about  assistance wi th cr imes such as 

k idnapping,  what  would that  assistance enta i l?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    So,  the assistance 

wi l l  be SAPs wi l l  need enforcement  to  take down suspects 10 

or  to  in f i l t ra te houses and th is  is  where we came in to  

assist .   So,  my uni t  assisted them wi th a l l  those as wel l  as  

the t r io  c r imes that  I  ment ioned,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  would that  

assistance look l i ke?  So just  g ive  us a typ ica l  example of  

how you would assist .   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Force mul t ip l ie r ,  l ike 

our  members wi l l  assist  go ing in to the houses,  they wi l l  

assist  do ing  arrests.   So,  i t  is  just  a  fo rce mul t ip l ie r  to  

SAPS uni ts  o r  any other  law enforcement  uni ts  that  requi re 20 

that .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And your members,  what  a re 

they?  Are they pol ice of f i cers?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    They are a l l  t ra f f ic  

pol i ce of f icers.   
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And how many people  report  

to  you?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioners,  I  

must  ind icate tha t  in  2023 I  was tasked to head up the A i r  

Wing of  Gauteng Traf f i c  Pol ice and on that  uni t ,  I  have only  

got  10 members.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  does that  un i t  do?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    A lso g iv ing  support  

to  a l l  law enforcement  where needed,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And that  would be assistance 10 

in  the a i r?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  wi l l  be the 

assistance in  the a i r  as wel l  as ground uni ts  as wel l ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    What  would the ground uni ts  

of  the A i r  Wing d iv is ion enta i l?   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    So,  they w i l l  assist  

a lso in  in f i l t ra t ing  and then i f  there is  takedowns,  they wi l l  

assist  the pol ice in  the takedowns as wel l  and arrest .   The 

A i r  Wing is ,  there  wi l l  be usual ly  one or  two members in  the  20 

hel icopter ,  and the rest  of  the members wi l l  then be on the 

ground,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And typ ica l l y ,  wi th  th is  

assistance are  you ar r iv ing at  the scene before SAPS or  

af ter  or  at  the same t ime?  How does i t  work?  
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CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I t  depends on the 

task at  hand,  Commissioners.   Somet imes the hel icopter  wi l l  

s tay a few k i lometres away t i l l  they ind icate that  they are  

going to do the takedown.   Then the hel icopter  wi l l  

obviously approach that  they s imul taneously enter  the  

premises or  be at  the premises to see i f  somebody f led on 

foot  o r  whatever  the case may be,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  now at  paragraph 3 of  

your  statement  you star t  wi th  a top ic regard ing the  events  

of  6  December  2024.   Can you te l l  us about  your  10 

involvement  and how i t  s tar ted?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Thanks,  

Commissioners.   I  was cal led by Capta in Kruger f rom 

TOMS, as we know i t ,  request ing assistance of  ground 

members for  as they received in format ion of  bogus cops 

that  was at  a  cer ta in house in  Sandton.   He requested i f  I  

have got  members avai lab le because they were too fa r  

away.   I  ind icated that  I  do not  have any ground members 

avai lab le,  but  I  can send the hel icopter  to  go and see what  

is  going on there,  Commissioners.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Did he request  the hel icopter  

assistance af ter  you to ld h im you do not  have any ground 

staf f  avai lab le,  o r  d id you of fe r  i t?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    No,  I  o f fered i t  

because they ind icated i t  was bogus cops.   We previously 



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 7  o f  198  

 

 

had at tempts of  bogus cops that  was h i jacking vehic les that  

we a lso assisted.   That  i s  why I  sa id that  I  wi l l  go  out  and 

have a look,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So,  you are saying th is  was 

not  your  f i rs t ,  the  f i rs t  t ime that  you had received a request  

for  assistance regard ing bogus pol icemen?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    No,  Commissioners,  

th is  i s  not  the f i rs t  t ime.   I  can just  ind icate on two cases 

where we ar rested two t raf f ic  of f icers in  Pretor ia  that  was 

impersonat ing t raf f ic  of f icers,  and they were h i jacking 10 

t rucks.   They were ar rested in  fu l l  un i form but  none of  them 

were t raf f ic  of f icers.   They were  c iv i l ian people and then we 

had a case in  A lber ton a lso where there was a house 

robbery,  pol i ce members impersonat ing pol ice members.   

Af ter  the ar rest ,  they were in  possession of  pol ice ID cards 

but  none of  them were registered in  the pol ice system,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And was th is  what  you 

ind icated now,  was th is  p r io r  to  6 December 2024?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  20 

Commissioners.   That  was pr io r  to  that  and that  is  why I  

took the decis ion  and then volunteered to go out  to  have a  

look what  is  going  on.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can you just  te l l  us a b i t  more  

about  your  work ing re lat ionship wi th TOMS?  
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CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioners,  we 

have a good work ing re lat ionship wi th TOMS.  I  have been 

work ing wi th TOMS for  the past  e ight  to  n ine years.   So,  we 

bui l t  a  t rust  re lat ionship between us,  and they wi l l  a lways 

contact  us i f  they need assistance wi th any operat ions that  

they are conduct ing.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So,  you get  the request  and 

then you say you wi l l  send a chopper,  is  that  correct?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioners.   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  is  i t  that  you 

expected or  in tended would be of  assistance by send ing the 

chopper?  What  would you do?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    What  we usual ly  do 

is  we wi l l  f ly  to  the speci f i c  address,  Commissioners,  then 

we wi l l  just  moni tor  i f  there is  anyth ing  going on,  on the  

ground.   We had previous issues where i f  i t  was people 

impersonat ing somebody that  they wi l l  f lee the scene 

immediate ly i f  they see the hel icopter ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So,  i t  was both detect ion and 20 

deter rent?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can you go to page 2  of  your  

statement?  At  paragraph 4 you speak about  your  
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par t ic ipat ion  in  a  WhatsApp group.   Can you te l l  us about  

that?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Yes,  Commissioners.   

Capta in Kruger sa id he wi l l  add me to a WhatsApp group 

and he wi l l  send the  address when he te lephonical ly  phoned 

me request ing our  assistance.   So,  he was sent  on the 

WhatsApp group and then I  requested the p i lo t  tha t  we get  

a i rborne and f ly  to  the speci f i c  address to  see what  i s  going 

on there,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can I  just  ask you in  that  f i le ,  10 

i f  you can go to sect ion three,  there should be an Annexure 

label  BK3 and i f  you could go to page 8 of  that .    

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  have got  i t ,  

Commissioners.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I  just  want  you to conf i rm on 

page 8 the f i rs t  image where i t  says you added Chief  

George t raf f i c  that  you are the Chief  George that  is  being 

referred to here.  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioners.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  now at  16:42 you send 

a message:  

  “Chopper a i rborne. ”  

What  were you re lay ing here?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  just  ind icated to 
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the group Commissioners that  the  chopper i s  a i rborne and 

that  we are on our  way to the address that  was g iven by 

Capta in Kruger.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Then i f  I  could ask you in  your  

sect ion,  Sect ion 5 ,  i f  you could go to page 4 which is  GR1.   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  have got  i t ,  

Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I f  you could just  te l l  us what  

th is  document  is  and expla in to  us  why i t  is  o f  re levance to 

your ev idence.   10 

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioners,  th is  

is  a document  that  does sa te l l i te  t racking on the  

hel icopters.   I t  wi l l  c lear ly  ind icate  the t ime that  was take -

of f  and the t ime of  landing of  the hel icopters,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  so here the  t ime of  

take-of f  is  16:40.   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  t ime d id  you arr ive 20 

at  the address?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    The t ime per iod is  

approximate ly 6 minutes f ly ing t ime f rom Midrand to the  

address that  was g iven by Capta in Kruger,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    In  your  statement  at  
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paragraph 4 you say i t  is  about  7 minutes.  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Yes,  6 to  7 minutes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  so i f  i t  is  6  to  7 minutes 

you would have,  i f  you took of f  a t  16:40,  you would have 

ar r ived about  16:47.  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can we go back to your  

statement  at  paragraph 4?  You say in  the last  sentence 

that  about  a  minute or  so  thereaf te r  Capta in Kruger posted 10 

a message.   Can you te l l  us about  that  message?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    The message,  

Commissioners,  that  was posted by Capta in Kruger is  that  i t  

is  a  legal  operat ion  and that  he wi l l  forward the commander 

in  charge.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can I  ask you to go to page 8 

again of  BK3 to conf i rm that  that  is  the message that  you 

received that  says i t  is  a  leg i t imate  pol ice operat ion?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  am at  page 8,  

Commissioners,  and I  can conf i rm th is  i s  the message that  I  20 

received f rom Capta in Kruger on the group.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now i f  you go to page 9,  the 

message cont inues there,  and i t  seems that  th is  message 

was sent  at  16:44.   When would you have seen th is  

message in  the group?  
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CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioners,  a t  

that  t ime we were f ly ing to the  address that  was g iven by 

Capta in Kruger,  so I  cannot  conf i rm that  I  saw i t  a t  16:44 

because I  was a lso navigat ing to where the address was in  

Sandton.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Do you recal l  i f  a t  the t ime 

when you saw the message whether  you were  at  the 

address or  not  ye t  at  the address?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioners,  i f  I  

recal l  correct ,  I  was at  the address because I  te lephonical ly  10 

phoned Capta in  Kruger just  to  conf i rm the message that  he  

sent  there as wel l  as the OPS commander 's  number that  he  

wi l l  send,  and then Capta in Kruger ind icated to me that  i t  is  

a  leg i t imate operat ion by General  Khumalo.   And th is  is  why 

I  have posted i t  back onto the group af ter  my conversat ion 

wi th Capta in Kruger.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  can we just  take a  step  

back?  So you leave at  16:40,  i t  would have taken you 7  

minutes,  you would have got ten  to the venue -  to  the 

address at  about  16:47,  but  th is  message comes in  at  16:44 20 

and you say you would have seen i t  when you were a l ready 

at  the address,  and you then made a cal l  to  Capta in Kruger  

to  get  more in format ion about  the  WhatsApp that  he had 

sent  at  16:44.   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  
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Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  now at  16:49,  a lso on 

page 9,  you then send a message saying:  

  “Legal  SAPS OPS.”  

And can you te l l  us where you got  that  in fo rmat ion f rom?  

And we are just  tak ing i t  s tep by step,  so only that  message 

for  now,  p lease,  the 16:49 message.  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    The in format ion was 

received f rom Capta in Kruger af ter  I  have te lephonical ly  

phoned h im on h is WhatsApp that  he forwarded as a 10 

leg i t imate  operat ion,  and I  wi l l  send the commander 's  

number.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So,  he to ld you th is  

te lephonical l y?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    In  your  statement  you do refer  

to  the evidence of  Capta in Kruger that  you had an 

opportuni ty  to  l is ten to.   You wi l l  know that  he ind icated that  

he does not  know where you got  th is  in format ion f rom.   Do 20 

you want  to  comment  on that?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I  have heard the 

test imony of  Capta in Kruger,  but  I  know for  a fact  that  I  

spoke to h im on the phone and he gave me the in format ion.   

I  on ly communicated wi th Capta in Kruger on that  speci f ic  
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day because he requested our  assistance,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Did Capta in Kruger  te l l  you 

where he got  the in format ion f rom?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    No,  I  cannot  recal l  

that  he to ld me.   He just  sa id to  me -  I  have asked h im,  I  

have seen you have fo rwarded the message that  i t  is  a  legal  

operat ion,  and I  wi l l  send the commander 's  number,  and 

that  is  when Capta in Kruger ind icated that  i t  is  General  

Khumalo ’s operat ion.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And at  th is  point  you are at  10 

the address a l ready?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And the second message that  

you then send is  at  16:52,  which has the in format ion of  the 

Counter in te l l igence Task Team.  That  in fo rmat ion you a lso  

received f rom Capta in Kruger.   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Why d id you post  these two 20 

messages in  the group?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  what  we 

usual ly  do i f  we work on the groups.   I f  there is  cer ta in 

in format ion we wi l l  put  openly on  the groups,  but  i f  i t  is 

c lassi f ied,  we wi l l  on ly communica te wi th the member that  
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opened the groups,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now th is  message was sent  at  

16:52.   Do you know whether  you were st i l l  a t  the address 

at  th is  stage?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I f  I  recal l  we were  

st i l l  a t  the address dur ing that  t ime because I  a lso took a 

v ideo of  the premises and the sur rounding areas to forward 

to Capta in Kruger  and for  fu ture enqui r ies,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And i f  you now have the 

in format ion that  i t  is  a  legal  operat ion and you are st i l l  a t  10 

the address at  16:52,  why d id not  you just  leave the 

premises at  16:52?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    We short l y  af ter  I  

took the v ideo le f t  to  our  base back in  Midrand,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    What  was the purpose of  

tak ing the v ideo?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioner,  i t  is  

for  fu ture reference and i f  TOMS wi l l  need i t ,  as wel l  as we 

have to have reference f rom the CAA.   I f  there were any 20 

quer ies f rom CAA why the hel icopter  was at  that  premises 

for  a per iod of  t ime,  because i t  is  a  bui ld -up area,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And by CAA are you refer r ing to the Civ i l  

Aviat ion Author i ty?  
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CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner,  Civ i l  Aviat ion Author i ty .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And you say that  dur ing your  -  

we are at  paragraph 6 of  your  statement  now.   You say that  

dur ing your ca l l  w i th  Capta in Kruger,  you to ld h im that  there  

was noth ing suspic ious.   What  gave you that  ind icat ion?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    As I  ind icated 

previously,  Commissioner,  i f  i t  was bogus pol ice or  bogus 

cops as we cal l  them, they would have def in i te ly  moved out  

of  the area or  f led the area and that  is  why I  ind icated that  I  10 

do not  see anyth ing suspic ious at  that  t ime,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And d id you communicate th is  

to  Capta in Kruger?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  was h is response?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    He ind icated that  he 

is  s t i l l  on h is way there,  but  I  then said that  we are going to 

leave because we do not  f ind anyth ing and there was,  

obviously,  there was a lo t  o f  veh ic les outs ide as can be 20 

seen on the v ideo as wel l ,  Commiss ioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   I f  you can jus t  bear 

wi th me,  we are t ry ing to get  the v ideo to p lay.   Chai r ,  i t  

seems that  I  wi l l  need some assistance f rom the IT guys 

just  to  screen the v ideo.   I f  we could ask for  a short  
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ad journment  just  to  get  that  set  up,  p lease.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Two minutes?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Two minutes,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  i t  is  only 2 minutes,  we can s i t  here fo r  

2 minutes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Ncube.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    We are ready to proceed.  10 

Thank you,  Chai r .   Chief  George,  I  wi l l  just  p lay the v ideo,  

and you wi l l  conf i rm and te l l  us what  we are looking at  when 

we are done watching i t ,  okay?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I t  was p lay ing,  Chai r ,  and now 

i t  is  not  p lay ing again.   Chai r ,  I  am advised that  we might  

need a longer adjournment .   

CHAIRPERSON :    We wi l l  ad journ and come back once i t  i s  

ind icated to us that  we should.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  20 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

EXAMINATION BY ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE SC 

(CONTINUES) :    Thank you,  Thank you,  Chai r .   Chief  

George,  we wi l l  now play the v ideo that  you refer red to as  
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GR2,  and then thereaf te r  you can te l l  us what  we were 

looking at .   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Thank you,  

Commissioner.  

[PLAYBACK OF VIDEO]  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can you te l l  us f i rs t ly  why d id 

you take the v ideo?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioner,  as  

ind icated,  I  took the v ideo fo r  fu ture reference for  TOMS as 

wel l  as CAA,  i f  there were any noise compla ints la id  by the 10 

communi ty.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  qui te  see what  we are supposed 

to see.   I  cannot  even te l l  the house at  which  the takedown 

was tak ing p lace.  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    So,  Commissioner,  i f  

you look at  the v ideo,  there was,  at  one speci f i c  house,  

there was two vehic les standing as wel l  as at  the gate.   

There were people standing at  the gate and there were cars  

in  the st reet .   As ind icated previously to  the Commission,  i f  

th is  was bogus cops,  as we cal l  i t ,  they would have 20 

def in i te ly  d ispersed f rom there,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Ncube,  i f  you see what  Mr 

Raf topoulos is  re ferr ing to,  can you pause at  the re levant  

par t?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes,  Chai r ,  I  thought  perhaps 
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he can look behind h im and te l l  us when we should pause.   

So,  I  wi l l  p lay the  v ideo again and you are best  able  to  te l l  

us.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    So,  Commissioner,  

there is  the ent rance of  the premises,  Commissioner .   There  

is  the vehic le standing as wel l  as there  is  a vehic le standing 

on the r ight -hand s ide.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  that  the two vehic les parked s ide by  

s ide and parked a t  90 degrees to the st reet  or  not?  10 

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  

Commissioner.   That  is  the two vehic les that  are  at  the 

ent rance of  the premises.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And is  the tennis cour t  to  the  

le f t  par t  o f  the property?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Yes,  there is  a  

tennis cour t  on the le f t  par t .   I  cannot  conf i rm i t  is  par t  o f  

the property,  Commissioner.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Or i s  there anyth ing e lse we should take 

note of  o r  not  real ly?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioner,  there 

is  only the vehic le standing in  f ront  of  the garage.   I f  we 

can just  forward  the v ideo a b i t .   That  is  the one there,  
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Commissioner.   There is  the vehic le standing there.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Fur ther  up.   Again,  i t  is  two vehic les,  one 

whi te.   The one on the r ight  is  whi te and there is  a darker  

one on the le f t .   Am I  r ight?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    I t  is  a  dark -coloured,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  a l l  r ight .   Thank you.   That  is  

enough f rom our s ide.   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Thank you,  

Commissioner.   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Now,  you 

say that  you d id not  see anyth ing suspic ious,  and my 

quest ion to you was why d id you st i l l  f ly  over  fo r  another  3 

to  5 minutes on your t imel ine?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Commissioner,  i t  is  

not  that  we are over  the house for  the 3 or  5 minutes.   We 

were there in  the  v ic in i t y .   Unfor tunate ly,  as I  ind icated,  i f  

you are too long at  one premises or  a speci f ic  a rea,  there  

wi l l  be compla ints  of  a  noise compla int  to  the CAA,  and then 

we must  a lso just i fy  that  to  the CAA.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And then i f  we could  go to 

page 4 of  your  s tatement ,  which is  GR1,  you say in  your  

statement  at  paragraph e ight  that  you landed at  5  o 'c lock.   

That  is  ref lected in  that  annexure.   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    That  i s  correct ,  
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Commissioner.   This i s  accord ing to the sate l l i te  t racking of  

the hel icopter .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Which means that  you would 

have le f t  a t  16:53 approximate ly.   

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Around about  

approximate ly tha t  t ime,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Then at  paragraph 9 and 10,  

you address the a l legat ions of  in ter ference.   Can you just  

e laborate on that  for  us?  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Thanks,  10 

Commissioner.   Yes,  I  have heard on test imony and in  the 

newspapers and socia l  media  that  we t r ied to in te r fe re on a 

leg i t imate pol ice operat ion at  Mr Kat iso Molefe ’s res idence.   

I  am very d is turbed about  these comments.   They are 

unt rue,  as I  had no idea who Mr Molefe is  o r  where he l ives.   

I  was merely ass ist ing teams that  I  usual ly  worked wi th in  

the past ,  and my understanding was that  there were bogus 

pol ice or  bogus cops at  that  premises,  and that  is  the  

reason I  vo lun teered to go wi th the job of  the  

Commissioner.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   That  is  the  

evidence of  th is  w i tness.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much,  Mr Raf topoulos.  

CHIEF INSPECTOR RAFTOPOULOS :    Thank you,  

Commissioner.   
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NO FURTHER QUESTIONS  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   May I  ask 

for  a short  ad journment  to  get  the next  wi tness in ,  and a lso  

to just  excuse Mr Raf topoulos.   I f  we could ask for  10 

minutes,  p lease,  Chai r .   The wi tness is  here.   He is  just  in  

the wai t ing area.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Must  i t  be 10 minutes then?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    F ive.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We wi l l  wai t  outs ide and come back in  

when you cal l  us.   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Nube,  before we star t  wi th  the  

wi tness,  I  just  want  to  ra ise an issue that  re lates to 

Br igadier  Mokoena.   Looking at  the  statements that  we have 

been furn ished wi th for  today,  i t  does not  look l ike  we wi l l  

take the whole day wi th them.  We,  as the Commissioners,  

want  Br igadier  Mokoena to come back.   Is  i t  poss ib le for  

h im to come back th is  af te rnoon?   20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Chai r ,  the ind icat ion f rom 

Br igadier  Mokoena in  our  engagements  wi th h im over the 

weekend is  that  he would prefer  not  to  return  to  the 

Commission at  th is  stage unt i l  he has considered legal  

advice and considered a l l  the evidence that  wi l l  be led in  
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th is  mat ter .   He is  not  sure i f  a t  th is  stage he is  considered 

an impl icated person,  having regard to the evidence that  

was led last  week.   So he is  s t i l l  consider ing h is posi t ion.   

And my understanding f rom the DPCI 's  legal  advisor  is  that  

they have advised h im not  to  par t i c ipate at  th is  stage,  

unless the Commission absolute ly  wants h im to come,  but  

even then he wi l l  s t i l l  consider  h is  posi t ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    We absolute ly  want  h im to come back.   I t  

would just  be a quest ion of  the t iming ,  but  we absolute ly  do  

want  h im to come back.   Remember,  he had said  that  i f  10 

Capta in Kruger comes and conf i rms conf i rmat ion that  he  

could not  expla in ,  that  is  the meaning thereof ,  as he used 

the word,  and Capta in Kruger came,  but  a l l  o f  th is ,  as you 

remember,  re lated to whether  or  not  he par t ic ipated in  the 

group.    

 And he said he d id not ,  and Capta in Kruger sa id he 

d id.   And on the statements that  we have shown,  there are  

other  wi tnesses,  or  at  least  there is  one,  but  probab ly more 

than just  one,  who again cont radic t  h im.   So we just  must  

hear  h im again.   So i t  i s  not  a maybe.   We do want  to  hear 20 

h im again.   But  as I  say,  i t  i s  perhaps a quest ion of  t iming,  

especia l l y  i f  he says he wants legal  advice.   I  doubt  that  we 

would want  to  force h im before he gets that  legal  advice.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   We wi l l  

engage wi th h im and h is legal  adv isor  on th is  aspect  when 
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we are done here today ,  or  dur ing the tea adjournment ,  I  

wi l l  contact  h im to see whether  he would want  to  come back 

af ter  lunch.   I f  not  today,  then we wi l l  make sui tab le  

ar rangements for  a fu ture date.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  the next  

wi tness is  Warrant  Of f icer  Sabelo Nkosi .   His statement  

appears in  sect ion 4,  and he has a lso e lected to be sworn  

in .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  good morning.   And 10 

p lease state your fu l l  names fo r  the  record.  

WITNESS :    Good morning,  Commissioner.   I  am Sabelo  

Nkosi .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r igh t  hand and say,  so help  

me God.  

WITNESS :    So help me God.    

SABELO NKOSI :    (du ly sworn states)  

EXAMINATION BY ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  20 

Chai r .   Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi ,  can I  ask you in  the f i le  in  

f ront  of  you,  i f  you can go to sect ion 4,  that  should have 

your statement .   And i f  I  can ask you to conf i rm the 

s ignature on page 8.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Indeed,  i t  is  my s ignature,  
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Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And do you conf i rm that  the  

statement  at  page 1 to 8 of  sect ion 4 is  your  statement  

prepared for  purposes of  your  ev idence today?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you conf i rm the cor rectness 

and t ruthfu lness thereof?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  do.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   Warrant  Of f icer  

Nkosi ,  can we star t  on page 1  of  your  statement ,  the  10 

in t roduct ion?  You gave a very terse in t roduct ion about  your  

l i fe  as a pol ice of f icer .   Can you just  expand on that  for  us,  

p lease?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  jo ined the South  Af r ican 

pol ice in  the year  2000.   Current ly ,  I  am hold ing the rank of  

a  Warrant  Of f icer .   I  am cur rent ly  based at  the Of f ice of  the  

Di recto rate  for  Pr io r i ty  Cr ime Invest igat ion at  a  sect ion 

cal led TOMS.  TOMS is an abbreviat ion meaning Tact ica l  

Operat ion Management  Sect ion of  the DPCI.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And how long have you been in  20 

TOMS?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Wel l ,  that  is  f rom 2020.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who do you report  to?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cur rent ly ,  I  report  to  

Br igadier  Mokoena as a Sect ion Head.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    What  does TOMS do?  I  th ink someone 

expla ined previously,  but  can you p lease just  remind me?  

What  does TOMS do again?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

TOMS is a sect ion wi th in the DPCI which is  in  l ine wi th the  

mandate of  the DPCI,  but  TOMS is only doing only the  

tact ica l  par t ,  the combat  par t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And wou ld that  enta i l  do ing stuf f  

l ike takedown operat ions?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  cor rect .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    So you would  sor t  o f  be render ing 

support  to  others who are actual ly  doing the operat ion 

i tse l f?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Indeed.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Or conduct ing the operat ion i t se l f .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Indeed,  Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You say that  you report  to  

Br igadier  Mokoena.   Is  that  the same Br igadier  Mokoena 

that  is  known in  the Department  as  K le int j ie?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And at  paragraph 2 you star t  wi th  

the events of  6  December 2024.   Can you te l l  us how you 

got  involved in  those events?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Okay.   On th is  par t i cu la r  day 
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in  quest ion,  6 December 2024,  i t  was around about  4 

o 'c lock,  16 :00,  4  o 'c lock af te rnoon.   I  was at  my p lace of  

res idence.   And by then I  was prepar ing to go out  for  an  

operat ion.   We had a p lanned operat ion at  the North West  

Province on that  par t icu lar  af te rnoon.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you say at  your  home,  

where is  your  home?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Spr ings.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And when you refer  to  we were  

get t ing ready for  an operat ion,  can you te l l  us who that  10 

would have been?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja ,  on my s ide,  before 4  

o 'c lock,  I  communicated wi th Capta in Kruger.   And then 

because he had a problem wi th  h is  vehic le that  he was 

using,  h is  vehic le was not  f i t  tha t  i t  can dr ive to  such a  

d istance.   Because where we were going,  i t  was about  300 

and something k i lometres.   So we ar ranged that  because I  

am alone,  h im and Constable De Gouveia ,  they are  going to 

jump on me.   We are going to park that  car  somewhere,  

they jump on me,  and then we proceed wi th our  dut ies,  wi th  20 

our  journey.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And where were you going to park 

the car?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Where there were any pol ice 

stat ion around there,  we can leave the car .    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Had he g iven you an ind icat ion at  

that  s tage where ,  in  which area that  would be,  where the  

car  would be parked?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The locat ion that  he sent  

me,  i t  was in  Pretor ia  North.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and he would have sent  

that  locat ion to you,  do you remember more or  less what  

t ime on that  day?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The locat ion,  i f  I  remember  

correct ly ,  i t  is  between 3 and 4.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  between 3 and 4,  you 

knew that  at  some stage you would meet  h im in  Pretor ia  

North to  leave h is vehic le and take h im and Constable De 

Gouveia  as passengers to  go to the operat ion in  the North  

West?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Indeed.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And d id you have a set  t ime that  

you would meet  h im at  that  locat ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  to ld  h im that  I  would be 

leaving by quarter  past ,  I  would  be leaving my home.   20 

Normal ly  what  we do,  I  just  send  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Quarter  past  what?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Quarter  past  four .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Normal ly  what?   
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Normal ly  what  we do when I  

have to come and fetch you,  I  am going to send you my l i ve  

locat ion.   Reason for  that  is  that  I  do not  want  when I  am at  

your  gate and then you are st i l l  dr ink ing cof fee or  you want  

to  do anyth ing because when I  am at  your  gate,  you must  be  

at  your  gate.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  at  some point  when you 

were going to leave,  you were going to send h im your l i ve  

locat ion.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    L ive locat ion,  cor rect .  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  but  you a l ready knew 

where he wanted to leave the car .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect ,  Commissioners .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  p lease proceed.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  then receive a ca l l .   The 

cal l ,  i t  was f rom Br igadier  Mokoena.   B r igadier  Mokoena 

in formed me that  he has sent  me a WhatsApp.   I  must  check 

on that  WhatsApp and then he sent  me an address.   I  must  

rush to that  par t icu la r  address.   There are people there who 

are posing themselves as pol ice  of f icers.   And then he 20 

fur ther  in formed me that  he received in format ion f rom our 

Nat ional  Head.   And then those people,  they are posing a lso  

as DPCI members .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  can we just  take a step  

back?  You,  at  that  s tage,  a re get t ing ready to go to meet  
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Capta in Kruger,  but  you are st i l l  a t  home and then you 

receive the cal l  f rom Br igadier  Mokoena.   Do you recal l  

what  t ime th is  would have been?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  could be between 4 o 'c lock  

and quarter  past ,  somewhere  there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And he then te l ls  you that  you 

need to go there to the address in  Sandton and he is  going  

to send the address to you? 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And at  that  s tage,  d id Br igadier  10 

Mokoena,  was he aware that  you were prepar ing to go to  

the North West  fo r  an operat ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect ,  he was aware .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    How do you know that  he was 

aware?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    We do not  go out  on the  

operat ion wi thout  the approval  o f  our  Commander .    

CHAIRPERSON :    To your knowledge,  d id he know what  

t ime you would be leaving fo r  the operat ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    On that  one,  Commissioner,  20 

I  wi l l  not  have any idea.   But  because between us and the  

Br igadier ,  there are other  senior  of f icers that  we d i rect ly  

report  to .   Them, they are the ones that  are report ing to the  

Br igadier .    

CHAIRPERSON :    To your knowledge,  could he have had 
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any reason to bel ieve that  a round that  t ime,  that  is  the t ime 

you are referr ing to,  you were  a l ready back f rom the 

operat ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Commissioner,  we are not  

back,  we are going there.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  I  hear  you,  I  hear  you.   And 

Capta in Kruger has a lso said that  you were going,  you were  

st i l l  to  go for  the operat ion.   I  am asking a d i f ferent  

quest ion.   I  am asking whether ,  to  your  knowledge,  

Br igadier  Mokoena could have had any reason to bel ieve 10 

that  you were a l ready back f rom the operat ion.   To your  

knowledge,  I  know you were not  in  h is  mind,  but  knowing 

what  you knew a t  the t ime and based on what  you could 

have thought ,  he a lso knew,  could he have had any reason 

to th ink that  you were a l ready back f rom the operat ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He should not  have the 

reason for  i t ,  because when we say the meet ing t ime that  

s i te  at  North West ,  we set  a t ime for  meet ing.   So now i t  is  

going to be up to you ind iv idual ly ,  the departure t ime,  based 

on the d istance where you are t ravel l ing.   I  wi l l  make an 20 

example,  maybe by saying 8 o 'c lock tonight  we must  meet  

at  Durban Centra l ,  a t  th is  par t i cu lar  a rea.   And then now,  

each ind iv idual  now must  ca lcu late h is  t ime,  but  at  that  

par t icu lar  t ime,  you must  be there in  D urban.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   I  may be asking you a quest ion 
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on something that  you have deal t  w i th .   P lease fo rg ive me i f  

that  is  the case.   What  t ime was the operat ion to take 

p lace?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The br ie f ing was at  7 

o 'c lock,  19 :00.    

CHAIRPERSON :    The br ie f ing?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And then the operat ion i tse l f?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The operat ion,  the s i tuat ion  

was going to …[indist inct ]  there.   Because a f ter  the  10 

br ie f ing,  there are some logist ica l  s tuf f  that  we have to deal  

wi th .   Because due to the sensi t iv i t y  of  the operat ion  at  that  

s ide,  we have got  other  people that  they are  going to be  

doing assessment  on the area,  how we are going to  

approach the  area,  o r  something l i ke  that  because i t  was a  

l i fe - th reatening s i tuat ion.   I t  was not  just  a  minor  takedown 

where we know exact ly  the person is  there.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And in  your  exper ience,  I  know you say 

others reported to h im and other  ones who would have to ld  

h im what  was going to happen when.   But  in  your  20 

exper ience,  would Br igadier  Mokoena have known when the  

operat ion was supposed to take p lace?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  he should know.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  ask a fo l low-up quest ion ,  
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Warrant  Of f icer?   Where was the br ie f ing going to take 

p lace,  and at  what  t ime?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The br ie f ing was at  

Thabazimbi  s i te .   Actual ly ,  i t  is  a  border  between North  

West  and L impopo.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So the team needed to  be in  

Thabazimbi  at  7  o 'c lock?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Us?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi ,  when you say 

that  Br igadier  Mokoena should have known what  t ime the  

br ie f ing in  Thabazimbi ,  where you were going,  would  

happen,  the t ime when i t  was scheduled for ,  where would he 

have got ten that  k ind of  deta i l  f rom?  How does he become 

aware of  that  k ind  of  deta i l?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    F i rs t l y ,  we do have our  

immediate Commanders,  where the person who  is  hold ing  

the inqui ry  is  go ing to d iscuss whatever that  i s  going to  

d iscuss wi th the  immediate Commander .   And then the 20 

immediate Commander  i s  the one that  –  because in  the 

of f ice,  le t  me star t  l ike th is  so that  we can a l l  be  on the 

same page.   In  our  of f ice,  we have got  two WhatsApp 

groups.    

 I t  is  one WhatsApp group where everyone,  even the 



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 34  o f  198  

 

 

administ rat ion personnel ,  they are there on that  g roup.   And 

then they,  them,  the of f icers f rom Cap ta in  upwards,  they 

have got  the i r  own group where  they are doing a l l  the 

report ing.   So,  and then when we do the operat ion,  we open 

a group,  a separate group,  where  we are going to  involve 

even the external  s takeholders on that  par t i cu la r  group,  

inc luding the management .   Even i f  the Br igadier  is  not  

there,  but  you wi l l  f ind that  he is  going to be there on that  

par t icu lar  g roup.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    When you say external  s takeholders,  10 

that  would be who?  Who would be the  external  

s takeholders?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    L ike the people who are not  

f rom DPCI.   For  instance,  i f  we are  here in  Gauteng,  we are  

going to involve Gauteng Traf f ic  A i r -Wing.   Normal ly ,  we 

have got  a re lat ionship wi th Chief  George.   We are going to 

just  add h im.   He is  going to see who  is  avai lab le  that  i s  

going to assist  on that  par t i cu la r  case.   And then we have 

got  a lso a work ing re lat ionship wi th the pr ivate secur i t y  

companies.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Can 

I  just  take you back to paragraph 2 of  your  statement  and 

deal  wi th  the inst ruct ion that  you received f rom Capta in  

Mokoena dur ing the te lephone cal l?   In  your  statement ,  you 
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say that  he wanted you to go to the address to conf i rm i f  a  

leg i t imate pol ice  operat ion was underway at  the  address.   

Do you recal l  what  h is  exact  words were to you?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Wel l ,  he just  sa id I  sent  you 

a WhatsApp.   Check on the WhatsApp.   You rush there to 

that  address.   There are people there who are imposing as  

pol ice of f icers.   And then I  have a l ready in formed other  

of f icers f rom our of f ice  because he even said that  I  phoned 

you guys that  s ide because when we are  that  s ide,  that  s ide 

means that  based on our  p lace of  res idence.   Because th is  10 

th ing was at  Sandton.   So meaning that  when he is  saying  

that  you guys that  s ide,  those people who are staying  at  the  

surroundings of  Sandton.   I  do not  know i f  that  makes 

sense,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  and what  do you mean by 

the sur roundings?  Would that  be the East  Rand or  the West  

Rand?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    East  Rand,  Joburg.   We 

have got  someone who  is  stay ing at  the West  Rand.   And 

then they normal ly  ca l l  us,  you guys,  the Joburg team.  The 20 

Joburg team.  Because some of  them, they are  at  th is  

Pretor ia  s ide.   That  we cal l  them Pretor ia  team.  Does not  

mat te r  whether  we are at  Mamelodi  o r  we are at  

Soshanguve.   We just  ca l l  them Pretor ia  team.   So that  i s  

why on us,  i t  i s  just  an in formal  name that  we cal l  one 



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 36  o f  198  

 

 

another .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And d id he te l l  you who these 

other  TOMS members were that  he  had a lso inst ructed?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  he d id not .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and then at  paragraph 3  

you deal  wi th  what  you refer  to  as  a request  f rom Br igadier  

Mokoena.   You say that  i t  was st range.   Can I  just  ask you 

f i rs t ly ,  why do you refer  to  i t  as a  request  here but  ear l ie r  

on you said i t  was an inst ruct ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja,  the inst ruct ion par t ,  i t  is  10 

a wording.   When the Commander  te l ls  you something,  even 

i f  he requests you or  what ,  in  the pol ice language,  that  is  an 

inst ruct ion.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So are we to then read where you 

say at  paragraph 3 that  you found the request  s t range,  that  

you are refer r ing to,  I  found the ins t ruct ion st range?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  can you te l l  us why you 

found i t  s t range?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja ,  f i rs t ly ,  fo r  the  reason 20 

why I  have to go,  what  I  have to  do there,  where  he sent  me 

the address,  compared to th is  l i fe - threatening operat ion that  

we are going to,  a  normal  person,  a reasonable person,  le t  

me put  i t  l ike that ,  a  reasonable person would have thought  

that ,  no,  the pr io r i ty  here is  th is  l i fe - th reatening operat ion.   
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Because by so doing,  you are removing me there,  you are  

removing others there,  that  team becomes weak now.   I t  is 

no longer now accord ing to the operat ional  p lan of  that  

par t icu lar  operat ion.   So that  is  why that  d id not  make 

sense to me.   Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  you say in  

paragraph 3  that  par t  o f  the reason why you found i t  s t range 

was because Br igadier  Mokoena was aware that  the  TOMS 

team would be leaving for  the North West .   I  th ink that  

aspect  has been addressed by the  Commissioners,  but  a re 10 

you saying that  he was aware,  for  the reasons that  you 

stated ear l ier ,  tha t  i t  would have been communicated to h im 

e i ther  by your  d i rect  Commander  or  wi th in the WhatsApp 

group?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Indeed,  Commissioners .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Then i f  we can go to paragraph 4  

of  your  statement  on  page 2,  th is  is  where you expressed 

your f rust rat ion,  which you have just  ind icated now,  and you 

referred to the exerc ise of  going to the address as an 

ins igni f icant  ver i f icat ion.   Can you just  te l l  us about  that?  20 

Why do you character ise i t  as ins igni f icant  ver i f icat ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja.   Commissioners,  to  me,  

that  a rea where the address is ,  we do have loca l  po l i ce  

stat ion there.   And then i f  i t  was such an urgency,  because 

compared to  me dr iv ing  –  because when I  opened the GPS 
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to  that  par t i cu la r  address,  i t  was 60 -something k i lometres.   

And then I  do not  th ink that  there  is  an area or  a suburb  

where the pol ice stat ion is  more than 20 k i lometres away.    

CHAIRPERSON :    66 k i lometres f rom where you were at  

home at  Spr ings?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    66 k i lometres to Sandton ? 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  is  between 60 and 70.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Commissioner  …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  s tand to be cor rected,  10 

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no.   My co -Commissioner,  who 

we wi l l  put  to  the  wi tness stand,  says i t  is  far ,  i t  i s  qui te  far .   

I  am k idding about  put t ing h im in  the wi tness stand.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Okay.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you a lso said something  

about  i t  was t raf f ic ,  and there was heavy t raf f ic .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja.   On that  par t i cu lar  t ime,  

the t raf f ic  was congested on the f reeways.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   You can cont inue wi th the  20 

ins igni f icant  ver i f icat ion.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before,  Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi ,  

before you move of f  that  paragraph 4 ,  d id you not  say to  

Br igadier  Mokoena that  you are on a mission,  you are going 
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to  an operat ion,  and i t  has a t ime where you are supposed 

to meet  on the other  s ide at  7pm, and th is  wi l l  d isrupt  the  –  

i f  you go to th is  sender 's  address,  i t  wi l l  d isrupt  the  

operat ional  p lan.   Did you not  speak to h im about  tha t?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The only th ing  that  I  

ment ioned to h im,  because h is in i t ia l  w ord when he cal led  

me,  he said,  a re you able to  ta lk?   Yes,  I  am able to  ta lk .   

What  are you doing?  No,  I  am just  prepar ing for  that  OPS  

of  North West .   He said,  oh ,  eish ,  but  now,  l is ten here ,  we 

have got  th is  u rgent  s i tuat ion.   I  have sent  you a WhatsApp 10 

on the group.   Check the group and then rush there.   I  have 

a lso sent  other  members that  s ide.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you d id say to h im that  you are 

prepar ing for  th is  operat ion  in  North  West?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  

was st i l l  a t  page 2,  paragraph 4,  where you were te l l ing us 

why you considered i t  to  be an ins igni f i cant  ver i f i cat ion  and 

you …[ intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps before you move on,  something 

re lated to what  Commissioner Ba loyi  asked.   Under the 

conclusion in  your  statement ,  you cr i t i c ised Capta in  Kruger 

for  not  having stood h is ground and not  done every and 

anyth ing Br igadier  Mokoena wanted h im to do.   But  I  do not  
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qu i te  understand why you would merely have ment ioned that  

we have th is  operat ion in  the North West .   Could you  not  

too have stood your ground and said,  but ,  B r igadier ,  there  

is  a br ie f ing at  7pm?   

 There are co l leagues who are a l ready wai t ing fo r  me 

in  Pretor ia .   Why can  pol ice not  who are c lose to th is  

address,  for  example,  S andton SAPS,  go there?  Why must  

i t  be us who are  on th is  very important  operat ion?  Why 

must  we go there?  I f  you cr i t ic ise  Capta in Kruger,  should  

you not  a lso be cr i t ic ised on s imi la r  grounds?  As they say,  10 

what  i s  sauce for  the goose is  sauce for  the gander.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Okay,  thank you,  

Commissioner.   No,  the cr i t ic ism f rom me to Capta in  Kruger  

is  the delay,  the t ime that  he spent  there at  the address.   I t  

is  not  about  going  there.   I t  is  about  the delay,  the t ime that  

he spent  there.   To me,  I  th ink i t  was unnecessary.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  should you have gone in  the f i rs t  

p lace?  Should you not  have stood your ground r ight  at  the  

beginning and said,  why can people  not  who are c loser  

there be the ones who go to  th is  address?  You have just  20 

to ld us now,  now,  now.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  that  is  exact ly  what  ought  to  have 

been done.   Why d id you not  ra ise that  wi th  Br igadier  

Mokoena?   
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    On th is  one,  when he 

ment ioned that  he has a l ready sent  other  people that  s i de,  

to  me,  I  d id  not  have that  much power now to chal lenge h im 

on that  par t i cu la r  t ime.   Because once we go there,  there is  

going to be someone that  is  going to be in  charge f rom us.   

Because you might  f ind that  maybe i t  is  just  th is  mere  

impersonat ing pol ice only to  f ind that  there is  someone that  

has been br ie fed more than what  I  have been br ie fed .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Warrant  

Of f icer ,  then I  th ink you have addressed the issue about  the 10 

ins igni f icance of  the ver i f icat ion.   At  paragraph 5  you then 

speak about  what  happens af te r  your  ca l l  wi th  Br igadier  

Mokoena.   Can you te l l  us about  that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  then proceeded to that  

par t icu lar  –  because I  was being d i rected by the navigat ion 

f rom my phone …[intervenes] .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Just  p r io r  to  that ,  i f  you look at  

paragraph 5  of  your  statement  on page 2,  af te r  you spoke to 

Br igadier  Mokoena,  you say that  you received another  ca l l .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then I  received a ca l l  20 

f rom Capta in Kruger.   Because,  remember,  ther e 

Commissioners ,  I  was supposed to go and p ick up them, 

Capta in Kruger and Constable De Gouveia  f rom Pretor ia  

North,  to  go to North West .   So he cal led me af ter  I  have 

communicated wi th Br igadier  Mokoena  and then he to ld me 
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that ,  hey,  bro,  you need not  to  go to that  locat ion that  I  

have g iven you.   I  have been d iver ted to go to Sandton.   I  

a lso conf i rmed wi th h im that ,  no,  I  have a lso been cal led to 

that  par t i cu lar  address.   Is  that  137?  He said,  yes,  i t  is  

137.   No,  i t  is  the  same address.   I  sa id,  okay,  we are going 

to meet  there.   He said,  he is  going to open the group and 

then he is  going to put  the members that  are involved.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and then a lso in  paragraph 

5 you say when you were done wi th that  ca l l ,  you then saw 

the WhatsApp f rom Br igadier  Mokoena.    10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi th the address.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you s t i l l  have that  WhatsApp?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  I  no longer have.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why is  that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The reason is  i t  is  the State  

phone that  I  was using,  i t  was renewed.   I  was g iven 

another  new phone,  so I  had to take the SIM card and put  i t  

on the new phone.   20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and then at  paragraph 7  

you deal  wi th  what  you d id a f ter  you received that  

WhatsApp message f rom Br igadier  Mokoena.   You say you 

were added to a WhatsApp group and then what  d id  you do?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  kept  on dr iv ing and then 
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whi le  dr iv ing,  and then Br igadier  Mokoena kept  on  cal l ing  

and then,  how far  are you?  So I  was only g iv ing h im what  

the GPS is  te l l ing  me,  how far  I  am.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And how of ten would you say that  

he was cal l ing you whi le  you were  making your way to the  

address?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  was severa l  t imes,  more 

than twice.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    In  a space of  a hal f  an hour?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    15,  10 minutes.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    He was cal l ing every 10 to 15 

minutes?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And you say that  th is  

i r r i ta ted you,  why?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  for  the same reason 

that  I  have a l ready p laced on record,  that  i f  th is  th ing was 

so much urgent ,  i t  could have been handled in  another  

manner by achieving the very same resul ts  of  the local  

po l i ce stat ion.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  you a lso say in  your  

statement  that  you were f rust rated  because you were using 

the navigat ion system.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  and then when you 

received the cal l ,  now you have to stop the navigat ion,  
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meaning that  you have a lso to stop the  car ,  because you 

wi l l  f ind that  the  navigat ion said  in  cer ta in d is tance you 

must  turn le f t .   Whi le  you are busy dr iv ing,  you might  miss 

that  par t i cu lar  road.   You have to stop and speak to h im.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then at  page 3,  s t i l l  

paragraph 7 ,  you can go to page 3,  at  the top of  page 3,  

you say that  dur ing one of  the cal l s ,  you compla ined to the 

Br igadier  about  the t raf f i c .   What  d id he say to you?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  he said I  must  t ry  to  

push.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  d id  you understand by that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    So,  meaning that  you must 

swi tch on your s i ren now,  and b lue l ights now,  so that  the  

motor is ts  are going to g ive way.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You a lso  said  …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Meaning that ,  sor ry,  

basica l ly  you must  dr ive recklessly now.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And d id you put  on your b lue l igh ts?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  d id  not ,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you dr ive recklessly?  What  d id you 20 

do?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  I  d id  not .   I  just  dr ive as  

the cars are fo l lowing the cars.   I  d id  not  th ink i t  would be 

necessary for  me.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You d id not  dr ive on the yel low l ine?   
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  I  d id  not .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you d id have a b lue l ight?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  do have.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and you decided not  to  use 

i t?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Not  to  use i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you a lso say that  a t  some 

point  you shared your locat ion in  the group.   Why d id you 

do that?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    To avoid these constant  

ca l l s .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  i f  I  can ask you to go to 

sect ion 3 of  the f i le ,  there should be a label  that  says BK3.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Sect ion 3,  is  i t  f ront ,  back?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yours is  sect ion  4,  so 3  would be 

forward.   And i f  you look at  the labels,  there shou ld be a  

label  that  says BK3.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    BK4,  BK5.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Somebody wi l l  assist  you now.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Ncube,  you sa id BK?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    BK3 f rom sect ion 3,  yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  the last  f i le ,  previous f i le .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Annexures to  Capta in Kruger ’ s  

s tatement .   Do you have i t?    
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  do.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  can you go to page 10,  the  

b ig number 10 on there?  Do you have i t?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    There is  a message there f rom W-

O Malume TOM.  Do you know who that  person is?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  me,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and at  th is  point ,  a t  17 :06,  

you are sending a message that  you are e ight  k i lometres to  

the locat ion,  and then there is  a l ive locat ion.  10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  i f  we go back to your  

statement  at  page 3,  at  paragraph 8 ,  do you recal l  who were  

the par t ic ipants in  that  WhatsApp chat  group that  we just  

saw now?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  was mysel f ,  Capta in  

Kruger,  Constable De Gouveia ,  Br igadier  Mokoena,  Capta in  

Sejane,  and Chief  George f rom Gauteng Traf f ic .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you say in  paragraph 9  of  

your  statement  that  there were  var ious exchanges of  20 

messages,  and a t  some point ,  you saw a message f rom 

Chief  George.   What  d id that  message say?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    May I  read i t?    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  you may.   Paragraph 9 .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Okay:  
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“ I t  is  a  leg i t imate SAPS operat ion 

conducted by a  Counter - In te l l igence  

Task Team appointed by General  

Khumalo  wi th L ieutenant  Khumalo  in  

charge. ”  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I f  I  can ask you to go back to  

BK3,  and i f  you can go to page 9,  there is  a message there  

by Chief  George Traf f i c .   Do you see i t?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  the message you are  10 

referr ing to?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Now,  ear l ier ,  there  is  a lso  

a message,  a forwarded message on page 8,  i f  you go to 

page 8,  f rom Capta in Kruger,  which a lso refers to  i t  be ing a 

leg i t imate pol ice operat ion.   But  you do not  ment ion that  in  

your  statement .   Is  there a reason fo r  that?  You only 

ment ion the message that  comes la ter  f rom Chief  George.   

Do you recal l  tha t  Capta in Kruger a lso sent  a message that  

i t  was a leg i t imate operat ion?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  I  d id  not  take note of  i t .   

I  on ly take note of  th is  one of  Chief  George because there  

was an in terest ing quest ion there that  came af ter  that  f rom 

Capta in Sejane.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  was the in terest ing  
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quest ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Do we stand down?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  i t  is  s t i l l  on page 9 .   Do 

you see that  message there f rom Capta in Sejane?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you just  read i t  in to the  

record?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Okay,  he shows a s ign,  I  do 

not  know.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thumbs up.    10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Thumbs up:  

“Should we stand down? ”  

That  is  why I  got  in terested now.   I  even park ed on the s ide  

of  the road.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why d id you park on the s ide of  

the road?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  was wai t ing fo r  an answer 

now.   This answer ,  I  was going to be the benef ic iary of  i t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who were you expect ing an 

answer f rom?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    From the Br igadier .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why f rom the Br igadier?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because here is  a message,  

because Br igadier  is  on the group.   So when the Br igadier  

is  on the group,  meaning that  he is  in  charge of  th is  g roup.   
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So we are on th is  group because of  h is  inst ruct ions.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you were wai t ing  for  a 

response f rom Br igadier  Mokoena to Capta in Sejane 's  

message to say whether  you must  s tand down or  not?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  i t  is  going to depend.   I t  

is  e i ther  Br igad ier  communicate  wi th Capta in Kruger,  

because I  do not  know what  they were ta lk ing about  behind 

the scene.   And then one of  them could have g ive n us an 

answer there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so then Capta in  Kruger  10 

responds a minute la ter :  

“S t i l l  on way to conf i rm ,  Capt . ”  

So he is  responding to Capta in Sejane.   What  d id you 

understand by tha t  message f rom Capta in Kruger?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Meaning that  we are st i l l  

go ing there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Did you understand that  to  be an 

inst ruct ion f rom h im that  you must  st i l l  go there?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  because why I  wi l l  say 

that ,  beside th is  WhatsApp group there  were  20 

communicat ions on the radio that  we were communicat ing  

amongst  ourselves.   The two-way radio.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Is  that  the Halo radio?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The Halo radio,  that  is  

correct .    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   There is  a reference to 

that  in  the group where Capta in Kruger says :  

“Halo radio 's  on. ”  

Is  that  what  you are referr ing to?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And I  th ink that  is  on page 

7.   Can you go to page 7?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  cor rect :  

“Halo radio 's  on. ”  10 

Meaning that  th is  i s  an inst ruct ion that  everyone that  i s  

responding there,  you must  swi tch on the radio.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And these are not  just  people that  

are in  the WhatsApp group.   I f  somebody e lse had received 

the inst ruct ion,  perhaps would they a lso be able to  hear 

that?  Or i s  i t  on ly for  par t ic ipants in  the WhatsApp group?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja,  each and every member  

of  our  of f ice,  you have got  th is  rad io.   I t  is  a  por table radio  

where we speak.   Even i f  you are in  Cape Town,  we can 

communicate,  me and you.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So there was 

communicat ion go ing on outs ide of  the WhatsApp group and 

the phone cal l s?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And d id Br igadier  Mokoena a lso  
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have a Halo radio?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    On that  one,  I  am not  sure.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because previously we used 

to be wi th h im on the f ie ld .   He used to have one ,  but  now 

he is  no longer on the f ie ld .   I  do not  know i f  he is  s t i l l  on 

that  one.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So i f  we can then go back 

to page 9 wi th Capta in Kruger 's  message that  says :  

“S t i l l  on way to conf i rm ,  Capt . ”  10 

You understood that  to  then be that  you must  st i l l  cont inue 

to go there?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  because on the radio,  

pr ior  to  th is ,  o r  af ter  th is  message we were saying that ,  and 

then whoever comes f i rs t  now,  meaning that  we have to 

stop somewhere  so that  we can get  a br ie f ing ,  exact ly  

br ie f ing what  has to be exact ly  done there.   That  is  what  we 

were communicat ing there over  the radio.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you just  expla in that ,  c la r i fy  

that  a b i t  more?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    L ike when we approach the 

scene,  we do not  approach the scene b l ind ly.   You do not  

just  dr ive there  and then now you say I  have ar r ived,  

because that  is  where you are going to p ick up problems  

because you might  arr ive there and then hear the bul le t  and 
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now they are moer ing  you.   Excuse the language,  I  am just  

t ry ing to  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE :    I  thought  we had th is  

conversat ion,  Warrant  Of f icer .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You are bet raying me now.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    So basica l l y  you do not  

approach i t  b l ind ly.   You must  be s t rategic to  approach that  

par t icu lar . . .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So there  was an expectat ion f rom 10 

your s ide that  a t  some point  there would be a  br ie f ing 

before everyone arr ives at  that  address ? 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  cor rect .   Because I  

even remember ment ion ing on th is  radio that  the t ime that  

we have spent  on  the road and then there is  s t i l l  say ing that  

there are people in  the house.   There is  no cr iminal  who can 

spend that  par t icu la r  t ime at  the address.   The cr im inal  just  

come and do and then he goes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  your point  is ,  you get  

the inst ruct ion at  around 4 o 'c lock .   By 5 o 'c lock when you 20 

are sending your locat ion,  there is  s t i l l  an inst ruct ion to go  

to that  address and i f  i t  is  cr iminals,  you cannot  see why 

they would st i l l  be there for  that  long ? 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And are these d iscussions that  
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you are having on the Halo radio,  is  th is  just  what  you are  

th ink ing at  the t ime?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Everyone was th ink ing 

something.   He was coughing out  f rom Halo radio.   Why 

cannot  we do th is?  Why cannot  we do th is?  We are 

shar ing ideas.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  is  there a record of  

these Halo radio  d iscussions?  Is  there some where where 

your d iscussions on the Halo radio ord inar i ly  a re  

preserved?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  I  do not  th ink so.   Let  

me not  just  commit  mysel f  there,  Commissioners.   Because 

that  Halo radio is  not  the pol ice rad io,  actual ly .   I t  is  not  the  

pol ice- issued rad io.   Those Halo  radio,  i t  is  the  pr ivate  

companies that  a re assist ing us wi th them.  How and where 

on that  one…   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You do not  know.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  wi l l  never  know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  see that  i t  is 

t ime for  tea ,  o r  am I  a  minute ear ly?  Should I?   I  heard  

that .   Thank you,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us see what  we can  do.   Let  us 

adjourn and resume at  11 :15.  
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INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

Warrant  Of f i cer ,  i f  you can just  swi tch on your mic ?  We 

were at  page 3,  paragraph 10 of  your  statement ,  where you 

were deal ing wi th  the in format ion that  had been posted that  

i t  was a legal  pol i ce operat ion,  and Capta in  Sejane 's 

request  asking whether ,  or  quest ion asking whether  you 

should stand down.   Now,  we deal t  wi th  Capta in Kruger 's  

s tatement  that  he  said that  he is  s t i l l  on h is way to conf i rm,  10 

and you understood that  to  mean that  you a lso st i l l  had to  

go to the address.   Is  that  correct?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  that  is  correct .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You then say that  you expected 

at  some point  that  there would be a br ie f ing,  and that  d id 

not  take p lace at  that  t ime.   Did i t  take p lace at  any t ime 

before you arr ived at  the address?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  d id  not ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Now,  you a lso then post  in  

the group,  and we went  to  th is  on  page 10,  you post  your  20 

locat ion.   Why d id you do i t  a t  tha t  point?   I  know you said 

ear l ie r  on that  Br igadier  Mokoena kept  ca l l ing you,  and so 

you just  posted your locat ion.   You say that  you are e ight  

k i lomet res to the locat ion.   Just  te l l  us about  your  post ing of  

your  locat ion.  
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The locat ion is  an ind icat ion 

to other  par t ic ipants on the group that  I  am on th is  locat ion,  

and then the other  ones are going to a lso post ,  so that  we 

can see which cent ra l  p lace where we can meet  and br ie f  

one another .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  the expectat ion was st i l l  

that  there would be some form of  br ie f ing,  even i f  i t  was 

c lose to the address? 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then i f  we go back to your 10 

statement  at  paragraph 11,  you speak about  what  happened 

when you arr ived.   Can you te l l  us what  t ime you arr ived at  

the address?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

I  arr i ved there,  i t  is  just  an est imat ion,  about  quar ter  past  

f ive.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can we go to page 10 o f  BK3?  

There is  a message f rom Capta in Kruger :  

“S tanding of f ,  Br ig . ”   

And that  i s  at  1710.   BK3,  page 10.    20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  am there.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you see the message that  

says,  s tanding of f  Br ig  in  green?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  17 :10.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  that  is  f rom Capta in Kruger.   
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What  d id that  mean?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He has ar r ived.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  he has arr ived at  the 

address.   So when you received that  message,  do you know 

more or  less how much longer i t  took you to get  there?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Four  to  s ix  minutes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  your est imate of  17 :15 

is  p ret ty  accurate .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So te l l  us what  happens 10 

when you arr ive,  what  do you observe?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Whi le  I  was on that  

par t icu lar  s t reet ,  because my l i ve locat ion  and l i ve locat ion  

of  Capta in Kruger,  i t  was showing that  we are at  the same 

place.   But  I  could not  see thei r  car ,  because there  were a 

lo t  o f  cars that  were parked.   Capta in Kruger,  the car  that  

he was dr iv ing,  i t  is  a  sedan,  and then the cars that  were 

l in ing up on the  st reet ,  there were some other  cars that  

were SUV-shaped l ike cars.   So I  scanned around,  I  could 

not  see thei r  car .    20 

 And then what  I  d id ,  I  parked at  the rear  s ide of  that  

l ineup of  those cars.   Whi le  parked there,  t ry ing  to see 

where exact ly  they are  and then I  decided to leave my car  

there,  to  take a walk.   And then before that ,  I  rea l i sed that  I  

had my tact ica l  be l t  wi th  a l l  the equipment ,  l ike a f i rearm,  
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magazine,  pepper  spray,  handcuf fs ,  everyth ing.   They were 

exposed.   So I  had to take of f  that  bel t  and only take my 

p isto l  and h ide i t  in  my body,  so that  anyone cannot  see me 

wi th any weapon.   And then I  walked towards the gate.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  a t  paragraph 12 of  your  

statement ,  i f  you can just  go there,  and you addressed th is  

ear l ie r ,  you speak about  the number of  vehic les  at  the 

scene an hour af ter  the in i t ia l  ca l l .   Why was that  pecul ia r  

to  you,  i f  you look at  your  statement ,  paragraph 12,  s tar t ing  

on page 3,  at  the bot tom of  page 3 and going to page 4?  10 

The sentence star ts ,  however i t  s t ruck me.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Must  I  read i t ,  or  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You can just  te l l  us what  i t  is  

about  the number of  vehic les tha t  were on the scene an 

hour  af te r  you in i t ia l ly  received the cal l  that  was st range to 

you.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja,  i t  is  because i f  there was 

any cr iminal  e lement  that  was happening there,  I  would  

have found every th ing c leaned up.   The a l leged suspect  o r  20 

the bogus cop,  they would have been long gone.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Or at  least  when they see you 

coming,  they would t ry  to  d isperse.   They would  not  

cont inue wi th what  they are doing.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Commissioners,  where I  
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parked,  no one could see me,  because I  parked at  the rear  

s ide of  the back of  the car ,  o f  the  cars that  were parked on 

the s ide of  the road.   So the d istance,  i t  was about  20 to 30  

metres.   Even i f  I  parked there,  no  one could have not iced 

me.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why d id you park l i ke that?  What  

was the purpose for  that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  was for  safety  

precaut ions fo r  me,  because I  could not  see where was 

Capta in Kruger and Constable De Gouveia .   But  the  locat ion  10 

is  s tat ing that  they are around me there.   So now I  decided 

that  le t  me walk so that  I  can scan,  and as I  have a l ready 

ment ioned,  you do not  approach in format ion l ike th is  

b l ind ly.   So I  had to use my own s t rategic way to approach 

the gate.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So even though you had a l ready 

received in format ion in  the WhatsApp group that  i t  was a 

leg i t imate SAPS operat ion,  you st i l l  could not  approach i t  

b l ind ly,  the scene b l ind ly,  i s  that  what  you are saying?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Correct .   What  I  d id  there,  20 

before I  a l ighted my car ,  there was a car  that  had parked at  

the back.   And i f  I  remember correct ly ,  i t  was a b lack BMW.  

On my State phone,  I  have got  an  app where I  can enqui re 

the ownership of  anyth ing on my phone.   And then I  d id  

enqui re of  one of  the cars,  and then th is  car  came out  as a  
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po l i ce car  f rom KZN.   So now,  to  me,  i t  was a conf i rmat ion  

now.   I t  conf i rmed that  message,  i t  was a leg i t  po l i ce,  legal  

pol i ce operat ion.   So here is  the car  now of  the pol ice.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And th is  is  before you had even seen 

Kruger?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .   Cor rect ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  you can cont inue,  because 

that  is  paragraph 13 of  your  statement .   You speak about  

scanning the l icence p late of  the  b lack BMW and seeing 10 

that  i t  was a SAPS vehic le.   That  ind icated to you,  

conf i rmed to you,  that  i t  was a legal  SAPS operat ion.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Indeed.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So what  d id you do next?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then I  then walk  

because there was no speed.   Because once,  i f  I  can come 

wi th my car ,  they were b locking the t raf f ic  for  other  road 

users who wi l l  want  to  pass on that  par t icu la r  road.   So I  

decided to leave my car  there,  and then I  walked so that  I  

can f ind where is  Capta in Kruger  now.   Because Capta in 20 

Kruger is  the person that  got  more in format ion about  what  

has to be done here.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  you may proceed.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  walked,  and then I  found 

them next  to  the gate leaning.   And then next  to  the gate,  
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there were people at  the gate.   Those people,  they k i t ted  

up.   When you say k i t ted up,  mean ing that  you have got  a l l  

your  pol i ce equipment  on you.   Bul le tproof ,  everyth ing.   And 

then the bul le tproof  is  branded,  c lear ly ,  wi th  the b ig font ,  

po l i ce.   I t  is  the same bul le tproof  that  we are wear ing.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and then d id you observe 

Capta in Kruger and Constable De Gouveia  at  any point?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Where were they?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    They were leaning on thei r  10 

car  in  f ront ,  next  to  the gate,  fac ing oncoming t raf f i c  of  the 

road.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  we are now have paragraph 

14 of  your  statement ,  just  to  or ientate you.   So you 

approached Capta in Kruger.   Tel l  us what  happens.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then immediate ly,  when 

I  found them there standing,  I  then asked h im,  what  are we 

st i l l  wai t ing fo r?  Because you can see th is  is  the  pol ice.   

Because i f  I  remember correct ly ,  on my s ide,  they said go 

and ver i f y  i f  they are bogus or  not  bogus.   So whi le  asking 20 

Kruger,  I  thought  maybe he had more in format ion tha t  I  had.   

That  is  why I  asked h im that .   Why are we st i l l . . .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  as I  understand you,  by that  

point ,  the purpose of  your  miss ion had been achieved.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Complete ly accompl ished.    
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    And your b igger in terest  was to get  to  

the operat ion in  the North West .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    More or  less,  what  t ime was th is ,  do 

you know?  I  mean,  I  wi l l  not  hold you to i t .   But  what  t ime 

was i t ,  more or  less?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The t ime when I  was meet ing 

them?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    When you were asking th is  quest ion.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  going to be between 10 

quarter  past  and twenty past .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   And 

what  d id he say to you?  What  was h is response?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He to ld me that  he  is  s t i l l  

wai t ing for  a team leader s of  the people  as per  the  

inst ruct ion of  Br igadier  Mokoena.   He needs to speak to the  

team leaders there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You say he said  he needs to 

speak to the team leader as per  Br igadier  Mokoena 's  20 

inst ruct ion?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  d id you make of  that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    To me,  i t  i r r i ta ted me more.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why?   
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because now,  where we 

have ar r ived here,  we received a  message that  th is  i s  a 

leg i t  –  whi le  coming,  we received a message.   That  

message was a h int .   I t  was a leg i t  message of  the SAPS.   I  

ar r ived there,  I  see the car  of  the SAPS.   I  go to the gate,  I  

see people wear ing  –  you can see these people,  they are  

pol ice of f icers.   What  more now needs to be ver i f ied?  That 

is  what  i r r i ta ted me.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And do you know i f  Capta in 

Kruger was aware  that  the b lack BMW was a SAPS vehic le?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  d id  in form him.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you saw him that  f i rs t  t ime?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  was h is response?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He to ld me about  Br igadier  

Mokoena.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  was i t  that  i r r i ta ted you 

about  h im referr ing to Br igadier  Mokoena a l l  the t ime?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja.   Because to me,  i t  shows 

that  now as far  as I  know,  i f  you receive an inst ruct ion f rom 20 

the Commander ,  they g ive you a task ,  go and do th is  task.   

The how part  to  do that  par t icu lar  task,  the Commander  got  

noth ing to do wi th that .   The how part  is  so le ly  on you,  the  

executor .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so  can I  just  take a step  
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back?  You say that  you were i r r i ta ted by Capta in  Kruger  

referr ing to Br igadier  Mokoena a l l  the t ime.   Just  te l l  us 

what  was your re lat ionship,  your  work ing re lat ionship l i ke 

wi th Capta in Kruger at  that  s tage?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Before?  Before or . . .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  before 6 December.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  we were work ing as  

col leagues.   We were sharp.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And how long had he been in  the 

uni t?    10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  th ink he was f ive  months,  

four  months,  somewhere there,  i f  I  remember correc t ly .   But  

he ar r ived at  our  of f ice on that  par t icu lar  year .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So he was re lat i ve ly new ?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you say in  your  statement  

that  he used to seek advice f rom you.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And in  th is  instance,  d id he  seek 

advice f rom you?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He d id not .   He just  to ld  me 

about  Br igadier  Mokoena.   Because normal ly ,  on a s i tuat ion  

l ike th is ,  and then here is  the pol ice,  we conf i rm i t  is  the 

pol ice,  and then we combine our  heads together ,  and then 

what  to  do now?  We share such a …[indist inct ]  amongst  
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ourselves,  not  someone that  is  no t  here.   But  instead,  he 

decided that ,  no,  the only weight  that  he is  going to  take is  

the weight  of  Br igadier  Mokoena.   So that  is  why I  sa id,  no,  

i f  i t  is  l ike that ,  le t  me leave h im to do whatever,  what  he  

th inks that  i s  r igh t  on that  par t icu la r  t ime.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I f  that  was your posi t ion,  why 

were you st i l l  on the scene?  Why d id not  you just  leave?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because I  have to wai t  for  

them.  I  have to go wi th them to North West .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so your  so le purpose for  10 

st i l l  remain ing there was that  you were wai t ing for  them to  

f in ish?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  because I  remember  

te l l ing h im that  he must  phone Capta in Sejane to te l l  h im to 

stand of f  for  coming here,  because i t  is  no longer  

necessary.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And at  that  point ,  Capta in Sejane 

was st i l l  s tuck in  t ra f f ic?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And do you know i f  he d id inst ruct  

h im to stand down?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  wi l l  presume because he 

d id not  a rr i ve.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Then just  return ing  to your 
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s tatement  on page 4 at  paragraph 15,  do you know i f  

Capta in Kruger ever  d id speak to  the team leader  of  the  

operat ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  there was a stage.   

There was a gent leman that  came out  f rom the house,  and 

then Capta in Kruger,  they met  on  the middle of  the road,  

because someone f rom the gate,  he pointed that  gent leman 

to Kruger.   And then at  that  s tage,  Capta in Kruger has 

a l ready shi f ted h is car  and parked i t  on the pavement  on the 

other  s ide of  the road.   And then they met  there.   I  10 

remember they shook hands,  and then they walked towards 

Capta in Kruger 's  bonnet .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you do not  know what  they 

were d iscussing?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  I  do not  know.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And where were you at  th is 

stage?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then at  that  s tage,  I  

went  to  the bakkie  because I  parked my car  at  the rear  s ide 

when I  a rr i ved.   I  took my car  and parked i t  where Capta in  20 

Kruger 's  car  was parked,  next  to  the gate.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and you a lso ment ioned in  

paragraph 15 Capta in De Gouveia  greet ing someone.   Can 

you just  e laborate  on that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.   There was someone,  
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Constable De Gouveia ,  that  was communicat ing f rom that  

team that  was busy in  that  par t icu la r  house ,  but  that  guy 

was on the gate.   The gate  was widely open.   So they were  

greet ing one another ,  hey hoezi t ,  what -what ,  as i f  they are 

people they  know one another .   And then I  then asked 

Constable De Gouveia ,  do you know th is  guy?  He said,  ja ,  

th is  guy,  I  know h im.   I  a t tended a course.   I t  was a Specia l  

Task Force  select ion course,  something l ike that .   They 

were together  there.  

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE :    So Constable De Gouveia  10 

recognised and spoke to somebody that  was par t  o f  the  

takedown team? 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Then at  page 5,  paragraph 

16 you speak about  –  now you have a l ready to ld us that  you 

moved …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you mind i f  he reads in to the 

record the last  sentence of  paragraph 15?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you read in to the record the  

last  sentence of  paragraph  –  should i t  be the last  two,  20 

maybe,  f rom I  asked,  I  a lso heard  Constable ?  Do you see 

on page 4,  paragraph 15?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    The sentence that  s tar ts  wi th,  I  

a lso heard Constable De Gouveia,  i f  you can read that  in to 
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the record?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :     

“ I  a lso heard Constable De Gouveia  

greet ing one of  the members execut ing 

the operat ion.   I  asked h im i f  he knew 

the person.   He to ld me that  he  had 

done STF,  Specia l  Task Force,  t ra in ing  

wi th th is  person.   Again,  th is  was a 

fur ther  conf i rmat ion for  me,  as a  

Warrant  Of f i cer  Nkosi ,  that  we d id not  10 

have to be at  the scene. ”  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   Then paragraph 16.   

This is  af te r  you have now moved your vehic le and smoked 

a c igaret te,  you not iced another  vehic le at  the scene.   Can 

you te l l  us about  that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Paragraph 16?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  an unmarked vehic le .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    There was a Gol f  7  that  

ar r ived there.   When I  checked th is  Gol f  7 ,  i t  was a  Gol f  7  

f rom our of f ice.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    How did you know i t  was f rom 

your of f ice?  And when you say your of f ice,  what  do you 

mean?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    TOMS.  TOMS of f ice.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    How did you know i t  was f rom 
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TOMS i f  i t  is  unmarked?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Now,  we know our cars.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Yes,  proceed.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.   Even the occupants  

who were in  the car ,  the people tha t  we work wi th.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and who were they?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  was Warrant  Of f icer  

Dlamin i  and Constable V ik i lah le .   V ik i lah le .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So they were f rom your TOMS 

of f ice?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Can you te l l  us what  you 

d id when you saw them?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    By  that  t ime,  Capta in Kruger  

was busy wi th that  gent leman on the bonnet  of  the  car ,  on 

the other  s ide of  the road.   And then they parked next  to  me 

and asked me,  and then,  what  i s  happening?  I  sa id,  h i  no,  

i t  is  a l ready sor ted.   These are  the pol ice of f icers.   And 

then Constable V ik i lah le  stepped out  f rom the car  and then 

he came to me and greeted me l ike exchanging f is ts .   I  do  20 

not  know i f  i t  is  cor rect  words.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  bumping f is ts ,  ja .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja,  bumping f is ts .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Normal ly ,  he cal ls  me 
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Malume.   Hey Malume,  how is  i t?   Hi ,  sharp,  sharp,  sharp.   

What  is  happening?  No,  i t  is  sor ted.   The best  th ing that  

you need to do,  you bet te r  rush to the North West .   The 

th ing that  we have cal led here is  not  on.   Me,  I  am st i l l  

s tanding here because I  am wai t ing for  Capta in Kruger  and 

Constable De Gouveia .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry,  le t  us just  get  th is  c lear .   

Constable V ik i lah le  and Warrant  Of f icer  Dlamin i ,  they are 

par t  o f  the TOMS team that  was going to the North West?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Does Capta in Kruger  know these two 

people?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did he see them on the day?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  why now I  w i l l  never  

know because he was busy wi th those gent lemen that  s ide 

on h is bonnet ,  bu t  I  d id  in fo rm him that  now I  have excused.   

Because l i ke h im,  he was a senior  now at  that  par t icu lars.   

Whatever I  do,  I  have to in form him.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Who could have cal led them to come 20 

to the scene,  do you know?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja,  that  is  what  surpr ised me 

because I  checked on the  group,  on that  par t icu la r  g roup,  to  

see i f  they were there on the group  and then they were not  

there on the group.   And then whi le  Constable V ik i lah le  was 
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greet ing me,  and then I  asked h im,  and then what  led  you to 

be here?  What  are you doing here?  He said,  Br igadier  

Mokoena cal led  me,  referr ing to h im.   He said,  Br igadier  

Mokoena,  l ike I  am quot ing h im,  what  he said,  Br igadier  

Mokoena cal led h im.   And then I  rea l ised because Br igadier  

Mokoena when he cal l s  me,  he said he has a l ready cal led  

other  people.   So that  is  why I  d id  not  quest ion much on 

that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you,  Ms Ncube.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   And 10 

do you know whether  Br igadier  Mokoena had cal led Warrant  

Of f icer  Dlamin i?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  wi l l  not  know.   I  wi l l  not  

know.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  but  he was in  the same 

vehic le as V ik i lah le?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Warrant  Of f icer  Dlamin i  was 

the dr iver .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    He was the dr iver?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi ,  do you know 

which s ide Constable Nkosi ,  V ik i lah le  rather ,  and Warrant  

Of f icer  Dlamin i  be longed to?  Johannesburg or  Pretor ia  

group?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    In  te rms of  res idence?   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  the  way that  you descr ibed i t  

ear l ie r .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Wel l ,  Warrant  Of f icer  

Dlamin i  s tays at  Centur ion,  and then Constable V ik i lah le  

stays at  Soweto.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So they are the  Johannesburg group?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No.   Warrant  Of f icer  Dlamin i  

fa l ls  under Pretor ia  group.   I  do not  know on that  par t icu la r  

day what  happened fo r  them to be together .   I  do not  know 

that  one.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Did  you observe any other  Hawks 

members,  not  f rom TOMS necessar i ly ,  but  any other  Hawks 

members?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Then i f  we can go to paragraph 

18 of  your  statement ,  you say that  you d id not  in te ract  wi th  

anybody f rom the takedown operat ion,  except  g reet ing 

them.   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Except  greet ing them, yes,  

correct .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And do you know i f  Warrant  

Of f icer  Dlamin i  and Constable V ik i lah le  in teracted wi th any 

of  the members of  the takedown team?   
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  because Warrant  Of f icer  

Dlamin i  d id not  s tep out  f rom the car .   And then af te r  

Constable V ik i lah le  stepped out  f rom the car ,  Warrant  

Of f icer  Dlamin i  went  in to the gate  to  make a  U -turn.   And 

then af ter  making a U-turn,  he parked next  to  me,  fac ing the  

other  d i rect ion  now.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you know how long they were  

on the scene f rom the t ime that  you observed them?  So 

th is  would be Warrant  Of f icer  Dlamin i  and Constable 

V ik i lah le .    10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  was less than f ive  

minutes,  because I  to ld  them that  we need to rush that  s ide.   

Af ter  te l l ing them that ,  no,  they need to rush that  s ide,  

because here i t  is  a l ready conf i rmed that  these are the  

pol ice,  and then Capta in Kruger  is  s t i l l  busy on the  as per  

inst ruct ion of  Br igadier  Mokoena.   I  do not  know what  he is  

ta lk ing about .   Because they asked h im,  so who are those 

people that  he is  wi th ,  and what  a re they ta lk ing about?  I  

sa id no,  that  one I  do not  know.   Me,  I  am just  –  i f  i t  was 

not  for  me that  I  have to go wi th them, mysel f ,  I  would have 20 

a lso le f t  them there ,  and le f t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi ,  i t  might  be an 

ins igni f icant  deta i l ,  but  in  your  paragraph 16 you say that  in  

l ine one,  two,  i f  you go to l ine one,  two,  three,  four ,  f ive,  

s ix ,  there is  a s tatement  there towards the end,  i t  is  a  
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sentence there that  says,  Warrant  Of f icer  Dlamin i ,  can you 

see where I  am?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  towards the end.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.   You say there in  that  sentence that  

he was standing,  Dlamin i  was standing next  to  the car  when 

he asked you what  was happening,  and then I  understand 

you now in your ora l  ev idence to say he never came out  of  

the car .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  that  something you want  to  correct?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Maybe i t  is  just  the w ording  

here.   He d id not  s tep out  f rom the car .   He parked the car  

next  to  my car .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so i t  i s  incorrect  the w here  i t  says 

you are standing next  to  the car ?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So the person that  was out  of  the 

car  was V ik i lah le?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You a lso,  whi le  we are going 

back,  you a lso descr ibe the at t i re  that  was being worn by 

Constable V ik i lah le .   Can you just  te l l  us about  that?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja ,  the only at t i re  that  I  
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could remember is  a top that  he  was wear ing.   He was 

wear ing a gol f  t -sh i r t  wi th  the branding of  the DPCI.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi th the  branding of  the  DPCI,  

the gol f  t -sh i r t?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  ask you a quest ion?  We h eard  

evidence on Fr iday that  TOMS team …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  was Thursday.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thursday,  sor ry.   Fr iday was the end 10 

of  day.   That  TOMS team does not  have vehic les that  are  

marked,  but  that  was one of  the people who gave the 

evidence.   The other  one said  something d i f fe rent ,  o f  

course.   So can you maybe just  assist  us wi th that?  So you 

are saying the very TOMS team that  you are par t  o f  has 

cars that  a re marked Hawks and they have t -sh i r t s  that  they 

wear that  are a lso  marked Hawks?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  Commissioners,  we do 

not  have a car  that  is  branded Hawks.   Our cars are p la in.   

Yes,  but  we do have the t -sh i r t  caps of  the Hawks.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You know them because you know the 

Hawks '  cars.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  know our of f i ce cars ,  yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am wi th you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Okay,  
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now we are back at  paragraph 18 of  your  statement .   You 

speak about  something that  occurred whi le  you were 

standing outs ide.   You were outs ide and leaning on the  

bonnet  of  your  vehic le wai t ing for  Capta in Kruger and 

Constable De Gouveia .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    P lease proceed at  paragraph 18.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    18.   Af ter  they have just  le f t ,  

Constable V ik i lah le  and Warrant  Of f icer  Dlamin i  and then I  

was approached by a gent leman unknown to me.   He was 10 

coming on the o ther  s ide of  the  road.   Because when I  

ar r ived there,  there were other  people who were standing 

on the pavement  on the other  s ide  of  the road.   I  presumed 

that  i t  was just  the inquis i t ive people.   When there is  

something l i ke in  a township,  they cal l  i t  Nomala Gondaba  

[? ] .   When something is  happening there,  then they want  to  

see what  is  happening.   So I  presumed that  i t  was those 

type of  people.    

 And then that  person crossed the  road and walked 

towards me.   And then he greeted me,  I  greeted back,  and 20 

then he asked me,  are you guys f rom the Hawks?  I  sa id,  

yes,  why?  And then he fur ther  to ld me he is  the one that ,  

l ike I  am going to quote,  I  am the one that  ca l led  Pat r ick.   

And then I  asked h im now.   Now i t  was get t ing in terest ing to 

me now.   And then,  who is  Pat r ick?  And then he said,  
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Pat r i ck is  General  Mbotho.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you just  go back?  In  your  

statement  you say that  he approached you,  you in t roduced 

yoursel f .   Who d id he in t roduce h imsel f  as?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He said he is  Mr Mtetwa.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And as you said,  now he 

said to  you he is  the one that  ca l led Pat r ick.   You asked 

h im,  who is  Pat r ick?  But  before he gave you the answer,  

you say that  he made a request  to  you to move.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you te l l  us about  that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He to ld me that  i f  we can 

step out  f rom –  because I  was standing next  to  the team 

that  was –  the  team that  was doing operat ion  in  that  

par t icu lar  house.   Because he was about  three metres away 

f rom me.   That  I  presumed that  whatever  the guy is  saying,  

they could hear.   And then he asked me that  i f  he can speak 

to me pr ivate ly ,  and then of  which I  re fused.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why d id you refuse?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja,  I  th ink now i t  was on my 20 

s ide,  I  just  made my mind that  i t  is  going to be unfa i r  to  

these people that  we were encroaching on thei r  operat ion.   

Now here someone is  coming ,  he  wants to  speak to me 

pr ivate ly.   The bet ter  way here is  to  be t ransparent  to  them.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  p roceed.    
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  a thought  that  came 

to me.   I t  is  bet ter  to  be t ransparent .   Whatever the guy 

wants to  speak,  he must  speak in  the i r  p resence.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Cont inue.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then I  re fused thei r  

request ,  but  I  d id  not  te l l  h im the reason.   I  sa id  he can 

speak and then just  never mind these people.   He can just  

speak to me.   And then he said,  you know,  the reason fo r  

me to ca l l  the General  i s  because I  wanted to know th is  

pol i ce ,  they have got  a r ight  to  be in  th is  house  and then do 10 

they ar rest  –  they have got  a warrant  of  arrest  to  ar rest  th is  

person who is  ins ide the house.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Sor ry,  Warrant  Of f icer ,  can I  just  

ask you,  who is  General  Mbotho?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    General  Mbotho  is  a 

Div is ional  Commissioner at  the DPCI Head Of f ice.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Sor ry for  in terrupt ing you.   You 

may proceed.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then I  fur ther  asked 

h im,  do you stay  in  th is  house?  He said,  no,  he does not  20 

stay in  th is  house.   And then th is  house belongs to h is  

fami ly  member.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Cont inue.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then i f  I  remember  

correct ly ,  whi le  I  was expla in ing  –  I  asked h im before that ,  
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you and General  Mbotho,  who are you?  And then  l i ke,  

basica l ly ,  I  was asking ,  you,  what  is  your  connect ion,  you 

and General  Mbotho?  And then he to ld me,  he spoke in  

Zulu  …[vernacular ] .   So,  basica l l y ,  in  the township l ingo  

…[vernacular ]  he is  your  o ld f r iend ,  o ld bra.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  was your response to 

that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I f  I  remember cor rect ly ,  

there was a stage where the team guys who were there,  

they were c lapping hands whi le  I  was in teract ing wi th these 10 

guys,  because now thei r  numbers,  they became bigger now,  

meaning that  they had in terest  on th is  gent leman.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Just  c lar i f y  that  for  us ,  whose 

numbers became more?  The members of  the task team, of  

the people that  were undertaking the takedown operat ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so when you in i t ia l l y 

s ta r ted your conversat ion wi th Mr Mtetwa,  there were a few 

of  them, and then they increased in  number?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .   Even af ter ,  20 

because the guys now star ted walk ing away whi le  I  wanted 

to –  whi le  walk ing away,  I  was expla in ing to h im that  i f  we 

are not  s tay ing in  th is  house,  the pol ice,  when they do thei r  

job,  they are  going to expla in the i r  presence to the  people  

who are ins ide the house,  not  just  randomly someone that  is  
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on the road.   So that  i s  when he was dr i f t ing away f rom me.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you say dr i f t ing away f rom 

you,  you walked away?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Walk  away.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   You say in  paragraph 20 

on page 6 that  you t r ied to get  more in format ion f rom him.   

Did he g ive you anyth ing fu r ther?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  he d id not ,  because he 

was walk ing away,  because I  d id  not  want  to  fo l low h im 

back.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  what  d id you do next?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then I  went  to  Capta in  

Bar ry  and in formed h im about  th is  guy.   And then whi le  the  

guy was walk ing away,  he went  and sta nd next  to  the car ,  

he was busy wi th  another  person there,  and then I  took a  

p ic ture of  h im wi th that  car .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can I  ask you to go to sect ion 3,  

Annexure BK5,  the label  i s  BK5,  and i t  wi l l  be page 21.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  am there.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sor ry,  before you do that ,  you 20 

ment ioned Capta in Barry .   Is  that  Capta in Kruger?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  am sorry,  Commissioner.   I t  

is  f i rs t  name.   So i t  is  Capta in Kruger.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Capta in Kruger.   I  am sor ry  
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about  that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Are you there?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  am there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you te l l  us who took th is  

photograph?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  me.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You took i t?   You took that  

photograph?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  took i t .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  why d id you take i t?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja ,  th is  person became a 

person of  in terest  to  me.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because a l l  those 

f rust rat ions that  I  had,  and the i r r i ta t ion now,  i t  became 

now,  because now we actual ly  were there to serve the  

in terests of  th is  gent leman,  not  the  in terests of  the pol ice.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why do you say so?  Fi rs t ,  te l l  us 

who th is  gent leman is ,  and which one are you refer r ing to?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He is  the one that  i s  hold ing  

h is hands at  the back.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi th the dark T-shi r t?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who is  th is  gent leman?   



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 81  o f  198  

 

 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He in t roduces h imse l f  as Mr  

Mtetwa.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So why do you say that  

you were serv ing h is in te rests?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because we were there fo r 

h im,  basica l l y .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why do you say that?  Based on 

what?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because he is  the  one that  

made the cal l ,  and then that  ca l l  made us to run around to  10 

th is  p lace.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Is  that  what  you thought  at  the 

t ime,  based on what  he to ld you?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  but  you do not  know 

whether  Br igadier  Mokoena,  as a fact ,  inst ructed you 

because of  th is  gent leman 's ca l l ?   You are just  assuming.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  Br igadier  Mokoena,  he  

said he was a lso inst ructed.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    But  you do not  know what  the 

basis fo r  whoever inst ructed Br igadier  Mokoena was?  You 

do not  know that  i t  was the cal l  f rom th is  gent leman?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  I  d id  not  know.    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    But  he d id say to you tha t  he is  

the one that  ca l led General  Mbotho?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  he just  sa id he is  out  of  

vo l i t ion.   I  d id  no t  request  h im any in format ion,  he just  to ld  

me.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Did Br igadier  Mokoena te l l  you 

that  he got  h is  inst ruct ion f rom General  Mbotho when he 

cal led you?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  cannot  remember cor rect ly ,  

but  he ment ioned something about  General  Lebeya.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  he ment ioned 

something about  General  Lebeya.   He said he is  wi th  

General  Lebeya  at  a funct ion,  something.   They were 

together  there.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    A t  a  funct ion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  and General  Lebeya 

does not  know that  there are people at  that  par t icu la r  

address.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And so you say that  af ter  20 

your in teract ion w i th th is  gent leman,  Mr Mtetwa,  you went  to  

Capta in Kruger and in formed h im.   What  d id you te l l  Capta in  

Kruger?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Even though I  cannot  use 

the exact  word because somet imes we speak d i r ty  on the 
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f ie ld .   Basica l l y ,  I  am t ry ing to w ords that  I  f i l ter  them, so 

that  i t  i s  going to su i t  the purpose.   Because the  exact  –  

eish .   No,  I  was basica l l y  saying that  th is  is  the person that  

made us run around l i ke fools.   I  show him,  and then I  send 

these p ictures to h im.   Because now,  remember,  when he is  

there,  he is  the one that  must  g ive feedback fur ther  

upwards.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You shared the p icture in  the group,  not  

so?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  I  sent  i t  to  10 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You gave i t  to  Capta in Kruger ?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  you sent  the p ic ture to  

Capta in Kruger.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then you say that  you a lso  

d id a motor  vehic le search.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    On that  car ,  yes.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Is  that  the one in  the photograph?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  i t  had a personal ised 

regist rat ion number.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    P lease do not  read i t  in to the 

record.  
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  d id i t  ind icate?  What  

was the resul t?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    And then the surname the  

gent leman gave me when he in t roduced h imsel f ,  i t  came out  

wi th  the very same surname.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Mtetwa?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So the owner of  the vehic le in  the 

photograph is  a lso Mtetwa?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and you then put  two and 

two together  that  he must  be the owner.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Indeed.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can I  just  ask you,  what  d id you 

te l l  Capta in Kruger?  I  know you said th is  is  the person that  

made us run around.   Did you te l l  h im the deta i l s  why you 

were saying that?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  to ld  h im that  I  had just  

spoken to h im now.   And then before that ,  I  asked h im about  20 

Dlamin i  and V ik i lah le 's  sto ry.   I  asked them that .   Dlamin i  

and V ik i lah le  sa id they were here.   Do you have any 

knowledge about  why they were here?  He said no,  he d id  

not  have any knowledge.   He said ,  oh,  they were here?  I  

sa id,  yes,  they were here.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And then insofar  as what  

you to ld  h im about  your  in teract ion wi th th is  gent leman,  wi th 

Mr Mtetwa?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  and then I  to ld  h im 

about  th is  gent leman.   And then th is  guy was s t i l l  a lso 

standing there speaking wi th th is  gent leman.   And then I  

sa id,  do not  look at  h im,  I  am go ing to send you on the  

phone because I  d id  not  want  th is  guy to see that  you were  

speaking about  h im.   We were gossip ing,  actual ly ,  about  

h im.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  I  am t ry ing to get  to  is  

whether  you gave h im deta i l s  about  your  conversat ion  wi th 

Mr Mtetwa.   I f  you to ld Capta in Kruger what  Mr Mte twa to ld 

you.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    What  d id you say to  Capta in 

Kruger?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  sa id he is  the one that  –  

the guy to ld me that  he is  the one that  ca l led General  

Mbotho.   By the looks of  th ings,  i t  looks  l i ke  these people,  20 

they are f r iends  because he is  even cal l ing h im wi th the  

f i rs t  name.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  what  you said to  Capta in  

Kruger?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  d id Capta in Kruger say?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  we just  –  he got  

surpr ised.   But  obviously,  that  was conf i rming to me,  that  

was conf i rming to  h im that  we are here  for  something that  is  

baseless and then we have to keep on spending some t ime 

here.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And d id you a lso share the motor  

vehic le screenshot  wi th  h im that  showed that  i t  was Mr  

Mtetwa 's vehic le?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You sent  that  to  Capta in Kruger 

as wel l?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And do you know what 

Capta in Kruger d id wi th those photographs?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Whi le  we were  dr iv ing away,  

we were on our  way to North West ,  that  is  where  he sent 

those in format ion on the group.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you were leaving the  

scene?   20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  th ink we had a l ready le f t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can I  ask you to go to  BK3 in  

sect ion  3,  which is  the WhatsApp messages that  we have 
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been deal ing wi th .   And can you go to page 11?  There are 

photographs that  Capta in Kruger posted in to th is  group  and 

you see the f i rs t  photograph is  the  one that  you had taken?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  see.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Now,  do you recal l  what  

t ime you had wi thdrawn f rom the scene?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  was before s ix ,  i f  I  

remember cor rect ly .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And do you know whether  an  

inst ruct ion was g iven for  you to wi thdraw?  And i f  so,  f rom 10 

who?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Capta in Kruger asked on the  

group and then Br igadier  Mokoena responded and said,  no,  

you can  –  he even thanked Capta in Kruger  and the 

col leagues.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can I  ask you to go to page 11 of  

that  same BK3?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    This i s  a  message f rom Br igadier  

K le int j ie  where he says :  20 

“Capta in Barry ,  thanks a lo t .   You can 

wi thdraw,  bro. ”  

But  there is  no  previous message f rom Capta in  Kruger 

asking to wi thdraw.   Do you know why Br igadier  K le int j ie  

would have sent  th is  message in  the group at  that  s tage,  at  



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 88  o f  198  

 

 

17:46?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja ,  maybe because of  the i r  

communicat ion that  I  do not  know what  they were  

communicat ing about  there.   Maybe there was some 

communicat ion over  the phone or  something l i ke that .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And so you would have 

wi thdrawn round about  that  t ime,  as you say,  just  before  

s ix?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So you say that  whi le  you 10 

were on your way,  Capta in  Kruger then posted the 

photographs in  the group.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    One of  those photographs that  he 

posted,  i f  you can go to page 12,  was the motor  vehic le 

document ,  the screenshot  that  you had sent  to  h im.   I f  you 

see there at  18 :04,  there is  a MCD that  says surname 

Mtetwa.   Do you see that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  is  what  you had taken.    20 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Indeed.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    By sending to Capta in  

Kruger.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.    
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And in  response to that  message,  

i f  you go to page 14 of  that  bundle,  there is  a message f rom 

you.   Can you just  read i t  in to the  record at  18 :07 and te l l  

us what  you were referr ing to here?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  was responding to 

that  motor  vehic le  ownership that  s i de.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi th them Mtetwa’s?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Correct .   This i s  the person 

that  ca l led the Gen.   Gen is  an abbreviat ion fo r  General .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And which genera l  were you 

referr ing to here?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    As  d iscussed wi th Capta in  

Kruger about  in fo rmat ion.   I t  is  General  Mbotho .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And what  was the 

response to that?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Br igadier  Mokoena asked,  

which one?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And i f  we then go to page 15,  

there is  another  message f rom you at  18 :08.   Can you read 20 

that  in to the record and te l l  us who you were respond ing to?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  was responding to 

Br igadier  Mokoena.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  are you saying there?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    F i rs t  message is  Mr  Mtetwa.   
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And then next  message :  

“He said he is  re lat ive  to  the owner of  

the house. ”  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then there is  another  

message,  i f  we go to st i l l  on page 15,  where there is  a  

photograph,  that  same photograph that  we deal t  wi th ,  but  

Mr Mtetwa is  now c i rc led in  ye l low and there is  a message 

that  says:  

“This one,  Br ig . ”  

Do you know who sent  that?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I t  is  Capta in Kruger.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Refer r ing  to Mr Mtetwa?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He was speci f ica l l y  

ind icat ing,  because there are two people standing there,  

which is  which.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And he was a lso responding to  

Br igadier  …[intervenes] .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Br igadier  Mokoena,  

c la r i fy ing that  fo r  h im.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before you leave the photos,  Warrant  20 

Of f icer ,  I  just  want  to  c la r i fy  the t imel ine.   So on page 15 

you are sending those WhatsApps.   You say,  Mr Mte twa,  he 

said he is  re lated  to the owner of  the house.   And I  see that  

i t  is  18 :09.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are  you st i l l  in  Sandhurst  a t  the  t ime 

whi le  you are sending these WhatsApps?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  we are on the rou te now.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you now dr iv ing wi th Capta in 

Kruger?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  no,  no.   We st i l l  have to 

go.   I  am dr iv ing a lone.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You are dr iv ing a lone?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.   Capta in Kruger i s  

dr iv ing wi th Constable De Gouveia .   We are st i l l  go ing to 10 

f ind out  a spot  where  we are going to leave that  car ,  but  we 

are in  mot ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Eventual ly ,  where d id you leave the 

car?  Capta in Kruger 's  car?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The car ,  i f  I  remember  

correct ly ,  we le f t  i t  a t  Hartebees.   Hartbeespoort  Dam.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A t  the pol ice stat ion ?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  in  that  page 11  at  BK3,  20 

page 11,  where you have got  those photographs,  you have 

got  –  are you there?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Page?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    11.   You have just  been looking at  that  

just  now.   BK3,  then page 11.    
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  I  am there,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you take a l l  o f  those photographs 

that  appear there in  that  shot?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   You took only Mr Mtetwa's,  the 

one that  has Mr Mtetwa?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   And then when you turn to  the  

next  page,  you have got  the  vehic le deta i ls  of  the 10 

Mercedes-Benz,  which has surname Mtetwa.   You shared 

that  on the group.   Did you share that?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Page?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    12.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  d id  not  share i t  on the 

group,  I  shared i t  wi th  Capta in Kruger.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And then,  you go to the next  

page 13,  there are other  vehic les there,  an Isuzu,  and then 

in  the next  page there is  a BMW, in  page 14.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then in  page 16 there is  a  –  i t  is  a  

grey BMW, the previous one is  a b lack BMW, and then page 

16 i t  is  the  deta i ls  of  a  grey BMW, and in  the fo l lowing 

pages there are  other  vehic les.   Did you provide that  

in format ion whether  to  Capta in Kruger or  to  the group?   
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  that  app I  am ta lk ing  

about ,  Capta in Kruger a lso got  i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So th is  i s  not  your  work?  I t  is  not  you 

who put  down th is  in format ion and shared i t?    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  t hank you.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   We 

have now deal t  wi th  paragraph 22 of  your  statement  on 

page 7.   At  paragraph 23 Capta in  Kruger asks i f  the group 

may be deleted,  and then he does delete i t .   Paragraph 23 

of  your  statement  on page 7.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  that  was,  I  th ink that  

was another  day.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  on the 13 t h .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes,  ja .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Now,  one of  the issues 20 

that  a rose f rom Capta in Kruger 's  ev idence is  the issue of  an 

inqui ry  number fo r  th is  inc ident .   Can you te l l  us what  is  an  

inqui ry  number and whether  or  no t  an inqui ry  number was 

created for  th is  inc ident?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Okay,  le t  me star t ,  
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Commissioners,  and expla in what  are they meaning  when I  

say inqui ry .   We have got  three types of  docket  in  the  

pol ice.   We have got  an inquest  docket .   We have got  an 

inqui ry  docket .   We have got  a CAS docket .   A  CAS docket  

is  the one that  goes to court  for  t r ia l .   The inqui ry  docket  is  

for  invest igat ion purposes.   L ike i f  you are st i l l  busy wi th  

your invest igat ion,  you take one,  two,  one,  two,  you 

combine together .   Once you are done wi th that ,  and then 

the inqui ry  docket  can turn in to a CAS docket .   So,  le t  us 

star t  wi th  the quest ion.   What  i s  the quest ion exact ly?   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Whether  there was an inqui ry  

docket ,  I  guess,  created fo r  th is  inc ident ,  and should there  

have been one?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  i t  was not .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  was not  created?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    In  your  v iew,  should one have 

been created?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  wi l l  go 50 /50 there.   

In i t ia l ly ,  i f  the ver i f i cat ion process was done in  such a  20 

manner that  there  was no contact  between us and that  team 

that  was execut ing there.   L ike,  fo r  instance,  we go there,  

we ver i fy  these are the pol ice,  and th is  is  just  a  ver i f icat ion.   

We do not  need an inqui ry  fo r  tha t .   I t  is  l ike,  I  wi l l  make 

more examples to  break i t  down for  you so that  maybe you 
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can maybe understand ,  Commissioners.    

 You get  the task to go and see a source at  th is  

cer ta in p lace.   By then,  there is  no anyth ing that  is  open.   

You go and see a source.   You hear what  the source is  

saying.   And then based on the assessment ,  what  you get  

on  the source,  i f  there is ,  le t  us take fo r  instance,  you see 

that ,  no,  here there is  in fo rmat ion that  we can work on.   

That  is  where now you are going to go and open inqui ry .   I f  

you see that ,  no ,  ah,  man,  ah -ah,  th is  source is  ta lk ing  

something e lse that  does not  make sense .   I  have a l ready 10 

dr iven to the source and speak to the source.   But  now,  

meaning that  the inqui ry  i s  not  necessary there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And so,  in  th is  instance,  why do 

you say 50 /50?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because now of  what  

happened,  I  do not  know what  t ranspi red between Capta in  

Kruger and the team leaders there  and the cal l s .   Because 

there was a stage where they are making some cal ls ,  

exchanging phones that  I  could not  understand what  was 

happening.   Taking sel f ies,  I  do not  know what  was that  for .   20 

Because I  was seeing th is  th ing in  a d is tance.   So,  i f  there 

was something there that  maybe was real ly  necessary,  i t  is 

up to Capta in Kruger and Br igadier  Mokoena i f  there  was an 

inqui ry  to  be opened.   But  basica l l y ,  on the face value of  i t ,  

there was no need for  an inqui ry  there.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So in  your  v iew,  there  

would not  have been a need for  the inqui ry?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you say that  even though we know 

now f rom the evidence of  Capta in  Kruger that  he submit ted 

a copy of  h is  d ia ry which recorded what  happened on the  

day and he took photographs and he ran the reg ist rat ion  

deta i ls  of  these vehic les and they are shared amongst  the 

group,  I  mean,  i t  seems l ike that  is  gather ing in format ion.   

Do you st i l l  say that  there would not  be an inqui ry  number?  10 

Where would that  in format ion s i t  in  the DPCI?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    That  is  where my other  50  

goes.   As I  sa id,  i t  is  50 /50 because that  i s  why Capta in  

Kruger went  beyond.   I  wi l l  put  i t  l i ke  that .   He went  beyond 

because now here we ver i f ied  these people are the pol ice  

and then our  job  af ter  that ,  i t  was supposed to  go .   Even 

those people,  they were not  supposed even to not ice us that  

there were other  people that  they were there.   So now,  th is  

in teract ion,  the contact  between h im and those people,  that  

is  what  now requ i res an inqui ry .   A  f i le .   Because now al l  20 

those documents need to be documented.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And is  i t  fa i r  to  say even h is 

communicat ion wi th the leader  of  the team,  of  the 
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operat ional  team that  he found on the scene,  that  would go 

in to par t  o f  the record that  he puts together ?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

Warrant  Of f icer ,  we are now at  page 7 of  your  statement ,  

which is  the conc lusion.   Can you just  take us through your 

conclusion?  Fi rs t ly ,  you speak about  the evidence of  

Capta in Kruger that  you had an opportuni ty  to  l i s ten  to.   Do 

you want  to  provide us wi th your comment  on that?   10 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja ,  because there  was a  

stage where he said he d id not  know the people f rom DPCI 

that  a rr i ved there .   Because i f  he saw them, that  they d id  

ar r ive,  the people who arr ived there is  the people  that  he  

knew.   On my s ide,  I  presume that  he d id not  see Warrant  

Of f icer  Dlamin i  and V ik i lah le  when arr iv ing,  because he was 

st i l l  busy wi th that  gent leman that  s ide.   But  now when he 

says that  he saw the DPCI car  comes and then f rom Joburg  

what -what ,  these people are f rom the of f ice.   They know 

one another  very wel l .   That  is  where now I  could not  20 

understand why he was saying that .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then another  aspect  that  you 

deal  wi th  i s  insofar  as Capta in Kruger  execut ing Br igadier  

Mokoena 's inst ruc t ion at  paragraph 24.   Do you want  to  deal  

wi th  that?   
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WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.   Yes,  Commissioner.   

As I  have a l ready ment ioned on th is  par t  that  we pro longed 

our  stay there unnecessar i ly .   As I  have said that  once you 

receive the inst ruct ion or  a task,  the executor ,  you as an 

executor ,  i s  so le ly  up to you how to execute i t .   And then 

you are going to g ive feedback af ter .   He was supposed to 

g ive feedback af ter  we have le f t  the scene  and said,  no,  we 

saw i t  is  the pol ice,  the very same message that  is  there,  i t  

is  conf i rmed.   I t  is  l ike that ,  wi thout  even speaking to those 

people.    10 

 Because i f  Br igad ier  Mokoena wanted to speak,  these 

people on the phone,  what ,  what ,  what .   So now,  that  is  

where now I  d id not  f ind  –  I  f ind  i t  s t range.   Because now i f  

you want  to  speak to them, you bet te r  d r ive here  mos  to  

come and speak to them di rect ly .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And so  what  d id you make of  

Capta in Kruger then not  execut ing i t  perhaps in  the way that  

he would have,  but  instead l i s tening to Br igadier  Mokoena?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    He fa i led to stand on h is  

ground.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Just  e laborate on that .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    I  am going to  use another  

word now,  I  do not  know i f  i t  is  a  common w ord.   L ike,  he 

d id not  have bal ls .   That  is  a common w ord that  we. . .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  I  do not  know.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    He lacked courage to  s tand up 

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    We a l l  know what  i t  means .   We a l l  know 

what  i t  means.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    You,  Commissioner,  says 

that  the legal  mind people,  maybe you are going to f i l ter  i t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  p lease proceed,  Warrant  

Of f icer ,  yes.   And by that ,  you are saying that  he d id not  

s tand up for  h imsel f  as he should have?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    How would you have done i t  

d i f ferent ly?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    The way I  parked there when 

I  arr i ved,  or  before we ar r ived at  the address,  we only sent  

one car .   I  parked the way I  parked.   And then you wa lk,  you 

go and observe what  i s  happening there.   I f  you need to  

take p ictu res to prove that  you were there,  you can take 

p ictures.   You see that  i s  the pol ice.   And then you come 

back.   By that  t ime,  whi le  you are busy walk ing there,  you 

are doing your own observat ion and what -what ,  you come 20 

and te l l  us,  th is  is  what -what .   And then we d iscuss,  we 

make decis ions amongst  ourselves.   No,  le t  us leave.   Tel l  

the Br igadier  and then we leave.   That  is  i t .   Those people  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  sor ry to  in te rrupt  
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you.   And you said that  took you on ly f ive minutes to do?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you do not  understand what  the 

other  40,  50 minutes was for?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    What  is  that  for?  Indeed.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Is 

there anyth ing e lse that  you want  to  say,  Warrant  Of f icer ,  in  

your  conclusion?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja ,  but  that  is  not  on my 

statement .   I t  is  just  that  the thought  of  a l l  th is  inc ident  and 10 

then some other  th ings that  are happening in  tha t  of f ice.   

Because I  remember somet ime,  I  th ink i t  was August  th is  

year ,  that  is  what  the inc ident  that  reminded me of  th is  

par t icu lar  inc ident .   There was an inqui ry ,  there was a 

request  f rom Interpol  to  our  of f ice to  t race a wanted 

fugi t ive.    

 I f  I  remember cor rect ly ,  i t  was people who were 

involved in  the CIT at  Zimbabwe.   Those people,  they were 

bel ieved to be here in  th is  count ry.   The request  was made 

to our  of f ice.   And then the h andler  of  the inqui ry  f rom our 20 

of f ice t raced those guys  because two of  them, we 

successfu l l y  ar rested them.   There were qui te  a  lo t  o f  

people ,  syndicate .    

 Two of  them were  arrested.   We assisted Interpol ,  we 

assisted them.   And then there were other  two that  were  
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successfu l l y  t raced to be around Western Cape and Eastern  

Cape.   Two of  the guys.   And then there was a request  to  

deploy to that  area.   The person who approved the  

deployment  i s  th is  General  Mbotho .   He is  the one that  

approved i t .    

 The request  was made.   Normal ly  th is  is  being done.   

And then the f inance people approved i t .   Funds are  

avai lab le.   And then General  Mbotho,  he decl ined i t .   Whi le  

decl in ing,  he s igned and decl ined i t  and then made a 

comment .   On that  comment  he is  saying that ,  no,  le t  the 10 

Interpol  be assisted by the pol ice,  SAPS at  Western Cape.  

So now,  that  is  why i t  brought  my mind.   Where is  the 

consistency now?   

 Here is  a job.   Need deployment .   But  now,  i f  i t  is  

t rue,  i f  th is  gent leman phone h im ,  so the very same advice  

that  is  advised in  our  of f ice ,  why d id he not  advise th is  

gent leman to do  the same?  Where are you?  I  am at  

Sandhurst .   Here is  a s i tuat ion here.   Go to the pol ice  

stat ion.    

 This is  what  I  just  wanted to br ing to your at tent ion  20 

even though i t  is  not  on my sta tement ,  but  cons istency 

looks l ike i t  is  not  the language that  –  which means some 

way,  somehow i t  works.   They used to preach to us  about  

th is  cost  conta inment  what ,  what ,  what ,  what .   But  now,  i f  i t  

su i t s  them, no ,  we over look i t .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Cost  conta inment?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cost  conta inment .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Saving costs?  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  want  to  ask you a quest ion re lated  

to what  you have just  sa id now.   In  your  v iew,  i f  somebody  

is  impersonat ing the pol ice  or  they are  impersonat ing the  

Hawks,  who is  best  p laced to invest igate whether  that  i s  

t rue or  not?  Does i t  have to be the TOMS team or  i t  can be 

any pol ice of f icer?  Or even any other  d iv is ion  of  the 10 

Hawks?  Because I  understood f rom the evidence that  we 

heard on Thursday that  the  Hawks have an of f ice in  

Johannesburg.   I t  is  just  not  the TOMS team.   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Cor rect .   So any pol ice  

of f icer  can conf i rm that .   Because to add on that ,  

Commissioners ,  remember whether  we are f rom the Hawks 

or  we are f rom the Dog Uni t ,  we are carry ing the same 

appointment  card.   The appointment  card is  the same.   How 

are you going to te l l  you i f  th is  person is  f rom the Hawks?  

How are you going to te l l  you i f  th is  person is  f rom the Dog 20 

Uni t?  I  am just  making an example.   Our appointment  card  

is  the same.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And last  issue.   The Hawks 

Johannesburg of f ice ,  how far  is  i t  or  where is  i t?   I f  i t  is  a 

sensi t ive issue ,  you do not  have to g ive me the exact  
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deta i ls .   I  unders tood f rom your evidence that  you were in  

Spr ings,  and tha t  is  60 k i lometres f rom Sandhurs t .   And 

Capta in Kruger  was in  Pretor ia  Nor th ,  which  is  a lso very far .   

And the other  team was in  Mo gale  Ci ty ,  which is  a lso very 

far .   The Hawks team nearest  to  Sandhurst ,  where are they?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Joburg and Germiston as  

wel l .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Cent ra l  Johannesburg? 

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Not  at  the cent ra l .   Because 

at  the –  le t  me remember cor rect ly .   The o ld Johannesburg 10 

Stock Exchange.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Ja.   Not  at  the pol ice stat ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  in  Newtown?  Yes,  I  th ink we 

know where i t  is .  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Because remember DPCI 

has some div is ions.   There are others who are s i t t ing at  the 

bui ld ing of  Old Commercia l  Cr ime next  to  Joburg High 20 

Court .   There are others who are s i t t ing there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Warrant  Of f icer ,  in  paragraph 22 of  your  

statement  you say you le f t  the scene at  approximate ly 17 :50 

af ter  Br igadier  Mokoena f ina l ly  inst ructed us to wi thdraw.   
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Did you hear Br igadier  Mokoena g ive the inst ruct ion that  

you can now wi thdraw?  Did he speak to a l l  o f  you  or  were 

you to ld th is  by Capta in Kruger?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    No,  Br igadier  Mokoena said 

i t  on the group.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    He said i t  on the group?   

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  on page 11 of  the annexures?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    BK3.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    BK3,  page 11.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Are you a t  page 11 ,  BK3?  I  th ink 

you have a l ready spoken to th is .   You do not  need to go  

there,  Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi .   Thank you.    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Okay.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

Thank you,  Warrant  Of f icer .   That  is  the evidence of  th is  

wi tness,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much,  Warrant  Of f icer .    

WARRANT OFFICER NKOSI :    Thank you.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Ms Ncube?  

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  Chai r .   We have another  

wi tness,  which is  General  Mbotho.   He has arr ived.   I f  I  may 

take a short  ad journment  to  get  h im ready to g ive evidence ?   
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CHAIRPERSON :    How long do you th ink that  wi l l  be?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    F ive minutes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    F ive minutes.   A l l  r ight ,  le t  us  adjourn.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Ncube.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    The next  wi tness is  Lt -Gen 

Mbotho.   His wi tness statement  can be found in  sect ion 6 of  10 

the bundle  and I  omi t ted to  ask the General  whether  he  

wants to  be sworn  in ,  so my apologies,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Good af ternoon,  General .   Wi l l  you swear 

or  af f i rm?   

WITNESS :    I  swear.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Sor ry,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    For  the record,  p lease g ive us your fu l l  

names.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I f  the wi tness can just  swi tch on 

h is mic?  Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Your fu l l  names for  the record,  p lease,  

General .    

WITNESS :    I  am Dumisani  Pat r ick Mbotho.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Do you swear that  the 

evidence you are going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the whole t ruth,  

noth ing e lse but  the t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  

hand and say,  so help me God.    

WITNESS :    So help me God.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

DUMISANI PATRICK MBOTHO :    (du ly sworn states)  

EXAMINATION BY ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  

Chai r .   General ,  in  f ront  of  you,  you should have a f i le .   

There is  sect ion 6,  which should have your wi tness 10 

statement .   Can you go to page 8 of  that  sect ion and 

conf i rm that  that  is  your  s ignature that  appears on page 8?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  conf i rm that  i t  is  my s ignature.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And do you conf i rm that  the  

statement  that  appears at  page 1 to 8 is  your  statement  that  

has been prepared for  purposes of  your  ev idence today?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  conf i rm that .  

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE :    And do you conf i rm the 

correctness and t ruthfu lness of  the contents of  your  

statement?   20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  conf i rm that .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  General .   General ,  

can we star t  on page 1 of  your  statement ,  paragraph 1,  1,  2 ,  

and 3,  which is  your  in t roduct ion  where you out l ine your 

career  in  SAPS?  And can you just  g ive us a br ie f  
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background of  tha t?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Thank you.   I  have ment ioned in  the 

statement ,  Commissioner,  that  I  s tar ted in  Soweto in  1986,  

and that  I  am cur rent ly  the Div is ional  Commissioner.   I  

s ta r ted in  October last  year .   And pr io r  to  that ,  I  was the 

Provincia l  Head o f  the DPCI in  the  North West  Prov ince.   I  

was there for  s ix  years,  f rom 2018 unt i l  I  s tar ted in  Pretor ia  

in  2024.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    A t  paragraph 3 of  your  statement  

you say that  you are,  as the Div is ional  Commissioner,  you 10 

are responsib le for  var ious components.   Can you te l l  us 

what  components are,  and then dea l  wi th  the components?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    A l l  r ight .   I  am in charge of  Ser ious 

Organised Cr ime component .   The second one would  be the 

Ser ious Commerc ia l  Cr ime component .   The th i rd one would  

be Ser ious Corrupt ion component .   In  addi t ion,  we have got  

two support  components.   Those components do not  

invest igate cases,  but  they support  the operat ional  

envi ronments that  I  have ment ioned.    

 And the f i rs t  one would be the f inancia l  account ing 20 

invest igat ions.   They do f inancia l  f lows and th ings l ike  

those.   And the  other  operat ional  support  would  be the 

Pr io r i ty  Cr ime Specia l i sed Invest igat ion.   These wi l l  inc lude 

the cyber,  the asset  invest igat ion  sect ions,  and the l ikes  

that  re late to  the assets.   And the cyber and d ig i ta l  
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forensics and those wi l l  fa l l  under th is  speci f i c  one.    

 Then the s ix th  one is  not  a component .   I t  is  a 

sect ion.   I t  i s  the TOMS, the Technical  Operat ions.   And 

that  would be the s ix th one,  but  the real  components are 

f ive  and that  one is  a sect ion.   That  would make the s ix .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   And can you te l l  us 

what  does TOMS do?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    They are a lso s imi lar  to  the other  

support .   They a lso do not  invest igate.   These are the 

teams that  we use to escor t  pr isoners f rom court  to  the 10 

pr ison.   We use them to,  i f  we get  enqui r ies f rom Interpol  o f  

wanted fugi t i ves,  we ask them to  do that .   We a lso  test  

them in the genera l  searching of  suspects,  wanted suspects 

that  we are looking for .    

 And we a lso use them to t ransport  va luable e i ther  

assets or  maybe i f  we want  to  t ransport  go ld,  they wi l l  be  

escor t ing  i t  to  Forensic so that  i t  arr i ves there.   So i t  i s  

more of  g iv ing  the backup to the real  operat ional  

envi ronments that  invest igate cases.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Would they a lso be responsib le  20 

for  takedown operat ions?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes,  yes,  yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who is  the Sect ion Head of  

TOMS?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I t  is  Br igadier  Mokoena.    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who does he report  to?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    He reports to  me.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Di rect ly?    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And who do you report  to?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  report  to  the Nat ional  Head.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And in  December 2024,  who was 

that?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    That  would have been General  Lebeya.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And who is  i t  now?   10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    We do not  have one now.   There is  an 

act ing.   I t  is  General  Nkosi .   Okay.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   At  paragraph 4  of  your  

statement  on page 2 you deal  wi th  the events of  6  

December 2024.   Can you te l l  us about  your  involvement  in  

those events?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    On the 6 t h ,  we were having the  

Excel lence Awards and the venue was in  the east  of  

Pretor ia .   The p lace is  ca l led Deep in  d ie Berg.   And the 

actual  ceremony should  have star ted  about  5pm.  A t  about ,  20 

I  would say,  maybe quarter  to  four ,  I  was con tacted by  

General  Lebeya,  who wanted to know i f  I  am aware of  an 

operat ion in  Sandton.    

 And he cont inued to say the reason he  i s  asking me 

is  because he has received a ca l l  and the  cal l  s tated  that  



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 110  o f  198  

 

 

there are members of  the DPCI who are a l leged to have 

been sent  by h im who are at  an address.   He d id not  

ment ion the address at  the t ime,  but  i t  would have been in  

Sandton.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Did General  Lebeya say who he had 

received the cal l  f rom?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    No,  he d id not .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Did you ask h im?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    No,  I  d id  no t  ask h im.   Then I  then 

went  to  make enqui r ies.   For tunate ly,  a l l  the Commanders 10 

were at  the venue.   So I  would have asked the th ree,  the 

operat ional  ones,  the Organised Cr ime,  the Commercia l  

Cr ime,  and the Corrupt ion Team  to say,  do you have an 

operat ion in  that  area?  And they a l l  sa id no,  they do not .   I  

then went  to  …[in tervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  sor ry,  General .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Ja.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You say you would have asked the  

three.   Did you ask the three?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes,  I  asked the three.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    A f ter  that ,  when they a l l  sa id  they do 

not  have an operat ion that  i s  ongoing in  Sandton,  I  then 

proceeded to Mokoena to ask h im,  does he have an 

operat ion in  that  v ic in i t y?  At  that  t ime,  I  was aware of  an  
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operat ion because he had reported to me.   But  the 

operat ion he had reported to me,  he said he would have had 

an operat ion in  the North West  Province,  but  th is  one was 

now in the opposi te  d i rect ion,  i t  was in  Sandton.    

 He a lso said no,  he does not  have an operat ion.   The 

one that  he knows of  is  the one that  he has reported to me 

about .   I  then to ld  h im that  there are people that  a re a l leged 

to have been sent  by  General  Lebeya and they are  a l leged 

to be f rom the Hawks.   Can we send a vehic le to  ver i f y 

that?   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a second,  General .   You say that  he  

in formed you of  an operat ion that  h is  team  “was prepar ing  

for ”  in  the North  West  Province that  would be conducted,  

“ la te r  that  evening or  the  fo l lowing day ” .   Br igadier  Mokoena 

in  h is  test imony said that  the North West  operat ion had 

been completed and that  the of f i cers who had gone there 

were on thei r  way back.   So the two are cont radictory.   So 

are you saying what  you say in  your  statement?  I  just  read 

f rom paragraph 6 .   What  you say in  your  statement  is  what  

Br igadier  Mokoena to ld you,  not  what  he to ld us when he 20 

gave h is ev idence here ? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Commissioner,  to  be  cer ta in,  I  th ink 

because he d id not  te l l  me verbal ly ,  I  have a WhatsApp 

message that  he would have sent .   Maybe i t  is  safer  for  me 

to read the WhatsApp message that  I  had about  North West  



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 112  o f  198  

 

 

because maybe one of  us could be wrong there.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  i t  readi ly  accessib le?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes,  yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do not  look for  i t  now.   I f  you can do 

what  some cal l  mul t i tasking,  maybe.   Or perhaps we wi l l  

reach luncht ime,  wi l l  we not?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    We wi l l ,  Chai r .   The General  d id  

provide us wi th the WhatsApp,  so  we wi l l  screen i t  a f ter  

lunch.   I t  was just  not  one of  h is  annexures.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  not  one of  the annexures.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    But  now that  Chai r  has ra ised i t ,  

we wi l l  f ind i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you.   Thank you fo r  

ment ion ing i t ,  General .   Thank you,  Ms Ncube.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  just  to  c lar i f y ,  you say that  

Br igadier  Mokoena to ld you he does not  have an operat ion  

in  Sandton?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    In  Sandton,  yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  conf i rm that .    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  General .   We are st i l l  

a t  I  th ink i t  is  paragraph 5 of  your  statement .   You say you 

enqui red wi th the  Major  Generals.   That  would have been 

the Component  Heads.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Correct .  



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 113  o f  198  

 

 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   You then enqui red at  

paragraph 6.   We are now on page 3 of  your  statement ,  just  

to  or ientate you.   You enqui red wi th Br igadier  Mokoena,  

who to ld you he does not  have.   Br igadier  Mokoena said  

that  he thought  that  ca l l ,  that  enqui ry  was te lephonic,  and 

you say you th ink  that  i t  was at  the event .   Do you want  to  

of fer  some c lar i t y  on that?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    A l though we were at  the same venue,  

we were not  necessar i l y  s i t t ing on that  same table.   I t  is  

possib le that  i t  could have been a cal l  and not  that  I  10 

physica l l y  went  to  h im.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you do not  have a record of  

that  ca l l?    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    No,  I  do not .   No,  I  do not  have a 

record of  i t ,  and that  i s  why I  th ink  I  went  to  h im.   But  i f  he  

says that  i s  the  wrong recol lect ion,  i t  i s  possib le that  I  

ca l led,  but  I  do not  have a recol lec t ion.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Then you were  deal ing 

wi th  paragraph 7 about  the ins t ruct ion that  you gave 

Br igadier  Mokoena.   P lease just  e laborate on that  20 

inst ruct ion.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes.   I  asked the Br igadier  to  f ind a 

vehic le that  was c loser  to  the area that  we could send 

there,  one vehic le that  could go and ver i fy  for  us who those 

ind iv iduals were.   And my th ink ing  was that  we were going 
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to  use col leagues that  res ide  –  I  do not  have col leagues 

that  res ide in  Sandton,  but  in  the v ic in i t y  of  Johannesburg.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  was the rat ionale 

behind just  inst ruct ing that  i t  be one vehic le?  You are very  

speci f ic  about  tha t .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    A l l  r ight .   The purpose of  th is  vehic le 

that  was supposed to go was just  to  go and observe.   I t  was 

not  to  in te ract  because I  d id  not  have suf f i c ient  in fo rmat ion.   

So what  I  would have wanted to see,  I  would  have wanted a 

vehic le that  would just  scan the area fo r  us so that  we can 10 

have bet te r  in fo rmat ion than the one we have.   Because 

when I  was tasking  them, we d id not  have the  number of  

people that  a re possib l y  at  that  address.   And at  the t ime 

when I  was even sending them, I  d id  not  even have the  

address at  that  t ime.    

 But  I  wanted a vehic le that  would s tar t  moving in  tha t  

d i rect ion  so that  when I  go back to General  Lebeya ,  I  then 

request  the address and see i f  he can have  –  is  he is  able  

to  answer a few fur ther  in format ion .   But  the vehic le  that  I  

wanted to send there would have been just  to  check around 20 

the v ic in i ty ,  what  do they see?  My expectat ion would have 

been they would  have done survei l lance on i t  to  see i f  

indeed we have got  such act iv i ty  tak ing p lace.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And at  paragraph 8 you say you 

then went  back to  General  Lebeya.   So at  th is  point  you do 
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not  have the address,  but  you have a l ready g iven the  

inst ruct ion to send a vehic le.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Correct .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Why do you go back to General  

Lebeya?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    For  two th ings.   The f i rs t  one is  to  te l l  

h im that ,  g ive h im feedback that  I  have made enqu i r ies on 

the operat ional  envi ronments,  p lus  Br igadier  Mokoena,  and 

we do not  have,  a t  least  at  head of f ice,  the operat ion  that  is  

tak ing p lace in  Sandton.   So that  is  to  respond back.   But  in 10 

addi t ion,  I  now need the address where the vehic le that  

should be on the  way should be going to.   And i f  possib le,  

more in format ion  about  what  to  expect  where they wi l l  be 

going to.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can I  ask you to go to page 9,  

which is  DPM1?  I t  should be label led DPM1,  and i t  is  page 

9.   I t  is  a  WhatsApp screenshot .   Do you have i t?    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes,  I  do have i t .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    This is  a screenshot  of  a 

WhatsApp conversat ion on the day that  you provided to the 20 

Commission.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  conf i rm that .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   A l though we cannot  see 

the date,  you do conf i rm that  i t  was fo r  the 6 t h  o f  December  

2024.    
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  conf i rm that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And th is  i s  a conversat ion 

between you and General  Lebeya?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    That  is  correct .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    A t  the f i rs t  one,  i t  is  15 :49,  there  

seems to be a one -minute vo ice cal l .   Do you recal l  what  

that  ca l l  was about?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  am no longer sure what  i t  was about ,  

but  I  do know that  what  happened a f ter  i t  is  where I  see h im 

sending me the address of  where the guys must  go to.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When he in i t ia l ly  approached you 

to ask you i f  there was a team that  was doing an operat ion,  

was that  in  person at  the event  o r  was i t  te lephonica l ly?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  th ink i t  was in  person.   But  i f  

someone were to  say he cal led me,  I  would not  d ispute i t  

e i ther .   But  we were in  the same venue,  but  not  necessar i l y  

on the same table .   So I  would not  remember now whether  i t  

was physica l ,  but  I  fee l  that  i t  was physica l  because af te r  

our  d iscussion,  I  s tar ted to walk  to  the d i f ferent  tab les 

where the Component  Heads were s i t t ing.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   So you cannot  real ly  te l l  

us why he would have cal led you a t  15 :49?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  would not  be sure.   I  would not  be 

sure on that  one.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you went  back to h im,  to  
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General  Lebeya,  af ter  you made your enqui r ies,  d id you 

know where to f ind h im?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    He was s t i l l  in  the same venue?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes,  but  just  d i f ferent  tab les.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So there would have been no 

need for  h im to ca l l  you?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    There could be.   I t  was qui te  noisy.   He 10 

could ca l l  me i f  I  was in  a d i f fe rent  corner  to  come to h im.   

I t  is  possib le.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Then at  15 :52,  th is  is  the 

WhatsApp that  you are refer r ing to where he sent  you the  

address af te r  you made the inqui ry?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   What  d id you do af ter  you 

received the address?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  sent  the same message to Br igadier  

Mokoena.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And th is  was af ter  you a l ready 

gave h im the inst ruct ion to get  the vehic le going?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes.   Now I  am sending h im where they 

must  go.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I  just  want  to  conf i rm that  
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message as wel l  to  Br igadier  Mokoena ,  and that  would be 

DPM3,  page 16.   I f  you could go to DPM3,  page 16 ?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  am there.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you conf i rm what  we are 

looking at  here?  What  are these screenshots of?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I t  is  the  same message that  I  received 

f rom General  Lebeya.   I  am now forwarding i t  to  Br igadier  

Mokoena.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And th is  would have been 

approximate ly two minutes af te r  you received i t  f rom 10 

General  Lebeya?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    That  is  correct ,  yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   Then i f  we can go back to 

DPM1,  there is  a  fur ther  message that  you are sending to  

General  Lebeya,  which is  on page 9.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Page 9?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  at  15 :55.   At  DPM1.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes,  I  am there.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Page 9.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  am there.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    A f ter  General  Lebeya sends you 

the address,  you send a message to h im?   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you read that  message fo r  us  

and te l l  us why you sent  i t  to  h im?   
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :    I  asked the quest ion :  

“Any contact  number when we get  

there,  General? ”  

There I  was asking i f  he  has got  any contact  person or  a  

number that  we can use so that  the team, when they ar r ive 

there,  because my problem was I  d id  not  know whether  

when they would get  there  the gates  would be c losed.   And 

i f  we do not  have someone to ca l l ,  that  we are now here.   

So that  is  when I  was request ing that  number.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Chai r ,  I  see that  i t  is  1  o 'c lock.   10 

Might  we take the . . .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  2 o 'c lock.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes,  Ms Ncube.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  i f  we 

could star t  wi th  the WhatsApp message that  Chai r  had 

requested f rom General  Mbotho before the adjournment .    

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   We have made arrangements for  

a l l  copies of  i t  to  be made,  and I  would propose that  i t  be 

inc luded in  DM3,  because i t  forms par t  o f  the WhatsApp 

conversat ion between the Genera l  and Br igadier  Mokoena,  

which is  at  DM3 f rom page 16 .   So i f  i t  could be inc luded 
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perhaps as 16.1,  and I  wi l l  have to  f l ight  i t  for  now,  pro ject  

i t  for  Chai r  and everyone to see .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   General ,  can you just  swi tch on 

your microphone and can you conf i rm that  th is  is  the 

WhatsApp conversat ion between you and Br igadier  

Mokoena on the 6 th of  December 2024?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  conf i rm that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Can you read in to the record the  

message that  you received f rom Br igadier  Mokoena a t  15:07 10 

on the 6 t h? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    - :  

 “Good af te rnoon,  General .   Then the 

team wi l l  deploy again for  ATM 

bombing in  Northam th is af te rnoon .   

Then the team went  out  for  the same 

informat ion but  was postponed for  

today.   TOMS inqui ry 03 /12/2024. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :   A lso,  you say th is  is  Br igadier  Mokoena? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO:   Yes.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :   Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Chai r .   Genera l ,  then,  

i f  we can return  to  your statement ,  and in  par t icu la r ,  we 

were at  page 4 and I  th ink you had ,  i f  we can go to  page 3,  

because i t  s ta r ted  on page 3,  paragraph 8.  
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  I  am there .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   This was when you went  back to  

General  Lebeya,  and he then gave you the address which 

you fo rwarded to  Br igadier  Mokoena.   Now,  when d id you 

become aware  where  th is  address is ,  who the  address 

belongs to?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Where  the address was at  that  t ime 

when I  got  the message f rom General  Lebeya,  when I  

forwarded i t  to  Mokoena at  that  t ime.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And d id  you know who l ived at  10 

that  house?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  d id  not  know.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   When d id you become aware of  

the person that  l i ves there?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Dur ing the media br ie f ing of  General  

Mkhwanazi .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And that  would have been on the 

6 t h  o f  Ju ly 2025.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   So at  the t ime you d id not  know.  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Not  at  that  t ime,  yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And d id you know Mr  Kat iso 

Molefe  at  that  t ime? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  s t i l l  do not  know him now.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay.   Then i f  we can cont inue,  
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you say at  the end of  paragraph 8,  you do not  know where 

General  Lebeya got  the address,  and that  was the quest ion 

that  the Chai r  had asked you ear l ie r .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And you say you d id not  ask h im.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  conf i rm that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   You a lso  ment ioned asking about 

the contact  deta i l s  which we  have looked at .   What  was the  

General  Lebeya 's response to the request  for  contact  

deta i ls?  10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   He d id not  respond to that  request .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Did you make any fo l low-ups wi th  

h im? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  d id  not ,  because immediate ly,  

maybe short l y  thereaf ter ,  I  s ta r ted receiv ing messages f rom 

Mokoena that  seemed to ind icate  that  i t  was a  leg i t imate  

pol ice operat ion.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay,  we wi l l  get  to  tha t  point .   

Now,  i f  we can go to the WhatsApp messages between you 

and Br igadier  Mokoena.  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Where would I  f ind that?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   That  is  DPM3.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   DPM3.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Page 16.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight ,  I  am there.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Where we have the address.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And there  is  a lso a message there 

wi th the deta i l s  of  a  Audi .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Did you send th is  message to 

Br igadier  Mokoena? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  received  the image f rom him.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   You received that  image f rom 

him? 10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Do you know why he sent  you that  

image? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  do not  know.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Have you inqui red wi th h im for  

purposes of  your  ev idence today as  to why he sent  you 

that?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  d id  not ,  but  I  just  assumed that  

maybe he was ind icat ing to me that  the vehic les  at  the 

address are not  s tate vehic les,  are pr ivate ly owned,  20 

because the vehic le that  he had sent  to  me d id not  belong 

to the pol ice .   That  is  what  I  assumed he was saying.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Are you saying the vehic le that  

was at  the address  …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  at  the Ga-Rankuwa address.    
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And what  made you th ink that  th is  

vehic le 's  deta i l s  had anyth ing to do wi th the address in  

Sandton? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Because that  is  what  we were 

communicat ing about  at  that  t ime.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay.   And he sends th is  at  16 :25.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   A t  th is  stage,  d id you th ink that  

the team that  he had sent  out  had ar r ived there?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  thought  so .   I  thought  so .  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   So …[ intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  thought  now that  team has ar r ived,  

these is  what ,  the vehic les they are f ind ing,  and they are  

report ing back that  th is  is  what  they are f ind ing at  the  

scene.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay.   The next  message that  he  

sent  …[intervene] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Sorry,  before you do that .   General ,  why 

would he send you the deta i l s  of  a  pr ivate ly owned vehic le 

at  a  scene where you have sent ,  where they have been sent  20 

to go and check i f  th is  is  a leg i t imate or  a bogus operat ion ?  

I t ,  I  am sorry,  I  do not  understand why he would send you 

that  and you do not  ask why are you sending me th is .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .   When we sent  h im there,  at  

the back of  our  m ind,  my mind at  least ,  was that  the people 
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are not  pol i ce .   And when he sends me th is  now,  and the  

vehic les that  are in  my head at  the address do not  be long to 

the pol ice,  i t  is  now conf i rming at  least  that  I  am wai t ing for  

them to ca l l  now so that  we can hear i f  th is  vehic le i s  the  

vehic le that  i s  used by the  people who are pretending to be  

Hawks.   That  was my understanding.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   But  General ,  where does he say that  

the vehic le i s  at  the address ?  I  do not  see that  in  the 

WhatsApp.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  no,  no,  there is  no,  he d id not  send 10 

th is  wi th a cover ing message .   He just  send the p icture .   

Now I  am looking  at  the p ictu re ,  I  am th ink ing maybe th is  is  

the vehic le that  is  at  the address .   This i s  an assumpt ion ,  

because I  am th ink ing that  vehic le that  he would have found 

around Johannesburg  has ar r ived at  the scene,  hence he is  

sending th is ,  o therwise,  I  would not  understand why he 

would be sending i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   So was your  inst ruct ion to h im that  he 

must  f ind a vehic le in  Johannesburg to go to the address?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.   Ja,  that  was my inst ruct ion when I  20 

said I  want  the vehic le in  the v ic in i t y  of  something,  not  

necessar i ly  in  Sandton,  but  in  the greater  Johannesburg .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   And maybe you  wi l l  get  to  i t  la ter .   

When d id you subsequent ly  become aware that  the people  

he sent  to  the address were not  in  Johannesburg ,  but  came 
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f rom Pretor ia  North and Mo gale Ci ty?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Dur ing my in teract ion w i th the 

Commission .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Wi th  the Commission ,  th is  

Commission? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :   Are you saying that  you thought  th is  

deta i led,  the deta i ls  of  th is  vehic le or  th is  vehic le  whose 

deta i ls  he sends to you ,  you thought  i t  is  the vehic le that  he 

sent  to  go and inspect  what  is  happening? 10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  d id  not  th ink th is  is  the  vehic le 

that  he sent ,  but  I  thought  th is  is  a  vehic le that ,  the vehic le 

that  he sent  has found at  the address ,  not  that  i t  is  the 

vehic le that  the pol ice  -  th is  would  have been my car ,  so i t  

would not  have been a Ga-Rankuwa address.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   But  you d id not  ask who,  what  is  th is  

vehic le ,  who does i t  be long to?  Remember,  they have been 

sent  to  go and check whether  these are bogus Hawks 

members.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :   You get  the deta i l s  of  a  vehic le  

…[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Noth ing,  i t  i s  not  accompanied by a 

message at  a l l .   
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Right .   

ADV BALOYI SC :   You do not  ask,  why are you,  who is  th is ,  

whose car  is  th is?  You do not  ask that  quest ion ,  which to  

me appears to  be  the next  reasonable quest ion to ask,  why 

are you sending me th is?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   What  I  was expect ing to happen was 

that  they are now at  the address so that  we could speak to  

them, so that  they can br ie f  us .   Maybe then that  would  

have come to make sense,  would have star t  to  make sense .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Okay.  10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   But  at  the t ime when I  received i t ,  you 

wi l l  see I  would not  have responded to i t ,  because I  would  

not  have understood the context .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   And up to today,  you do not  understand 

why he sent  you th is?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :    No,  even more  so now,  that  when I  was 

in teract ing wi th the Commission ,  the vehic les that  the  

Commission  seems to th ink were at  that  p lace d id  not  

inc lude th is  car .    

ADV BALOYI SC :   Yes.  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   So more confusing now than i t  would  

have been at  the t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   So Br igadier  Mokoena would real l y  be  

the person to expla in why he became interested in  th is  

vehic le and why he thought  you would be in terested in  i t .    
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Indeed.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   He is  the person that  must  p rovide that  

explanat ion.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Indeed,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   General ,  I  just  want  to  c lar i fy  your  

answer regard ing  what  you understood th is  screenshot  to  

mean when you received i t .   In  your  statement  in  addressing 

the next  message,  which says 17 k i los towards,  you say 

that  you understood th is  to  mean that  the vehic le  that  he  10 

had sent  was 17 k i lomet res f rom the address.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Now tha t  is  not  consistent  wi th  

saying I  thought  that  the vehic le that  had been sent  was at  

the address and the team was now sending th is  because the 

message at  16 :40 is  that  the vehic le is  s t i l l  17 k i los away 

and that  is  how you understood i t .   So do you just  want  to  

c la r i fy  that  fo r  us?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Right .   That  would have been my 

th ink ing at  16 :25,  because there is  a gap between 16 :25 20 

and the 17 k i los .   Now,  when he sends the 17 k i los,  which is  

15 minutes la ter ,  then i t  is  more confusing.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And you then do not  seek to 

c la r i fy  that  confus ion wi th h im ?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  but  remember we were at  the  
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ceremony.   So when we get  a break,  o r  there is  a hold of  

some k ind,  or ,  then I  was going to speak to Mokoena to say,  

Mokoena,  what  is  happening here?  But  before that  

happens,  before we get  a break f rom the funct ion,  I  then get  

a conf i rmat ion that  everyth ing is  in  order  there ,  the pol ice 

are involved .   But  that  was before  the break where  I  could 

have spoken to Mokoena fo r  h im to  c la r i fy  th is .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay,  and then at ,  i f  you go to the 

next  page,  which  is  page 17,  he then appears to  send that  

screenshot  again to  you wi th the Audi .  10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Do you know why he would have 

repeated i t?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  do not  know why he is  repeat ing 

i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay.   So you say the next  

message you get  f rom him is  that  i t  is  a  legal  operat ion .   

Can you go to page 18 .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  I  am there .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And th is  is  at  16 :58.  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Now,  when you get  th is  

in format ion,  d id you communicate i t  to  General  Lebeya? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  not  at  th is  stage .   I  communicated 

af ter  I  asked h im a quest ion .   Remember when I  sent  h im, 
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there were two th ings that  we were in terested in .   F i rs t ly ,  

was i t ,  is  i t  a  leg i t imate pol ice operat ion ?  And the answer I  

had got ten a l ready at  16 :58 that  indeed i t  is .   Then I  was 

asking now,  d id anyone te l l  you why,  who said you were 

sent  there by Lebeya?  And then when I  eventual ly  respond 

to General  Lebeya,  I  wi l l  be responding to both,  to  say i t  is  

a  leg i t imate pol ice operat ion and that  the leader there is ,  

Capta in Wanda,  has  conf i rmed that  he never ment ioned the  

name of  General  Lebeya.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay.   Now,  you just  sa id  ear l ie r  10 

on that  you were in terested in  two th ings ,  was i t  a  

leg i t imate pol ice  operat ion .   I  th ink la ter  on in  your  

statement  when we get  to  i t ,  but  maybe now is  the  t ime to 

deal  wi th  i t ,  you draw a d ist inct ion between the inst ruct ion 

that  you had g iven Br igadier  Mokoena,  and what  you heard  

dur ing the Commission 's process was the inst ruct ion that  

Br igadier  Mokoena gave to h is  team.  Can you expla in that  

d is t inct ion,  but  a lso then reference why you have now 

referred to i t  as  your inqui ry was whether  there  was a 

leg i t imate pol ice operat ion.  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  Commissioners,  my inst ruct ion to  

h im was in  re lat ion to whether  the  human beings that  were  

on the door,  were they real  po l ice  or  not  real  po l i ce,  r ight ,  

because someone has gone there,  sa id i t  is  f rom the Hawks,  

and the Hawks has conf i rmed they do not  have an 
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operat ion .   Two,  was i f  they were pol ice,  they fur ther  stated  

that  they were sent  by General  Lebeya.   So I  wanted to f ind 

out ,  d id  those members who were there state that  they were  

sent  by Lebeya.    

But  the snippets  that  I  had of  the Commission ,  i t  

appeared as i f  a t  some poin t  Mokoena wou ld have 

understood me to  be saying,  ver i f y  whether  the operat ion is  

leg i t imate  and that  was not  the in terest  that  I  ha d.   But  

when I  hear other  wi tnesses as  wel l ,  they seem to be 

want ing to conf i rm whether  they are pol ice or  not .    10 

So I  do not  know whether  i t  is  only Mokoena that  

was th ink ing of  the ver i f icat ion of  the leg i t imacy of  the 

operat ion ,  because when I  hear other  wi tnesses,  those that  

he tasked,  they seem to have understood i t  correct ly  that  

they wanted to ver i f y  whether  these of f i cers involved were 

real ,  leg i t imate pol ice of f icers .   So that  is  what  I  was just  

t ry ing to ind icate.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And why is  that  d is t inct ion  

important?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Because to ver i fy  i f  the person is  a 20 

pol ice of f icer  or  not ,  a l l  you need is  for  h im to produce h is  

appointment  cer t i f icate .   But  to  ver i f y  i f  h is  operat ion is  

leg i t imate or  not ,  now you need to check whether  there is  a  

va l id  search warrant  or  va l id  war rant  of  a rrest .   Whereas i t  

was not  of  in teres t  to  me whether  they have got  a J51 or  50,  
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the warrant  of  a r rest  or  s earch warrant .   Of  impor tance to  

me was whether  they are genuine pol ice  and as soon as 

they send a message that  conf i rms that  these are genuine 

pol ice,  my mission is  f in ished.  

CHAIRPERSON :   But  unless I  am mistaken,  I  th ink maybe 

about  3,  4  minutes back  …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :   You yoursel f  sa id  that  you wanted them to  

ver i fy  i f  the operat ion was leg i t imate .   I  thought  you used 

that  …[intervenes] .  10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I f  I  sa id that ,  I  would have been wrong ,  

because what  I  tasked them to do  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes.   Where I  am get t ing wi th that  is ,  is  i t  

perhaps not  pedant ic  of  you to want  to  make a d ist inct ion  

between ver i f y  whether  the people were pol ice of f icers or  

whether  the operat ion was leg i t imate .   I  am saying that  

because i t  may wel l  be that  they too d id not  necessar i l y  

seek to draw a d ist inct ion between the two .   So that  is  why I  

am saying maybe you are being pedant ic .   What  is  your  

comment  on that ?  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Unless I  am wrong,  unless I  am wrong that  

a few minutes back you yoursel f  sa id you had sent  them 

there to ver i fy  i f  the operat ion was leg i t imate.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   You are  correct ,  Chai r .   That  i s  
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why I  asked General  Mbotho,  he  says,  he said to  ver i fy  

whether  i t  was a leg i t imate pol ice operat ion  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Exact ly .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And that  is  why I  wanted h im to 

c la r i fy  the ,  make the d ist inct ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Exact ly ,  General .   So are you not  

perhaps being pedant ic?  You yoursel f  use the language 

that  they used,  but  you f ind faul t  wi th  them i f  they use that  

language,  the language that  you yoursel f  a lso used.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .   Commissioners,  maybe i t  is  10 

important  that  I  g ive the  background to th is ,  w i th  what  

necessi ta ted our  in terest  in  i t .   The problems that  we were 

having when I  ar r ived in  October was that  we had a large 

number of  cases that  were reported of  people pretending to 

be the pol ice .   So the in terest  that  I  would have had is  

whether  those people are not  some of  the people that  have 

generated more than 30 cases .    

So that  would have been the in terest .   So fo r  us to ,  

for  th is  ver i f icat ion to assist  us,  i t  would have been i f  we 

ver i f ied whether  these are pol ice or  not  pol i ce .   So i f  I  have 20 

used a wrong at tempt  to  say ver i fy  the operat ion,  then i t  wi l l  

miss the purpose ,  because the purpose is  to  ver i f y  i f  th is  is  

not  one of  those people that  is  generat ing cases .    

So I  could have used the wrong word,  but  then that  

would have been the s l ip  of  the tongue.   The correc t  one is  
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to  ver i f y  i f  th is  i s  a genuine pol ice,  so that  i f  i t  is  not ,  i t  wi l l  

ass ist  in  so lv ing these 30 cases that  we have.  

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes,  you have g iven us examples of  

those.   I  th ink they tota l  33  in  DPM2.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO:  Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Chai r .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Sorry,  Commissioner ,  in  that  context ,  

the leg i t imacy of  that  operat ion would not  assist ed us in  

addressing the chal lenge that  we  are having.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Is  i t  possib le that  when you gave 

the inst ruct ion to Br igadier  Mokoena on the 6 t h  o f  December  

2024 that  you d id not  make th is  d is t inct ion that  you are  

making now and he may have misunderstood the extent  of  

the inqui ry?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  would have thought  so,  

Commissioners,  i f  i t  was  not  because I  see the  other  

wi tnesses unders tood i t  in  the correct  context .   So I t  would  

not  have been possib le fo r  those o ther  wi tnesses down the  

chain to  have got ten the in i t ia l  vers ion had i t  not  been 20 

conveyed so by  Mokoena,  because the only conduct  

between what  I  sa id and what  they thought  they were going 

to do was Mokoena.   So I  am assuming that  Mokoena must  

have g iven them the correct  vers ion ,  o therwise,  why would 

they th ink so on thei r  own?  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And here you are  refer r ing to 

Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   And Kruger.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  Capta in Kruger,  yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  General .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  ask a quest ion?  Just  out  of  

in terest ,  General ,  do you know General  Khumalo ,  who is  

referred to in  page 18?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  know him very  wel l .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Did you know him on 6 December 

2024? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  have known h im for  a whi le .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   So you could p ick up a phone and ask 

h im,  do you have an operat ion  in  Sandhurst ?  Then he 

would have solved your problem.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Indeed,  indeed.   That  is  why I  am 

saying,  as soon as I  got  the message at  16 :58,  I  had no 

fur ther  in te rest .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   No,  but  20 minutes la ter .  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   You have in terest  because you now 

want  to  know who said they were sent  by General  Lebeya.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  yes,  that  i s  correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   And 20 minutes la ter ,  i f  I  am not  
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mistaken,  you then ins ist  on a response ,  so you want  to 

know …[intervenes] .   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Indeed.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   B r igadier ,  who said  they were  sent  by  

General  Lebeya.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Cor rect .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Which means you want  the  Hawks 

people who are there to in te rrogate  the people at  Sandhurst  

so  that  they can f ind out  who said they were sent  by  

General  Lebeya.  10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r igh t .   That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner .   Commissioner,  these quest ions I  thought  i t  

is  what  they wou ld have asked .   So I  was checking wi th  

Mokoena i f  in  the response that  they have a l ready g iven 

h im,  d id they ment ion who said  he has been sent  by  

General  Lebeya i f  they are General  Khumalo 's  people .   But  

General  Khumalo  would not  have been able to  answer that .    

So I  thought  when these col leagues come there,  

they wi l l  f ind out  who  is  in  charge .   Now they know that  i t  is  

Colonel  Khumalo  in  charge.   Then I  thought  they wi l l  ask,  20 

d id any one of  you said they came f rom the Hawks or  you 

were sent  by General  Lebeya?  So when I  am asking th is ,  I  

am asking on the  feedback that  Mokoena has received,  i f  in 

the feedback,  d id he receive a response to that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :   No,  but  you are saying ,  Br igadier ,  
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establ ished fo r  me who said that  he was sent  by General  

Lebeya? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Correct ,  but  that  is  immediate ly when 

he is  sending,  look at  the t imel ine,  16 :58,  he is  saying 

Khumalo  is  in  charge .   And then I  am sending h im a  

message back at  17 :04,  s ix  minutes la te r .   I  am assuming 

that  they are st i l l  together  where  they are,  to  establ ish i f  

there is  anyone who  has got ,  who in formed the  owners of  

the premises i f  they were sent  by General  Lebeya.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   But  th is  is  where your statement  does 10 

not  make sense to me .   You said ear l ie r  that  you just  

wanted a car  to  go there and scan the area .   Now,  scanning 

the area is  d i f fe rent  f rom saying you now want  the people 

who are there to be in terrogated so that  they can say who 

said they were sent  by General  Lebeya.   That  is  the par t  I  

do not  understand.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .   Commissioner,  le t  me move 

s lowly .   The f i rs t  por t ion is  when I  d id not  know that  the  

pol ice are real  o r  not .   Because we only sent  two vehic les,  

we d id not  expect  that  vehic les to  go in to the premises .   So 20 

the f i rs t  vehic le ,  my expectat ion was that  i t  wi l l  scan and 

then report  to  us to  decide what  do we do next .   But  i t  

appears now that  process has passed because they have  

gone to a point  where  they now conf i rm i t  i s  the pol ice  and 

Colonel  Khumalo  is  in  charge .   Now,  s ince they are now 
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saying that ,  that  means they are  no longer just  scanning 

and moving in .   They have conf i rmed now that  th is  i s  a real  

po l i ce operat ion .   We are now comfor table wi th each other .   

We are pol ice .    

Now,  I  want  to  know now because the people who,  

the in i t ia l  in fo rmat ion that  we received was saying there are  

people here who said they are  f rom the Hawks and they say 

they are  sent  by General  Lebeya.   Now,  I  am saying s ince 

now Khumalo  is  there,  they are wi th h im .   He says he is  in  

charge.   Can you te l l  us now who said he has been sent  by  10 

General  Lebeya so that  we could have an,  by the t ime I  g ive  

feedback to General  Lebeya,  I  should be able to  say i t  i s  a  

leg i t imate pol ice operat ion and the  response is  that  no one 

ment ioned your name,  meaning whoever would have said to  

General  Lebeya that  they were sent  by the Hawks would 

have been mis leading you .   That  is  the feedback I  wanted to  

g ive.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   You say you wanted to establ ish whether  

i t  is  a  bogus operat ion or  not .  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  a l l .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   And you have expla ined that  once they 

have ver i f ied,  tha t  is  the end of  the task that  you have sent  

them to do.   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Ja.   
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ADV BALOYI SC :   Why are you asking that  quest ion when 

you have now been to ld i t  is  a  leg i t  operat ion?  You have 

been to ld L ieutenant  General  Khumalo  is  in  charge .   You 

can speak to General  Khumalo  and ra ise whatever concerns 

you have.   Why are you asking that  quest ion about  who said 

they were sent  by  General  Lebeya? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Thanks,  Commissioner .   Because I  just  

needed a conf i rmat ion f rom them that  they d id not  say that ,  

so  that  I  can convey that  same message  wi th the General  

who has spoken to Khumalo  or  whoever i t  i s ,  I  th ink i t  was 10 

Wanda who said ,  but  we  had never ment ioned General  

Lebeya 's name,  so that  when I  g ive  the in format ion back,  by 

that  t ime we are  re laxed now,  because we a l ready know 

now i t  i s  the pol ice  now.   So these are my col leagues .   So 

we need just  a  conf i rmat ion f rom them , d id you say you 

were sent  by Lebeya.   So the most  important  par t  was 

whether  th is  was a pol ice operat ion or  not .   But  once we  

have now determined that  i t  is  a  po l ice operat ion,  we are no 

longer under pressure now .   So i t  is  my col leagues,  

co l leagues,  but  who said you were  sent  by Lebeya,  so that  20 

we can g ive General  Lebeya that  feedback,  they said,  but  

those people never ment ioned your name there .   That  was 

the purpose.    

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Just  a fo l low-up quest ion .   When d id  
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you become aware ,  because you say by 17 :04 you are 

re laxed because you now know that  I t  is  the pol ice at  the  

Sandhurst  address?  When d id you become aware that  50 

minutes la ter ,  the Hawks team that  was sent  to  the 

Sandhurst  address was st i l l  there ,  because at  17 :54,  they 

were st i l l  a t  the Sandhurst  address,  50 minutes af ter  you 

became comfor table that  th is  is  a  pol ice operat ion.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Now I  d id not  fo l low fur ther  as to  

whether  the col leagues are there .   But  for  me,  I  never had 

any fur ther  st ress about  th is  mat ter  now,  because now I  10 

know th is  is  a genuine pol ice operat ion .   So I  am re laxed 

now,  I  am not  wor r ied about  i t .   So I  would not  have 

fo l lowed up to f ind out  what  t ime they le f t ,  yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Having heard the evidence in  th is  

Commission ,  a re you not  bothered that  50 minutes a f ter  you 

became comfor table that  th is  is  a pol ice operat ion ,  your  

Hawks members  were st i l l  a t  the  Sandhurst  address whi le  a 

pol ice operat ion was going on .   Does that  not  concern you 

now? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I t  d id .   I t  d id  because I  could,  maybe I  20 

would have,  I  should use the word,  I  do not  understand why 

they were st i l l  there .   I  am not  real l y  worr ied ,  because there  

could be a reason that  they possib ly  have that  I  do not  

know,  because as far  as I  am concerned,  af te r  16 :58 or  

17:04,  they would have been done wi th the miss ion that  
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they were sent  there to do .    

But  i f  they are  st i l l  there,  I  would,  i t  is  just  that  by  

that  t ime,  I  became aware i t  was dur ing when they are 

supposed to be test i f y ing in  the Commission  and I  d id  not  

want  to  in te r fe re wi th that  process ,  hence,  I  have not  found 

out  f rom them because there is  a lo t  o f  o ther  th ings that  I  

would have been concerned about  that  I  h eard  in  the  

Commission ,  but  I  would not  want  to  engage them unt i l  they 

f ina l i ze the g iv ing  of  ev idence in  the Commission .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   So you d id not  want  to  in ter fere wi th 10 

the work of  the Commission? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   General ,  you say that  af ter  they to ld you 

that  i t  is  a  leg i t imate operat ion at  16 :58,  you re laxed .   But  

when you look at  page 18 and 19,  these texts ,  a t  17:41,  you 

are st i l l  ask ing for  a response on who ment ioned General  

Lebeya and you ask that  even af ter  you are g iven the 

te lephone number of  Capta in Wanda,  who is  in  charge of  

the operat ion .   So there is  a good near ly  30 minutes when 20 

you,  in  fact ,  a re in terested in  who ment ioned General  

Lebeya when you have long been to ld th is  i s  a leg i t imate  

operat ion.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Sorry,  Commissioner Baloyi ,  that  

is  not  a message f rom the General ,  i t  is  f rom Br igadier  
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Mokoena.   His message is  sent  at  17 :18,  which says,  any 

response to th is?  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Oh,  I  apologize.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And then in  response  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Okay,  I  apologize .   You can d isregard my 

quest ion.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Thank you,  the Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   So maybe i f  we can just  s tay wi th  

that  WhatsApp messages at  page 19 .   You have expla ined 10 

that  you are  ask ing who said that  General  Lebeya sent  

them, and then you,  at  17 :18,  ask  for  any response to th is .   

A  response comes back at  17 :21,  which just  ment ions 

Capta in Wanda and J51 operat ion .   Had you asked for  any 

in format ion about  the operat ion tha t  is  being undertaken? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Just  repeat  that?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   I f  you see the response f rom 

Br igadier  Mokoena …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Page 19?  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Yes,  page 19 of  the text  20 

…[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Ja.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Where i t  says,  “Gen,  the members  

in  charge ” ,  do you see that?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Of  the team at  the address is  

Capta in Wanda,  and then a te lephone number is  provided,  

J51 operat ion.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Had you asked fo r  in format ion  

about  what  operat ion was tak ing p lace?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  am not  in terested in  i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay,  so the response that  you 

are in terested in  is  the one that  comes at  17 :41.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And can you just  te l l  us what  that  

response was?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  spoke wi th Capta in Wanda on a  v ideo 

cal l  and conf i rmed J51 operat ion,  but  deny ment ion ing 

General  Lebeya 's  name,  Gen.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And th is  i s  Br igadier  Mokoena now 

conf i rming that  he  spoke on the v ideo cal l .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Is  there any fur ther  

communicat ion between you and Br igadier  Mokoena af ter  20 

17:41 on that  day that  you have not  shared wi th us?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  do not  th ink there was any fur ther  

in format ion ,  because th is  i s  the message now that  I  

forwarded to General  Lebeya to in form him,  because for  me,  

th is  response is  now complete.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And i f  we look at  your  response to  

General  Lebeya on page 9  …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   I f  you can go to page 9  of  the  

bundle,  DPM1.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   You only  forward to h im the 

message that  references h is  name .   You do not  fo rward the 

ear l ie r  message as wel l .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  no.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Why is  that?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Because that  is  the issue that  he has 

ra ised wi th me.   He has ra ised two issues ,  say there are 

people that  say they are Hawks members .   To that  quest ion,  

I  have a l ready expla ined to h im before I  d ispatched the  

vehic le that  we conf i rmed that  our  components are not  

having an operat ion .   Now I  am giv ing h im a feedback to 

say,  we have establ ished that  i t  is  a  genuine operat ion by 

the pol ice .   Capta in Wanda is  in  charge there ,  but  he  denies  

ever  ment ion ing your name there .   And for  us,  for  me at  20 

least ,  that  has answered these two concerns.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And af te r  your  message f rom ,  that  

you fo rwarded f rom Br igadier  Mokoena,  General  Lebeya 

responds much la ter  that  evening.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 145  o f  198  

 

 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Was there any communicat ion 

between the two of  you between 17 :3 and 21:5 regard ing 

th is  i ssue?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No.   No,  there was not .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And h is response to you is ,  can 

you te l l  us what  i t  is?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  usual ly  assume that  emoj i  to  be  

meaning thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And then was there any fur ther  

communicat ion between you and Br igadier  Mokoena,  af ter  10 

he to ld you,  he sent  h is  response to you,  which you have 

a l ready conf i rmed,  there was noth ing af te r  17 :41.   I  just  

want  to  make sure.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  yes,  that  was the last  th ing that  

was of  importance to me about  th is  whole th ing .   When he 

reports that  i t  is  a  pol ice operat ion,  Wanda never ment ioned 

a name of  General  Lebeya,  that  ends our  in te rest  in  the  

mat ter .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  General .   I f  we can go 

to page 6 of  your  statement .   20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   6 .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   I t  is ,  the heading re lates to an  

a l legat ion f rom a person on the scene .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And i f  I  can just  g ive context  to  
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why you deal  wi th  th is  in  your  statement .   Dur ing 

preparat ion of  your  statement ,  you were made aware by the  

Commissioner 's  Evidence Leaders that  there was an 

a l legat ion by another  wi tness at  the t ime ,  h is  ident i ty  was 

not  d isc losed to you,  and you now know that  i t  is  Warrant  

Of f icer  Nkosi ,  because he gave that  ev idence,  that  when he 

was at  the scene,  a gent leman approached h im by the name 

of  Mr  Mthethwa who said that  he was the person tha t  ca l led 

Pat r ick,  and Pat r ick was ident i f ied  by that  Mr Mthethwa as 

being General  Mbotho,  which is  you .    10 

 You were asked whether ,  in  l ight  of  that  in fo rmat ion,  

you st i l l  wanted to proceed to g ive  your ev idence before the 

Commission  or  consider  your  posi t ion insofar  as th is  may 

impl icate you,  and you have e lected to cont inue to g ive your  

ev idence as you have now done,  but  you wanted to dea l  

wi th  th is  a l legat ion in  your  statement  and your ev idence .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Ja.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   I f  you can deal  wi th  i t  now,  and 

you have seen the photograph,  but  I  am going to pro jected 

again,  and you can f ind i t  a t  the sect ion that  is  Sect ion 3,  20 

BK5.   I t  should be the f i rs t  photograph that  you see at  BK5 .  

Can you address th is  a l legat ion,  p lease?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  d id  not  

receive any cal l  f rom a person cal led  Mthethwa and the 

person d isp layed on the p icture,  the re I  have never seen 
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h im.   I  do not  know that  person .   But  i f  he had cal led me,  I  

would have appreciated that  ca l l ,  because i f  he d id,  i t  would  

have g iven me more in format ion than I  would have g iven to  

Abu Mokoena to operate .    

For  example,  f rom the t ime Mokoena 's team lef t  

unt i l  they arr ived there,  I  do not  even know how they 

managed to get  in  because I  had not  g iven them suf f ic ient  

in format ion .   They had no contact  number of  the person that  

would have been there .   So i f  th is  person was te l l ing the  

t ruth that  he cal led me,  I  was not  going to request  that  10 

in format ion,  the address to st ar te rs ,  for  s ta r te rs .   I  was not  

going to request  that  f rom General  L ebeya,  because I  would 

have a l ready been having i t .    

But  I f  th is  person cal led me,  how General  Lebeya  

would know that  someone who cal led me,  the address that  I  

must  send the people to ,  i s  th is  speci f i c  address ,  because 

General  Lebeya would not  have known of  a ca l l  that  I  am 

having wi th th is  person .   But  the address that  I  got  and the 

address to  which  Mokoena 's  peop le went ,  i s  the address 

that  o r ig inates f rom General  Lebeya.    20 

At  some point ,  I  am asking General  Lebeya for  the  

contact  numbers .   But  i f  I  a l ready had contact  numbers f rom 

th is  gent leman,  there is  no more purpose for  me to ask fo r 

the numbers f rom General  Lebeya because I  am al ready 

having the numbers .   So,  and a lso  the issue that  I  thought  
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was ment ioned that  the purpose was to establ ish whether  

there was a warrant  of  a rrest  or  search warrant  there ,  but  

that  message,  i f  that  is  the dr iv ing message that  in i t ia tes 

us,  does not  get  conveyed to the  actual  people who are  

going to respond ,  because none of  them responded wi th an  

understanding tha t  they are looking  for  those .    

So i t  would have been very d i f f icu l t  for  th is  vers ion  

to be cor rect ,  because i t  would  requi re General  Lebeya  

somehow to know what  communicat ions I  have had and to 

g ive me the exact  address that  th is  Mthethwa is  at ,  but  get  10 

i t  f rom General  Lebeya,  who was not  par t  o f  the 

conversat ion .   That  was the par t ,  Commissioners,  I  wanted 

to ra ise.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   I s  i t  possib le that  af ter  you had 

spoken to Genera l  Lebeya th is  person,  Mthethwa,  contacted 

you and gave you these deta i l s ,  that  i s  why you never  

fo l lowed up wi th General  Lebeya as regards the deta i l s  of  

the person that  wi l l  meet  when they get  to  Sandhurst?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  Commissioner,  but  i f  I  had got ten 

that ,  i t  is  helpfu l  in format ion .   I  should pass i t  to  Mokoena,  20 

because i t  does  not  assist  i f  i t  is  wi th  me .   The only t ime 

that  i t  becomes usefu l  is  when i t  l ands to Mokoena .   So i f  

that  was the vers ion,  Commissioner,  that  would be helpfu l ,  

because then I  wi l l  pass i t  to  Mokoena so that  the team now 

has the contact  passing.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :   So other  than the WhatsApp ’s that  we 

see,  d id you have cal l s  wi th  Mokoena between 4  and 5  

o’c lock on the day in  quest ion ?  So was there te lephone 

cal l s  other  than the WhatsApp messages?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Between 4 and 5?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Yes,  on the 6 t h  o f  December 2024.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I f  there was a ca l l ,  i t  should be before  

that .   I t  should be at  the t ime when I  am looking for  them to  

ver i fy  i f  they have got  an operat ion .   That  is  where  the cal l  

should be at .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   My quest ion is  more speci f ic .   

Between 4 and 5,  were there any phone cal ls  between you 

and Br igadier  Mokoena? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A i ,  I  do not  remember ,  hey.   And a cal l  

a f ter  that  t ime,  because at  that  t ime we were exchanging 

WhatsApp ’s.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Yes.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   So I  do not  remember that  there would  

be a ca l l ,  a  physica l  ca l l .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Because th is  is  the sor t  o f  in format ion  20 

that  could have been shared dur ing a phone cal l ,  even i f  we 

cannot  see i t  in  any WhatsApp.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   But  I  would have thought  that  i f  there  

was a ca l l ,  i t  would be on a  WhatsApp cal l ,  so the 

WhatsApp would  have ref lected that ,  the WhatsApp 
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communicat ion,  because we have not  deleted anyth ing up to  

so far .   So that  would be d isp layed i f  that  was.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Because i t  wor r ies me that  General  

Pat r ick Dumisani  Mbotho is  the  person who sends the  

Hawks to th is  address in  Sandhurst  and then there is  a  

person,  a cer ta in  Mr Mthethwa,  at  the same address who 

says,  I  ca l l ed Pat r ick .   Now,  in  th is  scene,  the only  Pat r ick  

that  we have heard of  is  you .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Cor rect .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   There is  no other  Pat r ick that  we have 10 

heard of .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .   But  Commissioners,  th is  

should not  be a  very d i f f icu l t  par t  for  the Commission  

invest igators to  establ ish i f  was thei r  ca l l  that  I  had 

received.   My handset  is  here .   We can subpoena the 

Vodacom.  There  is  so many ways you can prove whether  I  

am te l l ing the t ruth or  not .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   And is  that  the only ce l l  phone you 

were using on the  day?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  on ly have one cel lphone.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   No,  no,  on the  day,  not  now.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  yes,  on  the day.   St i l l  the same 

number .   I  have had i t  for  more than 15 years.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Is  i t  a  serv ice cel lphone or  a  pr ivate  

ce l lphone?  
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Indeed,  i t  is  a  serv ice  cel lphone.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   You d id not  have a pr ivate ce l lphone 

on that  day? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  do not .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   A l l  r ight .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Ja.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   I  am only asking these quest ions,  

General ,  because I  want  to ,  you know,  deal  wi th  the topic  

we are deal ing wi th  that  …[ intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Indeed.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   There is  a pr ivate person who says 

they cal led you.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   And we just  want  to  get  c lar i t y  on that .   

Thanks.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Okay.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :   I f  I  may.   I  th ink  adding to that ,  General ,  

there is  the d i f f icu l ty  of  the improbabi l i t y  of  a  member of  the  

publ ic  who is  s tanding wi tnessing a pol ice opera t ion and 20 

then approaching a member  of  the Hawks to say,  I  have 

cal led Pat r ick .   And I  must  say,  un t i l  I  read your sta tement ,  

I  d id  not  know tha t  your  name is  Pat r ick .    

But  th is  person says to a member  of  the Hawks,  I  

have cal led Pat r ick,  but  in  fact ,  on the evidence that  we 
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have,  Mokoena spoke to Capta in Wanda on that  person 's 

phone,  on Mr Mthethwa 's phone.   That  i s  who Mokoena 

spoke to  on,  I  mean,  th rough,  he spoke th rough Mthethwa 

on,  wi th  Wanda.    

And i t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  understand how th is  Pat r ick,  I  

mean,  rather  th is  Mthethwa would not  have had the  k ind of  

connect ion that  he has c la imed to one of  your  people .   And 

even i f  you heard  about  i t  dur ing your engagement  wi th the 

Commission ,  i t  would be a cur ios i t y  to  me at  least  that  you 

have the in format ion about  Mthethwa,  you have h is name,  10 

h is fu l l  names,  you have h is car  de ta i ls ,  you must  therefore 

have h is address and that  you actual ly  do not  invest igate 

who is  th is  person and why would  he say that  he spoke to 

you,  because i t  is  qui te  ser ious tha t  he invoked your  name .   

And i f  you have not  invest igated i t ,  i t  would be a quest ion of  

cur ios i t y .   Do you have any comment  to  that?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  I  do,  Commissioners.   

Commissioners,  le t  us star t  on the day in  quest ion .   What  

would have been the harm i f  I  had received a ca l l  f rom 

Mthethwa?  Why,  what  is  i t  that  would requi re to  deny ,  20 

because I  do not  know who Mthethwa is .   I  have not  even 

heard of  a l legat ions that  are hor r ib le  about  h im .   So I  

cannot  see a mot ivat ion for  denying having received a ca l l  

f rom an ord inary member of  the publ ic .    

Had I  received th is  ca l l ,  i t  would have requi red not  
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denying,  because Mthethwa is  not  one of  those people  

where there is  an  a l legat ion of  wrongdoing or  he has been 

ar rested.   So,  I  have never heard of  Mthethwa,  but  of  

importance is  that  I  have the in terest  indeed,  but  I  could not  

s ta r t  a  para l le l  invest igat ion wi th the Commission .    

The Commission  possib ly  in  my head is  that  th is  

Mthethwa is  going to be one of  the wi tnesses,  bu t  now i t  

cannot  be that  the Commissioner is  busy invest igat ing ,  now,  

we are now running a para l le l  invest igat ion .   For  ours,  i f  we 

want  to  do an invest igat ion,  the  Commission  would be 10 

f in ished wi th the i rs f i rs t ,  then we can invest igate who these 

person is .   But  i f  i t  were to happen now,  para l le l  to  the 

invest igators of  the Commission ,  i t  could have a very wrong 

in terpretat ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Wi thout  saying that  is  your  reason,  that  

would be your reason in  th is  case ,  can I  suggest  th is  

possib le explanat ion why there would be an incent ive to  

deny.   I t  is ,  we now know that  the  person at  that  house is  

Mr Kat iso Molefe  …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Cor rect .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :   Who is  impl icated in  very  ser ious  

…[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l legat ions.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   A l legat ions.   We a lso know,  or  

a l legat ions at  least  have been made,  that  he is  connected 



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 154  o f  198  

 

 

to  pol i ce of f icers,  senior  pol i ce of f icers .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Wi th those a l legat ions,  that  in  i tse l f  

would provide an incent ive to d is tance yoursel f  to  h imsel f ,  

f rom him,  wi thout  saying that  is  what  you are  doing.   I  am 

answer ing your,  you are  asking the  quest ion,  why would you 

deny i t .   Wel l ,  there would be an incent ive to deny i t .    

Sure ly that  i s  a fa i r  p roposi t ion to  make,  that  now 

that  we know what  we know f rom other  wi tnesses or  what 

has been a l leged,  le t  me say that ,  what  has been a l leged by 10 

other  wi tnesses and what  is  in  publ ic  media,  there would be 

an incent ive to d is tance,  for  any senior  pol i ce of f icer ,  in  

fact ,  to  d is tance themselves f rom any associat ion wi th Mr  

Molefe,  and I  wou ld be surpr ised i f  that  was not  the case.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Commissioners,  I  would have agreed 

wi th the Commissioner i f  the Commissioner was saying I  

would have an incent ive to d is tance mysel f  f rom Mr Molefe .   

I  would understand that .   But  to  d is tance mysel f  f rom 

someone that  I  have not  heard of  being associated wi th the 

wrongdoing,  I  might  have a d i f ferent  v iew .   I  am not  saying 20 

the Commissioner 's  v iew is  wrong,  but  I  would not  

understand why I  would want  to  d is tance mysel f  f rom 

someone that  at  th is  moment  I  am not  aware of  wrongdoing 

f rom his par t .   So,  ja ,  so that  is  my response.   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   I  have heard your response .  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you.   General ,  in  fa i rness to 

you,  the in format ion that  your  name was used was 

referenced at  tha t  scene only became avai lab le last  week 

when we were consul t ing wi th Warrant  Of f icer  Nkos i .   You 

had not  been in formed of  that  pr ior  to  that .   But  just  to  

fo l low on what  the Commissioners were saying is  that ,  and I  

would not  put  i t  any h igher than i t  be ing pecul ia r  that  Mr 

Mthethwa was ident i f ied by two people on the scene for  two 

d i f ferent  reasons,  and those two people d id not  in teract  wi th  

each other ,  be ing Warrant  Of f i cer  Nkosi  and Capta in  10 

Wanda.    

Accord ing to Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi ,  he d id not  

engage anybody of  the takedown team, so he would not  

have spoken to Capta in Wanda .   And they both ident i fy  Mr 

Mthethwa.   Capta in Wanda ident i f ies h im as the person 

whose cel lphone was,  who gave h im a cel lphone to speak to  

Br igadier  Mokoena on the other  end,  which suggests that  

Br igadier  Mokoena cer ta in ly  knows Mr Mthethwa.    

And on the other  hand,  i t  is  that  Warrant  Of f icer  

Nkosi  ident i f ies h im as the person that  sa id you,  he had 20 

cal led you.   So I  th ink there is  cer ta in ly  a basis fo r  us to  

engage you on th is  as to  whether  you know the person and 

why now there would be,  i f  you do know him,  why there 

would be an at tempt  to  d is tance yoursel f .    

But  I  accept  what  you say is  that  i f  you d id know 
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the person,  cer ta in in fo rmat ion you would not  have been 

pr ivy to ,  you wou ld have had cer ta in in format ion wh ich you 

were request ing actual ly  f rom General  Lebeya,  wh ich you 

say supports your  vers ion that  you d id not  know him.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  conf i rm that ,  but  a lso maybe to  take i t  

a  point  fu r ther ,  i f  I  had received th is  ca l l ,  I  was going to get  

more in format ion  that  I  would have passed to the team of  

Mokoena,  because they would have needed i t .   I  would have 

g iven them the phone number,  I  would have g iv en them an 

ind icat ion as to  what  to  expect ,  where they are going .   10 

Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   But  would  that  not  associate you wi th 

Mr Kat iso Molefe  and th is  Mr Mthethwa,  who,  accord ing to  

Warrant  Of f icer  Nkosi ,  i s  re lated to  M r Kat iso Molefe?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   But  I  would not  have known that  he is  

re lated.   So I  wou ld have,  i f  he had cal led me,  I  would have 

taken the cal l .   I  would not  have known that ,  remember,  a t  

that  t ime,  I  would not  even have known of  Kat iso Molefe ’s  

ex is tence.   So,  i f  I  had received a  ca l l  f rom Mr Mthethwa,  I  

would have taken up the cal l .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   So,  I  take i t  you deny the a l legat ion  

that  you and Mr Mthethwa are  o ld  bras .  you come f rom way 

back?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  do not  know him.   And not  only that ,  

Mthethwa is  one of  those not  very  common  surnames.   I t  i s  
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not  the surname that  I  can easi ly  forget .   I  was,  as I  was 

prepar ing,  I  was looking at  my phone,  I  could see that  I  

have got  a lo t  o f  Chauke’s and Mokoena’s and Khumalo ’s,  

but  Mthethwa’s are  very rare,  a t  least  in  my space .   So,  I  

would not  forget  that  I  have a f r iend,  h is  name is  Mthethwa,  

because he would  most  probably have been the only one.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Have you had t ime s ince you were 

made aware of  th is  a l legat ion  to run the number p lates that  

we see in  BK5 on page 21? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  would not  do that ,  because that  i s  10 

now in the hands of  the invest igators of  the Commission .   I  

would not  be runn ing anyth ing to do  wi th those numbers.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   No,  no,  not  for  the purposes of  the 

invest igators .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   To sat is fy  yoursel f  that  th is  person 

who dr ives th is  b lack Mercedes -Benz,  I  wi l l  not  ment ion the 

name in the number p late for  obvious reasons .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Right .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :   That  I  have checked th is ,  I  have  20 

checked thei r  in i t ia ls ,  I  have checked thei r  surname,  th is  i s  

not  a person that  I  know.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  def in i te ly  I  would not  do that ,  

Commissioners,  unt i l  the Commission  is  f ina l i zed wi th what  

they are  doing.   I  would not  do i t .   I  would not  want  to  test  
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even the vehic les that  the Commissioner i s  going to be  

test ing those.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   But  your  opportuni ty  to  deny that  you 

know the person is  today.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  but  I  am saying today I  do not  

know the person .   And fo r  me to  say I  do not  know the 

person,  I  do not  requi re the ownership of  h is  vehic les ,  

because I  have been shown a p ictu re ,  I  do not  know the  

person.   And a lso ,  as I  have said,  my phone number  or  my,  

anyth ing on my phone is  avai lab le  to ,  for  the downloading 10 

or  analys is to  say here  you have  communicated w i th th is  

gent leman and the Commission  invest igators are most  

welcome to ,  anyth ing that  wi l l  sat is fy  them on i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   General ,  does i t  happen every day in  the 

DPCI that  someone cal ls  and says there is  something going 

on at  the house and people are c la iming to be the  Hawks 

and you just  d ispatch people,  your  people .   You have no 

in format ion whatsoever accord ing to you .   You do not  have 

a contact  number .   You do not  know what  they are  going to 

f ind on the ground.   You th ink i t  is  a  bogus operat ion ,  20 

because that  is  what  you have been to ld at  that  t ime  and 

then you say to your members,  just  send one car  wi th two 

people and go and check .   Is  that  something that  happens 

every day?  Is  tha t  how you do th ings?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Thanks,  Commissioner .   My 
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understanding was in  re lat ion to the concern that  was 

ra ised by Genera l  Lebeya when I  ar r ived in  October .   He 

had ra ised concerns about  bogus DPCI members that  a re  

scamming people across the board .    

Now,  most  of  those invest igat ions ended up in  

pr isons,  that  people in  pr ison were conduct ing that .   Now,  

when,  so most  of  i t ,  what  became di f f icu l t  in  those 

invest igat ions is  that  even i f  you were eventual ly  going to 

f ind a handset  in  a communal  ce l l ,  i t  w i l l  come wi th these 

chal lenges,  because you wi l l  most  probably not  be able to  10 

l ink i t  to  someone .    

Now,  when we get  a h int  o f  physica l  people who are  

not  the ones that  are scammers ins ide the pr ison,  we are  

obviously in terested in  th is  one ,  because we are f rust rated  

wi th the cases that  we have that  ends up in  pr ison .   So 

when we have th is  one,  so i t  was important  fo r  us  to  go and 

ver i fy  what  i s  happening .   So,  but  i t  is  not  something that  

we do every day,  but  i t  i s ,  i f  you look at  i t ,  separa te f rom 

the problems tha t  we were having of  these bogus Hawks 

members,  i t  might  not  make sense .   But  to  us,  i t  was 20 

exci t ing because now we  have got  physica l  human beings 

that  are at  a  gate somewhere .   That  would have been the 

reason.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   I  th ink the nub of ,  or  the st ing of  my 

quest ion is ,  you have absolute ly  no in format ion,  you do not  
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even have a contact  number,  so you are  sending people,  

you are  sending General  Mokoena  to deploy a vehic le wi th 

two people where they can not  even speak to anyone in  

advance to f ind out  what  is  happen ing there .   There is  just ,  

you are  saying,  just  send one car  that ,  that  in  i tse l f  is  a 

mat ter  of  concern for  me,  that  you do not  know what  i s  

happening on the ground,  and then you even prescr ibe,  

send a car  wi th two peopl e.    

That  is ,  i t  sounds more l ike you had an idea of  what  

was going on there .   That  is  why you are not  concerned 10 

about  get t ing a te lephone number  so that  they can make 

contact .   That  i s  why you are  able to  say,  send only one car  

wi th two people .   For  someone who has absolute ly  no  

in format ion and is  to ld  there  is  bogus Hawks people there,  

but  you have,  absolute ly  a re b l ind to what  is  happening 

there.    

I t  seems you are casual  at  best  about  get t ing a  

contact  number o f  someone to speak to so that  they know 

what  they are  going to be  conf ront ing,  but  a lso  in  a 

prescr ip t ion of  who should go there .   For  someone who is  20 

b l ind,  i t  does  not  make sense,  who is  b l ind to what  is  

happening on the ground,  i t  just  doesn ' t  make sense .    

In  fact ,  I  th ink in  another  conversat ion,  i t  would  

border  on the reckless .   I f  i t  is  innocent ,  i t  is  reckless that  

you would send your people out  wi th  absolute ly  no 
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in format ion and you prescr ibe who should go there ,  two 

people in  one car .   I  would  l ike to  hear your  comment .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  yes,  Commissioners.   What  I  was 

expect ing was tha t  we wi l l  send the  nearest  vehic le .   By one 

I  meant  the f i rs t  c losest  vehic le they could f ind .   That  is  

what  I  meant .   But  as the test imony of  Capta in Kruger,  the 

way he d id  i t  for  me is  per fect ly  correct ,  that  whi le  he is  

moving there,  he is  c reat ing a group .    

In  addi t ion,  he is  mobi l iz ing whi le  he is  going there .   

So my th ink ing would have been that  on ar r iva l ,  they would 10 

not  go to the actual  address .   He would have passed and 

ver i f ied what  i s  happening whi le  h is  people,  the real  

co l leagues,  a re st i l l  coming .   So when I  la ter  found out  that  

more than Kruger was conducted,  for  me i t  was okay ,  

because when I  am ta lk ing about  the one vehic le ,  I  am 

ta lk ing about  the  in i t ia l  vehic le that  wi l l  just  scan the area 

for  us so that  we know how to respond to i t .    

So I  cannot  seem to see the harm in th is  f i rs t  

vehic le scanning the area fo r  us so that  he is  able to  br ie f  

the others who wi l l  come later ,  what  is  happening ,  or  even 20 

d ismiss them, to  go,  oh,  there  is  noth ing,  guys ,  go back.   So 

I  could not ,  Commissioner,  share  your v iew on th is  one ,  

because we cannot  have star ted  wi th a l l  cars a t  once ,  

because there wi l l  be that  one that  is  c loser  to  the p lace ,  

say but  that  vehic le  that  you can f ind that  i s  c losest  to  the 
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por t ,  send i t  so that  i t  can br ie f  the rest  of  us so that  we 

know how to respond fu r ther .   Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   When d id you become aware that  

Capta in Kruger was mobi l i z ing others?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Dur ing the Commission .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   So at  the t ime when you say they must  

send a vehic le w i th two people where  they do not  have a  

contact  number,  you d id not  know that  he is  mobi l iz ing 

people or  he wi l l  mobi l ize people ?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I t  is  a  standard pract ice that ,  you see, 10 

one of  the quest ions f rom the Evidence Leader to  me was,  

do I  th ink Kruger was wrong in  mobi l iz ing ,  and I  sa id  to  her ,  

I  th ink I  agree w i th Kruger rather  than Mokoena,  because 

when you are sent  to  an address,  you do not  know what  to  

expect .   So i f  you have to er r ,  you er r  on the s ide of  caut ion  

by br ing ing  –  so,  so when I  say send a vehic le w i th two 

people,  the reason,  at  least  in  my head,  i s  not  that  other  

people are prohib i ted f rom coming .    

I t  is  so that  i f  one is  dr iv ing,  someone has to be  

tak ing notes of  what  is  there ,  because my in i t ia l  expectat ion 20 

was that  they wou ld dr ive past .   So when th is  one is  dr iv ing,  

maybe someone is  tak ing p ictu res or  th ings l i ke that ,  o r  

v ideo of  what  is  there  so that  when they f ind a sa fe spot ,  

they can now plan  wi th what  we have ,  what  do we do .    

But  the approach of  Kruger fo r  me was correct .   
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And I  do not  th ink  that  even that  Kruger  needed author i t y  of  

anyone to re inforce the team that  is  going to respond ,  

because that  would have been a safer  approach ,  because 

sure ly we were not  sending these two members to the i r  

s laughter ,  because we d id not  know who was there and 

what  they wi l l  do .   So the two that  would have been the  

c losest  would have been our  f i rs t  responder .   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Wel l ,  maybe jus t  to  complete,  you a lso,  

when you sent ,  when you said  a car  and two people should 

go there wi thout  any contact  deta i ls ,  you d id not  know at  10 

that  t ime that  Kruger wi l l  set  up a group,  a WhatsApp group .   

He wi l l  mobi l i ze and he  wi l l  set  up a group .   You d id not  

know as a mat ter  of  fact ,  you d id not  know that .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  d id  not  know that ,  but  that  is  what  

they do usual ly .   When there is  an operat ion,  they form a  

WhatsApp group for  that  operat ion that  they are invo lved in ,  

genera l ly .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Yes.   Thank you .   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Did you expect  that  the vehic le that  you 20 

say should go,  and now you are  descr ib ing they wi l l  pass by  

and they wi l l  take  v ideo s,  you expected that  that  two in  the 

vehic le  would,  could wel l  have been the end of  i t .   They 

may have come back ,  just  dr iv ing  by and tak ing v ideos to 

say i t  is  a  pol ice operat ion and tha t  would be the end of  i t .  
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  would be suf f i c ient  i f  i t  were  not  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   You would have expected that ?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Ja,  that  would be f ine.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   General ,  your  ev idence confuses me .   

Ear l ier  you said you just  wanted a vehic le to  go there to  

scan the area .   You now know that  before any vehic le had 

been there to scan the area,  Kruger had a l ready mobi l ized 

pr ivate secur i ty ,  had mobi l i zed other  Hawks f rom Mogale 

Ci ty ,  and other  people that  have not  been ment ioned to us ,  10 

and you say now that  is  per fect ,  that  is  how we shou ld have 

done i t .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Ja.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   But  then that  is  not  scann ing the  

scene.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .   Commissioner,  le t  me expla in 

again .   I  want  the f i rs t  vehic le to  go scan the scene .   But  

whi le  i t  is  scanning the scene  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Just  pause there for  a moment .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Right .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   We now know that  before any vehic le  

had scanned the scene,  Kruger  had a l ready mobi l i zed 

people and to ld  them to go there .   Are you saying  that  i s  

per fect ,  that  people were mobi l i zed before any vehic le had 

scanned the scene ,  because i f  a  vehic le had scanned the 
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scene and saw that  there were  pol icemen there,  wou ld have 

been no need on your vers ion to mobi l i ze anybody,  because 

then you would have been sat is f ied that  th is  is  a pol ice  

operat ion .   So you are  deal ing wi th a s i tuat ion where there 

is  a  normal  Hawks operat ion,  and a s i tuat ion  you descr ibed 

ear l ie r  where you said you s imply want  to  scan the area .   

Now you are mix ing the two,  and that  is  what  is  causing  

confusion.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .   Commissioner,  i f  Kruger has 

delayed le t t ing other  people know,  remember that  people is  10 

cal l ing Commissioner ,  i s  not  someone that  wi l l  a r r i ve there 

wi th in minutes .   They are coming f rom wherever they have 

to come f rom.   He wi l l  s t i l l  get  there before everybody e lse 

does,  even i f  he in forms them .    

But  i f  we were to amend th is  and say i t  accord ing to  

how the Commiss ioner  is  phrasing  i t ,  i t  w i l l  requi re  Kruger  

to  get  there,  scan the scene,  see that  i t  requi res addi t ional  

manpower,  then cal l  the manpower .   There would be a lo t  o f  

t ime delay in  tha t  approach,  Commissioner .   But  i f  he  cal l  

the people,  those people wi l l  never  ar r ive before Kruger i f  20 

he is  the  one ca l l ing them.  He cal l s  them, he sees the  

p lace.   I f  indeed there is  no need for  pol ice ,  Kruger ca l l s  

them of f .    

But  I  am having a v iew,  Commissioner,  that  i f  we 

were to do i t  the way that  is  suggested by the  
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Commissioner,  on  ar r iva l ,  Commissioner ,  K ruger would have 

far  more wai t ing to do than i f  he mobi l ized them whi le  on 

the way there.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   General ,  i t  was your suggest ion 

ear l ie r  that  once the person has scanned the  area,  they wi l l  

ca l l .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   And then based on what  they have 

seen,  you wi l l  dec ide whether  to  deploy more people.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Cor rect .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   So now you are  changing that  and you 

are saying on h is way there,  Kruger h imsel f  should have 

deployed more people so that  once he gets there,  he does  

not  have to wai t  for  support .   So you are  saying two 

complete ly d i f ferent  th ings.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Commissioner,  that  i s  not  what  I  am 

saying.   I  am s imply saying to the  Commissioner,  I  am not  

opposed to Kruger having cal led people whi le  on the way .   I  

am not  opposed to that  approach .   But  when I  thought  

in i t ia l l y ,  when I  was sending h im,  I  thought  he wi l l  scan,  ta lk  20 

to us,  so that  we send people .    

But  Kruger d id one bet te r  than us,  than my in i t ia l  

th ink ing,  because Kruger i s  saving  t ime .   So I  am saying I  

am not  opposed to the approach o f  Kruger ,  because i f  you 

look at  i t ,  Kruger 's  approach is  bet ter  than mine ,  because I  
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would have a l lowed Kruger to  arr i ve there,  Kruger g ives us  

feedback,  th is  i s  what  I  see,  then we deploy .    

But  Kruger 's  one is  even bet te r  than mine .   So as I  

was looking at  i t ,  I  am saying,  but  th is  i s  bet ter  idea tha t  

one of  Kruger,  than mine would have been ,  because 

Kruger 's  way of  doing i t  saved h im t ime ,  because as soon 

as he is  done,  everybody star ts  a r r iv ing ,  or  others were on 

the way,  he stopped them .    

So that  i s  what  I  am saying.   I  am not  changing 

anyth ing,  but  I  am saying th is  approach of  Kruger ,  i f  you 10 

look at  i t ,  i t  is  be t ter  than mine ,  because i t  saves h im t ime 

to respond.   Meaning,  i f  we would  have gone wi th my p lan 

that  I  had,  Kruger would have ar r ived there,  scanned the 

area.   I f  there is  anyth ing happening there,  he  is  s t i l l  

wai t ing for  us to  mobi l ise .   But  in  h is  approach,  the  wai t ing  

t ime is  shor ter .   So that  i s  a l l  I  am saying,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   But  we must  just  be c lear  that  i t  is  

your  approach,  no t  the Commission 's  approach.   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  no,  no.   No,  no,  not  the 

Commissioner .   The f i rs t  one,  the s lower one is  mine .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Yes.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   The bet te r  one is  Kruger 's ,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :   What  I  f ind a l i t t le  b i t  s t range or  lacking in  

log ic is  what  you said in  response to Commissioner 

Khumalo 's  ear l ier  quest ions .   You seemed to suggest  that  
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as  a mat ter  of  course,  Capta in Kruger would have ar r ived 

there f i rs t ,  he having been the person who cal led a l l  the  

others.   So you said he would ar r ive there f i rs t .   Did I  

understand you cor rect ly?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Cor rect ,  Commissioner ,  you understood 

me cor rect ly ,  because remember,  I  am under  the impression 

that  he would have been the c losest .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes.   Yes,  ja ,  here  is  the lack o f  log ic .   

You cannot  make the assumpt ion that  he was c losest .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   But  that  was the request .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :   What  request?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   To Mokoena,  Mokoena,  f ind the c losest  

vehic le  to  the address  in  Sandton.   Remember the f i rs t  

vehic le,  the one that  we were ta lk ing about ,  has to  be the 

one c losest  to  the address .   So i f  he is  the c losest  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   And pract ica l ly ,  how would Br igadier  

Mokoena have done that  to  establ ish which vehic le was 

c losest?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  thought  he was going to ca l l  the  20 

Johannesburg  team to f ind out  where they are,  and then of  

them, the  one that  is  c losest  should be the one that  he  

deploys,  because i t  is  on that  basis that  I  th ink  he then 

ar r ives before them, because the  choice of  the f i rs t  car  

would be in  the d istance.  
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CHAIRPERSON :   So you are basica l ly  saying i t  is  Br igadier  

Mokoena then who d id not  comply wi th your request  that  i t  

should be the nearest  car  that  i s  requested to go  to the 

address? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  was th ink ing …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   I  am asking tha t  because we now know 

that  the car  that  was requested to  go there was a car  that  

was to dr ive f rom Pretor ia  a l l  the way to Sandton.   So are  

you saying your request  to  Br igadier  Mokoena was get  the 

nearest  car  to  go  to the Sandton address.   That  was your 10 

request .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  was the request .  

CHAIRPERSON :   So basica l ly  you are saying Br igadier  

Mokoena d id not  comply  wi th your request ,  he took,  or  

rather  he requested a car  that  was in  fa raway Pretor ia  to  go 

to the address .   He d id not  comply wi th your request .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  would have been a deviat ion,  but  I  

was under the impression even mysel f  when he to ld me i t  is  

Kruger that  Kruger is  f rom the Johannesburg  s ide.   So when 

he in formed me that  he sent  Kruger,  I  was comfor table ,  20 

because I  d id  not  know that  Kruger i s  f rom Pre tor ia .   I  

thought  Kruger was f rom the Johannesburg s ide .   So when I  

heard that  Kruger  is  the one responding,  I  thought  that  was 

reasonable.  

CHAIRPERSON :   A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And General ,  just  to  c la r i fy ,  th is  

would have been dur ing a te lephone cal l  wi th  Br igadier  

Mokoena before you had g iven h im the address ,  you knew 

then that  he had sent  Kruger.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   He in formed me.   You see,  I  am unable  

to  conf i rm that  i t  was on a ca l l ,  because there was a lo t  o f ,  

we are at  the same vein .   I  am not  sure that  a l l  th e th ings 

happens,  happens,  does  not  happen physica l l y ,  because we 

are at  the same vein,  which was smal ler  than th is .   So I  do 

not  know i f  i t  was on a ca l l  or  we were ta lk ing.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay.    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Mokoena seems to say I  ca l l ed h im.   I  

seem to th ink I  was ta lk ing to h im ,  because the  f i rs t  three 

components  that  I  spoke to,  I  spoke to them .  And maybe,  

Commissioners,  I  a lso forgot  to  ment ion,  I  seem to  th ink I  

a lso communicated wi th the Prov incia l  Head of  Gauteng,  

who is  General  Kadwa,  when I  was asking about  the 

operat ion .   I  th ink  I  a lso fo rgot  to  ment ion h im .   I  a lso asked 

h im before the d ispatch of  the vehic les.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   So I  just  want  to  conf i rm that  i f ,  20 

now that  you say that  Br igadier  Mokoena to ld you that  i t  is  

Capta in Kruger that  would be responding,  that  would have 

been before you gave h im the address.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Okay.  
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Or –  ja ,  I  am not  sure whether  i t  i s  

before or  af ter .   But  i f  you look at  when I  send the address,  

i t  is  a lso not  very far  apart  f rom my in i t ia l  in teract ion wi th 

them, which would have been around  quarter  to  4.   So I  do 

not  th ink that  Kruger would have been a l ready on the road .   

But  yes,  the sequence is  that  I  speak to Mokoena.   He come 

back and g ive  me in format ion  tha t  he  has chosen,  he sent  

Kruger .   I  g ive h im the address ,  in  that  sequence .   Maybe 10 

the t imes I  might  not  be sure,  but  I  speak to h im,  I  say  you 

must  send a veh ic le .   He comes back to me tha t  he is  

sending Kruger .   I  g ive h im the address ,  in  that  sequence.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And d id he te l l  you where  Kruger  

was at  the t ime?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No.   No,  but  I  would have assumed  he 

is  in  the v ic in i ty ,  because that  is  the request  to  Mokoena,  

f ind me someone c loser  to  the scene.   

CHAIRPERSON :   I  am looking at  paragraph 10 .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Paragraph?  20 

CHAIRPERSON :   Of  your  statement ,  Br igadier .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Paragraph 10.    

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :   You do not  ment ion a request  there unless 
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you ment ion i t  e lsewhere .   You say that  you thought  that  

Br igadier  Mokoena would have asked a team that  was e i ther  

in  Ekurhuleni ,  Roodepoort  or  Soweto to at tend to the  

address.   You do not  say you requested,  but  now in your  

test imony here,  more than once,  in  fact ,  in  response to me,  

you ment ioned the request .   In  response to the Ev idence 

Leader,  Ms Ncube,  you again ment ioned the request  and 

you have probably ment ioned i t  a t  some other  stage as wel l .   

Here you say you thought ,  you do not  say you made a 

request  that  i t  should be the nearest  car .   Can you p lease 10 

expla in that?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   A l l  r ight .   The correct  vers ion is  I  

requested h im to  f ind the nearest  car .   That  is  the  correct  

vers ion.   I  would  have requested h im to f ind,  because any 

other  vehic le wou ld have been far ,  because what  I  do know 

is  that  Br igadier  Mokoena has got  two teams.   There is  a  

Pretor ia  team and we  have got  Johannesburg teams.   So i f  

we have got  a problem in Johannesburg,  the best ,  qu icker  

people to  send are the people of  Johannesburg .   I f ,  I  would  

have expected the same also i f  i t  was the nor th of  Pretor ia ,  20 

that  we do not  send Abu Kruger,  who at  that  t ime I  thought  

was f rom the East  Rand,  would have gone  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   So under Johannesburg,  you inc lude 

Ekurhuleni ,  Roodepoort ,  and Soweto.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  
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CHAIRPERSON :   That  is  what  you are refer r ing to.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.   Yes,  that .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Would you accept ,  I  do not  want  to  sound 

l ike a wi tness,  bu t  I  wi l l  probably do ,  but  do you accept  that  

those areas are  fur ther  away f rom,  for  example,  the 

Sandton SAPS Po l ice Stat ion? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And why would you not  ask the  Sandton 

SAPS to go there?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   You see,  i t  would not  have se rve the  10 

purpose.   The Sandton SAPS would have come in a  marked 

pol ice vehic le,  possib ly  wi th b lue l ights,  and guys in  

uni form.   I t  would  not  have served the scanning purpose of  

the area,  because f i rs t l y ,  i f  you d id that ,  you could  

endanger the i r  l ives i f  there was something horr ib ly  

happening there ,  sending two people wi th so l i t t le  

in format ion that  we have at  our  d isposal .   You could 

endanger the i r  l i ves .    

But  not  only that ,  v is ib le pol i ce in  uni fo rm and a  

marked vehic le would not  be able to  scan quiet ly  the area ,  20 

because everyone can see there  is  a van coming and i t  

would endanger the i r  l ives,  those guys that  you sent .   So 

hence the vehic les we were send ing were normal  sedans 

that  are not  marked  where i t  wou ld be noth ing out  of  the 

ord inary fo r  them to pass the re,  Commissioner.   
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CHAIRPERSON :   Even i f  you make a speci f i c  request  fo r  

them not  to  be conspicuous,  they would st i l l  have gone 

there wi th the s i rens b lar ing and a l l  o f  the th ings that  would 

make everybody know that  pol ice are now coming .   So you 

mean no request  could be made that  p lease,  p lease t ry  to  

be d iscreet?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   The response vehic le of  po l i ce  stat ions 

in  genera l ,  I  assume Sandton too,  is  a pat ro l  van .   That  is  

what  they used to ,  to  –  le t  us  say we swi tch of f  the b lue 

l ights,  but  i t  is  s t i l l  a  pat ro l  van  and the guys are  st i l l  in  10 

uni form and e i ther  you are  endanger ing thei r  l i ves by 

sending them there,  because i f  I  had more in format ion 

maybe,  I  might  have considered that .   But  at  the level  o f  

in format ion that  we have about  what  i s  happening there,  I  

would have thought  that  would be endanger ing thei r  l ives.  

CHAIRPERSON :   But  af ter  scanning the area and 

establ ish ing that  i t  was in  fact  not  the Hawks,  what  would 

have been done?  Would,  what  would ensue thereaf ter  not  

have endangered the l ives of  those who would be involved 

in  whatever would  ensue?  20 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I f  us ing my scenar io where I  send two  

vehic les …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes,  yes.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   The vehic les they would  have 

…[intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :   The scanning has been done .   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :   Others have now arr ived ,  because you 

have come to real ize that  th is  is  not  a Hawks operat ion ,  

would l i ves not  s t i l l  be endangered ?  I  just  want  to  

understand th is  i ssue about  the uni form,  because at  some 

stage there wou ld have had to  be some engagement  

between the two s ides .   So would l ives not  s t i l l  have been 

endangered?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   There would  have been endanger the  10 

l ives,  but  as I  sa id,  that  af ter  you have scanned,  you have 

now seen what  you are up against ,  we would have 

increased the numbers to engage them, but  we would not  

have engaged them wi th  your f i rs t  two .   You would have 

wai ted fo r  backup,  then you engage .   But  you cannot  

engage wi th two.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   General ,  what  do you th ink the SAPS 

does when they get  a report ,  assuming th is  was a report  to  

the SAPS,  that  there are people at  the Sandhurst  house 

who are pretending to be members of  the SAPS?  In  the 20 

l ight  of  your  answer,  that  the SAPS would have gone there  

wi th s i rens and everyone would have been in  danger ,  a re  

you suggest ing that  the SAPS does not  have the capabi l i t y  

to  do the k ind of ,  I  th ink you say,  surveying to see what  i s  

going on,  to  do that  wi thout  endanger ing thei r  members?  
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Commissioner,  they def in i te ly  do .   But  

the quickest  read i ly  avai lab le response is  that  of  a  pat ro l  

van.   That  i s  the quickest  and readi ly  avai lab le at  any 

stat ion .   But  they do have a capaci ty  that  they must  t ry  and 

gather  i f  they have an operat ion of  the i r  own .   They would  

have that .   But  i t  is  not  what  you can readi ly  f ind .   I t  is  not  a 

resource that  i s  a lways on standby l ike a pat ro l  van .   A  

pat ro l  van,  24 hours of  the day,  is  ready to respond.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Did you even consider  to  get  the SAPS 

to at tend to th is  or  you are now reverse th ink ing ,  because 10 

you are being asked these quest ions and now you are  

creat ing an explanat ion why the  SAPS would have been 

unsui table?  And when I  say creat ing an explanat ion ,  at  th is  

point  a t  least ,  I  am not  suggest ing  any d ishonesty about  i t .   

I t  is  real l y  to  t ry  and understand,  d id you even consider  to  

contact  the SAPS to do th is  and d iscounted them or  i t  just  

never occur red to you f rom the outset ,  you knew th is  was 

going to be a DPCI operat ion?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO:  The st rength of  TOMS, Commissioners,  

is  not  necessar i l y  of  the members that  they have,  but  the  20 

network that  they have .   So I  could  not  foresee that  the 

pat ro l  van could get  there quicker  than the people that  work 

wi th TOMS.  For  example,  TOMS have got  secur i ty  

companies that  they have .   Even i f  Mokoena decided that  he  

is  going to send the Johannesburg  Metro,  which is  par t  o f  
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them, or  the Gauteng Traf f i c ,  which is  par t  o f  the team, to  

scan the area fo r  us,  i t  would have suf f i ced.    

So when I  sa id to  Mokoena,  send people,  I  meant  in  

h is  network .   So the pol ice,  to  be  honest ,  Commissioners,  

was never the pat ro l  van ,  was never par t  o f  my th ink ing 

f rom the word go .   I  never had the pol ice van as par t  o f  

those that  I  wanted deployed f rom the word go.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Wel l ,  you have a lso to ld us that  you 

know that  they have pr ivate cars,  unmarked cars,  wh ich  are  

not  pat ro l led vans ,  the SAPS.   D id  I  understand you?  Did I  10 

hear you proper ly?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  no,  I  was ta lk ing my team that  I  

sent  there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Okay.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   The team that  I  sent  there,  I  sent  them 

wi th unmarked cars .   Yes,  I  was re ferr ing to those ,  that  the 

team that  went  there,  they had unmarked cars to  respond 

wi th.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja,  but  you do not  know who was sent 

there,  because you gave the inst ruct ion to Br igadier  20 

Mukoena.   So why do you ta lk  as i f  you know that  the team 

that  was sent  there had unmarked cars?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Remember,  Commissioner,  I  ment ioned 

that  he to ld me that  he sent  Kruger .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Yes.  
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   And I  sa id Kruger was the r igh t  choice 

in  my th ink ing ,  because he is  f rom,  at  least  I  thought  was 

f rom the East  Red .   So I  d id  have the name Kruger.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   You see,  Capta in Kruger gave 

evidence last  week,  and one o f  h is  misgiv ings about  

at tending to the address in  San dton was that  he d id not  

have h is b lue l ight ,  and the car  that  he was dr iv ing  d id not  

have proper ty res .   So in  h is  mind,  he thought  what  he  

needed was a  car  that  has b lue l ights .   So h is 

understanding of  the s i tuat ion is  d i f ferent  f rom yours.  10 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  would th ink  he meant  dr iv ing  towards 

the scene,  not  to  ar r ive wi th the b lue l ights on the scene .   I  

thought  maybe he would have meant  whi le  get t ing there,  not  

when he is  there to come wi th the b lue l ights .   There is  no  

way that  he wou ld have wanted to arr i ve there wi th the 

l ights on.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Commissioners.   

General ,  then i f  we can deal  wi th  the conclusion of  your  

statement ,  which is  at  page 6.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :   Before you go to the  conclusion,  can I  

just  deal  wi th  another  top ic,  a  d i f ferent  top ic .   General ,  

when you spoke to Br i gadier  Mokoena to  at tend to th is ,  you 

say in  your  statement  that  you to ld h im that  General  Lebeya 

has said there are people who are  pretending to be  Hawks.  
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Is  that  a l l  you said to  h im?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  to ld  h im that  General  Lebeya says 

there are people  who are a l leg ing to be members of  the 

Hawks.   That  i s  one.   Two,  they are a l leged to have been 

sent  by h im,  General  Lebeya.   That  is  where Mokoena 

mistake i t  fo r  me to be saying that  Lebeya is  wi th  them.   

That  is  why he is  making the mistake there .    

I  d id  not  say General  Lebeya is  at  the house,  which  

is  how I  th ink Mokoena understood i t .   But  I  was saying,  

f i rs t ly ,  they say they are  members  of  the Hawks .   Secondly,  10 

they say they have been sent  by General  Lebeya,  because 

that  was the message I  received.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   So where he has test i f ied  that  you said 

that  these people  were wi th General  Lebeya and he in  fact  

acted on i t  because he on a v ideo showed ,  on the phone 

showed Capta in Wanda that  he is  in  the same p lace as 

General  Lebeya,  you are saying that  is  not  correct ,  you d id  

not  say that  to  h im? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  d id  not  say that ,  but  he  

misunderstood what  I  was saying.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :   No,  do not  t ry  and expla in what  he said .   

He has test i f ied .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   He has to ld us that  what  you to ld h im 

…[intervenes] .  



    3 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 24 
 

Page 180  o f  198  

 

 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  not  what  happened.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Was that  h is  people were wi th General  

Lebeya.   You are  saying that  i s  not  what  you to ld h im .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Is  General  Mokoena the only  person 

apart  f rom General  Lebeya,  and I  keep in  mind that  you say 

af ter  you spoke to General  Lebeya ,  you then chat  w i th  your 

component  heads ,  I  th ink that  i s  what  they are  ca l led,  

whether  they have operat ions.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :   You asked Mokoena the same th ing .   

And then you ask the Provincia l  Head,  I  th ink you said.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Of  Gauteng.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Of  Gauteng as wel l .   The inst ruc t ion to 

then at tend to the scene,  you only  d iscuss ed that  wi th  

Mokoena,  wi th Br igadier  Mokoena.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Only.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   You d id not  g ive  an inst ruct ion to anyone 

e lse? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :   Okay.   Now,  we know f rom the ev idence,  

ev idence of  Capta in Kruger,  he  to ld us  that  Br igadier  

Mokoena sent  to  h im a WhatsApp p icture of  a  b lack X5,  

which we now know f rom that  ev idence  that  i t  be longs to the  

Of f ice of  the Nat ional  Commissioner,  KZN.   We know that .   
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You have heard  that  ev idence .   Are you aware  of  that  

ev idence?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Okay.   So what  Capta in Kruger to ld us is  

Br igadier  Mokoena sent  h im a p icture of  th is  b lack X5 and 

a lso the  deta i l s  o f  an Audi  vehic le,  which happens to be the  

one that  you say he sent  you the  deta i l s  and you do not  

know why he sent  them.  Now,  tha t  deta i l s  of  the Audi  and 

of  the X5 he sent  to  Capta in Kruger .   Do you know where  

Br igadier  Mokoena would have received th is?  Did he 10 

receive i t  f rom you?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Def in i te ly  not  f rom me .   I  do not  know 

where he got  i t  f rom.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Okay.   And i f  he d id not  receive  i t  f rom 

you,  i t  means,  i t  must  mean he sourced i t  h imse l f  f rom 

somewhere e lse ,  i f  he d id not  get  i t  f rom you,  because th is  

inst ruct ion comes f rom you.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Okay.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  I  d id  not  g ive h im the BMW.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :   A l l  r ight .   Thank you.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   He a lso d id not  send i t  to  me,  i f  I  may 

just  add,  the BM part ,  but  he sent  me the Audi .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Yes.   I  ask the quest ion ,  because he is  

ta lk ing to you and then he shares down to h is  people  and he 
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sends a  p icture and the deta i l s  o f  the vehic le down to h is  

people .   And the  quest ion is ,  where would he have taken 

them f rom?  Am I  wrong in  my assumpt ion that  he  would  

have got ten th is  car  deta i ls  f rom you ?  Is ,  would,  is  that  

incorrect  to  put?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  that  i s  incorrect .    

ADV BALOYI SC :   Okay.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  d id  not  have that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :   Just  a mat ter  of  deta i l ,  you  wi l l  forg ive me 10 

i f  you have a l ready touched on i t  in  your  test imony,  

General .   In  paragraph 4,  you say :  

 “ I  was approached by the then Nat ional  

Head of  the Hawks,  L ieutenant  General  

Godfrey Lebeya,  who inqui red f rom me 

whether  I  was aware  of  a  Hawks 

operat ion underway at  a house in  

Sandton.   He in formed me that  the 

in format ion he had received is  that  the 

members of  the Hawks were conduct ing 20 

an operat ion at  a  speci f ic  house in  

Sandton …”  

 And i t  goes on .   Did General  Lebeya te l l  you how or  

by what  means he had received th is  in format ion?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  he d id,  Commissioner .   He said he 
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got  a ca l l .  

CHAIRPERSON :   A  ca l l .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   He d id ment ion that .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Thank you.   Thank you.   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :   And I  th ink I  d id  ask you ear l ie r  as to  

whether  he to ld you who he had received the in format ion 

f rom.   Let  us not  repeat  that .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :   Thank you.   Thank you.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Maybe last ly  f rom me .   General ,  you 

have g iven us a l is t  in  one of  the annexures,  a l i s t  o f  what  

you say are cases or  inc idents  of  where people have 

impersonated the Hawks.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   That  is  correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Have c la imed to  be f rom the Hawks and 

some of  them there has been prosecut ions .   Others you 

have said they were unfounded .   I t  says unfounded .   You 

have to ld us  what  the status  is .   And some of  them there 20 

has been prosecut ions .   Now anyone,  is  anyone of  the 30 a 

case where a member of  the publ ic  just  ca l led  and said 

there are people  here who say they are  members of  the  

DPCI,  and then you have sent  your  people there to  go and 

f ind out  wi thout  knowing what  i s  going on,  any one of  these 
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30? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   We d id not  have i t  that  way,  but  how we 

had i t ,  Commissioner,  was a person would in form us that  

cer ta in people approach ed me and they want  me to pay,  and 

we are going to meet  them ,  I  have agreed that  I  w i l l  meet  

them tomorrow.   Then we send our  people to  in te rcept  them ,  

yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   I t  has real l y  been p lanned operat ions.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Received in format ion and you p lanned 10 

the operat ions.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   He g ives us that ,  the,  by the t ime he 

contacts us,  usual ly  they have a l ready in teracted ,  f i rs t  

in teract ion wi th these people,  and then we then fac i l i ta te  

the payment  and the receiv ing o f  the money fo r  us to  ar rest  

them.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Ncube.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Commissioners.   

General ,  then i f  we can deal  wi th  the conclusion of  your  

statement ,  most  of  which you have a l ready deal t  wi th  in  20 

your engagement  wi th  the Commissioners.   I  th ink the  f i rs t  

was regard ing Capta in ,  the inst ruct ion,  and you engaged 

the Chai r  on that ,  the d i f ference between leg i t imate  SAPS 

operat ion and conf i rming that  they are bogus pol ice  or  not .   

And then i f  you could perhaps deal  wi th  the remain ing  
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issues,  in  par t icu la r  the 19.4,  which is  the aspect  that  

Br igadier  Mokoena test i f ied about  the d isc ip l inary of fence.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.   I  th ink I  have a lso ment ioned th is ,  

Commissioners,  when I  sa id i t  is  not  a misconduct  i f  the 

member  who is  responding br ings in  backup for  h imsel f .   

That  is  what  I  was meaning there.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And then at  19.2,  you deal  wi th  

what  you say in  the  last  sentence is  that  i f  e i ther  has been 

establ ished,  the team must  leave immediate ly .   And that  is  

the scenar io where you say i f  the task is  to  ver i f y  that  they 10 

are real  po l i ce of f icers ,  then once the team has establ ished 

that ,  they must  leave immediate ly.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  yes,  bu t  th is  is  where I  say i t  is  

that  the members that  actual ly  responded seem to have 

understood the mission bet ter  than Mokoena was conveying 

to them, because they seem to have been going there wi th  

an in tent ion to ver i fy  i f  those were leg i t imate pol ice of f icers .   

That  is  how I  understood i t .   Maybe I  could be wrong there ,  

but  I  understood that  Mokoena was the one missing  i t .   But  

as the Chai r  corrected me too,  maybe i t  is  just  the s l ip  of  a  20 

tongue,  I  do not  know.   But  the actual  people that  

responded seem to have responded to the real  quest ion that  

we wanted them to respond to.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And then on page 8,  paragraph 

20,  i f  you can address your response regard ing the 
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suggest ion that  there was an at tempt  to  in ter fere  in  the 

ar rest  operat ion o f  Mr Kat iso Molefe  by the Hawks.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  I  ra ise tha t  point  because,  at  least  

s ta r t ing f rom me,  that  I  can test i f y  about .   I  had no idea 

whose house tha t  was,  me,  who  is  sending them.  And I  

assume also the  col leagues that  I  gave the address to,  

because they were responding to the address that  I  

forwarded to them, that  they wou ld not  have known unt i l  

they arr ived there .  

I f  they had the knowledge of  who Kat iso  Molefe  is ,  10 

they would not  have known when they were going there,  

because when we g ive i t  to  them, I ,  when I  g ive i t  to  them, 

there is  no name that  goes wi th i t .   I  d id  not  know who the  

owner of  the house was .   I  am assuming a lso that  even i f  

they knew who Molefe  was,  I  do not  th ink they wou ld have 

known by looking at  the address  that  th is  address wi l l  

be long to Molefe .    

So at  least  f rom the col leagues tha t  responded,  on  

the basis of  the address that  was g iven,  I  do not  foresee 

that  they would have ant ic ipated who the owner  of  the 20 

house was,  because i t  d id  not  come wi th  the in format ion 

that  they would ,  that  would educate them to that  ef fect .   So 

I  be l ieve that  the people that  went  there d id not  know whose 

address i t  was,  in  as much as I  would send them, they d id 

not  know whose address i t  was .   Thank you.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   And so based on that ,  you say 

that  that  was not  an at tempt  to  in ter fe re for  the benef i t  o f  

Mr Molefe .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Def in i te ly  not .   Def in i te ly  not .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   General ,  on th is  address issue,  is  th is  

not  in fo rmat ion that  is  easi l y  avai lab le to  the SAPS?  I f  you 

had wanted to f ind out  whose address th is  i s  in  the same 

way that  you want  to  f ind out  whose vehic le i s  th is ,  you 

would have been able to  look i t  up.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I f  we were in  the of f ice,  we cou ld have .   10 

But  at  a  par ty wi th no laptops or  any access to in fo rmat ion,  

i t  would have been very d i f f icu l t  to  f ind out .   But  i f  you were 

to g ive me the address on a day,  o f f ice hours,  I  wou ld f ind  

out .   I  would be able to  te l l  you who owns the address.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Wel l ,  we know that  even at  a par ty,  

Br igadier  Mokoena was able to  check vehic les,  who  

Mthethwa is ,  the  vehic le belongs to who .   He was able to  

check that ,  Mokoena or  Kruger,  one of  the two,  and they d id 

that  on the phone  and I  am assuming,  p lease cor rec t  me i f  I  

am wrong,  that  the address would be ver i f iab le,  would be 20 

easy to ver i fy  as wel l .   I  mean,  there is  a whole data bank 

of  in format ion about  whose,  publ ic  in format ion about  whose 

address i t  is .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   We do not  have access to that  one on 

cel lphones.   On the cel l  phones,  they do have an app that  
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l inks wi th eNat is ,  which is  a vehic le  system.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Ja.   But  i t  is  not  impossib le to  check .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I t  is  not  impossib le  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   [ Ind ist inct ]… [ cross- ta lk ing] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   … to  check,  I  would guess,  but  they do 

not  have a system that  we have provided them to  do that ,  

yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Commissioners .   That  

is  the evidence of  th is  wi tness.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :   General ,  one last  quest ion .   There is  the 

mat ter  of ,  there is  the one issue of  concern,  which is  an 

inqui ry number .   Now,  you have descr ibed in  your  paragraph 

19.3 in  your  statement  what  in  fact  you say Kruger d id when 

he got  to  the scene .   You say:  

 “Ver i fy ing the operat ion is  leg i t imate 

would mean the team would have to go 

beyond just  conf i rming that  the people 

are pol ice of f icers .   I t  would mean that  

the team must  ver i f y  i f  they executed 20 

the operat ion,  whether  the of f icers 

execut ing the operat ion are author ized 

to do so .   This would requi re  

conf i rmat ion of  the type of  opera t ion,  

etcetera,  and conf i rmat ion of ,  for  
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example,  the warrant  being executed .   

This seems to be what  Capta in Kruger  

d id when he arr ived on the scene . ”  

Now we know f rom his ev idence as wel l ,  Capta in  

Kruger,  that  he took photographs of  the vehic les that  were 

there.   We know that  he,  and then he drew out  the reports  

on those vehic les .   We know tha t  he submit ted h is d iary  

ent r ies of  that  whole operat ion .   And yet  there is  no  inqui ry  

number .    

Is  that  Is  that  regular  that  you would have an 10 

operat ion where your members are ver i fy ing the leg i t imacy 

of  an operat ion?  They have taken the name of  the head of  

that  operat ion,  Capta in Wanda .   So you have got  a l l  these 

facts and yet  there is  no record in  the DPCI by way of  an 

inqui ry number  that  conta ins a l l  th is  in fo rmat ion .   Is  that  not  

i r regular  and is  that  not  a mat ter  of  concern?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  Commissioner ,  I  th ink you would  

have seen,  Commissioner,  that  on the message that  he was 

te l l ing  me about  Northam, he would have i l lust rated the  

inqui ry number there ,  because the standard pract ice  is  that  20 

there is  an inqui ry .   That  i s  s tandard pract ice .   My 

expectat ion on th is  one is  that  there would not  have been 

an inqui ry on that  day,  but  that  when they come on the next  

day,  work ing day,  they would have registered an inqui ry so  

that  they know where to f i le  th is  th ing .    
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But  that  is  not  the only purpose i t  serves .   I t  serves 

a lso to just i f y  dr iv ing a state veh ic le .   When we dr ive a 

state vehic le,  there must  be some form of  a reference 

number that  just i fy  why you drove f rom point  A to B .   So 

that  would be the norm .   As to,  I  am not  compla in ing that  

when they went  there,  they d id not  have i t .  What  I  f ind 

t roubl ing is  that  when they come back,  s t i l l  not ,  because i t  

is  what  they would have needed to  put  in  the i r  notebook as 

the purpose fo r  d r iv ing to a speci f i c  address .    

So as a norm,  i t  should have had the reference 10 

number .   I t  just i f ies the i r  dr iv ing .   I t  a lso helps in  the f i l ing  

of  anyth ing  that  re lates to th is ,  the in format ion  about  

Wanda,  the p ictures that  you have should have found 

themselves in to the f i le .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   So as mat ters stand,  i f  anyone were to 

do  an audi t  o f  that  per iod,  there would be no record of  th is  

operat ion.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Par t icu la r ly  a f ter  I  have had is  I  would 

have been worr ied about  what  they would have wr i t ten in  

the vehic le logbook fo r  the t r ip ,  because our  systems 20 

requi re that  each t r ip  you just i f y  wi th  some form of  a 

reference,  some form of  a reference that  backs i t  up.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   And then last ly ,  last ly ,  Chai r ,  the,  we 

saw,  you saw the  p ictu res where Capta in Kruger shared on 

the group,  you saw them now,  at  least  as you are  test i fy ing,  
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shared on the group the deta i ls  of  the vehic les that  were at  

the scene,  the p ictures that  he  took,  and then he then 

shared the p ictu res,  but  a lso shared the deta i l s  of  the 

vehic les there .   Did you ever  receive any of  those p ictures  

and any of  the car  vehic le deta i l s ?  Were they shared wi th  

you? 

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   No,  they were  not .   None of  those were 

shared wi th the ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank 

you,  Ms Ncube.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Very quick ly,  the a l legat ions made 

against  the Hawks,  I  want  you to understand them clear ly  

and carefu l l y .   In  paragraph 16 of  Capta in Wanda's  

statement ,  he says :  

 “When the members of  the  Hawks 

asked fo r  deta i l s  about  the opera t ion,  

inc luding who we were ar rest ing  and 

the CAS number,  Wi tness A refused to 

d isc lose th is  in fo rmat ion and ind icated 

that  i t  was not  necessary for  them to 20 

know these deta i l s . ”  

Now,  do you accept  that  i f  th is  is  what  the members  

of  the Hawks d id,  and i t  is  a  b ig i f ,  then that  would be 

in ter fer ing wi th lawfu l  po l i ce operat ions ,  because tha t  is  not  

what  they were sent  there to do.  
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LT-GEN MBOTHO :   We d id not  send them to do that .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Do you accept  that  that  would be 

in ter ference?  Why would they be in terested in  who is  being  

ar rested and what  the CAS number is?  Why would they be 

in terested in  that?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  do not  know why they would want  to  

know that ,  because that  i s  not  what  is  the i r  mandate .   That  

is  not ,  and even in  the evidence that  I  have had,  which is 

the snippets thereof ,  they d id not  seem to th ink they would 

have been tasked to do that .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :   And then last ly ,  in  19.2  of  your  

statement .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   19.2?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Yes,  on page 7.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes,  I  am there .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   You say to ver i fy  that  these are real  

po l i ce of f i cers ,  I  wi l l  not  read the whole statement  

…[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Ja.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Because you have i t .   And then last  20 

sentence,  you say :  

 “ I f  e i ther  has been establ ished  …”  

 E i ther ,  not  both .  

 “ I f  e i ther  has been establ ished,  the  

team must  leave immediate ly . ”  
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 Do you see that?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Now,  accord ing to Warrant  Of f icer  

Nkosi ,  wi th in 5  minutes of  h im get t ing there,  he had 

establ ished that  these are pol ice of f icers and th is  i s  a 

leg i t imate pol ice operat ion .   What  t roubles me about  what  

happened on the  6 t h  o f  December  2024 is  that  the  Hawks 

were there for  c lose to an hour ,  do ing what  nobody knows,  

because wi th in f i ve  minutes they should have been able to  

establ ish that  these are the pol ice,  they are wear ing  SAPS 10 

issued bul le tproof  vests ,  these are the deta i l s  of  the people .   

You establ ish that  in  f ive  minutes.    

Now the other  50  minutes,  I  do not  know what  the  

Hawks were doing there,  and that  t roubles me ,  because you 

can understand why there is  an a l legat ion that  they were  

in ter fer ing or  in t imidat ing the po l ice who were there to  

ef fect  an arrest  or  to  execute a J -50,  because nobody is  

account ing fo r  the 50 minutes .   Nobody is  te l l ing us,  af ter  

they d id that ,  they got  there  and they d id what  you asked 

them to do ,  why d id they remain fo r  another  5 0 minutes and 20 

what  were they doing there?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Thank you,  Commissioner .   I  a lso do 

not  understand why they took so long .   What  I  wou ld have 

expected,  the meet ing between Capta in Kruger and Capta in  

Wanda,  should have set t led a l l  concerns,  because I  would 
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have expected Capta in Kruger to  produce h is appo intment  

cer t i f icate,  Wanda does the same .   They exchange thei r  

deta i ls  for  whatever  reason .   This  is  an of f ic ia l  operat ion .   

Everyth ing ends there .  

In  my opin ion,  there would not  even have been a  

need af te r  that  in teract ion fo r  even tak ing p ictures outs ide ,  

because the p ictures,  I  would have expected them before 

for  them to,  before they in teract .   But  af te r  th is  in te ract ion,  

the mission is  accompl ished.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Now put  yoursel f  in  the posi t ion of  the 10 

pol ice of f icers that  were execut ing the takedown operat ion  

there.   I t  i s  now 20 past  5  on the day in  quest ion .   You have  

sat is f ied the Hawks members that  you are leg i t imate pol ice  

and they have ver i f ied your ident i ty .   And then fo r  the next  

40 minutes,  the Hawks are hanging around  whi le  you are ,  

you know,  execut ing a lawfu l  po l i ce  operat ion .    

Put  yoursel f  in  the posi t ion of  those pol ice of f icers .   

What  would you expect  them to th ink of  the Hawks whi le  

they are busy execut ing th is  operat ion  and for  40 minutes,  

the Hawks are just  hanging around and nobody knows what  20 

they are doing there.  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I t  is  for  that  reason that  I  am not  

surpr ised about  the  a l legat ion tha t  f ound themsel f  coming 

our  way,  because I  do not  understand mysel f  why they were 

there now.   More so,  because ear l ier  I  would have been to ld 
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that  they would have been in  a rush to another  operat ion .   

So I  thought  they would have gone there wi th very much 

pressure on t ime  i f  they are  st i l l  go ing to f ind themselves in  

Northam.   So I  honest ly  cannot  expla in that  why,  af ter  the  

in teract ion,  af ter  they have sent  us the numbers,  I  do not  

know what  kept  them there f rom that  point .   I  have no idea.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   General ,  can I  just  fo l low up on the 

quest ion,  the f i rs t  quest ion that  Commissioner Khumalo  

asked you,  and I  fo l low up ,  because you d id not  g ive a yes 

or  no answer .   He asked you,  he put  to  you tha t  when 10 

Capta in Kruger was wi th Capta in Wanda,  there  was a  

request  to  see the J -50,  Wi tness A to ld them that  the  

operat ion was leg i t imate .   That  was paragraph 16,  you 

remember,  Commissioner Khumalo  just  read to you .   

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   When they asked fo r ,  when the  Hawks 

asked for  deta i l s  about  the operat ion,  inc luding who we 

were ar rest ing and the CAS numbers,  wi tness A refused to 

d isc lose the in format ion .   Now,  f rom the evidence that  we  

heard,  by th is  point ,  your  Hawks members  know and are 20 

sat is f ied that  th is  is  a leg i t imate,  that  th is  is  a pol ice 

operat ion by th is  point .   The quest ion,  as understood,  being  

asked of  you is ,  having establ ished that  i t  is  a  leg i t imate  

operat ion,  to  go on and then want  to  see,  to  ask about  the  

J-50,  what  i s  the operat ion,  who are you ar rest ing,  the  CAS 
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number,  to  ask that  af te r  your  members have establ ished 

that  i t  is  a  leg i t imate operat ion ,  that  would const i tu te 

in ter ference .   Any act  af ter  they have ver i f ied tha t  which 

you say you expected them to do,  to  ask that  k ind o f  deta i l  

would be now to in ter fere in  a leg i t imate operat ion,  no?  

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   I  am not  opposed to that  v iew,  because 

who they wanted to arrest  there wi th or  wi thout  warrant  was 

not  our  business .   That  one,  I  do not  th ink we wi l l  have a  

d ispute on that ,  because the purpose was to f ind out ,  a re  

these Hawks members,  yes,  no,  pol ice ?  Anyone spoke 10 

about  Lebeya?  The answer is  no ,  none of  us spoke about  

Lebeya.   At  that  point ,  we  are done.  

ADV BALOYI SC ;   Thank you,  General .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Chai r .   That  is  the  

evidence of  th is  w i tness.  

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS 

CHAIRPERSON :   Thank you very much,  General .    

LT-GEN MBOTHO :   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :   And,  Ms Ncube,  about  tomorrow? 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   9 .30,  Cha i r ,  tomorrow.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :   Oh,  I  was not  asking about  the t ime .   I  

just  wanted to ge t  an idea of  what  we have .   Or perhaps le t  

me not  put  you on the spot .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Chai r .   I  would  

appreciate that .  
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CHAIRPERSON :   Let  us adjourn unt i l  9 :30 tomorrow.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE :   Thank you,  Chai r .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS TO 4 NOVEMBER 2025  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 

 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS TO 30 OCTOBER 2025  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  


